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iHIS  hundred  is  fituated  in  the  northweft  part  of  the  county,  a:nd  is 
bounded  on  the  north  and  northweft  by  the  fea,  from  the  eaft  to  the 
fouthweft  by  the  hundred  of  Williton  Freemanors,  and  on  the  weft  by 
the  borders  of  Devonfhire. 


This  mountainous  tr|6b  may  with  great  propriety  be  called  the  Alp  of  Somerfetfhire; 
the  whole  country  being  a pidturefque  aflemblage  of  lofty  hills  fucceeding  each  other, 
with  deep  romantick  vallies  winding  between  them,  in  which  moft  of  the  towns  and 
viUages  are  fituated.  The  hills  are  principally  Iheep-walksj  but  iir  the  weftern  part 
many  of  them  are  fo  covered  with  heath,  fern,  and  mofs,  as  to  afford  little  pafturage. 
The  fteep  fides  of  moft  of  them  are  either  entirely  vefted  or  patched  with  beautiful 
hanging  woods,  intermixed  with.projedling  rugged  rocks.  The  vallies  are  fruitful,  and 
generally  watered  by  fmall  ftreams,  running  over  rough  rocky  channels,  and  often  in- 
terrupted by  ftony  fragments  fallen  from  the  mountains. 


This  hundred  contains  two  market  towns,  and  in  all  fifteen  parifhes,  in  which  are  one 
thoufand  and  thirty  houfes,  and  nearly  fix  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  gives  name  to  the 
firft  parifh  we  fliall  treat  of,  viz. 
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CARHAMPTON. 

SITUATED  at  the  northweft  point  of  the  hundred,  and  fo  denominated  (as  it  is 
fuppofed)  from  Carantacus,  a Britilh  faint,  the  fon  ofKeredic,  prince  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Cardigan.  The  Monkifh  legends'*  inform  us,  that  this  Keredick  had  many 
children,  of  whom  the  above-named  Carantacus,  or  Carantac,  betimes  difcovered  an 
'uncommon  difpofition  to  piety  and  goodnefs.  That  when  his  father,  harralTed  with 
troubles,  and  worn  out  with  years,  and  no  longer  able  to  fufbain  the  weight  of  govern- 
ment, propofed  to  refign  to  him  the  regency  of  the  province,  he  declined  the  honoilr, 
and  preferred  a pilgrim’s  ftaff  to  a prince’s  fceptre.  That  led  by  Providence,  he 
migrated  from  his  native  land  to  this  diftant  place,  where  repofmg,  he  built  an  oratory, 
and  fpent  his  time  in  prayer  and  praife  to  God. 

That  fuch  aperfon  might  have  retired  hither,  and  eredced  a fmall  oratory,  is  not  alto- 
gether improbable;  but  what  Leland  fays,  viz.  that  in  his  time  there  exifted  a chapel 
of  that  faint,  which  fometime  was  the  parifti  church,’’  cannot  fo  eafily  be  reconciled. 
The  Norman  record  however,  which  was  compiled  upwards  of  feven  hundred  years 
ago,  gives  us  notice  of  a church  in  this  place: 

“ In  the  church  of  Carentone  lies  one  hide  and  a half.  There  is  in  demefne  one 
carucate  and  a half,  with  a prieft,  and  one  villane,  and  eight  cottagers.  There  are 
forty  acres  of  pafture,  and  fifteen  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  thirty  Ihillings.”' 

At  the  time  this  furvey  was  compofed  the  manor  was  in  William  the  Conqueror’s 
hands,'  indifVindtly  with  thofe  of  Williton  and  Cannington.  He  foon  after  gave  it  to 
William  de  Mohun,  one  of  the  retinue  that  attended  him  into  England,  and  of  whom 
notice  will  be  taken  in  Dunfter,  which  was  the  head  of  his  barony.  It  was  however, 
together  with  the  hundred  we  are  defcribing,  the  honour  of  Dunfter,  and  divers 
other  pofleffions,  alienated  from  this  family  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  to  the  family 
of  Luttrell,  in  whom  it  has  invariably  continued  to  the  prefent  time,  John  Fownes 
Luttrell,  efq;  being  now  lord  thereof. 

The  manor  of  Eajibury  in  Carhampton  was  for  many  fucceflive  centuries  the  eftate 
of  the  very  ancient  family  of  Percival,  and  was  not  fevered  from  that  houfe  till  about 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century. 

There  is  within  this  parifti  an  ancient  hamlet  of  the  name  of  Rodehuijhy  ftanding  two 
miles  foutheaftward  from  the  church,  and  containing  twenty  houfes,  and  a fmall  chapel, 
which  feems  to  have  been  of  ancient  foundation,  the  name  being  compofed  of  the  Saxon 
Rob,  fignifying  a rood  or  crofs,  and  the  Belgic  word  a dwelling.  It  is  called 

in  Dom  fday-Book  Radehewisy  and  has  this  defcription: 

Hugo  holds  of  Alured  Radehewis.  Aluric  held  it  in  the  time  of  king  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  one  virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  one  carucate,  which  is  in  demefne, 
with  one  cottager,  and  one  acre  of  meadow,  and  twelve  acres  of  pafture.  W hen  he 
**  received  it,  it  was  worth  two  Ihillings,  now  fix  ftiillings.”'^ 

* Vide  Jo.  Tinmoutb,  ap.  Capgrav.  in  Carantaco,  * Lei.  Itin.  ii.  loi, 


Lib.  Dojnefday.  ^ Ibid.  . 
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The  church  of  Carhampton,  valued  in  1292  at  four  marks  and  a half,®  was  appro- 
priated to  the  priory  of  Bath/  It  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  in  the 

patronage  of Sanford,  efq;  of  George-Hampton  in  the  county  of  Devon.  The 

Rev.  Mr.  Abraham  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  fouth  aile, 
and  chancel.  At  the  weft  end  there  is  a low  ftone  tower,  topped  with  wood,  containing 
a clock  and  four  bells. 

There  is  a monument®  in  the  fouth  aile  to  the  memory  of  Sarah  Trevelyan  of  Knole, 
relift  of  Thomas,  eldeftfon  ofHugh  Trevelyan,  of  Yarnfcombe  in  the  county  ofDevon, 
efq;  who  died  Nov.  26,  1667,  aged  37. 

This  parifh  contains  feventy  houfes,  and  nearly  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

* Taxat.  Spiritual.  *■  Mon.  Angl.  i.  477. 

8 Ther  lyith  one  Elizabeth,  wife  to  one  of  the  Luterelles  afore  the  high  altare  under  a playne  ft6ne.’‘ 
Lei.  Itin.  ii.  loi. 


C U L B O N E,  alias  K I T N O R. 

A Very  fmall  parifh  on  the  fea  coaft,  nine  miles  weft  from  the  town  of  Minehead, 
containing  only  nine  houfes  and  fifty  inhabitants.  The  lands  confift  of  eighty 
acres  of  arable,  and  two  hundred  acres  of  pafture  and  furze-brake,  the  reft  is  wood. 

The  ancient  appellation  of  this  parifh  is  Kytenore  or  Kitnor;  d;hat  of  Culbone 
having  obtained  in  later  times,  from  the  faint  to  whom  its  church  is  dedicated.  The 
Norman  furvey  calls  it  Chetemrcy  and  thus  defcribes  it : 

Drogo  holds  of  the  bifhop  [of  Coutance]  Chetenore.  In  the  time  of  king 
Edward  it  gelded  for  one  hide,  and  one  virgate.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  There 
are  two  villanes,  and  one  cottager,  and  one  fervant,  with  one  plough,  and  fifty  acres  of 
pafture,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  fifteen  fhillings.  Thefe  two 
“ manors  [viz.  Winemerefham,  nowWinfham,  which  immediately  precedes  this  article, 
and  Chetenore]  Ofmund  held  in  the  time  of  king  Edward.** 

Which  Ofmund,  being  difpofTefTed  of  it  at  the  Norman  revolution,  king  William  the 
Conqueror  conferred  it  on  Geffrey  bifhop  of  Coutance,  with  divers  other  manors  in  this 
county.  In  latter  ages  it  had  owners  of  its  name,  of  whom  William  de  Kytenore  held 
it  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  after  whom  it  paffed  into  the  family  of  Bratton.  16  Ric.  II. 
Peter  Bratton  is  certified  to  hold  it  of  John  de  Raleghe  as  of  his  manor  of  Alryngton, 
by  military  fervice,  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  Thomas  his  fon  and  heir.'  Which 
Thomas  was  anceftor  to  John  Bratton,  who  was  lord  of  this  vill  in  the  time  of  Edw.  IV. 
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! Efc.  16  RIc.  ir. 
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and  was  father  of  feveral  children,  of  whom  John  the  eldeft  had  Kitenore.  To  him 
fucceeded  John,  Simon,  and  John,  all  of  them  poffeflbrs  of  this  place.  But  by  the 
inquifition,  6 Henry  VI.  Walter  Pauncefote  (the  heir  of  Henry  Sidenham)  and 
William  Bachell  are  certified  to  hold  feparateJy  half  a knight’s  fee  here,  which  Maurice 
de  Kytenore  formerly  held.''  The  prefent  poffeflbr  is  Lord  King,  who  is  allb  patron 
of  the  living,  which  is  a redbory,  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter.  The  Rev.  William  Clare 
is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  Gothick  building,  thirty-four  feet  long,  and  twelve  feet  wide, 
confifting  of  a fingle  aile,  chancel,  and  porch,  covered  with  Cornifh  tiles.  The  fituation 
of  this  church  is  fingularly  romanticki  it  Hands  in  a little  narrow  cove,  about  four 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water.  On  each  fide  this  cove  the  hills  rife  almoft 
perpendicularly  more  than  twelve  hundred  feet  high.  T hat  on  the  weft  fide  is  conical,  and 
confiderably  higher.  The  back  of  the  cove  is  a noble  amphitheatre  of  fteep  hills  and 
rocks,  which  rife  near  fix  hundred  feet  above  the  church,  and  are  covered  with  coppice 
woods  to  the  tops.  The  trees  which  compofe  thefe  vaft  plantations,  fet  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  are  oaks,  beech,  mountain  afti,  poplars,  pines,  and  firs,  mingled  together  in 
tlie'  moft  wanton  variety.  At  the  back  ground  of  this  cove,  through  a fteep  narrow 
winding  glen,  a fine  rivulet  rufhes  down  a narrow  rocky  channel  overhung  with  wood, 
and  pafling  by  the  church,  forms  a fucceflion  of  cafcades  in  its  defcent  down  the  rocks 
into  the  fea. 

This,  fpot  is  as  truly  romantick  as  any  perhaps  which  the  kingdom  can  exhibit. 
The  magnitude,  height,  and  grandeur  of  the  hills,  rocks,  and  woods,  at  the  back  and 
on  each  fide  of  the  cove;  the  folemnity  of  the  furrounding  fcene;  the  found  of  the 
rivulet  roaring  down  its  craggy  channel;  the  fteep  impaflable  defcent  from  the  church 
down  to  the  beach;  the  dafhing  of  the  waves  on  a rough  and  ftony  ftiore  at  an  awful 
diftance  below;  the  extent  of  the  channel,  and  finely  varied  coaft  and  mountains  of 
Wales  beyond  it;  form  a fcene  peculiarly  adapted  to  ftrikethe  mind  with  pleafure  and 
aftoirilhment. 

This  parifh  cannot  be  approached  on  horfeback  without  great  difficulty,  and  even 
danger;  the  road  from  Porlock  being  only  a path  about  two  feet  wide,  winding  in  a 
zigzag  diredlion  along  the  flope  of  the  hills,  and  often  interrupted  by  large  loofe  ftones 
and  roots  of  trees.  The  woods  abound  with  whortleberries,  and  a variety  of  fine  poly- 
podies, lichen,  and  other  moffes;  among  which  is  fome  of  the  yellow  rein-deer  mofs, 
very  bright  and  fcarce.  There  are  alfo  fome  rare  plants;  and  many  wild  deer,  foxes, 
badgers,  and  martin  cats,  inhabit  thefe  woods. 

During  the  three  winter  months  the  fun  is  never  feen  here ; being  entirely  hid  by  the 
height  of  the  furrounding  hills. 


^ Lib.  feod.  ms. 
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CUTCOMBE 

IS  an  extenfive  parilh,  lying  eight  miles  fouth  from  Minehead,  and  twenty-feven 
northweft  from  Taunton.  The  church  and  moft  of  the  houfes  are  fituated  in  a 
fruitful  vale,  called  Watercomhe^  bounded  by  very  lofty  eminences  to  the  north  and 
fouth.  On  the  weftern  fide  is  Dunkery,  a very  large  and  high  mountain,  (landing  in  the 
feveral  parifhes  of  Cutcombe,  Luccombe,  Wotton- Courtney,  Stoke-Pero,  and  Exford. 
From  the  church  at  Wotton-Courtney  the  afcent  to  its  (ummit  is  three  miles,  and 
very  deep.  Its  bafe  is  about  twelve  miles  in  circumference.  The  higheft  part  of  it  is 
the  fouth  fouthweft,  and  by  an  accurate  meafurement  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy  feet  above  the  fea  at  high-water  mark.  To  this  height  it  rifes  in  naked, 
fublimity,  and  is  feen  at  a vaft  diftance  both  by  fea  and  land;  but  frequently  the 
top  is  obfcured  in  clouds.  No  part  is  cultivated;  but  in  many  places  it  is  covered  with 
whortleberry  plants,  divers  fpecies  of  erica,  and  fome  rare  bog  and  other  molTes,  with 
a little  grafs  intermixed. 

On  the  top  of  this  hill  is  a vaft  colleflion  of  rough  loofe  ftones,  from  one  to  two  hun- 
dred pounds  in  weight  each;  and  among  them  the  ruins  of  three  large  fire-hearths, 
about  eight  feet  fquare,  and  built  of  rough  unwrought  ftones.  Thefe  fire-places  form 
an  equilateral  triangle,  and  in  the  center  is  another  hearth  confiderably  larger  than  the 
reft.  At  the  diftance  of  near  a mile,  and  more  than  two  hundred  feet  lower,  the  veftiges 
of  two  other  hearths  are  vifible,  with  vaft  quantities  of  rough  loofe  disjointed  ftones 
fcattered  round  them.  Thefe  are  the  remains  of  thofe  beacons  which  were  formerly 
eredled  on  this  elevated  fpot,  in  order  to  alarm  the  country  in  times  of  civil  difcord  or 
foreign  invafion.  Hence  the  hill  to  this  day  retains  the  name  oiDunkery  Beacon. 

As  this  is  the  higheft  mountain  in  the  weft  of  England,  it  affords  fo  extenfive  and  noble 
aprofpecft,  as  to  merit  particular  defcription.  In  a clear  day  the  view  extends  from 
the  high  lands  near  Plymouth,  on  the  fouthweft,  to  the  Malvern-Hills  in  Worcefterfhire 
on  the  north,  which  are  more  than  two  hundred  miles  diftant  from  each  other.  On  the 
weft  and  northweft  the  Britifh  Channel,  for  near  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  length, 
lies  under  the  eye,  with  the  greater  part  of  South-Wales,  from  Monmouthfhire  down  to 
Pembrokeihire,  riling  in  a fine  amphitheatre  beyond  it.  To  the  eaft  and  fouth,  the 
greater  part  of  Somerfetfhire,  Dorfet,  and  Devon,  with  fome  parts  of  Hants  and  Wilts, 
appear  to  view.  When  the  air  is  clear  and  ferene  the  line  which  bounds  the  horizon 
cannot  be  lefs  than  five  hundred  miles  in  circumference,  and  takes  in  fifteen  counties. 

The  name  of  this  parifh  is  written  in  the  Norman  furvey  Udecome,  which  is  derived 
from  the  Saxon  Fuba,  wood,  and  Comb,  a deep  valley  or  hollow  befet  with  moun- 
tains. It  is  thus  furveyed;  . 

William  himfelf  holds  Udecome.  JElmer  held  it  in  the  time  of  king  Edward;  and 
gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  fifteen  carucates.  In  demefne  are  four  caru- 
**  cates,  and  fix  fervants,  and  eighteen  villanes,  and  five  cottagers,  with  five  ploughs. 
There  are  fix  fwirjeherds,  who  pay  thirty-one  pigs;  and  a mill  of  five  (hillings  rent, 

and 
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and  fix  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  two  miles  in  length,  and  one  mile  in  breadth. 

A wood  one  mile  long,  and  half  a mile  broad.  It  was  formerly  worth  three  pounds, 

now  fix  pounds. 

“ Of  the  land  of  this  manor  three  foldiers  hold  of  William  one  hide  and  half  a vir- 
“ gate  of  land,  and  they  have  there  two  ploughs,  and  four  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with 
**  one  plough.  There  are  two  acres  of  meadow,  and  fourteen  acres  of  wood;  pafture 
‘‘  half  a mile  in  length,  and  five  furlongs  in  breadth.  It  was  and  is  worth  thirty-five 
“ Ihillings  and  fixpence.”’ 

This  was  another  of  the  manors  which  the  Conqueror  gave  to  Sir  William  de 
Mohun,  from  whom  it  aifumed  the  name  of  Cutcombe-Mohun,  and  in  whofe  defend- 
ants it  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  when  John  Lord 
Mohun  dying  without  ilTue  male,  fuch  eftates  as  remained  unalienated  by  his  widow,® 
were  divided  betwixt  three  daughters,  coheirelfes,  of  whom  Philippa  the  wife  of  Edward 
Duke  of  York  had  this  manor,  and  died  feized  thereof  lo  Henry  VI.  leaving  Richard 
Lord  le  Strange  of  Knocking,  her  coufin  and  next  heir.”  Which  Richard,  24  Henry 
VI.  is  found  to  have  releafed  all  his  right  to  this  manor  of  Cutcombe-Mohun  to 
Alexander  Hody  and  others.” 

But  there  was  another  manor  in  Cutcombe,  called  the  manor  of  Cutcomhe-Raleigb, 
from  its  pofleflbrs  of  that  name,  to  diftinguiih  it  from  the  other.  This  manor  de- 
fended through  many  generations  of  the  Raleighs  to  the  family  ofDodifham;  and 
thence  by  the  marriage  of  Eleanor,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  William  Dodilham,  to  John 
Gilbert,  of  Wollavington,  efq;  whofe  daughter  and  heir  Joan  brought  it  by  marriage  to 
Roger  Pym  of  Brymore,  from  whofe  defendants  it  pafled  in  like  manner  by  the  mar- 
riage of  an  heirefs  to  Sir  Thomas  Hales,  bart.  and  now  both  the  manors  of  Cutcombe- 
Mohun,  and  Cutcombe-Raleigh,  are  in  the  polfciTion  of  Sir  Philip  Hales,  bart. 

There  are  two  hamlets  in  this  parifh  of  the  names  of  Ludwell- Bridge,  and  Codjend, 
The  former  is  two  miles  fouthweft  from  Cutcombe,  and  contains  twelve  houfes.  A fair 
is  held  here  about  Michaelmas  for  fiieep  and  black  cattle.  The  other  hamlet  is  three 
miles  wef , and  contains  only  five  houfes.  In  Codfend  moor  a fmall  ftream  rifes  called 
Wefter  River,  which  runs  through  Ladwell,  and  has  over  it  two  fmall  ftone  bridges. 
A fecond  river,  called  Stowey  Water,  rifes  in  Harecliff,  one  mile  eaftward  from  the 
church;  and  a third  rifes  in  Dunkery.  All  thefe  rivers  contain  trout  and  eels,  and  run 
to  Dunfter,  where  they  dif harge  themfelves  into  the  fa. 

Betwixt  Cutcombe  and  Timberf  ombe  there  is  a depopulated  place,  called  Oaktrow, 
which  having  been  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Cutcombe-Mohun,  we  fhall  here  briefly 
notice.  Its  ancient  name  was  Wochetrev,  as  we  find  it  in  Domefday-book: 

Durand  holds  of  William  [de  Mohun]  Wochetrev.  Manno  held  it  in  the  time 

of  king  Edward,  and  gelded  for  half  a virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  one  carucate. 
“ There  are  two  villanes,  with  half  a plough,  and  four  acres  of  wood.  It  was  worth 

four  Ihillings,  now  fix  Ihillings.”* ** 


* Lib.  Domefday.  »"  See  the  account  of  Dunller.  " Efc.  to  Hen.  VI. 

« Rot,  clauf,  24  Hen,  VI,  p Lib.  Domefday. 
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The  church  of  Cutcombe  was  anciently  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Brewton,  and 
together  with  Luxborough  was  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks.’  The  prior  of  Dunfter 
received  out  of  the  reftory  an  annual  penfion  of  forty  fhillings  and  three-pence. 

The  living  is  a redtory  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilkins  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church 'is  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence/  and  is  an  ancient  ftrudture,  confifting  of 
a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile  tiled 3 a tower  at  the  weft  end  contains  five  bells. 

There  is  no  monument  nor  infcription  worthy  of  notice. 

A charity-fchool  was  founded  in  this  parifti  about  the  year  1720,  by  Richard 
Ellworth,  of  Timberfcombe,  efq;  for  teaching  poor  children  to  read  and  write.  The 
endowment  was  ten  pounds  per  annum,  and  the  fchool  is  ftill  kept  up. 

The  number  of  houfes  in  this  parifti  is  about  eighty-fix,  and  of  inhabitants  upwards 
of  five  hundred.  The  average  number  of  chriftenings  fifteen  3 the  burials  eight. 

9 Taxat.  Spiritual.  *■  Efton  fays  St.  John. 


D U N S T E R 

IS  a town  fituated  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Bridgwater,  on  the  margin  of  a rich 
and  fertile  vale,  open  on  the  north  to  the  Briftol  Channel,  which  is  one  mile  diftant3 
but  bounded  on  all  other  fides  by  fteep  and  lofty  hills,  rifing  one  behind  another  in 
grand  fucceflion. 

In  the  time  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy  this  was  a place  of  great  note,  and  was  a 
fortrefs  of  the  Weft-Saxon  kings.  At  this  early  period,  and  indeed  for  fome  centuries 
after,  it  was  called  Toppe,  a fortified  tower  3 but  in  after  days  Dunejiorre,  and  by  con- 
tradlion  Dunfter-,  the  additional  Dun  or  Dune  implying  a ridge  of  mountains  ftretching 
out  lengthwife  upon  the  fea  coaft. 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  Gonqueft  it  conftituted  the  head  of  a large  barony,  and 
was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  Sir  William  de  Moion  or  Mohun.  The 
ftjrvey  fays : 

“ William  himfelf  holds  T orre,  and  there  is  his  caftle.  Aluric  held  it  in  the  time  of 
**  king  Edward,  and  gelded  for  half  a hide.  The  arable  is  one  carucate.  There  are  two 
mills  of  ten  Ihillings  rent,  and  fifteen  cottagers,  and  five  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty 
**  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  formerly  worth  five  Ihillings,  now  fifteen  ftiillings.”* 

This  Sir  William  de  Mohun,  who  was  of  a very  ancient  and  eminent  family  in 
Normandy,  when  the  Norman  duke  had  announced  his  intention  of  vifiting  England 


» Lib.  Domefday. 
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in  arms,  Avas  one  of  the  firfl:  of  thofe  gentry  who  engaged  in  the  expedition,  and  brought 
over  with  him  fifty-feven  knights  of  his  retinue,  all  of  them  perfons  of  diftindtion,  both 
as  to  parentage  and  military  enterprize.'’  Having  thus  relinquilhed  his  native  foil, 
he  feated  himfelf  among  thofe  territories  which  he  had  acquired  from  his  vidtorious 
fovereign,  and  not  only  rebuilt  the  caftle,  but  added  largely  to  the  buildings  of  the 
town;  and,  on  the  northweft  fide  of  his  manfion'  eredted  a priory  of  Benedidtine 
monks,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  honour  of  St.  George,  and  in  the  church  whereof  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  buried.** 

To  this  William  de  Mohitn  fucceeded  another  William,  who  was  alfo  a knight,  and 
is  reported  to  have  been  a perfon  of  great  valour.  He  improved  the  buildings  of  his 
prcdeceflbr  at  D under,  and  was  a great  benefadtor  to  the  prioiy  there,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  Taunton,  founded  by  William  Giffard,  biiliop  of  Winchefter.  He  was  alfo 
buried  at  Dunfter.  By  Agnes  his  wife  he  left  iffue  another  Sir  William  de  Mohun,  the 
third  of  that  name ; 

Which  William  was  one  of  tliofe  barons  who  efpoufed  the  eaufe  of  Maud  the  em- 
prefs,  and,  befides  other  afllftance,  fortified  his  caftle  here  in  her  behalf,  and  made  many 
fuccefsful  incurfions  into  the  neighbouring  country:  for  thefe  important  fervices  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  created  Earl  of  Somerfet  and  Dorfet,  a title  he  enjoyed  till  his 
death,  which  happened  about  A.  D.  1 1 6o,  when  he  was  buried  in  the  priory  of  Brewton, 
of  his  own  foundation. 

His  fon  and  heir  William,  Mefchyn,  fucceeded  him.  This  William,  I2 

Henry  II.  upon  levying  the  aid  for  marrying  the  king’s  daughter,  certified  his  knight’s 
fees  in  this  county  to  be  in  number,  of  the  old  feoffment,  forty,  and  thofe  of  the  new, 
four.®  He  confirmed  his  father’s  benefaflions  to  the  priory  of  Brewton,  and  was  buried 
in  the  conventual  church  of  Dunfter.^ 

To  him  fucceeded  Reginald  de  Mohun,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  6 John  had  livery  of 
his  lands.  He  married  Alice,  one  of  the  fillers  and  coheireffes  of  William  Bruer,  of 
Torre  in  the  county  of  Devon,  afterwards  called  T’orre-Mohun  from  this  family,  its 
future  poffelfors.  This  Alice  Bruer  is  fet  down  among  the  benefaflors  to  the  new 
cathedral  church  of  Salifbury,  having  contributed  thereto  all  the  marble  neceffary  for 
the  building  thereof  for  twelve  years.®  She  furvived  the  faid  Reginald  de  Mohun  her 
hufband,  and  was  afterwards  married  to  William  Paganel.  Her  ilTue  by  the  former  was 
Reginald,  John,  (who  was  feated  at  Ham-Mohun  in  the  county, of  Dorfet,  where  his 
defeendants  long  continued)  and  William. 

Reginald  de  Mohun,  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  to  the  honour  and  caftle  of  Dunfter. 
Which  Reginald  26  Henry  III.  was  conftituted  chief  juftice  of  all  the  forefts  fouth  of 
Trent,  and  37  Henry  III.  was  appointed  governor  of  Sauvey  caftle  in  Leicefterlhire. 
41  Henry  III.  he  had  fummons  to  attend  the  king  at  Briftol  with  horfe  and  arms, 

*yid.  Le}.  Colle^tan.  vol,  i,  pp.  20Z,  203,  where  their  names  are  recited.  Dugdale  fays  only  forty-feven. 

* Lei.  Itin.  vol.  ii.  p.  101.  Lei.  Colleflan.  vol.  i.  p.  203. 

• Lib,  nig.  vol.  i.  p.  gi,  92.  ^ Lei.  Colledlan.  «bi  fupra.  * Lei.  Itin.  iii.  95. 
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thence  to  march  againft  the  Welfh.  He  died  that  fame  year,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
John  de  Mohun  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir: 

Which  John  married  Joan  the  daughter  of  Sir  Reginald  Fitzpiers,  by  whom  he  had  a 
fon  of  his  own  name,  who  inherited  the  eftate.  He  died  in  Gafcony  7 Edward  1.  being 
then  feized  of  the  manors  of  Dunfter,  Carhampton,  Cutcombe,  Minehead,  Ifle-Brewer, 
and  Kilton  in  this  county,  befides  divers  other  manors  in  the  county  of  Devon.’’ 

John  de  Mohun,  the  fecond  of  the  name,  was  22  Edward  I.  in  the  expedition  then 
made  into  Gafcony.  26  and  27  Edw.  1.  he  was  in  the  Scottifli  wars,  and  28  Edw.  I.  was 
fummoned  amongft  the  barons  to  parliament.  He  died  4 Edw.  III.  leaving  John  his 
grandfon,  (viz.  fon  of  John  his  eldeft  fon,  who  died  in  his  life-time)  his  next  heir. 

This  laft  John  Lord  Mohun  doing  his  homage  15  Edward  III.  had  livery  of  his 
lands,  and  in  the  fame  year  confirmed  all  the  donations  which  his  predeceffors  had  made 
to  the  priory  of  Dunfter.*  16  Edward  III.  he  ferved  in  the  expedition  then  made  into 
France,  in  the  retinue  of  Bartholomew  de  Bergherfh,  with  whom,  during  his  minority, 
he  had  been  in  ward,  and  whofe  daughter  Joan  he  afterwards  married.  This  John  Lord 
Mohun  was  one  of  the  firft  knights  of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  garter,’'  and 
47  Edw.  III.  had  his  laft  fummons  to  parliament.  He  died  about  48  Edw.  III. 
leaving  three  daughters  his  coheifeffes,  viz.  Philippa,  married  to  Edward  Duke  of  York, 
Elizabeth,  to  William  de  Montacute  Earl  of  Salilbury,  and  Maud,  to  John  Lord 
Strange  of  Knocking. 

Which  three  daughters  ftiould  have  jointly  inherited  the  patrimonial  eftatesj  but  it 
feems  that  a deed  and  fine  had  been  levied  and  made  by  the  faid  John  Lord  Mohun 
their  father  fometime  before  his  death,  of  the  barony,  honour,  and  manor  of  Dunfter, 
together  with  the  manors  of  Minehead  and  Kilton,  and  the  hundred  of  Carhampton, 
which  he  thereby  vefted  in  the  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  truftees,  for  fuch 
ules  as  his  wife  ftiould,  in  cafe  fhe  ftirvived  him,  declare.  In  purfuance  of  which  deed 
the  faid  Lady  Mohun  50  Edward  III.  fold  the  reverfion  of  the  faid  premifes  to  Lady 
Elizabeth  Luttrell,  relid  of  Sir  Andrew  F.uttrell,  of  Chilton  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
and  daughter  of  Hugh  Courtnai,  Earl  of  Devonftiire.  This  fale  being  abfolute,  great 
fuits  at  law  arofe  between  the  Duke  of  York  and  Lord  Strange  of  Knocking,  who,  as 
it  has  been  before  obferved,  married  Sir  John  Mohun’s  two  daughtei'Sj  and  they  fet 
forth  another  deed,  whereby  the  faid  Sir  John  had  entailed  the  fame  lands  on  the  heirs 
of  his  body;  and  for  that  and  other  reafons  difputed  the  power  he  had  of  making  a 
different  difpofal. 

Efc.  * Mon.  Angl.  i.  477. 

^ Of  this  John  it  Is  recorded,  that  upon  a petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dunfter  for  certain  lands  adjoining 
to  the  town,  whereon  to  depafture  their  cattle  freely  and  in  common,  he  allowed  his  lady  Joan  Mohun,  who 
fupplicated  in  the  townfmen’s  behalf,  as  much  foil  as  (he  could  go  round  in  one  day  barefoot  for  tlie  purpofe 
abovementioned.  Although  this  feems  to  reft  merely  on  tradition,  yet  certain  it  is,  that  a great  number  of 
privileges  flowed  from  the  houfe  of  Mohun  to  this  and  other  townfliips  that  were  held  under  it.  This  John  de 
Mohun  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  a crofs  engrailed  fable-,  though  the  inore  ancient  coat  feems  to  have  been. 
Gules,  a dexter  arm,  habited  with  a maunch  ermine,  the  hand  liolding  a fleur-de-lis  or.  Both  thefe  coats 
were  ufed  by  the  priory  of  Brewton,  founded  by  this  family. 

VoL.  II.  C 
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The  circumftances  of  this  fuit  having  puzzled  the  judges  in  point  of  law,  the  par- 
fiament  interfered,*  and  firfl  petitioned  the  King,  that  he  would  give  a peremptory  order 
to  the  judges  to  give  their  opinion;  and  by  a fecond  petition  i Henry  IV.  defired  that 
he  would  order  the  difpute  to  a reference;  it  being  their  opinion,  that  the  parties 
Contending  were  unequal  in  condition  to  difpute  the  title  in  law,  confidering  the  poor 
eftate  of  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell,  fon  of  the  lady  Elizabeth  Luttrell,  who  had  made  the 
purchafe,  and  the  great  power  and  riches  of  the  Duke  of  York.  On  this  laft  petition 
certain  lords,  bifhops,  and  judges,  were  fworn  in  parliamerft,  to  confider  the  whole  matter, 
^nd  were  ordered  to  make  an  award  by  a certain  day.  But  it  is  probable  that  in  the 
mean  time  fome  agreement  was  made  with  the  heirs  of  Lord  Mohun,  for  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  report  was  ever  entered ; and  it  is  certain  that  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell,  from 
this  time,  continued  in  quiet  pofleflion  of  the  faid  manors. 

Of  the  progenitors  of  this  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell,  I fliall  here  make  no  mention,  inaf- 
much  as  their  prior  refidence  was  at  Eaft  Quantockfhead,  an  ancient  manor  in  this 
county,  where  I purpofe  to  deduce  their  defcent  to  the  time  of  their  removal  to  Dunfter, 
which  was  immediately  after  the  death  of  Lady  Mohun. 

Sir  Hugh  Luttrell  abovementioned  was  the  firfl;  of  the  family  who  refided  here.  In 
fome  publick  records  this  Sir  Hugh  is  ftiled  kinfman  to  the  King,  and  under  that  title 
15  Richard  II.  had  the  grant  of  an  annuity  of  forty  pounds  iflTuing  out  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  alien  priory  of  Wenge  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  a Hen.  IV.  he  was 
appointed  fteward  of  the  C^een’s  houiliold,  and  foon  after  conftable  of  the  caftle  of 
Briflol,  and  warden  of  the  forefl;  of  Kingfwood.  3 Hen.  IV.  he  was  lieutenant  of 
Calais,  and  6 Hen.  IV.  was  a commiflloner  to  array  men  within  this  county,  on  an 
expectation  that  the  French  would  alTifl;  the  Welch  rebels.  3 Hen.  V.  he  attended  the 
King  at  the  taking  of  Harfleur,  upon  the  furrender  of  which  he  was  appointed  counfel 
to  the  lieutenant,  and  foon  after  fucceeded  him.  4 Hen.  V.  in  confideration  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds,  he  agreed  to  ferve  the  King  in  the  French  wars  in 
perfon  for  one  year,  together  with  twenty  men  at  arms,  whereof  one  was  to  be  a knight, 
and  the  reft  efquires,  and  fixty  archers;  all  to  be  ready  at  Southampton  by  the  fourth 
of  May:  and  the  year  following  he  was  appointed  to  treat  with,  and  take  the  furrender 
of  the  town  jof  Monfterville.  He  was  feveral  times  chofen  knight  of  the  Ihire  for  the 
county  of  Devon;  and  on  the  coronation  of  Henry  V’s  Queen,  he  was  appointed  fteward 
of  her  houfhold.  In  his  old  age  he  lived  always  at  Dunfter,  where  he  rebuilt  a confi- 
derable  part  of  the  caftle,  and  kept  great  hofpitality.  That  he  had  great  Intereft  at 
court,  appears  by  a letter  from  Heniy  VI.  to  the  king  of  Scotland,  demanding  fatisfac- 
tion,  on  the  complaint  of  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell,  for  harbouring  a Spanifh  ftiip,  that  had 
taken  one  of  his  fifliing  boats,  and  abufed  his  tenants  at  Minehead.  He  died  about 
10  Henry  VI.  leaving  illue  by  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Beaumont,  of 
Shirwell  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and  widow  of  John  Strecche,  Sir  John  Luttrell  his 
fucceffor,  and  three  daughters. 

Which  John,  only  fon  of  Sir  Hugh,  was  with  his  father  in  France,  and  there  knighted. 
.He  died  one  year  after  him,  having  married  two  wives;  ift,  Joan,  daughter  of  Sir  John 


‘ .Rot.  JParl.  1,  2,  4 Hen,  IV. 
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Malet  of  Enmore,  by  whom  he  had  no  children}  and  2d,  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
Lord  Audley,  by  whom  he  had  James  his  only  fon. 

Which  James  Luttrell  was  in  ward  to  Sir  Philip  Courtenai,  and  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William,  eldeft  brother  to  Sir  pdward  Courtenai  of  Haccombe, 
who  I Henry  VII.  became  earl  of  Devonlhire,"*  This  James  was  always  a faithful 
adherent  to  the  interefts  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafter,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  W akefield, 
where  the  Duke  of  York  was  killed,  and  where  he  was  knitted  in  the  field;  but  foon 
after,  at  the  fecond  battle  of  St.  Alban’s,  fighting  manfully  for  Henry  VI.  he  received 
feveral  grievous  wounds,  of  which  he  died  the  next  day;  and  i Edw.  IV.  was,  together 
with  five  hundred  lords,  knights,  and  efquires,  attainted  in  Parliament.  On  this 
attainder  his  whole  eftate  in  Somerfet,  Devon,  and  Suffolk,  was  declared  to  be  forfeited, 
and  was  accordingly  feized  into  the  King’s  hands,  notwithftanding  it  had  been  vefted  in 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  bifhop  of  London,  and  others,  to  preferve  an  inheritance 
to  his  children:^ — An  inftance,  among  many  others,  that  in  times  of  violence  and 
inteftine  commotion,  fettlements  are  but  a feeble  fecurity  to  a family,  be  they  drawn 
ever  fo  carefully!  All  thefe  poflefTions  were  granted  to  Sir  William  Herbert,  and  to 
the  heirs  male  of  his  body;  who  was  foon  after  created  Baron  of  Dunfter  and  Earl 
of  Pembroke. 

The  children  of  this  Sir  James  Luttrell  were,  Alexander,  who  died  foon  after  his 
father,  and  Hugh,  as  alfo  feveral  daughters,  ail  young  at  the  time  of  his  death.  They 
were  fubfifted  on  a rent  charge  of  fifty  pounds  fer  annuniy  which  foon  after  his  marriage 
he  had  made  in  truft  to  James  Lots  and  other  truftees  for  the  ufe  of  his  younger  chil- 
dren. But  I Hen.  VII.  Hugh  Luttrell,  the  only  furviving  fon  of  Sir  James,  having  in 
a petition  fet  forth  to  the  King  in  parliament,  that  what  his  father  did  and  fuffered  for, 
was  the  truth  and  loyalty  to  his  fovereign  King  Henry  VI.  praying  that  he  might  be 
reftored  to  the  lands  of  his  anceftors,  the  attainder  was  reverfed  in  parliament. 

This  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell  was  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bath  at  the  coronation  of  Hen. 
VIPs  Queen.  He  married  two  wives,  ift,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Robert  Plill,  filler  by 
the  mother  to  Lord  Daubeney,  chamberlain  to  King  Henry  VII.;  and  2d,  Walthera, 
widow  of  Thomas  Dreloc,  and  afterwards  of  Walter  Yorke,  merchant  of  the  Stannaries. 
By  his  firft  wife  he  had  Andrew  his  fon  and  heir,  and  feveral  other  children.  13  Hen. 
VII.  this  Sir  Hugh  attended  the  king  into  the  weft  in  the  expedition  againft  Perkin 
Warbeck.  He  feems  to  have  been  a very  devout  perfon;  for  2 Ilenry  VIII.  he  was, 
together  with  his  wife  Walthera,  admitted  into  the  fraternity  of  the  abbey  of  Athelney, 
and  the  fame  year  into  that  of  the  abbey  of  Walfingham  in  Norfolk,  becoming  thereby 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  all  the  mafles,  prayers,  alms,  &c.  belon^ng  to  the  faid  convents. 

Andrew  Luttrell  fucceeded  him  2 Hen.  VIII.  and  was  knighted  the  21ft  of  that 
reign,  in  which  year  he  was  fheriff  for  the  counties  of  Somerfet  and  Dorfet.  He  was 
likewife  one  of  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  collecft  the  firft-fruits  and  tenths,  which  had 
been  declared  by  parliament  to  be  in  the  King.  This  Sir  Andrew  refided  chiefly  at 
Quantockfliead,  where  he  died  30  Henry  VIII.  leaving  ilTue  by  Margaret,  daughter  o.f 

“ This  Sir  James  Luttrell  bore  on  his  feal  a Bend  between  fix  Martlets. 
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Sir  Thomas  Wyndham,  ofFelbrldge  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  Sir  John  Luttrell  of 
Dunfter,  Thomas,  Richard,  (anceftorto  the  Luttrells  ofHarland,  Honibere,  Sandon- 
Court,  and  Chelfea)  Andrew,  and  Hugh,  and  feveral  daughters. 

Jolin,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Andrew,  was  36  Henry  VIII.  with  the  Earl  of  Hertford  in 
Scotland,  and  prefent  at  the  taking  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  when  he  was  knighted. 
38  Henry  VIII.  he  v/as  with  the  faid  Earl  of  Hertford  at  Boulogne,  and  had  the  com- 
mand of  one  hundred  men.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  VI.  he  was  in  the  wars  of 
Scotland,  and  commanded  three  hundred  men  at  the  battle  of  Mufsleborough,  where, 
it  is  faid,  he  behaved  with  fuch  prowefs,  wifdom,  and  condudl,  as  gained  him  the 
charafter  of  a compleat  captain;  having  before,  that  of  a compleat  and  worthy  courtier. 
Indeed,  it  generally  appears,  that  he  was  aperfon  of  great  valour,  zealous  for  the  fervice 
of  his  prince,  and  extremely  defirous  of  glory;  to  obtain  which  he  Ipared  no  expence,  and 
by  that  means  greatly  wafted  the  fair  patrimony  which  defcended  to  him  from  his  ancef- 
tors;  felling  great  part  of  his  demefnes  at  Dunfter,  Kilton,  and  elfewhere;  and  at  laft 
mortgaging  the  plate  and  furniture  belonging  to  Dunfter-Caftle,  and  his  other  houfes. 

There  is  an  ancient  pidure  in  the  caftle,  done  by  a tolerable  hand,  of  a man  fwim- 
ming  in  the  fea,  and  looking  up  to  certain  figures  in  the  clouds ; to  which  is  added,  by  a 
later  and  very  indifferent  painter,  the  figure  of  a lady  floating  by  his  fide.  This  is  tradi- 
tionally faid  to  have  been  the  pi6hire  of  Sir  John  Luttrell,  and  refers  to  his  having  faved 
a certain  lady  from  drowning,  whom  he  was  then  in  love  with,  and  afterwards  married. 

His  wife’s  name  was  Mary  Griffith,  a lady  of  North-Wales,  who  foon  after  his  death 
was  married  to  James  Godolphin  of  the  county  of  Cornwall.  He  had  iflTue  by  the  faid 
Mary  three  daughters,  heirs  to  a third  part  of  his  eftate,  the  other  parts  being  by  two 
entails,  and,  by  the  will  of  this  Sir  John,  given  to  Thomas  Luttrell  his  brother. 

Which  Thomas,  in  order  to  preferve  the  remainder  clear  from  his  nieces’  portions 
and  his  brother’s  debts,  fold  all  the  lands  in  Devonlhire  and  Suffbll^,  which  lands  were 
fully  replaced  in  this  county,  by  his  marriage  with  Margaret,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of 
Chriftopher  Hadley  of  Withycombe,  great  grardaughter  of  Philippa,  daughter  of 
Sir  Humphry  Audley,  by  Elizabeth  widow  of  Sir  James  Luttrell.  On  occafion  of  this 
confanguinity,  a fpecial  bull  was  obtained  5 Philip  and  Mary  from  Pope  Paul  V.  This 
Thomas  died  13  Eliz.  Margaret  his  wife,  furviving  him,  was  afterwards  married  to 
John  Strode  of  Parnham,  and  thirdly,  to  Richard  Hill,  efq. 

George  Luttrell,  his  eldeft  fon,  inherited  his  father’s  and  mother’s  lands,  and  was 
iherifF  of  Somerfetftiire  36  Eliz.  He  added  greatly  to  the  buildings  of  the  caftle,  and 
was  much  noted  for  his  hofpitality,  and  the  general  love  and  refpedt  of  his  neighbours. 
He  lived  to  a great  age,  dying  in  1630,  having  married  two  wives,  ift,  Joan,  daughter 
of  Hugh  Stewkley  of  Marfti  in  this  parifli;  and  2d,  Silveftra  Capper,  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  Sir  Edmund  Story,  and  next  to  Gyles  Penny. 

Thomas,  eldeft  fon  of  the  faid  George  Luttrell,  by  Joan  his  wife,  married  in  his 
father’s  life-time  Jane  the  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Popham  of  Littlecot,  knt.  and  died 
in  1647,  leaving  by  her  feveral  fons,  of  whom  George,  Francis,  and  Thomas,  were 
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fucceflively  lords  of  Dunfter-Caftle.  Thomas,  the  third  fon,  married  Lucy,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Simonds,  of  Cambridgefhire,  efq;  and  was  father  of  two  fons,  Francis 
and  Alexander. 

Francis  Luttrell,  the  eldeft,  married  Jane,  foie  heir  of  John  Tregonwell,  of  Milton- 
abbey  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq;  and  died  at  Plymouth  in  1690,  being  then  colonel  of 
a regiment  in  the  fervice  of  King  William ; leaving  by  the  faid  J ane  one  fon,  T regonwell 
Luttrell,  who  died  without  iflue  in  1706,  and  two  daughters,  Mary,  the  wife  of  Sir 
George  Rooke,  vice-admiral  of  England;  and  Frances,  wife  firft  of  Edward  Hervey, 
efq;  and  afterwards  of  Edward  Aflie,  of  Heytelbuiy  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  efq. 

On  the  death  of  Tregonwell  Luttrell  in  1706,.  Alexander  his  uncle  fucceeded  in  the 
eftate  of  Dunfter.  He  ferved  in  all  the  war  in  Flanders  during  the  reign  of  King 
William;  and  in  Queen  Anne’s  time  was  colonel  of  the  royal  regiment  of  marines.  He 
was  alfo  during  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  reigns  member  of  parliament  for  the  borough, 
of  Minehead.  He  died  in  1714,  leaving  by  Dorothy  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward 
Yard  of  Churfton  in  the  county  of  Devon,  two  fons,  Alexander,  lord  of  Dunfter-Caftle 
and  Quantockftiead,  and  member  of  parliament  for  Minehead;  and  Francis. 

Alexander  Luttrell  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  of  Nettle- 
combe,  bart.  but  by  her  having  no  ifllie  male,  he  left  his  eftates  to  defcend  to  one  foie 
daughter  and  heirefs,  Margaret,  married  to  Henry  Fownes,  of  Nethaway  in  the  county 
of  Devon,  elq;  who  thereupon  aflumed  the  name  of  Luttrell,  and  was  father  of  John 
Fownes  Luttrell,  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  Dunfter-Caftle,  and  member  of  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Minehead. 

The  caftle  is  to  this  day  the  refidence  of  the  Luttrell  family.  It  is  a large  ftately 
edifice,  fituated  on  a fteep  hill  at  the  fouth  extremity  of  the  principal  ftreet,  and  com- 
mands a fine  view  of  the  town,  the  fea,  and  the  mountains  of  South-Wales.  Like 
other  fortrefles,  it  has  been  the  fcene  of  various  military  confufion ; and  was  for  fome 
time  the  durance  of  the  famous  William  Prynn." 

The  extent  of  territory  and  feudal  power  which  formerly  appended  to  this  caftle,  may 
be  gathered  from  the  following  records : 

King  William  the  Conqueror  gave  to  Sir  William  de  Mohun,  together  with  the  fcite 
and  demefnes  of  the  caftle,  no  lefs  than  fifty-fix  manors  or  vills  in  this  county,  all  of 
them  fubfervient  and  doing  fervice  thereto." 

In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  the  following  fees  appertained  to  Sir  William  de  Mohun, 
the  fourth  of  that  name,  and  were  thus  held 

William,  the  fon  of  Durant,  holds  five  knight’s  Alexander  de  Badlalton,  three. 

fees  and  a half.  Hugh  de  Gundeville,  two. 

William  de  Elleworthe,  four.  Talebot  de  Hathfelde,  two. 

Roger  Arundel,  three.  Reiner  I'ornach,  one  fee  and  a half. 

" See  vol,  1.  Wood’s  Athena:  Oxon.  ii.  437  ; Biographical  Diflionary ; Sec, 
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William  de  St.  Leger,  one 
Gefferey  de  Ver,  one 
Gefiferey  Hufley,  one 
Ralph  HulTey,  one 
John  Croc,  one 

Thomas  de  Campo  florldo,  one 
V/ alter  de  Lege,  one 
Robert  Wallh,  one 

Robert  Fitz-GefFerey,  one  fee  and  a half 
Robert  Dumaz,  half  a fee 
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Matthew  de  Combe  and  NIcol.  one  fee 
Simon  Bret,  half  a fee 
Ralph  Dacres,  half  a fee 
William  de  Punchardun,  two  fees 
Robert  de  Bratton,  one 
Richard  de  Langeham,  one 
Gerebert  de  Perce,  one 
Roger  de  Newborough,  one 
William  de  Curci,  one. 


Thefe  knights  fees  were  of  the  old  feoffment,  that  is,  fuch  as  conftituted  the  barony  of  the 
Mohuns  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  I. 


The  fees  of  the  new  feoffment,  that  is,  thofe  with  which  they  were  invefted  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  II,  were  as  follows: 

W illiam  de  Curci  holds  one  knight’s  fee  Hugh  de  Punchardun,  half  a fee 

Robert  Bohun,  one  Richard  de  London,  half  a fee. 

Luke  de  Campo  florido,  one 

Knights’  fees  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  belonging  to  John  de  Mohun,  4 Edw.  III.’ 


Whedon  holds  fix  oxgangs  of  land  in  Whedon, 
by  the  fervioe  of  half  a knight’s  fee. 

John  le  Bret  holds  of  the  fame  John  de  Mohun 
the  manor  of  I'orveftone,  by  the  fervice  of 
one  knight’s  fee. 

William  de  Pavely  holds  Weft  Cantokfhed,  by 
the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

Walter  de  Furneaux  holds  the  hamlet  of  Hole- 
ford,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

John  de  Bures  holds  the  manor  of  Ayly,  by  the 
fervice  of  half  a knight’s  fee. 

Margaret  de  Boteraux  holds  the  manor  of 
Sherentone,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

The  prior  of  Taunton  holds  the  manor  of 
Thurlokfton,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

Henry  Champflour  holds  the  manor  of  Wyke,  by 
the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

Walter  de  Wilton  holds  the  hamlet  of  Tokebere, 
by  the  fervice  of  three  parts  of  a knight’s  fee. 

Nicholas  de  Barton  holds  two  carucates  of  land 
in  Morbache,  by  tlie  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

William  Cheny  holds  the  manor  of  Pontindon, 
by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

Q’homas  Weft  holds  the  hamlet  of  Houndeftone, 
by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 


William  de  Thorne  holds  TH'orne-fagon,  by  the 
fervice  of  two  parts  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

Thomas  de  Arundel  holds  the  manor  of  Clot- 
worthy, by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

John  Durburgh  holds  the  manor  of  Hethfeld- 
T alebot,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

William  de  Poulelhull,  and  Hilary  de  Badlalton, 
hold  the  hamlet  of  Badialton,  by  the  fervice 
of  one  knight’s  fee, 

James  D’Audele  holds  the  manor  of  Stanton, 
by  one  knight’s  fee. 

John  de  Ralegh  bolds  the  manor  of  Ailludeford, 
by  one  knight’s  fee. 

Philip  de  Columbers  holds  the  manor  of  Heth- 
feld-Columbers,  by  the  fervice  of  half  a 
knight’s  fee. 

Gefferey  de  Avele  holds  one  carucate  of  land  in 
Avele,  by  the  fervice  of  half  a fee. 

William  Everard  holds  the  hamlets  of  Owle- 
KnoHe,  Lynch,'  and  Lamham,  by  the  fervice 
of  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee. 

Robert  de  Biccombe  holds  four  oxgangs  of  land 
in  Biccombe,  by  the  fervice  of  the  third  part 
of  a knight’s  fee. 


John 


t Inq.  poll  mort.  Johannis  de  Mohun,  4 Ed.  III. 
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John  deDurburgh  holds  four  oxgangs  of  land  in 
Bilcombe,  by  the  fervic«  of  the  third  part  of 
a knight’s  fee. 

John  de  Bratton  holds  two  carucates  of  land 
in  Bratton,  by  the  fervice  of  half  a knight’^ 
fee. 

Walter  Meriet  held  Bilcombe,  Ellefworth,  Wlllet 
and  Maplereton-Bret,  [Co.  Dorfet]  by  the 
fervice  of  four  knight’s  fees. 

The  fame  Walter  held  Lullikelberghe-Everard, 
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Waketrowe,  Alwerecote,  by  the  fervice  of  the 
fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

The  abbot  of  Clive  holds  Lollokfborough- 
Pickett,  by  the  fervice  of  half  a kniglit’s  fee. 
Walter  de  Weden  holds  five  oxgangs  of  land  in 
Wedon,  by  the  fervice  of  the  fourth  part  of 
one  knight’s  fee. 

Roger  Attewalle,  and  William  de  Pavely,  held 
Weft-Cantokelhed,  by  the  fervice  of  one 
knight’s  fee. 


The  town  of  Dunfter  kfelf  is  irkconfiderabk^  conMing  chiefly  of  two  ffreets;  the  one 
running  in  a north  and  fouth  diredlion  j the  other  branching  weflward  from  the  church. 
The  former,  which  is  the  principal  ftreet,  is  elofe  built,  paved,  and  of  a tolerable  breadth, 
but  blocked  up  in  the  middle  by  an  old  market-crofs,  and  a long  range  of  old  ruinous 
lhambles.  Many  of  the  houfes  are  good,  being  built  with  wrought  ftone;  but  the 
greater  part  are  low:,  rough  ftone,  thatched  buildings,  with  old  pent-houfes  over  the 
doors  and  windows.  The  marker  is  on  Friday^  and  a chartered  fair  is  held  here  on 
Whit-Monday. 

It  formerly  fent  members  to  parliannent;  but  we  retain  only  two  of  the  names  of  its 
reprefentatives,  viz,  Walter  Morice,  and  Tho.  Cartere,  who  were  returned  34  Edw.  III. 
36  Edw,  III.  it  was  found  not  to  the  King’s  damage  to  grant  licenfe  to  William  Ic 
Tailleur  of  Dunfter,  and  Thomas  de  Rivers,  for  them  to  enfeoff  the  commonalty  of 
the  town  of  Dunfter,  with  one  meffuage  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land,  &c.  in  Car- 
hampton,  to  hold  to  them,  and  their  fucceffors  burgeffes  of  the  faid  town,  for  ever.’' 

The  parilh  of  Dunfter  comprehends  the  vills  of  Avill,  Stanton,  Alcombe,  and 
Marsh.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  fituated  one  mile  to  the  fouthweft,  and  contains  ten 
houfes.  It  is  written  in  the  Norman  record  Avena^  and  is  thus  furveyed: 

**  Ralph  holds  of  William  [de  Moion]  Avena.  Aluric  held  it  in  the  time  of  king 
**  Edward^  and  gelded  for  half  a hide.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
“ one  carucate,  and  one  villane,  and  five  cottagers,  with  half  a plough.  There  is  a 

mill  of  twenty  pence  rent,  and  four  . acres  of  meadow,  and  two  acres  of  wood,  and 
“ fifty  acres  of pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  ten  Ihillings.* 

This  place  gave  name  to  a family  who  refided  herej  but  die  lands  were  always  held 
under  the  Caftle  of  Dunfter.’ 


Stanton,  the  next  vill,  is  fiirveyed  immediately  after  Avill,  as  follows: 

^‘William  himfelf  holds  Stantune.  Walleheldit  in  the  time  of  king  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  three  virgates  of  land.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  There  are  two 
villanes,  and  two  fervants,  and  two  cottagers,  with  one  plough,  and  five  acres  of  mea- 
dow,  and  forty  acres  of  pafture.  It  is  worth  fifteen , {hillings.  To  this  manor  is 
added  one  virgate  of  land,  which  a thane  held  in  the  time  of  King  Edw.  for  a manor. 

' Inq.  ad  quod  damnum  3$  Ed.  III.  « Lib.  Domefday,  ••  See  the  Inquifitions. 
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The  arable  is  one  carucate.  There  is  one  cottager,  and  three  acres  of  meadow,  and 
“ fifty  acres  of  pafture.  It  is  worth  three  fhillings.”“ 

This  manor  was  fome  time  held  of  the  Caftle  of  Dunfter  by  the  family  of  Audley.* 

Alcombe  is  called  in  the  fame  record  Jucome,  and  was  referved  in  demefne  by 
William  de  Mohun,  like  Stanton  above-mentioned. 

William  himfelf  holds  Aucome.  Algar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
**  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
“ and  four  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There 

are  eight  acres  of  meadow,  and  three  furlongs  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  twenty 
“ fliillings.”^ 

Sir  William  de  Mohun  gave  this  manor  to  his  priory  at  Dunfter.  There  are  eighteen 
houfes  in  Stanton  and  Alcombe  tithings,  which  are  fituated  about  one  mile  weft  from 
Dunfter. 

The  manor  of  Marsh,  or  Marshwood,  was  alfo  an  appendage  to  die  Caftle  of 
Dunfter,  and  “ lyeth  (as  Leland  faith)  betwixt  our  lady  of  Clyve  and  Dunefter.”* 

The  whole  number  of  the  houfes  within  the  parifti  is  one  hundred  and  ninety,  and 
of  inhabitants  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  many  houfes  being  void.  But  at  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century  there  were  nearly  four  hundred  houfes,  and  a large 
manufadture  of  kerfey  cloths,  which  is  now  almoft  wholly  removed  to  other  places. 

The  lands  of  this  parifti  are  generally  pafture  and  meadow,  and  in  goodnefs  equal  to 
moft  in  the  kingdom  j particularly  the  vale  eaft  of  J;he  caftle,  and  the  rich  common, 
containing  five  hundred  acres,  lying  by  the  fea  fide.  [The  fpot  alluded  to  in  the  fore- 
going part  of  this  account.]*  This  common  is  overflowed  by  the  high  fpring  tides,  and 
is  thereby  rendered  uncommonly  fertile. 

A fmall  but  rapid  ftream  riling  on  Dunkery-Hill,  and  fed  by  feveral  little  rivulets, 
runs  through  a deep  vale  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town  and  caftle  j and  after  pafTmg 
under  a ftone  bridge  of  three  arches,  and  turning  fix  grift  mills,  one  oil,  and  two  fulling 
mills,  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea. 

The  coaft  in  this  parifti  is  flat,  and  there  are  but  few  ftiells  or  fea  weeds  upon  it.  The 
beach  is  fand  mixed  with  pebbles,  and  often  muddy  j but  near  Minehead  it  becomes 
fine  and  firm. 

The  priory  at  Dunfter  was  annexed  as  a cell  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Peter  at  Bath,  and 
was  endowed  by  the  Mohuns  with  the  following  lands  and  poftTefTions,  viz.  the  church  of 
St.  George  at  Dunfier^  and  all  the  tithes  of  that  vill^  the  whole  vill  of  Alcombe  with  its 
appertenances,  containing  one  hide;  half  the  tithes  of  the  demefnes  of  Minehead-,  the 
entire  tithes  of  Broadwood,  Carhampton,  and  Newton-,  half  the  tithes  of  Brunfield-,  and 
the  entire  tithes  of  Stockland  and  Kilton.  Two  fiftieries;  the  one  belonging  to  Bunjler, 

' Lib.  Domefday.  * Efc.  i Lib.  Domefday. 

* Lei.  Itin.  ii.  loo.  .»  See  note,  p.  9. 
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the  other  to  Carhampton/,  and  all  the  tithes  of  the  mares  at  Morej  and  the  tenth  pig 
at  Dunjtery  Carhamptorii  and  Kilt  on.  A pafture  called  Foghelerijmerjh.  The  land  of 
Erekeford,  and  one  furlong  of  land  in  Chaldevelle  within  the  manor  of  Cut  combe-,  and  one 
furlong  of  land  lying  between  la  Stenteville  and  the  mill  of  Cogbrigge.  And  alfo  all  the 
burgages  in  Dunjler,  together  with  the  releafe  of  the  fuit  of  the  hundred  of  Minehead. 
The  church  likewife  of  Kilt  on,  with  all  its  appertenances  and  tithes;  and  the  tithes  of 
the  demefnes  of  Screveton,  Combe,  and  Codisford-,  and  all  the  land  of  Kynevordijham,  and 
the  tithes  of  Exford.  The  land  alfo  of  Hanelham,  which  William  de  Mohun  gave  for 
the  good  of  the  foul  of  Ralph  de  Mohun,  with  three  furlongs  of  land  at  Nordecom,  free 
and  quit  from  all  fervice,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms.’’* 

Peter  de  Brafton  gave  lands  in  Sparkfhay  to  this  cell,  1 8 Ric.  1 1.' 

The  prior  received  from  the  redory  of  Cutcombe  a yearly  penfion  of  forty  {hillings 
and  fourpence,  ajid  from  the  parfonage  of  Stogumber  a penilon  of  feven  {hillings. 

This  cell  confifted  of  only  four  or  five  monks  befides  the  prior,  who  was  generally 
fent  hither  from  St.  Peter’s  at  Bath. 

Robert  de  Sutton  was  made  prior  Od.  24,  1332. 

William  Briftow  was  prior  141 1,  and  there  were  four  monks  with  him. 

John  Henton,  monk  of  Bath,  was  collated  by  Bifhop  Stafford,  July  28,  1425,  the 
priory  of  Bath  being  then  void. 

Thomas  Brown  was  prior  1499. 

The  revenues  of  this  priory  were  valued  in  1444  at  30I.  13s,  4d.  and  in  1534  at 
37I.  4s.  9td. 

The  feite  of  the  houfe,  whereof  fome  ruins  flill  remain  on  the  foutheaft  fide  of  the 
church-yard,  was  granted  34  Henry  VIII.  to  Humphrey  Colles. 

The  church  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfler,  to  which  it  gives  name.  It  was  formerly 
vicarial;  but  is  now  a perpetual  curacy  in  the  gift  ofLord  Stawel.  The-Rev.  George 
Henry  Leigh  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  In  1292  it  was  valued  at  twelve  marks.^ 

There  was  an  ordination  of  this  vicarage  made  by  bifhop  Oliver  King;  but  this  being 
by  fome  means  or  other  cancelled,  afrefh  one  was  inftituted  in  1512  by  bifhop  Hadrian 
de  Caflelloj'  appointing  that  the  vicar  and  his  fuccelTors  fhould  have  their  commons 
and  repafts,  and  a fire  in  winter  time,  with  the  prior  of  the  cell  of  Dunfter,  and  with  the 
monks  at  their  table,  fitting  next  to  the  faid  monks,  but  never  getting  higher-  at  the 
foie  charge  and  expence  of  the  faid  cell.  That  he  fhould  likewife  receive  an  annual 
ftipend  of  four  pounds  from  the  prior’s  hands,  and  fliould  have  a chamber  adjoining  to 
the  church-yard  of  the  parifh  church  of  Dunfter,  together  with  a certain  meadow,  and  a 
rent  of  two  {hillings  for  the  ufe  of  certain  vats  belonging  to  the  fulling  bufmefs,  as  alfo 
the  rent  of  two  fhillings  for  a certain  houfe  of  ancient  time  belonging  and  appertaining 
to  the  vicars.  And  that  he  fhould  likewife  have  all  the  contingent  contributions  of  the 

*>Mon.  Angl.  j.  477.  « Pat.  18  Ric.  II.  « Taxat.  Spiritual. 

* Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 
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pariftiioners  for  the'rehearfing  and  piiblifhing  the  bead-roll/ after  the  fervice  of  high 
mafs  in  the  church  ofDunfter  every  Lord’s  day. 

The  church,  which  was  built  by  king  Henry  the  feventh,  is  a large  Gothick  pile,  one 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  feet  long,  and  fifty-five  feet  wide,  being  divided  into  two  parts 
by  the  tower,  which  Hands  on  four  pillars  in  the  centre.  The  part  eaftward  of  the 
tower  was  the  original  church  of  the  priory,  having  been  clofed  up  from  the  parifh 
church  in  the  year  1499,  in  cOnfequence  of  a difpute  between  the  monks  and  the 
parifiiioners  i when  the  matter  being  referred  to  the  abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  Thomas 
Tremayle,  and  Doftor  Thomas  Gilbert,  as  arbitrators,  it  was  agreed  upon  that  the  vicar 
and  his  fucceflbrs  fiiould  have  their  quire  feparate  from  the  prior  and  monks,  to  be 
made,  erefted,  and  repaired,  and  if  it  fhould  fo  need,  to  be  rebuilt  at  the  coft  and  ex- 
pence of  the  parifiiioners,  viz.  in  the  nave  of  the  church  at  the  altar  of  St.  James  the 
apofile,  which  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  door  leading  from  the  quire  of  the 
monks  into  the  nave  of  the  church.^  This  part  of  the  church  is  now  ftript  of  all  its 
furniture,  and  totally  negledled^  although  it  contains  many  fine  monumental  tombs 
and  efcutcheons  of  the  Mohun  and  Luttrell  families,  now  perilhing  with  their  owners  in 
the  dufb,  and  exhibiting  a ftrong  rebuke  to  the  vanity  of  human  greatnefs. 

The  part  weftward  of  the  tower  is  that  now  ufed  for  divine  fervice,  and  confiflis  of  a 
nave,  chancel,  and  north  and  fouth  ailes.  The  tower  is  ninety  feet  high,  embattled  at 
the  top,  with  low  broken  pinnacles  at  the  corners,  and  contains  a clock,  chimes,  and 
eight  bells. 

This  part  of  the  church  contains  no  monument  j but  in  the  floor  of  the  middle 
paflTage,  on  two  brafs  plates,  are  inferiptions  to  the  memories  of  divers  of  the  families 
of  Blackford  and  Sealy.  And  on  a brafs  plate,  beneath  the  effigies  or  portraitures  of  a 
_ man  and  woman,  there  is  a memento  to  John  and  Agnes  Wyther,  A.  D.  1497. 

In  the  old  part  of  the  church  above-mentioned,  in  a fmall  chantry  chapel  adjoining 
to  the  chancel,  is  an  ancient  tomb,  on  which  lie  the  mutilated  remains  of  two  effigies  of 
the  Mohuns.  Thefe  were  once  of  fine  white  alabafter,  plenty  of  which  is  found  on  the 
neighbouring  coaft. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  there  is  a ftately  mural  monument  of  various  kinds 
of  marble,  whereon  lie  recumbent  the  effigies  of  one  man  in  armour,  and  two  women; 
another  man  in  a kneeling  attitude  and  in  a religious  veil.  Thefe  are  the  memorials 
of  the  Luttrell  family.’’  Under  an  arch  below  lies  the  figure  of  a domeftick  of  the 
family  in  Hone. 

On  the  fouth  wall  Hands  a handfome  monument  of  white  and  grey  marble,  inferibed 
with  the  name  and  charadter  of  Anne  the  wife  of  Francis  Luttrell,  and  daughter  and 
heir  of  Charles  Stucley,  of  Plymouth,  efq;  who  died  Odt.  30,  1780,  setat.  21, 

‘ A lift  of  thofe  perfons,  whether  grandees,  beuefadlors,  or  brethren,  whofe  names  were  to  be  mentioned  in 
the  publick  prayers  of  the  church.  This  lift  or  roll  was  read  over  to  prepare  the  audience  for  fuch  a com- 
memoration. 
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In  the  chancel  is  a large  vault  belonging  to  the  fame  family,  in  which  are  nineteen 
coffins,  moft  of  them  charged  with  infcriptions. 

Between  two  arches  in  the  church-yard  lies  an  effigy  of  one  of  the  Everards,  a family 
fet  up  by  the  Mohuns,  of  whom  they  held  lands  in  Carhampton  and  Dunfter,  by  the 
fervice  of  defending  a certain  part  of  the  caftle. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parifh  are  on  an  average  twenty-one;  the  burials  twenty-two. 


E X F O R D. 

The  river  Ex,  lifing  in  the  wilds  weftward,  ere  it  reaches  the  ancient  city  of 
Exeter,  which  owes  its  appellation  thereto,  gives  name  to  divers  places  of  infe- 
rior note  within  the  limits  of  this  county.  Among  thefe  is  Exford,  fituated  about  four 
miles  diflant  from  its  fource,  twelve  miles  fouth  from  Dunfter,  and  twenty-five  fouth- 
weft  from  Taunton,  in  a fertile  vale,  furrounded  by  bleak  and  dreary  moors.  The 
environs  for  many  miles  were  formerly  a foreft  called  Exmoor,  now  a wild  wafte, 
interfered  by  deep  winding  vallies  and  romantick  hollows, 

26  Edw.  I,  a commiffion  was  iffiied  by  the  king  to  Malcoline  de  Harleigh  and  John 
de  Wrotefleigh,  to  make  a perambulation  of  this  foreft,  who  chofe  Sir  Baldric  de 
Nonynton,  and  Sir  Hugh  de  Popham,  knights,  in  the  prefence  of  Peter  de  Hamme, 
deputy  of  Sabina  Peche,  keeper  of  the  foreft,  Gilbert  de  la  Putte,  verdurer,  and  others, 
to  aflift  in  making  the  furvey,  which  was  as  follows:  From  a certain  place  called 
Cornejyete  along  a certain  road  between  the  king’s  demefne  and  the  fee  of  William  de 
Ky tenure,  to  the  ftones  called  Fijlones-,  and  fo  going  down  by  a certain  du6r called 
Lillejcumhe  to  Ore  water;  and  thence  going  down  on  the  further  fide  of  the  heath 
ground,  to  a mountain  called  Blakebergh-,  thence  to  OJmundebergh  hiW-,  and  thence  to  a 
place  called  Spracombejhevedi  and  thence  by  a certain  dudl  to  Ex  water;  and  fo  going 
up  by  an  old  ditch  to  a ftone  called  Radjion-y  and  thence  between  the  fee  of  John 
Mohun  and  the  fee  of  the  abbot  of  Neth,  to  a ford  which  is  called  Reddeford-,  and  fo 
afcending  by  the  heath  diredlly  to  a place  called  Schepecumbeheved,  as  far  as  a ftone 
known  by  the  name  of  Derejmarkei  and  thence  going  along  beyond  the  heath,  between 
the  King’s  demefne  and  the  fee  of  the  abbot  of  Neth,  to  a place  called  Stonchifie-,  and 
fo  going  down  to  a place  in  the  water  of  Berghel,  where  the  water  of  Schureburn  runs 
into  the  water  of  Berghely  which  place  is  cziXtdi  SehureburneJfetei  and  thence  on  the  other 
fide  the  heath  diredtly  to  a ftone  called  Hocklefton-,  and  fo  going  down  to  a ford  called 
Wyllenefordy  in  the  water  of  Dumokejbroke,  on  the  confines  of  the  counties  of  Somerfet 
and  Devon,  to  Cornefyete,  the  place  where  the  furvey  was  begun.* 
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The  bailiwick  of  this  foreft  was  ufually  held  by  people  of  diftinftion.  In  the  time 
ofrien.  III.  it  was  held  by  William  de  Placetis,  by  the  fervice  of  paying  to  the  King 
four  heifers,  and  a young  bull,  or  for  each  of  them  ten  pence.** 

The  office  of  forefter  continued  for  many  years  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Peche,' 
and  is  now  held  of  the  crown  by  Sir  Thomas  Acland,  bart. 

As  the  only  produce  of  this  wild  tra6t  is  pafturage,  it  is  principally  flocked  with 
fheep,  and  a fmall  breed  of  horfes  and  cattle  from  the  adjoining  parifhes.  There  are 
a few  wild  deer;  but  thefe  are  more  numerous  on  the  adjacent  commons,  and  the 
neighbouring  woods  contain  a great  many  of  this  fort  of  animal.  Many  curious  plants 
and  flowers  flourifh  here,  and  in  the  neighbouring  countiy;  particularly  the  erica  and 
the  hawkweed;  the  digitalis,  blue  fcabius,  and  yellow  tormentilla,  intermixed  with 
fome  fcarce  lichens  and  polypodies,  which  with  their  blended  tints  enliven  the  fcene, 
and  delight  the  traveller. 

But  here,  upon  this  defolate  fpot,  which  perhaps  never  experienced  the  labours  of 
the  induftrious  hufbandman;  but  has  remained  the  fame  for  a long  fucceffion  of  many 
thoufand  years;  the  eye  of  refledlion  fees  Hand  uninterrupted  a number  of  Ample 
fepulchres  of  departed  fouls,  whether  of  warriors,  priefts,  or  kings,  it  matters  not;  their 
names  have  long  been  buried  with  their  perfons  in  the  dull  of  oblivion;  and  their- 
memories  have  periffied  with  their  mouldering  urns.  A morfel  of  earth  now  damps 
in  filence  the  eclat  of  noify  warriors ; and  the  green  turf  ferves  as  a fufficient  ffiroud 
for  kings ! 

In  this  neighbourhood  alfo  are  many  of  thofe  circular  intrenchments,  which  m our- 
maps  are  called  caftles ; but  from  the  inconfiderable  fize  of  fome,  and  the  fituation  of 
of  others,  a doubt  may  be  admitted  whether  they  were  ever  intended  for  military 
purpofes.  They  are  afluredly  veftiges  of  antiquity;  and  perhaps  they  might  have  been 
thrown  up  in  the  early  ages  of  Druidifm,  for  the  celebration  of  religious  rites  and  cere- 
monies; or  in  later  days,  for  feats  of  aflivity  or  athletick  exhibitions.  Cow-Caftle, 
indeed,  fituated  on  the  river  Barle,  northweft  from  Withypool,  is  an  exception  to  the 
foregoing  obfervations. 

This  is  the  far  theft  extremity  of  the  county  weftward  towards  Devonffiice.  There 
is  a farm  in  the  foreft  called  Symonjhathy  remote  from  any  other  habitation,  where  runs 
a fmall  river  rifing  northweft,  which  hereabout  joins  the  Ex,  and  has  over  it  a wooden 
bridge.  The  weftern  extremity  of  this  foreft  is  a point  at  right  angles,  called  Sadler’s 
Stoney  near  the  head  of  the  rivers  Ex  and  Barle. 

With  regard  to  the  property  of  this  place  in  early  times,  it  may  be  laid,  that  it  was, 
with  moft  other  contiguous  territories,  annexed  to  the  great  honour  of  Dunfter. 
William  de  Moion  had  it. 

William  himfelf  holds  Aisseforde.  Domno  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 

and  gelded  for  one  furlong.  The  arable  is  two  bovates.^  There  is  one  villane,  and 
**  fifteen  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  fifteen  pence.” 

Efc.  35  Hen.  III.  * See  the  account  of  Neroche  Foreft,  vol,  i.  p.  17. 

* An  oxgang  of  land  j as  much  as  one  ox  can  till,  William 
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‘‘  william  himfelf  holds  Aisseforde.  Sarpo  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 

‘‘  and  gelded  for  one  furlong  and  a half.  The  arable  is  half  a cariicatej  but  now  it  is  ’ 

laid  down  to  pafture,  and  pays  a rent  of  twelve  pence.”' 

How  the  family  of  Mohun  parted  with  it  does  not  appear  j but  it  is  evident  that  the 
principal  eftate  in  Exford  belonged  in  very  early  times  to  the  Ciftertian  abbey  of  Neth 
in  Glamorganlhire,  founded  about  A.  D.  1 147  by  Richard  and  Conftantia  de  Grainville. 
The  prior  of  that  convent  received  out  of  this  manor  a yearly  penfion  of  fifty- five 
fhillings.^  The  manor  is  Hill  called  Monkham,  from  the  circumftance  of  its  quondam 
monaftick  propriety,  and  now  belongs  to  Hugh  ValTey,  efq;  as  does 

Almsworthy,  of  which  manor  the  family  of  Durborough  of  Hethfield  were  lords 
for  many  generations.®  In  the  time  of  Eliz.  it  belonged  to  Nicholas  Bluet.'’ 

There  are  two  hamlets  in  this  parilh,  viz.  i.  Edgecut,  fituated  half  a mile  weft, 
and  containing  feven  houfes.  2.  Lower-Mill,  one  mile  weftward,  containing  fix 
houfes.  The  whole  number  of  houfes  in  the  parilh  is  fixty-threej  inhabitants,  three 
hundred  and  fifteen. 

The  living  is  a rectory  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter;  and  in  1292  was  valued  at  ten 
marks.*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cox  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  The  patronage  was  anciently 
appertenant  to  the  manor  of  Eaftbury,  and  veiled  in  the  family  of  Perceval,  whofe  arms, 
viz.  on  a chief  indented  three  crolTes  formee,  were  carved  on  the  church  porch  here. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  has  lately  in  great  part 
been  rebuilt,  Hands  on  a little  eminence,  and  is  a good  Gothick  ftrudlure,  confifting  of 
a nave,  chancel,  and  fouth  aile,  all  covered  with  tile.  At  the  weft  end  is  a ftrong 
embattled  tower,  feventy  feet  high,  containing  four  bells. 

There  are  two  infcriptions  in  the  church;  one  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Robert  Baker, 
who  died  April  25,  1730,  aged  68;  and  another  to  William  Gundiy,  who  died  the  I2th 
of  January  1703;  and  by  his  laft  will  gave  ten  pounds  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh,  to 
remain  for  ever;  the  profits  thereof  to  be  diftributed  yearly  unto  fuch  poor  inhabitants 
as  have  no  monthly  relief. 

A charity  fchool  was  founded  here  by  Mr.  Cox,  and  Mrs.  Mufgrove,  for  teaching  ten 
poor  children  to  read,  for  each  of  whom  the  mailer  was  allowed  two  Ihillings  a quarter. 

About  a mile  and  a half  eaftward  of  the  church  are  the  veftiges  of  fome  ancient 
iron  works,  in  which  tradition  fays  much  of  the  wood  of  Exmoor  was  confumed.  Many 
of  the  old  pits  where  the  ore  was  dug  Hill  remain,  and  great  quantities  of  the  fcoria  arc 
found  about  them. 

The  births  in  this  parilh  are  on  an  average  nine;  the  burials  five. 


* Lib.  Domefday.  ^ 

^ Terrar.  Sydenham,  MS, 


^ Taxat.  Temporal. 
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'HIS  vill  is  pleafantly  ficuated  in  a woody  vale,  three  miles  fouthweft  from 


JL  Minehead,  and  two  eaft  from  Porlock.  The  pariili  contains  about  eighty-two 
houfes,  and  nearly  five  hundred  inhabitants.  Thirty-eight  of  the  houfes  form  a ftrag- 
gling  ftreet  by  the  church  j the  reft  are  in  three  hamlets,  viz. 

1.  West-Luckham,  one  mile  and  a half  weft,  containing  twelve  houfes. 

2.  Horner,  a romantick  fpot,  fituated  in  a deep  hollow  between  lofty  hills,  eight 
houfes.  And, 

3.  Dover-Hay,  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Porlock,  twenty-four  houfes. 

‘ The  lands  are  almoft  equally  divided  between  tillage  and  grazing,  and  (except  on 
the  hills)  are  very  good.  The  ftone  here,  of  which  there  Ls  great  plenty,  contains  fome 
iran,  and  is  veined  with  fpar.  Confiderable  quantities  of  pyrites  are  found  here,  and 
fome  lava;  but  few,  if  any  foffils.  Several  fprings  rifing  on  Dunkery-Hill,  and  in  the 
foreft  of  Exmoor,  form  a rivulet,  which,  pafling  through  this  parifti  under  two  ftone 
bridges,  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  Boftington  Point.  Another  ftream  has  its  fource 
about  a mile  foutheaftward  from  the  church.  The  inhabitants  have  a right  of  common 
on  Dunkery-HilL  A narrow  flip  of  land  belonging  to  this  parlfh  extends  quite  down 
to  the  fea,  dividing  the  parifli  of  Porlock  into  two  parts. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  Luckham  was  divided  into  two  diftinft  parcels ; the 
one  belonging  to  Ralph  de  Idmefi,  the  other  to  Odo  the  fon  of  Gamelin.  The  former 
is  thus  defcribed: 

**  Ralph  himfelf  holds  Locumbe.  Queen  Eddida  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  camcates.  In  demefne  are 
“ three  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  eighteen  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers  with  four 
**  ploughs.  There  are  five  acres  of  meadow,  and  fifty  acres  of  wood.  Pafture  one  mile 
in  length,  and  half  a mile  in  breadth.  It  was  worth  three  pounds,  now  four  pounds.” 
The  other  parcel  has  the  following  defcription: 

Odo  the  fon  of  Gamelin  holds  of  the  king  Locumbe.  Vitalis  of  him.  Fitel  held 
it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates. 
In  demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  two  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  one  cottager, 
with  two  ploughs  and  a half.  There  are  two  acres  of  meadow,  and  twelve  acres  of 
wood,  and  fifty  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  formerly  ^nd  is  now  worth  forty  fhillings.”‘‘ 

In  the  time  of  Edward  I.  thefe  parcels  of  land,  being  united,  belonged  to  Sir  Baldric 
de  Nonington,  a peribn  very  eminent  in  his  days,  and  one  who  was  entrufted  with  many 
important  publick  offices.  He  was  likewife  pofTeffed  of  the  manor  of  Lillifdon,  and 
many  other  eftates  in  this  county;  and  died  3 Edw.  II.  leaving  Margery,  the  wife  of 
Robert  de  Pudele,  his  daughter  and  heir.  The  fucceflbrs  of  this  Robert  de  Pudele 
aflumed  the  name  of  Luccombe  from  this  place  of  their  habitation.  1 3 Edw.  II.  John 
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de  Luccombe  died  feized  of  this  manor,  and  in  the  inquifition  taken  after  his  deceafe 
is  certified  to  liave  held  it  of  the  king  in  capite  by  the  fervice  of  three  knight’s  fees.* 
To  him  fucceeded  Hugh  de  Luccombe  his  fon  and  heir;  but  he  held  not  this  manor 
long,  being  dead  16  Edw.  11“  and  leaving  one  fon  John  of  the  age  of  one  year  to 
fucceed  him  in  the  eftates.  To  which  John  fucceeded  another  Hugh,  and  to  him  John 
de  Luccombe:  which  John  is  found  to  hold  this  manor  of  the  King,  as  of  the  honour 
of  Pinkney,  by  the  fervice  of  four  knight’s  fees.  He  died  8 Edw.  III.  leaving  no  ifllie, 
whereupon  his  filler  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Oliver  de  St.  John,  became  heir  to  his  pof- 
feflions.  This  Oliver  was  fucceeded  by  Henry  St.  John,  who  died  feized  of  Luccombe 
8 Henry  IV.  leaving  Edward  his  fon  and  heir.  After  this  family,  the  manor  was 
poflelTed  by  that  of  Arundel.  22  Edw.  IV.  Joan  the  relidt  of  Nicholas  Arundel,  of 
Treryfe,  died  feized  thereof,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  and  the 
manor  and  advowfon  of  Selworthy,  leaving  Robert  Arundel  her  coufin  and  heir  of  the 
age  of  fifteen  years.  The  family  of  Arundel  continued  in  pofiefllon  of  this  manor,  and 
many  other  contiguous  eftates,  for  many  generations ; but  it  is  now  the  property  of 
Frederick  Thomas  Wentworth,  elq. 

The  manors  of  Wefl-Luckham^  Wichanger^  and  Dover -Hay,  pafted  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  above  defcribed.  The  laft-mentioned  hamlet  is  thus  furveyed  in 
Domefday  Book: 

‘‘  Alric  holds  of  Roger  [de  Curcelle]  Douri.  Eddeve  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 

Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  one  carucate.  There  are 
“ two  villanes,  with  one  cottager.  It  is  worth  eight  Ihillings.”" 

The  church  ofLuckham  is  a redtory  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  is  appendant  to 
the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gould  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  In  the  taxation  of  1292 
it  is  valued  at  twelve  marks.”  The  church  of  Dovery  is  likewife  included  in  the  fame 
taxation,  being  rated  at  twelve  marks  and  a half.'’ 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  It  is  a handfome  Gothick  ftru6lnre,  confifting 
of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fouth  aile,  covered  with  tile.  At  the  weft  end  is  an  embattled 
rower,  eighty-two  feet  high,  with  a clock  and  five  bells. 

Againft  the-north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a ftone  monument  with  this  infcription: 

“ Non  procul  hinc  fub  marmore  congenito,  fepultum  jacet  corpus  Henrici  Byam, 
ex  antiquifiima  Byamorum  familia  oriundi;  lacro-fandtas  Theologi^  Do6loris  infignif- 
fimi,  ’hujus  Ecclefias  et  proximse  Selworthianas  Redloris,  Paftorifque  vigilantiflimi; 
Ecclefise  Cathedralis  Exonienfis  Canonici,  Ecclefi^que  Wellenfis  Prebendarii;  Sere- 
niflimse  Majeftatis  Caroli  fecundi  Regis  capellani  et  concionatoris  ordinarii,  necnon 
ejufdem,  (faeviente  ilia  tyrannide,  et  femper  execranda  fanaticorum  rebellione)  terra 
marique  comitis,  exulifque  fimul.  Ex  meliore  luto  ejus  conftru6lum  corpus  poll 
annos  tandem  odloginta  et  novem,  anno  falutis  millefimo  fexcentefimo  fexagefimo 
nono,  morti  non  triumphant!  quam  invitanti  placide  ceffit.  Sed  extat  adhuc  viri  hujus 
optimi  celebrius  multo  hoc,  et  ornatius  monumentum,  non  marmore  perituro,  fed 
typis  exaratum  perpetuis,  fcripta;  fcilicet  ejus  plane  divina;  ubi  animi  vires,  et  fummuin 

^ Efc.  * Ibid,  « Lib.  Domefday.  ® Taxat.  Spiritual.  p Ibid. 
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ejus  ingenii  acumen,  intueberis  fimul  et  miraberis.  Lugubrem  hunc  lapidem  honoris 
et  reverentia:  indicein  pofuit  filius  ejus  obfcquentililmus  Francifcus  Byam:  Inftauratiim 
a Maria  et  Cecilia  Wood,  Anno  Dom.  17 1 3.” 

Arms;  Argent-,  tliree  boars’  heads  erafcd  vert. 

This  Henry  Byam  was  the  fon  of  Laurence  Byam  of  this  parilh,  and  born  Irere 
Aug.  31,  1580.  He  was  lent  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  in  1597,  and  in  1612,  com- 
mencing batchelor  of  divinity,  returned  to  Somerfetlhire,  and  fueceeded  his  father  in 
this  living,  and  William  Fleet  in  that  of  Selworthy.  In  1636  he  became  prebendaiA' 
of  Exeter.  During  the  time  of  tire  Oliverian  perturbations,  he  was  a faithful  adherent 
to  the  royal  caufe,  raifing  both  men  and  horfe  for  Charles  II.  and  engaging  his  five  fons 
(four  of  whom  were  captains)  in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty.  For  this  caufe  he  was  feverely 
pointed  at  by  the  oppofite  party,  w'lio  imprifoned  and  otherwife  perfecuted  him  and  his 
family,  of  whom  his  wife  and  daughter  perifhed  at  fea  in  their  attempt  to  avoid  the 
cruelties  of  the  enemy  by  flight  into  W ales.  After  the  reftoration  he  w'as  made  canon 
of  Exeter,  and  prebendary  of  W ells,  and  was  univerfally  efteemed  for  his  fandlity  of 
life,  his  knowledge  of  literature,  his  loyalty  to  his  fovereign,  and  his  charity  to  his  fellow- 
creatures.  His  fermons  were  publifhed  by  Hamnet  Ward,  M.  D.  vicar  of  Sturmifter- 
Newton  Caftle  in  Dorfetfhire,  who  alfo  compofed  the  infcription  on  his  tomb. 

On  the  fame  wall  is  a marble  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Stawell, 
rector  of  this  parifh  forty-three  years.  He  died  Dec.  22,  1782,  aged  84.  Elizabeth 
his  wife  died  Aug.  3,  1781,  aged  73.  - 

In  the  fouth  aile  there  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone  to  the  memory  of  Richard 
Wroth,  gent,  who  died  Aug.  17,  1637.  To  Mary  his  wife,  and  Richard  their  fon. 

There  is  likewife  in  this  aile  an  ancient  ftone  tomb,  but  without  any  legible  infcription. 

An  old  crofs  ftands  in  the  church-yard,  with  a fhaft  remaining,  and  three  row's  of  fteps. 


LUXBOROUGH 

IS  a fmall  parilh  four  miles  fouth  from  Dunfter,  and  about  nineteen  northweft  from 
Taunton,  containing  fifty  houfes;  twenty-two  of  which  are  farms;  the  reft  moftly 
mean  mud- walled  cottages,  covered  with  thatch.  Of  thefe  houfes  twelve  form  a hamlet 
called  PooLTOWN,  one  mile  weftward  from  the  church;  the  reft  are  difperfedin  the  vil- 
lage of  Luxborough.  The  farms  are  fmall,  and  the  lands  about  equally  divided  between 
tillage  and  pafture.  A rivulet  rifing  near  Treborough,  joined  by  feveral  others  fpring- 
ing  on  the  hills  towards  the  weft,  turn  a grift-mill  at  Pooltown,  and  two  more  in  this 
parilh.  Thefe  little  rivers  contain  trout  and  eels;  and  one  of  them  empties  itfelfinto 
the  Dunfter  river  j the  other  into  the  fea  at  Watchet. 
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This  place  is  called  in  the  Conqueror’s  furvey  Lolochejberky  and  belonged  to  William 
de  Mohun; 

Rannulf  holds  Lolochesberie.  Two  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
" and  three  fervants,  and  fix  villanes,  and  three  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  are 
one  hundred  acres  of  paflure,  and  thirty  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  twerity  Ihillings.’* 

Nigel  holds  of  William  Lolochefberie.  Brifmar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
" Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  There  are  two 
acres  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  pafture,  and  thirty  acres  of  wood.  It 
was  and  is  worth  fifteen  fhillings.”^ 

In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  William  Flt2-Everafd  held  a knight’s  fee  in  Luxborough® 
of  Reginald  de  Mohun,  lord  of  Dunfter-Caftle,  to  which  caftle  and  honour  this  manor, 
and  a great  many  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  were  always  fubfervient.  The  family 
of  Everard  fiourifiied  here  for  many  ages,  and  gave  name  to  the  manor.*  The  laft  of 
them  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  fold  it  to  Sir  John  Wyndham,  knight,  from  whom  it 
has  defcended  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont  the  prefent  pofiTefibr. 

In  the  inquifition  taken  after  the  deceafe  of  John  de  Mohun,  14  Edward  I.  reciting 
the  knights  fees  hoiden  by  him  in  this  county,  the  abbot  of  Clive  and  Maurice  dc 
Luxborough  are  certified  to  hold  of  the  faid  John  one  knight’s  fee  in  Luklborough- 
Pyket;  and  Gilbert  de  la  Putte  the  fame  in  Lukfbcrough-KyneJ  both  of  them  being 
manors  within  this  parifh  fo  denominated  from  their  ancient  owners. 

Contiguous  hereto  is  a manor  called  Langham,  which  is  thus  noticed  in  the  old 
Norman  record: 

“ Three  foldiers  hold  of  William  [de  Mohun]  Langham.  Three  thanes  held  it  in 
the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates^ 
In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  five  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers, 
with  three  ploughs  and  a half.  There  is  a mill  of  three  Ihillings  rent,  and  four  acres 
of  meadow,  and  fixty  acres  of  pafture,  and  thirty-fix  acres  of  wood.  It  was  and  is 
" worth  thirty  j[hillings.”“ 

It  afterwards  was  held  by  the  families  of  Tort  and  Botville,  from  whom  it  derived 
the  sappellation  of  Langham-Tort,  and  Langham-Botville.  31  Henry  VI.  Thomas 
Whalefborough,  coufin  and  heir  of  Simon  Raleigh  of  Nettlecombe,  is  found  to  releafe: 
to  William  Gafcoigne  and  others,  all  his  right  in  Pole,  Langham-Tort,  and  Langham- 
Botville  in  this  parifh,  and  in  Bardeflegh  in  the  parifh  of  Carhampton.*  But  the 
manor  in  the  fame  reign  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  family  of  Dodifham,  and  after- 
wards in  that  of  Pym,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Philip  Hales,  bart.  The  Rev, 
Chancellor  Nutcombe  has  alfo  a manor  in  Luxborough* 

s Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Lib.  Feod. 

{ * Leland  tells  us  the  Everards  were  fet  up  by  the  Mohuns,  Itin.  ii.  10 1. 

‘ Inq.  poll  mort.  Edw.  I,  « Lib.  Domefday,  * Rot.  Clauf.  |i  Hen.  VI. 
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The  living  of  Luxborough  (which  is  a vicarage)  has  always  been  annexed  to  that  of 
Cutcombe,  and  is  rated  with  it  in  Pope  Nicholas’s  taxation  at  ten  marks/  Thefe 
livings  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Brewton.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilkins  is  the 
prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  confills  of  one  aile  and  chancel,  having  a 
tower  at  the  weft  end,  with  four  bells. 

This  church  has  no  monument;  but  on  the  floor  are  the  following  infcriptions: 

“ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Ann  the  wife  of  Robert  Siderfin,  of  Croydon,  efq;  and 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Wittewronge,  of  Rothamfted  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  bart, 
who  died  May  5,  1708.  In  Jpe  heat  a reJurre5iionis”  Arms;  three  cups,  Siderfin  \ 
impaling  Bendy  of  fix,  on  a chief  a bar  indented,  Wittewronge, 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Darch,  of  this  parilh,  gent,  who  died  Auguft  12, 
?734j  aged  68.  Sarah  relidl  of  the  faid  Thomas  furvived  her  hulband  nearly  twenty- 
eight  years  : She  was  a father  to  the  poor,  and  eminent  for  the  pradtice  of  virtue  and 
true  religion.  She  died  May  24,  1762,  aged  74.  The  memory  of  the  juft  is  bleffed,” 

John  How,  anceftor  to  the  Lords  Chedworth,  by  his  will  bearing  date  March  26, 
1529,  bequeathed  to  the  churchwardens  of  this  pariftr  the  fum  of  eighteen-pence  a year 
for  ever,  to  maintain  a taper  of  wax  to  burn  within  this  church  during  all  manner  of 
divine  fervice.  Likewife  the  fum  of  fix  fiiillings  and  eight-pence  to  the  church,  to  be 
expended  at  the  difcretion  of  the  parilh  officers.®  . 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  on  an  average  nine,  the  burials  fix. 

y Taxat.  Spiritual.  ® ExRegift.  Thower,  in  Cur.  prserog.  Cantuar. 


M I N E H E A D 

(Anciently  written  Manheve,  Munheved,  and  Mineheved) 

IS  a fea-port  and  borough  town,  fituated  on  the  Briftol  Channel,  twenty-five  miles 
weft  from  Bridgwater,  and  fixty-five  from  the  city  of  Bath.  The  town  is  divided 
into  three  parts,  which  form  a triangle  of  about  two  thirds  of  a mile  on  each  fide. 

I .  Ihe  Upper  I’owny  compofed  of  very  irregular  ftreets  and  mean  buildings.  Hands 
on  the  eaftern  Hope  of  a vaft  hill,  called  Greenaleigb^  or  Minehead  Point. 

2.  The  Lower,  or  Middle  Lown,  half  a mile  foutheaft  from  the  beach.  And, 

3.  ^ay  Lown  by  the  water’s  edge,  under  the  brow  of  the  point  or  headland,  which 
is  about  feven  hundred  feet  high,  and  finely  cultivated  on  the  land  fide  to  the  very  top; 
but  next  the  fea  it  is  a fteep  rugged  cliff,  intermixed  with  Ihrubs  and  bulhes;  the  rocks 
hanging  a prodigious  height  above  the  tops  of  the  houfes.  To  the  weft  of  the  point 
the  Ihore  is  elevated  to  an  immenfe  height;  the  next  hill  being  eight  hundred  and  fix, 

and 
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ind  the  next  {czWtd  Bratton-Hill)  eight  hundred  and  fixty-four  feet  high,  according  to 
an  accurate  meafurement  which  has  been  lately  taken. 

From  two  furveys  made  in  the  years  1705  and  1783,  of  the  number  of  houfes  and 
inhabitants  within  this  town,  it  appears  that  a great  declenfion  has  taken  place. 


1705. 

1783. 

Houfes. 

Inhabitants, 

Houfes.  Inhabitants. 

Higher  town 

- 124 

638 

98 

382 

Lower  town 

- 130 

710 

I41 

520 

Quay  town 

. 64 

452 

45 

226 

1800 

284 

1128 

Decreale  ot  houfes  34,  and  of  inhabitants  672;  many  of  the  houfes  (till  remaining  being 
now  uninhabited,  and  falling  faft  to  ruin. 

It  was  given  by  King  William  the  Conqueror  to  William  de  Mohun,  and  as  his 
property,  is  thus  accounted  for  in  the  general  furvey: 

“ William  himfelf  holds  MAneheve.  Algar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  twelve  carucates.  In  demefne  are  three  caru- 
cates,  and  twelve  fervants,  and  twenty-feven  villanes,  and  twenty-two  cottagers,  with 
" ten  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  three  {hillings  rent,  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and 
twenty-four  acres  of  wood.  Failure  four  miles  in  length,  and  two  miles  in  breadths 
**  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  one  hundred  {hillings,  now  fix  pounds.”* 

From  this  time  the  manor  of  Minehead  paiTed  in  the  fame  way  as  that  of  Dunfter, 
from  the  Mohuns  to  the  Luttrells;  and  is  now  the  poffeiTion  of  John  Fownes  Luttrell, 
efq;  of  Dunfter  Caftle. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  endowed  with  great  privileges. 
It  was  formerly  governed  by  a portreeve;  but  now  by  two  conftables,  chofen  annually 
at  the  court-leet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  quay  however  being  negledled,  and 
the  trade  of  the  port  declining,  this  place  was  finking  very  rapidly  into  decay,  when  the 
Luttrells  obtained  of  King  William  III.  a ftatute  for  recovering  the  port,  and  keeping 
it  in  proper  repair,  by  which  they  were  to  have  the  profits  thereof  for  thirty-fix  years ; 
which  profits  were  eftimated  at  about  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  In  confequence 
of  a fubfequent  a6l,  confirming  the  former,  a new  head  was  built  to  the  quay,  and  the 
pier  put  into  repair.  By  which  means  the  harbour  was  rendered  fafe  for  {hips  to  enter 
and  ride  in.'* 

' About  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  upwards  of  forty  veiTels  were  employed 
to  Ireland.  Many  others  were  engaged  in  the  Weft-India,  Virginia,  and  the  Straits 
trade;  and  four  thoufand  barrels  of  herrings  were  at  that  time  {hipped  here  annually  for 
the  Mediterranean.  But  all  this  is  now  nearly  at  an  end;  the  trade  is  loft;  the  herrings 
have  left  the  coaft;  and  there  are  at  prefent  only  five  or  fix  veffels  belonging  to  the  port. 

• Lib.  Domefday. 

On  a brafs  plate  fixed  up  at  the  end  of  the  old  quay  is  this  infcription “ This  Key  was  firll  founded 
and  built  by  Geo.  Luttrell,  efq;  in  the  year  1616,  and  hath  been  kept  in  repair  at  the  coft  and  charges  of  that 
family ; and  alfo  this  new  work  is  done  by  the  command  and  coft  of  the  Hon'*'  ® Colonel  Francis  Luttrell,  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Minehead,  Anno  Domini  i68z,” 
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But  notwithftanding  the  prefent  low  ftate  of  commerce  in  this  town,  the  following 
account  of  its  former  trade  will  evince  it  to  have  been  very  conliderable. 

In  the  tirhe  of  Charles  II.  and  Queen  Anne,  feveral  rates  and  fubfidies  on  the  im- 
portation of  bay  and  woollen  yarn  were  made  payable  here,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
nine  Ihillings  and  fix-pence  per  hundred  weight;  which  continued  till  the  year  1740; 
at  which  time,  complaints  having  been  made  that  large  quantities  of  wool  had  beea 
run  from  Ireland  to  France,  as  a means  to  prevent  thofe  meafures  in  future,  all  the  faid 
duty  was  taken  off.  But  notwithftanding  this  great  encouragement  to  Irifti  induftry, 
there  was  a few  years  after  fo  confiderable  a furplus  of  raw  wool  in  Ireland,  that  by 
takin'g'a  period  of  eight  years  (from  1745  to  1754)  there  was  imported  here  179,459 
ftones  of  wool,  which  left  a local  profit  to  this  town  of  4790I.  viz. 

■ 

Freight  - - 2990*1 

Hauledge  from  fhips  - 150  1 4790;^.  which  with  fundry  other  contingent  advantages 

Quay  duties  - - 400  > may  on  an  average  be  fairly  computed  at  625;^.  per 

Packers  and  porters  - 450  annum  benefit  to  this  town. 

Agency  and  commiflion  8ooj  , 

The  imports  of  wool  from  Ireland  to  this  period  are  as  under: 

Stone.  Stone. 

In  1718  - - - - 31269  In  1734  - . - - 40522 

1721  - - - - 33388  1736  - - - . 12795 

1722  - - - _ 64344  1740  - - - - 6689 

1733  - - - . 15992 

The  following  is  a juft  account  of  the  other  imports  here  for  two  periods  of  four 
years  each,  with  a calculation  of  the  value  of  the  feveral  commodities : 

Firft  period,  from  1758  to  1763. 


1759- 


[760. 


1761. 


1.  5.  d. 

1.  5.  d. 

i.  s.  d. 

Bay  yarn  ----- 

656  0 0 

888  5 0 

S37  3 4 

Woollen  yarn  - - - - 

17  9 6 

106  9 0 

6 10  0 

Linen  cloth  - - - - 

5409  13  6 

9661  17  6 

7656  I 6 

Lamb  fkins  - _ - - 

32  II  0 

Slink  ditto  ----- 

97  2 6 

Kid  fkins  ----- 

1276 

47  5 0 

Sheep  and  goat  fkins  - - 

" , 

45  I 6 

Ox  and  cow  hides  - - 

637  10  0 

927  0 0 

Calf  fkins  ----- 

170  18  0 

•883  10  0 

660  0 0 

Butter  ------ 

35  0 0 

58  8_9 

Tallow  ------ 

16  5 6 

59  10  0 

Hogs  lard  ----- 

187  4 0 

33  3 0 

Pork  - - - ’ - - - 

' 13  17  0 

21  12  6 

Bacon  ------ 

20  14  0 

Briflles  dreffed  and  undreffed 

102  0 0 

1762. 

1.  s.  d. 
175  II  6 

12654  13  6 


288 

329 


[5  o 

5 o 
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Second  period,  from  1774  to  1779. 


Bay  yarn  - - - - - 

Woollen  yarn  - - - - 

Linen  cloth  - - - _ 
Lamb  fkins  - - - - 
Slink  ditto  - - - * - 

Kid  ikins  - - - - - 

Sheep  and  goat  ikins  - - 
Ox  and  cow  hides  - - - 
Calf  Ikins  - - - - - 

Butter  ------ 

Tallow-  - - - - - 

Hog^s  lard  - - - - - 

Pork  ------ 

Bacon  ------ 

Briftles  drefled  and  undrelTed 


1775- 

1776. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

13317  3 0 

13879  10  0 

1 1453  0 6 

4427  18  6 

177  18  0 

205  7 6 

9 12  6 

3278  0 0 

6087  8 0 

164  no 

72  0 0 

Cr. 

00 

0 

0 

264  14  6 

12  0 0 

8 '0  0 

1777.  1778 


s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

17534 

12 

0 

1018 

I 

0 

43 

4 

0 

3138 

10 

6 

4409 

17 

0 

288 

I 

0 

251 

0 

0 

254 

19 

6 

287 

7 

6 

207 

7 

6 

87 

16 

9 

1735 

0 

0 

1862 

10 

0 

50 

0 

0 

108 

IQ 

0 

270 

I 

0 

274 

13 

0 

icv 

6 

0 

' 11 

9 

6 

4 

7 

0 

2 

8 

0 

77 

0 

0 

The  exports  for  the  fame  periods  are  not  confiderable  here,  as  the  velTels  on  the  Irilli 
trade  moftly  load  coals  to  carry  outj  the  moft  confiderable  article  of  export  has  been 
oak-bark,  valued  at  20  2 61.  los.  The  other  articles  of  export  in  the  fame  periods  have 
been  chiefly  grain,  amounting  to  1743I.  15s. 


The  bringing  over  live  cattle  from  Ireland  was  once  a confiderable  trade  here,  before 
an  a(5t  pafTed  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  to  prohibit  it,  by  which  adl  the  cattle  became 
forfeited,  one  half  to  the  informer,  the  other  to  the  parifh  poor. 

But  fo  little  were  the  wants  of  the  poor,  or  fo  confiderable  were  the  forfeitures,  that 
in  the  year  1675  accumulated  furplus  fum  of  about  five  hundred  pounds  was  in 
hand,  and  then  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  a freehold  eftate  in  the  parilh  of  Ottery  St. 
Maryjwhich  eftate  ftill  retains  the  name  of  the  Cow-Lands. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  quay  is  a convenient  cuftom-houfe,  with  a regular  eftablifli- 
ment  of  officers. 


The  coaft  is  compofed  of  fand  and  round  pebbles;  in  feme  parts  a little  muddy,  and 
abounding  with  the  common  Bladder-fucus,  which  is  burnt  into  kelp  for  the  Briftol 
market.  The  tide  ebbs  near  a mile  from  the  high-watermark;  and  great  quantities 
of  laver  (fea-liverwort)  is  gathered  from  the  rocks,  and  fent  to  Bath,  Briftol,  Exeter, 
and  London. 

On  the  rocks  at  low  water  is  a fpecies  of  limpet,  which  contains  a liquor  very  curious 
for  marking  fine  linen;  the  procefs  is  as  follows;  Lay  the  limpet  with  its  mouth  down- 
ward on  fome  folid  body,  and  break  it  with  a fmart  ftroke  of  a hammer,  but  not  fo  as 
to  bruife  the  fifh.  When  the  flrell  is  picked  off,  there  will  appear  a white  vein  lying 
Cranfverfely  in  a little  furrow  next  the  head  of  the  fiffi,  which  may  be  taken  out  by  a 

bodkin 
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bodkin  or  any  other  pointed  inftrument.  The  letters  or  figures  made  with  this  liquor 
on  linen  will  prefently  appear  of  a light  green  colour,  and  if  placed  in  the  fun  ^Yill 
change  into  the  following  colours : if  in  winter  about  noon,  if  in  fummer,  an  hour  or 
two  after  fun-rifing,  and  fo  much  before  fetting ; for  in  the  heat  of  the  day  in  fummer 
it  will  come  on  fo  faft,  that  the  fucceflion  of  each  colour  will  fcarcely  be  diftinguifhed. 
N ext  to  the  firft  light  green,  it  will  appear  of  a deep  green,  and  in  a few  minutes 
change  to  a full  fea-greenj  after  which,  in  a few  minutes  more,  it  will  alter  to  a blue; 
then  to  a purplifli  red:  after  which,  lying  an  hour  or  two,  (if  the  fun  Ihines)  it  will  be 
of  a deep  purple  red,  beyond  which  the  fun  does  no  more.  But  this  laft  beautiful 
colour,  after  wafhing  in  fcalding  water  and  foap,  will,  on  being  laid  out  to  dry,  be  a 
fair  bright  crimfon,  which  will  abide  all  future  wafliing.  This  fpecies  of  limpets  are, 
fome  red,  others  white,  black,  yellow,  brown,  and  fand-colourj  and  fome  are  ftriped 
with  white  and  brown  parallel  lines. 

On  the  fliore  is  found  a ftony  mafs  variegated  with  dark  brown,  and  a glofly  talk. 
Between  the  town  and  Dunfter,  on  the  beach,  feveral  hundred  yards  below  high-water- 
mark, the  roots  of  many  large  trees  are  feen,  four  or  five  inches  above  the  furface  of 
the  fand.  They  are  become  very  foft,  crumble  eafily  with  the  fingers,  and  are  almoft 
black;  but  the  texture  of  the  wood  is  very  perfedf,  and  the  interior  parts  retain  their 
colour.  But,  what  is  very  fmgular,  this  old  wood,  when  broken  parallel  to  the  grain, 
contains  a number  of  Ihells  and  oak-leaves  within  its  very  fubftance.  The  fliells  are  of 
the  dottle  kind,  and  in  a femi-foflil  ftate;  but  no  recent  Ihells  of  this  kind  are  now  found 
on  this  part  of  the  coaft. 

The  fifli  common  to  this  coaft  are,  Ihrimps,  prawns,  crabs,  mufcles,  foies,  flounders, 
Ikait,  cuttle  and  dog-fifli,  ray,  ftar-fifli,  porpufes,  and  fometimes  Iharks.  The  fhells 
found  here  are,  common  patellae  [limpets]  trochi,  nerites,  common  whelks,  and  bucci- 
nums,  with  fome  fmall  venus  and  tellini.  The  pebbles  are  moftly  large,  and  wafhed 
up  by  ftrong  tides  from  the  Welfh  coaft;  great  quantities  of  them  are  burned  into 
lime,  which  is  the  principal  manure  ufed  by  the  farmers  in  this  neighbourhood. 

A market  is  held  here  on  Wednefdays,  and  a chartered  fair  for  pedlary,  &c.  on  the 
Wednefday  in  Whitfun-week.  A fmall  woollen  manufadure  is  ftill  carried  on  here. 
The  arms  of  the  town  were  a ftiip  under  fail,  and  a wool-pack,  emblematical  of  its 
priftine  trade. 

The  country  on  the  land  fide  of  this  town  is  very  pidurefque  and  beautiful,  being  a 
continued  fucceflion  of  lofty  hills  and  rich  vales,  finely  contrafted.  A ftream  rifing  on 
Bratton-hill  runs  through  the  lower  town,  and  turns  one  fulling,  and  two  grift  mills. 
This  ftream  contains  fine  trout.  The  landholders  have  aright  of  commonage  on  the 
hills,  which  abound  with  a very  hard  liver-coloured  ftone,  with  red  and  white  veins,  and 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  iron.  The  climate  is  mild,  and  by  the  fea-breezes  the  air 
is  rendered  fo  falubrious,  that  vegetation  is  earlier  by  near  a month  than  in  the  inland 
parts  of  the  county.  Myrtles  thrive,  though  expofed  all  winter  in  the  open  air. 

Fronting  the  old  market-place  is  an  alms-houfe,  containing  eleven  dwellings,  built 
by  Robert  Quirck.  On  a brafs  plate  over  the  door  is  this  infcription: 


“ Robert 
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Robert  Quirck,  fonne  of  James  Quirck,  built  this  houfe  Anno  1630,  and  doth  give 
it  to  the  ufe  of  the  poore  of  this  parifli  for  ever.  And  for  better  maintenance  I do 
give  my  two  inner  cellers  at  the  inner  end  of  the  keyj  and  curfed  be  that  man  that  lhall 
convert  it  to  any  other  ufe  than  to  the  ufe  of  the  poorej  i6jo.”  Below  is  a fhip  en- 
graved, and  underneath, 

“ God’s  Providence 
Is  my  Inheritance.  R.  Q/’ 

The  following  is  an  extraft  from  Robert  Quirck’s  will,  dated  July  4,  1648 ; 

And  whereas  it  hath  pleafed  God  that  I have  built  an  alms-houfe  in  the  town  of 
Minehead  aforefaid,  containing  feveral  dwelling-houfes,  I do  give  the  faid  houfes 
‘‘  unto  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Minehead  for  ever;  but  the  ordering  of  the  faid  houfes 
I leave  to  my  fon  Robert  Quirck,  and  to  the  name  of  the  Quirckes  for  everj  and 
for  want  of  the  name  of  the  Quirckes,  then  to  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  of  the  parilh 
of  Minehead  for  ever. 

**  Item,  I give  unto  my  faid  alms-houfes  two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  bellowed  in 
**  land  for  the  better  relief  and  reparation  of  them. 

‘‘  Item,  I do  give  unto  my  faid  alms-houfes  my  two  inner  cellars  at  the  key  of 
Minehead  aforefaid,  to  be  let  out  for  rent  to  him  that  will  give  moft  for  them ; and 
the  cellars  and  alms-houfes  being  repaired,  my  will  is,  that  the  money  which  remaineth 
“ fhall  be  equally  divided  among  the  poor  people  dwelling  in  the  faid  alms-houfes 
twice  a year.”  , 

The  Hon.  Col.  Alexander  Luttrell,  who  died  Sept.  11,  17 ii,  gave  to  the  poor  of 
this  parilb  fifty  pounds  j the  intereft  thereof  to  be  diftributed  yearly  to  poor  perfons 
not  receiving  alms  of  the  parilh. 

Joan  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moggridge,  vicar  of  this  church,  gave  to  eight  poor 
widows,  who  receive  no  alms,  the  yearly  intereft  of  20I.  to  be  diftributed  at  Chriftmafs. 

Mr.  George  Sullivan,  of  Minehead,  maltfter,  who  died  Nov.  3,  1755,  gave  one 
hundred  pounds,  the  intereft  thereof  to  be  paid  to  Joan  Oxmead  and  Sarah  Leigh, 
widows,  during  their  lives,  and  after  their  deaths,  to  fixteen  aged  weak  people  of  this 
parilh,  not  receiving  alms,  on  the  firft  of  January  in  every  year  for  ever. 

There  are  three  hamlets  in  this  parilh  of  the  names  of  Bratton,  Periton,  and 
Hindon.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  thus  defcribed  in  the  book  called  Domefday-book: 

Roger  holds  of  William  [de  Mohun]  Bratone.  Aluric  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  virgates  of  land.  The  arable  is  four  carucates. 
In  demefne  are  two  carucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  two  villanes,  and  four  cottagers, 
“ with  two  ploughs.  There  are  two  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred  acres  of 
**  pafture.  It  was  formerly  worth  five  Ihillings;  now  thirty  Ihillings. 

This  place  gave  name  to  a family  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  when  Robert  de 
Brattone  held  one  knight’s  fee  here  of  William  de  Mohun,'’  and  bore  on  his  leal  a chief 


^ Lib.  nig.  Scac.  i.  92, 
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indented  three  mullets  pierced.'  His  rucceffor  was  Henry  de  Bradlon  or  Bratton,  an 
eminent  U^yyer  and  juftice  itinerant  in  the  time  of  Hen.  III.  who  lies  buried  in  the  parifh 
church  here,  between  the  chancel  and  north  aile,  under  an  arch  embellilhed  with  Gothick 
ornaments,  and  his  effigy  veiled  in  long  robes.  His  fucceflbrs  were  Thomas  and  Peter 
de  Bratton,  which  lail  died  i6  Ric.  II.  then  feized  of  the  manor  of  Bratton,  a third 
part  of  the  manor  of  Langridge;  lands  in  Bratton,  Yarnor,  Ven,  Periton,  and  Dunfter; 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas  de  Bratton  his  fon  and  heir,  at  the  time  of^  his  father’s 
deceafe  of  the  age  of  fifteen  years.^  At  what  time  this  Thomas  died  is  not  clear;  but 
'a  fon  of  his  own  name  is  certified  to  have  died  38  Henry  VI.  feized  of  the  manor  of 
Biddlefcombe,  and  the  manor  of  Bratton,  which  he  held  of  James  Luttrell,  efq;  and 
lands  and  tenements  in  Wichangre  in  the  parifh  ofLuccombe,  and  in  Wydon,  Allerford, 
and  Periton,  in  the  parifh  of  Minehead.®  To  him  fucceeded  John  de  Bratton,  whole 
fon  and  heir  was  named  Simon,  and  left  iffue  John  de  Bratton,  who  died  6 Edw.  IV. 
leaving  John  his  fon  and  heir  of  the  age  of  four  years.  After  this  the  name  became 
fcxtindf,  and  the  manor  paffed  through  a variety  of  proprietors  to  Peter  Lord  King. 

The  living  of  Minehead  is  vicarial,  lies  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  was  rated  In 
1292  at  ten  marks.* **  The  lord  of  the  manor  is  patron;  and  the  prefent  incumbent  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Luttrell.  It  was  appropriated  to  the  prioiy  of  Brewton. 

The  church  ftands  in  the  upper  town,  and  is  a large  handfome  ftrudlure,  one  hun-' 
dred  and  fixteen  feet  long,  and  forty-two  feet  wide,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  north 
aile,  and  veftry  room.  A well-built  embattled  tower  at  the  weft  end,  ninety  feet  in 
Jaeight,  contains  a clock,  chimes,  and  five  bells. 

Within  an  iron  railing  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  north  aile  is  an  elegant  ftatue  of  Queen 
Anne,  in  white  alabafter,  on  a pedeftal  four  feet  high,  holding  the  globe  and  feepter. 
Thereon  is  this  infeription: — This  ftatue  was  given  by  Sir  Jacob  Banks,!  and  erefted 
in  1719.  He  reprelented  this  borough  in  parliament  fixteen  years,  and  during  this  timo 
was  a benefador  to  it  on  all  occafions.” 

On  a black  frame  in  the  aile  is  the  following  memorial: 

Near  this  place  lie  the  bodies  of  five  children  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  William 
Moggridge,  who  was  vicar  of  Minehead  fifty- three  years,  and  reftor  of  Porlock  twenty- 
nine  years.  He  died  March  5,  1763,  in  the  eighty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  in  Porlock  chancel.”  , 

On  a flat  ftone  in  the  chancel  floor, 

**  Here  refteth  the  body  of  James  Quircke,  mariner,  who  deceafed  Feb.  20,  1613, 
who  purchafed  the  fee  farme  of  the  moytee  of  this  reftori.” 

‘‘  Here  refteth  the  bodye  of  Robert  Quirck,  marindr,  the  fone  of  James  Quirck; 
he  dyed  the  i8th  of  March  1649.” 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Robert  -Quirck,  fon  of  John  Quirck  of  Hindon,  who 
^departed  this  life  the  ift  of  April,  1712,  aged  19  years.” 

* Seals  from  old  Deeds,  ^ Efc.  e Ibid. 

Taxat.  fpiritual.  » Of  him  fee  Hutchins’s  Dorfet/hire,  vol,  ii.  p.  4.33, 


**  Here 
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On  a brafs  plate : Here  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Quirck,  of  Hindon,  who  de- 

parted this  life  Aug.  lo,  1697,  aged  44.  Alfo  of  John  Quirck  his  fon,  who  departed 
this  life  Dec.  13,  1730,  aged  32.” 

On  another  brafs  plate: Here  lyeth  the  body  of  James  Quirck,  of  this  parifh, 

mariner,  who  departed  this  life  April  4,  17  ii,  aged  53  years. Here  alfo  lyeth  the 

body  of  Izott  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  Nov.  7,  1724,  aged  58.” 

In  the  middle  of  the  church-yard  is  an  old  ftone  crofs  nearly  entire,  with  four  rows 
of  fteps.  , 


O A R E, 

AParilh  lituated  at  the  fartheft  extremity  of  the  county,'  weftward,  being  twelve 
miles  weft  from  Minehead,  and  two  from  the  Briftol  Channel. 

The  country  here  is  very  wild  and  romantick,  and  the  parifti  lies  in  a profound  vale,, 
environed  with  lofty  hills.  The  parilh  is  fmall,  the  whole  being  rated  at  only  two 
hundred  pounds  pr  annum.  The  lands  are  moftly  ftieep-walks;  but  in  the  vallies  and 
lower  Hopes  there  is  a little  arable,  and  fome  fine  meads,  the  latter  worth  nearly  forty 
ftiillings  an  acre.  Several  Iprings  rifing  in  the  hills  to  the  eaft  and  fouth  form  a fmall 
ftream,  which  runs  through  the  vale  by  the  church,  over  a rocky  channel,  and  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  Molefliead-bridge  to  the  weft  of  Foreland-Point. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  the  manor  of  Cure,  then  called  Are^  belonged  to  Ralph 
de  Pomerai,  and  is  thus  furveyed: 

“ Ralph  himfelf  holds  Are.  Edric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded 
for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates,  and  four 
fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  five  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There  are  two 
“ acres  of  meadow,  and  fifteen  acres  of  wood.  Pafture  two  miles  in  length,  and  one  in 
**  breadth.  It  is  worth  thirty  ftiillings.  This  manor  pays  by  cuftom  twelve  ftieep  a 
“ year  to  Carentone,  a manor  of  the  King.  Ralph  retains  this  cuftom.”'' 

This  Ralph  de  Pomerai  was  one  of  the  Conqueror’s  attendants,  and  was  rewarded 
for  his  fervices  with  many  manors,  particularly  in  the  county  of  Devon,  where  his 
pofterity  were  feated,  at  a place  called  from  them  Bury-Pomeraiy  and  where  they  con- 
tinued till  the  time  of  Edward  VI.  when  Sir  Thomas  Pomerai,  knt.  fold  it  to  Edward 
Seymour  Duke  of  Somerfet.'  They  had  parted  with  this  manbr  long  before,  and  it 
feems  to  have  been  the  inheritance  of  a family  of  its  name.  John  de  Aui  o [or  Ore] 
occurs  witnefs  to  a charter  of  the  date  of  1256,  and  William  de  Aure  to  another  deed 
8 Edw.  II. A feudary  rent  or  acknowledgment  is  paid  hence  to  Dunfter  Caftle, 

Lib.  Domefday.  > Sir  W.  Pole’s  Survey  of  Devon,  MS.  Carti  Antlq, 
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36  Henry  VIII.  lands  here  were  granted  to  Francis  Byam."  At  prefent  the  manor  is 
divided  between  Mr.  Nicholas  Snow,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  John  Short,  efq. 


The  living  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  in  the  gift  of  Mr.  Nicholas 
Snow  aforefaid.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Clare  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

le^hurch.is  a fmall  building  of  one  pace,  having  a tower  with  one  bell. 

Ihe  nofi^^iWall  of  the  nave  is  a fmall  mural  monument,  infcribed  to  the  memory 
. ^of  feveral  of  the  family  of  Spurrier,  who  were  formerly  patrons  of  the  benefice. 

" MS.  Sydenham. 


P O R L O C K 

IS  a fmall  fea-port  town  fix  miles  weft  from  Minehead,  and  thirty-three  weft  from 
Bridgwater  j bounded  on  the  north  and  north- weft  by  the  Channel,  on  the  eaft  by 
Selworthy  and  Luccombe,  on  the  fouth  by  Stoke-Pero,  and  on  the  weft  by  Culbone. 
A narrow  flip  of  the  parifli  of  Luccombe  runs  acrofs  that  of  Porlock  quite  down  to  the 
fea,  dividing  it  in  two } fo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  eaft  part  cannot  go  to  their  own 
church  without  crofTing  the  parifli  of  Luccombe. 

This  whole  parifli,  including  hamlets,  contains  about  one  hundred  and  ten  houfes, 
and  nearly  fix  hundred  inhabitants.  Moft  of  the  houfes  form  two  mean  ftraggling 
ftreets  near  the  church,  and  are  chiefly  built  of  rough  ftone,  or  mud  walls,  two  ftories 
high,  and  thatched,  with  the  backs  of  the  chimnies  projefting  from  the  fronts  into 
the  ftreets. 

The  fituation  of  the  town  is  finely  romantick,  being  nearly  furrounded  on  all  fldes, 
except  toward  the  fea,  by  fteep  and  lofty  hills,  interfered  by  deep  vales  and  hollow 
glens.  Some  of  the  hills  are  beautifully  wooded,  and  contain  numbers  of  wild  deer. 
The  vallies  between  thefe  hills  are  very  deep  and  pidturefquej  the  fides  being  fteep, 
feared  with  wild  rocks,  and  patched  with  woods  and  foreft  flirubs.  Some  of  the 
vallies,  however,  are  well  cultivated,  and  ftudded  with  villages,  or  Angle  farms  and 
cottages,  although  agriculture  here  is  very  imperfedtly  underftood.  Moft  of  the  roads 
and  fields  are  fo  fteep,  that  no  carriages  of  any  kind  can  be  ufedj  all  the  crops  are 
therefore  carried  in  with  crooks  on  horfes,  and  the  manure  in  wooden  pots  called  doficls. 
Many  of  the  poor  are  employed  in  fpinning  yarn  for  the  Dunfter  manufaftory. 

A market  by  royal  licence  was  formerly  held  here  every  Thurfdayj  but  there  are 
now  only  three  markets  in  a year;  one  at  Michaelmas,  which  is  the  great  market,  and 
two  in  the  fpring,  all  for  cattle.  In  the  ftreet  is  an  ancient  market  crofs. 

At  the  weft  corner  of  the  bay,  which  forms  a concave  of  near  three  miles  from  point 
to  point,  the  quay  is  fituated,  and  there  is  a fmall  pier;  three  or  four  veflTels  belong  to 
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the  harbour,  and  are  ulually  employed  in  fetching  coals  and  lime  from  Wales.  In  the 
centre  of  the  bay  is  a decoy  for  catching  wild  fowl.* 

The  eaftern  corner  prefents  a grand  fcene  of  craggy  and  romantick  rocks,  called 
Hardijioney  Hartland,  or  Bcjftngton-Point.  Part  of  thefe  rocks  are  infulated  at  high 
water,  and  the  reft  rife  in  the  boldeft  manner  from  one  hundred  to  more  than  three 
hundred  feet  high.  In  Ipring  tides,  when  the  wind  fets  in  ftrong  from  the  weft,  the 
fury  of  the  fea  is  here  fo  violent,  that  it  has  wafhed  vaft  caverns  in  the  folid  rock,  fome 
of  which  are  eighty  feet  within  the  rock,  fixty  wide,  and  near  one  hundred  high.  On 
the  coming  in  of  the  tide  in  a ftorm,  the  echoes,  and  the  daftiing  of  the  waves  in  thefe 
caverns,  are  aftonifhingly  tremendous.  At  low  water  the  ftiore  exhibits  a ftriking  fcene 
of  rocky  fragments,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  waflied  from  the  cliffs  above, 
and  lie  widely  fcattered,  or  piled  on  each  other,  in  wild  magnificence.  The  cliffs  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  this  point  hang  over  the  beach  with  awful  fublimity  and  grandeur. 
Thefe  rocks  are  interfperfed  with  metallic  veins,  fpar,  cryftals  like  the  Cornifh,  cop- 
peras, and  a fmall  quantity  of  filver  ore. 

In  many  of  the  roads  through  this  parifh,  pyrites  are  frequently  found  in  large 
lumps;  the  rocks  are  impregnated  with  iron  ore;  and  there  is  alfo  fome  copper, 
but  not  in  a fufficient  quantity  for  working. 

The  channel  is  here  about  nine  leagues  over,  and  the  greater  part  of  South-Wales 
forms  a beautiful  rifing  landfcape  beyond  it. 

The  Saxons  gave  this  place  the  expreftive  title  of  Popr-Locan,  which  fignifies  an 
inclofed  bay  or  ftation  for  fhips;  and  under  this  name  it  twice  occurs  in  the  annals  of 
that  warlike  people. 

In  the  year  918,  thofe  turbulent  vifitors  of  England,  the  Danes,  having,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earls  Ohtor  and  Rhoaldy  entered  the  Severn,  and  fpread  ruin  and  de- 
vaftation  along  the  oppofrte  coafts  of  Wales,  dire<51:ed  their  courfe  to  Somerfetfhire,  and 
landed  privately  in  the  night  at  Porlock,  for  the  fake  of  plunder;  but  the  inhabitants, 
being  timely  alarmed,  gave  them  fo  warm  a reception,  that  the  greater  part  were  cut 
to  pieces ; and  thofe  few  who  efcaped  alive,  were  obliged  to  retire  with  great  precipi- 
tation to  their  fhips.'’ 

About  this  time  Porlock  had  an  extenfive  chace,'  and  a palace  of  one  of  the  Saxon 
kings.  The/latter,  in  all  probability,  was  deftroyed  with  the  town  not  many  years 
after,  on  the  following  memorable  occafion: — Harold,  the  fon  of  the  baniflied  Earl  of 
Kent,*'  partaking  of  his  father’s  Ioffes  and  difgrace,  had  repaired  to  Ireland  (which  it 

® Leland  calls  Porlogh-Bay  a meatly  good  rode  for  Ihippes.  Itin.  vol.  il.  p.  102. 

Chron.  Sax.  An.  dccccxviii. 

^ In  the  Regiller  of  Bifhop  Oliver  King,  in  the  archives  at  Wells,  there  Is  a curious  entry  of  a commiflion 
iffued  to  enquire  into  fafts,  and  to  examine  witneffes,  concerning  a matter  of  one  John  Strange,  a parifhioner 
of  Porlock,  who  being  employed  in  hewing  wood  here  Aug.  23,  1499,  upon  cutting  a piece  of  bread  for  his 
ufualmeal,  obferved  blood  to  flow  out  of  the  incifion.  Reg.  King,foI.  156,-— The  memorial  does  not  fay 
that  he  cut  his  little  finger,  See  the  Engliflr  hiftorians. 
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feems  had  long  been  the  receptacle  of  fugitives)  in  order  to  ftrengthen  his  party,  and 
to  raife  troops,  with  a view  of  making  a piratical  defcent  upon  the  Englifh  coafts. 
Accordingly,  about  Midfummer  1052,  fetting  fail  from  that  country  with  nine  ftrong 
fhips,  replete  witli  men  and  arms  fuitable  to  his  enterprize,  he  crofled  the  channel,  and 
entered  the  bay  of  Porlock.'  The  place,  it  is  to  be  fiippofed,  had,  fince  the  attempt 
of  the  Danes,  been  greatly  ftrengthened  both  with  regard  to  buildings  and  population ; 
and  the  natives,  being  likewife  apprized  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  were  on  this 
junfture  aflembled  in  vail  multitudes  upon  the  coaft,  refolved  to  defend  it.  Harold, 
however,  fecured  his  landing,  and  marched  his  men  up  into  the  country,  where  he 
feized  every  thing  that  was  valuable,  and  after  flaughtering  numbers  of  the  natives, 
and  fetting  fire  to  the  town,  returned  to  his  fhips  with  immenfe  booty/ 

A fmall  unfinifhed  encampment  of  an  oval  form,  in  a wood  one  mile  and  a half 
fouth-weft  from  the  church,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  thrown  up  on  this  occafion.  The 
entrance  to  it  is  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  the  upper  trenches  are  very  deep.  Swords,  and 
other  inftruments  of  war,  have  been  found  within  its  area.] 

The  inhabitants  preferve  the  memory  of  the  above  occurrences  to  this  day;  and  no 
longer  ago  than  the  beginning  of  this  century,  they  could  point  out  the  burnt  foundation 
flones  of  fome  of  the  ancient  houfes,®  and  the  veftigcs  of  what  had  once  been,  in  the 
vulgar  opinion,  an  extenfive  and  magnificent  city. 

At  this  time,  the  whole  manor  of  Porlock,  with  many  of  the  adjacent  lands,  was  in 
the  pofTefTion  of  Algar,’’  the  eldeft  fon  of  Leofric  Earl  of  Mercia,  who  was  very  inftru- 
mental  in  oppofing  and  thwarting  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Godwin  the  father  of 
Harold.  But  at  the  acceflion  of  William  Duke  of  Normandy  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land, by  the  decifive  battle  of  Haftings,  in  which  Harold  was  (lain,  this  manor  was 
veiled  in  Baldwin  de  Ex<ecejire^  one  of  the  Conqueror’s  faithful  adherents  and  attendants. 
William’s  own  furvey  gives  us  the  following  defcription  of  the  place,  and  its  poflefTors/ 

" The  fame  (that  is,  Drogo  or  Drew)  holds  of  Baldwin  Portloc.  Algar  held  it 
” in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  twelve 
carucates.  There  are  fix  bondmen,  three  cottagers,  and  fix  fervants.  There  are 
three  hundred  acres  of  wood,  and  five  hundred  acres  of  paflure.  It  was  worth  four 
pounds  when  he  received  it,  now  only  twenty-five  fhillings.” 

This  Baldwin’s  name  was  Redvers-,  but  in  regard  to  his  refidence  in  the  city  of 
Exeter,  wherein  he  was  pofTeffed  of  nineteen  dwellings,  and  the  cuftody  of  the  caflle, 
he  was  fometimes  called  Baldwinus  de  Execejlre. 

His  fucceffors  the  Earls  of  Devon  enjoyed  this  eflate;  but  in  procefs  of  time  enfeoffed 
the  manor''  on  the  family  of  Roges  or  Eitz-Roges,  of  which  name  were  many  in  this 
county  and  that  of  Devon.  In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  Anthony  de  Porloc,  a name 
jiflumed  from  this  place,  held  half  a knight’s*  fee  in  Porlock  of  Robert  Fitz-Roges/. 

• Chron.  Sax.  An.  mlii.  Sim.  Dunelm.  A.D.  mlii. 

* Dlfcourfe  of  Antiquities  near  Conquejl,  at  the  end  of  Peter  Langtoft’s  Chronicle,  p.  466. 

Lib.  Pomefday.  ‘Ibid.  Cart.  Antiq.  * Lib.  Nig.  120. 
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In  which  family  of  Roges  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  the  church  continued  for  many 
generations,  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III."'  i Ric.  I.  Simon  Fitz- 
Roges,  lord  of  this  manor,  paid  a fine  of  one  hundred  fhillings  for  impleading  his 
right  of  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Porlock  againft  Richard  de  Raleigh."  This  half  knight’s 
fee  was  ever  after  held  of  the  caftle  of  Oakhampton,  the  barony  of  the  Earls  of  Devon," 
A.  D.  1310,  13  cal.  Jan.  George  Roges  was  prefented  to  the  church  of  Porlock  by 
Henry  Roges  his  kinfman.'*  Simon  Roges  de  Porlock  was  dead  before  1317,  for 
in  that  year  Richard  de  Birlaunde  was  collated  to  the  church  here  by  the  prefentation 
of  Herbert  de  Marifco,  who  had  married  Ifabel  the  relift  of  Simon  Roges,  lord 
of  this  manor.**  After  which  it  paffed  to  Stokkey,  and  after  fome  defcents  to  Sir 
Nigele  or  Neale  de  Loring,  knight  of  the  garter,"  who  left  it  with  his  other  lands  to 
his  two  daughters,  Ifabel  the  wife  of  Robert  Lord  Harington,  and  Margery,  firft  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  Peyner,  and  fecondly  to  Thomas  Poynings,  knt.®  This  manor  came 
to  Robert  Lord  Harington,  and  thence  to  William  Bonville  Lord  Harington,  and  by 
Cecily  his  daughter  to  Henry  Grey  Duke  of  Suffolk;  by  whofe  attainder  it  came  to 
the  crown,  and  was  grante^  to  the  family  of  Rogers  of  Cannington.  Edward  Rogers 
died  feized  of  it  in  1627.  Sir  Francis  Rogers  died  15  Charles  I.  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Hugh  Rogers  his  fon  and  heir,  whofe  marriage  and  wardfhip  were  granted  to  Sir  John 
Hele,  and  Thomas  Smith,  efq.‘  It  afterwards  came  to  the  Blathwaites,  and  is  now 
poffelTed  by  William  Blathwaite,  of  Dirham  in  the  county  of  Glocefter,  efq. 

The  manor-houfe  hath  the  name  of  Worthy ^ and  is  at  prefent  inhabited' by  a farmer. 
It  {lands  near  the  wier,  about  two  miles  from  Porlock;  and  at  a little  diftance  from  it 
is  a fmall  cottage  called  the  Oratory,  which  tradition  fays  was  formerly  a cell  to 
Barlinch  priory  in  this  county. 

The  manor  of  Sparks-Hay,  which  formerly  was  a member, of  the  great  manor  of 
Porlock,  belongs  to  Lord  King,  baron  of  Ockham  in  the  county  of  Surry. 

Within  thi's  parifh  are  four  hamlets,  viz. 

I.  Bossincton,  which  Hands  one  mile  north-eaft  from  Porlock,  and  contains 
twenty-four  houfes. 

1.  West-Porlock,  one  mile  weft,  containing  fourteen  houfes. 

3.  PoRLOCK-wiER,  or  QUAY,  near  two  miles  weft,  which  has  twenty  houfes. 

4.  Yarnor,  on  the  hills,  two  miles  fouth-weft  from  Porlock,  which  contains 

four  houfes. 

The  firft  of  thefe  hamlets,  viz.  Boflington,  was,  before  the  Conqueft,  part  of  the 
pofTeflions  of  Athelney-abbey,  which  was  founded  in  the  year  8 8 8 by  Alfred  the  pious 
king  of  England.  We  read  the  following  account  of  it  in  Domefday: 

“ Radulfus  de  Limefi  holds  Bosintvne,  The  church  of  Adelingi  held  it  in  the 

time  of  King  Edward  the  ConfefTor,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  It  was  appropriated 

® SirWm.  Pole.  " Rot.  Pip.  Devon.  “ Ex  Autog.  MSS.  P Excerpt,  e Regift.  WeUen, 

9 Ibid,  * From  ancient  evidences.  * SirWm.  Pole.  ' Ex  Autog, 
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to  the  table  of  the  monks.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one 

carucate,  with  one  fervant  j and  there  are  five  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  with  one 
“ plough.  Failure  one  mile  in  length,  and  half  a mile  in  breadth.  It  was,  and  is 
“ now,  worth  twenty  Ihillings.  When  the  King  gave  his  land  to  Radulphus,  the 
“ church  was  feized  of  this  manor.”“ 

This  manor  was  held  of  the  abbey  of  Athelney  above-mentioned  by  the  fervice  of  a 
whole  knight’s  fee,  and  a rent  of  thirty  Ihillings.  In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  Talbot  de 
Hethfield  agreed  under  his  feal  to  hold  the  fame  of  Benedidl  the  abbot  and  his  fuccef- 
fors  j and,  befides  the  above  aclcnowledgment,  to  alfill  the  abbots  againll  their  enemies, 
under  pain  of  excommunication.’'  • His  defcendants  took  the  name  of  Talbot. 

In  tlie  time  of  Edw.  I.  this  manor  was  held  by  Henry  de  Glaften,’'  and  in  that  of 
Edw.  III.  John  Whyton  poflefled  it,  and  died  the  latter  end  of  that  reign,  leaving  two 
daughters  by  Joanna  his  wife,  viz.  Elizabeth  the  eldell,  who  married  Walter  Paunsfort, 
and  was  mother  of  Walter,  who  did  his  homage  for  half  the  manor  to  John  Bigge, 
abbot  of  Athelney,  3 Henry  VI.  and  fold  his  right  to  John  Sydenham,  fon  of  Henry, 
who  married  Margaret  the  other  daughter;  and  30  Henry  VI.  on  an  award  made  by 
arbitration  of  Alexander  Hody,  then  fteward  to  the  abbey,  John  Sydenham  acknow- 
ledges the  rent  and  fervices  above  recited  for  the  whole  manor,  whereof  he  was  pof- 
fclTed  of  half  by  purchafe  from  Walter  Paunsfort.^  Sir  Thomas  Acland,  bart.  is  the 
prefent  owner. 

The  living  is  a reftory,  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  crown, 
worth  140I.  a year.'*  The  Rev.  George  Pollen  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Dubritius,  is  an  ancient  Gothick  ftrudlure, 
ninety-fix  feet  in  length,  and  thirty-four  in  breadth,  confifting  of  a nave,  fouth  aile, 
chancel,  veftry-room,  and  porch,  all  covered  with  flate.  At  the  weft  end  is  a low 
tower,  with  the  remains  of  a fpire  Ihingled,  the  upper  part  having  been  blown  down  in 
a ftorm  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  The  tower,  with  the  fpire,  is  feventy  feet  high, 
and  contains  a clock  and  five  bells. 

In  the  chancel,  on  a large  tomb  under  a grand  arched  canopy  fupported  by  four 
ftone  columns,  lie  the  effigies  of  a Knight  Templar  and  his  lady.  He  is  in  compleat 
armour,  with  a military  belt  and  fword ; ffie  is  in  a clofe  bodice,  with  a loofe  robe  over 
it,  and  a kind  of  mitred  head-drefs:  at  his  feet  is  a lion,  and  another  under  his  head; 
at  her  feet,  fome  other  animal  much  mutilated. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  another  very  ancient  tomb ; but  there  is 
no  infcription  or  arms  on  either.  They,  however,  moft  probably  belonged  to  fome  of 
the  Rogers  family. 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a pompous  mural  monument  of  ftone  and  black 
marble,  much  ornamented  with  painting,  gilding,  carved  foliage,  and  fcrolls.  In  the 
front,  two  fmall  detached  columns  of  black  marble,  with  Corinthian  capitals  gilt, 

'•*  Lib.  Domefday.  * Regift.  Abbat.  de  Athelney,  MS.  ^ Efc,  ^ Regift,  ut  fupra. 

fupport 


€ar!)ampton.]  p o R L o c k. 


39  ■ 

fupport  a cornice,  at  each  corner  of  which  is  a flaming  urn.  On  the  center  of  thi^ 
cornice  rifes  an  arched  pediment,  on  which  recline  two  cherubs  with  wings  expanded 
and  gilt.  Their  left  hands  fupport  a civick  crown,  and  their  right  the  armsj  Jahle^  fix 

martlets  argent. On  the  tablet  is  the  following  infcription ; 

‘‘  Subtus  inhumatur  Nathaniel  Arundel,  s.  t.  b.  parochias  de  Exford  reftor,  et  vere 
paftor;  cujus  erga  Deum  fincera  pietas,  erga  ecclefiam  intrepidus  zelus,  erga  uxorem 
anior  vix  imitabilis,  erga  pauperes  fine  oftentatione  liberalitas,  erga  univerfos  fine 
adulatione  urbanitas  heu  quando  ullum  invenient  parem!  Piura  vetat  magnarum 
virtutum  comes  verecundia.  Hoc  igitur  omnia  breve  claudat  encomium;  vivus  amicos 
habuit  homines,  moriens  confcientiam,  mortuus  Deum.  Ob.  6 id.  Feb.  fafutis  hu- 
manas  1705,  setatis  fute  70.  Jana  defunfti  relida  chariffima,  necnon  reverendi  viri 
Gulielmi  Mitchell,  hujus  ecclefise  redtoris,  filia  natu  maxima,  hoc  fupremum  pofuit 
devindilfimi  amoris  monumentum.” 

Underneath  is  this  coat;  Jahky  five  martlets  argent ^ impaling archevron,  between 
three  fwans  proper;  for  Mitchell. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a plain  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  thus 
infcribed: 

Near  this  place  lies  interred  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Moggridge,  who  was  redor  of 
this  place  29  years,  and  vicar  of  Minehead  53;  who  died  March  5,  1763,  aged  82. 

" Alfo  Frances  his  wife,  who  died  Feb.  6,  1765,  aged  69.  And  alfo  Joan  their 
daughter,  who  died  July  7,  1737,  aged  6 years.” 

Under  an  arch  in  the  fouth  wall  of  the  aile,  is  the  mutilated  effigy  of  a knight,  having 
a fliield  on  his  left  arm,  a fword  on  his  left  fide  in  a military  belt,  and  his  right  hand  on 
the  handle,  in  the  ad  of  drawing  it. 

Againft  one  of  the  pillars  in  the  nave,  is  the  following  table  of  benefadions.  On  the 
top  are  the  arms  of  Rogers,  viz.  argent^  a chevron,  between  three  bucks  trippant  Jable. 

“ Henry  Rogers,  of  Cannington,  efq;  fome  time  lord  of  this  manor,  by  his  lafl;  will 
gave  the  fum  of  2350I.  for  the  purchafing  of  lands,  the  clear  rents  and  profits  thereof 
**  to  be  employed  towards  the  maintenance  of  twenty  poor  people ; eight  of  the  faid 
poor  to  live  within  the  manor  of  Porlock,  and  to  have  their  proportions ; which  lands 
have  been  fince  purchafed  in  the  names  of  Sir  Edward  Windham,  bait.  Sir  Francis 
W arre,  bart.  and  others,  to  the  number  of  twelve  truftees ; and  when  any  five  of  them 
ffiall  die,  the  furvivors  are,  within  fix  months  after,  to  eled  fo  many  more  fit  and 
“ able  perfons  to  manage  the  truft.  The -vicar  of  Cannington  for  the  time  being  is 
“ appointed  to  be  one,  according  to  a deed  of  truft,  one  copy  whereof  remains  in  our 
veftry.  . William  Ruscomb,  Steward.” 

There  is  alfo  another  charity  of  25I.  a year,  being  the  rent  of  an  eftate  in  Winsford 
pariffi,  formerly  left  by  Mrs.  Rogers. 

In  the  year  1426,  Sir  William  Harington,  knt.  founded  a chantry  in  the  parifli 
church,  for  one  prieft  to  celebrate  divine  fervice  daily,  for  the  health  of  his  own  foul, 
and  the  fouls  of  his  anceftors,  which  chantry  he  endowed  with  lands  in  Ugborough  in 

Devonfhire; 
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Devonfhire;  as  alfo  with  divers  meffuages  in  the  town  of  Porlock.*  The  houle  wherein 
the  prielt  refided  is  (landing  near  the  church,  and  is  (till  called  the  chantry-houfe, 

John  Bridgwater y or  de  Bridgwatery  defcended  from  an  ancient  family  of  the  fame 
name  in  this  county,  was  redlor  of  Porlock  in  1565.  He  held  divers  other  preferments 
in  this  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  the  reftory  of  Lincoln-college  in  Oxford,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  in  1563,  but  refigned  it  in  h 574.  He  left  Oxford  the  fame  yearj  and 
having  vifited  feveral  foreign  countries,  fettled  at  Triers  in  Germany,  where  he  wrote 
many  books,  and  was  held  in  general  eftimation  as  a fenfible  ecclefiaftick.  Among 
other  things  he  publifhed,  Concertatio  Ecclefia  Catholica  in  Anglia  adverjus  Calvino- 
Papijlas  &’  Puritanosy  Jub  Elizabeth  a Regina  y quor  undam  hominum  doblrind  et  fanbiitate 
illujirium  renovata  ^ recognitaP  Aug.  Trev.  1594.  8vo. 

On  a view  of  the  parilh  regifter,  the  annual  average  number  of  births  is  found  to  be 
eighteen,  and  of  burials  fourteen. 

Pat.  5 Hen.  VI. 


SEL'  WORTHY. 

Westward  from  Minehead,  and  fituated  on  the  fouthern  (lope  of  lofty  hills 
adjoining  to  the  fea  coaft,  (lands  Selworthy,  a fmall  pari(h,  which  in  the 
Conqueror’s  time  belonged  to  Ralph  de  Limefi,  who  was  alfo  polTelTed  of  Luccombe 
and  other  manors  in  this  county:  the  record  fays, 

Ralph  himfelf  holds  Seleurde.  Queen  Eddida  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
‘‘  two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  five  cottagers,  with  three 
“ ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  twenty  pence  rent,  and  five  acres  of  meadow,  and  fixty 
acres  of  paflure,  and  forty  acres  of  wood.  It  was  worth  twenty  (hillings,  now  twenty- 
“ five  (hillings.”* 

This  Ralph  de  Limefi  was  fucceeded  by  Alan  his  fon  and  heir,  after  whom  came 
Gerard,  John,  and  Hugh,  all  of  them  principally  feated  in  the  county  of  Warwick. 
But  this  manor  was  afterwards  pofiTefiTed  by  the  houfe  of  Luccombe,  and  palled  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  eftate  from  which  they  derived  their  name,  having  gone 
through  the  families  of  Luccombe,  St.  John,  and  Arundel,  and  is  now  the  polfelfion  of 
Frederick  Thomas  Wentworth,  efq. 

The  vills  in  this  pari(h  are, 

I.  Holnicot,  which  in  the  Conqueror’s  time  belonged  to  Roger  de  Curcelle,  and 
to  two  Nuns,  as  we  are  informed  in  the  record  of  that  reign: 

» Lib.  Domefday. 
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“ William  holds  of  Roger  Hunecote.  Aluric  and  Briduin  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  half  a hide,  and  half  a virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is 
two  carucates  and  a half.  There  are  four  villanes,  with  one  cottager,  having  two 
ploughs.  There  are  fixteen  acres  of  pafture.  It  is  worth  twenty-two  fhillings.*’ 

“ Two  Nuns  hold  of  the  King  in' alms  two  virgates  and  a half  of  land  in  Honecote. 
The  arable  is  two  carucates.  There  is  one  plough  and  five  acres  of  meadow.  It  is 
worth  five  ftiiHings.”' 

William  de  Holne  held  this  vill  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  and  in  that  fame  reign  Walter 
Barun  is  certified  to  hold  certain  lands  and  tenements  herein,  confifting  of  one  mefluage, 
ten  acres  of  arable,  and  two  acres  of  meadow,  of  the  King  in  capite,  by  the  fervice  of 
hanging  on  a certain  forked  piece  of  wood  the  red  deer  that  died  of  the  murrain  in  the 
foreft  of  Exmoor,  and  alfo  of  lodging  and  entertaining  fiich  poor  decrepit  perfoiis  as 
came  to  him,  at  his  own  expence,  for  the  fouls  of  the  anceftors  of  King  Edw.  1.“* 

This  village  is  fituated  in  the  road  leading  from  Minehead  to  Porlock,  fouthward 
from  the  church,  and  confifts  of  twelve  houfes.  The  noble  old  manfion  of  Sir  Thomas 
Acland  here  was  accidentally  deftroyed  by  fire  in  the  year  1779.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke 
Acland,  bart.  is  the  prefent  lord  of  Holnicot. 

- I.  Allerford,  one  mile  weftward,  containing  fifteen  houfes.  This  place  was  the 
land  of  Ralph  de  Limefi  above-mentioned,  and  is  thus  furveyed  j 

Ralph  himfelf  holds  Alresford.  Edric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates, 
“ and  two  fervants,  and  fix  villane^,  and  two  cottagers,  with  one  plough.  There  is  a 
“ mill  of  fifteen-pence  rent,  and  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  pafture,  and 
one  acre  of  wood.  It  was  worth  fifteen  fhillings,  now  twenty  Ihillings. 

This  manor  pays  a cuftomary  rent  of  twelve  flieep  per  annum  to  Carentone  the 
King’s  manor.  Ralph  ftill  keeps  up  this  cuftom.'” 

This  manor  was  afterwards  held  of  the  lords  of  Dunfter.  4 Edw.  III.  J ohn  de  Raleigh 
held  it  of  John  de  Mohun.^  i Eliz.  lands  were  held  here  by  John  Arundel  ofTrerice, 

3.  Tivington,  or  Blackford,  one  mile  eaft,  having  nine  houfes.  This  manor 
was  the  property  of  the  late  Charles  Whitworth, 

4.  Knoll,  adjoining  to  Wotton-Courtney,  near  two  miles  eaftward,  in  which  arc 
four  houfes. 

5.  West-Lynch,  near  Boflington,  four  houfes. 

6.  Brandy-Street,  betwixt  Holnicot  and  Allerford,  five  houfes. 

The  reft  of  the  houfes  ftand  near  the  church,  the  whole  number  being  feventy,  and  of 
Inhabitants  about  three  hundred  and  fixty.  - ' 

The  living  is  a reftoryin  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  valued  in  1292  at  fix  marks  and  a 
half.  The  abbot  of  Athelney  had  a penfion  out  -of  it  of  three  marks,  given  to  the 


^ Lib.  Domefday.  « Ibid,  ^ Efc.  35  Edw.  I.  « Lib.  Domefday.  Lib.  Feed. 
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abbey  by  Richard  de  Luckham,  out  of  his  demefne  lands  in  this  parifli,  about  A.  D. 
1 200.®  Frederick  T homas  Wentworth,  efqj  is  the  patronj  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams 
the  prefent  incumbent,  ' 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  is  lltuated  very  pleafandy  on  riling 
ground  open  to  the  Ibuthj  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  north  andfouth  ailes,  tiled. 
An  embattled  tower,  45  feet  high  at  the  weft  end,  contains  a clock  and  fix  bells. 

In  the  fbuth  aile  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  and  grey  marble,  the  in- 
fcription  whereof  is  now  quite  effaced,  but  which  bears  the  following  arms,  viz.  Gules^ 
a chevron  argent^  between  three  etoiles  or:  an  inelcutcheon  of  pretence,  on  a chevron 
between  three  horfes  paffant  argent^  three  orles  Jahk, 

Againft  the  fame  wall  is  another  monument  of  white  and  grey  marble,  with  this  in- 
fcription: — “ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Charles  Staynings,  efq;  of  Holnicot  in  this 
parilh,  the  laft  of  that  ancient  family,  and  of  Sufannah  his  wife,  daughter  to  Sir  Nicholas 
Martyn,  late  of  Oxton  in  the  county  of  Devon,  knt.  She  departed  this  life  the  8th  of 
May  1685;  he  Dec.  4, 1 7 00,  aged  7 8 Arms,  or  gent y a bat  dilplayed  Jahky  Staynings  % 
impaling,  argent^  two  bars  gules ^ Martyn. 

On  a brafs  plate  in  the  chancel  floor  is  a long  epitaph  in  Latin  and  Englifh  verfe  ta 
the  memory  of  William  Fleet,  paftor  of  this  parilh  48  years,  who  died  Jan.  5,  1617. 

Another  brafs  plate  to  Robert  Siderfin,  gent,  who  died  Jan.  20, 1714,  aged  251  and 
to  Walter  Siderfin,  gent,  who  died  March  21,  1731,  aged  40. 

On  two  brafs  plates  on  the  floor  of  the  fouth  aile: — **  Heere  lyeth  the  body  of 
Anthony  Steynings,  the  Ibnne  of  Charles  Steynings,  of  Holnecot,  efq;  who  died  May 
19,  1635. — Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Cecill  Staynings,  fome  tyme  the  wife  of  Charles 
Staynings,  of  Holnecot,  elq;  by  whom  he  had  feven  fonnes  and  fixe  daughters.  Sh« 
died  June  21,  1646,  aged  47.’* 

In  the  church-yard  is  an  old  ftone  crols. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  twelves  the  burials  ten. 

s Taxat.  SpiiUual. 


STOKE-PERO. 

This  parllh,  lb  denominated  from  its  ancient  lords,  is  litirated  four  miles  Ibuth  fforri 
Porlock,  and  eight  Ibuthweft  from  Minehead,  in  one  of  thofe  deep  vallies  which 
wind  between  the  hills.  The  number  eff  houfes  is  eighteen,  and  of  inhabitants  about 
one  jiundred.  Fourteen  of  the  houfes,  which  are  moftly  mean  thatched  cottages.  Hand 
in  the  valley  near  the  churchy  the  other  four  compofe  a hamlet  called  Wilmotsham. 

A part 
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A part  of  Dunkery-hill  is  within  the  confines  of  this  parifii,  and  to  the  v/efl:  and 
fouth  is  the  long  wild  tradl;  of  Exmoor.  The  lands,  except  a few  meads  in  the  valley, 
and  fields  of  arable  on  the  fides  of  the  hills,  are  chiefly  wafte  or  woods.  .On  each  fide 
the  vale  wherein  Hands  the  village,  the  Hopes  of  the  hills  are  very  fteep,  woody,  and 
rocky.  Through  one  of  them  the  road,  lies  to  Luckham,  and  is  extremely  pidhirefque, 
but  impaflTable  for  any  carriage,  being  fo  fteep,  narrow,  and  encumbered  with  large 
loofe  ftones,  that  it  is  dangerous  even  for  horfes.  Thefe  woods  abound  with  _ whortle- 
berries; and  on  the  rocks  and  trees  are  many  curious  mofles. 

We  find  but  little  inhlftory  concerning  this  parifli,  which  was  anciently  written  Stoche^ 
implying  fimply  placet  perhaps  by  way  of  eminence.  It  belonged  to  William  de 
Mohun  among  his  other  eftates  in  this  neighbourhood: 

“ Roger  holds  of  William  Stoche.  Eddida  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 

and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  two  carucates,  which  are  in  demefne,  with 

eight  cottagers.  There  are  eight  acres  of  meadow,  and  four  acres  of  coppice  wood. 

It  was  and  is  worth  thirty  Ihillings,”* 

In  the  time  of  Edward  I.  this  manor  was  the  property  of  Gilbert  Piro,  a name  which 
afterwards  degenerated  into  Pero  and  Perrow. 

12  Hen.  IV,  John  fon  of  Henry  Forfter  held  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Stoke-Pero  and 
Bagley  of  Ralph  Durborough,  as  of  the  manor  of  Almefworthy, 

It  came  afterwards  into  the  families  of  Dodiftiam  and  Pym,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  the  Rev.  Chancellor  Nutcombe, 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 
The  Rev,  Mr.  Williams  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  Hands  on  a rifing  ground  on  the  fouthweft  fide  of  the  valley,  is  a 
fmall  ftrudture  fifty-four  feet  long,  and  fixteen  wide,  and  at  the  weft  end  is  a tower, 
thirty  feet  high,  with  one  bell. — There  is  no  monument,  nor  infcription. 

• Lib.  Domefday, 


TIMBERSCOMBE. 

This  parllh  being  fituated  In  a lowly  Valley  encompafled  with  hills  of  wood,  un- 
doubtedly had  its  name  from  thatcircumftance;  Timbep  being  the  Saxon  term 
for  wood,  and  Eombe  that  for  a valley.  In  like  manner  many  Cmbes  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood were  denominated  from  the  particular  kind  of  wood  that  grew  about  them,  as 
Withycombe  from  FiSij  a withy  or  willow,  andEombe  a valley;  Thprncombe  from 
Dopn  a thorn,  andEombe;  Alhcombe  from  .®|"C  an  alh,  andEombe;  and  Bickham  in 
this  parifli,  caUed  in  Domefday  Bichecomet  from  Bece  a l^ech  tree,  and  Eombe  the  fame 
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appellation  for  a glen  or  valley.  Nay  even  fome  of  thefe  fpots,  thus  deeply  fituated, 
were  denominated  from  very  inferior  products  of  nature,  of  which  we  have  a notable 
inftance  in  the  name  of  Ne  tile  combe y which  comes  from  Nerele,  a nettle,  of  which  herb 
in  all  probability  great  plenty  grew  in  that  parilh.  And  fome  had  their  derivatives 
from  fome  particularity  of  fituation,  as  Luccombcy  or  Luckham,  called  in  Domefday 
Locumbcy  which  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  Loc  and  Eombe,  fignifying  an  inclofed 
valleyj  and  Widcombe  from  Fid  and  Eombe,  a wide  or  extenfive  valley. 

Timberfcombe  is  a fmall  parilh  four  miles  from  Minehead,  and  in  the  road  to 
Dulverton,  confifting  of  about  fourfcore  houfes,  which  principally  form  an  irregular 
ftreet  by  the  church.  The  countiy  round  is  very  pidurefque  and  romantick..  Two 
fmall  rivers  rifing  under  Dunkery-hill  unite  in  this  parilh,  and  turn  two  grift  mills, 
running  under  a ftone  bridge  of  one  arch  (built  by  the  parilh)  in  its  way  to  Dunfter. 

King  William  the  Conqueror  gave  the  manor  of  Timbercombe  to  Roger  Arundel: 

“ Drogo  holds  of  Roger  Timbrecumbe.  Aluerd  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
‘‘  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide  and  a half.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  In. 
‘‘  demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  two  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers, 

with  one  plough.  There  are  eleven  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
“ acres  of  pafture,  and  fixty-one  acres  of  wood,  It  was  worth  when  he  received  it  one 
“ hundred  Ihillings,  now  forty  Ihillings. 

“To  this  manof  is  added  one  furlong.  Algar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward. 

The  arable  is  one  carucate.  There  is  half  a plough,  with  two  cottagers,  and  eight 

acres  of  pafture,  and  four  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  five  Ihillings.”'* 

We  find  by  the  inquifitions  8 Edward  IV.  that  John  Sydenham  died  feized  of 
Timbercombe  that  year,  which  he  held  of  Sir  William  Herbert,  knt.  as  of  his  barony 
of  Dunfter,  by  fealty  and  the  rent  of  two  IhiUings ; leaving  Walter  Sydenham  his  fon 
and  heir.'  7 Henry  VI.  Simon  Ralegh,  Robert  Bykcombe,  Walter  Pauncefot, 
William  Cloutlham,  and  Thomas  Bratton,  held  feparately  half  a knight’s  fee  in 
Timbercombe,  which  Johri  de  Tort,  and  the  heirs  of  Edon  de  Dammefton,  formerly 
held  there."'  The  manor  now  belongs  to  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  The  prior  of 
Dunfter  received  out  of  it  a yearly  penfion  of  ten  fliillings.' 

About  half  a mile  weftward  from  the  church  is  Bickhamy  now  the  feat  of  William 
Withy  combe,  efq;  but  which  formerly  gave  name  to  a family  who  were  owners  thereof. 
It  is  furveyed  in  Domefday-book  under  the  title  of  Bichecome'. 

“ Richard  holds  of  William  Bichecome.  Two  Thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  In 
“ demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  three  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  half  a plough. 
“ There  are  three  acres  of  meadow,  and  forty  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  formerly  worth 
“ fix  Ihillings,  now  fifteen  Ihillings.”^ 

This  was  another  of  thofe  manors  which  were  anciently  held  of  the  Caftle  of  Dunfter. 
i4Edw.  I,  Robert  de  Bykkombe  held  one  knight’s  fee  in  Bykkombe  of  John  de 

Lib.  Domefday.  * Efc.  Lib.  Feod.  * Taxat.  Temporal.  ^ Lib.  Domefday. 
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Mohun  lord  of  Dunfter/  which  fee  feems  to  have  continued  in  the  fame  family  for 
feveral  generations.  The  Biccombes  were  lords  alfo  of  Crocombe  in  this  county,  as 
alfo  of  Broomfield,  and  had  divers  lands  and  pofleflions  in  other  parifhes,  which  de- 
fcended  to  the  families  of  Carew  of  Camerton,  and  Smith  ofLong-Alhton. 

Timberfcombe  conftitutes  a prebend  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells,  which  prebend 
was  in  1292  valued  at  eight  marks.*'  The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of 
Dunfter:  The  Rev.  George  Knyphton  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  A.  D.  1471,  John 
Nesfeld,  efq;  recovered  the  prefentation  to  the  prebend  of  Timberfcombe  againft  the 
Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  by  virtue  of  the  King’s  writ  Robert  Wilfon,  L.L.B. 
was  inftituted  to  the  faid  prebend.* 

The  church  is  a . neat  Gothick  edifice,  dedicated  to  St.  Micfiael,  and  confifts  of  a 
nave,  chancel,  fouth  aile,  and  a north  porch;  and  has  at  the  weft  end  an  embattled 
tower  crowned  with  a low  fpire,  a clock,  and  four  bells. 

The  altar-piece,  which  is  very  neat,  was  given  by  Richard  Elfworth  ofBickham,  efq; 
who  died  Aug.  5,  1714,  aged  22  years,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church.  His  arms  are. 
Per  pale  indented,  gules  and  argent,  four  lions  rampant  counter-changed.  This  Richard 
Elfworth  founded  a charity-fchool  in  this  parilh  about  the  year  1710,  for  teaching  poor 
children  to  read  and  write,  and  endowed  the  fame  with  ten  pounds  per  annum. 

In  the  church-yard  ftand  the  remains  of  a ftone  crofs. 

The  chriftenings  on  an  average  are  eleven,  the  burials  eight. 

8 Lib.  FeoJ.  ^ Taxat.  Spiritual.  * Excerpt,  e Regift.  Welleru 


TREBOROUGH, 

(Anciently  written  Treberge  and  Traberge) 

A Small  parilh,  lying  in  a hollow  on  high  ground,  furrounded  by  ftill  higher  hills, 
finely  cultivated,  and  cut  into  large  and  beautiful  inclofures,  unincumbered 
with  wood,  fix  miles  fouth  from  Dunfter,  and  fourteen  weft  from  Taunton.  The  lands 
are  in  general  very  rich,  being  a fandy  loam,  and  moftly  arable.  It  confifts  of  about 
twenty  houfes,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  farms. 

The  manor  of  this  place  is  fet  down  in  the  Norman  record  among  the  pofleflions  of 
Ralph  de  Limefi : 

Ralph  himfelf  holds  Traberge.  Edric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
gelded  for  half  a hide.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate. 
“ There  is  one  villane,  and  thirty  acres  of  wood.  Failure  one  mile  long,  and  as  much 
“ broad.  It  is  worth  feven  Ihillings,  for  it  lies  wafte.”* 
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After  the  Conquefl,  Treborough  came  to  the  poffefllon  of  the  family  of  Bafmgs,  lords 
of  Kentsford  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Decumans  in  this  county;  of  whom  were,  William  fon 
of  Hamo  deBafmgs  temp.  Edw.  I.  John  de  Bafmgs  8 Edw.  II.  fatirer  of  another  John, 
whofe  fon  Gilbert  Bafmgs  7 Henry  V.  was  fucceeded  by  another  Gilbert  then  under  age. 
This  Gilbert  Bafmgs  died  16  Henry  VI.  leaving  Simon  his  fon  and  heir,  who  dying 
foon  after  without  iffue,  Alianor  his  filler,  married  to  John  Hamme,  became  poflelTed 
of  Treborough  and  Kentsford;  and  in  conjunftion  with  her  faid  hufband,  20  Henry  VI. 
paired  over  all  her  right  in  thefe  manors  to  Sir  William  Bonville  and  others  in  trull 
for  Richard  Luttrell;  and  24  Henry  VI.  being  then  the  wife  of  John  Williams,  levied 
a fine  to  the  faid  trullees. 

This  Richard  Luttrell,  who  was  an  illegitirnate  fon  of  Sir  John  Luttrell,  was 
22  Henry  VI.  appointed  conllable  of  Dunller  Callle  for  life;  and  the  following  year 
coroner  for  the  county  of  Somerfet.  29  Henry  VI.  he  was,  with  Sir  William  Bonville, 
appointed  by  the  Duke  of  York  keeper  of  the  King’s  park  at  North-Petherton,  and 
the  fame  year  lleward  of  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  this  county, 
and  keeper  of  his  callle  at  Bridgwater.  33  Henry  VI.  he  accounted  for  timber  cut 
down  in  the  King’s  manor  of  North-Petherton,  and  foon  after  died  without  ilTue, 
whereupon  the  ellates  reverted  to  Sir  J ames  Luttrell  of  Dunller  callle.  On  his  attainder 
this  manor,  with  that  of  Kentsford,  and  the  Other  lands,  was  granted  to  the  earl  of 
Pembroke;  but  on  its  being  reverfed  12  Henry  VII.  it  relbrted  to  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell, 
in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued,  till  in  the  time  of  Edw.  VI.  Sir  John  Luttrell, 
grandfon  to  Sir  Hugh,  fold  it  to  Sir  John  Wyndham,  who  gave  it  to  Edward  his 
focond  fon,  progenitor  of  the  Wyndhams  of  Kentsford,  Trent,  Pillefdon,  and  Tale.'’ 
The  manor  was  afterwards  conveyed  into  other  hands,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Sir 
John  Trevelyan,  bait. 

Within  the  parilh  of  Treborough  is  Brown,  which  is  thus  noticed  in  the  old  record: 
" Durand  holds  of  William  [de  Mohun]  Brune.  Edwold  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne 
are  two  carucates  and  a hall^  and  two  fervants,  and  thirteen  villanes,  and  three 
“ cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There  is  one  acre  of  meadow,  and  four  and  twenty 
acres  of  pallure,  and  twelve  acres  oftwood.  It  was  formerly  worth  twenty  Ihillings, 
now  forty  Ihillings.”* 

It  afterwards  was  held  of  the  callle  of  Dunller  by  the  Martins,  progenitors  of  thofe  of 
Athelampllon  in  Dorfetlhire,'* 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Dunller;  the  patronage  is  annexed  to  the 
manor,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bennet  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmaU  building,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  confilling  of  one  pace  fifty- 
four  feet  long,  and  fifteen  wide.  There  is  a tower  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  a porch  at 
the  well  end.,  TJie  tower  contains  three  bells. 

* MS.  Palnier.--See  Kentsford  in  St.  Decumans,  Williton  hundred.  * Lib.  Domefday,  ^ Efc. 
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WITHYCOMBE. 

This  parilh,  which  had  its  name  (as  we  have  before  obferved)  from  the  Saxon 
Fi'Sij  a withy  or  willow  tree,  and  Eombe  a valley,  lies  four  miles  eaft  from 
Minehead,  and  twenty  northweft  from  Taunton.  It  is  delightfully  fituated  in  a fertile 
vale,  encompaffed  on  diree  fides  with  lofty  and  finely  cultivated  hills  j the  north  fid& 
opens  to  the  fea  at  about  two  miles  diftance,  affording  a pleafing  view  of  the  broken 
coafl:  ofSomerfeton  the  right,  and  in  front,  beyond  the  channel,  the  Welch  coaft 
and  mountains. 

The  parlfh  contains  forty- three  houfes,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants. 
The  village  confifts  of  one  ftraggling  ftreet,  through  which  runs  a fmall  ftream,  which 
ifliies  from  a Ipring  at  a place  called  Redgirts,  under  Rodehuifh  hill,  and  empties 
itfelf  into  the  fea  between  Dunfter  and  Watchet. 

Half  a mile  eaftward  from  the  church  is  a noble  wood  of  fine  oak,  containing  more 
than  twenty  acres,  and  covering  the  crown  of  a round  hill.  It  is  called  Court-Wood, 
and  belongs  to  JohnFownes  Luttrell,  efq.  On  the  hills  to  the  fouth,  the  black  game 
are  plentifrl,  and  the  woods  abound  with  whortleberries  and  wild  rafpberries. 

The  manerial  province  of  this  place,  called  Withycombe-Hadley,  and  Withycombe- 
Week,  is  vefted  in  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  efq;  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  feveral 
generations.  At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  the  whole  vill  belonged  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Coutance,  to  whom  it  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror: 

“ Edmer  holds  of  the  Bifhop  Widicumbe.  Alnod  held  it,  and  gelded  for  three 
hides,  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  The  arable  is  ten  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
**  two  carucates,  and  fix  fervants,  and  fourteen  vlllanes,  and  feven  cottagers,  with  eight 
**  ploughs.  There  are  ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  pafture, 
“ and  one  hundred  acres  of  wood  wanting  four.  It  was  worth  four  pounds,  now 
•*  fix  pounds.”" 

The  family  of  Fitz-Urle  poflefled  this  manor  in  very  early  times  after  the  Norman 
Conqueft.  Of  which  family  there  is  traced  a defcent  of  feven  generations  from  the 
time  of  Henry  II.  to  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Edw,  III.  when  the  two  daughters  of 
Sir  Ralph  Fitzurfe  being  married,  the  one  to  Fulford,  of  Fulford  in  Devonfhire,  the 
other  to  Sir  Hugh  Durborough,  of  Heathfield-Durborough  in  this  county,  the  manor 
became  aliened  from  the  name;  and  in  the  partition  of  the  marriage  fettlements  between 
the  two  daughters  above-mentioned,  was  afligned  to  Maud  the  wife  of  Durborough, 
Their  iffue  was  James  Durborough  of  Heathfield,  and  Ralph  Durborough  the  eldeft,- 
who  inherited  Withycombe.  He  married  Joan  the  daughter  of  John  St.  Barb,  by 
whom  he  had  two  daughters,  Joan  the  wife  of  John  Couitenai,  who  died  without  iffue, 
and  Alice  the  wife  of  Alexander  Hadley.  Which  Alexander,  in  right  of  his  wife, 
became  poffeffed  of  Withycombe,  and  tranfmitted  it  to  his  fon  John  Hadley;  who, 

having 
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having  married  Joan  the  daughter  of  Richard  Stawel,  was  father  of  Richard  Hadley. 
He  married  Philippa  the  daughter  of  Sir  Humphry  Audley,  knt.  and  had  iflue  one 
fon,  James,  and  two  daughters,  Anne  and  Jane.  Janaes  married  two  wives,  firft 
Fridcfwide,  the  daughter  of  Charles  Matthew,  of  the  county  of  Glamorgan;  his  fecond 
wife’s  name  was  Elizabeth.  By  his  firft  wife  he  was  father  of  feveral  children,  viz.  four 
fons,  Chriftopher,  John,  James,  and  Thomas,  and  two  daughters,  Anne  and  Rachel. 
Chriftopher  Hadley,  his  fon  and  heir,  v^as  t\yenty-two  years  of  age,  31  Henry  VIII* 
and  being  married,  left  iflue  Arthur  Hadley,  and  Margaret.  Arthur  died  without  ifliie 
in  the  time  of  Philip  and  Maiy;  and  his  fifter  Margaret,  who  was  married  to  Jaraes 
I^uttrell,  efq;  fucceeded  to  the  eftate ; which  thus  palTing  into  the  family  of  Luttrell  of 
Dunfter  Caftle,  has  lineally  defcended  to  the  prefent  pofleflbr. 

The  living  of  Withyeombe  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter.  The  Rev. 
George  Inman  of  Burrington  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  is  a fmall  building,  confifting  of  a 
nave  and  chancel  tiled.  On  the  fouth  fide  ftands  a fquare  embattled  tower  thirty-fix 
feet  high,  and  containing  four  bells. 

On  a brafs  plate  in  the  chancel  Here  lyeth  the  bodie  of  Joane  Came  of 

Sandel,  who  was  thrice  married;  firft  unto  John  Newton  of  Sandell,  gent,  next  unto 
Charles  Windham,  efquire;  andlaft  of  all  untoThomasCarneof  Eweny  in  the  countye 
of  Glamorgan,  efq.  Shee  dyed  on  the  nine  and  twentieth  daye  of  Odober  1612.” 

On  a ftone:— — " Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Sainuel  Rogers,  M.  A.  redor  of  this 
parifti;  and  under  the  next  ftone,  on  the  right  hand,  lies  the  body  of  his  dear  fifter 
Elizabeth.  He  died  Jan.  26,  1767,  aged  79.  She  died  Sept.  2,  1749.” 

On  a tablet  againft  the  north  wall  of  the  nave: " Underneath  lyeth  the  body  of 

Elianor  Sully,  daughter  of  Richard  Sully  and  Margaret  his  wife,  who  was  wife  of  Henry 
Chefter,  and  Giles  Dawberie,  who  died  Aug.  27,  1730,  aged  88.”  ‘What  is  more 
miferable  than  a living  man  without  divine  alfiftance  ?” 


WOTTON-COURTNEY 

IS  a fmall  parifii  three  miles  fouthweft  from  Minehead,  and  twenty-two  northweft 
from  Taunton,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fouth  Hope  of  a lofty  ridge  of  hills  called 
Grabbift,  which  divides  this  parifh  from  thofe  of  Minehead  and  Dunfter.  Two  miles 
to  the  fouth  is  Dunkery-Hill,  the  foot  of  which  reaches  to  the  fine  vale  at  the  bottom 
of  the  village. 

The  whole  number  of  houfes  in  this  parifh  is  about  fifty-four,  and  of  inhabitants 
about  two  hundred  and  fixty.  Thirty  houfes  form  a neat  though  irregular  ftreet  near 
ihe  church;  the  refidue  are  diftributed  in  the  following  hamlets,  viz. 


. Ranscombe. 
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1.  Ranscombe,  one  mile  eaft,  containing  eight  hoxifes, 

2.  Wotton-Ford,  under  Dunkei;y-hill,  three  houfes.  • 

3.  Huntsgate-Mill,  one  mile  weft  on  the  road  to  Luckham,  eight  houfes* 

" 4.  Brockweli-,  under  Dunkery,  two  houfes.  ' 

5.  Burrow,  one  mile  fouth,  three  houfes. 

A fair  for  cattle  and  ftieep  is  held  here  on  the  19th  of  September,  and  the  inhabitants 
have  a common  right  on  Dunkery-hiH. 

William  de  Faleife,  a Norman,  had  the  manor  of  Wotton,  (then  called  Otone)  given 
him  by  William  Duke  of  Normandy;  his  poftefli'ons  here  are  thus  accounted  for  in 
the  general  furvey : 

William  himfelf  holds  Otone.  Algar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  ' 
" gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  ten  carucates.  In  demefne  are  three  carucates, 
and  fix  fervants,  and  ten  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  is 
a mill  of  ten  pence  rent,  and  four  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  one  mile  in  length, 
and  half  a mile  in  breadth,  and  the  fame  of  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  one  hundred 
fliillings.”" 

In  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  this  manor  came  into  the  family  of  the  Courtneys,  barons 
of  Oakhampton,  and  afterwards  earls  of  Devonftiire;  and  from  them  the  place  derived 
its  additional  denomination.  In  this  name  and  family  it  continued  for  many  gene- 
rations; till  in  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  Sir  Hugh  Courtney  dying  without  iffue,  his 
eftates  became  divided  between  his  fifter  Margaret,  afterwards  married  to  Sir  Thomas 
Peverell,  and  John  Dinham,  fon  and  heir  of  Muriel  his  younger  fifter.  In  an 
inquifttion  taken  i Henry  VI.  it  was  found  that  Margaret  Peverell  held  this  manor  at 
her  deceafe;  and  that  her  heirs  were  Catherine  the  wife  of  Sir  Walter  Hungerford,  and 
Eleanor  the  wife  of  Sir  William  Talbot,  both  daughters  of  the  faid  Margaret  Peverell.^ 
On  the  partition  Sir  Walter  Hungerford  had  this  manor,  and  from  him  and  his  defcen- 
dants  of  that  name  it  pafled  to  the  family  of  Haftings  and  Huntingdon.  After 
which  it  was  poflefled  by  that  of  Hilfborough,  and  now  by  Lord  Stawel. 

The  living  of  Wotton-Courtney  is  reftorial,  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter,  and  in 
1292.  was  valued  at  feven  marks  three  ftiillings  and  fourpence.’  It  was  appropriated 
ro  the  priory  of  Stoke-Courcy,  and  as  parcel  of  its  revenues  was  granted  by  King 
Henry  VI.  to  Eton  college,  the  provoft  and  fellows  whereof  are  now  the  patrons.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Bryant  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  ftands  on  an  eminence,  and  confifts  of 
a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile,  all  covered  with  tiles.  At  the  weft  end  is  an  embattled 
tower,  containing  a clock  and  five  bells.  The  aile  is  divided  fronn  the  nave  by  three 
arches,  thirteen  feet  wide  and  feventeen  feet  high.  The  pillars,  which  are  cluftered, 
are  fix  feet  in  circumference,  and  ten  feet  high  to  the  fpri'ng  .of  the  arches.  On  the 
tops  of  thefe  pillars  are  ftatues  in  niches,  embellifhed  with  Gothick  ornaments, 
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That  next  to  the  chancel  reprefents  Saint  Chriftopher  carrying  our  Saviour,  the  middle 
one  is  fuppofed  to  be  intended  for  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  other  for  Saint  Lawrence 
with  his  gridiron.  On  each  fide  of  the  eaft  window,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  nave,  are 
angels,  with  the  names  St.  Gabriel  and  St.  Michael  on  their  breafts.  There  is  likewife 
an  ancient  font. 

The  following  infcriptions  are  on  the  chancel  floor: 

" Hie  jacent  fepulti  Thomas  Morley,  i6  Mar.  1624.  Ricardus  Morley,  4 Mar. 
1627.  Filii  Johannis  Morley,  redoris  hujus  ecclefiae.” 

“ The  Rev.  Ralph  Coombes,  redor  of  the  parifli  of  Wotton-Courtney,  departed 
this  life  the  29th  of  May,  and  was  buried  June  4,  1720J  aged  60.” 

**  The  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Snape,  redor  of  the  parifli  of  Wotton-Couitney,  died 
Sept.  12,  1726,  aged  40.  Charles  his  fon,  and  Penelope  his  daughter,  died  15  March 
1723.  Alfo  Penelope  his  fecond  daughter,  April  1726.” 

There  are  the  fragments  of  an  old  done  crofs  in  the  church-yard,  and  a fine  yew 
tree  with  a beautiful  Ipread  of  branches.  - 

The  average  number  of  chriftenings  is  feven,  the  burials  five. 
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This  hundred,  which  is  bounded  by  that  of  Brewton  on  the  eaft,  Somerton  on 
the  weft,  by  Whitftone  and  Glafton-Hides  on  the  north,  and  on  the  fouth  by 
Horethorne,  takes  its  name  from  an  afh  tree  in  the  road  between  Caftle-Cary 
and  Yeovil,  where  the  court  for  the  hundred  has  ufually  been  held. 

This  hundred  was  anciently  in  the  crown;  but  granted  out  at  different  periods'to 
different  perfons.  14  Henry  II.  the  flieriff  of  Somerfet  and  Dorfet  accounted  for  five 
marks  for  a murder  committed  in  this  hundred.®  8 Edward  II.  it  was  held  by  Richard 
de  Cumpton,  who  was  alfo  poffeffed  of  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  Kenton-Mandeville.’* 
King  Richard  II.  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  reign  granted  the  hundreds  of  Stone  and 
Catafh  to  John  Holland  Earl  of  Huntingdon,'  whofe  fon  John,  created  Duke  of  Exeter 
by  King  Henry  VI.  died  feized  of  them  in  1447.'*  i Ric.  III.  the  hundred  of  Catalh 
was  granted  by  the  crown  to  Burghe  and  his  heirs  male.®  It  is  at  prefent  held  by  Mr, 
J onas  Blandford  of  Sparkford. 

a Mag.  Rot.  10.  b.  *>  Efc.  «Pat.  16  Ric.  II.  m.  35.  *•  Efc.  ' MS.  Sydenham, 


CASTLE-CARY  (anciently  C A R I) 

IS  a market  town,  fituated  three  miles  weft  from  Brewton,  twelve  foutheaft  from 
Wells,  and  thirteen  north  from  Yeovil.  It  feems  to  have  had  a fortrefs  in  the 
Saxon  times,  from  Caer  its  primitive  appellation. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conqueror’s  furvey  it  was  the  property  of  Walter  de  Dowai: 

“ Walter  holds  Cari.  Elfi  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for 
fifteen  hides.  The  arable  is  twenty  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  eight  hides, 
‘‘  and  there  are  fix  carucates,  and  fix  fervants,  and  thirty-three  villanes,  and  twenty 
cottagers,  with  feventeen  ploughs.  There  are  three  mills  of  thirty-four  Ihillings  rent, 
and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  one  mile  in  lengtli,  and  half  a mile  in 
“ breadth.  And  one  burgefs  in  Givelceftre,  [Ilchefter]  and  another  in  Brewton,  pay 
“ 16  Id,  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  fixteen  pounds,  now  fifteen  pounds.”^ 

‘ Lib.  Domefday.  Il^ 
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In  a fhort  time  after  the  Conqueft  we  find  this  place  in  the  pofieflion  of  the  family  of 
Perceval,  lords  of  Yvery  in  Normandy,  from  which  country  they  c^me  over  hither  with 
William  the  Norman  Duke. 

The  firfl:  of  the  name  that  we  meet  with  in  England  was  Robert,  Lord  of  Breherval, 
Yvery,  Montinney,  and  Vafife,  in  Normandy,  who  was  one  of  thofe  that  embarked  in 
the  Conqueror’s  expedition;  but  foon  after  the  battle  of  Haftings  returned  to  his  own 
country,  and  devoted  himfelf  to  a religious  life  in  the  abbey  of  Bee.  He  left  behind 
him  three  fons,  Afcelin,  (furnamed  Gouel  and  Gouelde  Percheval)  Gouel,  and  William. 

Afcelin  the  eldeft  was  likewife  an  adventurer  in  the  Conqueror’s  army,  and  being  of  a 
ferocious  difpofition,  acquired  among  his.  fellow-lbldiers  the  title  of  Lupus  or;- the  JVolf. 
He  died  in  1120,  leaving  feveral  fons,  of  whom  John  the  youngeft  was  portioned  in  the 
manor  of  Harptree,  and  in  confequence  aflumed  that  name;  but  afterwards  changed 
it  to  that  of  Gournay;  and  from  him  defeended  the  barons  of  Harptree-Gournay. 

Robert,  the  eldeft  fon,  died  in  1 121,  without  iftlie,  on  which 

William  Gouel  de  Percheval,  his  next  brother,  fucceeded  him  in  the  Norman  and 
Engllfh  eftates.  He  likewife  was  of  a haughty  and  turbulent  temper;  and  as  his  father 
had  been  complimented  with  the  appellation  of  LupuSy  fo  the  fon,  for  a fimilar  reafon, 
was  diminutively  termed  Lupellus,  which  in  procefs  of  time  became  foftened  into  LoveT, 
and  that  name  was  ever  after  ufed  by  his  pofterity.  When  the  barons  of  England, 
difgufted  with  King  Stephen  for  having  violated  the  engagements  he  had  made  ta 
them  on  his  advancement  to  the  throne,  levied  forces  againft  that  prince,  under  the 
command  of  Robert  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  in  favour  of  Maud  the  Emprefs,  mother  to 
King  Henry  the  fecond,  this  William  de  Percheval  adhered  to  the  confederate  party, 
and  ere<fted  ftrong  fortifications  at  Cary,  which  was  the  head  of  his  barony.  William, 
de  Mohun  did  the  fame  at  Dunfter,  William  de  Harptree  at  Harptree,  and  other  barons 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  This  was  done  in  1138,  and  at  a time  when  the  King 
was  greatly  embarraffed  in  the  fiege  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  an  occafion  which  William  de 
Percheval  availed  himfelf  of  in  order  to  diftrefs  his  fovereign,  ravaging  from  his  caftle 
at  Cary  the  adjacent  country,  and  carrying  away  with  him  all  provifions  neceffary  for 
the  fupport  of  the  King’s  army.  Upon  this,  Stephen,  finding  Briftol  impregnable,  and 
conceiving  that  it  would  be  altogether  unfafe  for  him  to  continue  before  it  any  longer, 
jaifedr  the  fiege,  and  turned  all  his  attention  to  the  Caftle  of  Car^,  from  which  he  had 
received  fo  great  an  annoyance.  Here  his  arms  were  crowned  with  better  fuccefs ; for 
he  battered  the  fortrefs  with  his  engines  fo  violently  and  for  fo  long  a time,  that  the  gar- 
rifon,  being  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  and  receiving  no  reinforcement  nor  fupplies 
from  the  Earl  of  Anjou,  or  their  allies  in  Briftol,  furrendered  at  length  upon  terms  of 
peace  and  allegiance.  Notwithftanding  this,  w'e  find  this  William  de  Percheval  again 
in  arms  againft  his  Prince,  and  in  the  fame  caufe,  in  1 1 53,  when  he  defended  this  caftle 
againft  Henry  de  Tracey,  a firm  adherent  to  the  royal  caufe,  who  clofely  befieged  him 
here,  and  threw  up  ftrong  works  above  the  caftle;  but  he  was  ftiortly  relieved  by  the 
Earl  of  Gloucefter,  who  with  fome  difficulty  difmantled  Tracey’s  fortifications.^  It  is 
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probable  that  from  this  time  the  caftle  fell  to  ruin  and  decays  for  little  more  is  heard  of 
it  in  the  fucceeding  reigns,  and  at  prefent  the  fpot  whereon  it  ftood  is  hardly  known  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  townj  being  marked  only  by  an  intrenched  area  of  about  two 
acres,  called  the  Camf^  in  which  implements  of  war  and  bolts  of  iron  have  frequently 
been  dug  up. 

This  William  Gouel  de  Percheval  was  fucceeded  in  the  barony  of  Cary  by  Ralph 
Lupellus,  Of  Lovel,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  dying  A.  D.  1159  without  iffue,  Cary  came 
to  the  poflefTion  of  Henry  Lovel  his  brother. 

Which  Henry,  12  Henry  II,  upon  the  aid  levied  for  marrying  the  King’^s  daughter, 
certified  his  knight’s  fees  to  be  eighteen  of  the  old  feoffment,-  and  one  of  the  new.'’  His 
wife’s  name  was  Alice",  by  whom  he  was  father  of  two  children,  Ralph  and  Henry. 

Ralph  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  inheritance,  and  i J ohn  gave  fixty-fix  pounds  for 
livery  of  his  barony  of  Cary,*  but  dying  without  iffue  9 John, 

His  brother  Henry  became  next  heir  to  the  eftates,  and  9 Joh.  gave  three  hundred 
marks  and  feven  palfries  for  the  livery  of  his  lands,’'  being  certified  to  hold  Cary  of 
the  King  by  the  fervice  of  finding  four  knights,  viz.  two  for  the  honour  of  Moreton, 
and  two  for  that  of  Cary.* 

To  him  fucceeded  Richard  Lovel  his  fon  and  heir,  who  15  Henry  III.  procured  a 
charter  of  free  warren  in  all  the  lands  belonging  to  his  honour.”  26  Henry  III.  he 
paid  a fine  of  fifteen  marks  to  be  excufed  attending  the  King  in  his  expedition  into 
Gafcony,  and  38''’’  of  the  fame  reign,  upon  colleftion  of  the  aid  for  making  the  King’s 
eldeft  fon  a knight,  anfwered  for  eleven  knights  fees  and  a half  of  the  fees  of  .Morton.'’ 
He  died  the  fame  year,  leaving  iffue 

Henry  Lovel  his  heir,  who  paid  one  hundred  pounds  for  his  relief,  and  had  livery  of 
his  lands.  He  died  47  Henry  III-,  being  then  feized  of  the  manor  of  Caftle-Cary, 
which  he  held  of  the  King  in  chief  for  a whole  barony,  by  the  fervice  of  finding  two 
foldiers  in  the  King’s  army  at  his  own  cofi:  for  forty  days.° 

Richard,  eldeft  fon  of  Henry,  fucceeded  in  the  manor  of  Caftle-Cary  i but  he  did  not 
long  furvive  his  father,  and  died  without  iffue,  whereupon 

Henry  Lovel  his  brother  came  to  the  inheritance  of  this  great  lordfliip,  and  died 
feized  thereof  before  1280.  His  children  were,  Hugh  Lord  Lovel,  and  a daughter 
named  Olivia,  married  to  John  Lord  Gournay,  fon  of  Anfelm  de  Gournay. 

Which  Hugh  Lord  Lovel  was  poffeffed  of  Cary  8 Edw.  I.  and  died  19  Edw.  L 
feized  of  the  fame  and  other  lands  in  this  county,’’  leaving  iftlie,  by  Eleanor  his  wife, 

Richard  Lovel,  the  third  .of  that  name,  Baron  of  Cary.  This  Richard  9 Edw.  Ill, 
obtained  tfne  cuftody  of  the  caftles  of  Corf  and  Purbeck.'’  He  was  afterwards  fummoned 

*‘Lib.  Nig.  i.  100.  ' Rot.- Pip.  i Joh.  **  Rot.  Pip.  9 Joh.  ’ Teft.  deNevil.  ^ Clauf.  15  Hen.  IIL 

» Rot.  Pip,  Hen.  III.  ® Efc.  47  Hen.  III.  p Efi:.  ? Rot.  Fin.  9 Edw.  III. 
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to  parliament  as  a baron  of  the  realm  in  the  iid,  23d,  and  24th  of  the  fame  reign/  and 
died  the  year  following  feized  of  this  manor.  He  married  Muriel  daughter  of  William 
the  firft  Earl  of  Douglas,  by  whon-Lhe  had  James  Lovel  his  heir,  and  two  daughters, 
Joan  and  Eleanor. 

James  Lovel,  only  fon  of  Richard,  died  in  his  father’s  life-time.  By  his  wife  Ifabel 
he  had  iflue  a fon,  Richard,  and  a daughter  of  the  name  of  Muriel. 

WEich  Richard  died  very  young,  his  grandfather  being  yet  living.  He  was  the  laft 
male  heir  of  this  houfe  for  deceafing  without  ifllie,  his  fifter  Muriel  became  foie  heir 
to  the  eftate  and  barony  of  Cary,  after  the  death  of  her  grandfather  Richard  Lovel, 
the  third  of  that  name,  and  laft  baron  thereof.  This  Muriel  was  at  that  time,  viz. 
25  Edw.  III.  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  then  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Lord  St.  Maur, 
whofe  pofterity  long  enjoyed  this  honour  and  eftate.  The  arms  of  Lovel  were.  Or, 
femee  of  crofs  crofslets,  a lion  rampant  azure. 

This  Nicholas  Lord  St.  Maur,  or  Seymour,  was^defcended  from  a family  quite 
diftindt  from  that  of  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  though  the  fame  name  was  common  to 
both,  and  both  branches  flourifhed  with  great  honour  and  profperity  in  this  county  for 
many  generations.  But  their  arms  were  always  different,  viz.  the  ancient  arms  of  the 
Seymours  Dukes  of  Somerfet  were,  A pair  of  wings  conjoined,  the  tips  downward; 
but  the  arms  of  St.  Maur  of  Caftle-Cary  were.  Argent^  two  chevrons  gules ^ a label  of 
three  points  vert. 

The  firft  fettlement  of  the  St.  Maurs  of  Caftle-Cary  was  at  Road  in  this  county, 
where  we  find  by  authentick  records  Laurence  de  Sto  Mauro  had  his  refidence  m the 
time  of  King  Edw.  I.  This  Laurence  died  in  the  25th  of  that  reign,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by 

Nicholas  de  Sto  Mauro  his  fon  and  heir,  thirty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father’s 
deceafe.  He  married  to  his  firft  wife  Eva  the  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  John  de 
Meyfey,  Lord  of  Meyfey-Hampton  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  by  whom  he  had  that 
manor,  and  others  in  different  counties.  To  his  fecond  wife  he  married  Helen,  eldeft 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Lord  Alan-Zouche  of  Afhby  in  Leicefterfhire.  9 Edw.  I. 
this  Nicholas  St.  Maur  had  a grant  from  the  King  of  the  manor  of  Poulton  in  Wilt- 
fliire,  and  4 Edw.  II.  obtained  a licence  to  fortify  his  manor-houfc  at  Eton-Meyfey  in 
the  county  of  Wilts,  where  he  himfelf  and  John  de  Meyfey  before  him  had  fometime 
refided.'  He  was  fummoned  to  Parliament  8 Edw.  II.  but  died  two  years  after,  leaving 

Thomas  his  fon  and  heir,  who  about  21  Edw.  III.  founded,  at  his  manor  of  Poulton 
abovementioned,  a Gilbertine  priory  to  the  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  annexed 
it  as  a cell  to  that  of  Sempringham  in  Lincolnfhire^  In  this  priory  the  founder  and 
many  of  his  family  were  interred,  and  their  m.onuments  were  depofited  under  arches  in 
the  walls  of  the  prelbytery.‘ 

Nicholas  the  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  St.  Maur  abovementioned,  and  heir  by  Muriel 
his  wife  to  the  barons  of  Caftle-Cary,  was  21  Edw.  III.  in  the  wars  of  France  of  the- 

' Clauf.  22,  23,  24  Edw.  III.  Pat,  4 Edw.  II.  ‘ Le}.  Itin.  ii.  49. 
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retinue  with  Maurice  de  Berkley;  and  again  33  Edw.  III.  of  the  retinue  with  Thomas 
- de  Holand.  He  was  fummoned  to  parliament  from  25  to  34  Edw.  III.  and  died  35 
Edward  III.  leaving  ilTue  two  fons,  Nicholas  and  Richard. 

Nicholas  the  eldeft  died  in  his  minority,  and  Richard  his  brother  became  heir  to  the 
eftates.  Which  Richard,  10  Ric,  II,  was  in  the  French  wars,  and  in  the  retinue  of 
Richard  Earl  of  Arundel,  admiral  of  England.  He  was  fummoned  to  parliament  from 
4 Ric.  II.  to  2 Hen.  IV.  when  he  died.  He  married  Ela  the  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Sir  John  St.  Lo,  by  whom  he  had  three  fojis,  Richard,  John,  and  Nicholas. 

Richard  the  eldeft  was  alfo  among  the  parliamentary  barons,  and  engaged,  as  his 
progenitors  had  been,  in  the  wars  of  France:  he  died  10  Hen.  IV.  By  Mary  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thomas  Peyner  he  had  ilTue  one  only  daughter  and  heir,  Alice,  who  was 
married  to  William  Lord  Zouche  of  Harringworth,  whereby  the  faid  L-ord  Zouche 
became  lord  of  this  manor  of  Caftle-Cary,  and  of  moft  of  the  other  great  manors  which 
belonged  to  the  St.  Maurs.  But  John,  a younger  brother  of  this  Richard  Lord  St. 
Maur,  kept  up  the  family  name  for  fome  generations. 

This  William  Lord  Zouche  was  defcended  from  Alan  Lord  Zouche  of  Afliby  in 
Leicefterfliire ; but  William  the  firft  of  that  name,  having  feated  himfelf  at  Harring- 
worth in  Northamptonfhire,  one  of  thofe  manors  which  came  into  the  family  by  his 
mother  Millicent,  one  of  the  fifters  and  heirs  of  George  Lord  Cantilupe,  baron  of 
Abergavenny,  he  afterwards  affumed  the  title  of  Harringworth.  This  William,  who 
married  the  heirefs  of  St.  Maur,  was  the  fourth  of  that  name,  and  died  3 Henry  V. 
feized  of  Caftle-Cary  and  many  other  manors,  leaving  William  his  fon  and  heir,  John, 
Margaret,  and  Elizabeth. 

Which  William,  2 Edw.  IV.  being  then  above  thirty  years  of  age,  and  bearing  the 
title  of  Lord  Zouche  and  St.  Maur,  having  performed  many  fignal  fervices  for  the  king, 
had  a Ipecial  livery  of  the  lands  of  his  inheritance.  He  died  8 Edw.  IV.  leaving  John 
his  fon  and  heir,  at  that  time  eight  years  of  age,  as  alfo  William  a younger  fon,  and 
two  daughters,  viz.  Elizabeth  and  Margaret. 

John  his  fon  and  heir  married  two  wives,  i.  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Capel, 
knt.  Lord-Mayor  of  London;  2.  Joan,  one  of  the  fifters  and  heirs  of  John  Lord 
Dynham,  by  both  of  whom  he  left  children  to  pofterity.  'But  unluckily  taking  part 
with  King  Richard  III.  and  being  found  with  him  in  arms  at  the  battle  of  Bofworth, 
he  was  attainted  in  parliament  i Henry  VII.  and  all  his  lands  were  confifcated  to  the 
crown.  The  caftle  and  manor  of  Cary  were  thereupon  granted  by  that  King  to  Robert 
Willoughby  Lord  Broke;  and  the  lands  at  Bridgwater,  with  North  and  South-Barrow, 
to  Giles  Lord  Daubeney,  and  then  he  was  reftored  in  blood.  The  Lords  Zouche  being 
thus  ftript  of  Caftle-Cary  and  other  great  manors,  lived  retired  at  Marfli  near  Brewton, 
which  Leland  calls  a goodly  manor  place,  but  ruinous  in  his  time. 

The  manor  of  Caftle-Cary,  with  other  lands,  were  afterwards  purchafed  by  Edward 
the  firft  Duke  of  Somerfet.  But  about  the  year  1672,  both  the  manor  and  eftate  being 
in  the  family  of  Bruce,  they  were  difpofed  of  in  parcels  to  William  Ettricke,  efq;  and 
Mr.  Player;  and  one  moiety  thereof  defcended  to  Mrs.  Ettricke  of  London,  who  left 
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it  by  wili  to  Mrs.  Powell,  who  bequeathed  it  to  the  ufe  of  certain  orphans,  and  of  them 
it  was  finally  purchafed  by  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  efq.  The  other  moiety,  purchafed  by 
Player,  defcended  to  Mr.  Bragg,  who  difpofed  of  it  to  the  father  of  the  late  Lord 
Holland,  and  Ire  to  Benjamin  Collins,  of  Salifbury,  efq.  This  part  of  the  eftate  was 
not  long  fince  fold  to  the  tenants  in  poffefiionj  but  the  manerial ‘rights  were  purchafed 
by  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  efqj  (now  Sir  R.  C.  Hoare,  bart.)  who  thus  became  poflefled 
of  the  whole  manor,  and  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  manor-lioufe  ftands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ftreet,  and  was,  as  appears  by  feveral 
fine  old  arches  and  other  remains,  a (lately  edifice;  but  great  part  of  it  has  lately  been 
demoliflred,  and  the  apartments  which  remain  are  converted  into  ftore-rooms.  At  the 
time  that  King  Charles  fled  from  Worcefter  to  Lyme-Regis  after  his  defeat,  he  flopt 
at  this  houfe,  which  was  then  inhabited  by  a Mr.  William  Kirton,  who  met  him  on  the 
road,  and  condudled  him  hither  in  difguife.  To  the  weft  of  the  houfe,  and  within 
twenty  feet  of  the  walls,  was  a large  piece  of  water,  of  nearly  two  acres,  now  almoft 
choaked  up  with  weeds  and  rubbifh,  but  ftill  retaining  the  name  of  Park-Pond. 

The  town  of  Caftle-Cary  conflfts  principally  of  three  ftreets,  one  of  which  is  near  a 
mile  in  length,  but  thinly  and  irregularly  built,  containing  one  hundred  and  forty-fix 
houfes.  Befides  thefe  there  are  three  hamlets,  viz. 

1.  Dummer,  one  mile  weft,  containing  four  houfes. 

2.  Clanvill,  one  mile  northweft,  eiglit  houfes.  ■ 

3.  CocKHiLL,  one  mile  fouthweft,  four  houfes. 

And  a fingle  houfe  called  Thorne.  The  whole  number  of  houfes  is  one  hundred  and 
fixty-three,  and  of  inhabitants  about  nine  hundred  and  fifty. 

This  town  has  a charter  for  holding  a market  onTuefdays,  but  it  has  been  long 
difcontinued,  except  that  markets  for  corn,  Iheep,  and  cattle,  are  occafionally  held  from 
Allhallow-tide  to  Eafter.  The  old  market-houfe  (built  in  1616)  is  now  converted 
into  dwelling-houfes.  There  are  three  fairs;  on  the  Tuefday  fe’nnight  before  Eafter, 
the  firft  of  May,  and  Whit-Tuefday,  for  cattle,  fheep,  and  pedlery  ware.  Many  of  the 
poor  are  employed  in  knitting  ftockings  for  fale. 

The  church  of  Caftle-Cary  was  anciently  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Bath,  and  in 
1292  was  valued  at  twenty  marlcs.“ 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  its  name,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the 
bifliop  of  the  diocefe.  The  Rev.  John  Taylor,  A.  M.  is  the  prefent  incumbenu 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fide  ailes, 
covered  with  lead.  Its  length  is  ninety-four  feet,  its  breadth  forty- two.  There  is  an 
embattled  tower  at  the^weft  end,  fifty  feet  high,  having  thereon  a fpire  thirty-fix  feet 
high  above  the  battlements,  and  containing  a clock  and  fix  bells.  This  ftrudlure  ftands 
on  a rifing  ground,  and  makes  a pretty  appearance.  It  retains  the  marks  of  Cromwell’s 
Tury,  which  entirely  demolifhed  the  organ,  and  defaced  many  of  its  ornaments. 

” Taxat.  Spiritual, 
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In  the  fouth  aile,  the  taolet  of  a very  elegant  mural  monument  of  different  kinds,  of 

marble  contains  the  following  infcription; In  memory  of  John  Rufs,  gent,  who 

died  Feb.  9,  1732,  aged  26.  Of  Margaret  his  wife,  who  died  July  30,  1758,  aged  56. 
And  of  Margaret  their  daughter,  who  died  Feb.  i,  1758,  aged  25:  whofe  mortal 
remains  are  depofited  in  the  middle  aile  of  this  church.  This  monument  was  ere6led 
by  Agnes  Cheeke  wndow,  filler  and  executrix  to  the  above-mentioned  Margaret  Rufs, 
A.  D.  1760.” Arms,  Azure,  a faltire  or.  between  four  crofs  croflets  fitche  arzent. 

On  the  fame  wall  there  is  a neat  monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed  as  follows: 

Near  this  place  lie  the  remains  of  Daniel  Collins,  gent,  who  died  the  13th  of  April 
1753,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age.  Early  in  life  he  retired  from  bufinefs  to  this  his  native 
air  to  obtain  health,  which  neither  his  own  experience,  nor  (kill  of  the  faculty,  could 
procure  him  in  London.  Here  he  paffed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  inoffenfive, 
friendly,  honeft,  always  feeking  the  peace  of  a juft  mind  by  an  humble  refignation  to  the 
Divine  will,  and  conflant  integrity  and  benevolence  to  his  neighbour.  His  difconfolate 
widow,  Magdalen  Collins,  has  placed  this  monument  as  a mark  of  her  fincere  regard  to 
his  memory,  with  whom  fhe  had  the  happinefs  to  live  upwards  of  forty  years  in  the 
greateft  concord  and  affedtion.” 

At  the  eafl  end  of  the  north  aile  is  a very  neat  mural  monument  of  white  and  yellow 

marble,  terminated  by  an  urn. “ In  the  centre  of  the  ifles  is  depofited  all  that  was 

mortal  of  Cary  Creed,  jun.  efq.  He  departed  this  life  Jan.  10,  in  the  year  of  Salvation 
1775,  aged  67.” 

In  the  fame  aile,  on  a marble  monument: Oppofite  hereto  in  the  middle  ifle 

lies  all  that  is  mortal  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Cary  Creed,  gent,  who  departed  this  life 
June  16,  A.  D.  1737,  in  the  48th  year  of  her  age.” 

On  the  floor: “ Underneath  are  depofited  the  remains  of  John  Creed,  yicar  of 

this  parifh  fifty  years,  interred  29  Dec.  1740.  Of  Ann  his  wife,  31  July  1740.  Of 
Elizabeth  their  daughter,  aged  22.  Of  Elizabeth  wife  of  Cary  Creed,  gent.  16  June 
i737j  ^ged  48.  Of  Cary  Creed,  efq;  their  fon,  18  Jan.  1775,  aged  67.  Alfo  of  the 
faid  Cary  Creed,  gent.  21  April  1775;  aged  88.” 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  James  Napper,  gent,  who  died  Feb.  1 5th,  A.  D.  1658.” 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Anthony  Abarough,  gent,  who  deceafed  the  2ifl;  day  of 
April,  1637.” With  feveral  others  of  that  family. 

On  a black  frame  at  the  eafl;  end  of  the  fouth  aile  the  following  charities  are  recorded: 

. “ Gifts  to  this  church  and  parifh. 

John  Francis,  gent,  gave  the  interefl;  of  two  pounds  to  this  church  for  ever;  and 
the  interefl  of  ten  pounds  to  the  poor  at  Eafler  for  ever. 

David  Lewellin,  gent,  gave  the  interefl  of  ten  pounds  to  the  poor  at  Eafler  for  ever. 

“ The  aforefaid  principal  fums  of  ten  pounds  each  were  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
Gibfon’s  houfe,  and  the  parifli  flock  is  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  faid  interefl. 

John  Rufs,  gent,  gave  the  interefl  of  ten  pounds  to  the  poor  in  bread,  on  All- 
Saints  day  for  ever. 
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John  Lewis,  gent,  gave  twelve  Ihillings  In  bread  to  the  poor  on  Good-Friday  for 
ever,  and  charged  his  houfes  in  Cary  with  the  payment. 

‘‘  Richard  Cozens,  gent,  gave  the  intereft  of  ten  pounds  to  the  poor  on  the  25th 
of  March  for  ever. 

**  Edward  Rufs,  gent,  gave  ten  fhillings  yearly  to  the  parfon,  vicar,  or  curate  of  this 
parilh,  to  preach  a charity  fermon  the  Sunday  after  the  6th  of  Auguft  for  ever;  and 
20s.  in  bread  to  the  poor  for  ever,  to  be  diftributed  by  the  churchwardens  the  fame  day 
after  the  faid  fermon j and  left  a ground  called  Guy’s-Clofe,  in  theparifh  of  Almsford, 
charged  with  the  payments  thereof. 

“ Mrs.  Eleanor  Boucher  gave  one  large  damafk  communion  cloth  and  napkin. 

**  William  Swallow  gave  the  gates  of  the  church  porch.  ** 

“ Cary  Creed,  gent,  gave  forty  pounds  a year  for  ever  to  the  fecond  poor  of  this 
parilh,  to  be  diftributed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  on  St.  Thomas’s-Day. 
And  left  William  Pew  and  John  Tidcomb  his  manor  of  Lovington,  and  eftates  in 
Caftle-Cary  and  Almsford,  chargeable  with  the  payment  thereof.” 


ALFORD. 

A Small  parilli  lying  two  miles  weft  from  Caftle-Cary,  and  in  the  turnpike-road 
leading  from  that  town  to  Ivelchefter,  in  a low,  flat,  and  woody  fituation.  It 
contains  twenty  houfes,  feven  of  which  are  farms,  the  reft  cottages. 

It  is  only  memorable  for  a mineral  fpring,  lituated  about  three  quarters  of  a mile 
from  the  church,  at  a farm-houfe  called  Alford  Well,  and  inclofed  within  a Ihed  locked 
up. ' It  is  now  quite  negleded,  although  formerly  it  had  fuch  repute  for  its  medicinal 
virtues,  being  ufed  with  fuccefs  in  cafes  of  the  fcurvy,  jaundice,  and  obftrudtions,  that 
it  was  fought  after  from  very  diftant  parts.. 

We  meet  with  this  place  in  Domefday  Book,  under  the  title  of  Aldedeford,  as  the 
property  of  Earl  Morton : 

“ Anfger  holds  of  the  earl  Aldedeford.  Godric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one 
“ carucate,  and  three  fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  four  bordars,  and  four  cottagers, 
“ with  two  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  feven  Ihillings  rent,  and  fifty  acres  of  meadow, 
“ and  from  the  villanes  eight  blomes  of  iron.  It  was  worth  one  hundred  fhillings, 
“ now  four  pounds.’” 

The  Fitzpaines  had  this  manor  in  later  days,  and  it  now  belongs  to  John  Willes,  efqj 
who  is  alfo  patron  of  the  living. 
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It  is  a reftoiy  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  valued  in  1292  at  lOOs.'*  The  Rev.  John 
Phillips  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  confifts  of  a nave  leaded,  and  chancel  and 
tower  tiled,  the  latter  containing  three  bells. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a monument  of  ftone: In  memory  of 

Mercy  the  wife  of  Walter  Harvey  of  this  parilh,  gent,  who  died  Dec.  22,  1734, 

setat.  63.” Arms;  On  a bend  argent^  three  trefoils  flipped,  wr/,  impaling  a chevron 

fable  between  three  boars  heads 

There  is  a benefaftion  of  ten  pounds  given  by  Mr.  Francis  to  the  fecond  poor,  and 
another  of  twenty  pounds  for  the  fame  ufe  by  Mr.  Gregory. 

•>  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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Half  a mile  northward  from  Caftle-Cary  lies  Almsford,  corruptly  called  Ansford, 
a fmall  parifli  confifting  of  about  thirty  houfes,  part  of  which  ftand  near  the 
church,  and  the  reft  near  the  turnpike-road  between  Shepton-Mallet  and  Sherborne. 
The  fituation  is  pleafant,  being  in  a very  fruitful  country,  well  wooded  and  finely  di- 
verfified  with  hill  and  valley.  The  profpedt  weftward  is  terminated  by  Blackdown  and 
the  Quantock  hills,  at  the  diftance  of  about  thirty  miles. 

This  manor 'was  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  and  ever  after,  (as  far  as  we  can  learn) 
held  by  the  lords  of  Caftle-Cary,  with  which  at  this  day  it  compofes  one  tithing.  It  is 
called  in  Domefday-Book,  probably  from  fome  very  ancient  pofleflTor  before  the 
Conqueft,  Almmdesford: 

" Uluric  holds  of  Walter  [de  Dowai]  Almundesford.  Chetel  held  it  in  the  time 
of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne 
are  two  carucates,  and  three  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with  five 
“ ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  feven  ftiillings  and  fixpence  rent,  and  twenty  acres  of 
**  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  pafture.  A wood  four  furlongs  long,  and  one  and  a 
half  broad.  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  four  pounds,  now  three  pounds.”* 


Almsfordy  Hadfpen^  and  Honeywick^  have  always  been  members  of  the  manor  of 
Caftle-Cary,  and  the  fame  records  which  refer  to  the  one  are  applicable  to  the  others. 

The  living  is  a redloiy  in  the  deanery  of  Cary.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Woodfo'rd  is  the 
patron  and  incumbent.  In  the  taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas  it  is  rated  at  fix  marks.'’ 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  is  a fmall  but  very  neat  ftrudture  of  one  pace, 
with  a tower  and  three  bells. 
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Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a neat  monument  of  white  marble  with  this 

infcription: H.  S.  E.  Samuel  Woodforde,  A.  M.  ecclefias  de  Caftle-Cary 

vicarius,  hvijus  item  parochias  annos  magis  quinquaginta  refcor  indefeflus,  et  honora- 
tiflimo  comiti  de  Tankerville  a facris  domefticus.  Vir  erat  antiquis  moribus,  virtute, 
fide,  pauperibus  erogator  largus  j pater  prudens  acprovidus;  amicus  certus,  cordatus, 

fidus. Eodem  tumulo  quiefcunt  cineres  uxoris  amatse,  seque  ac  amatiflim^,  Janae 

Woodforde,  quae  per  quadi-aginta  fere  annos  in  domefticis  vitae  muneribuss  obeundis, 
plurimis  antecellere,  nulli  forfan  fecunda  videbatur.  Amabiles  in  vita,  nec  in  mortc 


divifi  funt. 


Valete  fuaves  animae,  fed  non  aeternum! 
Filii  maerentes  pofuerunt.” 


In  the  floor: “ Here  lieth  the  body  of  Thomas  Cary,  gent,  who  died  Dec.  4, 

1704,  aged  61.  And  William  his  fon,  gent.  >yho  died  Jan.  4,  1705.  And  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  who  died  May  7,  1712,  aged  79.”. 


B A B C A R Y. 


The  river  Cary,  rifing  at  Caftle-Cary,  runs  through,  and  gives  its  appellation  to 
this  place,  to  Little-Cary,  or  Cary-Fitzpaine,  a hamlet  in  the  parifh  of  Weft- 
Charlton,  and  to  Lites-Cary,  from  whence  it  pafles  under  Cary-Bridge  near  Somerton, 
to  Borough-bridge,  and  there  falls  into  the  Parret. 

This  parifli  lies  about  five  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Ivelchefter,  and  feven  foutheaft  fi-om 
Somerton,  the  turnpike-road  from  Wincanton  to  that  town  pafling  through  it.  Weft- 
ward  runs  the  Fols  in  a ftrait  diredlion  to  the  ancient  Roman  city  of  Ivelchefter. 

In  the  time  of  King  William  the  Conqueror,  we  read  that  this  place  belonged  to  one 
of  the  name  of  Hunfridus  or  Humphry : 

Humphry  holds  Babecari.  Bruno  held  it  freely  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
“ gelded  for  two  hides  and  a half.  The  arable  is  three  carucates;  but  in  demefne  are 
“ two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  fix  villanes,  and  three  cottagers,  with  three 
“ ploughs.  There  are  fourteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  eight  acres  of  pafture.  It 
was  formerly  worth  forty  flnillings,  now  fifty  fhillings.  This  is  added  to  the  lands 
“ of  Briflric.”^ 

This  manor  was  very  anciently  held  of  the  Barons  Beauchamp  of  Hatch,  by  the 
family  of  D’Erleigh,  or  de  Erlega,  lords  of  Durfton,  Beckington,  Michael’s-church, 
and  Noi  th-Petherton.’’  Itpafted  from  them  to  the  Seymours,  the  Bampfyldes,  and  the 
Stawels,  and  is  now'  the  property  of  Lord  Stawel. 


o 


r 


* Lib,  Domefday. 


* See  the  account  of  thofe  manors. 


There 


Catal!),] 


B A B C A R Y. 


6i 


r<‘ 


There  are  two  hamlets,  Stert,  and  Barringdon.  The  former  contains  three 
houfes,  the  latter  eleven.  34  Hen.  VI.  John  Gilbert,  merchant,  held  jointly  with 
Chriftiana  his  wife  the  manor  of  Stert  in  the  parifh  of  Babcary  in  focage,  leaving 
Willh.m  their  fon  and  heir."  In  the  time  of  Henry  Vllh  it  was  held  under  the  name 
of  Gilbert.* **  The  vill  of  Farringdon  has  been  written  different  ways;  but  its  moft 
ancient  term  is  Fodindonei  as  we  find  it  in  the  Norman  furvey: 

Flugh  holds  Fodindone.  Alward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded 
for  two  hides,  and  one  virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  three  carucates,  and  in  all  O 

there  are  two  villanes,  and  one  cottager,  and  fix  fervants,  and  fourteen  acres  of 
meadow.  It  was  formerly  worth  thirty  fhillings,  now  forty  Ihillings.”" 

Another  parcel  of  land  of  this  name,  is  thus  furveyed : 

**  Schelin  holds  Fodindone.  Bricftoward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
gelded  for  one  hide,  and  one  virgate  and  a half  of  land.  The  arable  is  two  carucates, 
and  there  are  on  it  one  fervant,  and  one  cottager.  Thei  e are  fix  acres  of  meadow., 

It  was  and  is  now  worth  twenty  fhillings.”^ 

It  afterwards  waspofiTeffed  by  the  fucceffive  lords  of  Babcary.  There'were  chapels 
at  both  the  hamlets  of  Stert  and  Babcary,  which  have  long  been  iru  ruins. 

The  hofpital  of  St.  John  at  Wells  had  lands  in  Babcary  fo  early  as  the  reign  of 
Edw.  I.^  The  manor  of  Babcary  was  held  of  the  abbey  of  Athelney.^ 

This  parifh  contains  fifty-two  houfes  and  about  three  hundred  inhabitants. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  in  the  patronage  of  Lord  Stawel; 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Cheefe  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  In  1292,  it  was  valued  at  twenty 
marks,’  and  the  prior  of  Brewton  received  twenty  fhillings  yearly  out  of  it,’’ 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy-Crofs,  and  confifts  of  one  aile,  and  a flrong 
embattled  tower,  containing  five  bells.  ^ 

On  a ftone  in  the  v/all  over  the  communion  table  is  tliis  infcription: Under 

lyeth  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Colmer,  redor,  and  daughter  of  A.  Clare,  of 
**  Beamifler  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  M.  A.  who  died  July  6,  1685.  Attatis  fuse  42.” 

On  a mural  monument  of  black  ftone: ‘‘  H.S.E.  Bridget  Colmer,  uxor  Rev**’ 

viri  Jonathan  Colmer  hujus  parochi^  redorisj  mulier  ob  vits  integritatem  honefte 
confpicua,  Chriftianse  religionis  cultrix  fidelis,  abundans  charitatis  fine  dolo,  pietatis 
haud  equidem  perixigua  fautrix,  pudicitias  amatrix  veraj  conjux  charilfima,  pien- 
tiffima  mater;  omnibus  amabilis,  omnibus  flebilis.  In  coelum  migravit  tertio  die 
Maij,  an.  tetat.  58,  Dom.  1724.  ^Nefcis  qua  hora — vigila.”  Arms:  three  crefcents 
between  nine  billets,  impaling,  a ermine  between  three  rofes. 

* Efc.  34  Hen.  VI.  ^ Terrar.  Sydenham  MS.  ' Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Ibid. 

£ Plac.  in  Com.  Somerf.  8 Ed.  I.  Alfis.  Rot.  45.  d.  Regift.  Abbat  de  Athelney. 

* Taxac.  Spiritual,  ^ Taxat.  Temporrd. 
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« Near  this  place  lies  the  body  of  Edward  Colmer,  re61:or  of  Bridport,  who  died 
March  12,  1766,  aged  73.  Memento  mori.” 

Near  this  place  lies  the  body  of  Ann  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  Colmer,  who 
died  June  24,  1770.  Aged  80.” 


In  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel; “ In  memory 

He  died  July  6,  1721 ; aged  26.” 

of  the  Rev. 

. William  Stone. 

On  a table  of  benefadions: 

s. 

d. 

“ In  1669,  Cheek  - - - 

- 5 

0 

0 

1710,  Richard  Cooper  - - 

- I 

1 

0 

1728,  Rev.  John  Colmer,  redor 

- 3 

0 

0 charged  on  an 

cftate  called  WellEe’s.  The  intereft  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  fecond  poor.” 

Amias  Hext,  B.  D.  redor  of  this  place,  was  one  of  the  fufferers  in  the  great  rebel- 
lion of  the  laft  century. 


BARROW-NORTH. 

A Small  parifh  fituated  on  rifing  ground,  nine  miles  northeaft  from  Ilchefter,  and 
containing  about  twenty  houfes,  which  form  an  irregular  ftreet  near  the  church. 
From  the  church-yard  there  is  a fine  view  acrofs  a rich  woody  vale  to  the  hills  about 
South-Cadbury  and  Corton-D inham,  and  to  the  north  and  northweft  along  the  fouth- 
caft  declivity  of  Mendip-hills,  and  eaftwardto  Creech-hill  and  the  adjacent  country. 

The  manors  of  North  and  South-Barrow  are  not  diftindly  noticed  in  the  Norman 
record,  having  been  comprized  within  the  great  manor  of  Caftle-Caryj  by  the  fucceflive 
lords  of  which,  the  Lovels,  St.  Maurs,  and  the  Zouches,  they  were  held  ’till  the 
attainder  of  John  Lord  Zouche,  i Henry  VII.  when  they  were  granted  to  Giles  Lord 
Daubeny  for  life;  the  reverfion  to  the  heirs  of  the  faid  Lord  Zouche.  In  this  name  we 
find  thefe  manors  held  fome  years  afterwards ; for  in  a terrier  of  lands  in  this  county,  it 
appears  that  5 Edw.  VI.  Richard  Zouche  was  poflelTed  of  North-Barrow,  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  church;  and  that  he  the  fame  year  levied  a fine  of  lands  in  South- 
Barrow.*  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  Charles  Zouche  had  a moiety  of  the  manor; 
but  it  was  afterwards  alienated  and  became  the  property  of  the  family  of  Portman, 
and  the  pwrefent  lord  both  of  North  and  South-Barrow  is  Henry  Vv^iUiam  Portman,  of 
Brianftone  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq. 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Ivelchefter  29th  Od.  31  Henry  VIIL  it  is  fet  forth  that 
John  Abarough  died  28th  Sept.  30  Hen.  VIII.  feized  of  a capital  melTuage  in  North- 
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Barrow,  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  arable  land,  forty  acres  of  meadow,  tv'-elve 
of  pafture,  and  two  of  wood,  which  he  held  of  the  manor  of  Caftle-Cary.*’  This  family 
had  their  names  from  the  place,  and  flourifiied  in  thefe  parts  for  many  generations. 
John  Abarough,  of  North-Barrow,  married  Margery  daughter  of  William  Gregory, 
and  had  iflue  John  Abarough  of  Ditchet,  who  married  Ifabel  daughter  of  Ralph 
Hannam,  of  Evercrich,  efq;  by  whom  he  was  father  of  Anthony  his  heir,  and  Hercules 
Abarough,  and  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Agnes.*^  Their  principal  place  was  at 
Ditchet;  but  they  had  many  other  eftates  in  Somerfet  and  Dorfet.  They  bore  for  their 
arms,  SaUe,  two  fwords  in  faltire  argent^  between  four  fleurs  de  lis  j a bordure  ennine. 
Creft,  a ferret  argent^  collared  or,  lined  azure. 

The  benefice  of  North-Barrow  is  redlorial  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  in  the  patro- 
nage of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Butler  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  Hands  on  an  eminence,  and  is  fifty-fix  feet  in  length,  and  fourteen  in 
breadth,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  porch  tiled.  A quadrangular  tower  at  the 
weft  end,  fifty  feet  in  height,  contains  four  bells.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas.  The 
only  infcription  is  on  a mural  monument  of  black  ftone  to  the  memory  of  Thomas 
Wake,  who  died  Feb.  26,  1770. 

There  was  a chantry  in  the  church  of  North-Barrow,  the  laft  incumbents  of  which 
were  Thomas  Crybbe,  and  John  Gent,  the  former  of  whom  received  in  1553  a penfion 
of  3I.  5s.  id.  the  latter  a penfion  of  il.  6s.‘' 

Inq.  poll  mort.  Johis,  Abarough,  31  Hen.  VIIL  ' Cook’s  Vifxtation  of  Somerfetlhire. 

Willis’s  Hift.  of  Abbies,  ii.  p.  202, 


BARROW-SOUTIJ. 

SOUTHWARD  from  the  laft-mentioned  parilh,  and  fo  denominated  from  its^ 
fituation,  is  South-Barrow,  a fmall  parifh,  containing  about  the  fame  number  of 
houfes  as  the  other  Barrow.  It  lies  in  a woody  country,  not  much  diverfified  with 
furface,  but  has  a pleafmg  view  of  the  hills  near  Cadbury  and  Corton,  and  a fine 
opening  towards  the  north  and  weft.  The  lands  are  moftly  pafture,  being  cold  and 
heavy;  the  arable  lefs  adapted  to  fummer  corn,  but  produces  good  beans  and  wheat. 

The  manor,  as  nas  been  before  obferved,  has  gone  conjointly  with  North-Barrow 
and  Caftle-Cary. 

The  church  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  in  the  fame  patronage  with 
North-Barrow;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  No  mention  is  made 
of  either  of  thefe  benefices  in  Pope  Nicholas’s  taxation. 

The 
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The  church  is  a-  fmall  ftrudture  of  one  pace,  fixty  feet  long  and  fourteen  wide,  and 
contains  nothing  remarkable,  nor  any  memorial,  except  the  following  old  acroftick  on 
a brafs  plate  in  the  floor: 

E eanc  anti  tiefiotnlDc  mg  prefent  IJatc,  tDljicp  ipotoetl)  p'  fatail  tome : 

31  (loot  as  poto,  ant  poti  as  31  to  tiifl  QiaU  tljortlp  come* 

C as  of  tljecfore  tpis  toretepet  Itotloe,  pis  plcafant  taites  tefie, 

\t)  is  flottecs  are  cutt  ant  toitperet,  in  tpe  tloinfeUngc  of  an  eie* 

■ a nt  topen  \m  tie,  moft  ceitainlp,  toitp  iopes  or  entles  paine 
E etoartet  of  a treatfull  3(»tge,  our  fouls  Qiall  fiill  remaine* 

D eatp  is  tpe  tongeon  of  our  finnes,  3ftufalem  aPote 

<B  afe,  comfort,  glorp,  patp  for  tpofe,  topom  ^^ot  totp  terelp  lote*  ■ 

019  p fotole  tperfore  in  totp  lucake,  tefiret  tpee  to  embrace, 

£D  jratper  tere,  ant  nolo  Ipe  lites  before  tbp  tbrone  of  grace* 

E efufe  31  tit  this  toorlte  alite,  ant  nott  in  clott  of  clape 
31  leathbis  piecept  to  mp  frents,  ttbicb  pet  in  eartb  to  aaie,* 

C are  for  tbe  iopes  celefiiall,  ttbicb  cannot  fint  tbeir  peeres 
e ter  faie  in  part,  tpis  life  Ipall  lafle,  alas,  but  ttjentp  peeres*" 


BARTON-DAVID, 

^ C!  ^ called  from  the  dedication  of  its  church,  is  a fmall  parilli  five  miles  eaft  from 

j ^ Cj  Somerton,  and  feven  foutheaft  from  GlafEonbury.  It  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  ' 
the  river  Brew,  which  divides  it  from  Baltonfbuiy,  in  a low  but  fruitful  country,  well 
wooded  with  fine  large  elm  trees,  and  fufficiently  watered. 

The  number  of  houfes  is  about  forty,  many  of  them  very  neat  dwellings,  and  of 
^ inhabitants  nearly  two  hundred  and  twenty. 

This  parifli  furniflies  few  fubjedts  either  in  antiquity  or  in  natural  hiftory,  that  merit 
■particular  remark.  At  the  time  of  the  Conquefl:  it  belonged  to  Roger  de  Curcelle,  of 
whom  it  was  held  by  one  Norman: 

Norman  holds  of  Roger  Bertone.  Aleftan  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  one  hide  and  a half.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
one  carucate,  and  two  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with  one  plough.  There  is  a mill 
of  five  Ihillings  rent,  and  twenty-four  acres  of  meadow,  and  as  many  of  pafture.  It 
was  worth  forty  fhillings,  now  thirty  Ihillings.”* 


Lib.  Domefday. 
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This  ma’nor  was  fometime  held  of  the  abbey  of  Glaftonbuiy  by  the  family  of  Appul- 
ton,  many  of  whofe  efliates  defcended  by  a coheirefs  to  that  of  Pyne.  It  now  belongs 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wightwick  in  right  of  his  wife,  late  Mrs.  Keate  of  Somerton. 

The  living  is  a reftory.in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  was  valued  in  1292  at  fixteen 
marks.'’  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fofter  is  patron  and  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  David,  is  a fmall  Gothick  building  fixty-three 
feet  in  length,  and  feventeen  in  breadth,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fmall  aile, 
covered  with  tiles.  At  the  weft  end  there  ftands  an  odtangular  tower  forty-five  feet 
high,  containing  four  bells.  \ 

The  north  door-way  is  compofed  of  a fine  arch  of  Saxon  workmanftiip. 


In  the  church-yard  is  a tomb  to  the  memory  of  the  Bufti  family,  and  an  ancfient 
ftone  crofs,  / 
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This  is  a confiderable  parifh,  five  miles  weft  from  Wincanton,  and  deven  fouth 
from  Shepton-Malet,  fituated  on  an  eminence  in  a country  well  wooded  and 
watered,  and  in  good  cultivation.  A ftream  rifing  under  Y.arlington-hill  runs  through 
this  parifti,  under  a ftone  bridge  in  the  hamlet  of  Brook-Lavington^  and  another  called 
Weft-Bridge,  and  turns  a grift  mill  in  the  hamlet  of  Galhampton.  Another  ftrearri 
rifing  at  Blackford  joins  thfe  above  river  near  South-Cadbury,  after  turning  two  mills, 
and  runs  under  a ftone  bridge  of  two  arches  in  its  way  through  Sparkford  to  the  Ivel. 
Befides  the  above-mentioned  hamlets,  there  are  two  others  in  this  parifh  of  the  names 
of  North-^own  and  Woodfion. 

In  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  the  manor  of  Cadbury,  then  w'ritten  Cadeherie^ 
was  held  by  Turftin  Fitz-Rolf^  a Norman,  who  feems  to  have  refided  here  on  his  own 
demefne.  The  record  fays, 

“ Turftin  himfelf  holds  Cadeberie.  Alwold  held  it  in  the  time  of  king  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  twelve  hides..  The  arable  is  twelve  carucates.  In  demefne  are  three 
carucates,  and  fix  fervants,  and  fixteen  villanes,  and  twenty  cottagers  with  eight 
ploughs,  and  one  fwineherd  pays  twelve  pigs  per  annum.  There  are  two  mills  of 
twenty^-two  fhillings  rent,  and  fifty  acres  of  meadow,  and  feventy  acres  of  pafture. 
A wood  four  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  was  worth  twenty  pounds, 
now  twelve  poundsi-”“ 

A great  fink  in  value: — but  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  part  of  the  county,  was 
much  harafled  by  the  incurfions  of  the  Danes,  and  the  lands  greatly  impoveriftied  by 
' “ Lib.  Domefday. 
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the  ravages  of  war.  In  a few  yeai's  after  the  Conqueft,  this  manor  and  that  of  Maperton 
became  part  of  the  barony  of  the  lords  Newmarch,  who  came  over  into  England  amongft 
the  other  followers  of  William  duke  of  Normandy.  12  Hen.  II.  Henry  de  Novo 
Mercato  accounted  for  the  knight’s  fees  which  he  held;  and  amongft  the  tenants  are 
fet  down  Geffery  de  Galehampton,  and  William  de  Cadeberi,  both  perfons  of  this 
place,  but  now  known  only  by  their  names.'’  He  was  fucceeded  in  this  lordlhip  by 
James  de  Newmarch  his  brother  and  heir,  who  6 Joh.  gave  two  hundred  marks  for 
livery  of  his  lands.  He  died,  17  Joh.  leaving  iffue  two  daughters,  his  heirs,  viz.  Ifabel 
married  to  Ralph  Ruflell,  and  Hawife  married  firft  to  John  de  Botreaux,  and  after- 
wards to  Nicholas  de  Mohs  or  Moels. 

This  Nicholas  de  Moels  was  a great  perfon  in  the  court  of  Henry  III.  in  whofe 
reign  he  ferved  the  feveral  offices  of  ambaffador,  ffieriff  for  divers  counties,  governor  of 
the  iflands  of  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  Sark,  and  Aureney,  and  governor  of  the  caftles  of 
Rochefter,  Canterbury,  Shirborne,  Corf,  Carmarthen,  and  Cardigan. 

To  this  Nicholas  fucceeded  Roger  his  fon  and  heir,  who  5 Edw.  I.  ferved  in  the 
wars  againft  the  Welffi,  and  6 Edw.  I.  was  appointed  to  the  government  of  the  caftle 
of  Llanbadarn-Vawr  in  the  county  of  Cardigan.  He  married  Alice,  the  daughter  and 
heir  of  William  de  Preux,  and  died  23  Edw.  I.  feized  of  this  manor,  and  the  manors 
of  Maperton  and  Halton,  leaving  John  his  fon  and  heir  twenty-fix  years  of  age." 

Which  John  de  Moels  m.arried  the  daughter  of  Lord  Grey  of  Ruthyn,  and  was  one 
of  the  barons  that  fat  in  the  parliaments  of  Edw.  I.  He  died  3 Edw.  II.  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded in  this  manor  by  Nicholas  de  Moels  his  fon  and  heir,  twenty  years  of  age. 

This  Nicholas  de  Moels,  4 Edw.  II.  was  in  the  Scottiffi  wars,  and  5 and  9 Edw.  II. 
had  his  fummons  to  parliament,  but  died  the  laft-mentioned  year.  He  married  Mar- 
garet daughter  of  Sir  Hugh  Courtney,  knt.  who  after  his  death  had  for  her  dowry  an 
affignation  of  this  manor.  She  died  23  Edw.  III.  leaving  Muriel  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Courtney,  and  Ifabel  the  wife  of  Sir  William  de  Botreaux,  her  coufins  and  heirs. 

The  manor  of  Cadbury  came  in  the  partition  to  Ifabel  the  wife  of  Botreaux,  who 
23  Edw.  III.  had  livery  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance.  This  William  de  Botreaux 
was  a knight,  and  defcended  from  a very  ancient  family  in  Hampfhire.  6 Steph. 
Gefferey  Boterell,  brother  to  Alan'  Earl  of  Richmond,  diftinguiffied  hirafelf  for  his 
valour  againft  the  forces  of  Maud  the  Emprefs,  then  befieging  the  caftle  of  Winchefter. 
After  him  came  Hamon,  William,  William  the  fecond,  Reginald,  William  the  third, 
and  the  abovenam.ed  William,  who  married  the  heirefs  of  Moels.  He  died  33  Edw.  III. 
leaving  another  William  his  fon  and  heir,  who  the  fame  year  had  livery  of  the  lands. 

Which  William  de  Botreaux,  who  was  alfo  a baron,  8 Ric.  II.  entailed  this  his  manor 
cf  North-Cadbui-y  with  other  lands  upon  himfelf  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  daughter 
of  Sir  Ralph  Daubeney,  knt.  with  remainder. to  William  his  fon,  and  the  heirs  male  of 
his  bodyj  and,  for  want  of  iffue  male,  to  Thomas,  Ralph,  and  John,  his  younger  fons, 
fucceffively.  He  died  1 5 Ric.  II.  and  William  his  eldeft  fon,  furviying  him,  inherited 


^ Lib.  nig,  Scac.  Gbuefeire,  169,  170. 


‘ Efc. 


this 


CataO;.]  cadbury-north.  67 

this  manor.  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  the  above-mentioned  Lord  William  Botreaux, 
and  daughter  of  Sir  Ralph  Daubeney,  rebuilt  the  parifh  church  of  North- Cadbury, 
and  in  1427  procured  a licence  from  King  Henry  VI.  to  eredl  and  transfer  the  faid 
foundation  into  a collegiate  church,  and  to  eftablifn  therein  a perpetual  college  of  feven 
chaplains,  one  of  them  to  prefi.de  and  have  the  government  thereof^  and  to  be 
called  the  reftor  of  the  college  of  Saint  Michael  the  archangel  of  North-Cadbury, 
and  four  clerks  to  pray  for  the  good  eftate  of  the  King,  as  alfo  for  the  good  eftate 
of  her  the  faid  Elizabeth,  and  of  Sir  William  Botreaux  the  younger,  knt.'*  She 
died  II  Hen.  VI.  and  the  faid  William,  afterwards  Lord  Botreaux,  fucceeded  to  the 
family  eftates. 

Which  William,  by  his  deed  bearing  date  23  Sept.  37  Hen.  VI.  gave, his  manor  of 
Yeovilton  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bath,  to  the  end  that  they  fliould  caufe  a mafs  to 
be  celebrated  daily  in  their  church  for  the  good  eftate  of  the  King  and  Queen,  and 
Edward  Prince  of  Wales,  as  alfo  for  him  the  faid  William  and  Elizabeth  then  his  wife; 
diredting  alfo,  that  three  days  before  Eafter  (when  mafs  ftiould  not  be  faid)  the  fum  of 
fixpence  ftiould  be  diftributed  to  the  poor  of  Bath  in  bread,  in  fuch  portions  as  that 
each  poor  man  might  have  the  value  of  a farthing.®  He  died  2 Edw.  IV.  having 
ordered  by  his  will  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  North-Cadbury.  This 
William  was  the  laft  Lord  Botreaux,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  John 
Lord  Beaumont,  one  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret  the  wife  of  Sir  Robert  Hun- 
gerford,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Walter  Hungerford,  knight,*^  defcended  from  the  barons 
Hungerford,  of  Farley  Caftle,  and  of  Heytelbury.  This  Robert  left  ififue  by  the 
faid  Margaret, 

Thomas  Lord  Hungerford,  who  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  was  beheaded  for  being 
in  arms  to  reftore  King  Henry  VI.;  but  the  attainder  being  reverfed  in  parliament 
I Henry  VII.  Mary  his  foie  daughter  and  heirefs  became  entitled  to  the  eftates,  which 
being  immenfe  in  this  and  other  counties  of  England,  flae  carried  together  with  the  titles 
by  marriage  to  Edward  Lord  Haftings,  father  of  George  the  firft  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
of  that  furname.  He  died  March  24,  36  Hen.  VIII.  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Francis,  as  fecond  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  bore  the  titles  of  Hungerford,  Botreaux, 
Moulins,  and  Moels;  and  dying  June  23,  1561,  was  interred  in  the  parifti  church  of 
Afliby  de  la  Zouch,  in  the  county  of  Leicefter.  By  Catherine  his  wife,  eldeft  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Henry  Pole  Lord  Montacute,  he  was  father  of  feveral  children,  of  whom 
Sir  Francis  was  of  North-Cadbury,  and  knight  in  feveral  parliaments  for  this  county. 
He  was  author  of  feveral  pieces,  and  a benefadtor  to  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge. 
He  married  Magdalen,  widow  of  Sir  George  Vernon,  knt.  and  dying  Sept.  26,  1610,  was 
buried  in  the  parifti  church,  as  was  alfo  his  lady  who  died  fome  years  before  him.  This 
Sir  Francis  Haftings,  having  no  children,  fold  the  eftate  of  both  Cadburys  to  Richard 
Newman,  efq;  who  was  high-fteward  of  Weftminfter,  and  was  imprifoned  by  Oliyer 
Cromwell  for  his  attachment  to  King  Charles  the  firft,  whom  he  attended  in  his  troubles 
and  fupplied  with  large  fums  of  money;  in  confideration  of  which  fervices.  King  Charles 
the  fecond  granted  the  family  an  augmentation  of  their  arms,  viz.  Gules,  a portcullis 

* Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen.  ® Dugdale’s  Baronage,  i.  630.  Ibid. 

K 2 crowned 


68 


CADBURY-NORTH.  ■ [Catallj* 


crowned  or.  "From  this  Richard  defcended  Sir  Richard  and  Sir  Samuel  Newman,  of 
Fifehide  in  Dorfetfhire,  where  many  of  his  family  lie  buried.  The  lineal  defcendant 
and  prefent  reprefentative  of  this  ancient  family  is  Francis  Newman,  efq;  who  is  lord 
of  both  the  manors  of  North  and  South-Cadbury. 

The  manor-houfe  ftands  near  the  church,  and  is  ailarge  handfome  building,  erefted, 
as  appears  by  a date  over  one  of  the  doors  in  the  great  hall,  in  1581. 

The  re(Story  of  North-Cadbuiy  (valued  in  1292  at  twenty  marks^)  was  given  by 
Henry  the  third  Earl  of  Huntingdon  to  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge,  in  which  it  is 
now  veiled.  It  lies  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alkew  is"  the  prefent 
incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  was  built  (as  has  been 
before  obferved)  by  Elizabeth  Lady  Botreaux,  about  the  year  1427,  and  is  a large 
ftately  pile,  confifting  of  a nave,  two  fide  ailes,  and  a veftry.  At  the  weft  end  is  a 
large  handfome  tower,  feventy-two  feet  high,  embattled,  with  pinnacles  at  the  angles,  a 
clock,  and  fix  bells. 

At  the  two  eaft  corners  of  the  chancel  are  void  niches,  two  feet  and  a half  wide  and 
ten  high,  for  images,  with  the  pedeftals  below,  and  richly  ornamented  Gothick  canopies 
above,  ftill  remaining;  one  of  the  latter  is  profufely  gilt.  The  pedeftals  are  four- 
teen inches  high. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  are  two  ancient  tombs,  the  fides  of  which  are  covered 
with  Gothick  ornaments,  carving,  and 'cherubs  holding  the  arms,  which  are  now 
defaced.  On  one  of  them  are  the  effigies  in  ftone  of  Sir  Francis  Haftings,  knt.  in 
armour,  and  his  Lady  lying  by  his  fide.  On  the  wall  over  the  tomb  is  a brafs 
plate  with  the  following  infcription ; 

The  epitaph  of  that  worthy  religious  lady  the  Ladye  Magdalen  Haftings,  wife  to 
Francis  Haftings,  knight,  who  departed  this  vaine  and  tranfitory  life  the  14th  of  June 
1596,  and  continued  a conftant  profeflbr  of  God,  his  holye  truth  and  gofpell,  to  her 
lives  end. 

“ This  Ladies  bed,  that  heare  you  fee  thus  made. 

Hath  to  itfeif  received  her  fweete  gueft, 

Her  life  is  fpent,  which  doth  like  flower  fade, 

Freede  from  all  ftorms,  and  heere  file  lies  at  reft ; 

Till  foul  and  body  joined  are  in  one, 

Then  farewell  grave ! from  thence  fhe  muft  be  gone. 

“ This  Lady  was  well  borne  and  eke  well  bred, 

Her  virgins  time  ftie  fpent  with  worthy  praife; 

When  choife  of  friends  brought  her  to  marriage  bed. 

With  juft  renowne  flie  palled  thofe' her  daies; 

And  though  her  }'Outh  were  tyde  to  age  farr  fpent, 

Yet  without  fpot  fhe  lived,  and  was  content. 
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“ Her  fecond  match  fliee  made  by  her  own  choice, 

. Pleafing  herfelfe  who  others  pleafed  before  j 
Her  ears  fliee  ftopt  from  all  difTA^aders  voice, 

Who  did  her  tender  wealth  and  goods  great  {lore; 

With  honour  greate  which  both  (he  did  refufe. 

And  one  of  meaner  ftate  herfelf  did  chufe. 

“ With  this  her  choice  full  twenty  yeares  and  nine 
' She  did  remain,  with  joy  and  comfort  greate. 

He  liveth  not  that  ever  went  between* 

Thefe  twoe,  to  move  a peace,  or  to  intreate  j 

God  made  the  matche,  and  God  the  knot  hee  tyde. 
Who  in  his  feare  did  both  their  heartes  ftill  guide. 

This  feare  of  God  was  grafte  in  her  by  grace. 

And  her  whole  tyme  fhee  fpent  in  this  true  feare  j 
God’s  gofpell  pure  with  harte  Ihe  did  embrace. 

The  fruites  whereof  to  all  men  did  appeare ; 

To  bufband  true,  to  kinred  fhe  was  kinde, 

• And  to  all  friends  did  beare  a loving  minde. 

The  preachers  (he  did  ufe  with  great  regarde, 

Which  (hewed  her  love  unto  this  gofpell  pure ; 

I Where  want  there  was  (hee  preft  was  to  rewarde. 

And  by  her  will  no  fuch  (hould  want  endure  j 
Unto  the  truth  fuch  was  her  zeal  moft  rare. 

As  to  helpe  fuch  (hee  from  herfelfe  would  fpare. 

“ The  poore  (he  willing  was  (till  to  relieve 

With  hart  and  hand,  not  feeking  worldlie  praife. 

For  fewe  or  none  (hould  know  what  (hee  did  give. 

This  courfe  to  keep  (hee  careful  was  alwaies  j 
Both  rich  and  poore  they  tailed  of  her  love. 

More  ready  ftill  to  helpe  than  they  to  move, 

“ If  any  one  of  thefe  her  helpe  did  neede, 

By  being  ficke  or  fore  of  any  forte, 

Let  them  but  fend,  they  were  moft  fure  to  fpeede 
Of  what  ftiee  had  that  might  them  yield  comforte ; 

And  yeare  by  yeare  (he  fought  fuch  thinges  to  make, 
To  ferve  fuch  turns  as  might  be  fitt  to  take. 

- “ In  government  of  thofe  that  did  her  ferve 

Moft  wife,  moft  (lout,  moft  kind,  (hee  ever  was, 

Moft  kind  to  fuch  as  fought  well  to  deferve, 

Moft  (lout  to  thofe  who  did  neglect  their  place  5 
She  wifely  could  corredt  the  fault  of  thefe. 

And  thofe  incourage  that  would  feek  to  pleafe. 

“ Thefe  guiftes  of  grace  from  God  (hee  did  receive, 

And  (hee-in  thefe  her  life  did  wholly  fpende; 

Wlien  ficknefs  came,  that  did  her  health  bereave, 

On  God’s  good  will  (hee  whollie  did  depended 
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And  then  his  grace  did  worke  In  her  with  might, 

For  Him  to  pleafe  it  was  her  whole  delight. 

“ She  did  not  grudge,  or  murmur  at  her  paine, 

Though  paines  were  greate,  and  lafted  very  long. 

She  refted  on  her  hope  of  future  gaines, 

Than  heart  could  thinke  or  could  be  tould  with  tongue; 

Comfortes  Ihe  fought,  becaufe  her  flelh  was  fraile. 

By  preachers  founde,  which  never  did  her  faile. 

**  When  that  her  ficknefs  did  her  foe  reftraine. 

As  that  her  houfe  fhee  forced  was  to  keepe, 

Shee  did  intreate  three  preachers  to  take  paine 
Her  to  inftrudle  and  ftay  from  dangers  deepe. 

And  this  they  did  by  turns  one  weeke  beftowe, 

In  love  moft  found  till  (hee  to  weake  did  growe. 

When  pangs  grew  great,  (he  found'but  little  reft. 

Yet  faith  was  ftrong  in  God  her  Father  deare. 

And  from  this  faith  Ihee  found  it  alwaies  belt 

To  praife  her  God,  and  praie  to  him  in  fearej  ' 

And  to  this  end  the  preachers  (hee  would  call 
To  come  to  her,  who  failed  her  not  at  all. 

In  all  her  dangers  Ihee  did  never  falle 
From  day  to  day  to  crave  their  heipe  In  this. 

For  them  to  feeke  it  did  not  much  availe, 

For  them  to  call  fliee  did  but  feldom  mifs ; 

I'hrife  many  times,  and  moft  times  twife  a day, 

: That  (he  with  them  and  they  with  her  might  pray. 

Thefe  weare  the  fruites  of  one  that  learned  had 
To  ferve  her  God,  in  ficknefs,  health,  and  all, 

In  health  to  feare,  in  ficknefs  to  be  gladd. 

Though  fleih  be  fraile,  and  find  itfelfe  in  thrall ; 

This  fruite  came  not  from  father  Adam’s  tree. 

Our  fecond  Adam  taught  her  fuch  to  bee. 

This  then  (hee  was,  and  was  unto  the  ende, 

This  did  (hee  (hew,  many  can  witnefs  this ; 

This  to  be  true  none  neede  doubt  to  defende. 

Wee  reft  in  woe,  and  (he  is  gone  to  blifs ; 

Where  God  this  Ladye  in  his  armes  doth  take. 

And  crowne  with  glorie  for  Chrift  Jefus  fake. 

« VIVIT  POST  FUNERA  VIRTUS.” 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a tomb  bearing  the  date  i6i  i,  and  the  following 
arms  cut  in  ftone:  Azure^  a hdsjahle  between  two  fleurs  de  lis  or,  impaling  gules,  three 
arrows  argent.  Creft,  a duck  argent  rifing. 

Againft  the  north  wall  there  is  a Latin  infcription  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Tho. 
Iliff,  S.  T.  P,.  of  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge,  and  re6tor  of  this  church,  who  died 
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Feb.  28;  A.D,  1711,  aged  58.”  Arms:  Argent,  on  a chevron  engrailed  Jalle,  between 
three  etoiles  gules,  as  many  ftags’  heads  cabolTed,  of  the  fecond,  impaling,  quarterly, 
firft  and  {om^,Jahle,  acrofs  engrailed  or',  fecond  and  third,  a crofs  moline  argent. 

On  the  back  of  one  of  the  old  feats  is  this  date : 

“ anno  Domini  Q^ilim"  accc  jcrjcniii/* 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parifli  are  twenty-three  the  burials  feventeen. 


CADBURY-SOUTH 

IS  a fmall  parilh,  fituated  fouthward  of  that  laft  defcribed,  in  a very  populous  and 
beautiful  part  of  the  county,  the  environs  being  pleafmgly  pidturefque,  and  finely 
varied  with  well-cultivated  hills,  and  fruitful  vallies. 

That  this  tradi  has  been  the  fcene  of  military  adlion  in  ancient  times,  is  fufficiently 
evident  from  its  very  name,  which  fignifies  the  ‘Tower  of  War^  were  there  no  remains  of 
martial  antiquity  extant  to  evince  it.  But  here  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  parochial 
church,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  a ridge  of  high  hills,  commanding  an  extenfive 
profpeft  over  Mendip  and  the  Blackdown  fummits  in  Devonfhire,  Hands  one  of  the 
nobleft  fortifications  in  this  or  perhaps  any  other  county,  called  by  old  topographers 
Camalet  j but  by  the  natives  Cadbury  Cajile.  Its  form  is  neither  entirely  circular  nor 
fquare;  but  fomewhat  between  both,  conforming  to  the  fhape  of  the  hill.  Part  of  it 
leems  to  have  been  hewn  out  of  the  folid  rock,  and  is  defended  by  four  ditches,  and 
within  is  a Hill  higher  intrenchment,  of  a circular  form,  which  was  the  citadel,  or 
Pratorium-,  but  vulgarly  called  King  Arthur’s  Palace.  The  rampart  is  compofed  of 
Hones,  now  overfpread  with  earth,  and  has  only  one  entrance  from  the  eaH,  which  is 
guarded  by  fix  or  feven  ditches.  The  area  contains  upwards  of  thirty  acres.  Within 
it,  and  in  the  ditches,  have  been  found  at  different  periods  many  noble  relicks  of  the 
Roman  empire;  fuch  as  pavements,  hypocauHs,  pateras,  urns,  fibulae,  and  immenfe 
quantities  of  coins,  chiefly  of  Antoninus  and  FauHina.  There  have  alfo  been  difcovered 
in  its  topmoH  area,  remnants  of  arches,  door-jambs,  bolts,  hand-grindHones,  and  great  ' 
quantities  of  round  pebble-Hgnes,  quite  different  from  any  in  this  county,  and  fuppofed 
to  have  been  brought  hither  from  the  fea  for  the  purpofe  of  flinging,  or  fliooting  from 
the  bow.'’  Leland  tells  us,’’  that  a filver  horfe-fiioe  was  found  here  within  the  memory'^ 
of  people  living  in  his  time;  and  Selden,  in  his  notes  on  Drayton’s  Polyolbion,  lays, 
that  it  was  full  of  ruins  and  old  buildings,** 

* The  name  is  compofed  of  the  Britilh  word  Cath,  fignifying  war ; and  the  Saxon  Bupj,  a 
camp,  or  fortified  eminence,  which  laft  was  originally  derived  from  the  Greek  Ilufyoj  a tower. 

Stukely’s  Idn.  cur.  i.  150.  * Itin.  i.  76.  * Polyolbion,  p.  54. 
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Writers  have  been  much  divided  as  to  the  name  of  this  fortification,  and  the  time  of 
its  ereftion.  The  boldeft  affertion  reaches  to  the  days  of  King  Arthur  and  the  anno- 
tator of  our  hiftorian  Nennius  places  the  eleventh  battle  of  that  King  againft  the 
Saxons  in  this  fpot.  Undecimum  fuit  helium  in  monte  qui  Agned-Cath-Regenion, 

quern  ms  Cath-bregion  npfellamusJ  Caer  Celemon  is  likewife  mentioned  among  the 
Britifh  cities  of  the  fame  author.  Drayton,  fpeaking  of  the  river  Ivel,  calls  it 

The  neareft  neighbouring  flood  to  Arthur’s  ancient  feat. 

Which  made  the  Britaines  name  through  all  the  world  fo  great.  .. 

' Like  Camelot  what  place  was  ever  yet  renown’d  ? 

Where,  as  at  Carlton^  oft  he  kept  the  table  round, 

Moll  famous  for  the  fports  at  Pentecoft  fo  long, 

From  whence  all  knightlie  deeds,  and  brave  atchievements  fprong.”® 

The  name  of  this  mountain  truly,  as  it  is  called  by  Leland,  Camden,  Stukely,  and 
others,  Camalet,  favours  fomething  of  one  of  the  Britifh  names  afllgnedto  it,  viz.  Caer-- 
Celemon^  or  Caer-Calemion-,  but  the  other,  Cath^  or  Caer-Bregion,  certainly  comes  nearer 
its  prefent  appellation  Cadbury -Cajlle,  which  is  commonly  ufed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
vicinity,  who  know  indeed  no  other.  However,  whether  this  were  a work  of  the  Britons 
or  of  the  Romans,  no  doubt  can  polTibly  be  maintained  of  its  having  been  occupied  by 
the  latter  people  for  a confiderable  fpace  of  time ; as  they  eredted  here  not  only  fabricks 
of  temporary  utility,  but  of  great  labour,  and  even  magnificence.  But  what  the  Roman 
name  hereof  was,  we  mufl;  flill  be  ignorant  of.  Stukely'’  judges  it  was  the  Coloneas  of 
Ravennas,  which  others  have  put  in  another  part  of  the  ifland,’  and  we  know  of  no  fta- 
tion  nearer  Cadbury  than  IJchalis^  our  prefent  Ivelchefter. 

' Leland  fpeaks  in  the  following  emphatical  terms  concerning  this  fortrefs : “ Fama  publica  Murotrigum, 
radices  Camaletici  montis  incolentium,  prasdicat,  attollit,  cantitat,  nomen  Arturii,  incolas  aliquando  caftri, 
quod  idem  olim  & magnificentiflimum,  & munitilTimum,  atque  in  editiflima  fpecula,  ubi  mons  confurgit, 
fitum  eft.  Dii  boni,  quantum  hie  profundiflimarum  fofl'arum?  Quot  hie  egeilas  terrae  valla?  Quaedemum 
praecipitia  ? Atque,  ut  paucis  finiam,  videtur  mihi  quidem  efle  et  artis  et  naturae  miraculum.”  AlTertio  Ar- 
turii, in  vol.  quinto  Colledbaii.  pp.  28,  29. 

At  feges  eji  ubi  Troja  fuit,  i^c. 

But  now,  where  once  the  lofty  towers  uprear’d 
Their  heads  to  heav’n,  low  grovels  the  rank  herb. 

Upbraiding  man’s  device;  and  where  the  noife 
Of  warrior  fhouted,  now  the  bleat  of  ftieep 
Is  heard,  full  plaintive  to  the  vale  below. 

' '•  A pleafing  contrail That  the  din  of  war 

Is  funk  in  notes  fo  innocent! 

^ Nennii  Banchor.  Hift.  Brit.  cap.  62,  p.  138.  Edit.  Bertr.  Havniae. 

2 Polyolbion,  p,  48,  3d  fong.  There  are  many  places  here  and  in  the  neighbourhood  called  by  the  name 
of  King  Arthur;  as  the  Camp  itfelf  is  denominated  Arthur’s  Palace ; Arthur’s  Round  Table  here  mentioned; 
Arthur’s  Kitchen ; Arthur’s  Well,  &c.  and  Stukely  tells  us  of  a road  acrofs  the  fields  under  the  caftle,  bear- 
ing very  rank  corn,  called  Itin.  i.  150. 

Itin.  cur.  i.  151.  1 Vide  Anonymi  Ravennatis  Britannix  Chorographlam,  ap.  Antonini  Itin.  per 

Gale,  vel  ap.  Horflei  Britan.  Roman,  p.  491. 
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The  Saxons  fimply  called  this  place  Sudcadeherie-,  nor  is  there  fuch  a name  as  Camalet 
in  the  Norman  furvey.  It  belonged  in  King  William  the  Conqueror’s  time  to  Turftin 
Fitz-Rolf,  and  included  the  two  vills  of  Holton  and  Clapton. 

Bernard  holds  of  Turftin,  Sudcadeberie.  Alwold  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  virgates  of  land.  There  are  added  two  hides,  and  one 
‘‘  virgate  of  land,  which  four  thanes  held  freely  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  In  all 
the  arable  is  three  carucates.  Bernard  has  two  hides;  a Clerk  half  a hide;  an 
Englilhman  half  a hide.  It  was  and  is  worth  three  pounds.  All  thefe  lands  are 
added  to  the  lands  of  Alwold  which  Turftin  holds.” 

''  There  is  alfo  added  one  hide  in  Ultone,  which  Alnod  held  freely  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward.  The  arable  is  one  carucate.  Leviet  holds  it  of  Turftin,  and  has. 
“ there  one  fervant,  and  three  cottagers,  and  four  acres  of  meadow,  and  three  acres  of 
coppice  wood.  It  is  worth  ten  ftiillings.” 

“ There  is  further  added  Cloptone.  Alnod  held  it  freely  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  Ralph  holds  it  of 
T urftin,  and  has  there  one  plough,  with  one  villane,  and  four  bordars,  and  two  fervants. 
There  are  ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  four  furlongs  of  wood  in  length,  and  two  furlongs 
“ in  breadth.  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  forty  fhillings,  now  twenty  ftiillings.”’' 

This  manor,  as  well  as  that  of  North-Cadbury,  was  pofiefled  by  the  Lords  Moels, 
and  defeended  by  an  heirefs  of  Sir  John  de  Moels  to  Thomas  Courtney,  fourth  fon  of 
Hugh  de  Courtney  fenior,  Earl  of  Devon.  Which  Thomas  left  iftue  Sir  Hugh  de 
Courtney  his  heir,  and  two  daughters,  viz.  Margaret  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Peverell, 
and  Muriel  the  wife  of  Sir  John  Dinham.  This  manor  was  allotted  to  Margaret 
Peverell,  and  fo  defeended  by  a coheirefs  to  Sir  Walter  Hungerford,  and  afterwards 
pafled  in  the  fame  manner  as  North-Cadbury,  being  now  the  pofieffion  of  Francis 
Newman,  efq.  The  family  de  Bofeo,  or  Boyfe,  were  for  a long  fucceftion  tenants  in  this 
manor  under  the  Courtneys,  and  the  Pauncefoots.^ 

The  living  is  a reeftory  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  was  valued  in  1 292  at  ten  marks." 
The  lord  of  the  manor  is  the  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baily  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  a Becket,  ftands  on  rifing  ground, 
and  is  a fmail  but  very  neat  edifice,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  fouth  aile,  and  a porch 
on  the  north  fide,  all  covered  with  tile.  An  embattled  tower  at  the  weft  end  contains 

five  bells. The  chancel  has  an  elegant  altar-piece,  on  the  tablet  of  which  is  a very 

good  painting  of  our  Saviour  on  the  crofs.  Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  there 
is  a monument  of  white  marble  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  George  Farewell,  A.  M, 
redtor  of  this  church,  who  died  April  6,  1717,  aged  41. 

There  are  three  iprings  which  break  out  from  the  fides  of  Cadbury-Hill;  one  by  the 
principal  entrance  on  the  northeaft  fide,  called  King  Arthur’s  well:  Another  on  the 
north  fide,  called  Queen  Anne’s  ,wiftiing  well,  inclofed  in  an  elegant  femicircular  bafon. 
The  other  Ipring  is  namelefs. 

Lib.  Domefday.  * Efc.  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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' CAMEL-QUEENS,  otherwlfe  EAST-CAMEL; 

AConfiderable  parifh,  fituated  on  a river  of  its  name,  nine  miles  weft  from  Win- 
canton,  and  five  foutheaft  from  Ivelchefter,  in  a country  rather  flat  and  woody. 
It  comprifes  a fmall  town,  confifting  chiefly  of  one  ftreet  tolerably  wide,  but  ill  builtj 
the  number  of  houfes  about  ninety-three,  of  inhabitants  about  five  hundred  and  thirty,, 
including  the  hamlets  of  Hazlegrove  and  Wales,  which  contain  about  twelve 
houfes.  About  half  a mile  to  the  fouth  is  a hill,  from  which  is  one  of  the  moft  pleafmg 
views  in  the  county,  the  lands ’being  very  rich  and  well-timbered  for  many  miles  round, 
and  upwards  of  forty  towns  and  villages  are  to  be  feen  from  it  with  tire  naked  eye. 

This  place  had  its  additional  name  from  its  having  been  formerly  veiled  in  the 
Queens  of  the  realm.  At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  it  was  the  demefne  of  the  King. 

The  King  holds  Camel.  Ghida  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded 
for  eight  hides  and  a half:  but  there  are  fifteen  hides.  The  arable  is  fifteen 
carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  five  hides,  and  four  carucates,  and  fix  fervants, 
“ and  twenty-eight  villanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  with  eleven  ploughs.  There  are  two 
“ mills  of  twenty  fhillings  rent,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred 
“ acres  of  pafture,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  wood.  It  yields  twenty-three  pounds  of 
**  white  money 

Although  granted  out  at  feveral  times  to  different  favourites,  this  manor  has  gene- 
rally been  veiled  in  the  crown,  and  held  of  it  by  knight’s  fervice."  The  Earls  of  Kent 
and  Salifbury  were  the  chief  tenants.  But  an  inquifition  of  j Edward  I.  lets  forth 
that  this  manor,  which  was  fometime  ancient  demefne  of  the  King,  re-efcheated  to  the 
crown  by  the  death  of  William  de  Romare  without  iffue,  and  that  the  King  of  England 
afterwards  gave  it  to  Lord  Lumbart  de  Burgh,  father  of  John  Lord  Burgh  the  elder.® 
14  Hen.  III.  Thomas  de  Cirenceftre,  fheriff  of  this  county  and  Dorfet,  flocked  this 
manor  of  the  King  with  cattle  and  feed-corn,  as  follows,  viz.  thirty-two  oxen  for  four 
ploughs,  price  eight  fhillings  the  oxj  fixteen  heifers,  at  half  a mark  each;  three  hundred 
fheep,  at  twelve-pence;  forty-two  quarters  of  corn,  at  four  fhillings  a quarter;  feventy- 
five  quarters  of  oats,  at  three  fhillings  a quarter;  five  quarters  of  beans,  at  two  fhillings 
and  eleven-pence;  and  alfo  two  cart-horfes,  value  fixteen  fhillings.'^  In  the  time  of 
Philip  and  Mary  this  manor  was  exchanged  for  the  manor  of  Great- Weldon  in  Suffolk, 
belonging  to  Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  knt.  in  which  family  it  has  been  ever  fince,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Ann  Hervy  Mildmay,  (daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  late  'Carew 

® Lib.  Domefday.  See  the  Inqulfitions  and  Crown  Charters.  * Efc.  3.  Edw.  I. 

^ Mag.  Rot.  14  Hen.  III. 

* This  Gentleman,  who  was  the  lafl:  furviving  male  of  this  relpeftable  family,  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
the  parilh  church  of  Sherborne  in  Dorfetfhire,  A.  D.  1784;  where  a very  handfome  monument  is  eredled  to 
his  memory.  On  this  monument  there  are  the  following  memorials  relative  to  the  family  : 

“ The  family  of  Mildmay  may  by  ancient  deeds  be  traced  back  to  the  reign  of  King  Stephen.  In  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  YIH.  lived  Sir  Thomas  Mildmay  of  Chelmsford,  who  left  four  fons,  from  whom  this  family 

fpread 
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H^rvy  Mildmay,  efq;)  who  has  a handfome  manfion,  called  Hazlegrove,  fituated  about 
one  mile  and  a half  northward  of  the  church. 

The- church  of  Eaft-Camel,  valued  in  1292^  at  twenty  marks,  was  appropriated  to 
the  abbey  of  Clyve  in  this  county,  which  was  a cell  to  that  of  Bee  in  Normandy.  It 
is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  and  in  the  prefentation  of  Mrs.  A.  H,  Mildmay. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Horner  Pearfon  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Barnabas,  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  north  and  fouth 
ailes,  belfry,  and  porch;  the  whole  leaded  except  the  porch  and  chancel.  At  the  weft 
ond  is  a large  tower  ninety  feet  high,  containing  a clock  and  fix  bells. 

In  the  fouth  aile  is  an  elegant  mural  monument,  of  black  and  grey  marble,  inferibed. 

Near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  Hum.phrey  Mildmay,  efq;  lord  of  this  manor, 
fecond  fon  of  Sir  Humphrey  Mildmay,  of  Danbury  in  the  county  of  Effex,  He 
fuftained  fcveral  wounds  in  the  wars  for  his  loyalty  to  his  prince  King  Charles  the  Firft; 
particularly  at  Newbury  fight,  where  he  ferved  as  major  under  his  uncle  the  Earl  of 
Cleveland,  and  was  taken  up  among  the  (lain.  His  firft  wife  was  Sarah  the  daughter' 
of  Thomas  Freke,  efq;  of  Hinton  St.  Mary  in  Dorfetfhire.  His  fecond  wife  was  Sarah 
the  daughter  of  Edmund  Parker,  efq;  of  Burrington  in  Devonfhire.  He  died  on  the 
19  th  day  of  November  1690,  aged  67,  and,  having  no  iffue,  left  his  eft  ate  to  his  kinfman 
Carew  Mildmay,  efq;  of  Marks  in  the  county  of  Effex,  who,  in  token  of  his  gratitude, 
eredted  this  monument.”  Arms,  Argent,  three  lions  rampant  a-zure,  two  and  one. 

Near  the  above  is  a monument  to  Edith,  wife  of  Carew  Hervy  Mildmay,  and  ' 
daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Phelips,  of  Montacute.  She  died  Odb.  12,  1772. 

In  the  fouth  wall  there  is  an  arch,  under  which  formerly  lay  the  effigies  of  a knight. 
The  font  is  ancient,  and  has  been  curioufly  decked  with  fculpture,  but  retains  no  arms. 

In  this  parifh,  oppofite  to  the  hamlet  of  Wales,  and  within  three  feet  of  the  river’s 
fide,  rifes  a very  remarkable  fpiing,  very  cold  to  the  touch,  and  offenfive  to  the  fmell, 
which  is  much  like  that  of  burnt  gunpowder  mixed  with  common  water.  It  has  been 
ufed  with  much  fuccefs  in  fcrophulous  cafes. 

It  has  a charter  for  four  fairs  annually,  and  two  markets  weekly;  and  was  a town 
of  feme  note  before  it  was  burnt,  which  happened  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  years 

fpread  into  feveral  branches,  principally  in  the  couttty  of  Effex.  From  the  eldeff.  Sir  Thomas  of  Moulfham- 
hall,  defeended  the  late  Benjamin  Earl  of  Fitzwalter ; alfo  Sir  Walter,  of  PHhobury  in  Hertfordlhire.  From  the 
fecond  fon.  Sir  William  of  Springfield-Barnes,  defeended  the  late  Sir  William,  of  MoulHiam-ball,  bart.;  Sir 
Henry,  of  Graces;  Walter,  of  Potlands ; Carew  Hervy,  of  Marks,  who  was  adopted  heir  of  Sir  Gavven  Hervy; 
Humphrey,  of  Shawford  in  Hampfhire ; and  George,  whofe  only  daughter  married  Henry  Eaton,  efq;  of 
Raynham-Lodge.  The  third  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  was  John  Mildmay,  of  Tarling- Place.  The  fourth  fon  was 
•Sir  Walter,  of  Danbury-Place  in  Effex,  and  of  Apthorpe  in  Northamptonfhire,  (which  lad:  edate,  by  the 
marriage  of  the  only  daughter  of  his  elded:  fon  Sir  Anthony  to  Francis  Earl  of  Wedmoreland,  paffed  into  that 
family.)  This  Sir  Walter  was  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  a privy  counfellor  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
was  the  founder  of  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge.  From  him  alfo  defeended  John,  of  Danbury-Place ; 
Humphrey,  of  Hazlegrove  in  Somerfetfhire ; and  Henry,  of  Wanflead  in  Effex,  and  of  Shawford  in  Hants. 

Taxat.  Spiritual, 

L 2 


■agv%- 


[ 76  ] [Cataflj. 

ago.  It  has  now  only  two  fairs  annually;  one  on  Trinity  Thurfday,  the  other  on 
the  25th  of  Odober. 

X^he  chriftenings  for  the  laft  twenty  years  have  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
feven,  and  the  burials  to  two  hundred  and  forty-four. 


COMPTON-PAUNCEFORD. 

This  parifh  lies  five  miles  fouthwefl;  from  Wincanton,  and  eight  miles  eaft  from 
Ivelchefter,  under  the  eaft  and  foutheaft  ridge  of  a high  range  of  hills,  on  the 
edge  of  a very  fruitful  vale,  with  the  church  and  town  of  North-Cadbury  on  the 
oppofitefide  on  elevated  ground,  and  about  a mile  diftant.  The  number  of  houfes  is 
thirty-feven,  and  of  inhabitants  about  two  hundred  and  twenty.  Almoft  every  houfe 
has  a fine  orchard  and  little  garden;  they  are  moftly  decent  dwellings,  and  ftand  near 
the  church.  A ftream  runs  through  this  pariih,  which  rifes  at  a fpot  called  Laverjwell, 
in  the  hamlet  of  Hatherleigh,  in  the  pariih  of  Maperton,  and  in  its  way  down  divides 
the  parilhes  of  North  and  South  Cadbury,  pafiing  on  to  Sparkford,  Wefton-Bampfylde, 
Queen-Camel,  and  Yeovilton,  where  it  falls  into  the  Ivel. 

The  manor  belonged  in  the  Conqueror’s  time  to  Turftin  FItz-Rolf,  lord  of  South- 
Cadbury,  Maperton,  and  other  manors  in  this  neighbourhood. 

“ Goisfrid  holds  of  Turftin,  Cuntone.  Alward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  gelded  for  fix  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  is  half  a carucate, 
“ and  four  fervants,  and  nine  villanes,  and  eleven  cottagers,  with  five  ploughs.  There 
“ is  a mill  of  eight  Ihillings  rent,  and  fifteen  acres  of  meadow.  A wood  four  furlongs 
“ long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  is  worth  one  hundred  Ihillings.”* 

Its  lords  after  the  Conqueft  were  the  family  of  Pauncefote,  fometimes  filled  in  records 
de  Cumtone,  from  whom  the  place  derived  the  addition  to  its  name.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
trace  the  pedigree  of  this  family  to  its  fountain-head,  and  we  muft  be  content  with  a 
few  extradts  from  ancient  documents.  In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  Walter  de  Pancefot 
held  lands  in  Maperton  of  Alexander  de  Alno.'’  In  the  fame  reign  Mabel  Pancefot 
appears  upon  record  as  fined  in  the  fum  of  fix  pounds  three  Ihillings  and  four-pence, 
for  leave  that  a duel  between  her  and  Robert  Pancefot  her  brother  might  be  pre- 
vented.'' 9 Edw.  II.  John  de  Pauncefot  held  one  knight’s  fee  in  Compton-Pauncefot.** 
1 1 Edwv  III,  Margaret  the  late  wife  of  Nicholas  de  Moels  held  in  dower  of  the  heir  of 
Muriella  and  Ifabella,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  de  Moels  deceafed,  one  knight’s  fee 
in  Compton,  by  reafon  of  the  minority  of  Nicholas  Pauncefot,  fon  and  heir  of  John 
Pauncefot.^  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Hen.  VII.  Walter  Pauncefort  held  this 

* Lib.  Domefday.  Cart.  Antiq,  ' Mag.  Rot.  31  Hen.  11.  Lib,  Feed. 

' Inq.  poll.  mort.  Margarettse  de  Moels,  1 1 Edw.  III. 
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manopj  and  from  him  it  defcended  by  Maud  his  daughter  and  coheir  to  John  Brent,  of 
Coffington,  efq.  To  whom  fucceeded  William  and  Richard,  whofe  daughter  Anne  was 
married  to  Thomas  Lord  Paulet,  and  was  mother  to  Elizabeth  wife  of  Giles  Hoby,  efq; 
whofe  family  feems  to  have  alienated  .it.  It  is  now  the  property  of  John  Hunt,  e%. 

The  church  was  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks.^  It  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of 
Cary,  and  in  the  prefentation  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt  is  the 
prefent  incumbent.  A chantry  was  founded  in  this  church  by  one  of  the  family  of 
Pauncefoot,^  of  which  the  laft  incumbent,  whofe  name  was  Robert  Bryce,  received  in 
1553  a penfion  of  five  pounds.*' 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  is  a fmall  Gothick  fl;ru61ure,  confifting  of 
a nave,  chancel,  and  fouth  aile,  covered  with  tile.  There  is  a tower  and  ftone  fpire  at 
the  weft  end,  the  whole  fixty  feet  high,  with  three  bells. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  aile  ,are  two  very  neat  mural  monuments  of  white,  black,  and 
variegated  marbles.  On  the  tablet  of  one  is  this  infcription  r 

“ Here  underneath  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Hunt,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  the  3d 

of  April  1660,  aged  about  94  years. And  alfo  the  body  of  Elizabeth  wife  of  Robert 

Hunt,  efq;  and  daughter  of  John  Brown,  ofFrampton  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq. 
She  was  married  the  24th  of  September  1635,  and  dyed  the  24th  of  September  1675, 

aged  6'5  years  and  5 months. Here  alfo  lyeth  the  body  of  Robert  Hunt,  efq;  who,, 

after  he  had  fervedhis  generation  many  years,  died  Feb.  20,  1679,  aged  about  71. 

And  alfo  the  body  of  Elizabeth  wife  of  John  Hunt,  efq;  daughter  of  Charles  Rofcarrock,, 

of  Rofcarrock  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  efq.  She  died  13  th  of  January  1697. This 

monument  was  erected  by  John  Hunt,  efq;  in  memory  of  his  dear  parents,  and  beloved 
wife,  A.D.  1698.”  - Arms:  A-zure,  two  chevronels  between  3 martlets  argent,  impaling 
argent  on  a chevron  Jahle,  between  3 cranes  azure,-  as  many  efcallop  fhells  or,-  Greft, 
an  arm  fmifter  rifing  from  a murion. 

The  fecond  is  a neat  plain  monument,  inicribed,: In  memory  of  William 

Bragge,  efq;  of  Hatfield-Peverel  in  Eflex,.  who  died  061.. 24,  1778,  aged  70. And 

alfo  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  died  May  24,  1741,  aged  30.  She  was  daughter  of  John 
Hunt,  efq;  of  this  place.”  Arms,  Or,  a chevron  between  3 bulls/^?^^/^’,  impaling  Hunt.. 
Creft,  a bull’s  head  JaUe,  gorged  or. 

On  a ftone  in  the  floor ; — " Here  lieth  the  body  of  Grace  Hunt,  who  died  the  24th 
day  of  July  1708.  A virgin  enriched  with  many  virtues.” 

Near  the  above  : — D.  O,  M.  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Hunt,  efq;  who  died 
April  26,  A.  D.  1721,  aged  82  years.  A lover  of  God,  his  King,  and  his  Country.” 
—Arms:  EIunt,  impaling,  parted  quarterly,  four  ftags  ftatant. 

Taxat.  Spiritual.  % Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen.  ^ Willis’s  Abbies,  ii.  202. 
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IS  a fmall  parifh,  fituated  four  miles  and  a half  eaftward  from  Somerton,  and  in  the 
turnpike-road  thence  to  London  by  Salifbury.  The  fituation  is  lofty  and  very 
pleafant  j the  number  of  houfes  is  thirty,  forming  a long  ftreet  in  the  lhape  of  an  L. 
Thefe  houfes  are  very  neat,  being  built  of  ftone,  neatly  chipped,  and  dug  in  the  parilh. 
As  this  is  a very  fine  kind  of  flab  ftone,  it  demands  particular  obfervatlon.  It  is  found 
in  an  open  arable  field  in  the  higheft  ground,  from  two  to  four  feet  below  the  furface, 
(which  is  a yellowifh  clay  inclining  to  brick  earth)  to  a very  great  depth,  lying  in  ftrata 
or  layers  nearly  horizontal  from  northeaft  to  fouthweft,  the  layers  being  from  two  and 
a half  to  fix  inches  in  thicknefs.  Between  each  layer  of  ftone  is  a ftratum  of  earth 
from  three  to  fix  inches  in  thicknefs,  and  of  various  kinds,  increafing  in  denfity  as  they 
defeend.  At  about  eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  furface,  the  ftratum  of  earth  is  a blue 
'ftrong  loam  or  marlj  but  does  not  much  effervefee  in  vinegar. 

The  ftone  is  a very  fine  hard  kind  of  blue  lyas,  or  lime-ftone,  in  which  (the  uppermoft 
layers  efpecially)  are  a few  fmall  Cornua  Ammonis,  and  many  fpecies  of  bivalve  fhells, 
particularly  a kind  of  Venus,  depreflfed  and  ftriated  in  fo  peculiar  a manner,  that  it 
appears  to  be  a non-defeript.  Here  are  alfo  many  of  the  gryphites,  and  the  fmall  long 
flat  oyfter,  with  fome  pe6tens.  Some  of  the  veins  of  this  ftone  contain  pyrites,  but  very 
little  fpar ; in  others  a metallic  fubftance  of  a rufty  iron  colour  is  found,  which  on 
attrition  has  a ftrong  fulphureous  fmell.  Great  quantities  of  this  ftone  are  raifed,  and 
fent  to  confiderable  diftances  for  paving  rooms  and  walks,  and  for  grave-ftones.  If 
fuffered  to  be  thoroughly  dry  before  they  are  put  up,  they  ftand  the  froft  without 
fcaling  for  many  years.  The  layers  of  this  ftone  are  fo  fmooth,  that  they  require  little 
labour;  but  will  not  receive  a good  polifh.  They  are  commonly  raifed  from  ten  to 
thirty  feet  in  length,  and  often  twelve  or  fifteen  wide.  One  was  lately  raifed  upwards 
of  forty  feet  in  length,  and  fo  wide  that  it  contained  five  hundred  fuperficial  feet.  The 
fame  kind  of  ftone  is  found  in  the  neighbouring  parifhes  of  Butleigh  and  King-Wefton. 

Near  the  quarries  a fine  fpring  iffues  out  of  the  rock,  forming  a brook,  which  empties 
itfelf  into  the  river  Brew  at  Barton  St.  David,  about  two  miles  to  the  north.  This 
brook  is  remarkable  for  being  higheft  in  dry  feafons,  and  loweft  in  wet.  Here  are  three 
large  common  fields,  and  the  lands  are  moftly  in  tillage. 

The  manor  of  Kenton  was,  as  we  learn  from  Domefday-Book,  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  ConfefTor,  appendant  to  that  of  Barton,  now  called  Barton  St.  Dayid. 

“ In  tliis  manor  (viz.  Bertone)  lay  Chintone  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  There 
is  one  hide.  Earl  Morton  holds  it."' 

Malger  holds  of  the  Earl,  Chintune.  Two  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
three  carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  two  villanes,  and  four  bordars,  with  one 


* Lib.  Domefday, 
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cottager,  having  one  carucate  and  a half.  There  are  thirty  acres  of  meadow.  It  is 

worth  four  pounds,”'* 

The  Mandevilles,  who  were  the  fubiequent  lords  of  this  manor,  and  from  whom  it 
affumed  its  name,  were  defcended  from  Geffrey  de  Magnaville,  a famous  foldier,  who, 
came  over  into  this  country  with  Duke  William  the  Norman,  and  having  difplayed 
extraordinary  valour  in  the  battle  of  Haflings,''  was  by  him  rewarded  with  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  manors  in  different  counties  of  England,  and  was  alfb  appointed  conftable 
of  the  T ower  of  London,  an  office  he  held  during  the  whole  of  his  life,'* 

William  de  Magnaville,  his  fon  and  heir,  fuffered  his  name  corruptly  to  be  changed  • 
into  Mandeville,  by  which  his  defcendants  were  ever  after  denominated.  He  married 
Margaret  the  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Eudo,  fteward  to  King  William,  and  was  father 
of  Geffrey  Mandeville,  who  fucceeded  to  the  eftates,  and  had  by  defcent  from  his 
mother  the  high  office  of  fteward  of  Normandy.  He  was  alfo  conftable  of  the  Tower 
of  London;  and,  being  in  favour  with  King  Stephen,  was  by  that  prince  advanced  to 
the  title  and  dignity  of  Earl  of  Effex,  being  the  progenitor  of  four  fucceffive  Geffreys 
Earls  of  Efiex,  the  laft  of  whom  was  created  Earl  of  Gloucefter  by  King  John,  and 
was  in  1216  fucceeded  by  his  brother  William  Mandeville,  who  left  no  iffue, 

A branch  of  thefe  Mandevilles,  Earls  of  Effex,  flourifhed  here  for  a confiderable  time 
after.  1 1 Edw.  I.  it  was  found  by  an  inquifition  then  taken,  that  Geffrey  Maundeville 
had  died  feized  of  the  manor  of  Kenton,  then  called  Kington,  and  the  jurors  affirmed 
that  of  all  the  land  the  faid  Geffrey  held  in  this  place,  before  the  prior  of  the  hofpital 
of  St.  John  at  Wells  had  been  enfeoffed  with  part  thereof,  only  one  fuit  was  due  to 
the  King’s  hundred  of  Catafh;  and  that  the  faid  Geffrey  and  his  heirs  ought  to  acquit 
the  prior  from  that  fuit.® 

By  another  inquifition  it  appeared  that  the  lands  and  tenements  held  here  by  the 
prior  of  St.  John’s  confifted  of  eight  meffuages,  one  dove-houfe,  eleven  acres  of  arable* 
and  eleven  acres  and  three  roods  of  meadow  ground.^ 

At  this  prefent  day  the  manerial  rights,  together  with  fome  eftates,  are  annexed  to 
and  held  with  the  living  of  Longbridge-Deverell  in  the  county  of  Wilts. 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery -of  Cary,  and  in  1292  was  valued  at  fix  marks,® 
The  Rev,  Edmund  Gapper  is  the  prefent  patron  and  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  ftands  at  the  fbuthern  extre- 
mity of  the  village,  and  is  an  edifice  of  a Angular  conftrudtion,  fifty-four  feet  in  length, 
and  eighteen  in  breadth,  confifting  of  a nave  and  chancel  covered  with  tile.  From  the 
north  fide  of  the  nave,  an  arched  paffage,  eight  feet  long  and  four  wide,  leads  into  the 
tower,  which  is  an  odagon  of  eleven  feet  diameter,  and  forty  feet  high,  terminated  by  a 
conical  roof  tiled,  and  containing  three  fmall  bells. 

On  the  left  fide  of  the  communion-table  there  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  infcribed 
to  the  memory  offeveralof  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Dauncey. — Near  it,  another 

Domefday.  * Mon.  Ang.  ii.  446.  Dogd.  Bar.  i.  200.  * Efc.  1 1 Edw.  I. 
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to  Rebecca  his  wife. — And  a third,  to  the  Rev.  William  Clarke,  redor  of  this  pariilh, 
who  died  Feb.  9,  1751,  aged  49. 

There  is  only  one  pauper  in  this  parlfh,  moft  of  the  poor  finding  employment  in  the 
quarries  and  in  hufbandry.  The  women  fpin,  and  knit  hofe  for  the  Glaftonbury 
manufadure. 


KING  - WESTON. 

This  place  is  very  corruptly  called i Its  ancient  name  being  Chinwardeftune  and 
Kinwardejlone^  whicli  fignifies  the  town  or  habitation  of  Kinward,  a Saxon  noble. 

It  is ' finely  fituated  on  high  ground,  twelve  miles  fouth  from  Wells,  and  com- 
manding a pleafing  profped  of  great  part  of  Dorfetfhire.  The  village  confifts  of 
twenty-one  houfes,  moft  of  which  are  of  fine  blue  ftone,  and  in  general  very  neat 
handfome  buildings,  forming  a ftreet  nearly  half  a mile  in  length,  which  is  a very  fine 
road,  inclofed  with  walls  between  the  houfes,  with  rows  of  elms  in  the  inclofures. 
Upon  the  w'hole,  this  is  one  of  the  neateft  and  moft  pleafing  villages  in  the  county. 

The  place  is  of  great  antiquity,  having  fometime  belonged  to  the  Saxon  kings, 
Kinward,  its  owner,  was  a thane  of  royal  extradion.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  the 
Confeflbr,  Ulveva,  who  in  all  probability  was  allied  to  Kinward,  pofiefled  it.  But  at 
the  coming  in  of  the  Normans  the  manor  was  feized  on  by  King  William,  and, 
together  with  feven  others  in  this  county,  was  given  to  Euftace  Earl  of  Bulloigne  in 
Picardy.*  The  Norman  record  gives  us  the  following  particulars  of  this  place: 

Ida  Countefs  of  Bolonia  holds  of  the  King,  Chinwardestune.  Ulveva  held  it 
“ in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  caru- 
‘■‘cates.  Thereof  "in  demefne  are  two  hides,  and  three  virgates;  and  there  are  two 
“ carucates,  and  fix  fervants,^and  eight  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  five  ploughs. 
“ There  are  twenty-five  acres  of  meadow,  and  twenty-two  acres  of  pafture.  A wood 
“ three  furlongs  long,  and  one  acre  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  fix  pounds.”® 

By  the  above  account  it  ftiould  appear  that  Earl  Euftace  had  transferred  his  right 
in  this  manor  to  his  lady  for  her  feparate  ufe,  or  at  leaft  that  the  King  had  referved  it 
for  her  private  benefit;  for  although  all  the  other  tenants  are  faid  to  hold  their  lands  of 
the  Earl,  this  Ida  is  certified  to  hold  this  manor  de  Rege,  of  the  King.  However,  it 
continued  in  the  fame  line  of  pofleftion  till  the  year  of  our  Lord  1114/  when  Mary 
Countefs  pf  Bulloigne,  who  was  fifter  to  Queen  Maud,  the  wife  of  Elenry  the  Firft, 
conferred  it  with  all  its  appertenances  on  the  Cluniac  abbey  of  Bermondfey,  in  the 

» This  Earl  Euftace  was  father  of  the  famous  Godfrey  of  Bulloigne,  who  won  Jerufalem  from  the  Saracens. 
^ Lib.  Domefday,  * Mon.  Angl.  i.  646, 
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county  of  Surry;  and  fliorcly  after  Earl  Euftace  her  hulband  confirmed  the  grant.  In 
1293  the  pofTeffions' of  that  abbey  in  this  place  were  rated  at  ten  pounds/,  but  in  after 
times  it  received  from  the  manor  an  annual  income  of  forty-eight  marks.® 

On  the  diflblution  of  that  monaftery.  King  Henry  VIII.  by  patent  bearing  date  the 
1 2th  of  June,  in  the  37th  year  of  his  reign,  granted,  amongft  other  things,  the  manor 
of  King-Wefton  with  the  advowfon  of  the  redlory,  to  James  Tutt  and  Nicholas 
Hame,  and  their  heirs.  Which  faid  patentees,  by  deed  dated  26th  September  the  fame 
year,  granted  the  fame  to  Sir  Thomas  Moyle,  knt.  and  his  heirs.  Sir  Thomas  left 
two  daughters  coheirefles,  of  whom  Catherine  was  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Finch,  and 
Amy  the  wife  of  Thomas  Kempe,  efq;  of  Afpley  in  Bedfordfhire.  Sir  Thomas 
Moyle  by  his  will  left  this  manor  and  advowfon  to  Thomas  Kempe,  fon  of  Amy  his 
fecond  daughter,  who  16  Eliz.  fold  the  fame  to  Matthew  Smyth,  of  Long-Afliton,  efq. 
To  which  Matthew  Smyth  fucceeded  herein  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt.  Thomas  Smyth, 
efq;  Sir  Hugh,  knight  of  the  Bath  and  baronet,  and  Sir  John  Smyth,  bart.  who  in 
the  year  1723  fold  the  fame  to  Edmund  Bower,  of  Somerton,  gent.  Becoming  by  an 
heirefs  of  Bower  the  property  of  Mr.  Swadling,  it  was  finally  fold  to  Caleb  Dickinfon, 
of  Briftol,  efq;  father  of  William  Dickinfon,  efq;  the  prefent  owner. 

This  place  is  memorable  for  a very  fignal  defeat  which  the  rebels  of  DWonfhire 
and  Cornwall  experienced  3 Edw.  VI.  from  the  conduft  of  Sir  Hugh  Powlet,  knt. 
who  purfued  them  hither  after  their  difcomfiture  by  the  King’s  forces  at  Exeter,  and 
took  their  leader  prifoner. 

The  church  at  King-Wefton,  valued  in  1292  at  fix  marks*^  and  twelve-pence,  was 
appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Bermondfcy  above-mentioned.  It  is  a 
-vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Cary;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Collinfon  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fn^ll  but  neat  building,  fituated  on  the  higheft  part  of  the  parifh, 
and  almoft  furrounded  with  lofty  elms  and  chefnut  trees.  It  confifts  of  a nave, 
chancel,  and  fmall  fquare  aile  or  chapel,  (belonging  to  the  lord  of  the  manor)  with  an 
embattled  tower  containing  a clock  and  three  bells. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  an  elegant  monument  of  black  and  white 
marble  thus  infcribed: — “ M.  S.  Caleb  Dickinfon  hie  fepulti,  qui  obiit  6'“  Aprilis 
1783;  et  Sarse  uxoris  apud  Briftoliam  fepultas,  quae  obiit  i'"“  Julii  1766,  Pofuit 
Gulielmus  filius  anno  1783.” Arms;  Or,, a bend  engrailed  between  two  lions  ram- 

pant guleSi  Dickinfon.  Over  all  on  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence,  argent ^ a pale  fufelly 
gulesy  within  a bordure  azure^  fitche  or.  Holloway, 

On  a fiat  ftone  in  the  chancel: « Here  refteth  the  body  of  William  Woodhoufe 

Clark,  M.  A.  late  Prebendarie  of  Wormifter,  and  Vicar  of  Butley,  wiio  died  the 
20th  of  Sepf  1642.” 

In  the  chancel  is  depofited  a chair  formerly  belonging  to  Glaftonbury  abbey.  It 
is  of  oak,  the  back  divided  into  two  compartments,  embellifhed  with  Gothick  carvings 

Taxat.  Spiritual.  <•  Archer’s  Account  of  Religious  Houf«.  ^ Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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in  reliefj  on  one  fide  a ihield  bearing  a crofier  with  the  initials  R.  W.  (for  Richard 
Whiting,  the  laft  abbot  of  Glaftonbury)  and  on  the  other  fide  a fhield  charged  with 
a crofs  botone,  between  two  leopards’  heads  in  chiefj  and  in  bafe  two  cinquefoils. 
This  chair  was  piirchafed  by  the  late  Mr.  Dickinfon  of  Mr.  More  of  Greinton, 
and  depofited  here  as  a relick  of  monaftical  antiquity. 


LOVINGTON, 


Small  parirti  lying  on  the  river  Brew,  feven  miles  eaftward  from  Ilchefter,  in  a 


flat  and  woody  country,  abounding  with  fine  elms  and  rich  paftures.  The  turn- 
pike road  from  Caftle-Cary  to  Ivelchefter  runs  through  it,  at  the  diflrance  of  about 
a mile  northward  from  the  church.  The  number  of  houfes  is  twenty-three,  and  ten 
of  them  farms. 

In  ancient  times  this  place  muft  have  been  much  more  confiderable  than  at  prefent, 
for  we  learn  from  the  Norman  Survey  that  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  compofed 
three  diftindl  manors,  held  by  as  many  Thanes  or  Saxon  nobles,  who  were  all  aflelfed 
at  the  rate  of  fix  hides,  or  between  fix  and  feven  hundred  acres.  King  William  the 
Conqueror,  wrefliing  it  from  its  former  poflTeflTors,  gave  the  whole  place  to  one 
Serlo  de  Burci,  a perfon  of  his  train,  who  held  it  with  fome  other  places  in  this  vici- 
nity in  demefne.  The  Survey  fays, 

Serlo  himfelf  holds  Lovintune.  Three  Thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward  for  three  manors,  and  gelded  for  fix  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates. 
In  demefne  are  two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  nine  cotta- 
gets,  with  fix  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  ten  Ihillings  rent,  and  forty  acres  of 
“ meadow.  Wood  four  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  was  formerly 
worth  fix  pounds,  now  one  hundred  {hillings. 

“ Of  this  land  Lanbert  holds  one  hide,  and  has  there  one  oarucate  with  three 
villanes.  There  are  twelve  acres  of  meadow.  It  is  worth  twenty  {hillings. 

This  manor  was  afterwards  pofTelfed  by  the  very  ancient  family  of  Fitz-Martin, 
who  were  lords  alfo  of  Weft-Lydford  and  Blagdon.  lo  Edw.  I.  Nicholas  Fitz- 
Martin  held  it.**  19  Edw.  II.  William  Eitz-Martin  died  feized  of  it.'"  In  the  fame 

reign  William  de  Lovington  held  half  a knight’s  fee  here.**  ip.Ric.  II.  William 
Baniiler  is  found  by  the  inquifitions  to  have  died  feized  of  this  manor.'  It  afterwards 
paired  to  the  Rodney  family,  of  whom  Thomas  Rodney  held  it  10  Edw.  IV.  of  Anne 
Duchefs  of  Exeter,  by  knight’s  fervice.^  To  him  fticceeded  Sir  John  Rodney,  knt. 
Waltei',  John,  Maurice,  and  George^®  which  laft  married  Anne  daughter  of  Matthew 

® Lib.  Domefday.  Efc.  ' Ibid.  Lib.  Feod.  ® Efc.  Ibid.  s Ex  Stemmate. 
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Smyth,  efq;  and  fettled  this  nnanor  among  feveral  others  on  the  faid  marriage.  Not 
many  years  fince  it  was  the  property  of  Cary  Creed,  of  Caftle-Cary,  efq;  who  devifed 
it  to  William  Pew,  and  John  Tidcombe,  gent,  of  Caftle-Cary  above-mentioned,  who 
are  at  this  time  the  joint  polfeffors  of  this  manor. 

The  living  is  a perpetual  curacy  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  in  12^2  was  rated  at 
feven  marks  and  a half.'*  The  perpetuity  is  vefted  in  the  Rev.  James  Leach. 

The  church,  which  according  to  Efton  is  dedicated  *0  St,  Thomas  Becket,  is  a 
fmall  ftrudture,  and  contains  nothing  remarkable. 

Over  the  fouth  door  is  the  following  memorandum : 

Mr.  John  Whitehead,  who  died  May  the  24th  1715,  gave  a ground  called 
Brandiers,  lying  at  Fodington  in  the  parifti  of  Babcary,  for  the  fchooling  of  poor 
children  for  ever.  Mr.  James  Clarke  gave  a houfe  for  a fchool-houfe,  and  to  be 
connefted  with  the  ground  given  by  Mr.  Whitehead. 

Thomas  Wallis  gave  twelve  Ihillings  to  be  paid  to  the  fecond  poor  labouring  men 
on  Chriftmas-Day  for  ever,  and  fettled  a ground  called  Hewifti  for  the  payment  of 
the  fame;” 

**  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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This  place  evidently  obtained  its  name  from  its  fituation,  there  having  been  in 
ancient  times  a broad*  ford  here  over  the  river  Brew,  which  runs  through'-the 
parilh,  and  has  over  it  a good  ftone  bridge  near  the  church.  It  lies  on  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  great  fofs  road  which  pafles  hence  to  Ivelchefter,  from  which  it  is  diftant 
feven  miles  towards  the  north.  The  country  is  low,  flat,  and  woody,  and  the  foil 
being  in  general  a cold  wet  blue  clay,  is  not  very  fertile.  The  lands  are  chiefly  paf- 
ture,  worth  from  five  to  thirty  fliillings  an  acre.  The  number  of  houfes  within  the 
parifli  is  feventy-one,  forty  of  which  are  farms,  two  grift-mills,  two  publick-houfes,  and 
the  reft  cottages.  Moft  of  the  houfes  are  very  neat,  being  built  of  the  fine  blue  Kenton 
ftone,  chipped  very  fmooth,  and  tolerably  well  thatched,  forming  a decent  ftreet  near 
the  church. 

Here  are  two  fairs,  the  one  on  Holy-Thurfday,  the  other  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
Auguft.  This  laft  fair  was  obtained  of  King  Henry  III.  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of 
his  reign,  by  William  Martin,  then  lord  of  this  place,  who  likewife  procured  under  the 
fame  charter  a market  to  be  held  here  on  the  Tuefday  of  every  week;’’  but  this  has 
long  fince  been  difcontinued. 

* Llydan  in  the  Britilh  language  fignlfies  broad.  ^ Cart.  44  Hen.  III. 
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The  Norman  Survey  thus  defcribes  this  place: 

Aluric  [a  thane]  holds  Lideford.  _ Briftric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  gelded  for  nine  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  There  are  feven  ploughs, 
‘‘  and  fix  villanes,  and  nine  bordars,  and  two  cottagers,  and  eight  fervants.  There  is 
‘‘  a mill  of  fifteen  fliilfings  rent,  and  fixty  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  palture, 

and  one  mile  of  wood  in  length  and  breadth,  and  a breeder  of  fwine  renders  ten  hogs. 

It  was,  and  is  now,  worth  erght  pounds.”® 

After  fome  length  of  time  this  place  became  the  property  of  the  Barons  Martin, 
defcended  from  Martin  de  Tours,  a Norman  emigrant  in  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  Of  this  family  (notice  whereof  will  be  elfewhere  taken)  were  five  fuccef- 
five  generations  from  the  above-mentioned  date  to  the  time  of  Ric.  II.  when  William 
Martin  dying  without  ifiue,  left  this  and  the  other  eftates  to  be  divided  betwixt  Eleanor 
his  fifter,'  then  married  to  William  Columbers,  and  James  the  fon  of  Nicholas  de 
Audley,  by  Joane  his  other  filler.'* 

This  manor  came  in  the  partition  to  James  Lord  Audley,  who  being  attainted  for 
treafon,  it  returned  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  to  John  Holland,  Earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon. He  being  likewife  attainted,  it  was  again  feized  by  the  King,  who  bellowed 
it  on  the  abbey  of  Sf.  Mary  des  Graces^  near  the  tower  of  London,  founded  by  King 
Edward  III.®  The  abbey  however  afterwards  loll  polTefiion  of  it,  and  Henry  VII.  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  it  to  Sir  George  Stanley,  knt.  Lord  le  Strange,  in 
which  family  it  continued  for  fome  time,  and  then  palled  to  the  family  of  Hungerford. 
In  the  time  of  Charles  II.  Sir  Edward  Hungerford  fold  it,  with  other  manors,  to 
Edward  Colllon,  efqj  of  Brillol,  who  devifed  it  to  his  neice,  Mrs.  Mary  Edwards,  from 
whom  it  defcended  to  Sophia  her  daughter,  who  was  married  to  Alexander  Ready,  elq. 
Which  Alexander,  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  afllimed  the  name  of  Colllon,  and  who  is 
fince  dead,  leaving  his  widow  the  prefent  lady  of  the  manor. 

22  Edw.  I.  William  Martin,  lord- of  this  manor,  procured  a charter  of  free  warren 
in  all  his  lands  in  this  plac^  'He  died  i8  Edw.  II.^ 

The  living  is  a redcry  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks.^  Mrs. 
Colllon  is  the  patron,  and  the  Rey.  Mr!  Chaloner  Bale  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a large  llrudurej  cbnfilling  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile,  with  a 
fmall  tower  at  the  well  end,  containing  five  bells.  The  window  over  the  north  door 
has  fome  remains  of  painted  glafs ; the  only  whole  figure  is  the  Virgin  Mary  and  Holy 
Infant,  with  the  fcroll 

In  the  middle  palfage  is  a vaiilr belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Popes,  who  were 
formerly  refident  in  this  parilh.  On  the  Hone  which  covers  it  there  is  a brafs  plate 

with  the  following  infcription: “ Here  lyes  the  body  of  Thomas  Pope,  who  died 

the  2d  of  September  1731,  aged  30  years  and  3 montlis.” 

^ Lib.  Domerday,  Efc.  * Cart.  Antiq.  Cart,  zz  Edw.  I. 
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This  Thomas  Pope  left  certain  lands  to  the  amount  of  about  feven  pounds  a year 
for  the  educating  fix  poor  children  j the  furplus  to  be  given  to  the  fecond  poor  at  Eafter, 
The  children  to  be  fchooled  no  longer  than  three  years  each. 

Here  are  alfo  the  broken  fragments  of  an  old  mural  monument,  containing  the 
effigies  of  a man  in  armour  kneeling,  with  a fcull  in  his  hand,  and  behind  him  two  fons 
in  a fimilar  pofture.  Before  him  kneels  his  lady  in  a nun’s  habit  with  five  daughters; 
and  behind  them  lie  fix  fwathed  infants.  Beneath  is  this  infcription : 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Oliver  Lottifham,  efquier,  who  married  with  Dorothy 
daughter  of  John  Tilburie,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children,  and  died  the  28th  of 
March,  1616.” 

\ 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parifh  are  ten,  the  burials  nine  on  an  average  annually. 


MAPERTON 

IS  a parifh  of  large  extent,  although  it  contains  only  about  fifty  houfes.  It  is  four 
miles  fouth  from  Wincanton,  delightfully  fituated  in  a winding  combe  between  fine 
fwelling  hills,  well  cultivated  and  patched  with  coppice  woods.  The  river  Can,  rifing 
above  Wincanton,  runs  through  a part  of  it. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  it  belonged  to  Turftin  Fitz-Rolf,  of  whom  mention  has 
already  been  made,  and  was  then  called  Malfertone: 

“ Goisfrid  holds  of  Turftin  Malpertone.  Alwold  held  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
two  carucates,  and  ten  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  nine  cottagers,  with  three 
‘‘  ploughs.  There  are  two  mills  rendering  five  fhillings  and  five  pence,  and  five  acres 
of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  five  furlongs  long,  and  three  furlongs 
“ broad.  It  was  formerly  worth  eight  pounds,  now  fix  pounds.”* 

In  the  time  of  Richard  the  firft,  the  manor  of  Maperton  conftituted  part  of  the  barony 
of  the  Lords  Newmarch,  and  by  the  marriage  of  a coheirefs  in  the  time  of  Henry  III, 
became  the  property  of  the  Barons  Moels,*’  from  whom  alfo  it  defcended  in  a fimilar 
way  to  the  family  of  Courtney,  and  from  them  to  the  Earls  of  Huntingdcn.  The 
Hungerfords  were  its  fucceeding  lords;  and  in  the  fchedule  of  the  great  eftates  of 
Lady  Mary  Hungerford,  this  manor,  with  thofe  of  EIatherley  and  Clapton,  now 
two  fmall  hamlets,  both  in  this  parifti,  was  valued  at  29I.  19s.  4d.'  It  was  henceforth 
alienated,  being  polTefted  by  different  perfons,  and  not  long  fmce  was  the  property  of 
Thomas  Lockyer,  efq;  who  devifed  it  to  his  daughter  Mary,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Smith, 
cfq;  the  prefent  poffeffor. 

* Lib.  Domefday.  ^ See  page  66,  under  North-Cadbury.  * Dugd,  Bar,  iii.  212; 


The 


86  MAPE  RTON.  [Catallj* 

The  manor  of  Clapton  above-mentioned,  was  at  the  Conqueft  a member  of  South- 
Cadbury,'’  but  ever  after  pafled  with  Maperton,  as  did-  alfo  that  of  Hatherky. 

Clapton  is  fituated  a mile  wellward  from  the  church,  and  confifts  of  two  farms 
and  one  cottage,  which  are  the  property  of  Charles  Penruddock,  of  Compton,  near 
Salifbury,  efq. 

Hatherlev  lies  a mile  and  a half  foutheaft,  and  confifts  of  two  farms,  the  one 
belonging  to  Mr.  Clare,  the  other  to  Mr.  Longford  of  Milborne-Port. 

There  is  alfo  another  hamlet  in  this  parifh,  called  Slatterford,  fituated  a mile  and 
a quarter  foutheaft,  and  containing  fix  houfes. 

The  church  of  Maperton,  with  the  chapel  of  Blakeford,  now  Blackford,  in  the 
hundred  of  Whitney,  was  valued  in  1292  at  fifteen  marks.®  It  is  a redtory  in  the 
deanery  of  Cary,  and  is  appendant  to  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Watfon  is  the 
prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  ftands  on  a confiderable  eminence, 
confifting  of  a fingle  pace  and  chancel,  with  a tower  containing  three  bells. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  there  is  a black  ftone  infcribed  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  Michel,  late  redlor  of  this  parifh,  who  died  Oft.  6,  17663  as  alfo  to  feveral 
of  his  family. 

In  the  floor  of  the  chancel: Underneath  lie  Philip  Bennet,  efqj  and  Jane  his 

wife.  As  he  was  univerfally  efteemed  for  his  friendfhip,  good-nature,  and  honeftyj  Ihe 
was  no  lefs  remarkable  for  her  beauty,  virtue,  good-fenfe,  and  piety.  He  died  March 

15,  1722,  aged  44.  She  died  May  2,  1722,  aged  50.” There  are  fome  other 

memorials  of  the  fame  family. 

On  another  ftone: Samuel  Collins,  once  reftor  of  this  parifh,  was  buried 

Jan,  21,  1714,”  with  feveral  children. 

See  the  Domefday,  account  of  South-Cadbury.  « Taxat.  Spiritual. 


SPARKFORD, 

A Parifh  lying  in  the  tufnpike-road  from  Caftle-Cary  to  Ivelchefter,  from  which  it 
is  diftant  northeaft  fix  miles.  The  adjoining  country  to  the  eaft  and  fouth  is 
very  fine,  being  beautifully  varied  with  hills  and  fruitful  vallies,  thickly  interfperfed 
with  villages.  To  the  weft  and  north  it  is  flat  and  woody  for  many  miles,  and  admits 
of  few  agreeable  profpefts.  The  lands  are  principally  pafture.  The  number  of  houfes 
is  forty-one,  twenty-feven  of  which  form  a ftraggling  ftreet,  near  which  ftands  the 
church]  the  reft  are  built  along  the  turnpike-road  half  a mile  to  the  north.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  is  about  two  hundred  and  thirty. 


It 
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It  is  called  in  Domefday-Book  Sprchefordey  and  is  thus  furveyed  under  the  title  of 
^he  land  of  Walter  de  Dowai: 

Fulcuin  holds  of  Walter  Spercheforde.  Eluuacre  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides  and  one  virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  five  caru- 
cates.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates  and  a half^  and  fix  fervants,  and  nine  villanes, 
and  feven  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  feven  Ihillings  and  fix- 
pence  rent,  and  forty  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  pafture,  and 
one  furlong  of  wood  in  length  and  breadth.-  It  was  worth  four  pounds,  now  one 
hundred  (hillings.”* 

In  very  early  times  this  compofed  part  of  the  great  barony  of  the  Lovels,  lords  of 
Caftle-Cary.  12  Hen.  II.  Ralph  de  Sparkeford,  fo  denominated  from  the  place,  held 
one  knight’s  fee  here  of  Henry  Lovel,’’  and  his  defcendants  long  continued  tenants  under 
the  fucceflive  pofleflbrs  of  this  lordlhip.  It  was  however  fometime  held  by  the  family 
of  Burnell,  of  whom  was  Robert  Burnell,  Bifliop  of  Bath  and  Wells  in  the  time  of 
Edward  I.  After  thefe  came  the  Handle’s  and  the  Rogers’s,  fucceflive  mefne  lords  of 
this  place ; but  the  Lovels  were  lords  paramount,  and  from  them  it  defcended  in  the 
fame  manner  as  Caftle-Cary  to  the  Seymours,  the  Lords  Zouche  of  Harringworth, 
Willoughby  Lord  Broke,  and  was  at  length  purchafed  by  Richard  Newman,  efq; 
whofe  defcendant  Francis  Newman,  of  North-Cadbury,  efq;  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr. 

The  living  is  redlorial,  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  in  the  patronage  of  Francis 
Newman,  efq;  above-mentioned.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Newman  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 
In  1292  it  was  valued  at  lOOS.' 

The  church  is  fmall,  having  only  one  aile,  with  a ftrong  quadrangular  embattled 
tower  fixty  feet  high,  and  containing  three  bells. 

On  a brafs  plate  in  the  chancel  is  the  following  infcription: 

“ facet  Slobes?  Cfigfee  filius  et  fieces  Cppfee  ne  ^Claiefiam  auon^ 
tarn  iReftoc  iflmiei  ecclie,  qui  oWjt  26°  Die  SZini  jciif,  mm 

aie^picietur  amen/’ ' 

» Lib.  Domefday.  Lib.  Nig.  Scac.  i.  loo.  ‘ Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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■{Corruptly  fo  called  for  Montacute,  an  appellation  formerly  added  to  it  by  reafon  of 
its  having  been  poffelTed  by  that  family) 

IS  a fmall  parifh  fix  miles  call  from  Ivelcheijer,  lying  in  a fruitful  woody  vale,  under 
the  fouthweit  brow  of  Camalet  or  Cadbury-Caftle,  with  other  /ugh  hills  towards 
the  eaft.  This  parifh  contains  about  thirty  houfes,  which  compofe  a long  ftreet  in  the 
turnpike-road  from  Ivelchefter  to  Caftle-Cary. 

It  was  one  of  the  many  manors  which  William  the  Conqueror  gave  to  Robert  Earl 
of  Morton,  and  is  thus  noticed  in  the  Survey: 

Drogo  holds  of  the  Earl  Sutone.  Bundi  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  caru- 
‘‘  cates,  and  two  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  nine  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs. 
“ There  is  a mill  untaxed,  and  fixteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  eight  acres  of  wood.  It 
was  and  is  worth  one  hundred  Ihillings.”^ 

This  Drogo  was  that  Drogo  de  Monteacuto  or  Montagu,  who  came  over  with  the 
Conqueror’s  army,  and  was  rewarded  for  his  fervices  with  many  confiderable  eftates  in 
this  county.  The  original  caftle  or  feat  of  this  family  was  at  Montacute,  a neighbour- 
ing eminence,  either  fo  denominated  from  its  acute  fummit,  or  from  Montagu  the  place 
in  Normandy  from  which  they  emigrated;  but  the  feat  of  their  barony  was  Shepton- 
Montacute,  a vill  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  place  we  are  fpeaking  ofi  Drogo  was 
anceftor  of  a long  train  of  progeny,  which  I fhall  trace  hereafter,  all  of  them  poffeflbrs 
of  this  manor,  till  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  Montague  leaving  no  ifliie  male, 
this  eftate  was  divided  between  three  fifters,  Emma  the  wife  of  Thomas  Blundell, 
Eleanor  the  wife  of  John.*Bevyn,  and  Joan  the  wife  of  John  Molyns.** 

J5  Eliz.  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Sutton-Montacute  were  in  the 
pofleflion  of  Thomas  Duport,  efq;  but  now  the  whole  manor  is  difmembered,  the 
fi  eehold  of  all  the  lands  being  in  pofieflion  of  the  occupiers. 

The  lower  part  of  the  village  of  Sutton  is  diftinguiflied  from  the  other  by  the  addi- 
tion of  Crowthorne,  by  reafon  that  this  divifion  or  parcel  was  in  former  times  held  in  the 
houfe  of  Montacute  by  the  family  of  Crowthorne,  who  were  people  of  eminence  in  their 
days,  and  lords  of  Crovv'thorne,  an  adjoining  vill,  from  -which  they  derived  their  name. 

Great  quantities  of  Roman  coins  have  been  dug  up  in  the  fields  of  this  parifii,  it 
being  fituated  near  the  Fofs,  and  the  great  ftation  of  Ivelchefter. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  valued  in  1292  at  eight  marks/  The 
patronage  is  in  the  family  of  Leach,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer  theprefent  incumbent. 

^ Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Inq.  poft  Mort.  capt.  ap.  Bridgwater,  25  Sepf.  2 Hen.  VIII. 

''  * Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  confifts  of  one  aile,  having  a 
tower  containing  three  bells. 

In  the  chancel  is  an  old  brafs  plate  to  the  memory  of  James  Duport,  lord  of  this 
manor,  and  Emma  his  wife,  and  Thomas  their  fon,  v/ith  a long  train  of  funereal 
fentences  in  Latin  verfe,  from  Job  xix.  i Cor.  xv.  20.  Pfal.  xvi.  9.  and  Phil.  iii.  20.-^ 


WESTON-BAMPFYLDE 


lES  northweft  from  Sutton-Montis,  to  which  parilh  it  is  contiguous.  It  confifts 


J— / of  only  fixteen  houfes,  twelve  whereof  ftand  near  the  church,  and  the  reft  compole 
the  hamlet  of  Little-Weston,  half  a mile  to  the  eaft.  The  lands  are  moffly  pafture 
and  meadow. 

At  the  time  that  the  Norman  furvey  was  compofed,  this  place  was  a member  of  the 
great  manor  of  North- Cadbury,  as  we  learn  from  the  following  extract: 

To  this  manor  [viz.  Cadeberie]  is  added  Westone.  Alwi  held  it  in  the  time  of 
“ King  Edward  for  a manor,  and  might  go  where  he  would.*  He  gelded  for  two  hides, 
and  two  virgates  and  a half  of  land.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate  and  a half,  and  two 
fervants,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  one  plough.  There  is  half  a mill  paying  forty-five 
pence,  and  twenty-four  acres  of  meadow  j a wood  two  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong 
broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  forty  Ihillings.  Richard  holds  it  of  Turftin  [Fitz-Rolf.”’’] 

This  territory  in  fucceeding  times  chiefly  compofed  the  demefnes  of  the  manor  of 
Weftonj  but  there  was  a portion  of  land  fevered  from  the  reft,  which  was  held,  both 
before  and  after  the  Conqueft,  by  Alwine  a Saxon. 

‘‘  Alwine  holds  of  Turftin  Westone.  The  fame  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  half  a hide.  The  arable  is  half  a carucate:  but  there  is  one  carucate 
with  one  villane.  It  is  worth  ten  Ihillings.”'' 

This  disjointed  piece  of  land  feems  to  have  been  what  we  now'  call  Little-Wejion, 

At  a very  early  period  the  manor  of  Wefton  began  to  be  the  property,  and  the  place 
, the  refidence  of  the  ancient  family  ofBaumfilde,  now  written  Bampfylde-,  from  whom  it 
derived  its  additional  name.  ' 

The  firft  of  this  family  that  appears  upon  record  Is  Richard  Baumfilde,  who  married 
a daughter  of  John  Haftings  about  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  King  John,  or  the 
beginning  of  that  of  Henry  III.  John  the  fon  of  this  Richard  Baumfilde  married  Joan 
daughter  of  William  Hoxham,  of  Hoxham  near  Poltimore  in  Devonflwre,^  and  by  her 


Lib.  Domefday, 
VoL.  IL 


® That  is,  he  was  a freeman,  and  could  difpofe  of  his  land  wherever  he  went. 
Domefday,  ^ Ibid,  ^ Sir  William  Pole’s  MS.  Survey  of  Devon. 
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had  iffue  John  Baumfilde,  lord  of  Poltimore  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  To  whom 
lineally  fucceeded  five  other  Johns,  of  whom  the  laft  dying  without  ilTue,  his  brother 
Thomas  inherited  the  eftates. 

This  Thomas  Baumfilde  married  Agnes  daughter  of  Adam  Copleftone,  and  was 
father  of  two  fons,  and  three  daughters. 

John  the  eldeft  fon  took  to  wife  Agnes  the  daughter  and  heir  of  John  de  Pederton,  of 
Hardington  in  this  county,  by  whom  he  had  iflTue  two  fons.  Sir  William  Baumfilde, 
knt.  and  Peter,  who  was  of  Hardington  j as  alfo  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  married  to 
Henry  Fraunceis  of  Combe-Flory,  and  Thomafine., 

Sir  William  Baumfilde,  fon  and  heir  of  John  above-mentioned,  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Walter  Paunceford,  of  Compton-Paujiceford,  and  had  ifllie 

Walter  Baumfilde  his  heir,  who  married,  firft,  Grace'  daughter  of  S ir Ralph  Pudfey, 
knt.  and  fecondly,  Conftance  daughter  of  Edward  Langford,  efq;  who  died  childleft. 
This  Walter  died  19  Edw.  IV.  leaving  by  his  firft  wife, 

William  Baumfilde,  efq;  who  married,  firft,  Margaret  daughter  of  John  St.  Maur, 
ahd'fecondly,  Margaret  daughter  of  Nicholas  Kirkham,  and  relidl  of  John  Cheyney  of 
Pinhoe  in  the  county  of  Devon.  By  his  firft  wife  he  was  father  of  one  fon,  Edward,  and 
two  daughters  Margaret  and  Elizabeth. 

Edward  Baumfilde,  his  only  fon  and  heir,  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas 
W adham,  of  Merrifield,  knt,  by  whom  he  had  iflue  one  fon  and  five  daughters. 

Richard  Baumfilde,  his  fon  and  heir,  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Sydenham,  knt.  of  Brimpton  in  this  county,  and  was  father  of  three  fons.  Sir  Amias, 
who  fucceeded  him,  Giles,  and  Richard,  and  nine  daughters.  It  is  commonly  reported 
that  this  Richard  Baumfilde  was  in  his  childhood  kidnapped  away  by  fome  great  perfon 
or  other,  who,  concealing  from  him  his  quality  and  eftate,  committed  him  to  domeftick 
drudgery,  and,  when  he  grew  up,  made  him  his  huntfman.  But  it  fo  happened  that 
one  of  the  gentleman’s  tenants  (being  the  hufband  of  the  Woman  who  had  nurfed 
Richard  when  an  infant)  found  him  out,  and  made  him  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  family  and  fortune,  the  truth  of  which  he  convinced  him  of  by  fuggefting 
to  his  recolledlion  a large  mole  which  he  had  in  his  back;  and  brought  him  away 
privately  to  Sir  John  Sydenham’s  at  Brimpton,  who  helped  to  reftore  him  to  the 
Poltimore  eftate,  and  ga^^e  him  his  daughter  in  marriage.^  He  died  May  29,  ^594, 
and  was  buried  in  the  parifh  church  of  Poltimore. 

Sir  Amias  Baumfilde,  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Clifton,  of  Barrington  in  this  county,  by  whom  he  had  ifllie  fix  fons,  and  four 
daughters.  Richard  the  eldeft  fon  died  without  ilTue,  and  John  the  fecond  fon  fuc^ 
ceeded  to  the  eftate. 

* So  the  Baronetage;  but  Sir  William  Pole  fays  Joan, 
f See  the  Engli/h  Baronetage  by  Wotton,  who  had.  his  information  from  one  of  this  family. 

Which 
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Which  John  was  member  of  Parliament  for  Tiverton,!  James  I.  and  for  the  county 
of  Devon,  3 Car.  I.  He  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Thomas  Drake,  efq;  and 
by  her  had  iffue  eight  fons  and  feven  daughters.  He  was  fucceeded  in  the  family  eftates 
by  John  the  third  fon,  who  fat  in  Parliament  as  Member  for  Penryn  in  Cornwall,  and 
17  Car.  I.  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a baronet.  He  married  Gertrude  daughter 
of  Amias  Copleftone,  efq;  and  coheir  to  her  brother  John  Copleftone,  of  Copleftone 
and  Warleigh  in  the  county  of  Devon,  efq;  by  whom  he  was  father  of  five  fons  and 
eight  daughters. 

Sir  Copleftone  Bampfylde,  bart.  the  eldeft  fon-  and  fucceflbr  of  Sir  John  Bampfylde, 
received  his  education  at  Corpus  Chrifti  College  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  During 
the  civil  diflentions  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  he  ftiewed  himfelf  a loyal  fubjedt  to  the 
King,  by  endeavouring  to  promote  peace  and  unanimity-  among  the  difaffefted,  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  Devonlhire,  of  which  county  after  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II. 
he  was  high-fheriff  and  knight  for  the  ftiire.  He  died  of  the  gout  at  Warleigh,  A.D. 
1691,  and  was  buried  at  Poltimore,  having  been  twice  married,  firft  to  Margaret 

daughter  of Bulkeley,  of  Burgate  in  Hampfhirc,  efq;  by  whom  he  had  two  fons, 

John  Copleftone  Bulkeley,  who  died  without  iffue;  and  Hugh,  who  died  by  a fall 
from  his  horfe  in  his  father’s  life-time;  and  one  daughter,  Margaret,  who  died  an 
infant.  His  fecond  wife  was  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Courtenay  Pole,  of  Shute  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  bart.  by  whom  he  had  no  iffue. 

Hugh  Bampfylde,  efq;  who  (as  we  before  obferved)  died  in  the  life-time  of  his 
father,  married  Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  J ames  Clifford,  of  W are,  efq;  by  whom  he 
left  two  fons,  Sir  Copleftone  Warwick,  who  fucceeded  to  the  title  and  eftates ; and 
John,  who  was  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Devon,  and  afterwards  for  the 
city  of  Exeter,  and  married,  firft;  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  — — Ballet,  of  Heanton- 
Court  in  the  county  of  Devon,  efq;  and  fecondly,  Margaret  daughter  and  foie  heir  of 
Sir  Francis  Warre,  of  Heftercombe,  by  whom  he  was  father  of  the  prefent  Copleftone 
Warre  Bampfylde,  of  Heftercombe,  efq.  The  name  of  Hugh  Bampfylde’s  daughter 
was  Margaret,  who  died  in  her  infancy. 

Sir  Copleftone  Warwick  Bampfylde,  eldeft  fon  of  the  faid  Hugh,  fucceeded  his 
grandfather  in  his  title  and  eftate.  He  reprefented  the  city  of  Exeter  in  parliament 
9 Anne,  as  he  did  alfo  the  county  of  Devon  in  the  1 2th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  and 
in  every  fucceeding  parliament  till  his  death,  which  was  in  1727.  By  Gertrude  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Carew,  of  Anthony  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  bart.  he  left 
iffue  Sir  Richard  Warwick,  his  fucceflbr,  and  one  daughter,  Mary,  wlio  married  Sir 
Coventry  Carew,  bart. 

Sir  Richard  Warwick  Bampfylde  was  knight  of  the  fnire  for  the  county  of  Devon, 
He  married  Jane,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Col.  John  Codrington,  of  Wraxhall  in  this 
county,  by  whom  he  had  feveral  foils  and  daughters;  dying  in  1776,  he  was  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eftate  by 

Sir  Charles  Warwick  Bampfylde,  the  prefent  baronet,  member  of  parliament  for 
Exeter,  and  poffeffor  of  the  manor  of  Wefton. 
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The  church  of  Wefton  in  1292  was  valued  at  one  hundred  Ihillings.®  It  is  areftory 
in  the  deanery  of  Cary.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Goldfborough  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

It  is  a plain  fingle  building,  having  only  one  aile,  with  a tower  containing  three  bells, 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  there  is  an  old  mural  monument  of  white  marble, 
' infcribed — “ Grace,  the  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Ann  Lydford  of  this  parifli,  and 
wife  of  Nathaniel  Mift  of  London,  changed  this  life  for  a better.  Sept.  17,  1726,  in 
Carter-lane,  Londons  and  was  Aere  buried  j aged  36  years.” 

On  a flat  ftone: — Here  lies  the  body  of  Ann,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Wilkinfon, 
fometime  reftor  of  this  place,  and  wife  of  Thomas  Combeftocke,  redlor  of  the  fame, 

who  died  May  8,  17 ii, Alfo  the  Rev,  Mr,  Thomas  Combeftocke  aforefaid,  who 

died  July  1720,” 

8 Taxat.  Spiritual, 
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This  hundred  lies  in  the  northeaft  part  of  the  county,  and  takes  its  name  from 
Chew,  its  chief  town,  a's  that  alfo..  is  denominated  from  the  river  Chew, 
whereon  it  ftands.  This  river  rifes  at  Chewton  under  Mendip,  and  likewife 
communicates  its  name  to  that  place,  and  to  Chev^ton-Keyniham,  near  which  it  joins 
.its  waters  with  the  Avon. 

In  the  charter  of  King  Edward  the  Confeflbr  to  Bilhop  Gyfo,^  whereby  feveral 
lands  are  confirmed  to  the  church  of  Wells,  the  territory  of  Eipo  [miftakenly  tranf- 
cribed  for  Eipo  or  Eipe^  is  faid  to  contain  fifty  manfions : and  thefe  were  the  villages 
adjacent,  Litelrune,  paepele,'’  Dunbpeej,  and  the  three  Subtunep:  Littleton,  Hafel, 
Dundry,  and  the  three  Suttons.  At  this  day.  it  is  divided  into  the  following  tithings; 

Timfbury 
Clutton^ 

Stowey 
Chew-Stoke 
Dundry 

Norton-Malreward  - 

' a See  Dugdale’s  MonalHcon  Anglicanum. 


Bifhop’s-Sutton 
Knighton-Sutton 
'Knoll  . 
Norton-Hautville 
North-Elm,  and 
Stone. 


* This  is  now  a manor  and  farm  near  Compton-Martin,  but  in  the  parifh  of  Chewton-Mendip. 
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This  is  a large  and  populous'  parilli^  v-ery  pleafantly  fituated  at  the  diftance  of 
fix  miles  fouthweil  from  Briftol,  and  twelve  northweft  from  Wells;  and  extends 
four  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  two  miles  from  eaft  to  weft,  containing  within 
. its  precindls  one  hundred  and  feventy  houfes,  and  eight  hundred  and  thirty  inhabitants. 

The  town  of  Chew  ftands  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  of  that  name,  over  which 
there  is  a ftone  bridge  of  two  arches,  called  ^un-Bridge ; and  a little  below  the  town  this 
river  receives  a rivulet,  which  comes  from  W inford j and  running  under  Port-Bridge, 
in  the  Port-Way^  from  Briftol  to  Wells,  Sprat's -Bridge,  another  county  bridge  of 

two  arches,  make  the  town  a fort  of  peninfula. 

In  former  days  this  was  a borough,  a market,  and  a large  clothing  town,  neither 
of  which  charadterifticsk  belong  to  it  nowj  as  it  retains  no  veftiges  of  privilege  as  a 
borough,  nor  any  extent  commerce  as  a market,  and  its  only  manufafture  are  a few 
edge-tools  and  ftockihgs. 

It  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Chew-Magna,  on  account  of  Its  being  larger  than 
other  places  of  a fimilar  name,  and  by  that  of  Bijhof  s-Chew,  as  having  In  very  ancient 
times  belonged  to  the  Bilhops  of  Wells,  of  whofe  revenues  in  this  place  at  the  time 
of  the  Conqueft  we  read  the  following  detail  in  the  great  Norman  Survey: 

‘‘  The  fame  Biftiop  [I.  e.  Gyfo  of  Wells]  holds  Chiwe.  He  held  it  in  the  time 
“ of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  thirty  hides.  The  arable  is  fifty  carucates.  Thereof 
in  demefne  are  four  hides,  and  there  are  fix  carucates,  and  fourteen  fervants,  and 
thirty  villanes,  and  nine  cottagers,  with  twenty-four  ploughs.  There  are  three 
“ mills  of  twenty  fhillings  rent,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow,  and  fifty  acres  of 
“ pafture.  A wood  two  miles  long,  and  half  a mile  broad.  It  is  worth  to  the  Bifhop 
thirty  pounds. 

**  Of  the  land  of  this  manor  Richard  holds  of  the  Bifhop  five  hides.  Rohard  fix 
hides.  Stefan  five  hides.  Aluric  feven  virgates.  Uluric  two  hides.  In  demefne 
there  are  feven  carucates,  and  eight  fervants,  and  eighteen  villanes,  and  twenty-feven 
cottagers,  with  ten  ploughs.  There  are  two  mills  of  ten  fhillings  rent.  Among  ail 
it  is  worth  thirteen  pounds.”'* 

This  Bifhop  Gyfo  was  a Frenchman,  a native  of  a fmall  village  called  Saint  Trudo, 
in  the  territory  of  Haivan,  and  in  the  province  of  Lorraine.  He  was  in  great  favour 
with  Edward  the  Confeffor,  after  whofe  death,  fearing  the  confequences  of  Elarold’s 
ufurpation,  he  fled  into  foreign  parts,  and  there  continued  till  he  heard  of  the  vido- 


* That  is,  the  City  or  Town-way.  See  a curious  note  on  this  Atbjefl  In  Mr.  Warton’s  excellent  Hiftory  of 
Kiddington,  p.  56. 
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rious  Norman  being  feated  on  the  throne.  He  then  returned,  and  the  Conqueror  not 
only  reftored  him  to  the  dignity  he  had  abandoned,  but  reinftated  his  church  of  Wells 
in  thofe  lands  of  which  it  had  been  difpoiTefled,  and  of  which  the  place  in  queftion  was 
a part.  Subfequent  Monarchs  enriched  the  burgh  of  Chew  with  many  and  great 
privileges  j and  thefe  polTefiions  continued  in  the  fee  of  Bath  and  Wells  till  the  fecond 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  when,  in  purfuance  of  a licence  from  the  King, 
Bifhop  William  Barlow  alienated  the  manor,  the  borough  and  hundred,  with  all 
fervices  appertaining  thereto,  as  alfo  the  vills  of  Stone  and  Sutton,  to  Edward  Duke  of 
Somerfet  the  protedtor.  But  upon  his  attainder  it  reverted  to  the  Crown,  and  was 
granted  to  Lord  Lumley,  who  35  Eliz.  fold  the  fame  partly  to  Sir  Francis  Popham, 
and  partly  to  Edward  Baber,  efq;  ferjeant  at  law,  viz.  the  royalty,  leet,  and  the  overland, 
or  that  little  which  paid  tithe  to  the  Bilhop,  to  Popham  j but  the  Bifhop’s  houfe, 
demefnes,  &c.  to  Baber.  The  manor  itfelf  continued  in  the  family  of  Popham  till,  in 
the  year  1766,  Edward  Popham,  efq;  knight  of  the  fliire  for  the  county  of  Wilts,  fold 
it  with  that  of  North-Elm  to  Richard  Summers,  efq;  who  is  the  prefent  poffelTor. 

The  demefnes  of  this  manor  lay  chiefly  in  the  tithings  of  North-Elm  and  Knoll, 

There  are  four  tithings  in  this  parifli,  viz,  ^ 

1.  North-Elm,  7 t • 1 

„ }>  above-mentioned. 

2.  Knoll,  j 

3.  Stone, 

4.  Bishop’s-Sutton,  fo  called  from  its  having  formerly  belonged  to  the  Bifliops  of 
the  diocele. 

Befides  which  there  are  the  following  hamlets : 

1.  SuTTON-WiCK, 

2.  North-Wick, 

3.  Sutton-North,  otherwife  called  Knighton-Sutton  and  Sutton-Militisy  from  its 
having  been  anciently  polfeAfed  by  the  knightly  family  of  the  St,  Loes.  This  place 
formerly  gave  name  to  a family.  By  an  inquifition  taken  20  Edw.  III.  William  de 
Sutton  is  certified  to  hold  half  a knight’s  fee  here,  which  Walter  de  Sutton  formerly 
held  of  the  Bilhop  of  Bath."  Whether  it  came  to  the  St.  Loes  by  defcent  or  purchafe, 
is  not  certain;  but  7 Hen.  VI.  John  Saintelo  is  certified  to  hold  this  half  fee.^  This 
John  Saintelo  or  St.  Loe  was  a knight,  and  lord  alfo  of  Walley,  an  adjoining  manor. 
He  married  Eleanor  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Arundel,  knt.  by  Catherine  daughter 
and  coheirefs  of  Sir  John  Chydiock,  knt.  and  dying  2 ill:  of  Sept.  24  Hen.  VII.  left 
ilTue  John  St.  Loe  his  fon  and  heir  aged  fixteen  years  and  a half." 

When  Leland,  our  celebrated  topographical  antiquarian,  made  his  itineraiy,  this 
feat  of  the  St.  Loes  feems  to  have  been  one  ef  his  ftations  in  furveying  this  county, 
as  appears  by  feveral  excurfions  he  made  from  hence,  when  he  tells  us  fuch  places  arc 
fo  far  diftant  from  Southtouriy  where  (faith  he)  Syr  John  Sainfte  Lo  hath  an  olde 
“ maner  place. 
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The  family  of  St.  Loe®  were  pofleflbrs  of  this  manor,  till  Sir  William  St.  Loe, 
captain  of  the  guards  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  ftiled  chief  butler  of  England,  fettled 
it,  with  other  pofieffions  in  this  neighbourhood  and  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  on  his 

lady,  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of Flardwick,  of  Hardwick  in  Derbyfhire.  Which 

lady  had  four  hufbands,  the  firft  of  whom  was  named  Barloe,  and  died  before  they  were 
bedded,  being  both  very  young.  Her  fecond  hufband  was  Sir  William  Cavendifh, 
who  had  fix  children  by  her.  On  his  death,  fhe  married  this  Sir  William  St.  Loe,  by 
whom  Ihe  had  no  ifllie.  Her  fourth  hufband  was  George  Earl  of  Shrewfbury.  But  Sir 
William  St.  Loe  having  fettled  all  his  great  eftate  on  her,  flie  gave  the  greateft  part  of 
it  to  her  fecond  fon  Charles  Cavendilh,  (brother  to  William  the  firft  Earl  of  Devonftiire) 
whofe  fon  William  was  afterwards  created  Lord  Ogle,  and  i8  James  I.  Vifcount 
Mansfield;  and  3 Car.  I.  Baron  Bolfover  and  Earl  of  Newcaftle;  and  having  fortified 
that  town  for  Charles  the  Firft,  in  the  19th  year  of  his  reign  he  was  created  Duke  of 
Newcaftle.  Flying  beyond  fea,  his  eftate  was  confifcated,  and  this  manor,  with  Stoke 
and  fome  other  lands  hereabout,  was  fold  away.  The  manor-houfe,  called  Sutton- 
Court,  was  purchafed  in  truft  by  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  Edward  Baber  (which  Edward 
had  a leafe  on  it  for  lives  before)  for  the  ufe  of  her  fon  by  Samuel  Jep,  on  whom  ftie 
fettled  it  in  marriage.  But  the  faid  Samuel  Jep  dying  without  ifllie  male,  and  the 
remainder  being  vefted  in  her,  fhe  fettled  it  on  J ohn,  the  fon  of  her  fecond  hufband 
William  Strachey,  in  marriage  with  Jane,  daughter  and  coheir  of  George  Hodges,  of 
Wedmore,  efq;  and  their  heirs;  in  which  family  it  ftill  continues,  being  now  the  eftate 
of  Henry  Strachey,  efq;  member  of  parliament  for  Biftiop’s-Caftle  in  Shropfhire. 

The  arms  of  St.  Loe  remain  in  the  houfe,  and  were,  in  a large  parlour  built  A.  D. 
1558  by  the  lady  above-mentioned,  quartered  with  Ragland,  Irwood,  Pointz,  Afton, 
Fitz-Payne,  Ancel,  Rivers,  Malet,  and  Fitz-Nichols. 

The  parilh  of  Chew  produces  a red  bolus,  called  by  the  inhabitants  ruddle^  which 
is  much  ufed  for  marking  Iheep,  and  frequently  ufed  by  the  apothecaries  as  a fubftitute 
for  the  Armenian  bole. 

Not  far  from  the  town  are  the  veftiges  of  an  ancient  Roman  encampment,  called 
from  its  fhape  Bow-ditch,  being  of  a circular  form  with  triple  ramparts,  and  command- 
ing a fine  profpedl  of  the  Briftol  Channel. 

Chew  gave  birth  to  Sir  John  Champneys,  a merchant  of  London,  and  lord-mayor 
of  that  city,  A.  D.  1535.  He  ftands  recorded  for  being  the  firft  perfon  who  ever  built 
a turret  to  a private  houfe  in  London.'* 

The  living  of  Chew  is  a peculiar,  and  one  prefentation  with  Dundry.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Lindfey  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall  the  prefent  incumbent.  It  is  mother 
church  to  Stoke,  Stowey,  and  Norton.  In  1292  it  was  valued  at  fifty  marks.' 

Biftiop  Ralph  de  Salopia  appropriated  this  church  menfa  epjcofali,  and  referving  the 
tithes  of  the  demefne  lands,  endowed  the  vicar  with  the  refidue. 

* Of  this  family  fee  more  under  the  article  of  Newton-St.  Loe. 

Fuller’s  Worthies,  Stow’s  Survey,  &c.  * Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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The  church  is  a large  pile,  confifting  of  a’nave  and- fide  ailes,-  one  hundred  and  fix  feet 
in  length,  and  fixty  in  breadth.  At  the  weft  end  is  a well-built  tower,  one  hundred  and 
three  feet  high,  with  an  open  balluftrade  and  turret  at  one  corner,  a clock  and  fix  bells. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  north  aile  is  a large  old  tomb  of  Sir  John  St.  Loe  and  his 
lady,  who,  Leland  fays,  was  grandfather  to  that  Sir  John  St.  Loe  in  his  time  living  at 
this  place.  On  this  tomb  lies  the  effigies  of  Sir  John  in  armour,  of  a gigantick  fize, 
being  feven  feet  four  inches  long,  and  two  feet  four  inches  acrofs  the  ftioulders.  His 
head-piece  is  under  his  head,  and  he  lies  crofs-legged,  to  denote  his  having  been  at 
Jerufalem,  with  a lion  at  his  feet,  and  a collar  of  SS  about  his  neck.  The  female 
figure  is  much  defaced;  her  head-drefs  like  that  worn  by  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  her 
robe  gathered  round  her  neck,  whereon  is  a gold  chain  reaching  to  the  top  of  her  ftays. 

On  a grave-ftone  hard  by  is  the  following  fentence: UJCOJ 

3foani0  ^amtelo,  arm,  que  ob,  1443*” 

On  the  fides  of  Sir  John  St.  I.oe’s  monument  the  family  arms  are  cut  in  ftone,  viz. 
On  a bend  three  annulets,  over  all  a label  of  three  points.  The  fame  arms  are  alfo  in 
the  roof  of  the  aile  (which  is  thought  to  have  been  built  by  Sir  John)  impaled  with  a 
pair  of  wings  conjoined,  the  arms  of  Fitz-Payne.  In  the  fame  roof  are  alfo  the  arms  of 
Biffiop  Beckington;  and  in  another  efcutcheon  the  five  wounds  of  our  Saviour.  There 
was  formerly  an  infcription  round  the  roof  in  wood,  but  now  effaced. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aile,  which  belonged  to  the  manor-houfe,  is  a large 
freeftone  monument,  containing  the  effigies  of  Edward  Baber,  efq;  and  Catherine  his 
wife;  and  on  feveral  tablets  the  following  memorials  to  that  family: 

‘‘Memoriae  et  honor!  facrum  V.  Cl.  Edwardi  Baber,  fervientis  ad  legem;  qui 
pietate  morum,  gravitate,  fcientiaque'juiis  municipal,  confpicuus,  et  inter  ornamenta 
fui  feculi  communi  bonorum  hominum  fuffragio  numeratus,  obitu  prseveloci  fuam 
mortalitatem  finivit  23°  Scptembris,  A.  D.  MDLXXVIII.  Vixit  annosXLVII.” 

“ Memoriae  S.  Francifci  Baber,  de  Chew-Magna,  armigeri,  qui  officio  Irenarchs 
com.  Somerfet.  fub  Elizabetha  Regina,  Jacoboet  Carolo  Regibus,  cum  laude  fun<5tus, 
obljt  9®  die  Septembris,  A.D.  MDCXLIII.  Vixit  annos  LXXVIII,  dies  XV.” 

- “ M.  S.  Annae  filiae  Willielmi  Whitmore,  de  Appleby  in  com.  Salop,  arm.  'nuper 

uxoris  praedidli  Francifci  Baber,  a quo  fufceptos  Francifcum  et  Jacobum  filios;  Annam, 
Mariam  et  Janam  filias,  fuperftites  reliquit.  -Vixit  annos  lxxx.  men.  vii.  obijt  die 
XXX  Decem.  A.-D.  MDCL.  Cujus  corpus  in  Ecclefia  S.  Petri  Bathon.  fepultum  jacet. 
Fran.  Baber,  arm.  LL.D.  matri  fuae  B.  M.  hoc  cenotaphium  P.  C.” 

“ In  memoriam  Catharlnse  Baber,,uxoris  Edw.  Baber,  fer.  ad  leg.  filise  Thomse  Leygh, 
de  Stone-Leygh  in  comiF  WarwicT  Equitis  aurati.  obijt  x°  Martij,  A.  D.  MDCI.” 

“ Eiufdem  Francifci  Baber  corpus  in  infra  pofito  conditorio  (quod  ipfe  extruxit)  In 
fpe  beatae  refurreftionis  fepultum  requiefcit.”  The  arms  of  Baber,  viz.  Argent^  on  a 
{tkgulejy  three  hawks’  heads  erafed,  of  the  firft,  are  ircvp^iltd  'vAxK  JVhitmorej  vert,  fretty 
e)r,  and  with  Leigh  of  Stonely,  gules,  a crofs  engrailed  argent, 
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At  the  foot  of  this  tomb  there  is  an  old  ftone  in  the  floor,  with  the  following  broken 
mfcription:  ^ati  ^11110  HDomini  fl^ccccliuiii* 

To  the  right  of  the  communion-table  is  an  ancient  mural  monument  of  Ibone,  with  a 
•brafs  tablet  bearing  an  infcription  in  Latin  to  Gabriel  Goodman,  efq;  of  the  family  of 

Goodman  in  Northamptonfliire,  and  two  of  his  fons. Arms:  Per  pale  Jahle  and 

ermine^  an  eagle  difplayed  or  -,  impaling  two  chevronels  Jablsy  between  three  gules, 

I’o  the  left  of  the  communion-table  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  and 
Sienna  marble,  infcribe'd  to  the  memory  of 

Elizabeth  Smith,  who  died  the  8th  of  May,  1745, 

‘^Robert the  13  th  of  Odober,  1745, 

John  the  29th  of  Odober  1745, 

The  children  of  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  vicar  of  this  parifh  thirty  years f ’ who 
-died  the  i6th  of  March  1764,  aged  62.  Ann  his  wife  died  Feb.  4,  1764. 

Arms:  Parted  per  chevron  embattled  azure  and  argent^  in  chief  three  croffes  fitches 
erj  in  bafe  a lion  currant  JaUe^  crowned  or. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a handfome  mural  monument  of  white  marble, 

•infcribed; “ Near  this  place  lyes  the  body  of  Richard  Jones,  late  of  Stowey  in  this 

, parifh  and  county,  efq.  He  was  born  May  the  ift,  1605,  and  dyed  May  15,  1692.. 
He  was  a man  of  univerfal  knowledge  and  good  fenfe,  every  way  ufeful  in  his  ftation 
whilft  living,  and  dying  gave  a noble  infirance  of  his  good-will  to  his  country  and 
'mankind:  leaving  three  thoufand  pounds  to  be  employed  in  public  charities,  at  the 
difcretion  of  his  executors;  one  thoufand  pounds  of  which  were  given  to  the  Merchants- 
shall  at  Briilol,  for  maintenance  -of  feamen’s  widows;  the  reft  was  employed  in  eredting 
and  endowing  free-fchobls  at  Ne^vton  St.  Loe,  and  Stanton-Wick  in  this  county^  and 
at  Wotton-Baflfet  in  the  county  of  Wilts.  He  married  Mrs.  Joyce  Woodward,  by 
-whom  he  had  fix  fons,  Thomas,  William,  Samuel,  two  Richards,  and  John;  and  five 
daughters,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  two  Joyces,  and  Sufan.  As  his  children  were  bleft  in 
a careful  father,  fo  was  he  likewife  happy  in  them,  particularly  in  his  fon  William, 
who  had  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  office  of  attorney-general,  conferred  on  him  by 
King  Charles  the  Second,  his  fignal  eminence  in  his  profeflion  juftly  claiming  his 
prince’s  favour. 

“ Near  this  place  alfo  lye  buried  Joyce  his  wife  ; three  of  their  fons,  Thomas,  Richard, 

and  John;  and  four  of  their  daughters,  Sarah,  two  Joyces,  and  Sufan.” Arms: 

Party  per -pale,  gUles  and  azure,  three  lions  rampant  argent. 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a handfome  mural  monument  of  white  marble, 

on  the  tablet  of  which  is  this  infcription: “ Near  this  place  lies' one  of  the  beft  of 

ohriftians,  of  mothers,  and  of  women,  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  Richard  Jones,  of 
Stowey  in  this  parifli,  efq;  who  was  firft  married  to  Henry  Pinnel,  efq;  of  Naifh-Houfe 
in  the  county  of  Wilts,  by  whom  fhe  had  one  fon  named  Henry.  And  afterwards  to 
Sir  Richard  Hart,  knt.  of  Hanham  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  by  whom  fhe  had  alfo 
one  fon  named  William.  She  was  born  the  17th  of  September  1636,  and  died  the 
I ith  of  November  1714.  To  whofe  memory  tins  fmall  monument  of  filial  piety  and 

gratitude 
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gratitude  is  eredled  by  her  two  fons  Henry  Pinnel  and  Williann  Hart.” Ai'ms : Sahle^ 

a hart  paffant  argent^  impaling  J ones. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  north  aile  is  a fuperb  mural  monument  with  the  fol- 
lowing infcription: ‘‘  Hodges  Strachey,  efq;  eldefl;  fon  of  John  Strachey,  efq;  late 

of  Sutton-Court  in  this  parilh,  died  2 Dec.  1746.  His  firft  wife  was  Margaret  daughter 
of  Henry  Henley,  of  Lee  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  efq.  His  fecond  wife,  Ann 
daughter  of  William  Parkin,  ofBriftol,  merchant.  His  third  wife  Mary,  (one  of  the 
daughters  and  coheirefles  of  Robert  Smith,  of  Nailfworth  in  Gloucefterlhire)  died 
1 9th  Dec.  1764.  Whofe  nephew  and  executor  Robert  Hale  (in  purfuance  of  her  will) 

caufed  this  monument  to  be  erefled  to  their  memories.” Arms:  Argent.,  a crofs 

between  four  eagles  difplayed  gules.  Creft,  an  eagle  difplayed  of  the  fecond. 

On  the  floor  •. Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Mary  the  wife  of  Edward  Clarke,  of 

Chipley  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  efq;  by  whom  fhe  had  a numerous  ifllie.  She  was 
the  foie  daughter  and  heirelfe  of  Samuell  Jepp,  efq;  late  of  Sutton-Court  in  this  parilh 
of  Chew-Magna,  deceafed.  She  died  at  Chipley  upon  the  tenth  day  of  January  1705, 
and  was  here  interred  upon  the  eighth  day  of  February  following,  and  at  her  own  re-- 
quefl;  buryed  in  a lead  coflin,  to  the  end  her  bones  might  not  be  difturbed. 

“ Conditur  hoc  tumulo — fua  molliter  offa  qulefcant, 

“ Semper  et  in  fummo  mens  aurea  vivat  Olympo.” 

Arms:  Barry  of  four,  in  the  dexter  point  in  chief  an  efcallop  lliell:  over  all  an  efcut- 
cheon  of  pretence  quarterly,  Firft  and  fourth,  a chevron  between  three  falcons  clofe; 
fecond  and  third,  three  arrows,  points  downward,  on  a chief  three  moor’s  heads  erafed. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  nave  is  an  old  oval  mural  monument  of  ftone  furrounded 
with  very  antique  ornaments,  which  once  were  painted  red.  On  a black  tablet  is  the 

following  infcription,  much  injured  by  time: Sarah  the  wife  of  William  Lyde,  of 

this  parilh,  gent,  and  daughter  of  Richard  Jones,  of  Stowey,  efq;  having  had  Chrift  her 
life,  found  death  her  gaine,  the  17th  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1662,  and 
of  her  age  the  3 ift.” 

“M.  S.  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Harington,  of  Corfton,  efq;  and  daughter  of 
William  Lyde,  of  this  parilh,  gent.  Died  12th  of  December,  anno  Dom.  1693.” 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  nave  is  a mural  monument  of  white  marble T o the 

memory  of  Major  Samuel  Collins,  whofe  merit  gradually  recommended  him  to  feven 
fuccefiive  commilTions  in  one  regiment  of  horfe ; wherein  he  acquitted  himfelf  with 
honour  and  courage,  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  the  Low  Countries,  Portugal,  and  Spain. 
To  omit  lelfer  actions,  he  had  his  fhare  in  the  battles  of  Gillicranky,  the  Boyne,  and 
Agrim;  in  the  fieges  of  Athlone,  Galway,  Limerick,  Namur,  Eadajox;  and  at 
Barcarotta  firft  proclaimed  Charles  the  Third  in  Spain.  By  his  firft  wife  Elizabeth, 
he  left  iffue  Samuel,  Eliza,  and  Mary;  and  after  twenty-four  years  fatigue  in  war,  died 
here  in  the  year  of peace,  March  20th,  i7i|-,  aged  65.  Quis  generofa  putet  nifi  fortia? 
Thisjnonument  was  ere6led  by  his  two  fons  Samuel  and  Emanuel.”— -—Arms:  Gules, 
on  a bend  or,  three  martlets  azure.  Motto;  Colens  Beum  et  Regem, 
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On  the  eafl  window  in  the  fotith  ail6  lies  the  efligies  of  Sir  John  Hautvil,  a warrior, 
:(of  whom  hereafter)  cut  in  one  folid  piece  of  Irifh  oak.  He  lies  reclining  on  his  left 
■fide,  refting  on  his  hip  and  left  elbow,  the  left  hand  fupporting  his  head.  Between  the 
left  elbow  and  hip  lies  his  fhield,  which  is  two  feet  tliree  inches  long,  and  fourteen 
inches  broad  in  the  wideft  part,  being  of  an  oblong  ihape.  His  right  arm  being 
brought  forward  ovet  his  breaft,  the  hand  refts  on  the  edge  of  the  fhield.  The  under 
or  left  leg  is  raifcd  from  the  hip,  and  the  foot  ])laced  againft  the  fide  of  a lion,  whofe 
open  mouth  is  turned  towards  him,  as  it  were  biting  his  fpur.  The  right  leg  is  fo  drawn 
up  as  for  the  knee  joint  to  bend  in  a right  angle,  the  toes  refting  on  a little  piece'  of 
wood.  The  whole  figure  is  in  armour,  with  a red  loofe  coat  without  fleeves  over  it, 
and  bound  round  the  waift  with  a leather  girdle,  faftened  by  a gilt  buckle;  juft  below 
the  breaft  it  is  faftened  with  a frnaller  belt.  He  has  a helmet  on,  and  fpurs  gilt. 

“ Benefadions  to  the  parifh  of  Chew-Magna. 

“ Mr.  John  Curtis  and  Agnes  his  wife,  of  Chew,  gave  40s.  for  three  fermons  'on 
Midlent  Sunday,  Sunday  after  Afcenfion-Day,  and  Sunday  before  St.  James’s,  yearly 
for  ever.  Alfo  20s.  for  fchooling  one  poor  boy  of  this  parifh  for  ever.  A.  D.  1607. 

“ Mr.  John  Webb,  of  Chew,  gave  lol.  the  ufe  thereof  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh  for 
€ver.  1621. 

“ Mr.  JohnHeale,  fenb  of  Sutton-Wick,  gave  two  parcels  of  ground  in  that  tithing; 
and  20s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh  for  fixty  years.  He  alfo  gave  loL  the 
profit  thereof  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh  for  ever.  *657. 

“ Mr.  John  Tegg,  of  Stowey,  gave  all  his  lands  in  Morton,  after  two  lives,  for  the 
education  of  poor  children  of  this  parifh ; to  be  difpofed  of  by  Mr.  J ohn  Heale  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Sherborn,  and  their  heirs  for  ever.  1684. 

Richard  Jones,  of  Stowey,  efq;  gave  3000I.  to  charitable  ufes,  whereof  5I.  per 
^.nnum  for  ever  is  allotted  for  fuch  poor  of  this  parifh  who  do  not  receive  alms.  1692. 

Madam  Baber,  widow,  by  will  gave  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parifh  of  Chew- 
Magna  the  fum  of  lool.  the  intereft  thereof  to  be  employed  in  binding  out  poor  chil- 
dren apprentices.  The  eftate  purchafed  is  fituate  in  the  parifh  of  Compton-Martin. 

“ James  Selby,  genL  of  Briftol,  by  will  gave  lOol.  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of 
this  parifh,  the  intereft  to  be  diftributed  yearly  among  the  poor  of  Bilhop’s-Sutton 
tithing.  1772.” 

In  the  church-yard  are  the  remains  of  a very  old  crofs. 

The  church-houfe  feems  to  have  been  erefted  by  the  St.  Loe’s,  whofe  arms,  impaling 
Fitzpaine  two  wings  conjoined,  are  cut  in  ftone  over  the  door,  and  the  date  1510. 

Here  is  a charity-fchool,  founded  by  Mr,  John  Tegg  of  Stowey,  in  the  year  1684, 
who  gave  an  eftate  at  Morton  for  the  purpofe,  amounting  to  5I.  los.  per  annum.  The 
^ ;number  of  boys  is  eight. 
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ONTJGUOUS  to  Ciiew-Magna  is  Chevv-Stoke,  v/hich  in  the  Conqueror’s 


time  belonged  to  Gilbert  Fitz-Turold,  or  Thorold,  and  is  thus  furveyed  in  the 
old  record:  ' 

Gilbert  Fitz-Turold  holds  of  the  King  Chiwestoch,  and  Ofbern  of  him,  Edric 
“ held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  a hide  and  a half.  The  arable  is 

two  carucates,  which  are  held  in  demefne,  and  two  fervants,  and  two  cottagers,  and 

twenty  acres  of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of  coppice- wood.  It  was  formerly  worth 
" twenty  fliillings,  now  thirty  fhillings.”* 

This  Gilbert  Fitz-Turold  was  one  of  thofe  nobles  who  conlpired,  with  Robert  Duke 
of  Normandy,  againft  King  William  Rufus,  in  which  adventure  he  bore  fo  great  a 
fhare,  that  all  his  lands  in  England  were  feized,  and  difpofed  of  to  different  perfons. 
To  whom  this  manor  was  given  is  not  evident,  but  the  moft  ancient  poffeffbrs  of  it  of 
any  account  after  the  Conqueft,  were  the  Lords  Beauchamp  of  Hatch,  by  whom  it  was 
held  under  the  Honour  of  Gloucefter.  It  came  in  procels  of  time  to  the  St.  Loe’s^ 
who  fold  it,  and  it  is  now  the  property  (by  a late  purchafe)  of  John  Savery,  efq. 

Walley  in  this  parilh  was  alfo  a manor  of  the;  St.  Loe’s,  as  was 

St.  Cross,  where  was  anciently  a cell  for  four  nuns,  the  foundations  where9f  ftill 
remain,  and  near  it  is  a well  called  Sf.  Mary's  Welly  to  whom  probably  the  houfe  was 
dedicated.  This  cell  was  founded  by  Elizabeth  de  Sandla  Cruccy  a family  who  refided 
in  and  took  their  names  fmm  the  place.  They  had  likewife  the  adjoining  manor  of 
Moreton,  and  lands  in  Nemnst  and  Compton-Martin.'’  Moft  of  thefe  lands  came  to 
the  family  of  St.  Loe;  and  by  an  inquifition  taken  .at  Brewton  26th  June,  26  Hen.  VL 
it  was  found  that  Sir  Jolin  St.  Loe  died  feized  in  fee  of  Walley  manor,  and  of  two 
melTuages,  two  hundred  acres  of  arable,  forty  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  fhillings 
rent  in  the  hamlet  of  St.  Crofs.' 

This  parilh  is  fituated  in  a very  pleafant  woody  vale,  on  the  turnpike-road  from 
Briftol  to  Wells,  and  contains  about  eighty  houfes,  and  four  hundred  and  forty  inha- 
bitants. Here  are  feveral  quarries  of  lime-ftone,  and  of  another  kind  of  granulated 
ftone,  which  works  eafily  for  building;  but  is  of  a reddilh  yellow  colour.  In  thefe 
quarries  are  fome  few  foflils  and  cornu'k  ammonis. 

The  benefice  is  a redtory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Butler  is  the  prefent  patron  and  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  was  built  by  one  of  the  St.  Loe’s, 
whofe  arms,  impaling  thofe  of  Fitzjames,  were  formerly  in  the  windows;  and  there  ftill 
remain  two  coats  of  each  family  cut  in  ftone  on  the  outward  fouth  wall  of  the  church. 

* Lib.  Domefday,  Inq.  poll  Mort,  * Jnq,  poft  Mort.  Joh‘-  St,  Loe. 
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There  are  infcriptions  on  the  floor  to  the  memory  of  the  families  of  Woodward, 
Lukens,  Pickering,  Perry,  and  Webbj  and  the  following  lift  of  benefaftions ; 

“ Mr.  John  Lufli  by  will  bequeathed.  Anno  Dom.  1 567,  to  charitable  ufes  the  fum 
of  forty  pounds. 

' “ Mr.  Edmund  Laggatt  by  will.  Anno  Dom.  1693,  bequeathed  to  the  poor  the  fum 
of  twenty  pounds. 

“ Mr.  John  Brean  by  will  bequeathed,  1723,  to  the  poor  the  fum  of  fixteen  pounds. 

John  Perry,  gent,  by  will  bequeathed.  Anno  Dom.  1727,  to  the  poor  tool. 
“John  Webb,  gent,  (fon  of  Mrs.  Mary  Budge)  bequeathed  by  will.  Anno  Dom. 
1765,  to  the  poor  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds. 

“To  the  charity  fchool  in  this  parifh  1718,  Edward  Colfton,  efq;  gave  5I.  a year 
during  his  life,  and  continued  that  annuity  by  will  twelve  years  after  his  deceafe. 

“ 1732.  Thomas  Bilbie  gave  a bell  471b.  weight,  value  2I.  7s. 

“ 1743.  John  Norcot,  gent,  deceafed,  by  will  gave  20I.  for  ever. 


“April  10,  1718.  Then  began  to  be  eredled  by  fubfcription  a charity-fcool  within 
the  faid  parifh,  for  the  maintenance  of  twenty  free  boys  to  read  and  write,  by  the  fol- 


lowing  Gentlemen  fubfcribers: 

Robert  Paine,  redor  150 

s. 

0 

d. 

0 

W.  Webb,jW. 

1- 

2 

s. 

0 

d. 

a 

Edward  Colfton,  efq; 

5 

0 

0 

John  Webb 

2 

0 

0 

Wm.  Webb,  fen*. 

62 

0 

0 

Samuel  Fifher 

1 

10 

0 

John  Perry 

30 

0 

0 

William  Kirton 

I 

10 

0 

Walter  Webb 

16 

0 

0 

James  Stallard 

I 

I 

6 

Thomas  Dandoe 

5 

0 

0 

Edward  Bilbie 

1 

0 

0 

George  Perrot 

10 

0 

0 

John  Griffin 

1 

0 

0 

Thomas  Cox 

1 1 

0 

0 

Thomas  Webb 

I 

0 

0 

John  Brean 

4 

0 

0 

Richard  Heale 

I 

0 

0 

Thomas  Walker 

2 

0 

0 

Hefter  Webb 

I 

0 

0 

Jof.  Lane 

2 

0 

0 

Rev.  Wm.  Symes 

3 

3 

0 

Richard  Leverfuch 

I 

0 

0 

William  Coomb 

I 

0 

0 

George  Sheppard 

I 

I 

0 

Michael  Webb 

13 

0 

0 

Thomas  Hill 

I 

0 

0 

William  King 

5 

0 

0 

Thomas  Goodfon 

0 

10 

0 

Sufan.  Woodward 

10 

0 

0 

Samuel  Bifhop 

0 

10 

0 

James  Fear 

5 

0 

0 

Robert  Paine,  redor 
William  Webb,  gent. 

5 

of  this 

0 0 

parifh  deceafed,  and  chief  promoter 

of 

the  charity- 

fchool  here  erefted,  befides  his  fubfcription  to  the  faid  charity-fchool,  mentioned  in  the 
table,  and  divers  other  charities  to  the  poor,  did,  by  his  deed  of  ufes  bearing  date 
the  nth  day  of  December  1731,  fettle  the  fum  of  5I.  per  annum  forever,  payable 
out  of  his  eftate  called  Summers’s,  for  cloathing  five  poor  boys,  natives  of  the  faid 
parifh,  who  fhall  conftantly  attend  the  faid  fchool,’* 
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The  parfonage-houfc  is  a very  old  building,  now  converted  into  a parifn  workhoufe. 
On  the  front  over  the  weft  window  thefe  arms  are  cut  in  ftone : — On  a bend  three 
annulets,  over  all  a label  of  three  points,  Sf,  Loe,  impaling  a crofs  wavy.  St.  Loc, 
impaling  Fitzfaine.  St.  Loe,  impaling  a faltire  engrailed  between  four  leopards’ 
heads;  AnJslL  St.  Loe,  impaling  two  bars  dauncettee.  Rivers. 

Over  the  next  window: — Three  unicorns  paflant,  Ragland,  St.  Loe,  impaling  three 
efcallop  ftiells,  Malet.  Three  moor’s  heads  wreathed. 

Over  the  door: — St.  Loe.  A moor’s  head  in  a chaplet  wreathed.  The  rofe  and 
crown.  Dexter  hand  in  a chaplet.  A fefle  between  fix  billets.  On  each  fide  1101110 

Deo:  and  on  a fcroii,  a Dno  faftti  eft  iftuo  quoo  ftatiT  in  anno  Dfu  ajovrie. 

The  St.  Loe’s  arms  are  alfo  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe. 


C L U T T O N 

IS  a parifh  fituated  on  very  high  ground,  ten  miles  fouth  from  Briftol,  ten  north 
from  Wells,  and  twelve  weft  from  Bath,  to  each  of  which  cities  ther^  is  a turnpike- 
road  from  hence.  This  parifti  is  one  tithing,  and  contains  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
five  houfes,  and  nine  hundred  inhabitants.  The  country  abounds  with  excellent  coals, 
the  veins  of  which  are  generally  covered  with  a ftony  ftratum,  which  the  miners  call 
Wark,  It  Iplits  like  Bate,  and  abounds  with  imprefiions  of  fern  and  other  plants.  Over 
this  is  another  ftratum  called  the  Fhorny  Cliff-,  which  is  intermixed  with  arborefcent 
marcafites.  The  coal  is  often  tinged  with  fulphur:  fome  years  fince  one  ftratum 
wrought  here  was  fo  ftrongly  impregnated  with  it,  that  in  all  its  joints  it  feemed  to  be 
covered  with  leaf-gold.  In  another  work  near  three  hundred  weight  of  good  lead  ore 
was  found  growing  to  a vein  of  coal 

This  place  is  noticed  in  the  general  furvey  of  this  kingdom  by  the  name  of  Clutone, 
the  derivation  of  which  is  uncertain.  The  Conqueror  gave  it  to  the  Bifliop  of  Contance: 

“ William  holds  of  the  Bifliop,  Clutone.  Turchel  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
three  carucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  ten  villanes,  and  twelve  cottagers,  with  fix 
ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  thirty  pence  rent,  and  one  hundred  and  feven  acres  of 
meadow.  Pafture  ten  furlongs  long,  and  four  furlongs  broad.  A wood  half  a mile 
long,  and  as  much  broad.  It  was  worth  three  pounds,  now  fix  pounds.”* 

The  firft  notice  that  occurs  concerning  this  manor  in  times  fubfequent  to  the 
Conqueft,  is  in  an  inquifition  taken  after  the  deceafe  of  Robert  Gyene,  wherein  the  faid 
Robert  is  certified  to  have  held  this  manor  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church  for  the 
term  of  .his  life  of  John  de  Greyville,  by  the  fervice  of  paying  to  the  faid  John  and 
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his  heirs  arofe  yearly  for  all  fervices;  reverfionary  to  the  faid  John  de  Greyville,  then  a 
minor  and  in  ward  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  of  whom  the  manor  and  advowfon  are 
certified  to  be  held  by  ijie  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee  and  a half,  and  doing  fuit  to  his 
court  at  Monkton-Farley.**  This  Greyville  or  Grevile  was  progenitor  of  the  Earls  of 
Warwick,  and  in  this  family  (having  pafled  through  the  names  of  Stafford,  Willoughby, 
Broke,  &c.)  the  manor  is  vefted  at  the  prefent  day,  being  the  property  of  George 
Grevile,  Earl  Broke,  and  Earl  of  Warwick.  His  Lordlhip’s  arms  are,  Sable^  on  a crofs 
within  a bordure  engrailed  cr,  five  pellets. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter.  The  Earl  of 
W arwick  is  patron,  and  die  Rev.  Dr.  Morgan  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Auguftine,  is  a handfome  edifice,  confiffing 
of  a nave,  chancel,  and  porch,  all  covered  with  lead.  The  tower  at  the  weft  end  was 
rebuilt  in  the  year  1728,  and  contains  a clock  and  five  bells. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  there  is  a plain  neat  monument  of  white 
marble,  infcribed  to  the  memory  of  John  Newel,  gent,  who  died  Aug.  6,  1771,  aged 
41  years;  with  divers  other  infcriptions  to  the  families  of  Burton;  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas 
Kent,  reftor  of  Glutton,  who  died  May  6,  1715;  Moore;  and  Poole. 

The  chriftenings  are  twenty-fix,  the  burials  eighteen,  on  an  annual  average., 
b E*fc.  26  Edw.  III. 
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The  name  of  this  village  was  derived  from  two  Erfe  words.  Dun  and  Draegh, 
fignifying  a hill  of  oaks,  of  which  wood  without  doubt  there  was  plenty  in 
ancient  times  in  this  neighbourhood ; and  indeed  at  prefent  there  are  remains  of  fome 
oak  groves  in  the  common  northward  of  the  village,  though  they  bear  on  their  ftinted 
trunks  the  marks  of  that  cold  northern  blaft  which  impedes  the  progrefs  of  vegetation. 

It  is  fituated  on  a very  lofty  and  bleak  fpot,  fourteen  miles  weft  from  Bath,  and  five 
fouth  from  Briftol,  and  commands  one  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  beautiful  profpedls  in 
the  weft  of  England. 

To  the  north  and  eaft  the  cities  of  Bath  and  Briftol  are  both  in  view;  the  hills  about 
Caine  and  Devizes,  feen  above  the  former,  bound  the  profpedt.  To  the  right  of 
Briftol  are  feen  the  hills  near  Berkeley  and  Stroud  in  Gloucefterlhire,  and  the  view 
extends  to  the  Malvern  fummits.  From  north  to  weft  the  Severn,  with  the  Welfti 
coaft  and  mountains  for  nearly  forty  miles  in  length,  and  the  Quantock  hills  near 
Bridgwater,  appear  to  view.  To  the  fouth  the  eye  ranges  over  a rich  and  beautifully 
varied  country,  and  fees  Stourhead,  Knoll-Hill,  and  Clay-Hill  near  Warminfter,  with 
the  noble  plantations  of  Lord  Weymouth  and  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  bounded  by 
the  high  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Shaftfbury. 


The 
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The  parifh  is  compofed  of  forty-two  houfes,  and  about  two  hundred  inhabitants} 
and  is  divided  into  the  tithings  of  Eaji-Dundryy  PFefi ~D undry y and  Littleton-,  befides 
which  there  are  two  hamlets,  called  High-Ridge  and  Cold-Harbour  } the  former 
raining  fourteen  houfes,  the  latter  five. 

The  lands  are  about  an  equal  mixture  of  pafture  and  arable,  and  tolerably  good,  but 
from  their  cold  expofure  to  the  winds  blowing  from  the  Channel,  the  crops  are  more 
backward  than  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  county.  The  weftern  fummit  of  the  hill  is  a 
moft  bleak,  dreary,  and  folitary  fituation,  whereon  nature  has  been  very  fparing  with 
h-er  gifts,  and  the  hand  of  art  never  exerted  itfelf  but  in  hewing  out  immenfe  quarries 
m days  of  yore,  and  erecting  one  poor  forfaken  building  for  the  purpofe  of  a beacon- 
houle.  This  building  is  compofed  of  two  Hones  put  flantv/ife  for  a covering,  with  art 
arched  door- way  three  feet  high,  and  two  and  a half  wide.  The  room  within  is  five 
feet  and  a half  long,  and  five  feet  wide.  The  whole  feems  rather  to  have  been  a kind 
of  watch-houfe  to  a bergier,  or  perhaps  the  keeper  of  a beacon,  than  a beacon  itfelf^  as 
no  marks  of  fire  are  diftinguiftiable  in  any  part,  of  its  compofition. 

The  manor  of  Dundry  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Norman  Survey,  having  anciently 
been  a member  of  the  manor  of  Chew-Magna,  and  held  by  the  Bifhops  of  Bath  and 
Wells  till  the  time  of  Edw.  VI.  when  it  was  alienated  from  the  church,  and  given  to 
the  Duke  of  Somerfet;  upon  whofe  attainder  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  pafied 
through  feveral  hands,  till  by  purchafe  it  came  to  the  pofleffion  of  the  family  of 
Popham,  who  enjoyed  it  for  a confiderable  time}  but  in  the  year  1766  it  was  conveyed, 
by  Edward  Popham,  efq}  to  Richard  Summers,  efq;  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  hofpital  of  St.  John  the  Baptift  in  the  city  of  Briftol  had  divers  lands  and 
tenements  in  Dundry,*  which  36  Hen.  VIII.  were  granted  to  George  Owen,  efq. 

15  Ric.  II.  Edmund  Bafiet  pofieffed  lands  in  this  place.’’  There  were  alfo  five 
pieces  of  land  in  Dundry,  given  for  the  fupport  of  a lamp  in  the  church,  which  lands, 
after  the  dilfolution  of  chantries,, 7 Edward  VI.  were  granted  to  Thomas  Reeve  and. 

George  Cotton,  and  by  them  fold  to  Hugh  Tynte,  clerk,  and Cocks  ofWraxalL 

I Mary,  Tynte  and  Cocks  fold  the  fame  to  Peyton  and  others,  as  feoffees  for  the 
parifh.'^ 

The  living  is  annexed  to  Chew-M'agna,  and  is  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bed--  ' 
minfter.  It  was  always  heretofore  confidered  as  a chapel  to  the  above-named  church. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,^.  Hands  on  the  top  of 
a very  high  hill,,  and  is  feen  at  an  immenfe  diHance  both  by  fea  and  land.  It  confiHs 
of  a nave,  north  aile,  and  chancel.  At  the  weH  end  is  a beautiful  tower  with  cluHered 
open  turreted  pinnacles,  fifteen  feet  high  above  the  battlements,  and  containing  a clock 
and  fix  bells.  NotwithHanding  the  elevated  fituation  of  this  church,  it  is  very  damp. 

AgainH  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a neat  monument  of  white  and  mottled, 
marble,  erefted  “In  memory  of  William  Symes,  gent,  of  this  parifli,  who  died 

» Pat,  i6Ed.  ir.  ‘ Rot.  Pari.  ' Taken  from  a Deed  in  the  church  chefl:  of  Dundry,  Nov.  1786. . 

••  See  vol.  i.  p.  76,  note  1. 
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Nov.  6,  1760,  aged  77.  Alfo  of  Benjamin  Symes,  gent,  fon  of  the  above  'William 
and  Letitia  Symes,  who  departed  this  life  July  3,  1779,  aged  49.  Alfo  of  William 
Symes,  gent,  fon  of  William  Symes  and  Letitia  his  wife  of  this  parifh,  gent,  who  de- 
parted this  life  Sept.  10,  1741,  in  the  1 5th  year  of  his  age.” Arms:  Or,  two  lions 

paflant,  \2Lngntdy  fable.  On  a quarter  of  the  laft  three  bezants:  impaling,  on  a chevron 
gules,  between  three  crefcents  or,  as  many  ftags’  heads  of  the  fame,  cabofled. 

There  is  alfo  a fmall  mural  monument  to  Benjamin  Godwin,  gent,  who  died  April 
12,  1743,  aged  68.  Alfo  to  Anne  his  wife,  who  died  June  10,  1740,  aged  70. 

There  are  likewife  memorials  for  the  families  of  Tibbot,  (arms:  barry,  gules  and 
argent,  a fefs  embattled  fable.'")  Haythorne,  Hellier,  Webb,  Branch,  and  others;  and  on 

a brafs  plate  the  following  infcription: “ In  memory  of  William  and  Martha  Jones, 

of  Bifhport.  She  died  March  3,  1749,  aged  67.  He  died  May  16,  1753,  aged  81. 
He  was  a man  of  well-known  integrity,  and  whofe  natural  abilities  were  fo  great,  that 
by  them  only  he  clearly  comprehended  the  powers  of  the  human  mind;  and  unaided 
by  academical  education,  was  able  to  refute  with  uncommon  fagacity  the  flavifh  fyftems 
ojf  ufurped  authority  over  the  rights,  the  confciences,  or  the  reafon  of  mankind  ! ! 1 !” 

Near  the  church  there  ftands  an  ancient  houfe,  built  by  the  Bifhops  of  Bath  and 
Wells  for  the  refidence  of  an  officiating  minifter,  but  which  is  now  converted  into  a 
poor-houfe.  And  in  the  church-yard  is  a handfome  crofs. 

Dundry  gave  birth  to  Henry  Hellier,  a learned  divine,  and  fellow  of  Corpus-Chrifli 
College  in  Oxford,  A.  D.  1687.  Among  other  things  he  publiffied  a fermon  preached 
before  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  Dec.  4,  1687,  concerning  the  obligation  of  oaths, 
(Pfalm  XV.  4.)  which  was  thought  to  refled;  on  King  James  II.  for  breaking  his  oath 
at  his  coronation. 

The  chriflenings  in  this  parifli  are  on  an  average  twelve,  the  burials  eight. 

* The  lands  of  Tibbot  in  Dundry  do  now  belong  to  John  Blagrave,  efcj. 


NORTON-HAUTVILLE,  or  HAWKFIELD. 

This  vlll,  lying  north  from  Chew,  the  hundred  town,  to  which  parifh  it  is  a 
tithing,  obtained  from  that  circumftance  the  original  appellation  of  Norton  or 
North -‘To'ivn.  The  other  was  added  in  confequence  of  its  having  been  pofTeffed  by  the 
family  of  Hautevilk  or  de  Alta  Villa,  who  were  defcended  from  the  ancient  houfe  of  that 
name  in  the  diocele  of  Seiz  in  Normandy. 

Of  this  name  of  Hautville  lived  many  in  the  reigns  of  John,  Henry  the  Third,  and 
Edward  the  Firfl;  and  Second,  in  all  whofe  wars  they  were  engaged,  and  efteemed 
mighty  warriors. 


Sir 
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Sir  John  Hautville  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third,  and  was  engaged  in  all 
the  wars  of  that  Prince,  and  54th  of  that  reign  was  ligned  with  the  crofs  in  order  to  his 
going  to  the  Holy  Land  with  Prince  Edward.  In  his  old  age  he  is  faid  to  have 
refided  at  Norton,  where  he  feems  to  have  been  fomewhat  of  a terror  to  the  inhabitants,, 
inafmuch  as  they  termed  him  a gianty  and  there  ftill  remain  in  this  neighbourhood, 
between  Chew  and  Pensford,  two  huge  ftones,  called  by  the  common  people  Hautville' s 
Coits,  and  vulgarly  fuppofed  to  have  been  thrown  there  by  this  champion. 

Sir  Gefferey  de  Hautville  was  his  fuccelTor,  and  25  Edw.  1.  was  one  of  thofe  gentry 
of  this  county  who  were  fummoned  to  be  in  London  with  horfe  and  arms,  the  Sunday 
after  the  odave  of  the  feaft  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  in  order  to  attend  the  king  into 
foreign  parts.* 

To  him  fucceeded  William,  and  to  him  Sir  Gefferey  de  Hautville  j but  the  name 
feems  to  have  ended  about  the  comrriencement  of  the  reign  of  Ed.  II.  or  the  beginning 
of  that  of  Edw.  III.  at  leaft  we  find  no  more  of  them  in  thefe  parts.  For  in  the  laft- 
mentioned  reign  we  learn,  from  indubitable  records,  that  the  manor  of  Norton,  then 
called  Norton-Hautville,  belonged  to  a family  who  affumed  their  name  from  Wick  in 
the  pariih  of  Y atton,  where  there  ftill  remains  an  ancient  manor-place  known  by  the 
name  of  Court  de  Wick.’' 

John  De  Wick  is  the  firft  that  I find  poffeffed  of  Norton.  He  was  a perfon  emi- 
nent in  his  days,  and  died  20  Edw.  III.  The  inquifition  after  his  deceafe  fays  that 
he  held  half  a knight’s  fee  here,  which  Gefferey  de  Hautville  formerly  held  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Bath.  His  wife’s  name  was  Egelina,  who  after  his  death  married  to  her. 
fecond  hulband  Robert  Cheyne,  efqj  of  the  family  of  Cheyne  in  Lancafliire,  who  in  her 
right  became  poffeffed  of  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  the  church  of  N orton,  and  left 
them  to  a coufin  of  his  own  name.*" 

It  does  not  appear  when  Robert  Cheyne  the  fecond  died,  but  his  heir  and  fuccefibr 
was  Sir  William  Cheyne,  knight,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  V.  and  feems  to 
have  been  a perfon  of  confiderable  account  and  property  in  this  county  and  Dorfetihire. 
At  his  death,  8 Hen.  V.  he  is  certified  to  have  held  this  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  free  chapel  here  appertaining  to  the  manor,  of  the  Bifliop  of  Bath  and  Wells,"^ 

Edmund  Cheyne,  his  fon  and  heir,  fticceeded  to  the  manor. 

After  him  came  Edward  Cheyney,  whofe  name  is  mentioned  7 Hen.  VI.  as  pof- 
fefilng  half  a knight’s  fee  here.  But  he  feems  to  have  alienated  it,  for  in  the  very  fame 
reign  Walter  de  Sutton  is  certified  in  the  Book  of  Fees  to  hold  that  half  knight’s  fee  in 
Norton-Hautville  which  the  Wykes  and  Cheyneys  formerly  held  of  the  Biihops  of 
Bath  and  Wells.' 


To  him  fucceeded  William  de  Sutton,  ;probably  his  fon  and  heir.  But  I find  no 
more  of  the  manor  for  feveral  reigns,  till  in  that  of  Edw.  VI.  both  the  manor  and  the 
advowfon  and  right  of  patronage  of  the  church  were  found  to  be  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Thomas  Huffey,  efq;  of  Calthorj)  in  Lincolnftiire.  Which  Thomas  Huffey  5 Ed,  VL 
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fold  thefe  pofieffions  to  John  Cutler,  of  Stanfled  in  Suflex,  efq;  and  he  the  year  following 
difpofed  of  the  fame  to  James  and  John  Bifs,  of  Stoke  St.  Michael  in  this  county. 
14  Jac.  I.  James  Bifs  and  James  his  fon  fold  the  fame  to  James  Ford,  of  Norton- 
Hawkfield,  gent.  William  Ford,  A.  D.  1666,  fold  the  manor  to  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Ingelo,  D.  D.  fellow  of  Eton  College  in  the  county  of  Bucks.*^ 

in  this  tithing  of  Norton -Hautville  there  is  an  old  camp  or  fortification,  called 
May's-Knoll,  fuppofed  to  be  Roman.  It  is  encompalTed  with  a fingle  ditch,  the  graff 
whereof  is  higheft  on  the  weft  fide,  and  includes  upwards  of  twenty  acres.  The 
entrance  being  narrow,  is  barred  with  a high  rampart.  The  common  people  tell  us 
that  this  knoll  was  the  refidence  of  Hautville^  (or  Hakilly  as  they  call  him)  the  fuppofed 
giant,  whom  we  have  before  mentioned,  and  that  it  was  from  this  place  that  he  flung 
his  coit. 

The  church  of  Norton-Hautville  has  k>ng  fince  been  deftroyed,  but  the  foundations 
fliew  where  it  once  ftood.  The  advowfon  was  generally  annexed  to  the  manor,  and 
was  fome  time  held  by  the  Babers  of  Regilbury,  and  lately  by  Sir  Charles  Kemeys 
Tynte,  bart. 

In  this  church  were  interred  the  remains  of  Sir  John  Hautville,  and  his  effigy  cut  in 
wood  placed  over  his  monument  j which,  when  the  church  was  deftroyed,  was  removed 
to  Chew  church,  where  it  now  remains,  and  in  the  account  of  which  we  have  defcribed  it. 

There  was  a chantry  in  this  church,  founded  by  one  of  the  Cheynes,  the  laft  incum- 
bent of  which  was  Thomas  Ellys,  who  in  1553,  when  the  chantry  was  diflblved,  was 
allowed  a penfion  of  ik  6s,.  8d. 

'■  JFrom  authentick  evidences. 


N O R T O N-M  ALREWARD. 

IT  may  not  be  foreign  to  the  purpofe  to  notice  (though  it  would  be  ridiculous  to 
controvert)  the  popular  opinion  which  has  prevailed  from  time  immemorial  con- 
cerning the  etymology  of  the  name  of  this  place.  Sir  John  Hautville,  of  whom  we 
have  juft  fpoken,  was  a man  of  prodigious  ftrength,  and  withal  a great  favourite  with 
King  Edward  I.  who  frequented  his  houfe  at  the  other  Norton  in  this  neighbour- 
hood.* The  King,  having  one  day  exprefled  his  defire  of  knowing  the  extent  of  Sir 
John’s  manhood,  and  feeing  a fpecimen  of  his  abilities,  the  knight  undertook  to  convey 
•three  of  the  ftouteft  men  in  his  Majefty’s  army  up  to  the  top  of  Norton  tower.  This 
he  effedled  by  taking  one  under  each  arm,  and  the  third  in  his  teeth.  Thofe  under  his 
arms  made  fome  reftftance,  for  which  Sir  John  fqueezed  them  to  death  ere  he  reached 
the  fummitj  but  the  other  in  his  teeth  was  carried  up  unhurt.  For  this  feat  of  ftrength 


? See  page  99. 
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the  King  gave  Sir  John  Hautville  allhiseftate  lying  in  this  parifh  of  Norton,  obferving 
at  the  fame  time  it  was  but  a Jmall  reward-,  from  whence  (fay  they)  comes  the  furname 
of  this  parifh  of  Norton! 

The  family  of  Malreward,  Maureward,  in  after  days  contracted  into  Marwood,  who 
actually  irnpofed  their  appellation  on  the  place,  were  people  of  eminence  and  diftinCcion 
in  this  county,  and  in  Dorfet,  and  Devon,  and  bore  for  their  arms  a chevron  between 
three  goats’  heads  erafed.  Thefe  Malrewards  polTefled  three  manors  in  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  viz.  Winterborne,  in  Rulhmere  hundred,  Shipton  in  Whitchurch,  and  Kingfton 
in  the  hundred  of  St.  George.’’  In  Devonfhire  they  had  lands  in  Speccot  in  the 
hundred  of  Shebeare,  in  the  time  of  Hen.  III.  of  the  grant  of  Nicholas  Speccot;'  but 
their  principal  feat  was  at  this  Norton,  where  they  had  free  warren  in  their  eftate.'’  In 
a chartulary  of  Kington  abbey  in  the  county  of  Wilts,'  Sir  William  Malreward,  knt.  is 
fet  down  as  one  of  the  principal  benefaCtors  to  that  monaftery,  having  given  thereto  the 
church  of  Twiverton  near  Bath,  and  lands  in  Bromham,  Raymore,  and  Keinton  in 
Wilts.  Geffrey  Malreward  confirmed  the  grant.^ 

This  manor  does  not  feem  to  be  furveyed  in  the  Domefday  record,  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear when  it  came  to  the  family  before  fpoken  of.  The  name  indeed  could  have 
exifted  here  but  a fhort  fpace  of  time;  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  John  Le  Sore  of 
Backwell  is  certified  to  hold  the  manor  of  Northon-Maureward  by  die  fervice  of 
one  knight’s  fee.  20  Ed.  III.  Hawifia  de  Button  held  one  knight’s  fee  here,  which 
John  de  Button  formerly  held.®  7 Hen.  VI.  Thomas  Ruge  is  certified  to  hold  tlie 
fame.’'  23  Hen.  VI.  Robert  Greyndor,  efq;  held  at  his  death  this  manor,  and  the 
advowfon  of  All-Saints  church  here  of  the  abbot  ofKeynfham.^  2 Ric.  III.  Joane 
Barre,  widow,  died  feized  of  this  manor,  with  the  manors  of  Charlcombe,  Pury- 
Furneaux,  and  Cheriton,  leaving  Robert  Baffet,  efq;  Lucy  the  wife  of  Thomas  Choke, 
junh  Joane  the  wife  of  Thomas  Choke,  fenh  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  John  Choke,  and 
William  Strode,  her  next  heirs.''  Baffet,  the  firfl-mentioned,  became  pofleffed  of 
Norton,  and  for  a term  of  years  leafed  it  to  David  Brooke,  efq.  In  1701  the  exe- 
cutors of  Sir  William  Baffet  of  Claverton,  under  the  authority  of  a decree  in  chancery, 
fold  this  and  other  manors  to  Richard  Holder,  efq;  whofe  fon,  Robert  Holder,,  in 
1718  fold  the  fame  to  Francis  Freeman,  and  Samuel  Prigg,  efqrs.  and  it  now  jointly 
belongs  to  Sir  George  Onefiphorus  Paul,  bart.  and  to  Francis  Adams,  efq;  from  their 
mothers,  the  coheireffes  of  Mr.  Freeman. 

Norton-Malreward  is  a fmall  parifh,  under  the  fouth  brow  of  Dundry  hill,  twelve 
miles  weft  from  Bath,  and  fix  fouth  from  Briftol.  It  contains  eighteen  houfes,  and 
about  one  hundred  inhabitants. 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  The  Rev, 
Mr.  Butler  is  both  patron  and  incumbent. 

* Hutchins’s  Dorfet.  ' Sir  W.  Pole’s  MSS.  •'  Cart.  26  Edw.  I.  ® Cartular.  de  Keinton  MS, 

^ Mon.  Angl.  j,  888.  £ Lib.  Feed,  » Ibid.  ‘ Efc.  * Ibid. 
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The  church  confifls  of  a nave  leaded,  and  a chancel  and  porch  tiled.  At  the 
Weft  end  is  a fquare  embattled  tower,  forty  feet  high,  containing  two  bells. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  there  is  a fmall  ftone  infcribed  to  the  memory  of 
Robert  Paine,  formerly  redlor  of  this  church,  who  died  Dec.  ii,  A.  D.  1720,  aged  91. 
And  on  the  floor  another  to  Mary  the  wife  of  the  faid  Robert  Paine,  who  died  Jan.  29, 
1714,  aged  86. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  of  the  nave  is  an  elegant  monument  of  white  and  grey 

marble,  infcribed “ To  the  memory  of  Shute  Adams,  efq;  who  departed  this  life 

on  the  loth  day  of  January  1766,  aged  485  and  of  Frances  his  wife,  who  died  the  26th 

of  January  1775,  aged  55.” Arms:  Quarterly,  firft  and  fourth  vert^  a pale  argent^ 

between  two  griffins  fegreant  or.  Second  and  third,  three  lozenges,  argent. 


m. 


S T O W E Y, 

A Small  parilh  adjoining  to  Chew-Stoke  eaftward,  confifting  of  about  twenty 
houfes,  moft  of  which  are  thatched,  and  fo  furrounded  with  lofty  elms  and  other 
wood  as  not  to  be  feen  at  any  diftance.  In  a lane  near  the  church  a fpring  rifes,  and 
flows  along  the  weft  fide  of  the  ftreet  in  its  way  to  the  river  at  Pensford.  The  Anno- 
tator on  Camden  mentioning  this,  obferves  it  to  be  of  a very  petrifying  quality,  but  at 
prefent  it  retains  no  more  of  it  than  ferves  to  form  flight  incruftations  round  flicks  and 
other  bodies,  which  it  pafles  over.  It  is  very  remarkable,  however,  that  no  perfon 
who  drinks  frequently  of  this  water,  was  ever  known  to  have  the  ftone  or  gravel. 

The  manor  of  Stowey  was  held  in  the  Conqueror’s  time  by  Dodo  a Thane,  as  we 
read  in  the  furvey: 

“ Dodo  holds  Stawe.  Siwold  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for 
three  virgates  of  land.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
and  three  fervants,  and  fix  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  and  a mill  untaxed,  and  five 
c*  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  pafture,  and  three  acres  of  wood.  It  was  for- 
i*  merly,  and  is  now  worth  twenty  Ihillings.”* 

7 Hen.  VI.  it  was  found,  by  an  inquifition  taken  at  Axbridge,  that  John  Candell 
held  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Stowey  in  the  hundred  of  Chew,  which  Hamon  Fitz-Richard 
formerly  held.'’  The  manor  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Jones,  who  refides  here. 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Redclifl^ and  Bedminfter,  and  in  the  patro- 
nage of  the  Bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sayle  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  is  a fmall  ftiaidture,  confifting  of  one  aile, 
with  a tower  at  the  weft  end  containing  five  -fmail  bells.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  nave  is 

t Lib.  Domefday.  ! Lib.  Feod, 

a very 


S T O W E Y. 


Ill 


a very  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  on  the  tablet  of  which  is  this  infcrip- 

tion: “ Sacred  JlO  the  memories  of  William  Jones  of  this  parilh,  efq;  who  died 

Jan.  4,  1748,  aged  69.  He  was  a commiffioner  of  the  peace  in  the  reigns  of  Queen 
Anne,  King  George  the  Firft,  and  of  his  prefent  Majefty;  which  truft  he  difcharged  ^ 
with  great  candour  and  impartiality.  He  was  fecond  fon  of  Samuel  Jones,  of 
Ramlbury  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  efq.  Likewife  of  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  died 
Dec.  26,  1743,  aged  69.  She  was  in  every  part  of  her  life  worthy  of  imitation  for  all 
virtues  and  chriftian  graces.  She  was  daughter  of  John  Strachey,  of  Sutton-Court, 
efq;  by  Jane  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirelfes  of  George  Hodges,  of 
Wedmore  in  this  county.  And  alfo  of  Richard  Jones,  fon  of  the  abovefaid  William 

and  Elizabeth  Jones,  who  died  Marcli  14,  1724,  aged  17.” The  arms  of  Jones 

are.  Per  pale,  azure  and  guleSt  three  lions  rampant,  argent. 

On  a ftone  in  the  chancel  floor: “ Edwardus  Barnard,  hujus  ecclefise  vicarius, 

obijt  Februarij  xii°.  An.  Dom.  1658,  astat.  fux  72.” 

On  another  ftone: “ In  memory  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  A’Deane,  vicar  of  this 

parilh,  who  departed  the  nth  of  September  1773,  aged  58.” 

On  the  outfide  walls  of  the  church  is  found  the  velvet  orange-coloured  mofs,  very 
bright  and  lively. 

In  this  parilh  was  bom  Parfons,  the  Jefuit,  redor  of  the  Englilh  college  at  Rome, 
where  he  died,  and  was  buried  A.  D.  1610. 


TIMSBUR.Y 

IS  a village  pleafantly  fituated  about  eight  miles  weft  from  Bath,  conflfting  of  about 
fifty  houfes,  moft  of  which  form  a ftreet  near  the  church,  which  ftands  on  ele- 
vated ground,  with  a fine  vale  on  the  fouth,  and  commanding  a rich  and  extenfive 
profped.  The  lands  are  moftly  pafture,  and  well  wooded  with  elm,  and  are  worth 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  fnillings  an  acre.  Here  are  feveral  large  coal- works,  from  which, 
and  thofe  at  Glutton,  the  city  of  Bath  is  moftly  fupplied.  The  price  at  the  pit’s 
mouth  is  threepence  per  bulhel.  Varieties  of  folTils  are  found  here,  and  feme  curious 
lichens  and  polypodies.  From  the  top  of  a lofty  eminence  called  Timlbury  Slade, 
ilfues  a fine  fpring  of  excellent  foft  water,  which,  forming  a rivulet,  palfes  through 
the  village.  From  this  high  land  there  is  a beautiful  profped  to  the  fouth  and  weft. 

The  name  of  this  place  has  been  differently  called,  as  Timjhoroughy  I’imeJbarovjey  and 
’Temjburyy  and  in  the  Norman  Record  it  paffes  through  two  appellations.  It  is  tlius 
deferibed  in  two  feparate  parcels,  one  as  the  Bifliop  of  Coutance’s  land,  and  the  other 
as  that  of  Odo  Flandrenfis; 
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“ William  holds  of  the  Bifliop  Temesbare.  Ape  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
" Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carticates.  In  demefne 
“ is  one  carucate,  and  two  fervants,  and  two  villanes,  and  one  cottager  with  one  plough. 
There  are  two  parts  of  a mill  rendering  three  ihillings,  and  twenty-fix  acres  of  mea- 
dow,  and  as  many  of  pafture.  It  was  worth  twenty-fix  fhillings,  now  fifty  fhillings. 

. “To  this  manor  are  added  two  hides,  which  Sibe  held  in  the  time  of  King  Edward 
“ for  a manor,  and  gelded  for  as  much.  The  arable  is  two  carucates,  and  there  are 
with  it  one  fervant,  and  one  villane,  and  three  cottagers.  ■ There  is  a third  part  of  a mill 
“ rendering  two  fliillings,  and  fixteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  as  much  of  pafture.  It 
“ w'as  worth  fourteen  fhillings,  now  thirty  fliillings.”^ 

“ Odo  Flandrenfis  (or  of  Flanders)  holds  Timesberie.  Gonuerd  held  it  in  the 
“ time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates. 
“ There  are  two  ploughs,  and  five  villanes,  and  three  cottagers,  and  a mill  of  forty 
“ pence  rent,  and  forty  acres  of  meadow  wanting  one,  and  thirty-nine  acres  of  pafture. 
“ It  is  worth  three  pounds.”'’ 

In  the  time  of  Henry  III.  thefe  lands  were  the  property  of  the  family  of  Waddone, 
of  whom  was  Henry  de  Waddone,'"  and  in  the  fucceeding  reign  of  Edw.  I.  Humfrey 
de  Waddone,  who  is  certified  to  hold  at  his  death  the  manor  and  advowfon  of 
Tymmerefbarue  of  the  King  in  chief  by  knight’s  fervice.  His  heir  was  Michael  de 
Waddone.''  28  Hen.  VI.  William  de  Paulton  died  feized  hereof,  leaving  for  his  heirs 
Joane  the  wife  of  John  Kelly,  and  Agnes  the  wife  of  Nicholas  St.  Loe.'"  The  St. 
Loes  had  this  manor  fome  time,  but  alienated  it,  and  it  was  afterwards  pofTeffed  by  the 
Sambornes  and  the  Pophams;  it  was  lately  pur  chafed  out  of  Chancery  by  Jacob 
Mogg,  efq;  of  High-Littleton,  Mr.  Crang  of  this  parifh,  Mr.  Savage  of  Midfummer- 
Norton,  and  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Adams. 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  valued  in  1292  at 
nine  marks  three  fhillings  and  fourpence,  out  of  which  a portion  of  ten  fhillings  was 
paid  to  the  monks  of  Farley.^  It  is  in  the  patronage  of  Baliol  College  in  Oxford,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wood  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  edifice  pleafantly  fituated,  and  furrounded  with  fir  trees;  it 
is  fixty  feet  in  length,  and  thirty-two  in  breadth.  It  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  fouth 
aile,  and  porch,  all  leaded;  at  the  weft  end  is  a fquare  embattled  tower  forty  feet  high, 
in  which  are  fix  bells. 

On  an  old  ftone  tomb  in  the  chancel  is  the  effigies  of  a man  in  armour,  and  over  it  is 
a mural  monument  of  ftone,  the  cornice  of  which  is  fupported  by  two  fmall  Corinthian 
columns  at  each  end  three  feet  high.  Of  the  infcription  on  the  tablet  nothing  more 
can  be  difcovered  than  that  the  monument  was  eredted  to  the  memo^  of  Sir  Barnaby 
Samborne,  who  all  his  life  fhewed  his  affedion  to  his  king  and  country. 

On  the  left  is  a neat  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed  on  the  tablet, 
“ Without  this  wall  lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Samborne,  efq;  fon  of  Capt.  Samborne.' 

' Lib.  Domefday.  » Ib.  * Mag.  Rot.  32  Hen.  III.  <•  Efc.  14  Ed.  I.  * Efc.  28  Hen.  VI.  ^ Tax.  Spirit. 
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He  died  06lober  23,  1723,  aged  36.  Within  the  communion  rails  lieth  the  body  of 
Rebecca  Samborne,  daughter  of  the  faid  Captain  Samborne.  She  died  Jan.  20,  1747, 
aged  66.” 


On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a very  neat  mural  monument  of  white  marble, 

infcribed: Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Bartholomew  Deeke,  who  was  forty- 

two  years  reftorof  this  parifh.  He  died  Jan.  16,  1731,  aged  69.  Alfo  the  body  of 
Hannah,  relief  of  the  faid  Bartholomew  Deeke,  who  died  Jan.  3,  i743>  aged  80. 
Alfo  the  body  of  Bartholomew,  fecond  fon  of  the  faid  Bartholomew  and  Hannah 
Deeke,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1721,  aged  22.  Alfo  of  Thomas  their  eldeft  fon,  who 
died  May  25,  1763,  aged  68.” 

In  the  fouth  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  infcribed. 


Within  this  aile  lie  part  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Sambornes. 


Thomas,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Barnaby,  was 
interred  Jan.  30,  1636. 

Mary  Samborne,  June  14,  1658. 
Sufannah  Samborne,  April  3,  1663.  . 

Philadelphia  Samborne,  Feb.  24,  1667. 
Elizabeth  Samborne,  July  17,  1678. 
Mawdley  Samborne,  efq;  Feb.  24,  1678. 
Mary  his  daughter,  Nov.  22,  1694. 


Audry  Samborne,  March  4,  1700. 
Thomas  Samborne,  efq;  Nov.  14,  1715. 
Rebecca  Samborne,  his  widow,  Nov.  15, 
1726. 

Elizabeth  their  daughter,  06t.  19,  1743. 
Mary  their  daughter,  Feb.  3,  1746. 
Martha  their  daughter,  Jan.  12,  1750,” 


In  the  porch  floor  is  a ftone  infcribed: 
“ Rev.  James  Crang,  B.  A.  died  July  30,  1779, 


Lands  in  this  parifh  formerly  belonged  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen’s  hofpital  in  Bath. 

The  annual  number  of  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  is  on  an  average  feventeen,  the 
burials  fixteen. 
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IS  divided  into  three  feparate  parts;  the  firft:,  containing  a great  number  of  parifhes, 
is  fituated  fouthward  from  the  hundred  of  Chew;  the  fecond,  containing  only 
one  parilh,  lies  betwixt  the  hundreds  of  Wrington,  RedclifF  and  Bedminfter,  and 
Winterftoke;  and  the  laft,  containing  alfo  one  parilh,  is  almofl;  environed  by  the  hun- 
dred of  Winterftoke,  and  fituated  on  the  Briftol  Channel.  Its  lords  were  thofe  of  the 
great  barony  of  Chewton  under  Mendip.  17  Edw.  III.  it  was  found  not  to  the  King’s 
damage  to  grant  licence  to  Henry  Fitz-Roger  to  give  the  bailiwick  of  the  bedelary  of 
the  hundred  of  Chewton  to  Thomas  de  Panes,  for  the  term  of  his  life.  And  the  faid 
, bailiwick  is  certified  to  be  held  of  the  King  in  capite  by  the  fervice  of  doing  the  King’s 
executions,  and  the  mandates  of  the  fteward  in  the  fame  hundred.* 

? Inq.  ad  quod  damnum  17  Edw.  III. 


CHEWTON-MENDIP, 

Or,  The  Town  upon  the  Chew, 

IS  additionally  ftiled  Mendip,  by  reafon  of  its  fituation  under  that  mountain,  and  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  Chewton-Keynfham,  fo  called  from  its  vicinity  to  that  town. 
It  lies  in  the  great  turnpike-road  from  Briftol  to  Wells,  being  fourteen  miles  and  half 
diftant  from  the  former,  and  from  the  latter  five,  and  confifts  of  one  ftreet  nearly  a mile 
in  length.  The  parilh  itfelf  is  very  large  in  its  bounds,  extending  fome  ways  four, 
and  others  fix  or  feven  miles.  In  that  part  of  it  which  lies  on  Mendip  hills  there  arc 
many  pits,  where  lead  ore  and  lapis  calaminaris  have  formerly  been  dug  in  large  quan- 
tities; but  there  are  only  two  mines  of  the  latter  now  wrought. 

Q^z  • 
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This  great  manor  was  before  the  Conqueft  the  poflefTion  of  Queen  Editha,  wife  of 
Edward  the  Confefibrj^  but  it  was  foon  brought  into  the  Conqueror’s  hands,  and  held 
by  him  when  the  Norman  Record  was  compofed. 

“ The  King  holds  Ciwetune.  There  are  twenty-nine  hides.  In  the  time  of  King 

Edward  it  gelded  for  fourteen  hides.  The  arable  is  forty  carucates.  Thereof  in 
" demefne  are  eighteen  hides,  and  there  are  nine  carucates,  and  twenty  fervants,  and 
“ two  coliberts,  and  eighteen  villanes,  and  twenty-five  cottagers,  with  nineteen  ploughs. 

There  are  five  mills,  rendering  thirty  fhillings  wanting  five  pence,  and  one  hundred 

acres  of  meadow.  Failure  tv/o  miles  long,  and  one  mile  broad.  A wood  one  mile  in 
“ length  and  breadth.  In  Bath  four  burgelfes  pay  forty  pence.  It  yields  fifty  pounds 
“ by  tale.  In  the  time  of  Queen  Editha  it  yielded  thirty  pounds. 

“ The  abbot  of  Jumieges  holds  the  church  of  this  manor  with  half  a hide  of  land. 

There  are  two  carucates  and  a half,  and  two  fervants,  and  two  villanes,  and  eight 
“ bordars,  and  eight  cottagers.  It  was  and  is  worth  forty  Ihillings.”'’ 

In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  Chewton  was  the  land  of  Geffrey  Martel,  a perfon  of 
eminence,  being  chief  butler  to  the  King,  and  of  an  ancient  family  chiefly  feated  in 
Dorfetfhire  from  the  time  of  the  Conqueft.'  To  which  Geffery  fucceeded  John,  Ivo, 
William,  and  Roger  Martel,  whofe  daughter  and  coheirefs  Joan  brought  it  by  marriage 
tQ  Reginald,  younger  fon  of  Reginald  Fitz-Peter,  who  died  feized  of  it  14  Edw.  I.  having 
held  it  of  the  King  in  chief  hy  the  fervice  of  half  a knight’s  fee.‘‘  After  this  we  find  the 
manor  and  hundred  of  Chewton  in  the  pofTeffion  of  John  de  Vivonia,  who  died  7 Edw.  II. 
and  after  him  Joan  de  Vivonia  is  certified  to  hold  the  hundred  and  manor  of  Chewton, 
reverfionary  to  Reginald  Fitz-Reginald  and  Peter  Fitz-Reginald.'  Which  Peter  Fitz- 
Reginald  foon  after  came  to  the  whole  poffeflion  of  this  manor,  but  died  16  Edw.  II. 
and  was  fucceeded  in  his  eftates  by  Henry  Fitz-Roger,  who  had  married  his  relation.^ 
23  Edw.  III.  this  Plenty  Fitz-Roger  obtained  a licence  from  the  King  to  refound  at 
his  manor  of  Chewton  under  Mendip  a certain  oratory  of  the  order  of  the  Brethren  of 
Sp  Crofs,  near  the  Tower  at  London,  and  to  give  four  meflTuages  and  three  acres  of 
land  in  Chewton  to  the  prior  and  brethren  of  the  faid  order,  for  the  celebration  of  divine 
fervice  therein.^  This  Henry  Fitz-Roger  died  26  Edw.  III.  . In  the  fucceeding  reign 
the  manor  and  hundred  of  Chewton  were  held  by  Sir  John  Bonville,  in  right  of  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  of  the  King  in  chief  by  military  fervice.  He  died  20  Ric.  II.  leaving  by 
the  faid  Elizabeth,  William  his  fon  and  heir.  Which  William  was  alfo  a knight,  and 
having  been  in  the  wars  of  France  in  the  times  of  Henry  V.  and  VI.  had  fummons  to 
parliament  in  1449  by  the  title  of  Lord  Bonville  of  Chewton,  a title  which  ended  with 
his  life  foon  after  the  fecond  battle  of  St.  Alban’s  between  the  forces  of  York  and 
Lancafter,  where  he  loft  his  head.  In  his  time  great  difputes  arofe  between  the  tenants 
at  Chewton  and  the  prior  of  Greenoar  cell  upon  Mendip  within  this  parifti,'’  concerning 
certain  incroachments  made  by  the  miners,  and  fome  outrages  committed  by  the 
tenants.  Thefe  matters  arofe  to  fo  great  a height,  that  a formal  complaint  was  pre- 

^ Lib.  Domefday.  Ibid.  * Cart,  antiq.  •*  Efc.  e Ibid.  ^ Cart,  antiq.  ® Inq.  ad  quod  damnum. 

? It  was  a cell  to  Glaftonbury  Abbey,  now  an  extraparochial  farm  betwixt  Chewton  and  Priddy. 
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£entcd  by  the  prior  to  the  King,  who  commanded  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Choke  to  go 
down  into  the  county  and  compromife  the  difference.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
fetding  the  laws  of  the  miners  of  Mendip,  which  are  ftill  obfervedj  and  at  this  day  a 
court  is  occafionally  held  here,  called  the  Minery  Court,  at  which  all  difputes  between 
the  miners  are  tried  and  finally  fettled.  Any  miner  who  finds  himfelf  aggrieved,  com- 
plains to  an  ofEcer  called  the  Ledreeve,  who  is  obliged  by  his  office  to  attend  to  all 
fuch  complaints,  and  to  fummon  a jury  of  twenty-four  miners,  who  meet  and  hold  a 
court,  wherein  all  fuch  cafes  are  tried  and  adjudged  by  the  laws  of  Mendip,  from  whence 
there  is  no  appeal.  Banifhment  from  the  hill  is  the  higheft  puniffiment  this  court  has 
power  to  inflidtj  they  have  fmaller  of  various  kinds.' 

This  great  barony  of  Chewton,  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  by  the  attainder 
of  Henry  Duke  of  Suffolk,  was  granted  by  Queen  Mary  in  the  firft  year  of  her  reign 
to  Sir  Edward  Waldegrave,  knt.  one  of  her  Majefty’s  privy  council,  and  mafter  of  the 
great  wardrobe.  In  1554  this  Sir  Edward  was  eleiled  one  of  the  knights  for  Somer- 
fetfhire,  and  having  married  Frances  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Nevil,  knt.  died  Sept,  i, 
1561,  leaving  iffue  Charles  his  fon  and  heir,  and  Nicholas  Waldegrave  of  Borely  in 
Effex,  as  alfo  three  daughters,  Mary,  Magdalen,  and  Catherine. 

Charles  Waldegrave,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  of  Staining-Hall  in  Norfolk,  and  of 
Chewton.  He  married  Jeronyma,  daughter  to  Sir  Henry  Jerningham,  of  Coffee-Hall 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  knt.  and  by  her  had  iffue  Edward,  who  fucceeded  him,  and 
two  daughters,  Frances  and  Magdalen. 

Edward  W aldegrave  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  in  1 607,  and  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war  behaved  fo  worthily  in  defence  of  the  royal  caufe,  that  King 
Charles  I.  conferred  on  him  in  1643  the  dignity  of  a baronet.  He  married  Eleanor 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Lovel,  of  Harling  in  Norfolk,  knt.  and  was  father  of  Sir 
Henry  Waldegrave,  bart. 

Which  Sir  Henry  was  ftiled  of  Staining-Hall,  and  married  to  his  firft  wife  Ann, 
daughter  of  Edward  Pafton,  efq;  by  whom  he  had  feven  Ions  and  four  daughters.  To 
his  fecond  wife  he  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Richard  Bacon,  efqj  by  whom  he 
had  fix  fons  and  fix  daughters.  He  died  06t.  10,  1658. 

Sir  Charles  Waldegrave,  bart.  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  was  by  letters  patent  bearing 
date  Jan.  20,  1685-6,  i Jac.  II.  created  Baron  Waldegrave,  of  Chewton  in  the  county 
of  Somerfetj  and  in  February  the  year  following  was  appointed  comptroller  of  the 
King’s  houfhold.  Upon  the  revolution  he  retired  into  France,  where  he  died  at  Paris 
in  1689.  He  married  Henrietta,  natural  daughter  of  James  II.  by  Mrs.  Arabella 
Churchill,  and  by  her  had  two  fons,  James  and  Henry,  and  a daughter  whofe  name 
was  Arabella. 

James,  the  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  being  a perfon  of  great  honour  and  abilities,  ferved 
their  Majefties  Geo.  I.  and  II.  in  the  capacity  of  ambaffador  to  feveral  foreign  courtsj 
ai.d  whilft  he  was  abroad  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  was.  Sept.  13,  1729,  created 
Vifcount  Chewton  and  Earl  Waldegrave.  His  Lordfhip  married  Mary,  daughter 
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f The  laws  of  the  miners  were  printed  at  London  1687,  izjao, 
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of  Sir  John  Webb,  of  Hatherop  in  Gloucefterlhire,  bart.  and  was  father  of  three 
fons,  James  the  fecond  Earl  Waldegrave,  John  .who  died  in  infancy,  and  John  who 
fucceeded  his  brother  as  third  Earl  W aldegrave ; as  alfo  one  daughter  of  the  name  of 
Henrietta.  The  above-mentioned  James  Earl  Waldegrave  died  in  1741,  at  his  feat 
at  Naveftock  in  the  county  of  Effex,  in  the  church  of  which  he  lies  interred* 

James  Earl  Waldegrave,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  fucceeded  his  father  in  titles  and 
eftates;  and  having  gone  through  divers  important  offices  in  the  court  of  his  late 
Majefty,  died  of  the  fmall-pox,  April  28,  1763,  and  was  alfo  buried  at  Naveftock. 
He  married  Maria,  fecond  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and 
by  her  had  three  daughters,  Elizabeth-Laura,  Charlotte-Maria,  and  Anna-Horatia. 
Deceaftng  without  male  iflue,  his  Lordlhip  was  fucceeded  by  his  only  furviving  brother 

John,  third  and  prefent  Earl  Waldegrave  and  Vifcount  Chewton,  who  inherits  this 
manor,  and  poflefles  nearly  the  whole  of  the  parilli.  His  Lordlhip’s  arms  are.  Party 
per  pale  argent  and  gules. 

There  are  certain  fmall  rents  paid  by  fome  tenants  of  this  manor,  called  Sacr afield 
Rents,  which  probably  originated  from  fome  religious  inftitution.*' 

There  is  a large  hamlet  belonging  to  this  parilh,  called  North-Widcomb,  lying 
near  Hinton-Blewet,  about  five  miles  northward  from  Chewton,  and  containing  about 
twenty  houfes.  The  manor  of  this  hamlet  in  early  times  belonged  to  the  barons  Beau- 
champ of  Hatch,  into  which  family  it  came  with  many  other  manors  in  this  county  by 
the  marriage  of  John  de  Beauchamp  with  Cecilia  one  of  the  fifters  and  coheirelfes  of 
William  de  Fortibus.  This  John  de  Beauchamp  died  12  Edw.  I.‘  By  an  inquifi- 
tion  taken  48  Edw.  III.  it  was  found  that  Matthew  Gournay  and  Alice  his  wife  held 
' this  hamlet  for  the  term  of  their  lives,  of  the  grant  of  Alice  late  wife  of  John  Beau- 
champ, who  had  it  in  dower.*"  The  Gournays  had  it  for  fome  time,  and  after  them 
the  Tiptots.  Sir  John  TiptotLord  Powis  died  feized  of  it  21  Hen.  VI.  John  his  fon 
and  heir  aged  eighteen  years.  33  Hen.  VI.  Edmund  Duke  of  Somerfet  held  it  at  his 
death."  Leland  calls  it  Whitecomhe,  and  tells  us  Gurney  was  lord  of  it,  and  of  Riche-' 
monte  caftle  by  Mendepe." 

We  learn  from  Domefday-Book  that  there  was  a church  at  Chewton  fo  early  as  the 
Norman  Conqueft.  This  church,  with  the  appendant  lands,  was  held  by  the  Abbot  of 
the  famous  BenediCtine  abbey  of  St.  Peter  at  Jumieges,  in  the  diocefe  of  Rouen  in 
Normandy,  founded  A.  D.  664  by  St.  Phillibert  and  King  Clovis  II.’’  The  abbot 
and  convent  of  that  monaftery  for  a long  feries  of  years  continued  patrons  of  this  rec- 
tory, with  the  chapels  of  Eafton-major  and  minor,  Emborow,  Farrington,  andPaultonj 
and  upon  the  refignation  of  the  redtor,  Feb.  17,  1241,  they  prevailed  upon  Jocellne, 
bilhop  of  Bath,  to  appropriate  the  reftory  to  them.’  When  die  alien  priories  were 
diflblved  by  aft  of  pai'liament,  2 Hen.  V.  and  all  their  eftates  vefted  in  the  crown,  the 
King  granted  this  appropriation  to  the  Carthufian  priory  of  Jefus  de  Bethleme  de 
Shene  in  the  county  of  Surry,  which  he  founded  in  the  year  1413. 

*=  See  Cowel’s  Interpreter.  ' Efc.  Ibid.  " Ibid.  ® Lei.  Itin.  vii,  88, 

* Account  of  the  Alien  Priories,  i.  15.  « Reg.  Well.  iii.  183. 
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In  1292  this  rectory  was  taxed  at  thirty-two  marks  and  eightpence  halfpenny,  and 
the  vicarage  at  twelve  marks.  It  paid  a penfion  of  five  marks  to  the  priory  of  Haftyng 
in  Normandy,  which  was  a cell  to  the  abbey  of  Jumieges.’' 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Frome.  The  patron  is  Robert  Kingfmill, 
efq;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Arthur  Henry  Annefley  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  ftands  on  a confiderable  eminence 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ftreet,  and  makes  a noble  appearance,  having  one  of  the  fineft 
Go  thick  towers  in  the  county,  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  feet  high  to  the  top  of  the 
battlements,  and  fiirmounted  with  beautiful  Gothick  pinnacles  at  the  angles  fifteen  feet 
high  above  all.  This  tower  contains  a clock  and  five  large  bells.  The  church  confifts 
of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fouth  aile,  covered  with  lead. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  aile  is  an  old  ftone  tomb  eight  feet  long,  and  three  and  a half 
high,  whereon  lie  the  effigies  of  William  Lord  Bon ville  in  armour,  and  Elizabeth 
Lady  Bon  ville  his  wife. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  an  old  ftone  mural  monument  with  the  following 

infcription: “ Reverendus  et  afliduus  Jefu  Chrifti  Minifter  D.  Edmundus  Quarles, 

reftor  de  Chewton,  hie  fitus  eft.  Item  reverendus  dominus  Solomon  Quarles,  reftbr 
de  Lambourn  in  agro  Berkerenfi,  Edmundi  filius,  hie  fepultus  eft.  Una  cum  Maria 
Quarles,  Edmundi  nuper  uxore,  et  Solomonis  Matre.  Deponuntur  etiamhic  mortali- 
tatis  exuviae  Gualteri  Brice,  armigeri,  Rebekae  filiie  unicae  D.  Edmundi  Quarles  mariti; 
necnon  dominae  Annje  Brice,  Gualteri  et  Rebekje  uxoris  filiae.  Et  D.  Annabellae 
Coplefton,  Joannis  Coplefton,  equitis  aurati,  qui  Rebekae,  Gualteri  Brice  armigeri, 
reli(ft£,  nupfit,  filis:  omnesque  refurreftionem  felicem  una  expe6tant. 

Edmund  Quarles  died  061.  31,  1687.  Solomon  Quarles,  Nov.  i,  1671, 
Mary  Quarles,  April  13,  1687.  Ann  Brice,  April  2,  1680.” 

On  a black  ftone  in  the  chancel  floor: “Hie  fitus  eft  Nathaniel  Till  Adam, 

cujus  mens  fincera,  lingua  dodla,  manus  munda  fuit:  hunc  unum,  moribus  gravem,  et 
pietate  infignem,  haec  parochia  per  annos  o6co  fidelem  Dei  miniftrum  habuit.  Obijt 
23  061.  1705,  astat.  33.” 

In  the  aile  and  nave  are  feveral  inferiptions  to  the  family  of  York,  as  alfo  to  Palmer, 
Adams,  and  Curtis. 

Over  the  north  door  of  the  church  is  a fine  Saxon  arch  of  excellent  workmanfhip. 

In  the  church-yard  there  are  two  very  old  yew-trees  in  a decaying  ftate.  The  body 
-H)f  one  of  them  is  nine  feet  in  circumference. 

A free  fchool  for  teaching  ten  poor  children  has  been  founded  here  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place,  who  inclofed  Chew-Down ; the  rents  of  which,  being  81.  a year,  are 
appropriated  to  this  fchool,  which,  with  forty  fhillings  a year  given  by  Lord  W aide- 
grave,  is  the  whole  endowment, 
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A fair  is  annually  held  here  on  Holy-Thurfday,  formerly  for  cattle,  now  for  toys,  &c, 

Richard  Jenkins,  efq;  has  a very  neat  feat  in  this  parilh,  on  an  eminence  near  the 
road,  built  in  a very  elegant  Gothick  ftile  of  architedure. 


BROCKLEY. 

This  is  a fmall  parilh  in  the  fecond  fubdivifion  of  the  hundred,  nine  miles  fouth- 
weft  from  Briftol,  and  three  north  from  Wrington,  in  the  turnpike-road  from 
Briftol  to  Yatton  and  Congerfbury.  The  fituation  is  very  pleafant,  and  confifts  of 
great  variety  of  furfacej  and  from  fome  parts  the  profpedls  are  very  beautiful. 

About  a quarter  of  a mile  eaftward  of  the  church  is  a very  fine  romantick  glen, 
called  Brockley-Comhe,  about  half  a mile  in  length,  and  very  narrow  j each  fide  being  a 
fteep  Hope  formed  of  rugged  rocks  mixed  with  timber-trees,  yews,  foreft  and  other 
Ihrubs,  that  grow  out  of  the  crevices  of  the  ftone.  In  the  deepeft  part  the  trees  are 
very  lofty,  and  the  rocks  almoft  inaccelTible  to  the  height  of  near  three  hundred  feet, 
projefting  in  many  places  through,  and  towering  above  the  tops  of  the  branches,  with 
a rude  and  aftonilhing  grandeur.  The  fteep  afeent  and  rugged  furface  of  the  rocks 
on  each  fide  are  rendered  very  romantick  by  the  fantaftically  twilled  forms  of  the 
roots  of  many  trees  and  Ihrubs  which  fpring  from  the  crevices,  and  fpread  their  branches 
in  the  moll  pi6turefque  manner.  Along  the  bottom  is  a fine  gravel  walk,  and  nearly  in 
the  center  of  the  Combe  is  a neat  cottage,  where  many  refort  to  drink  tea  in  the  fummer 
feafon.  If  this  fpot  had  the  advantage  of  water,  it  would  be  a fecond  Matlock  on  a 
fmaller  fcale,  but  not  lefs  romantick  and  beautiful.  It  belongs  to  John  Pigot,  efq. 

On  the  call  fide  of  this  parilh  fome  lead  ore  has  been  difeoveredj  and  great  quan- 
tities of  a peculiar  kind  of  ftone,  compofed  of  a great  number  of  columnar  divifions, 
like  the  Giant’s  Caufeway  in  Ireland. 

In  this  parilh  there  is  a very  ancient  yew-tree,  feventeen  feet  in  circumference. 

The  manor  of  Brockley  was  never  more  confiderable  than  at  prefenti  indeed  for 
feveral  centuries  it  is  hardly  noticed  as  a manor.  In  the  Conqueror’s  time  a Saxon 
thane  held  it,  as  we  read  in  the  Norman  record: 

Eldred  holds  Brochelie.  The  fame  held  it  in  the  time  King  Edward,  and  gelded 
“ for  four  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates,  and  fo  many  there  are,  and  fix  villanes, 
“ and  feven  cottagers,  and  fixteen  acres  of  meadow.  It  is  worth  thirty  Ihillings.”* 

19  Edw.  II.  Peter  de  San£la  Cruce,  or  St.  Crofs,  held  half  a knight’s  fee  in 
Brockley,  which  was  afterwards  held  by  the  family  de  Alhton,  who  feem  to  have  had 


* Lib.  Domefday. 
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the  manor.'’  41  Edw.  Ill,  Sir  Robert  de  Afh ton  died  feized  of  certain  lands  within 
this  parilh,  which  defcended  to  the  Berkleys.  v' 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Langport  17  061:.  20  Hen.  VIIT.  It  appeared  that  Richard 
the  fon  and  heir  of  Humphry  Harvey  died  Jan  4,  17  Hen.  VIII.  feized  of  one  third  of 
the  manor  of  Brockley,  five  mefifuages,  one  cottage,  one  windmill,  one  dove-houfe, 
five  gardens,  twenty-three  acres  of  arable,  fifteen  of  meadow,  eighty-eight  acres  of 
wood,  and  tenpence  rent  in  Brockley,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church. 
Which  premifes  were  certified  to  be  holden  of  the  King  as  of  his  barony  of  Wigmore 
by  knight’s  fervice.  Nicholas  Harvey,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  then  of  the  age  of  eleven 
years.'  Sir  James  Perceval  was  truftee  of  the  family  eftates  in'Brockley,  Backwell,  and 
Barrow,  for  the  ufe  of  Richard  Harvey  above-mentioned.'^  Of  this  family  of  Harvey 
the  manor  of  Brockley  was  at  length  purchafed  by  Thomas  Pigott,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  efq;  who  married  Florence,  widow  of  Thomas  Smyth,  of  Long-Afliton,  efq; 
and  it  is  now  the  property  of  his  defcendant  the  prefent  John  Pigott,  efqj  who  has  a 
pleafant  feat  near  the  church. 

The  living  is  a reflory  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bedminfier,  the  patronage  is  in 
John  Pigott,  efq;  and  the  Rev.  Wadham  Pigott  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  is  a fmall  ftrudlure,  confifting  of  a 
nave  partly  leaded,  chancel,  and  two  fmall  ailes,  and  a porch  tiled.  At  the  weft  end  is  <s 
a plain  embattled  tower,  containing  one  bell.  The  fouth  aile  belongs  to  Brockley- 
Court,  and  under  it  is  a vault  of  the  Pigott  family. 

In  the  chancel  floor,  there  is  this  memorial: Here  lieth  the  body  of  Judith, 

younger  daughter  of  Nicholas  Harvey,  efq;  of  this  parifli,  who  died  the  29th  of  De- 
cember 1652,  aged  eighteen  years.” The  arms  of  Harvey  were,  Sabky  a felfe  (7r, 

between  three  fquirrels  fejant  argent^  cracking  nuts  or.  Creft,  a fquirrel  fejant  argent^ 
tail  ovy  cracking  a nut  of  the  laft. 

On  a black  ftone  in  the  middle  palTage  there  is  a Latin  infcription  to  the  memory  of 
William  Stephens,  A.  M.  re6tor  of  Wefton-fuper-Mare,  who  died  July  ij,  1694,  aged 
43.  Arms:  Party  per  chevron,  in  chief  two  falcons  volant. 

Mr.  Richard  Durban  gave  to  the  parilh  of  Brockley  25I.  the  intereft  thereof  to  be 
given  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  the  faid  parilh,  the  Sunday  after  Chriftmas-day,  and  the 
.Sunday  after  New- Year ’s-day  yearly  for  ever.  1753. 

Lib.  Feed . f Coles’s  Efcb.  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum.  ^ Houfe  of  Yveiy,  I.  415. 
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KINGSTON-SEYMOUR. 

ESTY^ARD  from  Brockley,  but  divided  from  it  by  the  hundred  of  Win- 


VV  terfloke,  is  Kingfton-Seymour,  lying  in  the  laft  fubdivifion  of  this  hundred, 
and  contiguous  to  the  Briftol  Channel.  It  is  a fmall  ftraggling  place,  confifting  of 
forty-two  houfes  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants.  The  lands  are  moflly  arable, 
and  very  rich,  being  worth  on  an  average  thirty-five  Ihillings  an  acre  throughout  the 
parifh.  Two  rivers  here  difcharge  themfelves  into  the  fea.  From  its  fituation,  this 
place  has  frequently  been  overflowed;  and  we  learn  from  a tablet  in  the  church,  that 
on  Jan.  20,  1606,  there  was  a terrible  inundation  in  this  and  many  other  adjoining 
parifhes.  The  fea-banks  were  broken  down,  many  perfons  drowned,  and  a great 
number  of  cattle  and  goods  carried  away  by  the  violence  of  the  waves,  and  entirely 
loft.  Tlie  water  in  the  church  was  five  feet  high,  and  the  greateft  part  lay  on  the 
ground  for  ten  days.  The  lands  here  are  feparated  by  ditches  more  than  hedges  j 
there  is  but  little  wood,  and  elm  the  principal.  There  are  many  large  orchards. 

Of  this  place  we  read  the  following  account  in  the  Conqueror’s  furvey: 

“ William  holds  of  the  Bifliop  [of  Coutance]  Chingestone.  Eldred  held  it  in  the 
time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  feventeen  carucates. 
In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  eighteen  villanes,  and  four 
“ cottagers,  with  eleven  ploughs.  There  are  forty  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is 
worth  fix  pounds.  Of  the  land  of  this  manor  Fulcran  holds  of  the  Bifhop  one  caru- 
cate  of  arable,  and  has  on  it  two  cottagers.  It  is  worth  three  Ihillings. 

“ The  fame  William  holds  Chingestone  of  the  Bifhop.  Four  Thanes  held  in  tlic 
“time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  four  hides  and  a half.  The  arable  is  feven 
“ carucates.  There  are  nine  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  one  fervant,  having 
“ [amongft  them]  fix  ploughs  and  a half.  It  was  and  is  worth  fixty  Ihillings.  This 
“ manor  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  was  aflefted  at  only  one  hide.”^ 

In  the  time  of  Hen.  II.  the  manor  of  Kingfton  was  the  pofteffion  of  the  family  of 
Malherbe,  who  were  lords  alfo  of  Shipham,  Rowborough,  and  many  other  adjacent 
manors.'’  But  in  the  ninth  year  of  Ric.  I.  Robert  Malherbe,  or  de  Malherbe,  (as 
he  is  fometimes  called)  made  a grant  of  this  lordlhip  to  Milo  de  Sando  Mauro,  or 
Seymour,  from  whom  the  place  was  afterwards  called."  This  Milo  was  a Baron,  and 
one  of  thofe  who  confpired  in  arms  againft  King  John.  His  fon  Peter  de  Sando 
Mauro  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  at  Wefton  in  Gordano,  in  the  hundred  of 
Portbury,  which  manor  he  held  together  with  this  of  Kingfton.  His  feal  was  a port- 
cullis quartered  with  two  chevronels.'*  He  left  iftiie  one  only  daughter  and  heir,  Maud 
de  Sando  Mauro,  who  was  twice  married;  firft  to  Walter  de  Wengham,  who  died 
8 Edw.  I.  and  fecondly,  to  Simon  de  Ludgate.®  By  her  firft  hufband  fhe  had  four 
daughters,  Joan  the  wife  of  Richard  de  Ken;  Alice  the  wife  of  John  de  Wyke,  who 

• Lib.  Domefday.  Cart,  antiq. Ibid.  ? Seals  from  ancient  deeds,  f Houfe  of  Y very,  i.  356. 
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died  without  iflue;  Maud,  the  wife  of  Philip  de  Wyke ; and  another  Joan,  the  wife  of 
Sir  John  de  Boudon.  By  her  fecond  hufband,  Simon  de  Ludgate,  Ihe  had  one  fon, 
Laurence,  furnamed  (according  to  the  mode  of  thofe  times)  from  his  mother,  by 
reafon  of  her  noble  extraftion,  de  Sanflo  Mauro.  Which  Laurence,  notwithftanding 
divers  claims  and  litigations,  inherited  little  of  the  patrimony;  and  this  manor,  together 
with  the  advowfon  of  the  living,  was  allotted  to  the  daughters  of  Walter  de  Wengham. 
And  ever  after  this  the  manor  of  Kingfton  appears  to  have  been  divided.  But  there 
feeiris  to  have  been  another  branch  of  the  Seymours  who  poffeffed  lands  in  this  parilh, 
and  were  moft  probably  defcended  from  Laurence  de  Sanfto  Mauro  above-mentioned. 
For  it  appears  from  ancient  evidences  that  Henry  Seymour  lived  here  in  the  time  of 
Edw.  II.;  and  26  Edw.  III.  John  Seymour  his  fon  leafed  lands  in  this  parifli.*^  By  an 
inquifition  taken  20  Edw.  III.  it  was  found  that  Maurice,  the  fon  of  Maurice  de 
Berkley,  was  feized  of  a third  part  of  the  manor  of  Kingfton-Seymour,  Thomas  de 
Berkley  his  fon  and  heir.® 

42  Edw.  III.  Jolui  the  fon  of  Sir  John  de  Boudon,  knt.  remitted  to  Elias  Spelly, 
burgefs  of  Briftol,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  and  the  heirs  and  alTigns  of  the  faid  Elias,  all 
his  right  in  the  manor  of  Kingfton-Seymour,  and  in  the  advowfon  of  the  cliurch  of  the 
faid  manor.*'  This  was  the  fon  of  that  Sir  John  Boudon  who  married  one  of  the  co- 
heireftes  of  Wengham  above-mentioned,  ii  Ric.  II.  Catherine  the  wife  of  Sir  John 
Thorp,  knt.  died  feized  of  another  third  part  of  this  manor,  which  Ihe  held  of  the  King 
in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice,  together  with  the  right  of  a third  turn  of  prefenting  to  tire 
church  of  the  faid  manor.'  6 Hen.  IV.  John  de  Kenn  pofiefled  either  the  whole  or 
part  of  this  manor.'‘  A third  of  the  manor  was  again  in  the  Berkley  family  i Hen.  VL 
when  Sir  Maurice  Berkley  died  feized  of  it.'  28  Elen.  VI.  Thomas  Norton  held  a 
third  part  of  the  manor  of  Kingfton-Seymour,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Walter 
Norton  in  his  eftates.'"  Another  third  was  held  about  the  fame  time,  with  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  church,  by  Robert  Kenn,  efq;  whofe  fon  and  heir  31  Hen.  VL  was 
John  Kenn,  of  the  age  of  two  years."  By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Yeovil  24  Api  il, 
6 Hen.  VIII.  it  was  found  that  Thomas  Norton  died  feized  of  one  third  of  this  manor 
and  the  advowfon  of  the  church;"  which  premifes  were  inherited  by  Andrew  Norton 
his  fon  and  heir,  who  is  certified  to  have  held  them  9 Hen.  VIII.  as  of  the  dutchy  of 
Lancafter,  by  the  fervice  of  the  third  part  of  a knight’s  fee.’’ 

By  another  inquifition  it  appeared  that  Robert  Bulbeke  died  May  14,  16  Hen.  VIII. 
feized  of  fix  meffuages,  four  hundred  acres  of  arable,  meadow,  and  pafture,  and  five  of 
wood  in  Kingfton-Seymour,  the  half  whereof  was  held  of  John  Kenn,  efq;  as  of  his 
ihii'd  of  the  manor  of  Kingfton,  by  the  fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee.  The  other 
half  of  the  premifes  was  held  of  Thomas  Snygg,  as  of  his  third  part  of  the  manor  of 
Kingfton  aforefaid,  by  what  fervice  it  was  not  known.’  In  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  the  manor  was  held  by  Chriftopher  Kenn,  efq;  of  the  King  as  of  the 
honour  of  Trowbridge,  parcel  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter.'  Of  late  years  it  belonged 
to  Mr.  Vaughan  of  Shirehampton,  who  left  at  his  death  a daughter,  who  joined  with 

' Cart,  antiq.  ® Efc.  Rot.  dauf.  42  Edw.  III.  * Efc.  Cart,  antiq.  * Efc. 

? Ibid.  ? Ibid,  f luq.  poftmort.  Tho.  Norton,  f Lib,  Feod,  ? Efc.  Ib. 
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truftees  in  ft‘iling  the  eftate,  which  was  bought  by  MelTrs.  Hale,  Worral,  and  Profierj 
but  now  belongs  two-thirds  to  John  Pigott,  efq;  and  one-third  to  Mr.  John  Filer. 

The  church  of  Kingfton-Seymour,  which  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and 
Bedminfter,  w'as  in  1292  valued  at  twenty  marks.’  The  gift  is  in  Lord  Paulet,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Tudor  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  aile  on  the  fouth  fide;  at  the  weft  end 
is  a tower  with  a ftone  fpire.  The  tower  contains  a clock  and  five  bells. 

On  the  north  wall,  in  a frame,  is 

A memorandum  of  a law  fuit  happening  in  the  year  1702,  occafioned  by  the  af- 
feftbrs  of  Yatton  taxing  certain  lands  lying  in  this  parifh  of  Kingftone-Seamore,  called 
Colefree  Land;  the  occupiers  of  which  refufing  to  pay  their  rates,  the  other  took 
diftrefs  upon  the  faid  lands,  for  Which  this  parifh  brought  an  adlion  againft  them  the 
15th  and  1 6th  of  March  1704.  This  caufe  was  tried  at  Taunton,  before  Baron  Price, 
when  this  parifh  obtained  a verdift  againft  the  parifli  of  Yatton,  and  afterwards  got 

great  cofts  of  fuit. Alfo,  Nov.  27  enfuing,  the  inhabitants  fuftained  great  lofs  of 

cattle,  fheep,  and  corn,  with  many  mows  both  of  corn  and  hay;  the  violent  tempeft 
breaking  down  the  fea-banks,  let  in  the  fait  water.” 

“ Benefaction.  Mr.  Edward  Sefs  of  this  parifh  gave  twenty  fhillings  yearly  on 
Twelfth-day,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  land  lying  in  this  parifh  for  ever,  viz.  ten  fliillings 
for  the  preaching  a fermon,  and  the  other  ten  fhillings  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  fe- 
cond  poor  having  no  relief.” 

In  the  church-yard  is  an  old  tomb  of  one  of  the  Bulbeck  family. 

’ Taxat.  Spiritual. 


GAMELY. 

This  parifh  lies  in  the  large  divifion  of  the  hundred,  and  is  fituated  twelve  miles 
weft  from  Bath,  ten  fouth  from  Briflol,  and  nine  north  from  Wells,  in  a woody 
but  pleafant  country,  agreeably  vaiied  with  hills  and  vallies,  well  cultivated  and  wa- 
tered. The  number  of  houfes  is  forty-fix,  and  of  inhabitants  about  two  hundred  and 
fixty.  Of  the  houfes  thirty-four  are  in  the  hamlet  called  ’Temple-Cloudy  the  reft  are 
fcattered  round  the  church.  The  foil  is  moftly  of  the  ftone-rufh  kind,  and  a rich 
gravelly  fand,  with  a little  coarfe  marl.  The  lands  are  moftly  pafture.  In  this  pa- 
rifh are  feveral  quarries  of  excellent  pennant  ftone,  confiderable  quantities  of  which  are 
fent  to  Bath  for  paving  the  footways  in  the  ftreets.  This  ftone  is  found  at  about  fix 
feet  deep  below  the  furface;  the  ftrata  lie  in  a dipping  pofition,  and  are  more  than 
twenty  feet  in  thicknefs.  Here  are  two  large  woods,  containing  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  in  which  is  a great  quantity  of  large  oak  timber,  and  plenty 
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of  coppice  wood.  A little  brook,  called  Broadmead,  rifes  in  this  pariih,  and,  after 
pafllng  through  Littleton,  joins  the  Cam  at  Camerton,  whence  it  goes  through  Dun- 
kerton  and  Midford  to  the  Avon. 

The  manor  of  Gamely  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  Bilhop  of  Cou- 
tance,  who,  refiding  for  fome  time  in  thefe  parts,  kept  it  in  his  own  hands  as  demefne ; 

“The  Bilhop  himfelf  holds  Camelei.  Two  Thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  nine  hides,  and  half  a virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  nine 
“ carucates.  In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  and  thirteen  fervants,  and  nine  villanes, 
“ and  one  bordar,  and  feven  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five 
Ihillings  rent,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of 
“ pafture,  and  fifty  acres  of  coppice-wood.  It  was  worth  feven  pounds,  now  ten  pounds, 
“ Of  the  land  of  this  manor  Humphrey  holds  one  hide,  and  has  there  one  carucate, 
and  three  villanes,  and  one  cottager,  with  one  plough.  There  are  forty  acres  of  mea- 
dow.  It  is  worth  twenty  Ihillings.”* 

The  next  account  that  we  meet  with  of  this  manor  is  a memorandum  in  the  red  book 
of  Bath,  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  Lord  Weymouth,  which  fays  that  Alexander  de  Alneto 
gave  the  manor  of  Gamely,  in  the  year  1153,  to  the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Bath." 
This  Alexander  de  Alneto,  and  Erneburga  his  wife,  were  buried  in  the  faid  church  of 
St.  Peter,  and  the  following  infeription  is  placed  on  the  right  hand  of  the  entrance 
to  their  memory: 

“ i^ic  jacet  aieranisc?  ne  alneto,  et  (Smeburga  iiror  e/ug,  et  (ZBuUu0  oe 
aineto,  fitUus  eorum,  et  Lucia  oe  ^arifci0,  filia  eoium,  et  3(oroanu0  oe 
a^acifeio,  filius  eiugoem  Lucie,  et  SiQiUclmug  tie  9^atifci0,  fiUug  e)U0tiem 
31o?t!ani.” 

If  is  not  ealy  to  reconcile  this  grant  of  the  manor  with  the  other  accounts  of  it,  which 
for  a length  of  time  after  the  above  date  aflign  its  pofTeffion  to  the  family  de  Marifeo, 
who  intermarried  with  the  above-mentioned  de  Alnetos,  Dannos,  or  Dandos,  (as  they 
were  afterwards  written.)  12  Edw.  I.  William  de  Marifeo  held  this  manor,  and  after 
him  Stephen  de  Marifeo,  or  Marreys.  4 Ric.  II.  James  Boteler  was  found  to  be  heir 
to  the  eftate.'  7 Hen.  V.  James  Boteler  Earl  of  Ormond  held  It  at  his  death, 
James  his  fon  and  heir  being  of  the  age  of  twelve  years."^  This  manor  was  held  in  the 
time  of  Edw.  III.  and  Ric.  II.  of  the  family  of  Burnell,  as  of  their  manor  of  Compton- 
Dando.'  An  inquifition  taken  at  Wells  226.  July,  4 Edw.  VI.  after  the  death  of 
Richard  Watkyn  Vaughan,  fhews  that  the  faid  Vaughan  died  20  April,  2 Edw.  VI. 
feizedof  the  manors  of  Gamely,  Markibury,  Eloundfireet,  and  Brean,  leaving  Polydore 
Watkyn  Vaughan  his  fon  and  heir,  then  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  a half.^  , A 
manor  in  Gamely  likewife  belonged  to  the  monks  of  Glaftonbury.®  13  Eliz.  the  manor 
of  Gamely,  with  divers  lands  and  tenements  were  held  by  John  Hippefley,''  and  it  is 
now  the  property  of  Henry  Hippefley  Goxe,  efq. 

* Lib.  Domefday.  *' Codex  ruber  Bathon.  MS.  ‘ Efc.  '‘Ibid.  * Ibid.  *■  Inq.  poft  mort.  W.  Vaughan. 

* Roll  of  Glaftonbury  Abbey,  in  Langtoft’s  Chronicle,  ii.  362.  **  Ter.  Sydenham,  MS. 
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The  church,  valued  In  1292  at  nine  marks,*  was  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Peter  and  Paul  at  Bath,  and  a yearly  penfion  of  one  mark  was  paid  out  of  the  parfonage 
to  that  monafcery.  This  penfion  is  now  paid  to  the  crown.  It  is  a redtory  in  the 
deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Seccombe  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  James.  It  feems  to  have  been  built  (or  at  lead;  re- 
paired) by  feme  of  the  family  of  St.  Loe,  whofe  arms,  impaling  a feffe  between  fix 
billets,  are  at  the  weft  fide  of  the  tower,  which  is  a handfome  building,  feventy  feet  high, 
and  contains  five  bells.  The  cliurch  itfelf  is  a fmall  building  of  one  pace,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable.  There  is  an  infeription  to  the  memory  of  Cadwallader  Jones,  efqj 
who  died  April  13,  1692. 

* Taxat.  Spiritual. 


CH  IL  COMPTON. 

CHILCOMPTON  is  a fmall  parifh,  eleven  miles  weft  from  Bath,  on  the  great 
turnpike  road  to  W ells  and  Bridgwater. 

The  name  is  evidently  derived  from  the  Saxon  Eeald,  cold,  Rombe,  a valley,  and 
ton,  a town  3 which  laft  is  fuppofed  to  come  from  trynan,  another  Saxon  word  figni- 
fying  to  inclofe  or  fortify.  It  has  been  written  different  ways  at  different  periods,  but, 
moft  anciently,  fimply  Contitone^  and  Contone. 

It  is  fituated  partly  on  the  turnpike  road,  and  partly  in  a rich  woody  vale,  which 
extends  northward  to  Midfummer-Nofton.  The  roads  are  good,  the  cottages  very 
decent,  and  an  air  of  neatnefs  runs  through  the  whole  village.  At  the  head  of  the 
valley,  near  fome  romantick  fhaggy  rocks,  feveral  fprings  arife,  and  at  a little  diftance 
~ from  their  fource  form  a rivulet,  which,  in  its  defeent  through  the  village,  is  inter- 
cepted by  many  artificial  falls,  over  which  it  paffes  along  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ftreet, 
and  has  a pleafing  appearance.  This  rivulet  abounds  with  trout  and  eels,  and  after 
paffing  through  Norton,  Radftock,  and  other  places,  empties  itfelf  into  the  river  Frome, 
near  Bradford. 

The  foil  is  various,  but  confifts  principally  of  two  kinds,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names 
red  ground,  and  marl  ground.  Thefe  are  both  loamy  good  land,  but  the  marl  ground  is 
much  the  beft  for  pafture  as  well  as  corn.  The  marl  grafs,  CTrifolium  Alpejire  of 
Linnaeus  and  Hudfon)  now  fo  generally  known,  owes  its  origin  to  an  inhabitant  of  this 
parifh,  who,  about  fifty  years  ago,  when  the  lands  here  were  moftly  common  fields, 
collefted  the  feeds  from  the  Meres  which  divided  the  feveral  properties,  and  increafed 
it  from  year  to  year,  fo  as  to  fell  large  quantities  j and  as  it  was  foon  much  approved, 
its  culture  and  circulation  became  general,  * 
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The  corn  grate,  and  white  lyas  flone,  lie  over  the  marl ; and  a fpecies  of  calcarious 
ftone,  called  the  red  rock,  is  found  in  the  vale,  (which  is  all  red  ground)  and  contains 
calcarious  Ipar,  and  fmall  quantities  of  iron  ore.  Thelpar  is  moftly  found  in  nodules, 
or  in  the  cavities  and  chinks  of  the  red  rockj  but  very  little  of  it  is  tranfparent.  A few 
cornua  ammonis  are  fometimes  found  here,  and  fome  bl  anches  of  coral  embedded  in  the 
ftone,  but  fcarcely  any  other  foftils. 

Under  a bed  of  fire-ftone  twenty  yards  thick,  is  coal,  for  raifing  which,  works  were 
begun  in  1779,  carrying  on  with  luccefs.  There  is  alfo  another  coal- 

work  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  parifh,  known  bythe  name  of  Stock-hill. 

The  common  fields  were  all  inclofed  about  foity  years  fince,  by  mutual  confent, 
without  adl  of  parliament. 

Part  of  the  common  called  Old-Down  is  within  the  parilh,  on  which  the  occupiers 
of  lands  have  a right  to  turn  ftock  without  reftridlion  as  to  time,  number,  or  fort  of 
cattle. 

This  parifti  contains  about  fixty  houfes,  feveral  of  which  are  very  good  dwellings, 
and  nearly  two  hundred  and  fixty  inhabitants ; but  there  are  only  eight  refident  free- 
holders. Here  are  two  woods,  one  rather  large,  belonging  to  Lord  Weymouth. 

This  parifti  is  not  deftitute  either  of  antiquities  or  natural  curiofities.  Of  thofe  cir- 
cular cavities  which  run  nearly  in  a line  from  Emborow  to  Mells,  and  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been  iron  pits,  two  are  within  its  boundaries}  viz.  one  in  a field  between  Broadway 
and  Blacker’s-Hill,  the  other  under  the  rocks  at  the  head  of  the  valley.  About  a 
mile  fouth  of  the  principal  group  of  houfes,  is  an  ancient  encampment  fituate  on  an 
elevated  fpot,  called  Blacker’s-Hill,  near  Stockhill  coal-work,  and  one  mile  fouth-eaft 
of  Old-Down  inn.  It  is  formed  by  the  meeting  of  two  very  deep  and  fteep-fided 
vallies  in  a point  facing  the  fouth,  and  partly  by  a curvilinear  double  rampart  and 
fofs  to  the  north  and  eaft}  of  which  the  greater  part  is  entire,  and  the  whole  in  good 
prefervation.  Its  figure,  altogether,  is  that  of  an  irregular  quadrant,  and  the  area 
contains  about  fifteen  acres.  Of  this  encampment  no  account  is  to  be  found  in  any 
author.  It  is  however  obfervable,  that  Camalet  (that  is,  Cadbyry  Caftle)  commands 
a -view  of  Mafbury  Caftle  on  Mendip,  and  Mafbury  of  Chilcompton  camp}  hence  it 
may  be  reafonably  inferred,  that  thefe  three  camps  were  probably  formed  either  by  the 
fame  people,  or  at  leaft  about  the  fame  time,  they  being  all  of  a circular  form. 

Now  that  Cadbury  camp  is  Roman  (though  thofe  of  that  people  wereufually  fquare) 
has  been  fufficiently  proved  } and  that  Mafbury,  and  Blacker’s-Hill,  were  works  of  the 
fame  people  may  be  fairly  conjedtured — not  to  mention  a fine  brafs  coin  of  M.  Aurel. 
Antoninus,  dug  up  at  lefs  than  a mile  diftance. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Romans  were  particularly  fond  of  placing  their  encampments 
in  the  angle  made  by  the  confluence  of  two  rivers,  as  by  that  means  they  faved  the 
trouble  of  other  fortifications.  The  fame  reafon  would  induce  them  to  pitch  their 
camp  at  the  meeting  of  two  deep  vallies } efpecially  when  forming  a fituation  on  high 
ground.  The  vicinity  alfo  of  the  Roman  way,  called  the  Fofs,  which  pafies  through, 
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and  gives  name  to  die  adjoining  parifh  of  Stratton,  furnlfhes  an  additional  proof  that 
this  encampment 'was  a work  of  the  Romans. 

On  that  part  of  Old  Down  which  is  neareft  this  camp  arelfeveral  tumuli,  or  barrows; 
and  a few  years  ago  fome  pieces  of  old  fwords  were  dug  up  on  this  fpot.  Within  the 
area  of  this  encampment  is  a natural  fiflure  in  the  rock,  which  lies  under  the  furface  of 
the  earth.  It  is  vulgarly  called  the  Fairy  Slatts,  being  from  ten  to  twenty-one  feet  in. 
depth,  eighty-feven  in  length,  and  only  two  feet  and  a half  in  width,  except  in  the 
middle,  where  it  widens  to  near  ten  feet,  fo  that  it  affords  an  eafy  paffage  to  a fingle 
peifon.  The  defeent  into  it  is  gradual,  and  the  prominent  parts  on  one  fide  are  oppo- 
ied  by  correfponding  hollows  on  the  other;  which  feem  to  indicate  that  it  was  formed 
by  fome  violent  concuffion  of  nature.  The  top  is  lliaded  with  buflies  and  linall  trees, 
whofe  branches  meet  over  it;  and  the  fiffures  of  the  ftone  in  the  fides  abound  with 
moffes,  polypody,  afpleniums,  maidenhair,  and  fmall  ferns,  ibme  of  which  are  curious. 

In  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  this  village  was  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Coutance  in  Normandy,  the  cathedral  of  which  diocefe  was  founded  in  1047, 
the  Norman  Duke  himfelf  affifting  at  its  dedication.  The  Bifhop,  whofe  name  was 
Jeffery,  was  his  particular  favourite,  and  one  of  thofe  clergy  who  came  over  with  him  to 
England  to  affift  him  in  his  expedition  with  their  prayers.  He  was  rewarded  with  this 
manor;  and  we  find  it  thus  recorded  in  Domefday: 

“ The  fame  Bilhop  holds  Contone.  Edric  held  it  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the 
“ Confeffor,  and  gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  fourteen  carucates;  in  demefne  is 
“ one  carucate;  and  there  are  four  fervants,  and  fixteen  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers  with 
“ fix  ploughs.  There  are  two  mills  rented  at  twenty-five  Ihillings,  and  fifteen  acres  of 
“ meadow,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  pafture,  and  fifteen  acres  of  wood.  It  was  and  is 
“ worth  ten  pounds.”^ 

By  this  record  it  appears  that  here  was  a mill  of  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty-five  Ihil- 
lings, a fum  very  confiderable  in  thofe  days.  It  is  obfervable,  that  mills  are  of  the 
highefi:  antiquity:  the  ancient  laws  were  very  fevere  againft  thofe  who  did  any  injury 
to  fuch  ftrudures,  obliging  the  delinquent  to  repair  ,the  damage  within  thirty  days,  and 
befides  to  pay  thirty  Ihillings  for  the  trefpafs.  , - 

Soon  after  the  Conqueft,  the  family  of  Percy  became  poffeflbrs  of  the  manor  of 
Chilcompton,  and  held  the  fame  for  many  fucceffive  reigns.  In  the  time  of  Hen.  V. 
it  was  the  property  of  Sir  Thomas  Broke,  or  Brook,  knt.  who  held  it  of  the  Bilhop  of 
Salifbury,  and  died  feized  of  it  5 Hen.  V.  leaving  Thomas  Broke  his  fon  and  heir,  of 
the  age  of  twenty-fix  years.**  15  Hen.  VI.  Joan  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Broke,  held  it 
in  a fimilar  way,  and  Thomas  Chedder  was  found  to  be  her  heir.'  7 Edw.  IV.  Joan  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Michelden  was  found  feized  of  the  yearly  rent  of  thirty-one  Ihillings  and 
two-pence,  iffuing  out  of  the  manors  of  Chilcompton,  Hinton-Bluet,  and  Littleton.^ 

In  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  the  manor  was  the  property  of  the  family  of  Seward : 
and  34  Eliz.  Richard  Seward,  efq;  is  certified  to  hold  the  manor,  and  twenty-four 
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meffuages,  two  water  mills,  twenty-four  gardens,  three  hundred  acres  of  arable,  two 
hundred  of  meadow,  forty  of  pafture,  thirty  of  wood,  forty  of  heath,  and  twenty  (hil- 
lings rent,  with  the  appertenances/  ' The  lands  of  Seward  came  afterwards  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Stockers,  and  the  manor  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Weymouth. 

The  manor-houfe,  now  converted  into  a farm,  is  fituated  near  the  church,  and  is  a 
Ipacious  old  building  of  (tone  in  the  form  of  an  L.  From  a date  at  the  eaft  end. 
May  4,  1612,  and  the  Stockers  arms,  with  the  initials  1.  S.  and  M.  S.  it  appears  to 
have  been  in  a great  meafure  rebuilt  by  fome  of  that  ancient  family.  A fmall  park 
belonged  to  the  houfe,  the  boundaries  of  which  may  be  eafily  afcertained,  a great  part 
of  the  wall  Hill  remaining.  It  is  now  parcelled  out  into  fields,  one  of  which  is 
called  Park-Field.  In  the  valley  the  veftiges  of  forrte  very  large  fifh-ponds  are  ftill 
difcernible. 

There  is  in  this  parifh  another  ancient  houfe  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  family 
of  Werret,  but  is  now  held  under  Lord  Weymouth.  In  the  large  centre  window  are 
the  remains  of  fome  curious  painted  glafs:  ifl.  A creft  very  perfedt,  and  well  drawn  i 
on  a Marquis’s  coronet,  an  eagle  difplayed  proper -charged  on  the  breaft  with  a crefcent 
cr.  2d.  Within  a circle  of  foliage  an  efcutcheon  with  helmet,  mantling,  and  the  creft. 
as  above,  the  whole  much  defaced  and  inverted;  but  the  arms  appear  to  be.  Or,  three' 
eagles  difplayed  proper.  3d.  Within  a fmaller  circle,  vine  leaves  and  a hare  courant.. 
4th.  Foliage  ftained  yellow.  On  the  wainfcot  is  the  date  1636. 

In  the  year  1188,  Gilbert  de  Percy,  lord  of  this  manor,  made  an  oblation  of  the 
grant  of  this  church  upon  the  altar  of  St.  Andrew  in  the  cathedral  of  Wells  to  found  a- 
prebend  therein,  v)hich  was  accordingly  done ; but  in  the  fame  year  the  bifhop  and- 
chapter  exchanged  it  with  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bradenftoke  in  Wiltfhire,.  for  the 
church  of  Chedder,  of  which  the  latter  were  patrons.  The  whole  revenues  of  this 
church  were  confequently  appropriated  to  the  above-named  monaftery;  and  in  1292 
tire  reftory  was  rated  annually  at  feven  marks,  out  of  which  the  church  of  Wells  re- 
ceived a yearly  penfion  of  two  fliillings.'^ 

The  living  is  a perpetual  curacy  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  is  one  of  the  feven 
peculiars  belonging  to  the  Dean  of  Wells.  It  is  worth  about  60I.  per  annum,  and  in  the 
patronage  of  James  Tooker,  of  Norton-hall,  efq.  The  Rev,  Nevill  Walter,  LL.  B.. 
is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  an  ancient  ftrufture,  eighty-four  feet  long,  and  twenty-one  feet  wide,, 
and  ftands  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  parifh,  within  a ' 
church-yard  furrounded  with  larch  trees.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and- 
confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  fouth  aile  and  porch,  all  covered  with  lead.  At  the  weft 
end  is  a large  embattled  tower,  fixty  feet  high,  with  fix  bells. 

In  the  fouth  aile  (which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Stocker  family)  is  a vault  and  ar 
very  handfome  old  monument,  built  in  that  ftile  of  architecture  (<a  mixture  of  the, 
Grecian  and  the  Gotliick)  which  prevailed  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  to  James  L. 
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inciufive.  Over  a large  flat  flrone  which  covers  the  tomb,  is  a flat  canopy  fupported 
by  fix  columns  with  Grecian  capitals,  and  terminated  by  a cornice,  the  frieze  of  which 
is  embellifiied  with  foliage.  Round  the  edge  of  the  tomb-ftone  is  this  infcription: 

i^e?e  iietfie  tfje  tiolii  of  Eicfiaro  eCquire,  tofjofe  fotole  0oo  fjatli 

^ooneo,  tolio  tJico  tU  xxxth  of  3IuU  anno  comini  6©cimi» 

Arms : a .chevron  ermine  between  three  efcallops,  the  point  charged  with  a crefcent. 

In  the  wall  over  this  monument  are  fome  irons,  which  feem  to  have  fupported 
funereal  trophies  j and  a helmet  of  painted  wood^  with  a wreath  thereon,  is  ftill  pre« 
ferved;  as  is  alfo  an  old  wooden  frame,  on  which  is  cut  the  following  infcription 
in  capitals;— EX  DONO  JOHANNIS  STOCKER,  AR,  1658. 

In  the  fouth-eaft:  corner  of  the  aile  is  a fmall  mural  monument  of  ftone,  infcrihed. 

Near  this  place  lies  interred  the  body  of  John  Trethewy,  of  Treneage  in  Cornwall, 
and  Ditcheat  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  efqj  who,  during  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II, 
having  difcharged  feveral  confiderable  employments  with  great  integrity,  died  about 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1671,  And  of  Dorothy  his  fifter,  widow  and  relict  of  the  Rev, 
James  Looker,  of  Bridifton  in  the  county  of  Devon,  clerk  j and  of  Margaret  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Anthony  Stocker,  efqj  and  Margaret  Capel,  Towhofe  mem.ory  this 
monument  was  ereded  at  the  charge  of  James  Tooke-r,  of  Chilcompton,  gent,  in  the 
year  1736.” — —Arms:  Sal>/e,  a chevron  engrailed  between  three  goats  ftatant 

On  a pillar  in  the  aile  is  a fmall  mural  monument,  with  the  following  Infcription ; 
“ Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mary  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Harlngton,  gent,  being  fecond 
daughterj  of  Anthony  Stocker,  efqj  and  Margaret  Capel  his  wifej  fhe  died  December 
1649.” — -Arms:  Sal^le,  argent  impaling  three  arrows  barbed  of  the  fecond. 
Crelt:  on  a torce,  a talbot’s  head  proper. 

And  on  the  floor  below:— Here  reflrs,  in  hope  of  a joyful  refurrc£tion,  the  body 
of  Anthony  Stocker,  who  died  the  27th  of  061:.  1757,  aged  60 years  j and  alfo  fix 
of  his  children.’* 

On  the  floor  within  the  communion  rails: Hie  jacet  corpus  JohTs  Looker,  de ' 

Norton-hall,  gent,  fepult.  Obiit  1 5 Feb.  1714,  setat.  fuse  50.  Here  lies  the  body  of 
Bridget  Looker,  wife  of  John  Looker,  of  Norton-hall  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  gent, 
daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Leeke,  and  Dame  Frances  his  wife,  of  Newark-upon-Trent  in 
the  county  of  Nottingham,  knt.  a.nd  bart,  Obiit  July  29,  1712.” 

The  arms  cut  on  the  ftone  are,  Firebars  wavy,  over  all  a chevron  gutte  raguly 
between  three  fea-horfes  naiant,  impaling  on  a faltier  engrailed  nine  annulets, 

X^eeke,  Creft  defaced. 

On  the  north  wall  Is  a black  frame,  with  an  infcription,  importing  that  Mr. 
Henry  Werret,  of  Shepton-Beauchamp  in  this  county,  gave  the  intereft  of  lool,  in 
ferfetuum  to  the  binding  out  of  poor  children  apprentices}  or  for  want  of  fuch,  to 
the  poor  of  Chilcorripton,  anno  1681.  On  two  old  windows  towards  the  foutheaft 
are  fome  remains  of  painted  glafs,  but  Imperfed, 
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In  the  church-yard  is  a very  fine  large  ancient  yew-tree,  and  many  monumental* 
ftones,  among  which  only  the  following  extraordinary  infer iption  merits  notice:—— 
Hie  jacet  Jacobus  Tooker,  armiger,  inconcuflas  fidei  Jacobita,  Obiit  die  13  Sept» 
anno  1737,  aetat,  fuas  72.”' 

The  annual  number  of  chriftenings  in  this  parifh,.  taken  on  a ten  years  average,  is- 
ten,,  and  of  burials  five. 


COMPTON-MA-RTIN 

IS  a large  parifh,  lying  under  the  eaft  and  northeaft  fides  of  Mendip,  in  a delightful 
woody  vale.  From  the  fouth  fide  of  the  village,  which  is  more  than  half  a mile 
in  length,  confifiing  chiefly  of  one  ftreet,  the  hills  rife,  finely  vefted  with  wood,  and' 
very  high  and  fteep,  the  ridge  being  the  top  of  Mendip.  The  principal  part  of  the 
parilh  is  pafture,,  on  which  are  feveral  large  dairies.  Near  the  church  rifes  a Ipring,. 
the  fource  of  the  river  Yow,  which  runs  hence  to  Ubley,  Blagdon,  and  Wrington,  and 
falls  into  the  fea  near  Wick-St. -Lawrence. 

The  manor  of  Compton,  anciently  written  Contone,  was  given  by  William  the 
Conqueror  to  Serlo  de  Burci,  whofe  eftates  here  we  have  the  following  account  of: 

“ Serlo  himfelf  holds  Contone.  Euvacre  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  carucatesy,. 
and  two  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  and  five  bordars,  with  four 
ploughs.  There  are  fifteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  mile  of  pafture  in  length,  and 
“ two  furlongs  in  breadth;  wood  eleven  furlongs  long,  and  nine  furlongs  broad.  It 
was  formerly  worth  one  hundred  fhlllings,  now  four  pounds.  Of  this  land  Richard 
holds  of  Serlo  one  virgate  and  one  furlong,  and  has  there  one  plough,  with  two  bor- 
**  dars,  and  five  acres  of  meadow.  It  was  formerly  worth  five  fhillings,  now  fifteen 
“ fhillings.”* 

The  family  who  gave  this  place  its  additional  name,  were  of  great  eminence,  and 
remote  antiquity.  Thefirftof  the  appellation  that  appears  upon  record  is  Martin  de 
Tours  a Norman,  who,  making  a conqueft  of  the  territory  of  Kemeys  in  the  county  of 
Pembroke,  began  the  foundation  of  a monaftery  for  Benediftine  monks  at  St.  Dog- 
mael’s  within  its  precindls,  and  annexed  it  as  a cell  to  the  abbey -of  Tyrone  in  France  i*" 
this  monaftery  Robert  Fitz-Martln  his  fon  endowed  with  lands  in  the  time  of  Henry  L 
He  alfo  gave  the  church  of  Blagdon  to  the  monks  of  Stanley  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
and  was  a great  benefadtor  to  other  monafteries. 

To  him  fucceeded  another  Robert,  who  12  Hen.  II.  held  three  parts  of  a knight’s  fee ' 
of  the  Biftiop  of  Bath,'  and  in  the  time  of  King  John  gave  half  a hide  of  land  in 
Compton,  and  half  a hide  on  Mendip,  to  the  abbey  of  Goldcliff  in  Monmouthfliire, 
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William  his  fon  and  heir  married  the  daughter  of  Rhefe  ap  Griffith,  prince  of 
South-W  ales,  from  whom  he  received  great  injuiies;  for  by  force  of  arms  he  took 
from  him  his  ftrong  caftle  of  Llanhever  in  Kemeys-Land,  contrary  to  his  oath,  and 
folemn  promife  of  peace  and  friendlliip.  In  die  time  of-Hen.  11.  this  William  Fitz- 
Martin  v/as  fent  as  a juftice  itinerant  into  the  counties  of  Kent,  Surrey,  Middlefex, 
Berks,  Oxford,  Buckingham,  and  Bedford,  to  enquire  into  the  condu6b  of  the  fheriffs,  • 
and  other  officers,  and  corredt  certain  abufes  complained  of  to  the  crown. 

To  him  fucceeded  William  his  fon  and  heir,  who  1 1 Joh.  gave  three  hundred  marks 
for  fivery  of  his  lands  j he  died  17  th  of  the  fame  reign,  and  was  fucceeded  in  his  eftates 
by  Nicholas  Fitz-Martin,  his  fon  and  heir,  whofe  wardffiip  was  granted  firft  to  Falk  de 
Brent,  and  afterwards  to  Henry  dc  Turberville. 

This  Nicholas  Fitz-Martin,  befides  the  manor  of  Compton,  was  pofleffed  of  .the 
lordffiips  of  Blagdon,  Flummer,  Weft-L;ydford,  and  Lovington,  of  which  he  died 
feized  .10  Edw.  L Fie  married  Maud,  daughter  of  Guy  de  Brien,  by  whom  he  had 
Sir  Nicholas  Martin,  (who  died  in  his  father’s  life-time)  Colinet,  andRobert.  Colinet 
Martin  was  father  of  another  Sir  Nicholas,  who  married  Eleanor  the  daughter  of  Herbert 
Fitz-Peter,  by  whom  he  had  Sir  William  Martin,  who  was  fummoned  to  parliament 
from  23  Edw.  L to  18  Edw.  II.  when  he  died,  leaving  iffue,  by  Eleanor  daughter  of 
•Sir  William  de  Mohun,  William  his  fon  and  heir. 

Which  William  was  alfo  a knight;  but  he  lived  not  long  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  Eleanor  his  filler,  the  wife  of  William'  de  Columbers,  and  James  the  fon 
of  Nicholas  de  Audley,  by  Joan  his  other  filler,  divided  his  ellates.  But  the  name  of 
Martin  was  Hill  kept  up  by  Robert  Martin,  a younger  fon  of  Nicholas  Martin  by  the 
heirefs  of  Guy  de  Brien,  and  from  him  are  lineally  defcended  the  Martins  of  Seabo- 
rough,  and  thofe  of  Athelhampllon  in  Dorfetlhire. 

Of  this  family  of  Martin  the  manor  of  Compton  was  long  held  by  the  family  of 
Wake.  The  inquifitions  Ihew  us  that  in  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  John  Wake  became 
polfelfed  of  thi&^manor  and  advowfon  by  feizin,  on  the  following  account:  Alice  the 
wife  of  Ralph  de  Wake,  and  mother  of  the  faid  John,  who  held  this  manor  in' her 
demefne  as  of  fee  of  William  Martin,  had  been  found  guilty  of  felony  in  contriving 
the  death  of  Ralph  Wake  her  hufband,  for  which  fhe  was  tried  and  condemned  to  be 
burnt.  Whereupon  the  premifes  being  forfeited.  Sir  William  Martin,  as  capital  lord, 
feized  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  Compton,  entered  on  it  as  his  efcheat,  and  continued 
the  feizin  for  feven  years,  tUl  the  faid  John  Wake  ejedted  him,  but  by  what  title  was 
not  known.^ 

This  John  Wake  a little  before  his  death  feoffed  Ifabel  the  wife  of  John  de  Keynes, 
and  others,  of  this  manor  with  other  lands  and  appertenances.  Which  Ifabel  died  33 
Edw.  III.  feized  of  a third  part  of  this  manor,  which  fhe  held  of  James  de  Audley,  to 
whom  Compton  had  been  allotted  in  the  divifion  of  the  Martin  eftates.  34  Edw.  III. 
John  Wake  held  two  parts  of  the  manor,  and  35  Edw.  III.  Thomas  Keynes,  fon  of 
Ifabel  above-mentioned,  held  that  third,  7 Hen,  V.  John  Keynes  held  at  his  death 


® Some  records  fay  Philip. 


' Efc.  22  Edw.  III. 
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the  manor  of  Compton-Martin,  and  one  acre  of  arable  land  lying  in  the  Over-Court 
clofe  there,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  John  Keynes  his  fon  and  heirJ 
Of  late  years  this  manor  has  belonged  to  the  Chandos  family}  but  the  prefent  Duke  of 
Chandos  fold  it  about  the  year  1779  to  John  Heniker,  efq;  who  is  the  prefent  poifeflbr. 

Moreton  is  a tithing  belonging  to  this  partlh,  fituated  about  two  miles  north,  and  has 
been  a place  of  very  confiderable  note.  At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  it  was  one  of  the 
manors  of  Serlo  de  Burci,  who  held  it  in  demefne: 

Serlo  himfelf  holds  Mortone.  Three  Thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward 
for  three  manors,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  Godric 
holds  of  this  land  two  hides,  and  Elric  two  hides.  ^ In  demefne  are  two  carucates, 
and  nine  villanes,  and  eleven  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five 
‘‘  drillings  rent,  and  forty  acres  of  meadow,  and  fifteen  acres  of  wood.  It  was  formerly 
and  is  now  worth  three  pounds.  Of  the  fame  land  Richard  holds  three  virgates, 
‘‘  and  Humphrey  one  virgate.  Tkere  is  one  plough,  and  two  villanes,  and  three  cotta- 
gers,  and  eighteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  four  acres  of  wood,  and  two  acres  of  pafture. 
It  was  heretofore  and  is  ftill  worth  fifteen  drillings.”® 

This  place  anciently  gave  name  to  a family  which  douridred  in  thefe  parts  for  a con- 
fiderable time.  19  Edw.  II.  William  Martin  died  fcized  af  half  a knight’s  fee  in 
Moreton,  which  John  de  Morton  held  in  demefne.''  A branch  of  this  family  was' 
alfo  feated  at  Mil  born- St. -Andrew  in  Dorfetdrire.  The  family  de  San£ta  Cruce,  or 
St.  Crofs,  likev/ife  pofTeffed  this  manor  for  feveral  defcents,  and  redded  here}  for 
the  record  above  quoted  fays  that  the  fame  William  Martin,  lord  of  Compton-Martin, 
had  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Morton  and  Bychemeftok,  which  Peter  de  Sandta  Cruce, 
and  Robert  Mudrrom  held  in  demefne.'  3 Ric.  11.  Matthew  Gournay  and  Alice 
his  wife  held  the  manor  of  Moreton  of  the  heir  of  William  de  Staunton,  as  of  his  manor 
of  White-Staunton.‘‘  15  Hen.  VI.  John  Newburgh  granted  this  manor  to  Robert 
Turges,  William  Turberville,  and  John  Fitz- James.'  By  an  inquifition  taken  at 
Brewton  7 Hen.  VIII.  it  was  found  that  Sir  Chriftopher  Wroughton,  knt.  pofTeffed 
the  manors  of  Moreton,  Bawdi'ip,  and  Efton,  and  that  he  enfeoffed  Henry  Longe, 
John  Brook,  and  others,  of  the  faid  premifes,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs 
and  affigns  for  ever.  Which  enfeoffment  the  jurors  faid  was  made  by  covine  and 
collufion,  in  order  to  defraud  the  King  of  the  wardfhip  and  marriage  of  the  faid 
Chriftopher.'”  24  Eliz.  the  manor  was  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford  and  his  heirs 
male."  39  Eliz.  it  belonged  to  Sir  George  Morton,  knt.  of  Clenfton  in  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  who  feems  to  have  been  defcended  from  the  family  de  Morton,  who  were  lords 
of  tliis  place  in  the  time  of  Edw.  II.°  He  died  8 Jac.  I. 

One  mile  to  the  north  of  Compton-Martin  is  an  ancient  manfion  called  Bigfield  or 
Bigfoldy  which  formerly  gave  name  to  a family.  The  fame  William  Martin,  of  whom 
we  have  made  fo  frequent  mention,  pofTeffed  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Bykefold,  which 
Roger  de  Bykefold  held.’’  It  now  belongs  to  Mr.  Bridges  of  BriftoL 

Efc.  ® Lib.  Domefday.  ” Lib.  Feod.  ‘ Ibid.  Efc.  * Hutchins’s  Dorfetfliire,  ii,  465. 

^ Inq.  poft  mort.  Chrift.  Wroughton,  Mil,  • Ter.  Sydenham,  ^ Ibid.  ''  Lib.  feod. 
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The  benence  of  Compton,  with  its  chapel,  was  in  1292  valued  at  fourteen  marks.’ 
It  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  in  the  patronage  of  the  Duke 
of  Chandos,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hofkins  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St,  Michael,  and  is  a handfome  ftrudture,  confifting  of  a 
nave  and  two  fide  ailes  leaded.  At  the  weft  end  there  is  a good  tower  feventy  feet 
high,  containing  fix  bells  and  a clock. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a mural  ftone  monument,  with  the  following  in- 

feription: Memoriae  Thomae  Symes,  filii  Caroli  Symes,  hujus  parochiae  redtoris; 

cohortis  praefedti  fub  Johanne  Duce  Marlborough,  fefe  immifeuit  in  multis  praeliis, 
et  non  fine  gloria  militavit.  Ejus  reliqui®  juxta  hunc  locum  depofitae  funt.  Obijt 
Nov.  21,  1724,  aetat.  fuae  35.  Edam  Annae  Chriftianae  Symes,  uxoris  charae,  quae 
obijt  Mar.  4,  1732,  aetatis  fuae  41.  Edam  Ricardi  Symes  infantis,  primogeniti  filii. 
Hoc  monumentum  pofuit  ejus  filius  Thomas  Symes.” 

On  a ftone  in  the  chancel  floor: “ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  William 

Symes,  who  departed  this  life  the  i8th  of  Sept.  1756,'  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age.” 

On  another  ftone  in  the  fame  floor: “Here  lyeth  the  body  of  George  Roynon, 

gent,  the  laft  ofthe  houfe  of  Bigfold.  Hedeceafed  Aug.  9,  1637,  aged  79.” 

Mr.  King  of  Moreton,  at  his  death  in  1776,  left  the  intereft  of  lool.  for  eftablifhing 
a fchool  for  teaching  poor  children,  with  a provifo  that  theparifli  would  make  it  up  lol. 
per  annum.  In  confequence  of  this  a fchool  has  been  eftabliflied,  and  twelve  poor 
children  are  taught. 

The  Duke  of  Chandos  has  added  two  guineas  a year  to  this  charity.  Mr.  Milner  of 
Briftol,  at  his  death  m 1778,  gave  20I.  the  intereft  of  which  is  alfo  added  to  this  charity, 

Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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This  llttle  parilh  is  fituated  on  elevated  ground,  under  the  north  fide  of  Mendip 
hills,  in  the  turnpike-road  from  Bath  to  Wells,  and  five  miles  weft  from  the 
latter  city.  It  lies  in  the  three  feveral  hundreds  of  Chewton,  Whitftone,  and  Kil- 
merfdon,  and  is  divided  into  the  tithings  ofEmborow,  Dolton,  and  Alhwick.  The 
lands  are  in  general  light,  and  of  lefs  value  than  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  parifhes. 
The  wood  is  moftly  afli,  elm,  beech,  and  fycamore,  which  thrive  well,  particularly  the 
two  laft-mentioned  forts,  of  which  there  are  feveral  trees  of  very  large  dimenfions  in  a 
field  adjoining  to  the  court-houfe,  the  fpread  of  one  of  the  beeches  being  two  hundred 
and  feventy  feet  in  circumference.  Here  were  formerly  mines  of  coal  and  lapis  calami- 
naris,  but  of  late  the  working  them  has  been  difeontinued. 
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On  the  jfouth  fide  of  the  turnpike  road,  at  the  bottom  of  a Heep  declivity  is  a fine 
lake,  called  by  the  different  names  of  Emborow  and  Leachmore  pond,  containing 
nearly  ten  acres.  It  lies  in  a vale  extending  almoft  eaft  and  weft,  with  a beautiful 
plantation  of  firs,  beeches,  and  fycamores,  on  the  dopes  of  the  hills  on  each  fide.  On 
the  eaftern  boundary  is  a fmall  cottage,  and  a boat-houfe  •,  at  the  weft  end  is  a marfii» 
and  below  that  another  lake  much  fmaller,  Pleafant  winding  walks  are  cut  through 
the  plantations,  which  belong  to  Henry  Hippefiey  Coxe,  of  Stoneafton,  efq;  and  that* 
on  the  weft  fide  abounds  with  many  curious  ferns  and  mofles  among  the  rocks. 

The  Romans  feem  to  have  been  occupied  in  all  thefe' parts,  and  feveral  of  their  filver 
coins  have  been  dug  up  in  plowing  a field  near  the  church. 

The  Saxons  called  this  place  AmlhrgSi  a name  which  was  continued  by  the 
Normans,  when  they  came  to  the  poflelTion  of  this  kingdom.  It  then  belonged  to  the 
Bilhop  of  Coutance; 

Robert  holds  of  the  Bilhop  Amelberge.  Two  Thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  de- 
mefne  are  two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  fix  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with 
five  ploughs.  There  are  twenty-nine  acres  of  meadow.  It  was  worth  twenty  fhil- 
“ lings,  now  feventy  Ihillings.”* 

In  the  time  ofEdw.  III.  we  learn  from  the  inquifition  that  Simon  de  Trewithofe 
held  at  his  death  jointly  with  Cecily  the  daughter  of  John  Fiiiol,  who  furvived  him,  this 
manor  of  Emborow,  then  written  Emmeberghe.  He  alfo  held  two  yardlands  and  a 
half,  nine  acres  of  meadow,  and, twenty  Ihillings  rent  in  Wells,  Kilmerfdon,  Penne, 
Watercome,  and  Corfcombe,  of  William  Tracy,  by  the  fervice  of  five  flrillings  per 
annum  for  all  fervices,  John  de  Trewithofe  was  his  fon  and  heir  of  the  age  of  forty 
years.'’  23  Edw.  III.  the  manor  of  Emenebere  is  fet  down  among  the  knight’s  fees 
which  belonged  to  Hugh  le  Difpencer  deceafed,  and  were  held  by  him  of  the  King  in 
capitcj  and  William  Tracy  is  certified  to  hold  one  knight’s  fee  in  this  manor  under  the 
faid  Hugh  le  Difpencer.'  17  Edw.  IV.  Sir  John  Botiler,  knt.  died  feized  of  the 
manor  of  Eneburgh,  and  three  meffuages,  one  hundred  acres  of  arable  land,  fixteen  acres 
of  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  pafture  in  W alccmbe  and  Penne,  which  he  held  of 
Henry  Tracy,  elq;  by  the  fervice  of  the  third  part  of  a knight’s  fee;  and  in  which  he 
was  fucceeded  by  John  Botiler  his  fon  and  heir.'*  Thefe  Botilers,  Botelers,  or  Butlers, 
(as  the  name  is  now  written)  were  defcended  from  Ralph,  who  in  the  time  of  Hen.  I. 
was  the  pncerna  or  butler  in  the  houlhold  of  Robert  Earl  of  Mellent  and  Leicefter. 
The  chief  refidence  of  the  family  was  at  Badminton  in  the  county  of  Glocefter,  now  the 
feat  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Brewton  17  June,  17  Hen. 
VIII,  it  was  found  thatjohn  Butler,  of  Badminton,  efq;  died  7 Jan.  15  Hen.  VIIL 
feized  of  the  manors  ofEnborough,  Walton,  Walcombe,  and  Penne,  all  holden  of 
William  Tracy,  efq;  but  by  what  fervice  was  not  known.'  His  fon  Ralph  Butler  died 
in  his  father’s  life-time,  and  Sir  John  Butler,  fon  of  Ralph,  fucceeded  in  the  eftates. 


• Lib.  Domefday,  ^ Efc.  13  Edw.  Ill,  * Lib.  Feod. 

' Inq,  poft  mort.  Johannis  Butler,  ar.  17  Hen,  VIIL 
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This  Sir  John  married  Silveftra  daughter  of  Sir  Anfelm  Guife  of  Elmore,  and  died 
5 Edw.  VI.  leaving  a fon  William,  who  married  Theophila,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Newton.  13  Eliz.  this  manor  was  the  property  of  JohnHippefley,  efq;  from  whom  it 
has  defcended  with  the  other  lands  to  Henry  Hippefley  Coxe,  efq;  the  prefent  poffeflbr. 
The  court  or  manor-houfe  adjoins  the  church-yard,  and  bears  evident  veftiges  of 
antiquity. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  one  of  the  four,  whereof 
Chewton-Mendip  is  the  mother  church;  the  three  others  being  Ston-Eafton,  Far- 
rington, and  Paulton.  The  King  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Annefley  the  prefent 
incumbent.  The  great  tithes  belong  to  Robert  Kingfmill,  efq. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a fmall  edifice,  confifting.  of  a nave, 
chancel,  and  north  aile,  covered  with  lead.  The  tower,  which,  though  fmall,  is  very 
neat.  Hands  between  the  chancel  and  the  nave,  and  contains  two  bells. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  are  two  fmall  mural  monuments  of  Hone,  the  firfl 

of  \^hich  is  infcribed, “ Under  lyes  the  body  of  Elizabeth  wife  of  John  Hippefley, 

gent,  who  died  Odlober  14,  1703.  And  alfo  the  bodies  of  three  of  their  children, 
John,  Elizabeth,  and  John,  who  all  died  in  the  years  1700  and  1702.”  Arms:  Sable, 
three  mullets  between  two  bendlets  or,  impaling  three  battle-axes  fable. 

On  the  lecond  monument: “ Near  this  place  lye  the  bodies  of  Mary  and  John, 

fon  and  daughter  of  John  Hippefley,  gent.  John  died  May  12 Mary  died 

March  4 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a mural  monument  of  black  Hone  with  this 

Infcription: ‘‘  George  the  feventh  fon  of  John  Hippefley,  of  Ston-Eafton,  elq;  who 

died  the  9th  day  of  May  1725,  aged  84.  Catherine  his  wife,  who  died  the  8th  of 
April  1733,  ^ged  84.  John  their  eldeft  fon,  died  Feb.  15,  1751,  aged  82.  And 
Mary  his  wife  died  the  2d  of  May  1761,  aged  75.” 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  on  which  is  this 

infcription: “Underneath  lies  interred  the  body  of  Ann,  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert 

Hippefley  of  this  parilh  by  Margaret  his  wife;  Ihe  died  Nov.  8,  1726,  aged  eight 
years  and  eight  months.” 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  aile  are  three  old  mural  monuments  of  black  ftone. 

On  the  firft  is  this  infcription: “ Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Mr.  Edward 

Hippefley,  fenh  who  died  May  29,  17 1 1,  aged  65.  Abigail  his  wife  died  the  27th  of 

April,  1723.  Alfo  of  Edward,  Richard,  and  Chriftopher,  three  of  their  children.” 

Arms : Hippefley,  impaling  gules,  in  chief  a talbot  fable  trippant,  in  baft  three  tiger’s 
heads  erafed  argent. 

On  thefecond  monument: “ Underneath  lies  the  body  of  Mary  the  wife  of  Mr. 

Robert  Hippefley,  fenk  She  died  March  4,  1714,  aged  62.  Alfo  the  body  of 
Hannah  Bendel,  who  died  Feb.  12,  1731,  aged  66.  Robert  Hippefley,  fon  of  Edward 
Hippefley,  died  Aug.  20,  1736,  aged  85.” 

Oa 
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On  the  third  monument; In  memory  of  Mr.  John  Walter,  who  lies  under- 

neath interred.  He  died  Aug.  24,  1730,  aged  32.  Chriftus  mihi  vita.” 

On  a flat  ftbne  in  the  north  aile:— — “ Here  lyeth  the  bodye  of  Triftram  Lane,  AVho 
dyed  March  6,  1606.  - Elbor  the  wife  of  Triftram  Lane,  died  Aug.  14,  A.  D.  1642. 
Alfo  here  refleth  the  body  of  Catherine  Hippifley,  widdow,  daughter  of  Triftram  Lane 
and  Elinor  his  wife,  who  died  April  26,  1666.” 

On  another  ftone:——'^*  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Theodore  Hippifley,  gent,  who 
died  June  II,  1704.” 


FARRINGTO  N-G  O U R N A Y, 

SO  called  from  its  ancient  lords,  is  a fmallparifh,  three  miles  from  Chewton-Mendip, 
and  in  the  turnpike-road  from  Wells  to  Briftol,  from  which  it  is  diftant  thirteen 
miles.  It  contains  about  ninety  houfes,  and  four  hundred  and  fixty  inhabitants.  The 
country  here  is  clofely  wooded,  and  more  on  a level  than  moft  of  the  adjacent  parifhes. 
There  is  a coal- work  here,  belonging  to  Mr.  Mogg,  of  High-Littleton,  who  owns  the 
greateft  part  of  the  parifh,  and  has  two  good  houfes  therein. 

The  manor  of  Ferentone^  or  Farrington^  was  one  of  thofe  many  which  the  Conqueror"' 
gave  to  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances; 

Azelin  holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Ferentone.  Brifmar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  feven  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
three  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  feven  cottagers,  with  four 
“ ploughs.  There  are  one  hundred^es  of  meadow.  It  was  worth  fifty  fhillings, 
“ now  four  pounds.”* 

This  Azelin,  or  Afcelin,  who  held  the  manor  of  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances,  was  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  of  Percival,  of  whom  notice  has  been  taken  in  the  account  of 
Caftle-Cary.'*  He  died  in  1120,  21  Hen.  I.  leaving  feveral  fons,  of  whom  John,  a 
younger  fon,  obtained  of  his  father  during  his  life  the  manors  of  Farrington  and  Harp- 
tree  for  his  inheritance;  and  from  the  latter  place,  which  he  generally  inhabited,  ,he 
adopted  the  furname  of  de  Harpetre.  This  John  was  father  of  William  de  Harpetre, 
who  12  Hen.  II.  upon  the  aid  levied  for  marrying  the  King’s  daughter,  certified  that 
be  held  thirteen  knight’s  fees  and  one  half,  and  the  fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee;  and 
that  he  gave  half  of  one  knight’s  fee  to  Robert  de  Ferenton.*^  To  whom  fucceeded 
John  de  Harpetre  his  fon  and  heir,  baron  of  Harptree,  of  whom  we  find  little  mention 
in  hiftory,  fave  that  he  was  father  of  two  fons,  William  de  Harpetre,  baron  of  Harptree, 

* Lib.  Domefday.  See  page  52  of  this  vol.  • ' Lib.  Rub.  Scaccarii. 
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and  John,  who  died  without  iffue.  William  fucceeded  to  the  eftates,  and  22  Hen.  11, 
paid  a fine  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  ti'efpairmg  in  the  King’s  forefts  in  Dorfetfhire,'* 
and  6 Ric.  I.  gave  one  hundred  marks  to  make  his  peace  with  that  King,  fo  that  he 
might  repofiTefs  his  lands  lying  in  the  counties  of  Dorfet,  Somerfet,  Gloucefter,  and 
Devon.'  This  William  married  Maud  Orefcuilz,  or  Orcas,  a Norman  lady,  who  was 
a coheirefs  with  Alice  Orefcuilz  her  filler,  and  made  partition  of  her  inheritance  by 
fine  10  Ric.  whereupon  the  faid  W illiam  obtained  half  a knight’s  fee  with  its  apper- 
tenances  in  Sharncot  in  the  county  oT  Wilts.  He  died  16  Hen.  III.  leaving  iffue 
Thomas  de  Harpetre,  Pagan,  and  William.  Thomas  the  eldeft.fon  married  Eva  de 
Gorniaco,  or  Gournay,  filler  and  heir  of  Maurice  de^Berkely,  (otherwife  furnamed  de 
Gaunt)  and  daughter  of  Robert,  fon  of  Robert  Fitzharding,  by  Alice  the  daughter  and 
heir  of  Robert  de  Gaunt  of  Folkingham,  brother  and  at  length  heir  of  Gilbert  de 
Gaunt,  Earl  of  Lincoln  j which  Eva,  wife  of  the  faid  Xhomas  de  Harpetre,  was  thus 
heir  of  the  great  houfes  of  Fitzharding,  Gournay,  Gaunt,  and  Paganel.  Their  ilTue 
v/as  Robert  de  Harpetre,  lord  ofHarptree,  Farrington,  Inglilhcombe,  and  Overweare, 
This  Robert  alTumed  the  name  of  Gournay  from  his  mother,  and  under  that  title 
41  Hen.  III.  had  fummons  to  be  in  Brillol,  in  the  odaves  of  St.  Peter  ad  vincula, 
well  fitted  with  horfe  and  arms,  to  march  into  Wales.  He  was  alfo  fummoned  to  other 
places  of  rendezvous  for  a fimilar  purpofe.  For  his  adls  of  charity,  he  was  founder  of 
the  hofpital  of  Gaunt,  alias  Billefwicke,  near  Brillol,  for  the  health  of  his  own  foul, 
and  for  the  foul  of  Maurice  de  Gaunt  his  uncle/  and  died  53  Hen.  Ill,  leaving  ififue, 
by  Hawifa  de  Longchamp  his  wife,  Anfelm  de  Gournay,  lord  of  Farrington,  Eaft  and 
Well  Harptree,  &C.'’  and  John  de  Gournay,  lord  of  Overweare  and  Netherweare  in 
this  county.  Which  Anfelm  having  done  his  homage  for  his  father’s  eflate  foon  after 
his  deceafe,‘  was  returned  by  the  jury  of  Winterftoke  hundred  to  hold  of  the  King  in 
capite,  the  manor  of  Eaft-Harptree,  by  the  half  of  one  knight’s  fee,  on  which  depended 
the  manor  of  Weft-Harptree,'‘  He  married  Sibilla,  daughter  of  Hugh  de  Vivoun,  by 
whom  he  had  ilTue  three  fons,  John,  Robert,  and  Thomas  de  Gournay,  to  the  laft  of 
whom,  being  the  youngell  fon,  and  unprovided  for,  he  granted  by  deed  13  Edw,  I. 
this  manor  of  Farrington,  to  beheld  to  him  and  the  heirs  of  his  body  for  ever,  by  the 
annual  fervice  of  a rofe,  to  be  paid  upon  the  feaft  of  the  Nativity  of  Saint  John  the 
Baptift,*  And  in  the  year  following  he  granted  the  manor  of  Inglilhcombe  to  the  faid 
Thomas  his  fon,  under  the  fervice  of  twelve  crofs-bow  Ihot,™  He  died  the  fame  year, 
and  the  next  after  John  de  Gournay  did  his  fealty,  and  had  livery  of  his  lands."  This 
John,  who  was  a baron,  married  Oliva,  daughter  of  Henry  Lovel„  baron  of  Callle- 
Cary,  by  whom  he  had  one  only  daughter  and  heir,  viz.  Elizabeth  de  Gournay,  who, 
though  but  fixteen  years  old  at  her  father’s  death,  was  then  married  to  John  ap-Adamj 
and  he  doing  his  fealty,  had  livery  of  all  the  lands  of  her  inheritance,  which  was  after- 
wards profufely  fquandered  away. 

* Rot.  Pip,  22  Hen,  II,  » Rot,  PIp,  6 Ric,  I,  ' Fin,  lev.  ap,  Winchcfter,  10  Ric.  I, 
f’  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monaftica,  " Efc.  53  Hen.  Ill,  ‘ Fin.  53  Hen.  III. 

“ Inq,  in  baga  de  Ragman,  4 Edw.  I,  Somf,  rot,  i2,  * Efc.  13  Edw.  I,  Cart,  antiq. 

» Rot.  Fin,  K Edw,  I.  m,  7. 
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The  elder  branch  of  this  family  being  entirely  extinft,  we  come  next  to  Thomas  de 
Gournay,  the  firft  of  that  name,  youngeft  fon  of  Anfelm  de  Gournay  and  Sibilla  de 
Vivoun  his  wife,  lord  of  Farrington,  Inglifticombe,  and  Weft-Harptree.  But  of  him 
all  that  is  recorded  is,  that  he  was  in  the  wars  of  Scotland  28  Edw.  I.  and  that  he  was 
father  of  Thomas  de  Gournay,  the  fecondof  that  name,  who  fucceeded  to  the  manors 
of  Farrington,  Ingliflicombe,  and  Weft-Harptree.  This  Sir  Thomas  de  Gournay  was 
one  of  thole  who  had  the  cuftody  of  that  unhappy  prince  King  Edward  II.  after  he  had 
been  depofed  by  the  contrivances  of  Ifabella  his  queen,  and  Roger  Mortimer  earl  of 
March;  and  having  oonfequently  been  acceflary  to  his  murder  in  Berkeley-Caftle,  was 
obliged  on  the  change  of  times  to  fly  into  foreign  parts.  But  a price  being  fet  on 
his  head,  he  was  feized  at  Burges  in  Spain,  and  commanded  by  Edw.  III.  to  be 
brought  over  into  England,  notwithftanding  which  order,  by  fome  fecret  pradlices  or 
other,  his  execution  was  performed  privately  at  fea;  and  on  account  of  his  treafonable 
manoeuvres  all  his  eftates  in  England  were  confifcated,  and  became  veiled  in  the 
King’s  hands,  who  annexed  them  to  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall  for  ever,  and  at  this 
day  the  manors  of  Farrington-Gournay,  Weft-Harptree,  Inglilhcombe,  Widcombe, 
Curry-Malet,  Shepton-Malet,  Stoke-under-Hamden,  Midfummer-Norton,  Stratton- 
on-the-Fofs,  Laverton,  Milton-Falconbridge  in  the  parilh  of  Martock,  (all  parcel  of 
the  Gournay  eftates)  belong  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall. 

Notwithftanding  the  decree  of  King  Edw.  III.  though  abfolute  in  itfelf,  it  is 
-evident  that  favour  was  Ihewn  to  tlie  children  of  this  Thomas  de  Gournay,  who  was  thus 
attainted.  Thefe  were,  Thomas  de  Gournay,  the  third  of  that  name;  John  de  Gournay, 
of  Knolle  in  Bedminfter;  George  de  Gournay ,"who  died  without  iflfue;  and  Sir  Matthew 
de  Gournay,  a famous  knight,  and  a perfon  of  moft  confummate  Ikill  and  reputations 
having  dedicated  himfelf  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  he  was  prefent  in  all  the  memorable 
engagements  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  being  recorded  on  his  monument  at  Stoke-under- 
Hamden,®  where  he  was  buried,  to  have  ferved  in  the  battles  of  Benamazin,  Sluice, 
CrelTy,  Ingenny^  Poidliers,  Nazaron  in  Spain,  and  in  the  fiege  of  Algezira,  againft  the 
Saracens.  He  married  two  wives,  i.  Alice,  After  of  Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  and  relidt  of  Sir  John  Beauchamp  of  Hatch.  To  his  fecond  wife  he 
married  Philippa,  filler  and  coheir  of  John  Lord  Talbot.  This  Matthew  de  Gournay 
died  without  iflue  at  the  age  of  ninety-fix,  in  the  fixth  year  of  Henry  IV.  A.  D.  1405. 
Thomas  de  Gournay  his  brother,  the  third  of  that  name,  and  after  him  his  fon  Thomas 
de  Gournay  the  fourth,  polTefled,  under  the  royal  grant,  the  manors  of  Farrington, 
Inglilhcombe,  and  Weft-Harptree,  with  all  or  moll  of  the  other  eftates,  which,  their 
iflue  failing,  the  above-mentioned  Matthew  de  Gournay,  who  was  the  laft  of  the  Gour- 
nays  of  this  line,  fucceeded  to,  and  after  his  deceafe  they  reverted  to  the  crown.  , 

The  living  of  Farrington  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  being  annexed 
to  Chewton,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Annelley  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  is  a fmall  building,  fur- 
tounded  with  elm  trees,  twice  the  height  of  the  tower,  which  entirely  exclude  it  from 
tviewu  It  confifts  of  a Angle  aile;  the  tower  at  the  weft  end. 

^ See-Stoke-imder-Hainden,  in  Tintinhull  hundred, 
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Over  the  communion-table  an  old  ftone  monument  commemorates  Henry  Hole, 
gent,  who  died  Jan.  16,  1708}  and  Mary  his  wife,  who  died  April  23,  1689,  as  alfo 
three  of  their  children. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  nave  is  a fmall  mural  monument  of  grey  and  white  marble, 
infcribed  to  the  memory  of  John  Mogg,  efq;  who  died  March  4,  1728,  aged  78  years; 
as  alfo  of  Dorothy  his  wife,  and  Richard  their  fon. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  tower  is  the  effigies  in  ftone  of  Thomas  de  Gournay,  the  third 
of  that  name,  lord  of  this  manor,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  third. 

According  to  the  regifter,  the  chriftenings  in  this  pariffi  are  ten  annually,  and  the 
burials  four,  on  a feven  years  average. 


west-h'arptree. 

A LARGE  and  neat  village,  fituated  under  the  north  fide  of  Mendip,  in  a valley 
well  wooded,  and  watered  by  .a  rivulet,  which  ilTuing  from  a fpring  near  the  ftreet, 
called  Pilefwellj  runs  hence  to  Chew-Magna.  It  confifts  of  about  forty  houfes,  eleven 
of  which  are  farms,  the  reft  chiefly  cottages.  There  is  a hamlet  belonging  to  the 
parifli,  called  Down-Edge,  about  a mile  weftward  from  the  church,  and  confifting  of 
eight  houfes. 

There  are  two  manors  within  this  pariffi,  diftinguiffied  by  the  names  of  Wefl-Harp- 
tree-Gournayy  and  Weft -Harptree-T illy.  The  former  belonged  at  the  Conqueft  to  the 
Biffiop  of  Coutances,  and  is  thus  particularized  in  the  Norman  Record: 

“ Azelin  holds  of  the  Biffiop,  Herpetrev.  Edui  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Ed- 
“ ward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  is  half  a 
‘‘  carucate,  and  feven  villanes,  and  four  bordars,  and  five  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs. 

There  is  a mill  of  five  ffiillings  rent,  and  fifty-eight  acres  of  meadow,  and  forty-two 
“ acres  of  wood.  Palhire  one  mile  long,  and  half  a mile  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth 
forty  ffiillings.”* 

Who  this  tenant  of  the  name  of  Azelin  was,  has  been  feen  in  the  account  of  Far- 
rington-Gournay,  and  there  being  no  variation  in  the  defcent  of  this  manor  from  that, 
fave  that  the  one  was  held  of  the  Levels  of  Caftle-Cary,  and  the  other  of  the  Gournays 
of  Eaft-Harptree,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  foregoing  pages  for  an  account  of  its 
polfelTors,  the  prefent  one  being  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall. 

The  other  manor  was  the  land  of  Walter  de  Dowai,  and  is  thus  furveyed: 

“ Ralph  holds  of  Walter,  Harpetrev.  Eluvacre  heldit  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  caru- 


» Lib.  Domefday. 
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**  cate,  and  two  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  two  cottagers  with  two  ploughs.  There 
is  a mill  of  five  Jfhillings  rent,  and  fifty-eight  acres  of  meadow,  and  fixty-two  acres  of 
wood.  Pafture  one  mile  in  length  and  breadth.  It  was  and  is  worth  forty  fliillings.”” 

The  family  of  Tylly  or  Tilly,  who  afterwards  poflefled  this  manor,  was  very  ancient. 
6 Ric.  I.  Henry  de  Tilli  paid  fourteen  pounds  fifteen  fliillings  as  feutage  for  the  King’s 
ranfom.'  To  him  fucceeded  John  Tylly,  who  gave  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Bruerne  in  the  county  of  Oxford  one  mefluage,  and  one  yardland  and  a half,  in  his 
manor  of  Weft-Harptree-Tylly,  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  John  Tylly,  his  fon  and 
heir,  was  lord  of  this  manor  16  Edw.  I.^  To  whom  fucceeded  a fecond  John,  and  to 
him  Richard  Tylly,  whofe  fon  and  heir  William  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  was  a 
benefaftor  to  Glaftonbuiy- Abbey,  granting  to  the  abbot  and  convent  thereof  one  mef- 
fuage,  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  arable  land,  feven  acres-of-meadow,  five  acres  of 
pafture,  and  five  acres  of  wood,  in  Afheot,  Greinton,  and  Walton.®  This  William  had 
lands  at  the  Barton,  near  Briftol,  and  one  hundred  fhillings  rent  in  that  city,  which  he 
held  of  the  King  in  burgage.^  The  next  of  this  name  that  occurs  is  John  Tilly,  whofe 
heir  is  fet  down  23  Edw.  III.' as  holding  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee  in  Portiftiead, 
and  likewife  the  fourth  part  of  a fee  in  Copeneden  of  Hugh  le  Difpenfer.®  10  Hen.  I V. 
Richard  Tilly  held  the  vill  of  Hogftiole  upon  Quantock.*'  To  which  Richard  fuc- 
ceeded Walter  Tilly,  who  was  lord  of  Salty  or-Salthay,  in  this  county. ‘ By  his  wife 
Joan,  he  was  father  of  Lionel  Tilly,  lord  of  Salthay  13  Hen.  VI.'' 

16  Edw.  IV.  Walter  Rodney,  the  fon  of  Sir  Walter  Rodney,  knt.  releafed  to  William 
Raynon  or  Roynon,  efqj  all  his  right  in  the  lands  and  tenements  in  Weft-Harptree- 
Tilly,  which  the  faid  William  Raynon  had  fome  time  before  of  the  grant  of  Thomas 
Bayoufe.' 

35  Hen.  VIII.  this  manor  being  in  the  crown,  was  granted  to  John  Lord  Rulfel,® 
who  the  fame  year  had  licence  to  alienate  it  to  John  Buckland.  27  Eliz.  Thomas 
Buckland  was  lord  of  this  manor."  Of  this  ancient  family  was  Ralph  Buckland,  a 
celebrated  Puritan  in  the  time  of  James  I.  After  ftudying  in  London  the  municipal 
laws  for  fome  time,  he  in  1579  became  a commoner  of  Magdalen  college  in  Oxford, 
whence,  by  the  inftigation  of  fome  Roman-Catholick  prieft,  he  went  forthwith  to 
the  Englilh  college  at  Rheimes,  where,  and  at  Rome,  he  fpent  feven  years  in  the 
ftudy  of  philofophy  and  divinity.  He  afterwards  was  made  a prieft,  and  returning  to 
his  own  country,  fpent  above  twenty  years  in  the  offices  of  his  profeffion,  during  which 
time  he  wrote  and  publiffied  feveral  books  in  his  own  way,  as  “ Seven  Sparks  of  the 
Enkindled  Soul.”  Four  Lamentations,  which,  compofed  in  the  hard  times  of  Queen 

Elizabeth,  may  be  ufed  at  all  times  when  the  Church  happeneth  to  be  extreamly  per- 
fecuted.”  It  was  thought,  from  fome  fentences  contained  in  thefe  little  books,  which 
are  drawn  out  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  after  the  form  of  Pfalms,  that  the  author  paid 
fome  little  attention  to  the  Gunpowder  affair  in  1605,  which  it  is  generally  believed 
was  concerted  abroad  fome  years  before  its  difeovery.  Buckland  alfo  wrote,  “ An 

Lib.  Domefday.  ‘ Rot.  pip.  6 Ric.  I.  Inq.  ad  quod  damnum.  19  Edw.  I. 

* Ibid.  6 Edw.  III.  ^ Efc.  « Lib.  Feod.  ■■  Efc.  ‘ Ibid.  “ Ibid.  ' 

' Rot.  claus.  16  Edw.  IV.  Ter.  Sydenham.  " Ibid. 
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Ambaflage  from  Heaven,  wherein  our  Lord  Chrift  giveth  to  underftand  his  indignation 
againft  all  fuch  as  being  catholickly  minded,  dare  yield  their  prefence  to  the  rites  and 
public  prayers  of  the  nhalignant  church.”  He  likewife  tranflated  into  Englifli  a book 
entitled  Be  Perfecutione  Vandelica^  written  by  Vidlor  bifhop  of  Benferte  in  Africa;  and 
the  fix  volumes  of  Surius  Be  Vitis  Sandiorum.  He  died  in  16  ii,  leaving  behind  him 
among  the  brethren,  the  character  of  a moil  pious  and  feraphical  perfon,  a perfon  who 
werit  beyond  all  of  his  time  for  fervent  devotion.®  The  old  manfion-houfe,  wherein  the 
Bucklands  inhabited,  Hands  oppofite  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  and  over-againft  it  is 
another  ancient  houfe,  the  property  of  Goodenough  Earl,  efq;  who  inherits  the  manor 
of  Weft-Harptree-Tilly.  On  one  fide  of  the  porch  are  the  arms  ofBuckland,  viz. 
Three  lions  rampant,  on  a canton  dexter  a fret.  On  the  other  fide,  two  chevrons 
between  three  rofes.  The  arms  of  Tilly,  as  they  were  borne  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI. 
were,  a fefle  bendy  counter-bendy,  in  chief  three  fleurs  de  lis. 


The  church  of  Weft-Harptree,  valued  in  1292  at  thirteen  marks,'’  is  a prebend  in 
the  cathedral  of  Wells.  11  Edw.  III.  Sir  Walter  de  Rodney,  knt.  in  commiferation 

of  the  poverty  of  the  canons  of  Keynfham,  granted  to  them  the  right  of  patronage  of 
this  church,''  which  the  Bifhop  appropriated  to  them  in  1337,  ordaining  the  vicar 
hereof  to  take  polTefTion  of  the  reftorial  houfes  with  garden  and  curtillage,  and  to  re- 
ceive all  kinds  of  tithes,  oblations,  obventions,  and  profits  whatfoeyer,  belonging  to  the 
faid  church,  excepting  from  the  arable  land,  meadow,  and  wood  of  the  glebe  of  the 
church,  and  common,  as  well  in  the  wood  of  Lady  Joan  deGournay,  as  in  other  places 
and  paftures  appropriated  to  the  feeding  the  cattle  of  the  convent.'  A new  ordination 
of  this  vicarage  was  made  in  1344,  whereby  it  was  appointed,  that  it  being  judged 
more  convenient  and  expedient  for  the  vicar  to  have  a houfe  feparate  from  the  parfon- 
age- houfe,  and  nearer  to  the  church,  the  faid  vicar  fhould  have  all  the  manfe  belonging 
to  the  church,  fituated  oppofite  the  parfonage  gate,  with  competent  curtillage,  and  a 
■clofe  adjoining  thereto,  with  a hall,  and  two  fitting  rooms,  and  two  cellars ; one  of  the 
rooms  with  a cellar  at  the  hither  end  of  the  hall,  and  the  other  room  with  the  cellar  at 
the  further  end  of  the  hall,  as  alfo  a kitchen,  granary,  liable  for  three  horfes,  and 
a pigeon-houfe;  to  be  built  within  fix  months,  at  the  charge  and  expence  of  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  Keynfham;  but  the  vicar  to  Hand  to  repairs  as  often  as  found 
needful.  The  vicar  was  likewife  to  have  five  acres  of  arable  land,  and  two  acres  of 
meadow,  contiguous  to  the  faid  houfe  and  tenement,  with  all  its  appertenances,  viz. 
free  commonage  of  pafture  for  all  forts  of  beafts  at  all  times  of  the  year,  in  the  cham- 
pain,  on  the  hill,  and  in  all  the  common  paftures  of  the  village  of  Weft-Harptree;  with 
the  privilege  of  cutting  heath  upon  M'Cndip,  as  much  and  as  often  as  he  pleafed. 
In  confideration  of  which  perquifites,  two  quarters  of  wheat,  two  of  oats,  two  of  barley, 
and  three  loads  of  hay,  were  to  be  deducted  from  the  firft  ordination,  and  all  other 
" matters  contained  therein  to  Hand  as  appointed.  But  if  the  houfe  fhould  not 
be  built  within  the  time  above  fpecified,  or  the  vicar  fhould  not  obtain  the  faid  houfe 
and  lands,  the  firft  ordination  to  remain  m full  force.  Dated  at  Wivelfcombe  5 kak 
Dec.  1344.* 


* Wood’s  Atheflse  Oxonienfes,  1. 374,  375.  Taxat.  Spiritual. 

i £xcerpt.  e Regift.  Wellen. 


*>  Pat.  JJ  Edw.  III.  p.  J.  m.  35. 
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The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter.  The  King  is 
patron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haines  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  aile  on  the 
fouth  fide,  all  covered  with  lead.  At  the  weft  end  is  a fmall  tower,  containing  five 
bells  and  a clock,  and  is  furmounted  by  a fpire  leaded.  . . 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a fmall  plain  ftone  monument  with  this  infcrip- 
tion: — — “ Under  this  tombe  are  inclofed  the  bodys  of  John  Buckland  of  this  parifh, 
gent,  fonn  of  Charles  Buckland  ■ and  Bridget  his  wife,  late  of  Lewes  in  Suftex,  gent. 
He  departed  this  life  July  17.  And  alfo  Bridget,  the  daughter  of  the  faid  John 
Buckland,  who  departed  this  life  Jan.  17,  both  in  the  year  1696.” 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel: “ Under  this  tombe  is  inclofed  Bridget  the 

daughter  of  John  Reliffe,  of  Alliburnham  in  the  county  of  Suftex,  efq;  and  grand- 
daughter of  Sir  George  Farewell,  of  Hill-Biftiops  in  this  county;  late  wife  of  Charles 
Bucldand,  of  this  pariih,  gent.  She  departed  this  life  April  the  8th,  1698,  aged  58.” 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aile  is  a handfome  mural  monument  of  ftone,  and  on  the 
tablet  this  infcription: — ‘‘Hicjuxta  jacent  Henrietta,  uxor  Willielmi  Earle,  arm.  filia 
Smart  Goodenough,  arm.  de  Barton  prope  Taunton;  nata  6 Martij,  anno  1676,. 
denata  31  January  1703.  Robertus  Earle,  gent,  filius  natu  tertius  Willielmi  Earle, 
arm.  natus  22  January;  denatus  y February,  1703.  Willielmus  Hall  Earle,  gen.  filius 
natu  fecundus  Willielmi  Earle,  fervient.  ad  legem,  natus  6 July,  1700;  denatus  28 
Juiij,  1721,  Willielmus  Earle,  ferviens  ad  legem,  filius  natu  quartus,  Tho.  Earle, 
equitis  aurati  de  Crudwell  in  agro  Wilton,  obiit  10  die  Martij,  anno  aetatis  78, 
Dom.  39.’* 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  channel  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone  with  this  infcription : 
*Hn  the  middle  of  this  chancel  lyeth  interred  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Brickdale,  efq; 
who  departed  this  life  the  30th  of  April  1748,  aged  32.  And  Ann,  the  wife  of  the 
faid  John  Brickdale,  died  the  15th  of  Feb.>  1748,  aged  56.  Alfo  Jolin  Freke 
Brickdale,  efq;  fon  of  the  faid  John  Brickdale,  who  died  June  4,  1765,,  aged  47, 
Likewife  the  laid  John  Brickdale,  efq;  who  died  Od.  25,  1766,  aged  90.” 

Matthew  Brickdale,  efq;  is  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes  of  Weft-Harptree. 

Mrs.  Mary  Buckland,  by  her  will,  gave  a clofe  in  the  parifti  of  Backwell,  called 
Cockwell- Croft,  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  to  bind  out  a poor  child  appren- 
tice, 1672. 

John  Buckland,  efq;  by  a codicil  annexed  to  his  will,  dated  23d  of  April  1675,  de- 
vifed  two  clofcs  in  this  parifti,  called  Clofewell  and  Syms-Clofe,  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor 
of  this  parifti  for  ever.  1678. 

John  Plummer  of  this  parifti,  yeoman,  by  his  will  Sept.  24,  1725,  devifed  a copy- 
hold tenement  lying  in  this  parifti ; the  one  half  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  this  parifti, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  Priddy,  He  died  1736,  aged  88. 
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William  Earle,  ferjeant  at  law,  by  his  will  dated  the  17th  of  May  1739,  gave  50I, 
to  this  parilh;  the  intereft  thereof  at  four  per  cent,  to  be  for  ever  applied  to  the  ufe 
of  the  poor. 

By  the  regifter  it  appears,  that  on  a feven  years’  average,  the  births  have  been  feven, 
the  burials  five  annually. 

In  the  church-yard  are  ten  of  the  fineft  yew-trees  perhaps  in  the  kingdom.  They 
are  dipt  into  cones,  and  the  diameter  of  the  largeft  is  at  the  bottom  thirty-fix  feet,  the 
height  forty}  the  body  of  the  tree  thirteen  feet  round. 

Of  this  church  Dr.  James  Dugdale  (a  defcendant  of  Sir  William  Dugdale)  was 
prebendary  in  the  great  rebellion  in  1642,  and  was  much  perfecuted  for  his  loyalty. 
He  lived  to  fee  the  Reftoration. 


HINTON-BLEWET,  alias  COLD-HINTON, 

IS  a fmall  parilh,  five  miles  fouthward  from  Chew-Magna,  fituated  on  high  ground  in  a 
pleafant  well-wooded  country.  A fmall  ftream  rifing  in  one  of  the  neighbouring 
hills,  runs  through  this  parilh,  turning  two  mills,  and  joins  the  little  river  at  Radftock. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Brookes  has  a neat  houfe  and  garden  near  the  church}  another  on  the 
green  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon  of  Bath,  who  has  a confiderable  farm  here, 
and  an  old  liable  which  has  from  time  immemorial  been  called  Abbot’s  Barn,  from 
which  fome  have  been  induced  to  think  it  is  the  remains  of  fome  religious  foundation  j 
bi}t  we  have  no  account  of  it  in  the  monallick  books. 

The  name  of  this  place  in  Britilh  fignifies  the  Old  Town}  it  is  called  in  Domefday  > 
Book  Hantoncy  and  thus  defcribed: 

Ralph  holds  of  William  [de  Ow]  Hantone.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it 
gelded  for  eight  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates  and  a half.  In  demefne  are  two 
**  carucates  and  a hal^  and  four  fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  three  bordars,  and 
four  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  four  Ihillings  rent,  and  fixty 
‘‘  acres  of  meadow.  A wood  one  mile  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  was  worth 
“ fix  pounds,  now  one  hundred  Ihillings.  Of  this  land  Hugh  holds  of  William  half  a 
hide.  It  was  always  worth  three  Ihillings. 

In  the  time  of  Edw.  II.  lived  John  Bluet,’’  and  in  that  of  Edw.  III.  Ralph  Bluet  is 
certified  to  hold  one  knight’s  fee  in  Hinton  of  Hugh  le  Dilpenfer.'  After  him  came 
feveral  of  the  name  of  John,"*  who  poffelfed  this  and  divers  other  lands  in  this  county 
and  Dorfet.  5 Hen.  V.  Sir  Thomas  Broke,  knt.  held  at  his  death  this  manor  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  church,  together  with  the  manor  of  Stoneafton,  of  Lord  le  Difpenfer. 
» Lib.  Domefday.  Efc.  ‘ Lib.  Feod.  23  Edw.  III.  <*  Efc.  Hen.  IV. 
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Thomas  Broke  his  Ton  and  heir  of  the  age  of  twenty-fix  years/  The  Chedders  had 
before  this  fome  property  in  the  place.  Joan  the  wife  of  the  faid  Thomas  Broke  had 
this  manor  in  dower,  and  died  feized  of  it  15  Hen.  VI.  leaving  Thomas  Chedder  her 
heir.^  The  family  of  Bluet  or  Blewet,  had  poflefllon  here  fo  late  as  38  Hen.  VIII.^ 
Of  late  years  the  manor  was  the  property  of  the  Stockers  of  Chilcompton,  and  by 
them  was  fold  to  Mr.  William  James  of  Eaft-Harptree,  who  now  poffeifes  it. 

SouTH-WiDcoMBE  is  a hamlet  belonging  to  this  parifh. 

The  living  of  Hinton-Blewet  is  a reflory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter. 
The  Rev,  Mr.  Brookes  is  patron  and  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile. 
At  the  weft  end  is  a neat  tower  lately  rebuilt. 

On  a large  black  ftone  in  the  middle  paffage,  Is  the  following  infcrlption: Sub 

hoc  lapidejacent  cineres  Elizabeths,  Joannis  Hunt  conjugis  defideratiflims,  filisque 
Gulielmi  James,  gen,  de  Widcombe,  hujus  parochis  vieo  j una  cum  duobus  liberis, 
qui  in  tenera  state  vita  deceflerunt.  Obijt  iS-Martii,  1772;  statis  42.” 

The  abbot  of  Keynfliam  received  annually  twenty-five  ftiillings  out  of  this  re<ftory,'* 

According  to  the  parochial  regifter,  the  chriftenings  here  are  on  an  average  eight, 
the  burials  five. 

’ Efc,  * Ibid.  , . ^ Ter.  Sydenham.^  Taxat.  Temporal 


HIGH-LITTLETON, 

AParifli  fo  called  to  diftingulfii  it  from  another^  of  a fimilar  appellation,  is  fituated 
on  the  lower  road  from  Bath  to  Wells,  from  each  of  which  cities  it  Is  ten  miles 
diftant.  Including  the  large  and  ancient  hamlet  of  Hallatrow,  it  contains  about 
feventy  houfes,  and  four  hundred  inhabitants. 

In  this  parifli  is  a very  large  coal-work  belonging  to  Mr.  Mogg,  in  which  great 
quantities  of  fine  coals  are  raifed,  and  fold  at  the  pit’s  mouth  for  three-pence  a bulhel. 

Mr.  Strachey  has  given  us  the  following  obfervations  on  the  ftrata  in  coal-mines  in 
this  part  of  the  country/ 

For  difcovery  of  .coals,  they  firft  fearch  for  the  crop^  which  is  really  coal,  though 
very  friable  and  weak,  and  fometimes  appears  to  the  day,  as  they  term  itj  or  elfe  for 
the  cliff,  which  is  dark  or  blackifli  rock,  and  always  keeps  its  regular  courfe,  as  the  coal 
does,  lying  obliquely  over  it.  For  all  coal  lies  fhelving,  like  the  tile  of  a houfe,  not 
perpendicular  nor  horizontal,  unlefs  it  be  broken  by  a ridge,  which  is  a parting  of 

* Philofoph.  Tranf.  No.  360,  p.  968. 
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cli’.y,  {lone,  or  rubble;  as  if  the  veins  by  fome  violent  fliock  were  disjointed  or  broken, 
fo  as  to  let  in  rubble,  &c.  between  them.  The  obliquity,  ov  pitch  as  they  term  it,  in 
all  the  works  about  Mendip  hills,  is  about  twenty-two  inches  in  a fathom;  and  when 
it  rifes  to  the  land,  is  called  the  crop^  but  in  the  North  hajfeting.  In  the  works  near 
Stowey,  and  likewife  at  Farrington,  it  rifeth  to  the  north-weft,  and  pitcheth  to  the 
fouth-eaft;  but  the  farther  they  work  to  the  fouth-weft  the  pitch  inclines  to  the  fouth, 
and  e contra  when  they  work  towards  the  north-eaft.  So  likewife  they  obferve,  as  they 
work  to  the  fouth-weft,  when  they  meet  with  a ridge  it  caufeth  the  coal  to  trap  up,  that 
is,  being  cut  off  by  the  ridge,  they  find  it  over  their  heads  when  they  are  , through  the 
ridge ; but  on  the  contrary,  when  they  work  through  a ridge  to  the  north-eaft,  they  fay 
it  traps  do'von,  that  is,  they  find  it  under  their  feet. 

“ Coal  is  generally  dug  in  valleys  or  low  grounds.  The  furface  in  thefe  parts  is 
moftly  a red  foil,  which  under  the  firft  or  fecond  fpit  degenerates  into  malm  or  loam, 
and  often  yields  a rock  of  reddifti  Jire-Jlone,  till  you  come  to  four,  five,  and  many  times 
to  twelve  or  fourteen  fathom  depth,  when  by  degrees  it  changeth  to  a grey,  then  to  a 
dark  or  blackifti  rock,  which  they  call  the  coal  dives.  Thefe  always  lie  Ihdving  and 
regular  as  the  coal  doth ; but  in  thefe  parts  they  never  meet  with  free-ftone  over  the 
coal,  as  at  Newcaftle,  and  in  Staffordfliire.  Thefe  dives  vary  much  in  hardnefs,  in 
fome  places  being  little  harder  than  malm  or  loam,  in  others'  fo  hard  that  they  are 
forced  to  fplit  them  with  gunpowder.  So  likewife  in  colour;  the  top  inclining  to  red 
or  grey,  but  the  nearer  to  coal  the  blacker  they  grow;  and  wherever  they  meet  with 
them,  are  fure  to  find  coal  under  them;  but  they  are  not  always  worth  digging. 

The  firft  or  uppermoft  vein  at  Sutton  is  called  the  Stinking  Vein-,  it  is  hard  coal 
fit  for  mechanick  tifes,  but  of  a fulphureous  fmell.  About  five  fathom  and  half  (feldom 
more  than  feven  fathoms)  under  this  lies  another  vein,  which,  from  certain  lumps  of 
ftone  mixed  with  it  like  a caput  mortuum,  not  inflammable,  called  Cafs-head,  they  call 
the  Cat-head  Vein. 

About  the  fame  depth  under  this  again  lies  the  ’Three-Coal  Vein,  fo  called  becaufe  it 
is  divided  into  three  different  coals ; between  the  firft  and  fecond  coal  is  a ftone  of  a foot 
(and  in  fome  places  two  feet)  thick;  but  the  middle  and  third  coal  feem  placed  loofe 
on  each  other,  without  any  feparation  of  a different  matter.  Thefe  three  veins  before- 
mentioned  are  fometimes  worked  in  the  fame  pit;  but  the  next  vein  which  I am  going 
to  mention  is  generally  wrought  in  a feparate  pit,  for  though  it  lie  the  like  depth  under 
the  other,  the  cliff  between  them  is  hard  and  fubjeft  to  water. 

“Next  under  the  Three-Coal  Vein  is  the  Peaw  Vein,  fo  denominated  becaufe  the 
coal  is  figured  with  eyes  refembling  a peacock’s  tail  gilt  with  gold,  which  bird  in 
this  country  dialeft  is  called  a Peaw.  The  cliff  alfo  over  this  vein  is  variegated  with 
cockle-fhells  and  fern  branches ; and  thefe  are  always  an  indication  of  this  vein,  which 
is  always  fearched  for  about  fifteen  fathom  to  the  north-weft  of  the  former. 

“ Under  this  again,  between  five  and  fix  fathom,  lies  the  Smith' s-Coal  Vein,  about 
a yard  thick ; and  near  the  fame  depth  under  that,  the  Shelly  Vein ; and  under  that, 
a vein  of  ten  inches  thick,  which,  being  little  valued,  has  not  been  wrought  to  any 

purpofe. 
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purpofe.  Some  fay  there  is  alfo  another  under  the  laft,  but  that  has  not  been  proved 
within  the  memory  of  man. 

At  Farrington  they  have  the  fame  veins,  which,  as  I am  informed,  agree  in  all 
parts  with  thofe  of  Bifliop’s-Sutton  before  mentioned;  but  as  Farrington  lies  four  miles 
fouth-eaft  from  Bilhop’s-Sutton,  fo  in  the  regular  courfe  they  would  lie  a mile  and  a 
third  deeper  than  thofe  at  Sutton.  But  as  in  fad:  they  are  dug  near  the  fame  depth,  it 
follows  there  muft  be  a trap  or  feveral  traps  dowrit  which  in  all  muft  amount  to  that 
depth  between  the  faid  works. 

Between  Farrington  and  High-Littleton,  the  fame  veins  feem  to  retain  their 
regular  courfe,  but  at  Littleton  their  undermoft  and  deepeft  vein  is  the  beft  coal,  which 
at  Farrington  proves  Imall, 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  parifh  of  Stanton-Drew,  to  the  north-eaft  of  Sutton 
coal-works,  about  a mile  diftant,  and  in  the  true  courfe  with  thofe  at  Sutton,  the  fame 
veins  are  found  again;  but  here  they  wind  a little,  and  their  courfe  or  drift  runs  almoft. 
north,  and  they  dip  to  the  eaft.  This  winding  is  attributed  to  ridges,  which  the 
workmen  have  met  with  on  both  fides,  and  have  difcontinued  their  working  that  way. 
At  Stanton  they  have  little  of  the  red  earth  or  malm  on  the  furface,  but  come  imme- 
diately to  an  iron  grit  or  grey  tile-ftone,  which  is  a forerunner  of  the  coal-clives ; in 
all  other  matters  they  agree  with  the  works  near  Stowey. 

‘^In  the  fame  parifli  of  Stanton-Drew,  a little  to  the  eaftward,  they  have  another 
coal- work,  but  the  veins  are  in  all  relpedis  different  from  the  former.  Their  drift  or 
courfe  is  to  the  eleven  o’clock  fun,  as  they  term  it ; they  pitch  to  the  five  o’clock 
morning,  and  rife  to  land  confequently  to  the  five  o’clock  evening  fun.  They  have 
feveral  veins,  but  as  yet  only  three  are  thought  worth  working.  The  uppermoft,  about 
three  feet  thick,  is  frnall  lime-coal-,  the  next  is  about  three  fathom  under  it,  but  two 
feet  and  a half  thick,  fit  for  culinary  ufes;  the  undermoft  is  about  the  like  depth  under 
the  former,  only  ten  inches  thick,  but  good  hard  coal. 

At  Glutton,  about  two  miles  from  thefe  latter, ‘in  the  fame  drift,  viz.  nearly  S.  E. 
and  by  S.  thefe  laft  veins  appear  again.  The  furface  here  is  red,  and  fo  continues  to 
ten,  and  fometimes  to  fourteen  fathom,  and  in  other  refpedts  agree  with  the  1 aft- 
mentioned  works  at  Stanton-Drew. 

At  Burnet,  Queen’s-Charlton,  and  Brifleton,  they  have  four  veins,  which  pitch 
nearly  to  the  north,  and  confequently  the  drift  lies  almoft  eaft  and  weft.  The  furface 
is  red  land,  generally  to  the  depth  of  four  or  five  fathom.  The  uppermoft  is  from 
three  to  fix  feet  thick  at  Brifleton,  but  lefs  at  Charlton  and  Burnet.  The  next,  called 
Pot-Vein,  is  fix  fathom  under  the  fori'qer,  eighteen  inches  thick,  all  hard  coal.  3dly. 
The  J’rench  Vein,  feven  fathom  under  the  other,  which  is  from  two  feet  and  half  to 
three  feet  thick,  all  folid  coal.  4thly.  Rock  Vein,  always  diftinguifhed  by  a rock  of 
paving  ftone  called  penant  lying  over  it;  which  rock  is  fometimes  twenty  feet  thick, 
or  more,  and  therefore  this  vein  is  never  wrought  in  the  fame  pit  with  the  foi-mer  vein, 
but  about  two  hundred  yards  more  to  the  fouth,  or  to  land  as  they  term  it.  It  is  com- 
puted feven  fathom  tinder  the  former, 
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This  is  &11 1 can  fay  in  relation  to  the  different  veins  of  coal  and  earth  in  the  coal- 
works  in  thefe  parts,  wherein  all  agree  in  the  oblique  fituation  of  the  veins;  and  every 
vein  has  its  cliff  or  dives  rifing  -over  it,  in  the  fame  oblique  manner.  All  of  them  pitch 
or  rife  about  twenty-two  inches  in  a fathom;  and  almoft  all  have  the  fame  ftrata  of 
earth,  malm,  and  rock  over  them,  but  differ  in  refpeit  to  their  courfe  and  drift,  as  alfo 
m thicknefs,  goodnefs,  and  ufe. 

“ N ow  as  coal  is  here  generally  dug  in  vallies,  fo  the  hills  which  interfere  between 
the  feveral  works  before-mentioned  feem  alfo  to  obferve  a regular  courfe  in  the  ftrata 
of  ftone  and  earth  found  in  their  bowels;  for  in  thefe  hills  (I  mean  thofe  only  that  are 
difperfed  among  the  coal-works  before-mentioned)  we  find  on  the  fummits  a ftony 
arable  mixed  with  a fpungy  yeilowiih  earth  and  clay,  under  which  are  quarries  of  lyas 
in  feveral  beds  to  the  depth  of  eight  or  ten  feet;  and  fix  feet  under  that,  through 
yellowifh  loam,  there  is  a blue  clay,  indinable  to  marl,  which  is  about  a yard  thick. 
Under  this  is  another  yard  of  whitifh  loam,  and  then  a deep  blue  marl,  foft,  fat,  and 
foapy,  fix  feet  thick,  only  at  about  two  feet  thick  it  is  parted  by  a marcafite  about  fix 
inches  thick.  Thefe  beds  of  ftone  and  marl,  different  from  coal,  lie  all  horizontal.” 

The  manors  of  Hallatrow  and  Littleton  are  found  in  the  long  lift  of  thofe  which 
belonged  at  the  Conqueft  to  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances,  and  are  thus  furveyed  together 
.in  the  Norman  record; 

Roger  holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Helgetrev.  Four  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides  wanting  half  a virgate  of  land.  The  arable 
is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate  and  a half,  and  four  villanes,  and  three 
“ bordars,  and  three  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There  are  twenty-feven  acres  of 
meadow,  and  thirty-three  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  fixty  fhillings.” 

‘'  Ralph  holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Liteltone.  Alwod  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
two  jcarucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  four  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  three 
ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fifty  pence  rent,  and  thirty-two  acres  of  meadow,  and 
fixty-fix  acres  of  pafture.  In  Bath  one  burgefs  pays  fifteen-pence.  It  was  and  is 
“ worth  fixty  Ihillings.”*’  i 

The  manors  of  Hallatrow  and  Littleton  compofed  part  of  the  eftate  of  the  family 
ofGournay  in  the  times  of  Hen.  III.  andEdw.  I.  but  afterwards  were  annexed  to  the 
honour  of  Gloucefter..  In  the  reign  of  Edw.  II.  John  le  Sore,  of  Backwell,  held 
thefe  hamlets  of  Gilbert  de  Clare  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s 
fee;'  and  in  the  fucceeding  reign  cTEdw.  III.  Walter  de  Rodney  held  the  fame;  to 
whom  fucceeded  Richard  de  Rodney. 49  Edw.  III.  the  abbot  of  Keynfham  mona- 
fteiy,  founded  by  William  Earl  of  Gloucefter  A.  D.  1170,  Sir  Walter  Romefey,  knt. 
and  Maud  Baflet,  were  certified  to  hold  a knight’s  fee  in  the  hamlets  of  Hallatrow 
and  Littleton.*  The  lands  which  Keynfham  abbey  poflefled  here,  continued  in  that 
monafteiy  till  its  diflblution,  and  the  manor  now  belongs  partly  to  Jacob  Mogg,  efq; 
and  partly  to  William  Gore  Langton,  of  Newton-St.-Loc,  efq. 

*’  Lib.  Domefday,  * Lib.  Feod.  7 Edward  II.  ? Efc.  ' Lib.  Feed. 
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The  church  of  High-Littleton  was  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  Keynfham  in  1324; 
the  name  of  the  abbot  then  prefiding  was  Nicholas/ 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bedminfter.  The  King  is 
patron,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Mogg  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  is  a fmall  but  very  handfome 
ftrufture,  rebuilt  in  1735,  confifting  6f  a nave,  chancel,  and  fmall  aile  on  the  fouth 
fide,  and  a tower  at  the  weft  end  containing  three  bells. 

There  is  an  old  ftone  mural  monument  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  infcribed 

as  follows  t- “ Here  lyeth  John  Hodges,  buried  May  2,  1584.  Alfo  his  fon 

Thomas  Hodges,  buried  0(ft.  15,  1619.  And  Thomas  Hodges,  fon  of  the  above- 
faid  Thomas  Hodges,  buried  April  13,  1616.  And  Thomas  Hodges,  fon  of  the  fe- 
cond  Thomas,  buried  March  i,  1686;  and  his  wife  Joan  Hodges.  Alfo  here  lyeth 
Thomas  Hodges,  fon  of  Thomas  and  Joan  Hodges,  buried  Dec.  26,  1692;  George 
buried  June  28,  1694;  and  Joan,  buried  June  26,  1694J  fons  and  daughter  of  the 
laft  Thomas  Hodges.” 

The  average  chriftenings  in  this  parifti  are  twenty-fiK,  and  the  burials  twelve,  an- 
nually. I 

' Excerpt,  e Regiff.  Wellen. 


MIDSUMMER-NORTON, 

Alias  Norton-Canonicorum,  or  Norton-Friars. 

A Parifti  fituated  ten  miles  northeaft  from  Wells,  nine  weft  from  Bath,  and  fourteen 
fouth  from  Briftol.  It  is  of  large  extent,  being  feven  miles  in  length,  from 
Nettlebridge  to  Rodford-Bridge  near  Camerton ; and  contains  about  two  hundred 
and  ninety  houfes,  and  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  including  the  three 
following  hamlets: 

I.  Welton,  fituated  northeaftward, 

2.  Clapton,  northweftward.  , 

3.  Downside,  near  Chilcompton,  fouthweft. 

The  church  and  principal  part  of  the  parifti  lies  in  a woody  vale,  fcreened  from  the 
north  by  a ridge  of  high  lands,  and  watered  by  a pleafant  ftream.  The  lands  ai  e 
inclofed,  and  divided  between  pafture  and  tillage;  fome  of  the  meadow  is  very  rich, 
and  confiderable  part  of  the  arable  has  been  improved  by  marl.  There  are  two  coal- 
works  in  the  parifti,  in  which  many  of  the  poor  are  employed.  Thefe  coals  are  fold 
at  four-pence  a buftiel  at  the  pit’s  mouth.  A fair  for  cattle,  pigs,  and  pedlary-ware,  is 
held  here  on  the  25  th  of  April. 
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This  was  another  of  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances  manors,  and  held  of  him  by  Ulveva ; 

Ulyeva  holds  of  the  Bifhop  Nortone.  Alwold  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  cam- 
cate,  and  three  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  eleven  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs. 
There  is  a mill  of  forty  pence  rent,  and  thirty-four  acres  of  meadow,  and  fix  acres  of 
coppice- wood,  and  one  mile  of  wood  in  length,  and  as  much  in  breadth.  It  was 
worth  one  hundred  fliillings,  now  fixty  Ihillings.”® 

Some  time  after  the  conqueft  of  England  by  the  Normans,  we  find  this  manor 
in  the  pofleflion  of  Alured  de  Lincolnia,  or  Nichole,  (as  the  French  records  call 
him)  a perfon  who  reprefented  a great  and  noble  family,  of  high  antiquity,  and  of 
which  Alured  was  the  ufual  chriftian  name  before  and  after  the  time  of  the  Conqueft, 
down  to  48  Hen.  III.  when  Alured  de  Nichole  died  feized,  among  other  lands  and 
pofieffions,  of  the  manor  of  Norton,  and  his  neareft  heirs  were  found  to  be  Robert 
Fitzpaine,  fon  of  Margery  his  eldeft  fifter;  Beatrix,  his  fecond  fifter,  married  to  William 
de  Gouiz;  and  Albreda,  his  third  fifter.’’  The  manor  of  Norton  was  affigned  in  the 
partition  betwixt  thefe  coheirs  to  William  de  Gouiz,  hufband  of  the  fecond  fifter,  who 
had  livery  of  it  the  year  after  Alured  de  Nichole’s  deceafe.‘  This  William  de  Gouiz 
died  27  Edw.  I.  having  pofleflfed  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Midfummer-Norton,  which  the 
record  ftates  he  held  in  chief  of  John  de  Vivoniaj'’  which  moiety  of  a fee  Laurence  de 
Hameldon  fometime  held  in  foccage,  paying  to  the  faid  William  de  Gouiz  one  penny 
a year  for  all  fervices.'  Joan  and  Alice  were  his  daughters  and  heirs.*^  In  the  firft 
year  of  Edward  the  fecond,  Adomar  de  Archiaco  granted  to  John  de  Vivonia  and 
Reginald  his  fon  a fourth  part  of  the  manor  of  Midfummer-Norton,  then  certified  to 
be  a member  of,  and  to  appertain  to  the  manor  of  Chewton-under-Mendip.®  Some 
few  years  after,  viz.  9 Edw.  II.  Joan  de  Vivonia,  otherwife  ftiled  de  Kyme  from  the 
name  of  her  mother  Maud’s  firft  hufband,  and  who  was  the  wife  of  Reginald  Fitz- 
Peter,  held  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  Norton.’’  This  Joan  de  Vivonia  had  three 
fifters,  all  of  whom  had  lands  in  this  county  and  Dorfet,  by  inheritance  from  their  father 
William  de  Vivonia,  or  de  Fortibus,  fecond  hufband  of  Maud  de  Kyme  or  Vivonia 
above-mentioned.’  Cecilia  the  fecond  daughter,  and  fifter  of  Joan  aforefaid,  married 
John  de  Beauchamp,  of  Hatch,  and,  together  with  her  purparty  of  Midfummer- 
Norton,  inherited  the  manor  of  Welton^  (anciently  JVelxvoneton)  in  this  parifti,  which 
was  part  of  the  barony  de  Fortibus,  and  a vill,  which  gave  name  to  a very  ancient 
family,  who  had  lands  in  Compton-Dunden  and  Afhwick.’'  Which  manor  of  Welton 
continued  for  many  defcents  in  the  family  of  Beauchamp,  as  w^ll  as  that  portion  of 
Norton  which  fell  to  their  fhare  as  defcendants  of  the  Vivonias.  The  other  portions 
came  to  Peter  Fitz-Reginald,  and  to  Reginald  Fitz-Reginaldj  the  laft-mentioned  died 
2 Edw.  III.  leaving  Reginald  Fitzherbert  his  heir.*  Which  Reginald  Fitzherbert  died 
20  Edw.  III.  and  was  fucceeded  by  Edmund  his  fon  and  heir.'"  48  Edw.  III.  Matthew 
Gournay,  lord  of  Farrington-Gournay,  had  the  manor  of  Welton,  with  its  members  of 

• Lib.  Domefday.  * Cart.  Antiq.  ' Rot.  Claus.  49 Hen.  III.  *'  Efc.  * Lib.  Feed.  Efc. 

» Cart.  Antiq.  !!  Efc.  * See  the  Inquifition._i,  “ Cartular.  Abbat.  Glaflon.  ‘ Efc.  Ibid. 
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Midfummer-Norton  and  Widcombe,  which  pafTing  with  the  other  lands  of  the  Gournays 
to  the  crown,"  now  belongs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  Duke  of  Cornwall.  Edmund 
Fitzherbeit  above-mentioned  held  at  his  death,  lo  Ric.  II.  one  melTuage,  and  one 
carucate  of  land  with  its  appertenances,  together  with  the  fourth  part  of  a fair  in  Mid- 
fummer-Norton, of  the  King  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.  He  left  iffue  a fon,  named 
Edmund,  who  died  without  ilTue,  and  a daughter,  Alice,  married  to  Sir  Thomas 
Weft,  knt.  anceftor  to  Earl  Delawar,  to  whom  fhe  brought  the  patrimonial  eftates. 
Sir  Thomas  Weft  died  4 Hen.  V.  feized  of  a moiety  of  this  manor,  and  a moiety 
of  the  fair,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Reginald."  A moiety  of  the  manor  was 
held  at  the  fame  time  by  the  family  of  Brook,  and  defcended  from  them  to  the 
Chedders,  Newtons,  LordLifle,  and  Sir  Thomas  Griffin.*” 

But  befides  thefe  disjointed  portions,  there  was  yet  another  manor  or  rectorial  manor 
in  this  pariffi,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Canons  of  Merton  in  the  county  of 
Surry,  from  which  circumftance  it  obtained  the  name  of  Norton-Canonicorum.  This 
manor,  after  the  diflblution  of  that  houfe,  was  granted  to  Chrift-church  college  in 
Oxford,  and  now  remains  part  of  its  polfeffions.  It  was  formerly  held  under  leafe  by 
the  family  of  Bull,  (who  bore  for  their  arms.  Or,  three  bulls’  heads  Jahle^  armed  and 
langued  gules)  and  now  by  James  Tooker,  efq. 

Lands  in  Compton  in  this  parifli  were  held  37  Hen.  VIII.  by  Robert  Longe,  efq.** 

The  redtory  of  Norton-Canonicorum  was  valued  in  1292  at  twenty-five  marks,  and. 
the  vicarage  at  eight  marks."  It  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Merton,  which 
received  from  it  a yearly  penfion  of  thirty  ftiillings.® 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  Dean  and 
Canons  of  Chriftchurch.  The  Rev.  Edward  Ford  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift,  is  a very  ancient  edifice,  as  is  evident 
from  the  circular  arched  door-ways,  with  uncouth  2igzag  mouldings,  and  other  fuch 
decorations,  charafteriftick  of  the  Saxon  and  Norman  ftile.  It  confifts  of  a nave  and 
fide  ailes,  with  a handfome  tower  at  the  weft  end  of  more  modern  ereftion  than  the 
reft,  having  been  built  in  the  year  1674.  This  tower  contains  a clock,  and  eight  bells, 
three  of  which  were  given  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  whofe  ftatue  in  a full-bottomed 
wig  and  regalia  ftands  in  a niche  on  the  fouth  fide. 

At  the  corner  of  the  fouth  aile  ftands  the  wooden  effigy  of  a man  in  armour,  which 
formerly  lay  under  the  fingers’  gallery,  on  a raifed  tomb,  long  fince  demoliffied.  It  is 
vulgarly  called  by  the  inhabitants  Jack  Lent\  but  tradition  fays  it  belonged  to  one 
of  the  name  of  Warknell.  Many  of  the  Harbords  of  Welton,  and  the  Bulls,  were 
interred  here. 

In  the  north  aile  is  a fmall  mural  monument  with  the  following  infcription:-. 

Hoc  monumentum  pofuit  Johannes  Landfdown,  in  memoriam  Chriftopheri  Hobfon, 
A.  M.  vicarii,  qui  obijt  11”°  die  Aprilis,  Anno  Domini  1762,  aetatis  fu®  76. 

“ See  page  139.  ® Efc.  p See  in  Ubley,  p.  156,  and  Chedder  in  Winterftoke  hundred. 

^ Ter.  Sydenham.  *■  Taxat.  Spiritual.  s-Taxat.  Temporal. 
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" Dum  vivens,  moriens  nemini  fe  gefllt  iniquum ; 

Sic  vivens,  moriens,  fidat  adire  Deum. 

'*Mary,  the  wife  of  Chriftopher  Hobfon,  died  March  15,  1737  j and  Jane  their 
daughter,  aged  42,  died  June  12,  1777.” 

In  the  middle  of  the  church-yard  ftands  a very  fine  ancient  yew-tree,  whofe  branches 
form  a circle  of  one  hundred  and  forty  feet. 


P A U L T O N. 

Northward  of  Midfummer-Norton,  and  betwixt  that  parilTi  and  High- 
Littleton,  is  Paulton,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  edge  of  a fruitful  vale,  which 
extends  fouthward,  and  is  well  wooded  and  watered.  The  number  ofhoufes  is  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  that  of  inhabitants  nearly  feven  hundred  and  fifty.  Moft 
of  the  houfes  fland  in  feveral  irregular  ftreets  near  the  church,  and  many  of  them  are 
good  fubftantial  dwellings.  In  this  parifh,  which  abounds  with  lyas  flone,  burnt  in 
great  quantities  into  lime  for  manure,  are  two  large  coal-pits,  worked  by  fire-en^nesj 
the  coals  are  very  good,  and  fold  at  the  pit  at  fourpence  a bufliel. 

We  have  no  account  of  this  place  in  the  old  record  fo  often  quoted  in  this  book,  it 
having  in  early  times  been  member  of  fome  other  manor.  In  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  lived 
John  de  Palton,*  who  was  a knight,  and  engaged  in  the  wars  of  that  reign  j a flone  effigy 
in  the  chancel  is  faid  to  reprefent  this  man.  To  him  fucceeded  Sir  Robert  de  Palton, 
and  to  him  Sir  William  de  Palton,  fon^and  heir  of  Sir  Robert,  fucceffive  pofTefTors  of 
this  manor.**  This  Sir  William  de  Palton,  by  his  deed  6 Hen.  IV.  granted  to  Richard 
Lord  St.  Maur,  and  to  Elizabeth  the  relidl  of  William  Botreaux,  all  his  lands  and 
tenements  in  Camerton,  Doulting,  Glaftonbury,  and  Bath,  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
church  of  Camerton,  and  a yearly  rent  of  five  fhillings,  payable  out  of  a tenement  in 
Paulton,  late  the  property  of  John  Duricote,  together  with  all  thofe  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  Holcombe,  which  Sir  John  de  Palton,  his  grandfather,  purchafed  of  Juliana 
de  Walton'.'  To  which  William  fucceeded  another  William  Palton,  who  was  lord  not 
only  of  this  manor,  but  of  Timfbury,  Corfcombe,  Camerton,  Withycombe,  Elworthy, 
Brompton-Ralph,  Holcombe,  Wyche,  and  Bourbache,  and  alfo  poflefTed  divers  lands 
and  tenements  in  other  parifhes.  At  his  death,  28  Hen.  VI.  Joan  the  wife  of  John 
Kelly,  and  Agnes  the  wife  of  Nicholas  St.  Loe,  were  found  to  be  his  coufins  and  heirs 
and  thus  the  name  and  line  of  pofieffion  became  extindl.  The  lordfhip  is  now  the 
property  of  Thomas  Bury,  efq. 

Paulton  is  one  of  thofe  chapels  which  belonged  to  the  reftory  of  Chewton,  with 
which  it  was  given  by  Hen.  V.  to  the  priory  of  Shene.  It  appears  by  the  regifters  of 
? Cart.  Antiq.  Efc.  ' Rot.  claus.  9 Hen.  VI.  f Efc.  28  Hen.  YI. 
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Wells,  that  two  chaplains  had  ufually  ferved  the  chapels  of  Paulton  and  Farrington; 
but  in  1494  an  official  decree  was  ifllied  out  that  Thomas  Golwege,  then  vicar  of 
Chewton,  and  his  fucceflfors;  in  confideration  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  revenues  of  thofe 
chapels  belonging  to  the  vicarage,  fhould  not  be  bound  to  find  two  chaplains  to  fervc 
the  chapels,  but  that  one  in  future  fhould  alternately  officiate  in  both.® 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  is  a handfome  edifice,  rebuilt 
in  the  year  1753,  and  the  tower  in  1757,  of  ftonc  brought  from  the  quarries  at  Dout- 
ting  on  Mendip,  at  the  expence  of  the  parifh.  The  church  eonfifts  of  one  aiie  and 
chancel,  and  the  tower  has  a clock  and  five  bells. 

Sir  John  Palton’s  mutilated  effigy  lies  on  a low  tomb  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the- 
chancel.  On  the  north  fide  is  a plain  mural  monument  infcribed  to  feveral  of  the, 
Plumer  family. 

The  average  number  of  chriflenings  in  this  parifh  are  nineteen,  and  the  burials; 
nine  annually. 

* Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 


STONE-EASTON, 

Otherwife  S t O N Y -E  A S T O N. 

The  original  name  of  this  village  was  Eafton  or  Eftone,  fighifying  the  Eajl  iown^ 
and  given  to  it  on  account  of  its  eafterly  fituation  from  Chewton-Mendip,  the 
hundred  town.  It  was  additionally  denominated  Stony-Eaflon,  by  reafon  of  its 
abounding  with  thofe  ftrata  of  ftone  which  run  along  the  verges  of  the  Mendip  hills. 
There  are  other  places  in  this  county  of  a fimilar  diftindion,  as  Stony-Hinton,  Stony- 
Stoke,  Stony-Littleton,  Stony-Stratton,  &c.  all  or  moft  of  which  have  fimilar  reafons 
for  their  additional  prasnomen. 

This  village,  confifting  of  a long  fireet  of  tolerably  built  houfes,  is  lituated  in  an 
inclofed  woody  country,  in  the  turnpike-road  between  Briftol  and  Shepton-Mallet,  and 
near  the  interfedion  of  the  road  from  Bath  to  Wells,  at  a point  called  Old-Down. 
This  point  is  the  weftern  angle  of  a large  common  of  that  name,  on  high  gi  ound,  an‘d. 
commanding  an  extenfive  profped.  Here  are  found  divers  varieties  of  fpar,  and  no- 
dules of  iron-flone,  which  are  hollow,  and  filled  with  white  amethyftine  cryftals  of  the 
fame  kind  as  thofe  at  St.  Vincent’s  rocks,  near  Briftol.  At  the  interfedion  of  the 
roads  is  a large  accuftomed  inn,  known  by  the  name  of  Old-Down  Inn. 

This  place  is  of  high  antiquity,  being  ranked  among  thofe  manors  which  were  held 
at  the  Conqueft  by  Geffrey  Biftiop  of  Coutances,  We  have  the  following  detail  of  it 
in  the  Norman  furvey: 

VoL.  II.  - 
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“ A^eliii  [that  is,  Afceline  de  Perchetal]  holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Estons.  Three 
thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  four. hides  and  a half. 
The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and 
**  five  villanes,  and  four  bordars,  and  two  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There  is  a 
“ mill  which  renders  thirty  pence,  and  forty  acres  of  meadow,  and  forty  acres  of 
pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  feventy  fliillings.”*  ... 

It  had  owners  of  its  own  name  foon  after  this  period;  but  in  the  time  of  Henry  III. 
it  became  the  property  of  the  family  de  Clifton,  (fo  named  from  Clifton,  their  priftine 
pofiefTion  in  Gloucefterfhire)  of  whom  were  Ignatius  de  Clifton,  and  Gervafe  de  Clifton, 
fucceffive  pofTeflbrs  hereof.**  They  held  one  knight’s  fee  here  24  Edw.  I.  another  in 
Radftock,  and  another  in  Clifton  before-mentioned.'  So  did  their  heirs  hold  the 
fame  23  Edw.  III.^  In  this  reign  we  find  other  pofleffions  alfo  in  this  parilh.  13 
Edw.  III.  Simon  de  Trewithofe  held  at  his  death  of  the  King  in  chief  three  acres  and 
a half  of  arable  land  in  Stony-Efton,  (as  it  was  then  written)*  and  20  Edw.  III.  Bartho-. 
lomew  Peytevyn  is  certified  to  hold  in  Stony-Efton  in  demefne,  as  of  fee  of  the  King 
in  chief,  one  meftuage,  two  plough-lands  of  arable,  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  fifty 
{hillings  rent,  by  the  fingular  fervice  of  finding  the  King  yearly  at  Chriftmas  a fextary 
or  a pint  and  a half  of  clove  wine,  (which  was  fomething  of  the  nature  of  hippocrasj 
or  fpiced  wine)  and  the  faid  land  is  reported  to  be  worth  ten  pounds  a year.^  A fimilar 
cuftom  prevailed  in  the  manor  of  Stert  in  this  county,  which  was  held  of  the  King  by 
the  fergeanty  of  one  gallon  of  wine,  to  be  paid  yearly  at  the  King’s  exchequer.®  And 
another  cuftom  fomewhat  fimilar  to  both,  though  more  extraordinary,  occurs  in  the 
tenure  of  the  manor  of  Winterjlow  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  the  lord  of  which  was 
obliged  by  his  fervice,  whenever  the  King  fhould  come  to  his  palace  at  Clarendon, 
and  make  any  ftay  there,  to  go  into  the  butlery  of  the  faid  palace,  and  draw  out  of 
any  veflel  he  fliould  find,  at  his  own  choice,  as  much  wine  as  fhould  be  needful  for 
making  a pitcher  of  claret,  which  he  was  to  make  at  the  King’s  expence,  and  to  ferve 
his  Majefty  with  a cup  of  it,  and  after  that  he  was  to  have  for  his  pains  the  veflel  he 
took  the  wine  from,  the  remainder  of  its  contents,  and  the  cup  that  the  King  drank 
out  of.** 

There  feem  to  have  been  from  very  early  times  two  manors  in  Stone-Eafton,  or  at 
leaft  two  vills  within  the  precindls  of  the  fame  parilh.  For  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  and 
II.  the  records  mention  an  Eajlon-major  and  an  Eafton-minor.  33  Edw.  III.  Richard 
Greneville  and  John  de  Sutton  releafed  to  John  de  Chinerefton  the  manor  of  Stone- 
Eafton,  with  lands  in  Midfummer-Norton  and  Compton-Dando.*  Which  John  de 
Chinerefton  by  deed  dated  44  Edw.  III.  granted  to  William  Chedder  and  his  heirs 
all  his  manor  of  Nether-Stony-Eafton,  together  with  all  his  lands  in  Nether-Stony- 
Eafton,  Compton-Dando,  Chilcompton,  and  Midfummer-Norton.*'  This  manor  con- 
tinued in  the  defcendants  of  Brook  and  Chedder,  till  it  came  by  a coheirefs  in  the  time 
of  Philip  and  Mary  to  Sir  Thomas  Griffin,  knt. 

• Lib.  Domefday.  Cart.  Antiq.  47  Hen.  III.  * Lib.  Feed.  ^ Ibid.  ' Efc. 

^ Plac.  Coron.  ® Ibid,  J*  Efc.  50  Edw.  III.  Wilts.  ' Ex  Autog.  Ibid. 
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The  other  manor  in  Stone-Eafton  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Brewton  in  this  county 
which  held  it  till  its  diflblution.  36  Henry  VIII.  the  manor  of  Stone-Eafton,  with 
its  appertenances,  was  granted  to  John  Hippifley,  efq;  whofe  fori  and  heir  John 
Hippifley,  17  Eliz.  is  certified  to  hold  the  fame,  together  with  the  manor  of  Gamely, 
and  twenty  mefiuages  and  lands  in  Gamely,  Temple-Gloud,  and  Hinton-Blewet, 
by  knight’s  fervice.  From  him  defcended  Prefton  Hippifley,  efqj  lord  of  this  manor, 
whofe  daughter  and  foie  heir  conveyed  it  with  many  other  manors  in  this  neighbour- 
hood in  marriage  to  John  Goxe,  of  Wiltlhire,  efq;  anceftor  of  Henry  Hippifley  Goxe, 
cfq;  the  prefent  poflTeflbr,  who  has  a very  elegant  manfion,  with  fine  plantations  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  parilli  church. 

The  living  is  a curacy  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  is  annexed  to  that  of  Chew- 
ton  Mendip. 

The  church  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and.  north  aile,  with  a tower  at  the  weft  end 
containing  five  bells.  The  arch  which  divides  the  chancel  from  the  nave  is  Saxon, 
having  zigzag  mouldings. 

In  the  aile,  which  is  the  burial-place  of  the  Goxe  family,  there  is  an  old  mural 

monument  with  the  following  infeription: “To  the  memory  of  John  Hippifley, 

efq;  who  departed  this  life  the  28th  day  of  Odober,  Anno  Dom.  1664.  Alfo  in  me- 
mory of  Ann  the  wife  of  Richard  Hippifley,  efq;  who  left  this  life  the  20th  day  of 
November  1669.”  On  the  top  of  the  monument  are  thefe  arms;  Sabki  two  bendlets 
between  three  mullets  or\  Hippifley : impaling  argent^  a crofs  a7.ure.  On  the  one  fide 
of  the  monument,  Hippifley ; on  the  other  Argent,  a crofs  gules. 

In  the  church-yard,  which  is  furrounded  with  larch-trees,  are  two  remarkable  old 
yew-trees,  of  aftonifhing  girth." 

John  Stonejion,  probably  a native  of  this  parifli,  was  the  laft  abbot  of  Keynfliam." 

“ See  vol.  i.  p.  13,  note  z.  " Archer  6i8. 
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TS  the  lad  paiiHi  in  this  hundred  weuwaid,  and  on  the  borders  of  Winterftoke,  lying 
A under  the  northern  lidge  of  Mendip-hills,  which  rife  very  deep  and  high  imme- 
diately from  it.  The  road  from  the  hill  into  the  parifh  is  down  a deep  precipice, 
extremely  narrow,  winding  am.ong  vad  fragments  of  rock  interfperfed  with  coppice- 
wood,  and  in  many  places  there  are  done  deps  for  feveral  yards  together. 

In  the  time  ofEdw.  I.  the  manor  of  Obbeleighwas  the  property  of  Ralph  deWake; 
but  in  that  of  Edw.  II.  it  was  poiTcded  by  Richard  Damorie,  grandfon  of  Gilbert 
de  Aumari,  ofWinford  in  this  county,  who  12  Edw\  II.  procured  from  the  Crown  a 
licence  for  a weekly  market  here  on  Monday,  and  a fair  yearly,  on  the  eve,  day  and 
morrow  of  the  fead  of  St.  Bartholomew  the  apodle.*  This  Richard  Damorie,  who 
ferved  in  all  the  wars  ofEdw.  II.  died  4 Edw.  III.  and  was  fucceeded  by  Richard  his  fon 
and  heir,  who  10  Edw.  III.  doing  his  homage  had  livery  of  his  lands,  and  15  Edw.  III. 
after  his  return  from  the  expedition  made  into  Flanders  the  preceding  year,  granted 
this  his  manor  to  Matthew  the  fon  of  Nicholas  Peche.'’  Which  Matthew  Peche,  by 
deed  dated  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  fame  reign,  granted  the  manor  of  Ubley  to- 
Robert  de  Luccombe,  and  Nicholas  le  Bole.  Thefe  perfons  Ihortly  after  fold  the 
manor  to  Nicholas  Elufcarle,  who  36  Edw.  III.  granted  the  fame  to  Sir  Richard 
de  Adlon,  knt.  from  whom  it  was  conveyed  to  John  Stoke,  and  from  him  to 
William  de  Chedder.'  Sir  Thomas  Brook  died  felzed  of  it  5 Henry  V.  and  Joan  his 
wife  held  it  in  jointure.*'  Thomas  de  Chedder  was  owner  of  it  21  Henry  VI.  and  by  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  and  coheirefs  Ifabel  to  Sir  John  Newton,  it  paffed  into  his 
family.  Richard  his  fon  and  heir  left  likewife  two  daughters  coheireflTes,  of  whom 
Ilabel  was  the  wife  of  Sir  Giles  Capel,  who  had  this  manor  in  her  right,  and  from  him 
it  defcended  to  Sir  Henry  Capel  his  fon  and  heir,  who  had  iflue  Sir  Arthur,  firfi;  knight 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  whofe  iflue  was  Sir  Henry  Capel,  father  of  Arthur  lord  Capel, 
and  grandfather  of  Arthur  earl  of  EflTex.  In  1726  the  Earl  of  EflTex  fold  it  to 
William  Pulteney,  efq;  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Bath 5 from  whom  it  has  defcended 
to  William  Pulteney,  efq;  the  prefent  pofiTeCTor.  In  Thomas  de  Chedder’s  time,  21 
Henry  VI.  there  was  a capital  manfion  here,  with  a park  containing  one  hundred  and 
four  acres,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  head  of  deer.' 

The  living  is  a re6tory  in  the  deanery  of  RedcliflF  and  Bedminfter,  and  in  the  gift  of 
the  King.  The  Rev.  Peter  Grigg  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  It  was  formerly  appro- 
priated to  the  abbey  of  Keynlham. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew,  and  confifts  of  a nav,e,  north  and 
fouth  ailes,  with  a fquare  tower  and  a fpire  at  the  weft  end,  containing  four  bells. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  chancel  on  the  left  hand  is  an  efcutcheon  cut  in  ftone, 
wiih  two  coats  thereon  impaled:  Sabkt  a chevron  ermine  between  three  efcallopa 

» Cart.  12  Ed.  II.  n.  58.  ‘ Cart.  Antiq.  ‘ Ibid.  " Efc.  * Orig.  Survey. 
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argent^  Chedder.  2.  Argent ^ three  fleurs  de  lls  gulfs y a label  with  three  points  j and 
over  head  ^cututti  Dommae  C^eBtier*" 

In  a window  on  the  north  fide  of  the  church  are  two  coats,  viz.  i.  Argent^  on  a 
chevron  azurey  three  garbs  cr,  for  Newton.  The  other  is,  Chedder,  charged  with  a 
crefcent  for  difference  or^ 

On  a grave-ftone  near  the  communion  table  is  this  infcription:  **  Hie  jacet  Gulielmus 
Thomas,  ecclefias  hujns  redor  plufquam  quadragenarius ; qui  populum  docuit  publice 
ac  domatim  fermone  ac  exemplo.  Vitam,  quam  pro  grege  diutius  infumere  ut  pallor 
non  potuit,  avidiffimo  fummo  paftori  reddidit  Nov.  1 5®,  A.  D.  1667°,  ^Etatis  fuas  74.” 

According  to  the  regifta*,  the  annual  number  of  chriftenings  in  this  parifh  is  eight, 
and  of  burials  five,  on  a feven  years’  average. 

The  intereft  of  about  18I.  given  by  Mr.  Milner  of  Briflol,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Fry, 
belongs  to  the  poor  of  Ubley.  They  have  alfo  the  rent  of  a fmall  paddock, 
g MSS.  Notes,  taken  June  5,  1677.  Ibid. 
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PAGE  125,  L.  1. 

This  ftream  is  the  fource  of  the  Kttle  river  Cam,  from  which  the  pariih  has  its  name.  The  parilh 'is 
divided  into  two  manors,  viz.  Cameley  and  Temple-Cloud,  where  they  hold  a court-leet,  at  which 
they  choofe  their  own  peace-officers,  returning  them  to  the  hundred-court  at  Chewton.  There  are  the 
remains  of  a large  manfion  built  by  the  family  of  the  Hippifleys.  In  the  parilh  regifter  is  the  following 
account  of  an  extraordinary  murder: — “ A.  Dni  1573,  the  21ft  day  of  November  was  the  murther  of  thes 
“ Perfonnes : 

**  Thomas  Frofter,  parfon  Margrett  Jenying 

Ales  Nayler,  widdow  Ifabell  Plentye. 

“ The  murtherers  weare  John  Jenannies,  William  Malhie.  They  were  executed  at  Chard  the  year  following.’*’ 
Near  Cameley  is  Chalmell,  which  feems  to  be  the  Cilele  of  Domefday-Book,  p.  34. 


E‘  M B O R O W. 

PAGE  134. 

THIS  parilh  lies  In  the  hundreds  of  Chewton  and  Whitllone,  and  compriles  two  manors,  viz.  Emeorow 
and  Whittenhull.  The  former  was  the  property  of  Sir  Richard  de  Emmebervve,  knt.  who  by  his  deed 
without  date  granted  it  to  his  nephew  Alexander  de  Mountfort.  In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  it  was  the 
polTeffion  of  Sir  Hugh  de  Berewyk,  knt.  whofe  fon  Thomas  Berwyke  dying  without  ilTue,  Margaret  his 
filler,  the  wife  of  Ralph  Boteler,  efq;  became  heir  to  the  ellate.  From  the  Botelers  it  pafled  to  the  BylTe 
family,  and  from  them  to  the  Roynons,  who  13  Eliz.  conveyed  it  to  John  HippiUey,  efq;  whofe  family  had' 
before  polTeffions  in  this  parilh.* 

* From  original  deeds  in  the  foITelfion  of  Henry  HippiUey  Coxe,  efq. 
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The  manor  of  Whittenhuli,  belonged  to  the  families  of  Apharry,  WalbeofF,  and  Gunter,  and  from 
the  lad  pafled  to  Hippifley. 

The  lake  or  pond  in  this  parifh  was  granted  by  John  Boteler,  lord  of  Emborow,  todhe  Monks  of  Char- 
terhoufe-Hinton;  after  the  difiblution  of  which  monadery  if  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  Thomas 
Horner,  efq;  who  conveyed  it  to  the  Hippidey  family. 

Emborow  and  Ston-Eadon  are  chapels  of  eafe  to  Chewton,  to  the  vicar  of  which  church  they  pay  vica«- 
rial  tithes.. 


HINTON-BLEWET. 

PAGE  145. 

THE  manor  was  fold  38  Ellz.  by  John  Hippifley  of  Cameley,  to  John  Stocker  of  ChiIcompton» 


MIDSUMMER-NORTON.. 

PAGE  149. 

THERE  arc  four  tithings  in  this  parifli,  viz.  Norton,  Weltom,  Clapton,  and  Downside.  In  the 
tithing  of  Downfide  is  Norton-Hall,  the  feat  of  James  Tooker,  efq.  And  on  the  confines  of  the  fame 
tithing,  near  the  parifli  of  Stratton-on-the-Fofle,  is  a well-built  fquare  houfe,  now  belonging  to  William 
Fookes,  efq.  This  houle,  with  fome  lands  adjoining,  was  lately  fold  to  him  by  Henry  Hippifley  Coxe,  of 
Ston-Eadon,  efq;  who  now  poflefles  other  lands  in  this  tithing,  together  with  the  manor  of  Bentor,  which 
he  enjoys  by  will  of  his  relation  Mrs.  Mary  Hooper,  elded  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Sir  William  Davie,  of 
Greedy,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  hart,  who  took  it  by  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  George  Stedman,  efq.> 
It  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  Plumley  of  Harptree. 


STON-EASTON.,  Stony-Aston,  or  Stony-Eston,, 

PAGE  153, 

CONSISTS  of  two  hamlets,,  viz.  Ston-Easton  Major,  and  Ston-Easton  Minor,  otherwife  Hay-Jlreet', 
or  High-Jlreet,  which  lad  place  was  formerly  lands  of  Chaffin,,  then  of  Tooker  and  Mogg.  They  both 
new  belong  to  the  fame  polTeflbr.  Ston-Eadon  Major  was  the  property  of  Bartholonlew  Peytevyn,  who  had 
iflue  Walter,  who  by  Lucia  his  wife  had  ilTue  Gilbert,  who  zi  Edward  III.  granted  the  manor  to  Robert 
prior  of  Brewton,  in  which  monadery  it  continued  till  the  diflblution,  when  coming  to  the  crown*  King 
Henry  VIII.  in  the  36th  year  of  his  reign  granted  it  in  fee  to  John  Hippifley,  efq;.  whofe  family  held  it 
before  of  the  prior  of  Brewton.  This  family  had  very  large  pofleffions  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties 
of  Wilts  and  Berks,  and  is  the  root  from  which  three  families  of  this  name  fprang : — the  family  of  Lamborne, 
in  Berks,  which  is  now  reprefented  by  the  Rev.  J.  Hippifley,  of  Stow  in  the  county  of  Glouceder ; the  Stanton 
branch,  of  which  J.  Hippifley  Trenchard,  of  Abbot’s- Leigk  near  Bridol,  is  the  lad  heir  male;  and  the  family 
of  Wanborough,  which  is  now  extinfl ; the  twp  lad  places  being  in  the  county  of  Wilts. 

They  were  all  defeended  from  their  common  anceflor  John  Hippifley,  of  Ston-Eadon,  efq;  by  Elizabeth 
daughter  of  J.  Organ,  of  Lamborne,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  efq;  which  faid  John  Hippifley  died  in  1613. 
Henry  Hippifley  Coxe,  efq;  the  prefent  poflelTor  of  this  manor,  is  the  immediate  defeendant  in  the  female 
line  from  Predon  Hippifley,  efq;  whofe.  daughter  married  John  Coxe,  of  Baflet’s-down  in  the  county  of  Wilts* 
efq;  which  family  came  from  Gloucederlhire,  where  a branch  of  them  now  lives,, and  the  elder  branch  in  the 
adjoining  county  of  Hereford. 

Old-Do^n  in  this  parifli  is  now  inclofed,. 
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CREWKERNE. 


^ ■ '^HIS  hundred  lies  in  the  loweft  part  of  the  county  fouthward,  on  the  bor- 
I ders  of  Dorfetlhire,  having  part  thereof  on  its  foutheaft  angle.  The  pro- 
perty of  it  was  anciently  veiled  in  the  Courtneys,  E.arls  of  Devon;  its  more  recent 
poflelTors  have  been  the  Earls  Poulet,  of  Hinton-Saint-Georgc,  a'lordlhip  contained 
within  its  precinds.  It  derived  its  name  from  Crewkerne,  its  chief  town. 


CREWKERNE, 

A Very  ancient  town,  known  in  the  Saxon  times  by  the  name  of  Epucepne,  which 
is  compounded  of  the  words  Epuce  a crofs,  and  Gapne  a cottage,  or  place  of 
retirement.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  name  was  applied  to  it  in  the  early  ages  of 
Chriftianity,  when  churches  were  rare,  and  hermitages  or  cells  were  the  ufual  places 
of  religious  alTociations. 

It  is  fituated  in  a rich  and  fertile  vale,  well  wooded  and  watered,  and  furrounded  with 
cultivated  eminences,  which  command  extenfive  and  very  beautiful  profpeds.  The 
town  confills  principally  of  five  llreets,  and  the  parilh  comprehends  the  vills  or  hamlets 
of  Clapton,  Hewish,  Wooliviiston,  Furland,  where  was  a chapel,  Rowndham, 
and  Laymore.  The  river  Ax  runs  through  the  parilh,  (and  the  Parret  through 
part  of  it)  turning  a corn-mill  in  the  hamlet  of  Clapton ; another  mill  there  is,  turned 
by  a llream,  which  rifes  near  the  lodge  in  Lord  Poulet’s,  and  falls  into  the  river  near 
the  county  bridge,  which  is  built  of  Hone,  and  confills  of  three  arches.  Leland  vifited 
this  town,  but  faw  nothing  remarkable  in  it.  Crokehorn  (fays  he)  is  fette  under  the 
rootes  of  an  hille.  Ther  I faw  nothing  very  notable.  Yet  ther  ys  a praty  crolfe  envi- 
ronid  with  fmaul  pillers,  and  a praty  toune  houfe  yn  the  market  place.”*  The  market 
' is  held  on  Saturdays,  and  there  is  a fair  for  cattle  on  the  fouith  of  September. 


* Itin.  ii.  94. 
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In  early  times  tliis  was  a royal  manor,  endowed  with  many  privileges,  and  exempt 
from  all  taxations. 

“ The  King  (fays  the  Norman  Survey)  holds  Cruche,  Eddeva  held  it  in  the 
time  of  King  Edward,  but  paid  no  geld,  nor  is  it  known  how  many  hides  are  there. 
“ The  arable  is  forty  carucates.  In  demefne  are  five  carucates,  and  twelve  fervants, 
and  twenty-fix  coliberts,  and  forty-two  villanes,  and  forty-five  cottagers,  with  twenty 
“ ploughs.  There  are  four  mills  of  forty  fliillings  rent,  and  a market  rendering  four 
pounds.  There  are  fixty  acreS^  of  meadow.  Pafture  half  a mile  long,  and  four 
furlongs  broad.  A wood  four  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  yields 
“ forty-fix  pounds  of  white  money. 

“ From  this  manor  is  fevered  Estham.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  was  of  the 
farm  of  the  manor,  and  could  not  be  feparated  from  it.  Turftin  holds  it  of  Earl 
“ Morton.  It  is  worth  fifty  (hillings.”'’ 

In  the  time  of  Hen.  II.  this  great  manor  of  Crewkerne  came  to  the  poflefllon  of 
Baldwin  de  Redvers,  baron  of  Oakhampton  in  Devonfliire,  by  his  marriage  with 
Alice,'  daughter  and  heir  of  Ralph  de  Dol  in  Berry,'’  but  he  died  without  any  iflue  by 
her,  as  did  Richard  de  Redvers  his  brother,  who  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor  and 
in  his  honours  in  Devon.  By  which  means  the  family  pofleflions  reforted  to  William 
uncle  of  the  faid  Baldwin,  and  Richard  de  Redvers.  Which  William,  who  was  fur*-- 
named  de  Vemotiy  from  the  place  where  he  received  his  education,  gave  in  the  fixth 
year  of  King  John  the  fum  of  five  hundred  marks,  to  be  repoflefled  of  certain  lordfliips 
in  Devonlhire,  and  to  be  acquitted  of  the  annual  rent  of  fourfcore  pounds  which  he 
paid  for  this  his  manor  of  Crewkerne.*  But  Ihortly  after  the  faid  William  gave  this 
manor  to  Robert  de  Courtney  in  free  marriage  with  Mary  his  daughter.^  To  which 
Robert  fucceeded  John  de  Courtney,  who  died  2 Edw.  I.  leaving  iflue  by  Ifabel 
daughter  of  Hughde  Vere  earl  of  Oxford,  Hugh  de  Courtney  baron  of  Oakhampton, 
his  heir  and  fucceflbr.  Which  Hugh  married  Eleanor  daughter  of  Hugh  lord 
Dilpenfer,  by  whom  he  was  father  of  Hugh  lord  Courtney,  the  firft  Earl  of  Devon- 
fhire  of  that  name.  He  died  feized  of  this  manor  14  Edw.  I II.*  leaving  iflTue  by 
Agnes  his  wife,  filter  of  John  lord  St.  John  of  Bafing,  Hugh  de  Courtney  the  third, 
and  the  fecond  Earl  of  Devonlhire  of  that  name.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
JHumphrey  de  Bohun  earl  of  Hereford  and  ElTex,  and  dying  51  Edw.  III.  was  fuc- 

^ Lib.  Domefday. The  manor  of  Eafiham,  (fo  called  to  diftinguifh  it  from  Rowndham)  in  another  part  of 

the  Record,  is  thus  further  furveyed : 

Turftin  holds  of  the  Earl  [Morton  above-mentioned]  Estham.  Goduin,  the  King’s  bailiff,  held  in  the 
timeof  King  Edward,  with  C a u c h e , a manor  belonging  to  the  King,  and  could  not  be  fevered  from  the  farm, 
and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  two  carucates,  which  are  in  demefne,  with  ten  cottagers,  and  one 
•'  fervant.  There  is  a mill  of  twelve  fhillings  rent,  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  wood. 
was  and  is  worth  fifty  fhillings.” 

It  afterwards  went  with  the  manor  of  Crewkerne;  the  benefice  was  redlorial,  now  a finecure,  the  church  being 
ieftroyed,  and  the  village  (formerly  confiderable)  depopulated. 

• Sir  William  Pole’s  Survey  of  Devon,  MS.  * Dugd.  Bar.  i,  255.  * -Rot.  Fin.^b  Joh.  m.  8. 

.»  Ibid. 
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ceeded  in  this  manor  by  another  Hugh  de  Courtney,  his  eldefl:  fon,  commonly  called 
Hugh  Courtney  le  Fitz,  who  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Lord  Guy  de  Brien,  and 
had  ilTue  Hugh,  who  married  Joan  daughter  of  Thomas  Holland  Earl  of  Kent,  filler  to- 
King  Richard  II.  but  had  no  ilTue  by  her;  His  father  died  in  his  grandfather’s  life-time, 
and  he  Ihortly  after,'*  Edward  Courtney,  eldeft  fon  of  Edward  Courtney,  third  fon  of 
Hugh  Earl  of  Devonlhire,  fucceeded  to  the  title  and  ellates.  He  was  lliled  the  blind 
Earl,  and  married  Matilda  daughter  ofThomas  Lord  Camois  v he  died  7 Hen.  V.  feized- 
of  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Crewkerne,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Crewkerne,' 
and  of  the  three  portions  in  the  faid  church  belonging  to  the  manor,  viz.  the  portion  of 
the  dean  of  the  faid  church,  the  portion  of  the  fub-dean,  and  the  portion  of  the  chapel 
of  Millerton  annexed  to  the  faid  church  j and  the  advowfon  of  the  chantry  of  the 
blelTed  Virgin  Mary  in  the  faid  church, 'and  of  the  chantry  of  the  blefled  Virgin 
Mary  in  the  cemetery  thereof,  appertaining  to  the  manor  of ‘Crewkerne:  all  which 
property  was  held  of  the  King  in  capite,  by  knight’s  fervice,  as  parcel  of  the  honour 
of  Plympton  in  the  county  of  Devon,'  given  to  Richard  de  Redvers  by  King  Henry, 
the  firft.''  Edward,  the  eldeft  fon  of  this  Earl  of  Devon  dying  a year  before  his  father, 
Hugh,  the  fecond,  fucceeded  to  the  title  and  eftate,  and  had  to  wife  Anne  daughter  of 
Richard  Lord  Talbot,  and  filler  of  the  celebrated  John  Talbot  Earl  of  Shrewfbury,- 
by  whom  he  had  ilTue  Thomas,  aftd  departed  this  life  10  Hen.  V.  then  feized  of  this 
and  other  large  manors  in  Somerfet  and  Dorfet.'  Thomas  Courtney,  fon  of  Hugh, 
fucceeded  his  father,  and  married  Margaret  Beaufort,  fecond  daughter  of  John  Earl  of 
Somerfet,  by  whom  he  had  ilTue  Thomas,  beheaded  at  York  by  the  command  of 
Edward  IV.  in  the  year  1462,  Henry,  beheaded  at  Salilbury  in  1466,  and  John,  who 
was  flain  at  Tewkefbury  in  Gloucefterlhire  in  1471.  He  had  allb  feveral  other  chil- 
drenj  but  Thomas  the  firft,  and  Henry  the  fecond  fon,  above-mentioned,  being" 
attainted  for  treafon.  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford  was  created  Earl  of  Devonlhire,  (who 
was  alfo  afterwards  beheaded)  and  the  lands  and  poffeffions  of  the  family  were  feized 
by  the  Crown.  This  manor,  with  many  others,  was  granted  18  Edw.  IV.  to  George 
Duke  of  Clarence.  Notwithftanding  this  attainder  of  the  Courtneys,  and  the  extindlion 
of  the  firft  line  of  that  family,  many  of  the  lands  were  reftored  to  their  former  channel, 
and  the  title  renewed  in  theperfonof  Sir  Edward  Courtney,  knt.  who  was  fon  of  Sir 
Hugh  Courtney  of  Boconnock,  fon  of  Sir  Hugh  Courtney  of  Haccomb,  younger  fon 
of  Sir  Edward  Courtney,  and  brother  of  Edward  Courmey,  third  Earl  of  Devonlhire. 
This  Sir  Edward  Courtney  had  four  fillers,  whofe  pofterity  inherited  the  remaining  ; 
lands  of  Edward  the  laft  Earl  of  the  name  of  Courtney,  who  died  iffuelefs,  viz. 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Tretherfj  / Maud,  wife  of  John  Arundell  of  Talvarn  j -Ifabel,  , 
wife  of  William  Mohun,-  and  Florence,  wife  of  John  Trelawney.  The  part  of 
Tretherf  became  afterwards  the  property  of  Vivian.  23  Eliz.  John  Arundel  had 
the  fourth  part  of  the  manor  of  Crewkerne  Magna  and  Parva,  and  had  licence  to 
alienate  the  fame,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  meffuages  there  and  elfewhere,  to  Sir 
Amias  Paulett,  who  died  feized  of  the  fame  Sept.  26,  1588.  His  defcendant,  John,- 
Earl  Poulett,  now  inherits  this  manor. 

Sir  Wm.  Pole.  ; Efc.  ? Sir  Wm.  Pole.  ‘ Efc. 
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This  pariih,  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  had  a church,  andj.arge  pof- 
feflions  annexed  thereto,  belonging  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Stephen  of  Caen,  in  the 
diocefe  of  Bayeux  in  Normandy,  to  which  it  was  given  by  William  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, the  founder,  who  was  buried  there  in  1093.  To  this  abbey  William  was 
extravagantly  munificent ; for  befides  the  immenfe  bounties  which  he  in  his  life-time 
conferred  thereon,  he  on  his  death  was  fain  to  give  it  all  his  favourite  trinkets,  the 
crown  which  he  ufed  to  wear  at  high  feftivals,  his  feeptre  and  rod,  his  cup  fet  with 
precious  ftones,  his  golden  candlefticks,  and  all  his  other  regalia;  nay,  even  the  bugle 
horn,  which  he  ufed  to  carry  at  his  back,  went  to  pot!  It  feems  it  was  fome  difficulty 
to  recover  thefe  matters  from  the  abbey  j for  it  is  evident  that  it  coft  King  William 
the  Second  the  manor  of  Coker  in  this  county,  and  a large  parcel  of  exemptions,  to 

redeem  what  had  been  fo  fooliflily  fquandered. The  Norman  record  thus  deferibes 

the  lands  belonging  to  that  monaftery  in  this  parifh: 

“ The  church  of  St.  Stephen  holds  of  the  King  the  church  of  Cruche.  There  are 
“ ten  hidesi  The  arable  is  thirteen  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  two  hides,  and 
**  there  is  one  carucate,  with  one  fervant,  and  eleven  villanes,  and  two  coliberts,  and 
feventeen  cottagers,  with  fix  ploughs.  There  are  ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  half  a 
“ mile  of  pafture  in  length  and  breadth.  Of  thefe  ten  hides  a knight  holds  of  the 
abbot  three  hides,  and  has  there  two  carucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  fix  villanes,  and 
two  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five  fhillings  rent,  and  ten  acres 
of  meadow,  and  half  a mile  of  pafhire  in  length  and  breadth.  It  is  worth  to  the  abbot 
feven  pounds,  to  the  knight  four  pounds.”” 

The  parfonage  of  the  living  is  an  impropriation  belonging  to  the  church  of  Win- 
chefter.  William  HuflTey,  efq;  holds  the  redorial  manor. 

The  church  was  anciently  divided  into  three  portions;  the  firfl:  of  which  was  in  1292 
valued  at  fifty  marks,  (in  1554  at  551. 12s.  iid.)  the  fecond  at  fixteen,  and  the  third  at 
ten."  I Edw.  II.  it  was  found  not  to  the  King’s  detriment  to  ^rant  to  Agnes  de 
Monceaux  a licence  fettling  the  fum  of  4I.  4s.  3d.  rent  in  Crewkerne  on  a certain 
chaplain  in  this  church  to  celebrate  mafs  daily  in  perpetuum."  - The  lafl:  incumbent  of 
this  fei-vice  was  John  Godge,  who  in  1553  received  the  fum  of  four  pounds  three 
Ihillings  and  fourpence,  by  way  of  penfion.'’ 

The  church  is  a large,  lofty,  and  (lately  Gothick  building,  in  the  form  of  a crofs, 
in  the  center  of  which  is  a handfome  embattled  tower,  (landing  on  four  malfive  pillars. 
On  each  fide  of  the  communion  table  is  a door  leading  into  a fmall  room,  which 
was  formerly  a confelfional,  or  place  where  in  days  of  Popery  a reverend  confelTor 
fat  in  form  to  hear  the  declarations  of  his  penitents,  and^o  difpenfe  abfolutions.  The 
virtues  and  advantages  of  confelTion  are  not  improperly  exprefled  by  fome  figures  over 
the  doors  which  lead  into  this  apartment.  That  by  which  the  penitents  entered  has 
two  fwine  carved  over  it,  to  fignify  their  pollution;  over  that  by  which  they  returned 
are  two  angels,  to  reprefent  their  purity  and  innocence. 

» Lib.  Doraefday.  " " Taxat.  Spiritual.  ® Inq.  ad  quod  damnum,  1 Edw.  11. 
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On  the  weft  fide  of  the  north  end  of  the  tranfept  Is  a large  mural  monument  of 
ftone,  with  two  tablets,  on  which  are  thefe  infcriptions : 

M.  S.  Johannis  Merefield,  fervient.  ad  legem,  qui  obiit  viceflTimo  fecundo  die 
O6lob.  A.  D.  1666,  et  astatis  fuas  75.  Et  Eleanorae  uxoris  ejus,  filise  Johannis 
Williams,  de  Herringfton  in  agro  Dorceft.  armig.  quas  obiit  undecimo  die  Septembris 

A.  D.  1655. Hie  juxta  pofita  eft  Alicia  filia  et  hasres  Johannis  Cofton,  de  Bower- 

henton,  armigeri,  et  uxor  Roberti  Merefield,  armig.  quae  obiit  1 2 die  April  A,  D,. 
1678,  tetat.  fuse  29.” The  Merefields  were  of  Woolmifton. 

On  the  fame  wall  is  another  fmall  mural  monument  of  ftone,  on  which  is  a brafs 

plate,  with  the  following  infeription; “ Spedatiffimi  viri  M.  Henrici  Trat,  nuper 

dum  vixit  ludi  magiftri  Crewkernienfis  longe  celeberrimi ; cujus  defideratiffimae  animse 
depofitum  fubtus  in  Domino  conquiefeit,  defundum  primo  die  Maij,  et  fepultum  fep- 

timo  die,  A.  D.  1679,  55-” To  which  is  added  a long  apoftrophe  by  one 

of  his  fcholars. 

On  the  north  pillar  at  the  northeaft  corner  of  the  tranfept  is  a mural  monument  of 
black  and  white  marble.  The  tablet,  fupported  by  two  round  detached  columns  bears 

this  infeription: “ M.  S.  Thomae  Way,  qui,  fi  £tatem  provediorem  attlgifiet,  ipfe 

fibi  exegiflet  monumentum,  marmoreo  ifthoc  tanto  perennius,  quanto  ingenii  opera 
manuum  funt  diuturniora.  Earn  enim  a natura  vim  animo  habuit  infitam,  quae  doc- 
trihas,  quibufeunq;  puerilis  astas  imbui  debet,  faciles  redderet,  et  jucundas ; literarum 
tamen  ftudium  ea  ftrenua  fedulitate,  quae  vincit  omnia,  fint  quamvis  difficillima,  profe- 
cutus  eft.  Erat  etiam  moribus  innocuus,  integer,  fandufq;  condifcipulorum  amans; 
obfequens  dodoribusj  et  matris  viduae  (cui  filius  eratunicus)  obfervantiffimus.  Augufti 
kalend.  16  anno  a Xto  nato  1723,  stat.  fuae  18  j variolis  per  oppidum  Crewkerniae 
turn  mifere  graflantibus,  atrocilTimorum  fymptomatum  impetu  corruptus  eft.  Et 
poftquam  pia  fortitudine  vehementiore  triduum  conflidaverat,  quarto  iniqui  hujus 
certaminis  die  purpuream  efflavit  animam.” 

Under  the  eaft  window  is  a plain  mural  monument  of  ftorte  with  this  infeription:—— 
“ Elizabeth  Wyke,  wife  of  John  Wyke,  of  Henly  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  efquier, 
daughter  of  James  Coffine,  of  Munckly  in  the  county  of  Devon,  efquier;  was  born 
Aug.  5,  1565,  died  May  2ift,  and  was  buried  May  28,  1613,  being  then  of  the  age  of 
50  years;  and  had  iflue  three  daughters  then  living,  Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  and  Frances. 

E nding  on  earth,  to  rebegin  in  heaven, 

L oving  my  Maker  dearer  than  my  mate; 

J calmely  in  a quiet  ocean  driven, 

S ayl’d  to  this  port,  where  love  admits  not  hate, 

A nkor’d  I have  fo  fafely,  that  I fcorne, 

B e it  with  wind,  tyde,  weather,  to  be  tome; 

E clipfing  fins,  dark’ning  bright  virtue’s  fun, 

T hat  weave  fuch  webbs  of  woes  t’  intangle  foules, 

H ave  here  no  refidence,  but  downward  run, 

E arthy  they  are,  Heav’n’s  judgment  them  controules; 

Y 2 
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God  hath  appointed  firy  feraphins. 

To  ftand  as  fentitiells  ’gaynft  death,  'gaynft  fins. 

W ell  came  my  death,  that  brought  me  unto  life, 

I J1  gain  my  life,  which  would  procure  my  death, . 

K nowing  the  careful  reft  from  combrous  ftrife, 

E njoy  I Ihould  with  my  Creator’s  breath; 

For  by  fuch  meanes  fuch  pow’r  I do  attaine. 

Ever  to  live,  never  to  die  againe.” 

At  the  fouth  end  of  the  tranfept  are  three  old  ftone  tombs;  one  is  infcribed  as  follows : 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Adam  Martin,  efqj  of  Seaborow,  who  was  buried  Dec.  20, 
1678.” The  infcriptions  on  the  other  two  are  illegible. 

Near  the  above,  is  a mural  monument  of  black  ftone,  on  which  is  infcribed:  ■ 

^Hn  a vault  underneath  are  depofited  the  remains  of  Elizabeth  Trevelyan,  daughter 
of  John  Trevelyan,  of  Minehead,  efq;  who  died  Nov.  6,  1776,  aged  65.” 

On  a brafs  plate  m one  of  the  \ pillars  in  the  nave,  is  the  following  account  of 
.benefactions  to  the  poor: 

‘^Martha  Mintern,  of  Crewkerne,  gentlewoman,  (obiit  May  10,  1712,  setat.  fuse 
90)  in  companion  to  the  poor  of  the  faid  parifti,  hath  for  ever  given  the  lands  called 
Tuxingdon’s,  part  of  the  eftate  of  Robert  Ford,  gentleman,  to  the  ufes  following,  viz. 
Two  third  parts  of  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  the  faid  eftate  to  be  divided  among  fuch 
poor  people  as  the  curate,  churchwardens,  overfeers  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being,  and 
the  truftces  for  the  faid  lands,  ftiall  think  fit;  to  each  poor  perfon,  eveiy  Candlemas- 
day,  three  fhillings.  And  the  other  part  of  the  clear  yearly  profit  of  the  faid  eftate  to 
be  employed  in  the  education  of  fuch  poor  children  as  the  perfons  above-named 
fhall  appoint.”* 

On  the  fouth  wall  In  a black  frame,  is  the  following  account  of  other  charities : 

“ Mr.  Mat.  Chubb  gave  the  old  alms-houfe  for  eight  poor  people. 

“ Mrs.  Mary  Davies  gave  the  new  alms-houfe  for  fix  poor  men  and  fix  poor  women, 
and  half  a hundred  of  wood  to  each  yearly.  And  alfo  four  pounds  to  be  given  to  the 
poor,  one  ftiilling  each,  on  New-Year’s  day. 

‘‘Mr.  Co^ns  gave  3I  12s.  a year,  out  of  Furington’s,  for  the  education  of  poor 
children. 

“ Mrs.  Jane  Reynolds  gave  3I.  to  the  poor  of  this  town,  and  il.  to  the  poor  of 
Hewilh;  onefhilling  each  to  be  given  Eafter-Monday,  by  the  overfeers,  paid  out  of 
the  Grinham  eftate. 

“ A.  D.  1730.  Mr.  William  Budd  gave  20I.  for  tlieufe  of  two  induftrious  tradef- 
men  with  bondfmen,  four  years  without  intereft. 

. “A.  D.  1762.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cookfon  gave  the  ufe  of  50I,  for  poor  children 
-to  be  taught  to  read.” 

A charity-fchool  here,  endowed  by  Dr,  Hody,  and  other  benefadtors,  ftill  flourilhes. 

This 
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This  parilh  gave  birth  arid  refidence  to  a family  of  its  name,  who  flourifhed  in  the 
times  of  Hen.  IV.  and  V.  in  great  profperity. 

Weftward  of  Crewkerne,  and  between  that  town  and  Chard,  is  a hill  called  Rana^ 
Ilillt  on  which  was  a chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Ranus,  which  contained  his  bones.’ 

Itin.  Willelmrde  Worceflre,  163. 


MISTERTON. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Crewkerne,  and  in  the  road  into  Dorfetfliire,  lies  Mifterton, 
in  a low  and  flat  fituation,  but  environed  by  a beautiful  and  rich  country.  The 
lands  are  moftly  pafture  and  meadow,  and  abound  with  a yellowilh  kind  of  rag-ftone, 
which  is  ufed  for  the  roads,  and  for  rough  building.  This  ftone  contains  a few  cornua 
ammonis,  and  fome  foflll  Ihells  of  the  bivalve  kind. 

The  manor  of  Mifterton  has  always  belonged  to  the  great  manor  of  Crewkerne,  for 
which  reafon  it  does  not  appear  in  the  Norman  Survey.  In  all  the  records  it  is  called 
Mifterton  in  the  parifli  of  Crewkerne;  and  the  church,  which  is  a vicarage,  formed  one 
of  the  portions  of  that  benefice.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Alh  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  edifice,  without  either  tower,  turret,  or  fpire,  confifting  of  a 
nave,  chancel,  and  fide  ailes;  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aile  are  two  fmall  bells*, 
It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard.. 


HINTON  St.  GEORGE.* 

This  parilh  is  pleafantly  fituated  three  miles  northweft  from  Crewkerne,  the  greater 
part  thereof  on  rifmg  ground  from  the  north,,  having  the  feat  and  noble  woods 
and  plantations  of  Earl  Poulett  on  the  fouth,  part  of  which  are  on  a fine  eminence,  and 
command  a very  extenfive  and  beautiful  profped  over  the  greateft  part  of  the  county, 
.and  the  Dorfetlhire  mountains  to  the  fouth.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  parifli,  near  the 
fourth  mile  ftone  in  the  road  from  Chard  to  Crewkerne,  both  the  north  and  fouth  feas 
appear.  A fine  fpring  rifes  near  the  church,  from  which  a rivulet  runs  to  Merriot, 
and  thence  to  South-Petherton ; another  which  has  its  fource  in  die  park,  after  pafllng 
over  a water-fall  about  fourteen  feet  high,  runs  through  Dinnington,  and  afterwards 
joins  the  former  near  Lopeton,  where  it  turns  a corn-mill. 

* **  So  caullid  bycaufe  the  paroch  chirch  there  is  dedicate  to  St.  George.”  Lcl.  It'm.  ii.  94. 
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There  is  a hamlet  within  this  parifh  called  Craft,  and  in  old  deeds  Craft-Warre, 
from  its  having  formerly  belonged  to  the  ancient  family  of  the  Warres  of  Heftercombe.** 
It  lies  fouthv/eft  from  Hinton. 

The  manor  of  Hinton  belonged  in  the  Norman  days  to  William  de  Ow,  and  was 
then  called  Hantone, 

“William  himfelf  holds  Hantone.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for 
thirteen  hides.  The  arable  is  twelve  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  five  hides, 
and  there  are  four  carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  fixteen  villanes,  and  twenty-four 
cottagers  with  ten  ploughs.  There  are  two  mills  of  feven  fhillings  and  fixpence  rent, 
“and  fixty  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  one  mile  in  length,  and  half  a mile  broad. 
“ When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  twelve  pounds,  now  fifteen  pounds.”' 

The  family^  of  Powtrell  were  ancient  owners  of  Hinton  St.  George,  of  whom  were 
John  and  George  Powtrell,  in  the  time  of  Richard  I.  and  King  John.  Whether  the 
former  pofTeffed  this  eftate  or  not,  is  not  certain ; but  the  latter  enjoyed  it,  and  in  the 
time  of  Henry  III.  devifed  it  to  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  married  to  John  Giffard, 
who  fometime  refided  here  ^ but  died  without  iffue  male,  and  the  lands  defcended  by 
Alice  his  daughter  and  heir  to  Sir  Philip  Deneband,  of  Pefcayth  in  Monmouthihire, 
knt.^  Which  Sir  Philip  was  father  of  William  Deneband,  who  29  Hen.  III.  gave  to 
his  younger  brother  Hamon  a moiety  of  this  manor,  which  was  held  of  Roger  le 
Bigod  Earl  of  Norfolk  and  marlhal  of  England.^  After  many  fucceflions  of  this 
family  of  Deneband,  the  manor  of  Hinton  came,  by  the  marriage  of  Elizabeth  daughter 
and  heir  of  John  Deneband  with  Sir  William  Paulett,  knt.  into  that  ancient  family, 
who  were  afterwards  ennobled  with  the  barony. 

The  Paulets,  or  (as  they  are  now  written)  Pouletts,  had  their  name  from  the  village 
of  Paulet  near  Bridgwater.  The  firft  that  aflumed  this  name  was  Hercules,  Lord  of 
Tournon  in  Picardy,  who  came  into  England  with  Jeffery  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Anjou, 
third  fon  of  Henry  II.  His  fon  and  heir.  Sir  William  de  Paulet,  had  his  refidence 
at  Leigh-Paulet  in  Devonfhirej  and  dying  in  1242,  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  William 
of  the  fame  place,  who  died  in  1281,  leaving  iffue  Sir  William  Paulet,  who  died  in 
1314,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Walter  Paulet,  who  had  his  dwelling  chiefly  at 
Road  in  this  county.  This  Sir  Walter  died  in  1322,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Sir 
William  Paulet,  who  was  alfo  of  Roadj  and  after  him  came  Sir  Johri  Paulet,  knight, 
who  was  of  Goathurfl  in  this  county.®  Which  Sir  John  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Reigni,  or  Reyney,  of  Rowd  in  Wiltihife,  and  Sheerfton  in  this 
county  i the  arms  of  which  family,  viz.  a pair  of  wings  conjoined  in  lure,  were  ufed  by 
his  fucceffor  Sir  John  Paulet,  15  Ric.  II.  This  Sir  John  Paulet,  fon  of  Sir  John, 
was  one  of  thofe  who  engaged  in  the  expedition  under  Thomas  Plantagenet,  Earl  of 
Buckingham,  in  aid  of  the  Duke  of  Britanny  againftthe  French  j'’  and  having  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  John  Greedy,*  of  Greedy  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
had  iffue  two  fons.  Sir  Thomas  Paulet,  knt.  and  William  Paulet,  progenitor  of  the 

* Sec  Kingfton  in  Taunton  hundred.  ® Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Cart.  Antiq.  * Sir  Wm.  Pole’s  MSS. 
f Cart.  Antiq.  ® Ex  Stemmate.  Hollinftied’s  Chron.  ii.  426. 

• Sir  Wm.  Pole  fays  William  Credy,  MS.  Survey  of  Devon, 
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Poiiletts,  Dukes  of  Bolton.  Which  Sir  Thomas  Paulet  married  Margaret,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Henry  Borjiton,''  and  was  father  of  Sir  William  Paulet,  who  married  the 
heirefs  of  Deneband.  This  Sir  William  left  ilTue  one  fon  Sir  Amias  Paulet,  and 
four  daughters.  Sir  Amias  was  knighted  for  his  gallant  behaviour  at  the  battle  of 
Newark  upon  Trent,  June  16,  1487.  He  built  much  at  Hinton,  butrefided  for  the 
moft  part  in  London,  where  he  was  treafurer  to  the  Society  of  the  Middle  Temple.  He 
died  in  1538,  leaving  iflue,  by  Lora  his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of  William  Kellaway, 
of  Rockborne  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  efq;  three  fons  and  one  daughter.  Sir 
Hugh,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  in  the  French  wars  in  1544,  and  31  Hen.  VIII.  was  made 
fupervifor  of  all  the  manors,  melTuages,  and  lands,  lately  belonging  to  Richard  Whiting, 
abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  attainted.  33  Hen.  VIII.  he  had  a grant  of  Upcroft  and 
Combe  in  Crewkerne,  and  was  Iheriff  of  the  county  29  and  34  Hen.  VIII.  and  i 
Edw.  VI.  He  married  firft,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Walter  Blount,  elq;  by  whom  he 
had  no  ilTue;  and  fecondly  Philippa,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Lewis  Pollard,  knt.  by 
whom  he  had  ilTue  three  fons  and  one  daughter.  Sir  Amias  Paulet,  the  eldeft  fon, 
died  feized  of  Hinton- St. -George,  Sept.  26,  1588,  leaving  rffue  by  Margaret,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Anthony  Harvey,  efqj  three  fons,  Hugh,  who  died  in  his  infancy.  Sir 
Anthony  Poulett,  and  George  Paulet,  of  Goathurft.  He  had  alfo  three  daughters. 
Sir  Anthony  Poulett  fucceeded  to  the  title  and  eftate,  and  married  Catherine,  foie 
daughter  of  Henry  Lord  Norris,  Baron  of  Rycot,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  two  Ions  and 
two  daughters.  John  the  eldeft  fon  was  in  1627  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a Baron, 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Poulett,  of  Hinton-St.-George.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Chriftopher  Ken,  of  Ken-Court,  efq;  by  whom  he  had  three  fons  and 
five  daughters,  viz.  John,  his  eldeft  fon  and  fucceffor,  who  was  in  1640  elefted  knight  of 
the  fhire  for  this  county,  and  diftinguiftied  himfelf  for  his  loyalty  during  the  civil  wars. 
He  died  in  1665,  at  his  manor-houfe  at  Court  de  Wick,  and  was  buried  at  Hinton. 
He  married  firft,  Catherine,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Horatio  Vere,  knt.  Lord  Vere 
of  Tilbury,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  John  and  Horatio;  and  three  daughters,  Eli- 
zabeth, Vere,  and  Catherine.  To  his  fecond  wife  he  married  Anne,  fecond  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Sir  Thomas  Brown,  bart.  by  whom  he  had  iflue  two  fons,  Amias,  and 
Charles;  alfo  four  daughters,  Anne,  Florence,  Mary,  and  Margaret.  John,  his  eldeft 
fon  and  heir,  fucceeded  him,  and  married  ElTex,  daughter  of  Alexander  Popham,  of 
Littlecot,  efq;  by  whom  he  was  father  of  two  daughters,  Catherine  and  Letitia;  by  his 
fecond  wife  Sufan,  daughter  of  Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke,  he  had  iflue  his  only  fon  and 
heir  John  Lord  Poulett,  created  Vifcoitnt  of  Hinton-St.-George  and  Earl  Poulett  in 
1706.  His  Lordfliip  married  Bridget,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Peregrine  Bertie,  efq; 
and  by  her  had  iflue  four  fons,  John,  who  fucceeded  him.  Peregrin^  buried  at  Hinton- 
St.-George,  Vere,  and  Lord  Anne,  fo  named  by  Queen  Anne  his  godmother;  as  alfo 
four  daughters,  whofe  names  were  Bridget,  Catherine,  Sufan,  and  Rebecca.  John 
fucceeded  his  father,  as  fecond  Earl  Poulett,  and  dying  unmarried,  his  eftate  and  titles 
devolved  on  his  brother  Vere  Poulett,  father  of  John  Earl  Poulett,  the  prefent  Lord 
of  Hinton-St.-George.  His  Lordfliip’s  arms  are,  Sahley  three  fwords  in  pile,  their 
points  in  bafe,  argent,  pomels  and  hilts  or. 


* Burton,  according' to  vSir  William  Pole, 
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The  living  of  Hinton,  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks,’  is  a re6lory  in  the  deanery  of 
Crewkerne,  and  in  the  gift  of  Earl  Poulett.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Tudor  is  the  prefent 
incumbent. 

The  church  confifts  of  a nave  and  fide  ailes,  with  a well-built  tower  at  the  weft  end, 
containing  five  bells.  The  north  aile  or  chapel  belongs  to  Earl  Poulett,  and  contains 
niany  monuments  of  that  noble  family.  The  arch,  which  divides  it  from  the  chancel, 
is  filled  up  with  a large  ftone  monument,  on  which,  under  a canopy,  lie  the  effigies  of 
Anthony  and  Catherine  Poulett,  and  on  the  fides  of  it  ten  of  their  children  kneeling; 

the  infcription  is : Hie  jacet  Antonins  Poulet,  miles  et  dux  infulae  Jerfey,  qui 

obiit  22  die  Julij,  Anno  Dili  1600.  Hie  jacet  Dna  Katherina  Poulet,  uxor  Antonii 
Poulet,  militis,  filla  unica  Henrici  Dni  Norris,  Baronis  de  Rycot,  qui  obiit  24  die 
Martii,  Anno  Dni  1601.” 

Againft  and  within  the  north  wall  of  this  chapel  lie  the  effigies  of  a knight  in  compleat 
armour,  and  his  lady,  with  two  plain  coats  of  the  Poulets  carved  over  them,  and  this 
infcription: “ Hie  jacet  Amifius  Poulet,  miles,  qui  obiit  decimo  die  Aprilis  1 537.” 

Adjoining  to  this  is  another  monument  of  ftone,  having  thereon  the  effigies  of  a man 
and  woman,  he  is  in  compleat  armour,  and  the  fame  achievement  as  the  former,  in- 
feribed, Hie  jacet  Hugo  Poulet,  miles,  qui  obiit  6 die  Decembris  Anno  Dni .... 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  chapel  is  a very  ftately  monument  to  the  memory  of  John 
Lord  Poulett,  firft  Baron  of  Hinton-St.-George,  and  John  Lord  Poulett  the  fecond. 

Round  a blue  fiat  ftone  in  the  fame  chapel  was  the  following  infcription: 

“ pci  gift  anefteife  Be  ^aint  Ciuentm  JFiUe  %iu  3(oban*  s^utiatjer0  jFeme 
J^etbect  Be  ^epnt  IXucntgn*  Pne0  pur  lui  he  £)u  Be  0'alme  me?cp 

P*ound  a fiat  ftone  in  the  chancel : 

“ Me  meet  amo0  poulet,  mile0,  filiim  fecunBug  antonii  Poulet,  rnilitm, 
QUi  obiit  imo  Die  gigaii  ano  IDni  1626.” 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  nave,  another  of  the  family  of  Poulet  lies  in  effigy  on  an 
ancient  tomb  of  ftone. 

On  the  fame  fide  is  a white  marble  monument,  with  this  infcription: “ Rebecca 

Poulett,  youngeft  daughter  of  John  Earl  Poulett,  of  Hinton-St.-George,  by  Bridget  his 
wife,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Peregrine  Bertie,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Lindfay,  died 
March  2,  1765.  Many  daughters  have  done  virtuoufly,  but  thou  excelleft  them  all. 
This  monument  is  erefted  to  her  memory  by  her  fifter  Sufan  Poulett.” 

Againft’ the  eaft  wall  of  the  fouth  aile  is  a monument  of  ftone,  and  over  it  on  a brafs 
plate  the  effigies  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  Martin,  with  leverai  of  their  children  kneeling, 
and  a copy  of  indifferent  Latin  verfes. 

' Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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M E R R I O T. 

This  parifli  and  village,  formerly  written  Meriety  lie  at  a fmall  diftance  north- 
ward from  Crewkerne,  and  eaftward  from  Hinton-St.-George,  in  a pleafant 
fruitful  country. 

Meriet  is  noticed  in  the  general  Survey  as  the  land  of  two  different  perfons,  Robert 
Earl  of  Morton,  and  Harding  Fitz-Alnod,  one  of  the  King’s  thanes. 

“ Dodeman  holds  of  the  Earl,  Meriet.  Lewin  and  Briftward  held  it  in  the  time 
" of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  feven  hides.  The  arable  is  feven  carucates.  In 
“ demefne  are  two  carucates,  and  fix  fervants,  and  ten  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with 
“ four  ploughs.  There  are  three  mills  of  thirty  fhillings  rent,  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
“ meadow,  and  half  a mile  of  pafture  in  length  and  breadth.  It  was  worth  four  pounds, 
now  feven  pounds.”^ 

The  fame  [Harding]  holds  Meriet.  Goduin  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  carii- 
cates,  and  two  fervants,  and  nine  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There 
is  a mill  of  five  fhillings  rent,  and  ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  three  furlongs  of  pafture. 
It  was  formerly  worth  one  hundred  fhillings,  now  it  is  worth  four  pounds.”’’ 

In  this  village,  in  the  time  of  King  Richard  the  fiift,  lived  a family  who  afllimed 
their  names  from  it.  Nicholas  de  Meriet  had  confiderable  pofTefTions  in  this  county  in 
that  reign,  and  was  afiTeffed  at  thirty-eight  fhillings  and  nine-pence  as  fcutage  for  the 
King’s  ranfom.'  He  was  fucceeded  by  Hugh  de  Meriet,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  1 4 
Hen,  III.  paid  -25  marks  for  his  relief  of  his  lands.'’ 

To  him  fucceeded  Nicholas  de  Meriet,  who  20  Hen.  III.  gave  feven  pounds  ten 
fliillings  for  his  relief  of  one  knight’s  fee  in  Meriet,  which  his  father  Hugh  held  of  the 
Kmg  in  chief.'  Alfo  38  Hen.  III.  he  accounted  for  the  fum  of  thirty-fbven  fhillings 
and  two-pence,  in  the  aid  for  making  the  King’s  eldeft  fon  a knight.*^ 

To  which  Nicholas  fucceeded  John  de  Meriet,  who  died  13  Edw.  I.  feized  of  the 
manor  of  Meriet,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  thereof,  then  certified  to  be  of  the 
yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds.® 

John,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  a great  warrior,  and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  King  Edward  I.  in  all  whofe  wars  he  was  engaged,  and  from  whom 
he  obtained  a charter  of  free  warren,  a market,  and  a fair  in  this  manor.  28  th  of  that 
reign  he  was  one  of  thofe  great  men  who  had  a fpecial  fummons  to  attend  the  King 
with  horfe  and  arms  to  march  againfl  the  Scots.’’  He  died  fhortly  after,'  and  by  his 
wife  Lucia  left  iffue  John  de  Meriet,  George,  and  William.’' 

* Lib.  Domefday.  » Ibid.  ' Rot.  Pip.  6 Ric.  I.  " Rot.  Fin.  14  Hen.  Ill,  ' Rot-Fin.  zoHen.  IIL 
' Rot.  Pip.  38  Hen.  III.  s Efc.  » MS.  penes  Edit.  * Efc.  Cart.  .4ntiq. 
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John  de  Meriet,  the  eldeft  fon,  v/as  alfo  a knight,  and  bore  for  his  arms  Barry  of 
fix,  furmounted  by  .a  bend,'  He  feems  to  have  been  in  great  favour  in  the  court  of 
Edw.  II.  but  was  of  a turbulent  temper,  infomuch  that  he  was  excommunicated  by 
John  de  Drokensford,  bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  for  embowelling  his  deceafed  wife.'” 
Ele  was  afterwards  pardoned,  and  died  i Edw.  III.  leaving  iiTue  John  his  heir  and 
fuccefibr,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.” 

Which  laft-mentioned  John  died  foon- after  his  father,  as  did  alfo  George  de  Meriet, 
lord  of  this  manor,  whofe  fon  and  heir  by  Ifabella  his  wife  was 

Another  Sir  John  de  Meriet,  lord  of  this  and  other  manors  in  this  county,  wherein 
he  was  fucceeded  by 

Walter  de  Meriet,  who  is  flilecTof  Comb-Flory.°  He  was  lord  alfo  of  a manor  in 
Eong-Alhton,  called  Afhton-Meriet,  from  the  name  of  this  family.  Dying  without 
ilTue  19  Edw.  III.  Simon  de  Meriet,  his  nephew,  became  poflefled  of  the  efbates. 

Sir  John  Meriet,  fon  and  heir  of  Simon,  was  a knight.  He  married  Eleanor  filter 
and  coheir  of  John  de  Beauchamp  of  Hatch,  by  whom  he  had  ilTue 

John  Meriet,  wlio  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and  pofiefled  alfo  the  lordfhips  of 
Lopen,  Stratton,  and  Marfton-Magna,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  churches  of  Merriot 
and  Buckland;  all  which,  after  his  death  46  Edw.  III.  defcended  to  John  Meriet 
jiis  fon  and  heir.’’ 

Which  John  Meriet  was  a knight,  and  of  much  reputation  in  the  days  wherein  he 
lived.  His  wife’s  name  was  Maud,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  one  fon,  George,  and  two 
daughters,  viz.  Margaret  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Bonville,  and  Elizabeth  the  wife  of 
Humphrey  Stafford.'^  George  died  iffuelefs,  and  a partition  being  made  of  the  lands 
of  Meriet  betwixt  the  daughters,  thjs  manor  v.^as  afligned  to  Margaret  the  wife  of 
Sir  Thomas  Bonville/ 

V/hich  Sir  Thomas  Bonville  was  father  of  Sir  William  Bonville,  who  died  in  his 
father'^s  Ijfe-time;  but  left  iffue  by  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Lord 
Harington,  William  Bonville,  Lord  Harington,  who  died  in  the  life-time  of  his 
grandfather;  and  left  iffue  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Richard  Neville,  Earl  of  Sali/bury, 
an  only  daughter  Cecily,  married  to  Thomas  Grey,  Marquis  of  Dorfet.  After  the 
death  of  the  faid  Cecily,  Thomas  Grey,  Marquis  of  Dorfet,  her  fon,  poffeffed  it;  and  - 
after  him  his  fon  Henry  Duke  of  Suffolk;  by  whofe  attainder  it  fell  to  the  Crown. 

I Mary,  the  manor  of  Merriot,  with  lands  in  Merriot  and  Chefcombe,  belonged  to 
William  Rice,®  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  Henry  Rodbard,  efq. 

The  church  of  Merriot,  valued  in  1292  at  twenty  marks,*  was  appropriated  to  the 
abbey  of  Muchelney,  A.  D.  1382.“  It  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Crewkerne,  and 
in  the  gift  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Brjftol.  The  Rev..  Mr,  Price  is  the  prefent 
incumbent. 

• Seals  from  ancient  deeds,  Somerfet.  “ Excerpt,  e Regift.  Joh.  Drokensford,  Ep.  B.  et  W.  " Efc. 

*’  Cart.  Antiq.  p Efc.  ’ This  or  another  Elizabeth  is  called  the  wife  of  Urry  Seymour. 

Cart.  Antiq.  ® Ter.  Sydenham.  J Taxat.  Spiritual.  " Pat.  18  Ric.  II.  p.  2.  m.  2. 
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The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  is  a neat  ftrudure,  and  confifts  of  a 
nave,  and  two  fide  ailes.  A tower  at^  the  weft  end  contains  a clock  and  five  bells. 
Here  was  a chantry,  founded  by  one  of  the  Meriets. 

In  the  fouth  aile  is  a neat  mural  monument  of  black  and  white  marble,  infcribed. 

This  monument  is  ereded  to  the  pious  memory  of  that  worthy  gentlewoman  Mary 
the  wife  of  John  Rodbard,  of  this  place,  efqj  and  eldeft  daughter  of  Henry  Henley,,  of 
Leigh,  in  this  county,  elqj  by  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  and  foie  heir^efs  of  Richard 
Holt,  of  Nurfted  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  efq;  who  died  Jan.  7,  1733,  aged  35. 
John  Rodbard,  of  Merriot,  efq;  died  March  20,  1744,  aged  55;  juftly  efteemed  and 
lamented  by  his  neighbours  and  relations.  He  left,  by  the  above-mentioned  Mary 
his  wife,  three  fons  and  a daughter  of  age  fufficient  to  remember  and  mourn  fo  good 

a parent.”- Arms:  Or,  a chevron  between  three  oxen JaUe-,  impaled  with  azure,  a 

lion  rampant  argent,  crowned  or,  within  a bordure  of  the  fecond,  charged  with  eight 
torteaux.  « 

On  another  neat  mural  monument  of  white  marble : “ T o the  memory  of  Mary 

daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Rodbard,  who  died  Odt.  20,  1745,  aged  18.  William 
Rodbard  died  Nov.  22,  1762,  aged  32.”' 

On  a mural  monument  of  white  marble  near  the  fouth  door: Near  this  place 

iieth  the  body  of  John  England,  of  London,  efq;  who  died  April  2,  17  42,.  aged  59.” 

Arms:  Gules,  three  lions  argent,  paflant  in  pale;  fable,  between  two  bends, 

fix  leopard’s  heads  cabofied  or. 

Benefa6tions  to  the  Poor;  ^ 

James  Hooper,  efq;  lool.  Robert  Gough,  efq;  70I.  Robert  England,  efq;  lool. 
The  intereft  to  be  diftributed  annually  on  Good-Friday  and  St.  Thomas-Day,  among 
the  fecond  poor. 


S E 'A  B O R O U G H. 

This  parilh  lies  fouthweft  from  Crewkerne,  on  the  borders  of  the 'river  Ax,  which 
on  the  fouth  and  eaft  divides  it  from  the  county  of  Dorfet.  Its  ancient  name  was 
Seveberge,  under  which  it  is  thus  noticed  in  the  Norman  Survey; 

The  Bilhop  [of  Salilbury]  holds  Seveberge.  Alward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  a hide  and  a half.  The  arable  is  one  carucate  and  a half. 
“ Yet  there  are  two  ploughs,  and  two  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  and  two  fervants. 
“ There  is  half  a mill  rendering  ten-pence,  and  nine  acres  of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of 
“ wood.  Pafture  half  a mile  long,  and  half  a furlong  broad.  To  this  manor  is  added 
**  another  Seveberge.  Aluer  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  a 
“ hide  and  a half,  There  are  two  ploughs,  with  one  villane,  and  five  cottagers,  and 
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half  a mil)  rendermg  ten-pence,  and  nine  acr§s  of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of  wood, 
Pafture  half  a mile  long,  and  half  a furlong  broad.  Thefe  two  lands  are  not  of  the 
bifhopiick  of  Sarifberie,  Bifliop  Ofmund  held  them  for  one  manor,  and  Walter  of 
him,  They  were  and  are  worth  fpcty  Ihillings,  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  they 
belonged  to  Crewkerne,  the  King’s  manor,  and  they  who  held  thern  could  not  be  fepa- 
rated  horn  it,  and  paid  to  Crewkerne  a cuftomary  rent  of  twelve  fbeep  with  their 
lambs,  and  one  pig  of  iron  from  every  freemian.”' 

Soon  after  this  account  was  written.  King  AViliiam  the  Conqueror  gave  this  manor 
with  other  lands  to  Le  Sieur  de  Vaus,  or  Vallibus,  who  came  over  with  him  from 
France i'’  the  Bifliop  of  Sarum  was  then  the  capital  lord,  and  the  feudal  fervice  due 
from  the  manor  was  that  of  one  foldier.  In  which  family  of  De  Vallibus,  Seaborough 
defcended  through  many  generations,  but  the  names  of  the  feveral  pofTefTors  do  not 
all  occur.  In  the  time  of  Henry  III.  Ralph  de  Vallibus  being  obliged  to  fend  men  in 
the  fervice  of  that  king,  when  he  undertook  a crufade  to  the  Holy  Land,  amongft 
others  difpatched  one  John  Gole  out  of  his  manor  of  Seaborough,  who  went  accord- 
ingly to  Jerufalem,  and  was  prefent  at  the  fiege  of  Damieta,  where  he  fought  valiantly, 
and  after  his  return,  as  a reward  for  his  merits,  this  Ralph  de  Vallibus  gave  him  an 
eftate  in  Seaborough  (by  deed  ftiU  extant)  about  A.  D,  1229, 

This  Ralph  de  Vallibus  had  an  only  daughter  and  heir  named  Grecia,  who  about 
the  year  1 245  married  Eudo  de  Rochford,  and  by  that  marriage  the  manor  and  eftate 
were  transferred  to  the  Rochford  family,  having  continued  in  that  of  de  Vallibus  for  one 
hundred  and  eighty  years.  This  Grecia,  though  thus  married  to  Eudo  de  Rochford, 
in  all  her  deeds  made  after  marriage,  ftill  retained  her  maiden  name,  according  to  the 
cuftom  made  ufe  of  in  France  to  this  dayj  and  under  that  title  ' 51  Hen.  Ill,  A.  D, 
1267,  joined  with  her  hulband  in  a grant  of  this  manor,  and  the  advowfon  of  the 
church,  together  with  a pound  of  pepper,  and  a pound  of  cummin-feed,  payable 
annually  by  the  abbot  of  Ford,  unto  their  fon  Ralph  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  But 
J4Edw.  II,  John,  the  fon  of  this  Ralph  de  Rochford,  fold  the  whole  of  this  manor 
and  eftate  to  John  Gold  of  Seaborough,  who  was  in  all  probability  a defcendant  of  that 
John  Gole,  or  Gold,  the  crufader  above-mentioned, 

The  manor,  eftate,  and  advowfon,  thus  transferred  from  the  Rochford  family,  (in 
which  they  had  continued  about  feventy-fix  years)  to  the  Golds,  were  delivered  down 
in  a lineal  and  diredl  defcent  in  that  family  from  father  to  fon  for  almoft  three  hundred 
years.  The  laft  of  the  family  was  John  Gold,  who  was  killed  in  a field  on  Henley 
farm  near  Seaborough,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  as  he  was  pur- 
fuing  his  favourite  diverfion  of  hawking  at  harveft  time.  Mr,  Weeks,  the  then  owner 
pf  the  farm,  (between  whofe  family  and  that  of  the  Golds  there  had  exifted  an  ancient 
animofity)  being  in  the  field  at  the  fame  time,  ordered  fome  of  his  workmen  to  beat 
Mr,  Gold  off  his  horfe,  which  one  of  them  did  with  a rake,  and  killed  him.  For  this 
murder  Mr.  Weeks  and  two  of  his  men  were  tried  at  an  affize  held  at  Crewkerne 
upon  the  occafion,  and  being  found  guilty,  were  condemned  and  executed. 

* Lib,  Pomefday,  ? iPattle-Abbey  Roll. 

John 
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John  Gold  thus  dying,  the  eftate,  manor,  and  advowfon  of  Seaborough,  became 
the  property  of  his  widow  Elizabeth,  who  lived  near  thirty  years  after  his  deceafe. 
They  having  no  iflue,  Seaborough  fell  immediately  on  the  death  of  the  faid  Elizabeth 
to  John  Gold’s  heirs,  who  were  four  fifters^  Margaret,  Catherine,  Alice,  and  Anne. 
Margaret  the  eldeft  married  with  Richard  Martin,  efqj  fecond  fon  of  Sir  William 
Martin,  of  Athelhamftone  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  knt.  Catherine  the  fecond  mar- 
ried Mr.  Henry  Hofldns;  Alice  the  third  married  with  Mr.  John  Bale,  (whole  family 
lived  afterwards  at  Seaborough  near  one  hundred  years)  j and  Anne  the  youngell  filler 
married  with  William  Stretchley,  of  Devonfhire,  efq.  Catherine  furvived  herhulband, 
but  died  a widow  at  Seaborough  without  ilTue,  20  March  1586,  and  by  her  death  one 
fourth  part  of  Seaborough  reforted  to  the  three  furviving  fillers,  whofe  hulbands, 
Martin,  Bale,  and  Stretchley,  in  1589  divided  the  demefne  lands  in  Seaborough  by 
lot.  Mrs.  Strechley  furvived  her  hulband,  and  being  willing  to  part  with  that  pro- 
portion which  had  fallen  to  her  lliare,  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Bale  were  competitors 
for  itj  but  Mr.  Bale  prevailed,  and  by  the  purchafe  became  polTelTed  of  two  third 
parts  of  the  houfe  and  demefne  lands.  The  families  of  Martin  and  Bale  inhabited 
£ach  their  refpedcive  parts  of  the  dwelling  or  manfion -houfe.  But  they  were  too  near 
neighbours  to  continue  long  good  friends,  and  the  ways  to  each  other’s  grounds  became 
alfo  matter  of  contention.  Wherefore  Mr.  Hugh  Martin,  grandfon  of  Mr.  Richard 
Martin,  who  married  the  eldeft  filter  of  the  Golds,  pulled  down  his  third  part  of  the 
manfion,  and  carrying  off  the  materials,  built  the  houfe  in  Seaborough  in  1591,  in 
which  fome  of  the  Martins  have  dwelt  ever  fince  j and  foon  after  they  fettled  their 
ways  to  their  relpedlive  grounds.  The  two  third  parts  continued  in  the  family  of  Bale 
till  about  the  year  1682,  when  Mr.  James  Bale  fold  them  to  Sir  John  Strode,  of 
Parnham,  knt.  and  from  him  they  have  defcended  to  his  relation  Sir  William  Oglander, 
bart.  the  prefent  poffeffor.  The  third  part  of  the  manor  Mr.  Bale  fold  in  fee  to  the 
refpedlive  tenants,  and  the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Stretchley  did  the  like.  A.  D.  1586,  afurvey 
was  made  of  fuch  lands  as  the  Widow  Gold  died  poffeffed  of;  from  which  furvey  it 
appears  that  John  Wills  was  a freeholder  in  the  manor  of  Seaborough,  and  alfo  held 
lands  of  the  lord  thereof.  His  freehold  and  other  lands  have  ever  fince  been  in  the 
fame  family,  being  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  John  Wills,  D.  D.  warden  of  Wadham- 
college  in  Oxford.  There  were  other  free  tenants,  but  their  lands  have  been  all  fince 
purchafed  by  the  Martins,  and  the  property  of  the  parifli  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mrs, 
Martin,  Sir  Williarn  Oglander,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wills. 

At  fome  of  the  courts  held  by,  the  lords  of  this  manor  we  find  very  fingular  prefent- 
ments  and  orders  made.  3 Ric.  III.  two  women,  viz.  Ifabella,  the  wife  of  William 
Pery,  and  Alianore  Slade,  were  prefented  for  common  fcolds,  and  fined  in  one  penny 
each,  which  two-pence  were  the  whole  perquifites  of  the  court.  And  at  the  fame 
time  an  order  of  court  was  made  that  the  tenants  of  the  manor  fhould  not  fcold  their 
wives,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  their  tenements  and  cottages.  23  Hen.  VII.  an  order 
was  made  that  tenants’  wives  fhould  not  fcold,  under  the  penalty  of  a fix  and  eight- 
penny  fine,  half  to  go  to  the  repairs  of  the  chapel,  and  the  other  half  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor. 
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Northeaft  from  Seaborongh  Hands  Henley,  the  place  where  John  Gold  was  mur- 
dered by  Mr.  Weeks’s  labourers.  Its  name  fignifies  the  ancient  leigh  or  pafture,  from 
the  Britilh  word  Hen,  fignifying  old,  and  the  Saxon  Leaj,  a pafture  or  field.  It  was 
formerly  fo  confiderable  as  to  give  name  .to  an  eminent  family,  who  had  large  poflef- 
fions  in  this  cpunty,  Dorfet,  and  Devon,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  Azure,  a lion  rampant 
argent,  crowned  or,  within  a bordure  of  the  fecond,  charged  with  eight  torteaux.  Of 
this  family  Robert  Henley  was  ftieriff  of  the  county  in  1612.  His  grandfon  Robert 
Henly  was  created  a baronet  June  30,  1660.  The  title  is  now  extindt.  Of  this  family 
was  alfo  Anthony  Henley,  efq;  that  friend  and  ornament  to  mufick,  poetry,  and  jovial 
fociety,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  who  died  in  Auguft  1711. 

The  living  of  Seaborough  is  a redtory  in  the  deanery  of  Crewkerne;  the  patronage' 
is  in  the  family  of  Martin,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wills,  prefented  by  Adam  Martin,  efq; 
in  1779,  is  theprefent  incumbent. 

3 Hen.  V.  John  Golde  of  Seaborough  gave,  by  licence  from  the  King,  to  John 
Thredder,  parfon  of  the  church  of  Seaborough,  a certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  village, 
containing  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  fixty  feet  in  breadth,  for  the  building  a new 
church  there.*"  This  church  being  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fixteenth  century  found  too 
fmall'for  the  inhabitants,  an  additional  building  was  made  to  it  on  the  north  fide;  but 
A.  D.  1728,  the  old  part  of  the  church,  being  damaged  in  the  roof  and  walls,  and  this 
additional  building  being  found  defedlive  and  inconvenient,  a faculty  was  obtained  for 
pulling  down  that  part  thereof,  and  for  ereding  in  its  place  an  aile  twelve  feet  fqiiare, 
which  was  accordingly  donp,  and  the  church  was  new  roofed,  new  feated,  and  handfomely 
adorned. 

In  the  chancel  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone  v/ith  a white  marble  tablet,  whereon 

is  the  following  infcription; ‘‘  M.  S.  Adarni  Martin,  armig.  qui,  tanquam  femper 

moriturus,  vivens;  tanquam  femper  vifturus,  mortuus  eft,  die  15*"  Jan.  1738,  aetat.  66.’* 
On  the  top  of  this  monument  is  placed  a bull,  large  as  life,  in  a robe  gathered  clofe 
below  the  ftioulders,  and  a flowing  curled  periwig.  This  Adam  Martin  was  father 
of  the  late  Adam  Martin,  who  died  and  was  buried  at  Wootten  in  Warwickfhire 
in  1784. 

The  parfonage-houfe  was  built  by  the  prefent  redor;  on  the  fouth  front  is  the  fol- 
lowing infcription: “ Johannes  Wills,  S.  T.  P.  hujus  parochite  redor,  necnon 

Collegii  Wadhami  apud  Oxon.  Guardianus,  hanc  domum  fua  Impenfa  asdificandam 
curavit  A.  D.  MDCCLXXXIV.” 

' Inq.  ad  quod  damnum, 
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A PARISH  fituated  on  the  foutheaft  Hope  of  a rifing  ground  to  the  fouth  of 
Crewkerne,  and  a little  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike-road  leading  thence  to  Lyrue- 
Regis  in  Dorfetfhire.  It  confifts  of  two  tithings,  Wayford  and  Oathill.  The 
land  is  moftly  pafture  and  meadow. 

No  notice  is  taken  in  the  Conqueror’s  Survey  of  either  Wayford  or  Oathill,  both 
having  been  included  in  the  manor  of  Crewkerne.  The  manor  is  now  the  property 
of  J ohn  Bragg,  of  Thorncombe  in  the  county  of  Devon,  efq. 

The  living  is  redtorial,  and  in  the  deanery  of  Crewkerne j John  Pinney,  of  Broad- 
Windfor  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq^  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  John  Corpe  the 
prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  edifice,  confifting  of  a nave  leaded,  and  a chancel  and  porch 
tiled]  with  a wooden  turret  painted  white,  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  are  two  bells. 

In  the  chancel  are  two  mural  monuments  of  white,  black,  and  Sienna  marble, 
■containing  thefe  inferiptions : 

‘‘  Near  this  place  are  depofited  the  remains  of  Azariah  Pinney,  of  Bettifeombe  in 
the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq.  He  departed  this  life  May  21,  1760,  aged  53.  His  daily 
benefadtions  and  univerfal  benevolence  to  the  poor,  by  encouraging  honeft  induftry, 
will  be  a more  lafting  memorial  than  this  monument.” 

‘‘  In  memory  of  John  Frederick  Pinney,  of  Bettifeombe  in  the  county  of  Dorfet, 
efq;  who  reprefented  the  borough  ofBridportin  two  fucceftive  parliaments,  and  behaved 
with  the  freedom  and  dignity  of  a Britifh  fenator.  In  private  life  he  was  juft,  humane, 
and  generous ; of  much  humour  and  pleafantry  with  his  friends ; of  a flowing  courtefy 
to  all  men.  Firm  in  afflidtion,  he  for  years  bore  the  fevereft  pains  of  the  gout  with 
uncommon  fortitude ; and  relying  on  the  mercy  of  God,  died  with  the  hope  of  a 
chriftian  Nov.  ii,  1762,  aged  44.”  Arms:  Gu/eSj  three  crefeents,  each  griping  a 
croflet  fiche,  or.  ■ 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bragg  gave  in  1719  the  fum  of  fifty  fhiUings  a year  for  the  fchooling 
of  poor  children  within  this  parilh,  payable  yearly  to  the  minifter  and  churchwarden, 
out  of  the  profits  of  her  eftate  called  Afheombe,  by  the  tenant  or  occupiers  thereof. 

A charity  of  five  pounds  per  annum  was  given  to  fiich  of  the  poor  as  did  not  receive 
alms,  by  Daubeny  Turbeville,  M.  D.  by  deed  bearing  date  May  2,  1723. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parifh  are  ten,  the  burials  four.  This  difproportion  prin- 
cipally arifes  from  many  children  belonging  to  the  parifh  of  Crewkerne  being  baptized 
here,  and  none  buried  but  the  inhabitants. 
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HUNDRED  OF 

NORTH-CURRY 


IS  a long  narrow  tradt  of  land,  lying  between  the  hundreds  of  Abdick  and  Bullion 
on  the  fouth,  and  Andersfield  and  part  of  Somerton  on  the  north.  On  either 
fide  are  two  largo  moors,  called  Stanmoor  and  Well-Sedgmoor,  which  are  a dead 
flat,  extending  to  the  foot  of  that  ridge  of  hills,  which  runs  from  Curry-Rivel  weft- 
ward  to  Bickenhall.  The  weft,  northweft,  and  fouth  weft  parts  are  inclofed,  and 
interfperfed  with  cultivated  hills  and  fruitful  vallies.  It  contains  five  parilhes,  of  wliich 
the  principal  is  North-Curry,  whence  it  derives  its  name. 


NORTH-CURRY 

IS  a parilh  of  large  extent,  feven  miles  nearly  eaft  from  Taunton,  and  ten  fouth  from 
Bridgwater,  including  a town  of  its  name,  and  feveral  tithings  and  hamlets. 

The  principal  part  of  the  town  is  an  irregular  ftreet  near  the  church,  which  Hands  on 
an  elevated  fpot,  and  commands  from  its  tower  a finely  varied  profpedl  of  woody  in- 
clofures,  and  extenfive  level  moors,  Ikirted  with  a lofty  ridge  of  hiUs  to  the  eaft  and 
fouth.  Weft-Moor,  Curry-Moor,  and  Hay-Moor,  are  all  included  within  the  precindts  ^ 
of  the  parilh j and  the  inhabitants  have  a right  of  common  on  Weft-Sedgmoor,  Stan- 
moor, Warmoor,  and  Weft-Wall,  adjoining  to  the  Hie  of  Athelney,  where  the  com- 
monage is  unlimited  for  aU  forts  and  numbers  of  cattle  throughout  the  year. 

The  river  Tone  runs  through  this  parilh  under  a ftone  bridge  of  one  arch,  in  its 
way  to  Boroughbridge,  where  it  mingles  with  the  Parret. 

Here  was  formerly  a market  on  Wednefday^  long  fince  difcontinuedi  but  a fair  of 
antient  Handing  is  ftill  held  on  the  firft  of  Auguft. 

» Cart.  7 Joh.  n.  52. 
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This  place  was  of  veiy  confiderable  note  in  former  days,  and  not  unknown  to  the 
Romans.  In  July  1748,  on  ploughing  up  a field  in  which  an  old  hedge  had  flood, 
an  urn  was  found,  containing  a quantity  of  filver  coins  of  Gratian,  Valentinian,  Valens, 
Theodofius,  Honorius,  Conflantine,  Conflans,  Julian,  and  many  others.  When  the 
Romans  left  this  ifland,  it  became  the  property  of  the  Saxon  Kings,  and  when  William 
'the  Conqueror  came  to  the  crown,  he  himfelf  referved  it  in  demefne.  In  his  time  it 
had  the  following  defcription: 

‘‘  The  King  holds  Nortcuri.  Earl  Herald  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  twenty  hides.  The  arable  is  forty  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are 
“ five  hides,  and  there  are  five  carucates,  and  eighteen  fervants,  and  twenty-three  co- 
liberts,  and  one  hundred  villanes,  wanting  five,  and  fifteen  cottagers  with  thirty 
ploughs.  There  are  fixty  acres  of  meadow,  and  fifty  acres  of  wood.  Paflure  two 
miles  long,  and  one  mile  broad.  To  this  manor  belong  five  burgefles  in  Langporth, 
**  rendering  thirty-eight  pence,  and  eighteen  fervants,  and  four  fwineherds,  and  two 
cottagers.  The  whole  renders  twenty-four  pounds  of  white  money.  There  is  a 
filheiy,  but  it  does  not  belong  to  the  farm,  and  feven  acres  of  vineyard. 

“ The  church  of  this  manor  Bifhop  Maurice  holds,  with  three  hides  of  the  fame 
land.  He  has  there  feven  villanes,  and  eleven  cottagers,  and  two  fervants,  with  four 
ploughs,  and  eighteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  five  acres  of  paflure,  and  twelve  acres  of 
wood.  It  renders  fixty  fhillings. 

Of  the  fame  land  of  this  manor  Anfger  holds  one  hide  of  Earl  Morton.  It  is 
worth  twenty  fhillings.”'’ 

It  continued  in  the  crown  from  this  date  till  the  time  of  Richard  the  firfl,  who  In 
1189  gave  the  hundred,  manor,  and  advowfon  of  the  church  of  North-Curry,  with  the 
land  of  Hatch,  Wrantage,  and  all  jts  appertenances,  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  in 
Wells;”  and  in  the  year  1190,  Reginald,  then  bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  fettled  it  by 
licence  from  the  King  on  the  canons  of  that  church,  which  appointment  was  fully 
confirmed  by  King  John  in  the  firfl  year  of  his  reign.'*  The  dean  and  chapter  have 
ever  fince  held  this  manor. 

14  Hen,  II.  Robert,  provofl  of  North- Curry,  paid  the  fum  of  forty  fhillings  aid 
for  marrying  the  King’s  daughter.  The  refl  of  the  men  of  North-Curry  paid  fix 
pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  fourpence.” 

The  tlthings  and  hamlets  within  this  parifh  are.  Knap,  Lillisdon,  Wrantage, 
Hillend,  Newport,  and  Moordon,  The  firfl  of  thefe,  viz.  Knap,  was  granted 
by  Hameline  de  Godely,  35  Edw.  I.  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew  in  Wells,  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever.  The  faid  Hameline  held  it  of  Cecilia 
de  Beauchamp,  by  the  fervice  of  fixpence  per  annum,  and  doing  fuit  at  her  three 
weeks  court  at  D unden.  Cecily  held  it  of  the  abbot  of  Glaflonbury,  and  the  abbot 
q(  the  Ki.ng.^ 

Lib.  Domefday.  * Cart.  Antiq.  Wharton's  Anglia  Sacra,  Go’dwin  de  Praefulibus,  &c, 

^ Cart,  i Joh.  p,  i.  jn.  6.  n.  44,  ' Mag.  Rot.  14  Hen.  II.  ^ Inq.  ad  quod  damnum,  35  Edw.  I. 
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Lillisdon  was  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  the  land  of  Baldric  de  Nonington,  who  held 
it  of  the  King,  as  of  the  honour  of  the  caftle  of  Carifbrook  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight.^ 
3 Edw.  III.  John  Brodhome  granted  to  Richard  de  Stapledon  a moiety  of  the  manor 
of  Lillifdon  for  life.""  It  was  afterwards  poflefTed  by  the  Bonvilles,  Wykes  of  Ninehead, 
and  the  Beauchamps;  and  now  belongs  to  John  Collins,  of  Hatch-Bcauchamp,  efq; 
who  is  lord  alfo  of  Huntham  cum  Slough. 

Moordon,  or  Moordown,  is  the  property  of  Henry  William  Portman,  elq. 

Newport  was  anciently  diftinguilhed  as  a borough,  having  its  privileges  and  pecu- 
liar officers;  it  now  only  retains  the  name.  Neither  of  thefe  places  are  noticed  in  the 
Norman  Survey.  At  Knap,  Lillifdon,  Wrantage,  and  Newport,  were  formerly  chapels. 

There  is  alfo  a manor  here  belonging  to  Warwick  Colmady,  efq. 

A.  D.  1293,  the  temporalities  of  the  Chapter  of  Wells  in  North-Curry  were  valued 
at  forty-five  pounds,  and  thofe  of  the  abbot  of  Athelney  at  twenty-fix  fhillings  and 
eight-pence.* 

The  vicarage  was  rated  in  1 292  at  twenty  marks.''  It  lies  in  the  deanery  of  Taunton* 
Th^  Rev.  Canon  Wilfon  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  is  a large  Gothick  ftruc- 
ture,  built  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  two  fide  ailes,  and  a 
tranfept.  Over  the  interfeftion  of  the  tranfept  with  the  nave  ftands  an  hexagonal 
embatttled  tower,  containing  a clock  and  five  bells. 

At  the  fouth  end  of  the  tranfept  lie  two  effigies  in  ftone  of  a man  and  woman,  but 
without  any  memorial. 

On  a brafs  plate  in  the  floor; “ Heere  lyethe  the  bodye  of  John  Bullor  the 

younger,  of  Lillefdon,  efquier,  who  was  buried  the  29th  of  Februarie  1598.” 

In  the  floor  of  a pew  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  fame  family,  is  another  brafs, 

infcribed, “ Here  lyethe  the  bodye  of  Elizabethe  Bullor,  late  the  wife  of  John 

Bullor  the  yonger,  of  Lillifdon,  efquier,  who  dec^fed  the  29th  of  Januarie  1587.” 

The  fecond  poor  receive  the  intereft  of  forty  pounds,  being  the  remains  of  a much 
larger  donation,  now  loft.  ■ . 

® Efc.  *'  Cart.  Antiq.  , * Taxat.  Temporal.  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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So  called  on  account' of  its  weftei  ly  fituation  from  Hatch-Beauchamp  in  the  hundred 
of  Abdick  and  Bulftone,  is  a fmall  parifh  containing  forty-five  houfes,  moft  of 
which  are  fmall  farms  and  cottages.  The  country  is  rather  flat  and  woody j the  chief 
v/ood  oak  and  elm,  of  which  there  is  a large  coppice,  confifting  of  ten  acres.  The 
only  common  land  is  Shutwood-Green^  containing  five  acres  j and  Stolefs-GreeUi  con- 
taining twenty  acres. 

The  manor  is  included  in  the  grant  of  King  Richard  the  firfl;  to  the  church  of 
Wells,  and  now  belongs  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter.  The  following  ancient  cuftom  is 
Bill  obferved  here.  The  reeve,  or  bailiff  to  the  manor,  provides  at  the  lord’s  expence 
a feafl;  on  Chriftmas-Dayj  and  difl:ributes  to  each  houfholder  a loaf  of  bread,  a pound 
and  a half  of  beef,  and  the  like  quantity  of  pork,  undreffedj  and  the  fame  evening 
treats  them  with  a fupper. 

The  living  is  appendant  to  North-Curry,  not  mentioned  in  the  taxations,  or  other 
fimilar  records.  The  church  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  porch  tiled,  and  a large 
old  tower,  forty-one  feet  high,  with  three  bells. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  nave  is  this  infcription: In  memory  of  John  Knowles, 

gent,  who  departed  this  life  the  1 6th  day  of  June  17245  and  in  his  lafl:  will  gave  five 
pounds,  to  be  left  in  the  churchwardens’  hands  for  ever,  and  the  mtereft  of  the  fame 
to  be  given  to  the  fecond  poor  in  bread  on  Chriftmas-Day.” 


EB 


STOKE-GREGORY. 

This  vUl,  denominated  from  the  dedication  of  its  church,  is  fituated  in  the  moors 
weftward  from  North-Curry,  being  almoft  furroimded  by  Stanmoor  on  the  north, 
Weft-Sedgmoor  on  the  fouth,  and  North-Curry-Moor  and  Hay-Moor  on  the  weft. 
On  all  thefe  moors  the  tenants  have  a right  of  common.  For  driving  the  moors  a 
reeve  is  appointed  annually. 

This  parilh  contains  the  following  hamlets: 

I.  Mare-Green,  one  mile  northweft. 

2.  Woodhill-Green,  bordering  on  Weft-Sedgmoor. 

3.  CuRRYLODE  (cortuptly  called  Curlwood-Green)  adjoining  Stanmoor, 

4.  Moorlands, 

5,  Warmoor. 

64  Staeth,  on  the  river  Parret, 


None 
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None  of  thefe  places  occur  in  the  Norman  Survey,  they  having  in  early  times  been 
members  of  fome  adjoining  manors,  or  perhaps  depopulated  by  hoftile  depredations. 
The  abbot  of  Athelney  had  polfelTions  in  Currylode  foon  after  the  Conqueft,  as  alfo 
in  Staeth,  together  with  free  commonage  in  Stathmoor,  Stanmoor,  Haymoor,  and 
Currymoor.^  7 Edw.  VI.  the  demefnes  and  manor  of  Currylode  were  held  by  Thomas 
Reve  and  George  Cotton,  and  by  them  alienated  to  Valentine  Brown.'* 

Moorlands  belonged  to  the  family  of  Tilly,  and  thence  palfed  to  the  houfe  of 
Perceval.'" 

The  manor  of  Staeth  was  part  of  the  barony  of  the  ancient  Barons  de  Moels.** 

The  manor  ofStoke-Gregory  is  parcel  of  the  poffeflions  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Wells,  who  are  alfo  patrons  of  the  benefice,  which  is  appendant  to  North-Curry. 

The  church  is  built  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  and  has  at  the  weft  end  an  odtangular 
tower  with  a low  fpire,  and  five  bells. 

In  the  fouth  tranfept  are  two  monuments  of  ftone,  infcribed. 

Here  under  lyeth  the  body  of  Edward  Court,  of  Lillifdon  in  this  county,  efq. 
He  departed  this  life  Oft.  26,  1682.”  With  feveral  of  his  family. 

“ Here  lieth  the  body  of  Alexander  Court,  of  the  parifti  of  North-Curry  in  this 
county,  gent,  youngeft  brother  of  the  abovefaid  Edward  Court,  fen.  efq;  who  died 
Aug.  10,  1705.  Alfo  the  body  of  Margaret  Court,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  faid 
Edward  Court,  fen.  who  died  at  the  city  of  Bath,  July  21,  1710.” 

* Regift,  de  Athelney,  MS.  ’’  Ter.  Sydenham.  ' Efc.  " Lib.  Feod. 


THORN  -'FALCON, 

Anciently  THORN-FAGON,  or  THORN-PARVA, 

IS  a fmall  parifti  four  miles  eaftward  from  Taunton,  and  in  the  road  from  that  town 
to  Salifbury.  It  is  called  in  Domefday-Book  ’Tornet  being  the  property  of  Robert 
earl  of  Morton: 

“ Anfger  holds  of  the  Earl,  Torne.  Algar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
gelded  for  fix  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates, 
“ and  three  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There 
**  are  eight  acres  of  meadow,  and  two  acres  of  coppice- wood.  It  was  and  is  worth 
“ three  pounds,”* 

* Lib,  Domefday. 
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THORN-FAL  CON.  [I^Ortfj^Cucr^, 

This  place  had  for  a long  fpace  of  time  owners  of  its  name,  who  held  the  manor 
under  the  caftle  of  Dunller,  and  did  fervice  to  that  court.  i4Edw.  1.  William  de 
Thorn  is  certified  to  hold  two  fmall  fees  in.  Thorn-Fagon  of  John  de  Mohun,  lord 
of  Dunller.'’  After  him  feveral  other  Williams  held  the  fame.  44  Edw.  III.  Richard 
de  A6lon  was  lord  of  this  place."  11  Ric.  II,  Roger  de  Mortimer,  earl  of  March, 
held  one  knight’s  fee  here,  as  of  the  honour  of  Merlhwood.  5 Hen.  V.  Sir  Thomas 
Brook  polfelTed  this  manor,  and  from  him  it  defcended  to  the  Chedders  and  the 
Capels.  It  afterwards  came  into  the  pofleffion  of  the  family  of  Burridge,  of  Lyme  in 
Dorfetlhire,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Butler  Batten,  of  Yeovil, 
the  prefent  polTeflbr.  _ » 

The  reftory  of  Thorn-Falcon  was  rated  in  1292  at  ten  marks.”*  The  lords  of  the 
manor  have  always  been  patrons;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newcomen  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  of  one  pace,  having  a tower  at  the  well  end  whifh  contains  three  bells. 

In  the  chancel  is  a memorial  to  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Jouxton,  reflor  of  this  parilh 
twenty-four  years,  who  died  Sept.  27,  1739,  aged  72. 

Lib.  Feod.  * Efc.  ^ Taxat.  SpirltualT 


THURLBEER,  or  THURLBURY. 

This  parilh  lies  on  the  borders  of  the  hundred  of  Taunton-Dean,  in  a woody 
country  agreeably  diverfified  with  fmall  hills  and  vallies.  Its  ancient  name  was 
^orlaberki  and  it  is  fo  called  in  the  Norman  Survey. 

“ Drogo  holds  of  the  Earl  [Morton]  Torlaberie.  Ulviet  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  nine  carucates.  In  de- 
mefne  are  two  carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  twenty- one  villanes,  with  feven 
ploughs.  There  are  fifteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  wood.  It  was 
“ and  is  worth  fix  pounds.”* 

This  Drogo,  or  Dru,  was  furnamed  de  Montacute,  and  was  progenitor  of  the  Barons 
Montacute,  and  the  Earls  of  Sarum,  of  whom  we  Ihall  fpeak  hereafter.  In  this  family 
the  manor  of  Thurlbeer  long  continued,  and  ii  Edw.  II.  William  de  Montacute, 
eldell  Ion  of  Simon  lord  Montacute,  procured  from  the  King  a charter  of  free  warren 
in  all  his  demefne  lands  within  this  parilh.*’  9 Hen.  VI.  Cecilia  the  wife  of  Sir 
William  Cheyne,  knt.  pofiefled  this  manor,  and  held  it  of  the  King  in  capite  by  the 
fervice  of  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee.  It  was  alfo  fome  time  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  Bonville  family,  i and  2 PhU.  and  Mary,  the  manor  and  demefne  lands  here  were 

* Lib.  Domefday.  Cart,  n Edw,  II.  n.  65. 
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granted  to  William  lord  Howard,  of  Effingham,  who  the  following  year  fold  the  fame 
to  Sir  William  Portman,  knt.  whofe  defeendant,  Henry  William  Portman,  efq;  is  the 
prefent  owner. 

Here  is  a fmall  hamlet,  called  Greenway. 

The  church  was  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks.'  It  was  heretofore  a chapel  to  St. 
Mary  Magdalen’s  in  Tauntonj  but  Sir  William  Portman  reftored  the  tithes,  and  it  is 
now  (with  Stoke-Saint-Mary  annexed)  a redlory,  whereof  the  lord  of  the  manor  is 
patron,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Ruflell  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  porch,  tiled,  with  a clumfy  embattled 
tower  at  the  weft  end,  containing  four  bells.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas. 

® Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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THEHUNDREDOF 

F R O M E. 

This  hundred  lies  on  the  eaftern  verge  of  the  county,  having  that  of  Wellow 
on  the  north;  Kilmerfdon,  with  the  liberties  of  Hill-houfe,  Mells,  and  Leigh, 
on  the  weft;  and  the  hundreds  of  Brewton  and  Norton-Ferris  on  the  fouth.  It  con- 
tains one  market- town,  and  feventeen  parifties.  The  country  is  finely  diverfified  with 
hills  and  dales,  and  in  many  parts  truly  romantick. 

This  hundred  was  formerly  held  in  ferjeanty  by  the  family  of  Braunch,  and  others.* 

In  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  it  confifted  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
hides,** 

From  the  third  penny  of  Frome,  William  de  Moion,  then  ftieriff,  paid  the  crown 
five  Ihillings.' 

* Efc.  •’  Exeter  Domefday,  ' Ibid. 
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IS  a large  populous  market-town,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  northeaft  declivity  of  a 
hill  in  the  foreft  of  Selwood,  whence  it  has  frequently  that  appendage  to  its 
name.  Its  fimple  appellation  arofe  from  the  river  Frome,*  (in  Saxon  Fpom)  which 
paflek”  through  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  under  a ftone  bridge  of  five  arches,  befides 
which  it  has  over  it  three  other  bridges  within  this  parifh,  called  Wall-bridge,  Blatch- 
bridge,  and  Bradford’s-bridge.  The  market  is  on  Wednefdays,  and  four  fairs  are 
annually  held;  but  only  two  of  any  account,  which  are  on  the  feafts  of  St.  Matthias 
and  St.  Catherine.  This  town  contains  thirty-eight  ftreets,  thirteen  lanes,  and  twelve 
courts,  bartons,  &c.  Moft  of  the  ftreets  are  narrow  and  irregular,  without  paving, 
except  fome  narrow  foot-ways  on  one  fide  of  rough  ftone,  with  which  the  houfes  are 
chiefly  conftrudled.  It  has  long  been  famous  for  the  manufafture  of  woollen  cloth, 

’ This  river  has  its  fource  ubout  five  miles  foutheafi  from  the  town,  at  Yarnfield-Common,  bordering  on 
on  the  county  of  Wilts. 
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^hicK  of  late  (it  is  faid)  has  been  rather  declining  than  increafing.  But  from  an  ac- 
curate infpeclion  lately  made,  it  appears  that  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  yards  are 
annually  made,  of  which  four-fifths  are  broad-cloths,  and  the  reft  narrow-cloths  and 
^eafTimeres.  In  tlie  above  manufadure,  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  packs  of 
woo),  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  weight  each,  are  employed. 

From  a late  furvey  the  town  was  found  to  contain  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  families,  and  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-two  inhabitants;  fevert 
hamlets  within  the  parifh  contain  fixty-fix  families,  and  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
inhabitants;  and  two  hundred  and  feventy  detached  houfes,  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  forty-eiglit  inhabitants: — in  all,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-four 
families,  and  eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and  five  inhabitants.  The  hamlets  arc 
as  follow: 

Tytherington,  two  miles  and  a quarter  fouth. 

Roddenbury-Hill,  three  miles  foutheaft. 

Friggle-Street,  three  nearly  eaft. 

Little-Keyford,  one  fouthweft. 

Egg  FORD,  one  mile  and  a quarter  weft. 

Oldford,  one  mile  and  a half  north. 

Clink,  one  mile  northeaft. 

The  parifh  is  divided  into  three  tithings,  viz.  the  Town  tithing,  the  Weft-Woodlands, 
and  the  Eaft- Woodlands.  The  principal  peace-officers  are  two  conftables  and  a tithing- 
man  for  the  town  tithing,  annually  chofen  at  the  court-leet  of  the  Earl  of  Cork  and 
Orrery;  a conftable  and  tirhingman  for  the  Weft- Woodlands,  chofen  at  the  court-leet 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth;  and  a tithingman  for  the  Eaft-Woodlands,  chofen  at 
the  hundred  court  of  Frome. 

The  firft  account  we  have  of  Frome  commences  with  the  reign  of  Ina,  king  of  the 
Weft-Saxons,  whofe  kinfman  Aldhelm,  monk  of  Malmfbury,  and  afterwards  biflaop  of 
Sherborne,  founded  here  a monaftery  to  the  honour  of  St.  John  Baptift  about  A.  D. 
705.  The  monks  that  compofed  this  fociety  were  obliged  to  difperfe  on  account  of 
the  perfecutions  of  the  Danes  during  their  inroads  into  thefe  parts,  and  they  never  feem 
afterwards  to  have  been  reafTembled;  but  the  church  exifted  fo  late  as  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen,  as  we  learn  from  William  of  Malmfbury,  who  tells  us,  that  in  his  days 
it  was  ftiil  {landing,  and  by  its  durability  had  defeated  the  fliock  of  ages.**  There  are 
fome  yeftiges  of  this  old  building  ftiil  remaining  in  that  part  of  the  town  which  is  called 
Lower-Key  ford,  and  are  now  converted  into  fmall  tenements  for  poor  families.  At  the 
interfedlion  of  two  ftreets  near  thefe  remains  flood  an  ancient  odagonal  crofs,  on  a 
fquare  pedeftal,  which  being  ruinous,  was  lately  taken  down. 

In  apart  of  the  town  called  Hill-Lane,  once  flood  an  old  building,  by  tradition  a 
priory,  of  v/hich  there  nov/  remains  but  a fmall  part,  which  is  converted  into  a cellar 
>vithin  a houfe  built  by  Mr.  Bull,  and  ftiil  in  the  pofTeffion  of  that  family.  And  on  the 

‘ Wilhelmi  Maimflj.  de  Vita  Aldhelmi,  in  Angl.  Sacra,  tom.  ii.  p.  8. 
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top  of  a ftreet  called  Catherin e-hill,  was  a fmall  cell  of  nuns,  dedicated  to  that  Saint, 
the  chapel  whereof,  which  was  of  confiderable  capacity,  is  now  converted  into  feveral 
tenements. 

The  Norman  Survey  furnilhes  us  with  the  following  memorial  concerning  this 
ancient  place; 

“ The  King  holds  Frome.  King  Edward  held  it.  It  never  was  affelTed,  nor  is  it 
known  how  many  hides  there  are.  The  arable  is  fifty  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
‘‘  three  carucates,  and  fix  coliberts,  and  thirty-one  villanes,  and  thirty-fix  cottagers,  with 
“ forty  ploughs.  There  are  three  mills  rendering  twenty-five  fhillings,  and  a market 
“ rendering  forty-fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence.  There  are  thirty  acres  of  meadow, 
and  fifty  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  one  mile  long,  and  as  much  broad.  It  renders 
fifty-three  pounds  and  five-pence,  every  ore  being  of  the  value  of  twenty  pence. 

“ Of  this  manor  the  church  of  St.  John  of  Frome  holds  eight  carucates  of  land,  and 
alfo  held  the  fame  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  Reinbald  is  prieft  there.”' 

In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  the  greateft  part  of  Frome  was  in  the  poffeflion  of  the 
family  of  Fitz-Bernard,'*  of  whom  were  Hameline,  William,  and  Richard,  which  laft 
held  his  property  of  Dru  de  Montacute.'  He  had  a fon  called  Ralph  Fitz-Bernard, 
who  by  Alianor  his  wife  was  father  of  Joan  his  foie  daughter  and  heir.  This  Joan, 
about  the  time  of  King  John,  married  with  William  Branch,  or  Braunche,  (as  he  is 
fometimes  written)  who  in  her  right  became  pofiTeifed  of  the  hundred,  manor,  and 
town  of  Frome,  with  other  property  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties ; and  23 
Hen.  III.  paid  one  hundred  fhillings  for  his  relief  of  the  lands  of  his  wife’s  inheritance.^ 
This  William  bore  on  his  feal  a fleur  de  lis,  furmounted  with  a file  of  three  points.^ 
He  died  8 Edw.  I.'’  and  was  fucceeded  by  Nicholas  Braunche,  who  with  Roberga  his 
wife  held  the  manors  of  Frome  and  la  Valice^  with  the  hundred  of  Frome,  by  the  fervice 
of  one  knight’s  fee,  7 Edw.  II.  Sir  Andrew  Braunche,  fon  and  heir  of  Nicholas,  19 
Edw.  III.  granted  two  mills  in  Frome,  and  the  bailiwick  of  the  bedelary  of  the  hundred 
of  Frome,  to  Robert  Adymot  for  life,  which  mills  and  bailiwick  were  certified  to  be 
held  of  the  King  as  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Frome-Braunche.*  He  died  23  Edw.  III. 
leaving  iffue  Thomas  his  fon  and  heiti  but  he  dying  in  his  minority,  the  manor  became 
the  property  of  Richard  Winflade,  who  had  married  Alianor  fifter  of  the  faid  Andrew 
Braunche,  and  who  held  at  his  death  feven  meffuages,  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  acres 
of  arable  land,  eighteen  acres  of  meadow,  eighty  acres  of  pafture,  fifty-one  acres  of  wood, 
fixteen  fhillings  rent,  and  the  third  part  of  a mill  with  appertenances  in  Frome,  Radden, 
and  Marfton-Bigot.^  To  Richard  Winflade  fucceeded  Stephen  his  fon  and  heir,  who 
granted  the  manor  of  Frome- Valleyfe  to  John  Payne,  of  London,  armourer,  for  life, 
and  died  6 Hen.  IV.  feized  of  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Frome,  leaving  Elizabeth  the 
wife  of  Edmund  Leveifege  his  daughter  and  heir.*  Which  Edmund  Leverfege  bore 
for  his  arms  a chevron  between  three  dolphins."’  Robert  Leverfege,  4 Edw.  IV.  died 
feized  of  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Frome,  and  had  for  his  fucceffor  William  his  fon 

' Lib.  Doinefday.  Cart.  Antiq.  ® Lib.  nig.  Scac.  i.  94.  ^ Rot,  Pip.  23  Hen.  III. 

® Seals  from  ancient  deeds.  ? Efc.  i C^art.  Antiq.  Efc.  ‘ Ibid.  From  old  deeds. 
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and  heir."  By  an  inqiiifition  taken  at  Selwood,  23  Od.  i Hen.  VIII.  it  was  found 
that  Edward  Leverfege  died  7 Sept.  24  Hen.  VII.  feized  of  the  manor  and  hundred  of 
Frome,  and  the  manor  of  Bromham  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  leaving  by  Eleanor  his 
wife  one  fon,  Robert  Pofthumus  Leverfege,  who  fucceeded  him,  and  two  daughters, 
Anne  and  Margaret.®  Eleanor  his  wife  furvived  him,  and  married  to  her  fecond 
hufband  Sir  Elenry  Long,  knt.  At  her  death  35  Hen.  VIII.  fhe  held  this  manor  and 
hundred,  and  the  advowfon  of  two  chantries  in  the  church  of  FromiC.'*  Robert,  fon 
and  heir  of  the  faid  Eleanor,  by  Edward  Leverfege  her  former  hufband,  fucceeded  to 
the  lands,  and  died  feized  thereof  29  Aug.  3 Edw.  VI.  leaving  illlie  William  his  Ion 
and  heir.  In  the  inquifition  taken  after  his  deceafe,  it  was  found  that  the  lands  were 
extended,  and  in  extent  for  five  hundred  marks  not  yet  fatisfied.’  William  Leverfege, 
fon  and  heir  of  Robert,  lived  at  V allis-houfe  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  from 
him  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Frome  defcended  to  Edmund  Leverfege,  efq;  who 
3 Jac.  I.  fold  part  thereof,  being  the  manor  of  Eaft-Woodlands,  together  with  all  his 
lands  in  Eaft -Woodlands,  Weft-Woodlands,  Wall-Marlh,  Clink,  and  in  the  foreft  of 
Selwood,  to  Sir  Thomas  V a vafour,  knt.  who  in  the  8 th  year  of  that  reign  fold  the 
fame  to  Sir  Thomas  Thynne,  knt.  From  Sir  Thomas  thefe  polfeffions,  with  many 
others,  defcended  to  his  fon  and  heir  Sir.  Henry  Fredei?ick  Thynne,  created  a baronet 
17  Car.  I.  Whofe  eldeft  fon  Sir  Thomas  was  created  baron  Thynne  of  Warminfter, 
and  Vifcount  Weymouth,  34  Cat.  II.  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  coufin  Thomas  Thynne, 
father  of  Thomas  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  the  prefent  poflefibr.  His  Lordfliip’s 
arms  are,  Barry  of  ten,  or  and  fable. 

But  the  other  parts  of  the  Leverfedge  eftates  in  Frome,  confifting  of  the 'manors  of 
Frome-Branch  and  Vallis,  and  the  hundred  of  Frome,  continued  in  that  family  till  the 
year  1706,  when  Roger  Leverfedge,  who  was  the  laft  of  the  male  line,  devifed  them  fo 
Lionel  Seam.an,  efq;  who  had  married  Frances  his  only  daughter.  Mr.  Seaman  at  his 
death  devifed  the  fame  to  his  relation  the  Rev.  Lionel  Seaman,  D.  D.  vicar  of  this 
parifh,  who  in  1751  fold  them  to  John  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery;  from  whom  they 
defcended  to  Hamilton  his  fon,  who  dying  without  ifilie  in  1764,  they  pafled  to 
Edmund  his  half  brother,  the  prefent  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery,  whofe  arms  are.  Party 
per  bend,  crenelle,  argent  and  gules.  ' 

Vallis-house,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Leverfedges,  is  fituated  about  a mile  weft- 
ward  from  the  town,  and  is  converted  into  a farm-houfe.  It  is  called  in  the  old 
records,  Falois,  Faleis,  Valeis^  la  Valaije,  and  la  Valice,  all  which  are  a corruption  of 
la  Falaize^  an  old  French  word  fignifying  a bank  or  (loping  hill.  Very  near  the  houfe 
there  is  a delightful  romantick  vale,  called  Vallis-bottom,  deep,  narrow,  and  winding 
in  a ferpentine  direction  through  the  parifh  of  Elm  to  Mells.  The  fides  are  deep,  and 
full  of  craggy  projedling  rocks,  intermixed  with  trees  and  coppice-wood. 

The  manor  of  West-Woodlands  was  parcel  of  the  ancient  poftefTions  of  the  abbey 
of  Cirencefter  in  Gloucefterfhire ; and,  after  the  dilTolution  of  that  houfe,  was,  together 
with  the  advowfon,  prefentation,  donation,  free  difpofition,  and  right  of  patronage  of 


^ Inq.  poll  Mort. 
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the  vicarage  of  the  church  ofFrome,  parcel  alfo  of  the  faid  monaftery,  granted  by 
Ja^es  I.  by  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Thynne,  of  Longleat. 

Within  the  laft-mentioned  manor  was  another  fmall  manor  called  Langley,  or  St. 
Algars,  from  a chapel  formerly  there  dedicated  to  that  faint,  wherein  his  bones  were 
buried,  and  of  late  tymes  (fays  Leland')  fuperftitiufly  foute  of  the  folifch  com- 
“ mune  people.”  This  manor  is  now  confolidated  with  the  Weft- Woodlands. 

The  manor  ofKEYFORo,  or  Cayford,  is  alfo  within  this  parifti,  and  is  taken  notice 
of  in  the  Conqueror’s  furvey: 

“ Norman  holds  of  Turftin  [Fitz-Rolf]  Chaivert.  Leuedai  held  it  in  the  time 

of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  half  a hide.  The  arable  is  half  a carucate,  which  is 
“ in  demefne,  with  four  cottagers.  There  are  four  acres  of  meadow,  and  four  acres  of 
“ pafture.  It  is  worth  feven  ftiillings.’” 

In  the  time  of  Edward  I.  this  village  was  the  pofleflion  of  William  Polaynf  but 
afterwards  became  the  property  of  the  ancient  family  of  Twyniho,  who  had  their 
names  from  Twinhoe  or  Twiney  in  this  county,,  where  they  had  eftates.  Of  this  fa- 
mily, who  bore  for  their  arms,  a chevron  between  three  lapwings  Jahle^  there  were 
feveral  branches,  feated  at  Steeple- Aftiton  in  Wiltfhire,  Shipton  and  Cirencefter  in 
Gloucefterfhire,  and  Turnworth  in  Dorfetftiire.  They  refided  at  Cayford  fo  early 
as  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  and  held  that  manor  of  the  lords  of  Erome.  The  follov/ing 
curious  petition  in  parliament  will  fhew  how  one  of  them  was  ferved  in  the  time  of 
Edward  IV. 

“To  the  right  wyfe  and  difcrete  Communes  in  thisprefent  Parliament  aftembled: 

“ Lamentably  in  moft  pituoufe  and  humblewife,  complayneth  and  fhewith  unto  your  grete 
wifJotnes  Roger  Twynyho,  coufyn  and  heire  of  Anicerette,  late  the  wiff  of  Wiliam  Twynyho,  of 
Cayforde  in  the  counte  of  Somerfet,  Squyer ; that  is  to  fay,  fon  of  John,  fon  of  the  feid  Wiliam  and 
Ankarette.  That  where  the  faid  Ankarette,  the  Saturday  the  xiithe  day  of  the  moneth  of  Apryll, 
in  the  XVIIth  yere  of  the  reigne  of  our  moft  dredde  Sovereigne  Lorde  the  Kyng  that  now  ys,  was 
in  her  manoyr  at  Cayforde  afforefeid,  in  Godd’s  peafe  and  our  faid  Sovereigne  Lord’s,  one  Richard 
Hyde,  late  of  VV arwyk  in  the  counte  of  Warwyk  Gentleman,  and  Roger  Strugge,  late  of  Beke- 
hampton  in  the  counte  of  Somerfet,  Towker,  accompayned  with  diverfe  riotoufe  and  myfgoverned 
perfones,  in  maner  of  werre  and  infurreftion,  arraied  and  afiembled  to  the  nombre  of  XXIIII  per- 
fones  and  moo,  by  the  commaundement  of  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  of  his  fubtile  conjefted 
ymaginations,  withoute  groonde  or  mater,  ayenft  all  right,  trouth,  and  confcience,  entendyng  the 
utter  diftrudlion  and  deth  of  the  faid  Ankarette,  came  to  Cayforde  afforefeid,  aboute  II  of  the  clokke 
after  none,  the  day  and  yere  abovefeid;  and  then  and  there  with  grete  fury  and  wodeneffe,  ayenft 
the  Kyng’s  peafe,  the  houfe  of  the  feid  Ankarette  with  force  bracke  and  entered,  and  the  fame 
Ankarette  (beyng  of  good.e  name  and  fame)  then  and  ther  toke  and  emprifoned,  withoute  writte, 
warraunt,  or  any  other  laufull  audorite;  and  immediatly  fro  thens  the  feid  Ankarette  fo  in  prefon, 
the  fame  day  with  grete  violence  caryed  and  conveyed  unto  the  cite  of  Bathe  in  the  fame  counte, 
without  abode,  not  fufferyng  her  to  tary  in  her  owne, houfe  to  take  eny  convenient  eafe,  nor  fo  that 
eny  of  her  fervauntes  mought  accompany  her,  and  in  femblable  dureffe  her  caried  and  conveyed 
from  Bathe  biforefeid,  the  Sunday  then  next  folouying,  to  the  tdwne  of  Circeter  in  the  fhire  of 

*■  Itin.  vii.  ic6.  ’ Lib.  Domefday,  ‘ Peramb.  Forefta:  de  Selwode. 
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Glouceter,  and  from  thens  in  like  wife  conveid  her  to  the  towne  of  Warrewyk  in  the  counte  of 
Warrewyk,  and  theder  broughte  her  the  Monday  then  nextfolowyng  aboute  VIII  of  ihe  clokke  at 
afternone,  which  towne  ofWarrewyk  is  in  diilance  from  thefeid  manoyr  of  Cayforde  LXX  miles. 
And  the  feid  riotoufe  perfones,  by  the  commaundement  of  the  faid  Duke,  immediately  then  ther 
toke  fro  the  feid  Ankarette  all  fuch  jewelx,  money,  godes,  and  catelx,  as  fhe  there  hadd;  and  alfo 
then  and  ther,  in  the  faid  Duke’s  behalf,  as  though  he  had  ufed  a kyng’s  power,  commaunded  and 
flreitely  charged  Thomas  Delalynde,  Squyer,  and  Edith  his  wifF,  doughter  of  the  feid  Ankarctfe, 
and  other  their  fervauntes,  which  folowed  the  feid  Ankarette  to  have  attended  upon  her,  to  avoyde 
from  the  faid  towne  of  Warwyk,  appon  payne  of  deth,  and  to  logge  them  at  Stratforde  apoi)  Avyn 
that  nyght,  which  is  VI  mile  fro  thens;  by  force  of  which  commaundement,  and  for  fere  of  deih, 
the  feid  Thomas  Pelalynde  and  Edith  his  wifF,  and  ther  feid  other  fervauntes,  then  departed  from 
thens,  withoute  abode  or  taryeng,  not  fulFred  to  fpeke  with  the. feid  Ankarette,  and  fo  left  her  alone; 
and  the  feid  Duke  the  fame  Ankarette  in  fuch  prifon  and  durefle  wrongfully  there  kept  unto  the 
houre  of  IX  before  none,  the  T uefday  the  next  raorrowe  then  folouyng,  that  is  to  wite,  the  T uefday 
next  after  the  clofyng  of  Pafche;  and  then  with  like  force  and  violence  cauFid  the  faid  Ankarette  to 
be  broughte  to  the  Gyldhale  at  Warrewyk  befdrefeid,  bifore  diverfe  of  the  Kyngs  Juftices  of  the 
peafe  of  the  feid  counte  ofWarrewyk,  ther  then  fittyng  in  the  Kyngs  generall  celFions  of  peafe  in  the 
fame  counte;  and  then  and  ther  the  feid  Duke,  in  accompliihyng  of  his  feid  fubtile  conjedled  yma- 
ginations,  untruly  and  ungoodly,  ayenft  all  trcuth  and  confcience,  labored  and  caufid  her  to  be 
endited  by  the  name  of  Ankarette  Twynneowe,  late  of  Warrewyk  in  the  counte  of  Warr’  wydowe, 
of  fic  that  the  feid  Ankarette,  late  fervaunt  of  George  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Ifabell  his  wifF,  malici- 
ouflyand  dampnably  entendyng  the  diftrudlion  and  deth  of  thefeid  Ifabell,  at  Warrewyk  biforefeid, 
the  Xth  day  of  Odiobre,  the  yere  of  the  reigne  of  oure  feid  Soveraigne  Lorde  the  XVIth,  falfly, 
traiteroufly,  and  felonefly,  yave  unto  the  feid  Ifabell  a venymoufe  drynke  of  ale  myxt  with  poyfon 
to  drynke,  to  poyfon  and  flee  the  feid  Ifabell,  of  the  which  drynke  the  feid  Ifabell  fekenyd  fro  the  feid 
Xth  daye  of  Odlobre,  unto  the  Sonday  next  before  the  feft  of  the  Natyvite  of  oure  Lorde  then 
next  folowyng,  which  Sonday  fhe  then  and  ther  therof  dyed ; and  fo  the  feid  Ankarette  the  fame 
Ifabell  the  feid  Sonday  ther  falfly,  trateroufly,  and  felonoufly  flewe.  And  incontinent  the  fame  day, 
the  feid  Juftices  therof  arraned  and  put  to  anfwere  the  feid  Ankarette;  wherappon  fhe  pleded  that 
fhe  was  not  therof  gylty,  and  therappon  by  procefFemade  by  the  feid  Juftices  the  fame  daye,  ajurre 
appered,  and  founde  the  feid  Ankarette  gylty  of  the  mater  conteynid  in  the  feid  inditement,  and 
therappon  it  was  confidered  and  demed  by  the  feid  Juftices,  that  the  feid  Ankarette  fhulde  be  ladde 
from  the  barre  ther,  unto  the  Kyngs  gaole  of  Warrewyk  biforefeid,  and  from  that  gaole  fhulde  be 
drawe  thorowe  the  mydds  of  the  feid  towne  of  Warrewyk,  unto  the  galowes  of  Myton,  and  ther 
appon  the  feid  galowes  to  be  hanged  untill  fhe  wer  dede ; and  commaunded  the  fhiref  of  the  feid 
fhire  ther  then  beyng,  to  do  therof  execution,  and  fo  he  did:  which  enditement,  triell,  and  judg-. 
ment,  were  hadde,  done,  and  youven,  within  thre  houres  of  the  feid  Tuefday,  the  fame  Juftices 
contynually  in  the  fame  ceffion  then  ther  fittyng,  none  adjournement  of  the  feid  cefTions  for  that  tyme 
hadde;  a copie  of  alle  which  recorde  is  herto  annexid.  Which  jurrours,  for  fere  and  drede  of  grete 
menaces,  and  dome  of  lofte  of  their  lyves  and  godes,  founde  the  feide  verdit  contrarie  to  their  owne 
entents,  trouth,  and  confcience;  in  prove  wherof,  diverfe  of  the  famejurre,  after  the  feid  jugement 
yoven,  came  to  the  feid  Ankarette,  havyng  grete  remorce  in  their  confciens,  knowyng  they  hadde 
yoven  an  untrue  verdyt  in  that  behalf,  humbly  and  piruoufly  aflced  foryevnes  therof  of  the  faid 
Ankarette.  Pleafe  it  youre  feid  grete  wifdomes,  confideryng  the  feide  fubtile  conjedled  ymaginati- 
ons  of  the  feid  Duke,  as  well  as  his  grete  myght  and  ftrenght,  the  unlaufull  takyng,  durefle,  empry- 
fonament,  conveyaunce,  and  caryyng  of  the  feid  Ankarette  thorowe  the  feid  III  feverall  ftiires,  the 
feid  inordynat  hafty  procelFe  and  jugement,  and  the  lamentable  and  pituoufe  conveiaunce  to  deth, 
and  deth  of  the  fame  Ankarette,  and  the  gode,  vertuoufe,  and  true  difpofition  of  her  all  the  tyme  of 
her  lyfF,  as  it  is  openly  knoweii  within  the  feid  counte  of  Somerfet,  and  the  countes  therto  adjoynyng> 

where 
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where  fhe  was  the  more  parte  of  her  lyff  duellyng-  and  converfaunt;  to  prale  the  Kyng  oure  Sove- 
reigne  Lorde,  to  ordeyne  and  ftablyfhe,  by  th’  allent  of  the  Lords  Spirituelx  and  Temporelx  in  this 
prefent  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  audiorite  of  the  fame  Parliament,  that  the  recorde  of  the  feid 
inditement,  jthe  procelle  therappon  made,  the  verdit  and  jugement  therappon  yoven,  and  all  thyngs 
dependyng  appon  the  fame,  and  the  recorde  therof  made,  be  cafled,  adnulled,  voyde,  repealed,  and 
of  no  force  nor  of  none  efFedte.  And  forafmoche  as  all  the  premifes  were  done  by  the  commaunde- 
ment,  myght,  and  ftrenght  of  the  feid  Duke,  and  in  no  otherwyfe,  that  therfor  it  be  ordeigned  by  the 
feid  audiorite,  that  none  of  the  feid  Juftices,  Shiref  of  the  feid  (hire,  nor  the  Underflierif  of  the 
fame,  nor  their  miniftres,  nor  eny  other  perfone,  be  fued,  vexed,  nor  greved,  for  the  takyng,  empry- 
fonament,  jugement,  nor  execution  of  the  feid  Ankarette.”  Rot.  Pari.  17  Edw.  IV. 

Which  petition  being  read  in  Parliament,  anfwer  was  returned,  “ Soit  fait  come  il 
ejl  defire." 

There  was  a church  in  Frome  in  very  early  days,  dedicated  to  St.  John,"  of  the 
revenues  whereof  the  following  account  is  given  us  in  the  Norman  Record: 

Peinbald  [the  prieft]  holds  the  church  of  Frome,  with  eight  carucates  of  land. 
“ In  demefne  are  two  carucates  and  a half,  and  four  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and 
twelve  cottagers,  with  fix  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five  fhillings  rent,  and  thirty- 
five  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  fix  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  is  worth 
fix  pounds.”* 

_ This  Reinbald  was  chancellor  to  King  Edward  the  Confeffor,  and  a great  favourite 
with  King  William,  who  gave  him  large  poireffions  in  England,  and  an  eflate  called 
from  him  Reinberville,  near  Rouen  in  Normandy He  held  alfo  divers  other  offices 
both  in  the  time  of  Edward  ^nd  William,  and  in  his  clerical  line  was  dean  of  the  pre- 
bendal  college  at  Cirencefter  in  Gloucefterfhire,  founded  by  Alwyn,  a Saxon,  in  the 
time  of  King  Egbert,*  in  the  church  of  which  he  was  buried,  and  his  monument  of  white 
marble  remained  till  the  time  of  Henry  VIII."  On  his  death,  all  the  lands  which  he 
had  poffelfed  reforted  to  the  crown,  and  King  Henry  I.  in  the  thirty-fourth  year 
of  his  reign,  granted  the  reflory  of' Frome,  as  alfo  Standerwick,  Milborne-Port, 
Marfton-Bigot,  and  Wellow,  with  divers  lands  in  this  part  of  the  county,  to  the 
abbey  of  Auftin  Canons  at  Cirencefter  in  Gloucefterfhire,  which  he  had  founded  on  the 
ruins  of  the  old  Saxon  college  above-mentioned.'’  In  1292  this  re6tory  was  valued  at 
twenty-five  pounds,  and  the  vicarage  at  eleven  marks  and  a half  The  abbot  of 
Cirencefter  had  a penfion  out  of  it,  of  twenty  fhillings.'  26  Hen.  VIII.  the  vicarage 
was  rated  at  twenty-two  pounds.'*  Lord  Weymouth  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  John 
Rofs,  D.  D.  bifhop  of  Exeter,  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  ftands  in  the  foutheaft  part  of  the  town,  and  within  the  tithing  and 
manor  of  the  Weft-Woodlands.  It  is  a large  and  handfome  pile  of  building,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  feet  long,  and  fifty-four  wide ; confifting  of  nave,  chancel, 
/ioith  and  fouth  ailes,  four  chapels,  a veftry-room,  and  two  porches.  On  tire  fouth 

■■■  See  the  ancient  Survey  of  the  manor.  * Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Annales  Abbat.  de  Bee.  MSS. 

*■  Chronicon  Abbat.  Cirenceft.  MS.  penes  Edit.  “ Leland’s  Itin.  v.  66.  Tanner’s  Notkia  IVIonallica, 

' Taxat.  Temporal.  Lib.  Valor um. 
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fide  of  the  entrance  to  the  nave  from  the  chancel,  ftands  a quadrangular  tower,  with  a 
handfome  ftone  fpirej  the  whole  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  high.  This  tower  con- 
tains eight  bells,  a clock,  and  chimes. 

In  a chapel  built  by  the  Leverfedges,  are  feveral  memorials  of  that,  as  well  as  of  the 
Cork  family,  whofe  property  it  now  is.  In  the  middle  of  it,  on  an  open  tomb,  lies  the 
eihgy  of  a man  almoft  naked,  and  in  an  emaciated  appearance.  On  an  adjoining  ftone 
is  this  infcription; “ W.  L.  Recordare  Creatoris  tui  diebus  juventutis  tu£e.” 

Arms,  a leopard’s  head  jeflant  fleur  de  lis,  (the  arms  more  recently  ufed  by  the 
family  of  Branch,  and  adopted  by  the  Leverfedges)  impaling,  a griffin  fegreant. 

On  another  ftone  near  It: “ Roger!  Leverfidge,  armig.  exuviae  hie  deponuntur, 

qui  obijt  23  die  February,  Anno  Domini  1704,  aetatis  fuse  63.”  Arms:  Leverfedge, 
as  before,  impaling  on  a chevron  between  three  martlets  as  many  mullets. 

On  the  next  ftone: Reconduntur  hie  cineres  Francifese,  unic£  Roger! Lever- 

fedge, armigeri,  filiaej  Edmundi  Seaman  generofi  nuper  uxoris,  quae  obilt  vigefimo  die 
Decembris,  Anno  Domini  1726,  aetatis  fu£  44.  Hie  etiam  jacet  fepultum  corpus 
prsedidti  Edmundi  Seaman,  gen.  fato  qui  occubuit  vicefimo  die  Septembris,  Anno 
Domini  1730,  astatis  fuse  50.”  Arms:  On  an  efcutcheon  between  three  pole-axes. 
Branch,  impaling  Leverfedge. 

On  a flat  ftone  within  the  fame  chapel: Margaret  Countefs  of  Cork  and 

Orrery,  died  Nov.  28,  1758,  aged  48.  Charles  Lord  Vifeount  Dungar von  died  Sept. 
^5)  i759j  30*  John  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery  died  Nov.  16,  1762,  aged  55.” 

On  another  plain  ftone: Hamilton  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery  died  Jan.  17, 

1764,  aged  34.  Anne  Countefs  of  Cork  and  Orrery  died  Dec.  ii,  1785,  aged  43. 
Richard  John  Lord  Dungarvon,  Honourable  Hamilton  Boyle,  died  infants.” 

Near  the  northweft  corner  of  the  church  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  having  an 
open  pediment,  at  the  bottom  of  which  lie  the  effigies  of  two  infants  hard  in  hand;  on 

the  tablet  this  inftription: ‘‘  Near  this  place  lie  the  bodies  of  Henry  Bull,  gent,  who 

died  the  3d  of  Auguft  173S,  aged  59  yearsj  and  Margaret  his  wife,  who  died  the  26th 
of  July,  1752,  aged  71  years.  Here  alfo  lieth  the  body  of  James  Bull,  their  -fon, 
who  died  the  nth  of  February  1747,  aged  30  years.  Together  with  fix  others  of 
their  children,  who  all  died  infants.”  Arms:  Gules,  three  bulls’  heads  cabofled,  or. 

In  the  principal  aile  is  abrafs  plate  with  this  memorial: 

“ for  the  fouler  of  Cbampenep^,  fqupr,  ano  3iane  f)i0 
, IDenrp  occelTetJ  tlie  niij  oai^e  of  Sluguft  the  gece  of  cure  Loro  m o oy, 

on  tofiofc  fou!c0  Jbri  pane  mereg*  amen.” 

In  a fmall  chapel  by  the  north  aile  is  a ftately  marble  monument,  inferibed, 

I-Iere  lyeth  the  body  of  George  Locke,  of  this  place,  gent,  who  departed  this  life  the 
third  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1735,  and  in  the  72dyear  of  his  age.  To  whofe  me- 
mory his  forrowful  widow  hath  eredled  this  monument.  Alfo,  here  lyeth  the  body  of 
Sufannah,  the  wife  of  the  faid  George  Locke,  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  18,  1751, 

aged 
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aged  90  years.”  Arras:  Perfeffe,  azure  or ^ a pale  coiinterchanged,  three  hawks 

with  wings  endorfed  of  the  lafl",  impaling  or,  on  a feffe  engrailed  azure^  between  three 
horfes’  heads  erafed  Jahky  as  many  fleur^  de  lis  of  the  firft. 

In  the  windows  of  this  chapel  are  the  following  coats  in  painted  glafs.  i.  Sable y a 
horfe  ereft,  argent.^  bridled,  or;  impaling,  a chevron  between  three  dolphins  embowed, 
argent -y  on  a chief  a leopard’s  head  jeffant  fleurs  de  lis  or.  2.  The  horfe  as  before, 
impaling,  argent y a pillar  between  two  human  heads  refpeding  or.  3.  The  horfe, 
impaling  a text  iii  and  a bell  or,  being  a device  for  the  name  of  CabelU  a family  who 
had  poffeffions  in  this  parifh. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  another  fmall  chapel,  which  belonged  to  the  family 
of  Smith,  formerly  of  this  parifh,  and  in  which  divers  of  them  lie  interred. 

Robert  Smith,  gent,  died  July  13,  1703;  Dorothy  his  daughter.  Sept.  9,  lyoo; 
and  John  Smith,  of  Stoney-Littleton,  efq;  Jan.  9,  1768. 

There  are  thefe  arms  in  a window  of  this  chapel,  viz.  i.  Argent^  on  a chevron, 
between  three  lapwings  proper,  a mullet  of  the  firft;  impaling,  tierce  in  girons 
arondi,  argent,  or,  and  gules.  2.  Chevron  and  lapwings  as  before,  impaling,  ermine,  a 
hzr  fable.  3.  Quarterly,  firft  and  third,  argent^  a bend  gules,  on  a chief  of  the  fecond, 
two  mullets  or-,  fecond  and  fourth,  gules,  a bar  or,  between  fix  martlets,  3,  2,  and  i. 
4.  Ermine,,  a bar  fable,  impaling,  vert,  a nautilus  or. 

In  another  chapel  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  on  a flat  ftone,  whereon  were 
figures  and  an  infcription  in  brafs,  (now  removed)  are  arms  as  follow:  i.  Quarterly, 
-firft  and  third,  a lion  rampant;  fecond  and  fourth,  on  a chevron  three  croffes  moline. 
2.  On  a chevron  between  three  martlets  five  bezants. 

In  the  veftry-room,  on  a monument  of  alabafter,  are  the  effigies  of  a man  and  woman 
kneeling,  and  on  two  tablets  below,  infcriptions  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Anthony 
Methwin,  vicar  of  this  church,  who  died  July  6,  1640,  aged  66;  and  of  Jane  his  wife, 
who  died  March  2,  1640,  aged  61.  Arms:  firft  and  fourth,  argent,  three  wolves’  heads 
erafed  proper,  2 and  i.  Second  and  third  argent,  a chevron  fable,  between  aero  Is  patee 
gules  in  chief,  and  a heart  of  the  laft  in  bafe,  impaling, a lion  paflant  argent. 

Adjoining  to  the  eaft  end  of  the  church  is  a burial  place  wherein  lies  the  body  of 
Bifhop  Kenn,  who  died  A.  D.  17  ii,  whilft  on  a vifit  to  his  friend  and  patron  Lord 
Weymouth,  at  Longleat,  in  which  noble  manfion  he  had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of 
his  life  after  his  deprivation  of  the  fee  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

To  the  church  of  Frome  appertained  divers  chantries,  endowed  with  lands  of  confi- 
derable  value. 

22  Edw.  III.  a licence  w’as  granted  by  the  King  to  Robert  Kaynes,  Thomas  the  fon 
of  Lucas  Webb,  John  Hony wood,  and  John  the  fon  of  William  de  Whatcombe,  to 
give  two  meffuages  and  feventeen  acres  of  land  in  the  parifh  of  Frome  to  a certain 
chaplain  to  perform  divine  fervice  in  the  chapel  of  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary  of  Frome- 
Braunch,  every  day  for  ever.® 

' Inq.  ad  quod  Damn.  22  Edw.  Ill, 
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1 Ric.  II.  John  de  la  Mare,  knt.  gave  one  melTuage,  and  one  acre  of  land;  John  la 
Wode,  one  mefluage  and  two  acres j Walter  Bychewode  and  Joan  his  wife,  one  mef- 
fuage  and  two  acres;  John  Whitcomb,  two  acres;  and  Argentine  Horfleghe,  four- 
teen acres,  all  fituated  in  Frome;  to  Laurence  Wallhe,  chaplain  of  the  chantry  of  St. 
John  in  the  parifh  church  of  Frome  for  ever.^  John  Lyrpole  was  the  laft  incumbent 
of  this  chantry,  and  had  allowed  him  in  1553,  a penfion  of  five  pounds.® 

The  chantry  of  St.  Andrew  had  lands  in  Frome,  Rodden,  and  Nunney  de  la  Mare;’’ 
the  laft  incumbent,  John  Burley,  had  a penfion  of  five  pounds.*  5 Edw.  VI.  this 
chantry,  and  that  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  were  held  by  Sir  John  Thynne,  knL-  and 
Laurence  Hyde,  in  foccage.** 

The  chantry  of  St.  Catherine  had  lands  in  Frome  given  it  4 Ric.  II.‘  Its  laft 
incumbent  was  John  Frye,  who  at  its  diflblution  was  fent  away  with  a penfion  of 
five  pounds."* 

Within  that  part  of  the  parilh  which  is  called  the  W oodlands,  about  three  miles  fouth- 
ward  from  the  town,  ftands  another  church  or  chapel,  called  the  New-Church;  which 
was  built  in  the  year  1712,  by  Thomas  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  and  endowed  with 
fixty  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  an  eftate  at  Pennard  in  this  county,  to  fuch  mi- 
nifter  as  fhould  officiate  there,  to  be  by  him,  and  his  fucceflbrs  to  the  eftate  at 
Longleat,  nominated  and  appointed.  This  endowment  was  made  by  his  Lordffiip,  by 
virtue  of  and  under  the  diredion  of  the  laft  will  and  teftament  of  his  deceafed  brother, 
the  Hon.  Henry  Frederick  Thynne;  the  faid  Vifcount  himfelf  augmenting  the  ftipend 
with  thirty  pounds  per  annum,  and  alfo  with  five  hundred  pounds,  which  fum  was  by 
his  executors  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  ftock  in  the  funds,  and  vefted  in  the  hands  of 
truftees.  The  intereft  thereof  was  paid  to  the  minifter  for  fome  years;  but  in  the  year 
1752,  the  truftees  with  373I.  i8s.  part  of  the  faid  500I.  purchafed  an  eftate  called 
Codrington’s,  lying  within  the  parifti  of  Frome,  which  now  lets  at  21I.  per  annum,  and 
fettled  the  clear  profits  thereof  alfo  on  the  minifter  of  the  faid  church.  The  firft 
minifter  appointed  to  it  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beauchamp  in  17 14.  The  Rev.  John  Rofs, 
D.  D.  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a handfome  building,  fixty-eight  feet  long,  thirty-four  broad,  and 
twenty-eight  high.  At  the  weft  end  is  a fquare  tower  and  odagonal  fpire,  feventy  feet 
high,  with  two  bells. 

The  Woodlands  around  this  church  are  now  the  only  part  of  the  ancient  foreft  of 
Selwood,  which  bears  any  refemblance  to  its  former  ftate;  and  have  been,  within  the 
memory  of  man,  the  notorious  afylum  of  a defperate  clan  of  banditti,  whofe  depredations 
were  a terror  to  the  furrounding  parifties.  One  of  their  evil  practices,  and  which 
perhaps  was  far  from  being  the  woiffi,  was  that  of  coining  money;  but  the  cutting 
down  large  trails  of  wood,  eftablilhing  fmall  farms,  and  building  the  church,  have  been 
the  means  of  deftroying  their  haunts,  and  obliging  the  pofTelTors  to  feek  fub.fiftence 
in  honeft  and  ufeful  labour. 

^ Efc.  X Ric.  II.  ® Willis’s  Hift.  of  Abbies,  ii.  202.  •“  Pat.  6 Hen.  V.  ! Willis. 

* Ter.  Sydenham.  * Pat.  4 Ric.  II.  !"  Willis. 
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The  name  of  this  fbreft  is  very  expreflive  of  its  fize  and  confequence  in  ancient  times, 
Sel  fignifying  in  the  Saxon  language  great,  and  Fob  a wood;  in  like  manner  as  Silbury- 
Hill  in  Wiltfhire  fignifies  the  great  barrow  or  hill;  and  Silchefter  in  Hamplhire,  the 
great  city;  the  epithet  Sel  being  applied  to  thefe  places  by  way  of  eminence  and  dif- 
tin6tion.  This  foreft  lay  at  the  eaft'ern  extremity  of  the  county,  on  the  confines  of 
Wiltfhire,  and  extended  itfelf  fouthward  from  Frome  towards  Dorletfhire.  . In  the 
time  of  Edward  the  firft  it  was  formally  perambulated  by  commiflioners  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  and  its  bounds  were  afcertained  to  be  as  follow:  “ They  began  at  Suth~ 
brubam  bridge,  which  is  the  fartheft  water  of  the  Bryw^  and  thence  proceeded  along 
the  road  to  the  Barwe-,  and  thence  along  a certain  road  to  Bruke  Houfe-,  and  thence 
leaving  the  faid  houfe  on  the  right  hand  to  the  gate  of  the  King’s-hall;  and  thence  by 
Hayham  to  Frome-Water  \ and  thence  along  a certain  water,  leaving  it  on  the  right  to 
Walsdich  bridge;  and  thence  along  the  fkirts  of  Selewode  thicket  to  Burtynghburg^ 
above  Noble  houfe;  and  thence  leaving  that  houfe  on  the  right  hand  to  Wytecofte\  and 
thence  to  Radeneyej  on  the  confines  of  the  counties  of  Somerfet  and  Wyltes;  and  thence 
by  a certain  water-courfe  to  Weremenejyre  wood ; and  from  the  faid  wood  by  ’Frencham- 
mouthy  along  a road  called  Hunterjweye  to  la  Gahere-,  and  thence  by  Balmeton  wood, 
leaving  it  on  the  right,  to  a place  called  Kyngejfecke-,  and  thence  along  a way  to  Penburi, 
leaving  all  Norton  wood  on  the  right,  which  wood  is  in  the  county  of  Somerfet;  and 
thence  to  Penne-,  and  thence  along  the  King’s  way  by  the  middle  oi  Bitewode^  as  a 
fmall  ftream  called  Standebroky  coming  from  Staverdale  mill,  direfts ; and  thence  leaving 
the  faid  mill  on  the  right,  along  a road  without  Forjhefe  park  to  the  eaft;  and  thence 
by  the  highway  to  Brubam  church,  leaving  it  on  the  left;  and  thence  to  Sutbbrubam- 
bridge,  where  the  bounds  firft  began.”" 

Keepers  of  this  Foreft; 


William  de.Wrotham, ) . , . ^ u 

Richard  de  Wrotham,  John, 

William  de  Placetis,  35  Hen.  III. 

Richard  de  Placetis,  2 Edw.  1. 

Sabina  Peche,  24  Edw.  I, 

Nicholas  Peche,  17  Edw.  II.  , 

Richard  Peche, 

Thomas  Peche,  r 
Matthew  Peche,  9 Edw.  III. 

Sir  Richard  D’Amori,  knt.  10  Edw.  IIL 
Matthew  de  Clivedon,  18  Edw.  III. 

Roger  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  34  Edw.  III. 

Sir  John  Arundel,  knt.  3 Ric.  11. 

Reginald  Lord  Cobham,  4 Hen.  IV. 

Edmund  Lord  Ferrers,  of  Chartley,  was  woodward  14  Hen.  VI. 
Sir  John  St.  Loe,  knt.  26  Hen.  VI. 

Sir  Walter  Hungerford,  knt.  27  Hen.  VI. 

James  Earl  of  Ormond,  38  Hen.  VI. 


" Excerpt,  e Regift,  Wellen. 
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The  office  was  afterwards  united  to  the  crown,  and  there  continued  till  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  L who  granted  connmiffions  to  certain  Lords  of  his  Privy 
Council  and  others,  for  the  difafforefting  the  foreft  of  Selwood;  empowering  them  to 
deal,  agree,  compound,  bargain,  and  contraft,  as  well  for  the  difafforefting,  as  for  all  the 
woods,  ground,  and  foil,  of  the  faid  foreft,  with  all  the  deer  therein,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  fhould  think  moft  convenient  to  his  Majefty’s  profit.  By  virtue  of  which  autho- 
rity, thofe  commiffioners  contrafted  with  the  lords  and  commoners  of  the  manors  within 
the  foreft,  in'manner  following,  viz.  That  his  Majefty  and  his  fucceffors  fhould  have, 
hold,  and  enjoy,  one  third  part  of  the  feveral  waftes  and  commonable  grounds  within 
the  faid  foreft;  that  one  other  third  part  fhould  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  lords  and 
owners  of  the  foil;  and  the  other  third  part  fhould  be  left  to  the  feveral  commoners, 
having  right  of  common  for  depafturing  their  cattle. 

It  was  in  this  great  foreft  that  King  Alfred  convened  a general  council  of  his  nobles 
preparatively  to  his  memorable  attack  upon  the  Danes,  and  his  fignal  vidory  over 
them  at  MthendunCi  or  Edington  in  Wikfhire.® 

There  was  a houfe  of  Lepers  in  fome  part  of  this  foreft,  to  which  Hugh  de  Wells, 
bifhop  of  Lincoln,  bequeathed  in  his  laft  will  and  teftament,  made  A.  D.  1212,  a 
legacy  of  three  marks.** 

Several  charities  have  at  different  times  been  conferred  on  the  parifhioners'  of  Frome. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  fourth,  William  Leverfedge,  efq;  founded  in  the  town  of 
Frome,  an  alms- houfe  for  poor  widows,  and  endowed  the  fame  with  lands  amounting 
to  the  yearly  value  of  three  pounds  ten  fhillings. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  gave  lool.  that  fourteen  widows  in  that  alms-houfe  might  an- 
nually receive  the  fum  of  five  fhillings  each  on  St.  Thomas-day. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Jenkins  gave  alfo  to  the  faid  charity  lol.  Which  fums  were  laid 
out  in  lands,  now  amounting  to  the  yearly  rent  of  81.  los. 

John  A’ Court  gave  20s.  annually  to  the  fourteen  widows,  payable  out  of  a tenement 
in  Nunney. 

Jane  Hippie  gave  land  of  the  value  of  61.  10s.  per  annum,  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

John  Afh  gave  half  the  yearly  rent  of  three  houfes  in  Beckington,  value  3I.  16s. 
towards  clothing  the  fourteen  widows. 

James  Wickham  and  Jane  Hippie  gave  to  the  fame  foundation,  land  of  the  yearly 
value  of  32I.  2s.  6d. 

Sufannah  Locke  gave  land  to  the  fame  purpofe,  of  the  yearly  value  of  14I.  12s.  6d 

Richard  Coombe  gave  land  of  the  yearly  value  of  2I.  3s.  6d. 

Betty  Hippie  and  others  gave  fundry  fums  of  money,  with  which  lands  of  the  annual 
value  of  61.  los.  were  purchafed,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  fourteen  widows. 

® Vide  AlTer.  Annal.  rer.  geft.  ^Elfridi  Mag.  Et  Chron.  Saxon.  A.  D.  878, 

^ Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen, 
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Alexander  Stafford  gave  tcT  them  fundry  houfes  in  the  parlfh  of  St.  Milford,  Lon» 
dony  amounting,  to  the  yearly  value  of  a 81. 

Mr.  Thomas  Jefler  gave  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  the  intereft- 
thereof  to  be  paid  on  St.  Thomas  day,  to  fuch  as  do  not  receive  relief  otherwife. 

John  Wadman  gave  for  the  fame  purpofe  2I.  los.  annually,  payable  out  of  lands  in  ' 
this  parifh. 

Jane  Methwyn  gave  to  fourteen  poor  men,  and  ten  poor  widows,  a fixpenny  loaf 
on  every  Good-Friday,  payable  out  of  a houfe  in  Briflol. 

Sundry  benefadbions  were  laid  out  for  the  ufe  of  the  charity-fchool,  in  the  purchafe  of 
land  and  flock  in  the  funds,  of  the  yearly  value  of  62I. 

Mrs.  Hippie  gave  money  towards  apprenticing  boys  out  of  the  charity  fchool,  with  * 
which  flock  was  purchafed  of  the  annual  value  of  15]. 

The  charity-fchool  Hands  near  the  bridge,'^  and  is  a large  handfome  freeflone  building, . 
with  a turret  and  clock  on  the  top.  About  the  year  1720,  a fubfcription  was  fet  on  foot 
within  the  town,  for  raifing  a fum  of  money  to  build  a fchool-houfe,  &c,  which  foon  • 
amounted  to  1087I.  and  together  with  fome  former  donations,  was  found  fufficient  for 
building  and  endowing  the  faid  fchool.  The  building  thereof  was  carried  on  under  the 
patronage  and  diredlion  of  Mr.  James  Wickham,  attorney  at  law,  of  the  town  of  Frome, . 
who  became  a principal  truflee.  In  1728,  certain  lands  were  purchafed  by  the  faid 
James  Wickham,  and  he  foon  after  dying,  fuch  lands  were  by  Mr.  John  Wickham, 
his  brother  and  heir  at  law,  .granted  to  twenty  truflees  j the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
to  be  applied  to  the  clothing  and  teaching  twenty,  or  as  many  more  boys  as  they  fhould  ’ 
think  fit,  to  read  and  write,  and  to  be  educated  in  the  knowledge  and  pradlice  of  die 
chriftian  religion,  as  profeffed  and  taught  in  the  Church  of  England;  and  fuch  other 
things  as  fhould  be  further  fuitable  to  their  condition,  and  to  the  paying  a mafler  in 
fuch  manner  as  the  truflees  fhould  think  fit.  In  1748  the  truflees  found  it  expedient ' 
to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  a decree,  the  more  firmly  to  eflablifh  this  charity,  . 
which  was  readily  granted.  . 

The  fchool  is  now  endowed  wnth  twenty- four  pounds  per  annum  falary  to  the  mafler, 
a fchool-houfe,  8<:c.  for  teaching  twenty  poor  boys  reading,  writing,  arithmetick,  &c. 
who  are  clothed  and  thus  educated  four  years,  and  then  apprenticed  out  to  ufeful 
trades,  by  monies  arifing  from  the  benefadions  before  mentioned.  This  fchool  is 
now  governed  by  Mr.  Abraham  Crocker.  Adjoining  to  it  is  the  Widow’s  Alms- 
Houfe,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  lift  of  charities. 

Here  is  alfo  a free-fchool,  of  the  foundation  of  EdwardWl.  endowed  with  fix  pounds 
a year,  to  which  about  five  pounds  annually  have  fince  been  added. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Langham  bequeathed  60I.  towards  eredling  an  altar-piece  in  the  church 
of  Frome;  other  inhabitants  contributed  about  lool.  more;  and  the  altar  was  ereded 
and  the  chancel  repaired  and  beautified  in  the  year  1762. 

Mr.  John  A’Court  of  Rodden,  gave  the  treble  bell,  i68q, 

Mrs.  Anne  Smith  gave  one  brafs  candleftick,  1685. 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Prigge  gave  nol.  to  be  laid  out  for  a. communion  flagonj  and  uol. 
to  be  laid  out  in  bibles  for  poor  families. 

Mrs.  Joan  Avury  gave  twelve  buckets. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  church  from  January  1778  -to  January  178.5,  were  1347, 
(being  on  an  annual  average  192.  The  burials  during  the  fame  period  io6q,  being 
annually  on  an  average  nearly  1 5 1 . 

Jofeph  Glanvill,  the  noted  author  of  the  book  on  witchcraft,  was  fome  time  vicar  of 
this  parifh. 


E ECK  IN.GTON 

IS  a village  conhfting  of  feveral  ftreets,  fituated  in  the  turnpike-road  between  Bath 
and  Frome,  from  the  former  of  which  it  is  diftant  ten  miles,  and  from  the  latter 
three.  It  was  formerly  a town  of  confiderable  importance,  and  carried  on  a large 
manufadture  of  woollen  cloths,  of  which  at  this  day  about  feven  hundred  are  made 
here  yearly. 

The  name  of  this  place  may  have  been  derived  either  from  the  Saxon  words  Beacen 
a beacon,  and  Tcin,  a town;  or  from  Becc.,  a torrent  or  rivulet;  or  from  Bece‘  the 
;beech-tree.  Bifhop  Beckington,  who  was  a native  of  the  place,*  feems  to  have  fa- 
voured the  firft,  etymology; ^ having  for  his  device,  ftill  to  be  feen  in  many  parts  of 
Wells,  a beacon  with  a tun  or  veffel.  It  is  called  in  Domefday-Book  Bechintoney  and 
is  furveyed  as  the  property  of  Roger  Arundel,  to  the  following  effeft : 

Roger  himfelf  holds  Bechintone.  Ailuert  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  ten  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  caru- 
cates,  and  nine  villanes,  and  feven  cottagers  having  fix  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of 
**  twenty  {hillings  rent,  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and  eight  acres  of  pafture,  and 
“ one  hundred  acres  of  wood.  It  was  worth  when  he  received  it  ten  pounds,  now 
fix  pounds.”’’ 

its  mofi:  confiderable  polTefibrs,  after  the  Conqueft,  was  the  family  of  Erleigh,  or  de 
Erlega,  fo  called  from  a lordihip  near  Reading  in  Berkfhire,  who  had  large  pofTefTioiis 
in  this  county,  viz.  the  manors  of  Beckington,  Durfton,  Babcary,  Michael’s-church, 
the  manor  and  hundred  of  North-Petherton,  and  the  manor  of  Somerton-parva,  deno- 
minated from  them,  Somerton-Erle,  or  Erleigh.  The  firft  of  the  name  that  appears  in 
this  county  is  John  de  Erlegh,  who  7 Hen.  II.  paid  five  marks  for  the  feutage  of  his 
lands  in  this  county.'  This  John  died  i i Hen.  II.  and  in  the  fame  year  Adela  his 
widow  paid  the  fame  feutage.** 

* “ Beckingtona  mihi  dedit  ortum;  Balnea,  F antes, 

Fafees.”  Ldandi  Comment,  de  Sgriptor.  Britann.  p.  447..  See  of  this  prelate  in  Wells. 

*’  Lib.  Domefday^  * Rot.  Pip.  7 Hen.  II.  " Ibid. 
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He  was  fucceeded  by  William  de  Erleigh  his  fon,  who  is  certified  to  hold  a knight’s 
fee  in  capite  of  the  King,  and  that  by  his  fee  he  had  a right  to  be  his  chamberlain.* 
This  William  was  the  founder  of  a priory  at  Buekland  in  this  cOunty,.to  which  (among- 
divers  other  property)  he  gave  the  church  of  Beckington.' 

John  de  Erleigh,- fon  and  heir  of  William,  6 Ric.  I.  paid  fcutage  for  his  lands  m this 
county  and  Berkfhire.  i Joh.  he  held  the  manor  and  hundred  of  North-Pethertonj  at 
an  annual  rent  to  the  King  of  one  hundred  Ihillings,- 

William  de  Erlergh  his  eldeft  fon,  i Joh.  paid  fcutage  for  lands  he  had  In  Berkfhire 
and  Somerfetfhire,  in  his  father’s  life-time.  He  left  two  fons,  John  and  Henry,  of 
whom  the  former  married  Ifolda,  (who  furvived  him)  and  died  without  iffue  1 2 Hen. 
III.  whereupon  Henry  his  brother  became  his  heir.  He  was  fheriff  of  this  county  and 
Dorfet  that  fame  year.  This  Henry  married  two  wives,  i.  Egelina  de  Candos,  by 
whom  he  had  a fon  called  Philip.  2.  Claricia,  by  whom  he  had  John  and  Bartholomew. 

Philip  de  Erleigh  died  foon  after  8 Edw.  I.  leaving  ilTue  by  Rofa  his  wife,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Peter  de  Marifco,  and  Maud,  his  wife,  lady  of  the  manor  of  Babcary,  John, 
Philip,  and  Roland ; and  a daughter  married  to  Richard  de  Afton.  His  wife  furvived 
him,  and  had  to  her  fecond  hufband  Sir  Geffrey  de  Wroxalk 

Which  John  de  Erleigh,  eldeft  fomof  Philip,  was  in  the  Scottifh  wars  in  the  reign  of 
Edw.  I.  and  9 and  16  Edw.  I;  was  fheriff  of  this  county  and  Dorfet;  and  2 and  6 > 
Edw.  II.  was  knight  of  the  fhire  for  Somerfet.  Hedied  iy  Edw.  II.  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  fon  John,  leaving  another  fon  called  Roland. 

This  John  died  ii  Edw.  III.  being  then  feized  of  the  manors  of  Beckington,- 
Somerton-Erle,  Durfton,  Babcary,  Michael’s-Church,  the  manor  and  hundred  of 
North-Petherton,  and  feveral  other  lands  in  this  county;  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
John  his  eldeft  fon,  then  four  years  old^'  Richard,  and  three  daughters,  viz.  Catherine 
pribreft  of  Buekland,  Elizabeth  wife  of  Sir  John  Stafford,  and  Alice  wife  of  Sir 
Nicholas  Poines,  knt. 

John  his  fon  and  heir  was  a knight,  and  40  Edw.  III.  attended  the  Black  Prince 
into  Spain,  and  was  prefent  at  the  battle  of  Naziers,  and  feveral  other  engagements  in 
that  kingdom,  in  one  of  which  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner;  and  being  put  to 
a great-  ranfom,  was  forced  to  fell  the  beft  part  of  his  ancient  inheritance.  By  Margaret 
daughter  of  Sir  Guy  de  Brien,  knight  of  the  garter,  he  left  iffue  John,  Richard,  and  ‘ 
Philip,  and  three  daughters. 

John  his  eldeft  fon  fucceeded  in  this  manor  of  Beckington.  He' was  alfo  a knight, 
and  married  Ifabel,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Pavely,  by  whom  he  left  one  only  daughter  his' 
heir,  married  to  John  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Richard  St.  Maur,  knt.  afterwards  to  Sir  Walter- 
Sondes,  knt.  and  thirdly  to  Sir  William  Cheney,  knt.  She  died  21  Hen.  VI. 

The  faid  John  St.  Maur  was  fucceeded  by  John  his  eldeft  fon,  who,  having  married  ' 
Elizabeth  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Broke,  was  father  of  Sir  Thomas  St.  Maur;  who,  . 
by  Philippa  daughter  of  Sir  Edmund  Hungerford,  had  another  John;  wjiich  Jph.a.  ■ 
“ Lib.  Feod.  * Cart.  Antiq. 
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jnarried  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Choke;  and  had  three  children,  viz.  Sir 
William  St.  Maur,  who  fucceeded  him;  and  two  daughters,  Margaret  wife  of  William 
Bampfylde  of  Poltimore,  and  Anne  wife  to  Robert  Stawel,  efq. 

Which  Sir  William  St.  Maur  married  Margaret  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Edgecombe, 
knt.  and  was  father  of  Margaret  his  heir,  who  dying  without  children,  the  defcendants 
x)f  his  fifters  became  his  heirs,  which  were  the  families  of  Stawel  and  Bampfylde.  The 
jnanor  ofBeckington  became  the  pofleflion  of  Bampfylde. 

8 Edw.  II.  John  de  Erleigh  bore  on  his  feal  three  efcallops;^  which  arms  were  ufed 
By  his  defcendants  within  a bordure  engrailed,  and  tin6lured  gules  and  argent. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century  this  manor  was  purcliafed  by  John  Alhe,  efq; 
-who  pofTeffed^  a very  large  eftate  in  this  and  the  adjoining  county  of  Wilts;  and  lies 
buried  with  feveral  of  his  family  in  a vault  under  the  fouth  aile  of  the  parifh  church  of 
Beckington.  At  his  death  in  1658,, this  manor,  with  that  of  Teffont-Evias  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  devolved  to  John  Afhe,  efq;  his  fecond  fon,  who  devifed  it  by  will  to 
ills  nephew  John  Methuen,  fon  of  his  filler  Grace,  wife  of  Paul  Methuen,  efq.  This 
John  Methuen  was  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  the 
Third  and  Queen  Anne;  and  was  frequently  employed  in  embaflies  to  Portugal.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  this  manor  by  his  only  furviving  fon,  the  late  Right  Honourable  Sir 
Paul  Methuen,  knight  of  the  Bath;  a perfon  eminently  diflinguillied  by  his  embaflies 
abroad  to  the  Emperors  of  Germany  and  Morocco;  and  the  Kings  of  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  Sardinia;  and  filled  with  equal  honour  at  home  many  important  offices  as  fecretary 
of  fbate,  treafurer  of  the  houfliold,  &c.  In  the  year  1709,  he  fold  this  manor  to  his 
uncle  Anthony  Methuen,  efq;  whofe  grandfon,  Paul  Metliuen,  of  Corfham  in  Wiltlhire, 
efq;  is  the  prefent  poflTeflbr. 

The  manor-houfe  ftill  bears  the  name  of  S.eymour"s -Court y from  its  old  inhabitants. 
There  was  formerly  a chapel  here  near  the  Old  Court,  which  the  common  people-thought 
bad  once  been  an  hermitage  or  cell;®  and  in  a field  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the 
houfe,  called  Mount-Pleafant,  were  dug  up,  about  twenty  years  ago,  feveral  human 
fkeletons,  the  innocuous  tenants  of  fome  long-forgotten  cemetery:. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  town  of  Beckington,  in  a deep  vale,  finking  immediately 
from  the  high  road  to  Bath,  Hands  an  old  houfe  called  Cliffords -y  once  the  refidence  of 
that  family,  from  whom  it  had  its  name. 

The  living  ofBeckington  is  redtorial.  It  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Buckland, 
and  rated  in  1292  at  fevenieen  marks  and  a half.*'  It  lies  in  the  deanery  of  Frome; 
William  Sainlbuiy^  efq;  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  John  Evans  the  prefent  incumbent. 
The  Prior  and  Brethren  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  had  from  this  church 
An  annual  penfion  of  twenty  fliillings.* 

Tlie  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Gregory,’'  and  is  a fubftantial  ancient  ftrudure, 
^feveral  of  the  window-arches  being  finilhed  with  zig-zag  mouldings)  confifting  of  a 

iSfiaJs  from  ancient  deeds.  « Notes  taken  1671.  Taxat.  Spiritual.  ' Excerpt,  e Regift.  WeHen. 
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nave,  chancel,  two  fide  ailes,  and  a veftry-room  leaded ; with  two  porches  tiled.  At 
the  weft  end  is  an  embattled  tower,  with  a clock  and  fix  bells. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  lie  the  effigies  of  John  St.  Maur,  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Choke  j and  on  a brafs  plate  in  the  floor  is  the  following 
infcription; — “ i^ic  jacet  3[ofje0  ^egtitmau?,  et  (ZEli^abetfia  uroc  emsf, 

Qui  quinem  31oi3e0  obiit  t)’-  Die  ©ftoDr*  a,  iDni,  miUmo  cccctaD*  Cuius 
ale^pcietuiDeus*  amen*” 

In  a pew  within  the  eaft  aile,  belonging  to  Paul  Methuen,  efq;  is  this  memorial; 

“ Pcap  for  tbe  fotoles  of  31of)n  Compton,  aiiD  CDpti)  pis  toife,  topicp  31opn 
DeceffeD  tpe  riii  Dap  of  HDftoPer  tpe  pcare  of  oui  loiD  Sicccccr,  upon  topofe 
fotoies  31Pu  pane  me?cp*  amen/’ 

John  Cooper,  anceftor  of  the  Coopers  earls  of  Shaftelbury,  being  of  this  place,  by 
his  laft  will  and  teftament,  made  Auguft  29,  1498,  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  be- 
fore the  high  altar  of  St.  John  Baptift,  in  the  church  of  Stf  Gregory  of  Bekynton,  to* 
which  church  he  bequeathed  the  fum  of  forty  Ihillings/ 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  north  aile  is  a mural  monument  to  the  memory  of 

Daniel^  the  poet,  inftribed  with  the  following  words: Here  lyes,  expedtinge 

the  fecond  coming  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jeftis  Chrift,  the  dead  body  ofSamueil 
D any  ell,  efq;  that  excellent  poet  and  hiftorian;  who  was  tutor  to  the  Lady  Anne 
Clifford  in  her  youth,  fhe  that  was  foie  daughter  and  heire  to  George  Clifford,  earl  of 
Cumberland;  who  in  gratitude  to  him  eredted  this  monument  to  his  memory  a long 
time  after,  when  fhe  was  Counteffe  Dowager  of  Pembroke,  Dorfet,  and  Montgomery. 
He  died  in  Odlober,  An.  Dom.  1619.”  He  was  a great  favourite  in  the  court  of 
James  I.  and  fucceeded  Spenfer  as  poet-laureat  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  was  author 
of  a variety  of  pieces  hiftorical,  dramatical,  and  mifcellaneous,  into  all  which  he  feems 
to  have  infufed  the  refinements  of  a court,  and  in  his  language  to  have  anticipated 
the-  elegant  expreffions  of  the  prefent  age. 

On  a flat  ftone  in  the  chancel  floor  is  the  following  infcription;— Sub  hoc 
faxo  reconditum  jacet  corpus  Alexandri  Huiffi,  hujus  ecclefise  olim  redloris,  qui  obijt 
decimo  quinto  die  Aprilis  MDCLXVIII.”  He  was  of  the  Huiflres  of  Donniford,  and 
grandfon  of  William  Huifh  of  that  place.  He  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Polyglott 
Bible,  and  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  men  in  Europe  in  all  parts  of 
learning,  efpecially  the  knowledge  of  the  Oriental  languages.  He  was  a great  fufferer 
by  the  rebellion  in  the  time  of  Charles  I. 

On  another  ftone; “ Here  lies  the  body  of  William  Sainfbury,  late  redtorof  this 

pariffi,  who  died  March  10,  1730,  aged  45.  Alfo  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  died  March 
1752,  aged  7 1.  Eleanor  Sainfbury,  wife  of  William  Sainfbury,  redtor  of  this 
parifli,  died  March  10,  1772,  aged  41.  Alfo  William  Sainfbury,  late  redtor  of  this 

parifh,  died  July  8,  1778,  aged  65.” Arms:  Within  a b ordure  engrailed,  a bend 

fufilly. 
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At  the  weft  end  of  the  fouth  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed, 

James  Edgcll,  gentleman,  died  the  2 ill  day  of  June,  Anno  Dorn.  1729,  in  the  7 ill 
year  of  his  age.  Harry  Edgell,  eldeft  fon  of  James,  is  near  this  place  alfo  interred, 
who  departed*  this  life,  which  he  fteered  through  with  honour  and  integrity.  May  22, 
1743,  £etat.  43.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Harry  Edgell,  died  July  7, 1761,  aged  53  years.” 
Arms : Argent ^ on  a chevron  embattled  fahki  between  three  cinquefoils  gules y as  many 
bezants  j impaling,  argenty  on  a bend  wavy,  cottifed  gules y within  a bordure  azure  be- 
zanty,  three  lions’  heads  erafed  of  the  firft. 

The  font  is  oftagonal,  fupported  by  eight  plain  pilafters,  furrounding  a central  lhaft, 
all  Ipringing  from  an  o6tagonal  bafe. 

This  parilh,  including  the  hamlet  of  Ridge,  on  the  borders  of  Wilts,  contains  one 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  houfes. 

Thomas  Webb,  efq;  in  the  20th  of  Elizabeth,  gave  5I.  per  annum  to  be  diftributed 
quarterly  amongll  the  poorell  and  moll  needy  inhabitants  of  this  parilh. 

Chriftopher  Brewer,  in  1673,  gave  for  the  like  purpofe  2I.  annually. 

William  Yerbury,  in  1700,  gave  5I.  annually  to  be  diftributed  amongll  the  poor  in 
bread  on  every  Friday  for  live  weeks  in  Lent. 


BERKLEY 

IS  a fmall  parilh,  three  miles  weft  of  Frome,  containing  feventy-fix  houfes,  thirteen  of 
which  are  fituated  near  the  church;  ten  others  in  the  hamlet  of  Oldford;  and 
the  others  are  fcattered  throughout  the  parilh.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  four 
hundred  and  two.  The  lands  are  moftly  pafture,  the  foil  various;  fome  parts  being 
heavy  clay,  others  ftone-rufh,  and  the  reft  a rich  mellow  loam,  very  fertile.  The 
pafture  worth  from  ten  to  thirty  Ihillings  per  acre,  the  arable  from  eight  to  lixteen 
Ihillings. 

The  river  Frome  walhes  this  parilh  on  the  north- weft  fide,  in  its  way  from  Frome 
to  Beckington. 

The  manor  of  Berkley  belonged  at  the  Conqueft  to  Roger  Arundel,  and  is  thus 
furveyed : 

“ Robert  holds  of  Roger,  Berchelei.  Toui  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  two  hides  and  a half.  The  arable  is  three  carucafes.  In  demefne 
are  two  carucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  three  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with  one 
plough.  There  is  a mill  of  twelve  Ihillings  and  fixpence  rent,  and  lix  acres  of  mea- 
“ dow,  and  feventy  acres  of  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  forty  Ihillings.”* 

‘ Lib.  Domefday. 
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This  place  was  the  ancient  feat  of  the  family  of  Fayroke,  who  refided  at  Fayroke  in 
this  parifh;  from  whom  by  intermarriage  it  defcended  to  the  houfe  of  Carent  or 
Carwent,  fo  denominated  from  the  town  of  Caer-Went  in  Wales,  where  they  were  more 
early  refident.  From  this  family  it  came  by  an  heirefs  to  the  polfelTion  of  the  New- 
boroiighs,  of  which  ancient  houfe  the  following  account  is  given  on  a monumental 
ftone  in  the  parilh  church  here,  tracing  its  defcent  from  the  time  of  William  the  Con- 
queror to  the  year  1680. 

“ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  family  of  the  Newboroughs,  defcended  from  Roger 
de  Bellomont,  lord  of  Pont-Audemer  in  Normandy,  and  Adelina  his  wife,  daughter  to 
Waleran  earl  of  Mellent  in  France,  coufm  and  councellor  to  William  the  Conqueror, 
with  whom  he  came  into  England.  Which  Roger  had  two  fons;  Robert  the  elder 
was  earl  of  Mellent  and  Leicefter,  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  Hugh  the  Great, 
fon  to  Henry  the  ift  of  France.  The  fecond  fon  was  Henry  de  Novo-Burgo,  (fo 
called  from  acaftle  in  Normandy  where  he  was  born)  who  was  made  earl  of  Warwick 
by  the  Conqueror;  and  that  earldom  continued  in  his  pofterity  through  feveral  noble 
and  royal  branches,  till  it  was  extinft  by  the  death  of  Ambrofe  Dudley,  fon  to  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  in  1589.  Henry  de  Novo-Burgo,  fecond  fon  to  the  faid 
Henry  earl  of  W arwick,  fettled  in  Dorfet,  where  Roger  his  fon  founded  the  abbey  of 
Byndon  in  1172.  From  him  in  a lineal  defcent  came  John  Newburgh,  of  Lulworth- 
Caftle  in  Dorfet,  who  married  Alice,  daughter  of  William  Carwent  of  Fayroke,  and 
widow  of  John  Weftbery  of  Berkley,  and  was  poffelfed  of  this  manor  in  1459.  Several 
of  this  family  reprefented  the  county  of  Dorfet  in  parliament. 

" In  the  reign  ofHenry  VIII.  Chriftian,  daughter  and  heirefs  to  Sir  Roger  Newburgh 
of  Lulworth,  'a  lineal  defcendant  to  the  aforefaid  John,  carried  off  a great  eftate  to  the 
Lord  Marney,  whofe  daughter  and  coheirefs  married  Thomas  Howard,  fecond  fon  to 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  was  created  Vifcount  Bindon.  Thomas  Newborough, 
coufm  to  Sir  Roger,  and  heir  male  to  this  family,  was  the  firft  who  fettled  at  Berkley, 
and  was  buried  in  this  church  in  1513;  from  him  in  a dired:  line  defcended  Roger 
Newborough,  the  laft  of  this  name,  who  was  buried  here  in  1680,  whofe  eldefh  daughter 
and  coheirefs  Anne  married  John  Prowfe,  of  Compton-Bifhop,  efq.  She  died  in  1740, 
and  is  buried  in  that  church.  In  honour  to  this  family,  now  extind,  this  infcription  was 
placed  here  by  Abigail,  widow  of  John  Prowfe,  fon  and  heir  to  the  above-named  John 

Prowfe  and  Anne  Newborough,  in  the  year  1751,  when  this  church  was  rebuilt.” 

The  arms  on  this  monument  are.  Or,  three  bends  aTdire  within  a bordure  engrailed 
gules.  Newborough. 

T^e  laft  of  the  Prowfe  family  was  Thomas  Prowfe,  efq;  knight  of  the  ftiire  for  this 
county,  who  died  about  the  year  1767,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs;  one  of  whom 
wedded  Mr.  Mordaunt,  a gentleman  defcended  from  a collateral  branch  of  the  family  of 
Mordaunts,  earls  of  Peterborough;  and  the  other,  who  now  refides  at  Berkley,  married 
in  1783  the  Rev.  John  Methuen  Rogers,  LL.  B.  the  prefent  owner  of  this  manor. 

The  refidence  of  the  Carents  was  zx.  Fayroke^  a manor  they  derived  from  the  family 
of  Fayroke,  to  which  this  ancient  village  (now  depopulated)  gave  its  name.  It  had 
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parochial  rights  and  cuftomsj  but  the  benefice  in  1460,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of 
its  revenues,  was,  with  the  confent  of  William  Carent,  efqj  patron  of  the  church  of 
Fayroke,  and  John  Newburgh,  in  right  of  Alice  his  wife,  patron  of  Berkley,  united 
and  annexed  to  the  church  of  Berkley.'* 

The  living  is  a retftory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  Mr^ 
Rogers j the  prefent  incumbent  is  the  Rev.  Ambrofe  Kent,  D.  D. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a very  neat  modern  edifice,  built  in  the  year 
1751.  Its  dimenfions  are  forty-one  feet  fquare,  and  the  roof  twenty-one  feet  high. 
Over  the  centre  of  the  building  is  an  octagonal  dome  fupported  by  four  Ionic  columns, 
and  terminated  by  a Iky -light.  At  the  weft  fide  of  the  church  is  a neat  tower  with  a 
balluftrade  railing. 

Near  the  chancel  rails  a flat  ftone  bears  the  following  infcription:— — “ Underneath 
lie  the  remains  of  Anne,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Kent,  of  Fulham  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gentleman,  who  died  061.  1 ft,  1780,  aged  47  years.  This  ftone  is  not  placed  here 
from  a vain  defire  to  chronicle  the  dead,  but  to  guard  her  afties.” 

Without  the  church  is  a fmall  mural  monument  ere6led  to  the  memory  of  Roger 
Newburgh,  efqj  the  laft  of  that  family,  who  died  in  1680. 

This  parifti  gave  birth  and  name  to  Alexander  de  Berkley,  or  Barcley,  an  elegant 
writer  of  the  fixteenth  century.  He  was  educated  at  Oriel  college  in  Oxford,  and  was 
one  of  the  collegiate  priefts  of  St.  Mary  Ottery  in  Devonfhire.  He  afterwards  entered 
into  the  order  of  St.  Benedi6t,  and  next  became  a Francifcanj  he  was  alfo  a monk  of 
Ely,  and  on  the  difiblution  of  that  monaftery,  was  prefented  to  the  vicarage  of  Wokey 
in  this  county,  and  afterwards  to  that  of  Badow-Magna  in  the  county  of  Eflex.  He  had 
alfo  the  re6lorlhip  of  All-hallows,  Lombard-ftreet,  and  died  at  Croydon  in  Surry. 
He  was  efteemed  a very  polite  writer,  and  a great  refiner  of  the  Englifti  language. 
One  of  his  books  is  entitled  “ Navis  Stultif era,  or  the  Ship  of  Fools  5”  a curious  aflem- 
blage  of  original  and  tranftated  fentiment,  illuftrated  with  wooden  cuts. 

, , > '*  Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 
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IS  fituated  five  miles  fouthward  from  Frome,  on  a little  ftream,  rifing  at  Hitching- 
green  in  the  parifh  ofWanftraw,  and  comprizes  the  two  hamlets  of  Leighton  and 
Holwell,  the  latter  romantically  fituated  in  a deep  and  narrow  valley.  Here  is  a 
very  large  wood,  called  Pojllebury,  anciently  Pojlbury,  the  only  remaining  veftige  of 
what  by  tradition  was  once  a confiderable  Roman  villa. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  the  Earl  of  Morton  was  pofTelTed  of  Cloford: 

Alured  holds  of  the  Earl,  Claford.  Five  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  nine  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
three  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  three  cottagers,  and  twelve  villanes,  and  feven- 
“ teen  bordars,  with  feven  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  three  fhillings  rent,  and  twenty 
acres  of  meadow,  and  three  hundred  acres  of  pafture,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty 
acres  of  wood.  It  was  worth  feven  pounds,  now  ten  pounds.”^ 

In  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  II.  and  III.  the  villages  of  Cloford  and  Poftbury  were  pof- 
fefled  by  the  family  of  Flory.  Giles  de  Flory  was  living  in  thefe  parts  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.'’  After  him  came  John  Flory,  lord  of  Cloford  and  Pqftbury, 
26  Edw.  I.‘  To  whom  fucceeded  John  and  Richard  Flory,  which  laft  3 Edw.  III. 
gave  one  meffuage  and  two  acres  of  land  in  Cloford  to  a chaplain  to  fay  mafs  for  the 
foul  of  him  the  faid  Richard,  and  for  the  fouls  of  his  progenitors,  in  the  parilh  church 
of  Cloford  every  day  for  ever.**  i Ric.  II.  Thomas  Flory  held  the  third  part  of  a 
knight’s'fee  in  High-Church  near  Hemington.®  18  Hen.  VI.  John  Flory  died  feized 
of  lands  and  tenements  in  Orchardleigh,  leaving  John  his  fon  and  heir.*^  The  manors 
of  Cloford  and  Leighton  have  been  for  many  generations  in  the  poffeHlon  of  the  family 
of  Horner,  fome  of  whom  had  their  refidence  here  in  the  manfion  near  the  church. 
Thomas  Horner,  efq;  is  the  prefent  owner. 

The  hamlet  of  Holwell,  in  this  parilh,  is  called  in  old  writings  Holy-Waters^ 
and  Holy-Fathers^  from  a well  there,  over  which  was  d chapel  or  cell,  much  vifited 
by  pilgrims. 

The  church  of  Cloford  was  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  Keynlham,  the  tempora- 
lities whereof  in  this  parilh  were  in  1293  valued  at  fixty-five  drillings.^  It  is  a vicarage 
in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  j the  Rev.  Mr.  Wells 
is  the  prefent  incumbent. 


* Lib.  Domefdajr. 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fmall  aile 
or  chapel  belonging  to  the  Horner  family.  At  the  weft  end  is  a modern-built  tower, 
containing  two  bells. 

In  the  chancel  is  a ftately  and  elegant  mural  monument  of  freeftone,  in  the  centre  of 
which  ftand  the  ftatues  of  a man  and  woman  in  the  drefs  of  the  laft  century;  and  on  a 

black  tablet  is  this  infeription : " Sir  George  Horner,  knt.  fell  afleepe  Feb.  9th, 

and  was  buried  Feb.  19th,  1676,  Mint,  fuse  72.”  Arms:  Sable,  three  talbots paffant, 
argent;  Horner:  impaling,  azure,  femee  of  fleurs  de  lis  or,  a lion  rampant  argent, 
iangued  gules.  This  monument  is  faid  to  have  been  put  up  in  the  life-time  of  Sir 
George  and  his  lady,  who  occafionally  fat  for  their  likenefs  whilft  the  fculptor  was 
at  work. 

On  a large  ftone  tomb  in  the  chapel  is  an  infeription  to  the  memory  of  Maurice 
Horner,  fon  of  Sir  John  Horner,  knt.  who  died  Feb.  21,  1621.  And  of  his  children, 
Thomas,  Margaret,  George,  and  Edward. 

Part  of  the  ancient  liberty  of  Hillhouse  lies  within  this  parifli;  another  part  is  in 
that  of  Elm.  Both  the  manor  and  liberty  of  Hillhoufe,  or  Helehoule,  (as  it  was  fome- 
times  written)  were  formerly  part  of  the  eftate  of  the  Gorges  family  of  Wraxal,  and 
afteiwards  pafled  to  that  pf  Horner,  with  whom  it  ftill  continues. 


ELM, 

Saxon  eLM,  from  the  quantity  of  that  wood  formerly  growing  there. 


A SMALL  parifli,  three  miles  northweft  from  Frome,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the 
edge  of  a deep  woody  vale,  winding  through  feveral  pariflies,  and  exhibiting 
fome  very  beautiful  and  romantick  feenery.  It  includes  a hamlet  called  Little-Elm, 
and  contains  about  forty  houfes,  and  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

Near  a place  called  Murder-Combe  in  the  foutheaft  part  of  the  parifli,  is  an  encamp- 
ment, fituated  on  the  edge  of  a precipice,  and  fevered  from  the  other  part  of  the  hill 
by  a vallum  on  one  fide  only;  fouth  of  it  runs  a rivulet.  The  name  of  this  ancient 
work  is  ‘Tedbury ; and  here,  in  1691,  was  dug  up  a pot  of  Roman  coins,  moft  of 
Conftantine  junior.* 


The  manor  of  Elm  is  not  noticed  in  the  Norman  Survey.  It  has  been  the  property 
of  a variety  of  families.  33  Edw.  III.  Sir  Thomas  de  Cary,  knt.  fon  and  heir  of 
Thomafme  de  Cary,  relcafed  to  John  de  Edyndone  all  his  right  in  the  manor  and 
advowfon  of  the  church  of  Elm.^  7 Hen.  V.  Elizabeth  the  widow  of  Reginald  de 


? Stukeley’s  Itin.  cur,  i,  149.  ^ 


Rot.  claus.  33  Edw.  III. 


Brecon 
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Brecon  died  feized  of  a moiety  thereof.®  36  Hen.  VI.  John  Panys,  fon  and  heir  of 
John  Panys,  of  Newbury  in  the  county  of  Berks,  granted  a leafe  of  this  manor  for 
the  term  of  forty  years  to  Thomas  Clerk  and  Margery  his  fifter.'*  9 Edward  IV. 
Humphry  Stafford,  earl  of  Devon,  died  feized  of  it.'  33  Eliz.  Henry  lord  Compton 
had  this  manor  of  Elm.  From  him  it  came  to  Spencer,  who  fold  the  fame  to 
Robert  Webb  and  Alexander  Chocke,  who  fold  it  to  Thomas  Hodges,  efq/  from 
whom  it  has  defcended  to  Henry  Strachey,  efq;  the  prefent  polfeffor. 

The  living  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  The  Rev.  Mr.  King  is  patron 
and  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a fmall  ftrudure,  having  only  an 
aile,  chancel,  and  a chevron-roofed  tower,  with  three  bells.  ^ 

On  a fmall  mural  monument  in  the  chancel,  there  is  this  infcription: " Here  lies 

the  body  of  Ann,  daughter  of  Jofeph  Francis,  redor  of  this  place,  who  died  June  19, 
1727,  aged  twelve  years,  Alfo  the  body  of  Jofeph  Francis,  redor,  who  died  June  2, 
1764,  aged  84.” 

^ _ 5 Efc.  * Rot,  Claus.  36  Hen,  VI.  f Efc.  ^ Licence  to  alienate. 


C?attinore. 


EAST-CRANMORE 

Lies  under  the  foutheaft  end  of  Mendip,  in  a long  valley,  bounded  on  either  fide 
by  high  land;  the  Hopes  covered  with  hanging  woods.  In  the  bottom,  a fmall 
ftream  riling  at  Weft-Cranmore  runs  along  the  meadows. 

The  name  fignifies  marfhy  ground  infefted  by  cranes,  from  the  Saxon  Tpan  a crane, 
and  COepe  a marfh  or  lake.  To  confirm  the  propriety  of  this  etymology,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  valley,  through  which  the  rivulet  runs,  (which 
doubtlefs  was  formerly  marfhy,  and  would  be  fo  now,  were  not  the  channel  kept  clear) 
is  at  this  day  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  oi Mere-head,  and  the  adjoining  meadow  Mere- 
Mead-,  and  although  cranes  are  not  fo  abundant  as  anciently,  when  multitudes  were 
among  the  dainties  provided  at  many  publick  entertainments  mentioned  on  record,  yet 
of  late  years  thofe  birds  have  been  obferved  here  in  greater  numbers  than  in  moft 
other  places. 

We  have  early  memorials  of  the  village  and  manor  of  Cranmore.  In  the  year  of  our 
Lord  956,  iElphege,  one  of  the  domefticks  of  King  Edwy,  gave  with  his  cbnfent  the 

manor 
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manor  of  Cranemere,  then  confifting  of  twelve  hides,  to  the  monks  of  Glaftonbury.® 
This  grant  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Edwy,  Edgar,  and  other  monarchs.  When 
King  William  the  Conqueror  came  to  the  throne,  he  continued  the  abbey  in  its  pof- 
feifions  here,  which  in  his  time  were  thus  recorded; 

Harding  holds  of  the  abbot  Crenemelle.  He  likewife  h^ld  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  twelve  hides.  The  arable  is  ten  carucates.  Thereof 
‘‘  in  demefne  are  fix  hides,  and  there  is  one  carucate,  and  fix  fervants,  and  eight  vil- 
lanes,  and  two  bordars,  and  feven  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of 
“ thirty  pence  rent,  and  fifty  acres  of  meadow,  and  fixty  acres  of  pafture,  and  one  hun- 
dred  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  four  pounds.  This  land  cannot  be  feparated  from 
the  church.”® 


Upon  fome  pretence  or  other  King  William  Rufus  felzed  this  manor,  and  appointed 
one  Ernulf  his  fteward  to  fuperintend  the  fruits  and  profits  thereof.''  But  upon  the 
petition  of  abbot  Herlewin  in  iioi,  it  was  reftored,  and  Kmg  Henry  I.  eredled  this 
diftridl,  including  Eaft  and  Weft-Cranmore,  (as  they  are  now  diftinguiflied)  into  a 
liberty  of  itfelf,  exempt  from  all  fuits  and  lervice  to  the  hundred  courts.  It  was  not 
long,  however,  that  the  monks  had  quiet  pofiTeflion  of  this  manor;  for  in  the  great 
conteft  between  them  and  Joceline  bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  concerning  the  union  of 
their  abbacy  to  that  fee,  Cranmore,  with  many  other  good  pofleflions,  was  by  way  of 
pacification  given  up  to  the  biftioprick.'*  41  Hen.  III.  Bifliop  William  Bitton  obtained 
a charter  of  free  warren  in  this  his  manor f and  his  fuccefibrs  enjoyed  it  till  the  time  of 
Edward  VI.  when  it  is  found  among  the  poflefiions  of  Edward  Duke  of  Somerfet,  in 
whofe  fchedule  it  is  valued  at  23I.  8s.  id.^  It  was  foon  after  jointly  purchafed  by  Mr. 
Horner,  and  Mr.  Bradford.  The  moiety  purchafed  by  Mr.  Horner  has  defcended  in 
a regular  fucceffion  in  the  male  line  to  the  prefent  Thomas  Horner,  efq.  The  other 
moiety  continued  in  the  Bradford  name  till  the  year  1713,  when  Benjamin  Bradford, 
dying  without  ifiue,  devifed  it  to  Mr.  John  Moore,  his  filler’s  grandfon,  whofe 
daughter  and  only  child  married  William  Jones,  efq;  in  whofe  filler,  Mrs.  Mary  Jones 
ofStowey,  it  is  now  veiled  in  fee.  Some  time  after  the  joint  purchafe  of  the  manor, 
a deed  of  partition  was  made,  and  the  manor-houfe,  a large  fquare  building,  which 
appears  to  have  undergone  but  little  alteration  in  its  outward  form  fince  that  time,  the 
offices  being  built  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  and  llill  retaining  the  name  of  the  Crofs-Houfe, 
became  part  of  Bradford’s  lhare,  and  palTed  in  like  manner  with  that  moiety  of  the  ellate. 
The  arms  of  Bradford  were,  j4zure,  a felTe  between  three  griffins’  heads  erz^ed  argenf. 

In  the  year  1770  an  adl  was  paffed  for  inclofing  that  partof  Mendip  lying  within  the 
parjlhes  of  Eall  and  Well- Cranmore,  which,  it  is  faid,  was  the  firll  inclofure  made  in 


Johan.  Glafton.  Hift.  de  rebus  Glafton.  126.  '>  Lib.  Domefday. 

“ Johan.  Glafton.  et  Ad.  Domerham  Hift. 


Regift.  Abbat.  Glafton. 


« Cart.  41  Hen.  III.  m.  5.  There  is  extant  a curious  deed,  printed  in  Upton  de  Studio  Militari  1654,  wherein 
-one  Henry  de  Fernbureg  engages  for  the  fum  of  thirty  marks  fteriing,  to  be  always  ready  to  fight  as  the  Abbot 
of  Glaftonbury’s  champion,  in  defence  of  the  right  which  he  had  in  the  manors  of  Cranmore  and  Pucklechurch, 
againft  the  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells;  the  Dean  of  Wells,  and  all  other  his  champions  whatfoever.  Dat.  Lond, 
aS  die  Ai)r.  42  Hen.  III. 


^ MS.  Valor. 


that 
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that  foreft  under  fuch  a fanflion.  A bank  thrown  up  between  the  pariflies  of  Eaft- 
Cranmore  and  Downhead,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Rough-Ditch^  was  confidei  ed  as 
the  boundary  between  themj  but  the  fame  bank  being  continued  at  intervals  through 
other  pariflies,  where  it  certainly  is  no  boundary,  towards  Mafberry-caftle,  it  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  in  fome  refped:  appertenant  to  that  encampment.  From  its  terminating 
at  a very  high  point,  whence  an  enemy  might  be  feen  at  a very  great  diftance,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  it  was  an  out-poft  of  obfervation,  defended  by  a ditch  and  bank  as  a breaft-work. 

Eaft-Cranmore  is  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Doulting;  and  the  inhabitants  dying  have  their 
burial  at  Weft-Cranmore.  The  chapel  is  a neat  fmall  building  dedicated  to  St.  James. 
It  has  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  marble,  infcribed  to  William  Jones,  efq;  and 
another  to  James  Moore,  of  Chilcompton,  gent. The  number  of  houfes  is  ten. 


W E S T - C R A N M O R E. 


CONTIGUOUS  to  Eaft-Cranmore,  but  within  the  confines  of  the  hundred  of 
Wells-Forum,  lies  Weft-Cranmore,  in  a flattifli  vale,  bounded  on  the  north, 
fouth,  and  eaft,  by  high  lands.  It  is  tolerably  well  wooded,  and  watered  by  feveral 
rivulets  from  fprings  rifing  in  the  parifh. 

There  is  no  furvey  of  two  places  of  the  name  of  Cranmore  in  the  Norman  record,  tho’ 
the  monks  of  Glaftonbury  had  pofleffiohs  in  both.  The  manerial  property  of  Weft-Cran- 
more has  been  for  ages  vefted  in  lay  hands;  and  now  belongs  to  John  Strode,  efq;  who 
has  a handfome  feat  on  a fmall  eminence  fouthward  from  the  church,  called  South-HilL 
This  family  derive  their  defcent  from  Warine  de  la  Strode,  lord  of  Strode  in  the 
county  of  Dorfet  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror;  in  whofe  retinue  he  is  faid  to 
have  come  into  this  country  out  of  Bretagne  in  France.  He  was  father  of  Sir  William 
de  Strode,  knf.  who  was  of  Strode,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Ermine^  on  a canton  JaUe  an 
etoile  of  five  points  argent.  To  him  fucceeded  Flugh  de  Strode  his  fon  and  heir,  who 
was  living  8 Henry  1.  and  had  iflue  two  fons.  Sir  John  Strode,  knt.  and  Robert.  Sir 
John  the  eldeft  was  of  Strode  aforefaid,  and  was  father  of  Sir  Hugh  de  Strode,  knt. 
who  had  iflue  a fon  named  Henry,  who  married  Maud  Fichett  Beaupre,  and  by  her  had 
two  fons,  Hugh  and  Edward.  Hugh  the  eldeft  married  Beatrice,  one  of  the  daughters 
and  coheirs  of  Sir  John  de  Button,  knt.  by  Hawife  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Matthew 
de  Furneaux,  by  whom  he  had  iflue  Henry  de  Strode,  who  married  Elizabeth  daughter 
and  heir  of  John  Brent,  and  was  father  of  Richard  Strode,  who  fucceeded  to  the  eftates. 
He  was  thrice  married;  his  firft  wife  was  Margaret  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Gerard, 
efq;  by  whom  he  had  iflue  William  de  Strode,  who  married  Alice  daughter  and  heir 
of  Roger  de  Ledred,  of  Somerton  in  this  county,  and  by  her  had  two  fons,  William 
and  John.  William  the  eldeft  fon  was  of  Chalmington  in  Dorfetfiiire,  and  was  pro- 
genitor to  the  Strodes  of  Parnham  in  that  county.  John  the  fecond  fon  was  feated  at 
Shepton-Mallet  in  this  county,  and  married  Joan  daughter  of  John  Okie,  by  whom  he 
had  iflue  Walter  Strode,  who  fucceeded  him’  in  the  eftate  at  Shepton-Mallet,  and  was 
father  of  Thomas  Strode,  who  had  two  fons,  John  and  Edward. 

VoL,  II.  E e 
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John,  the  eldeft  Ion  of  Thomas  Strode,  left  iflue  a fon  named  Stephen,  who  married 
Mary  daughter  of  Richard  Hodges,  and  was  father  of  Thomas  Strode  of  Shepton- 
Mallet  in  1623.  Which  Thomas  was  twice  married;  his  firft  wife  was  Alice  daughter 
of  Maklin  Bulliford,  of  the  county  of  Devon,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter  Alice,  who 

died  without  iflue;  to  his  fecond  wife  he  married  Anne,  daughter  of Lane,  of 

Mells,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters,  Abigail  and  Hannah. 

Edward  Strode,  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Strode  abovementioned,  married  Alice 
daughter  of  Robert  Whiting,  brother  of  Richard  Whiting,  abbot  of  Glaftonbuiy,  and 
by  her  had  ifliie  three  fons,  Thomas,  who  is  ftiled  of  Batcomb  in  this  county,  and 
William  and  Edward,  both  of  Shepton-Mallet. 

Thomas  the  eldeft  fon,  by  his  wife  the  daughter  of Blanchard,  efq;  had  iflue  two 

fons,  viz.  John,  who  married  a daughter  of  John  Hippifley,  of  Gamely  in  this  county, 
efq;  and  James,  who  married  Amy  daughter  of  Richard  Pitt,  efq. 

W illiam,  the  fecond  fon  of  Edward  and  Alice  Strode  abovementioned,  was  of  Shepton- 
Mallet;  he  married  Elizabeth  daughter  and  heir  of  Geffrey  Upton,  by  whom  he  had 
three  fons,  Geffrey,  George,  and  William;  and  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Thomafine. 
Geffrey  the  eldeft  was  of  Shepton-Mallet;  he  married  firft  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
William  Filiol,  of  Marnhull  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  by  whom  he  had  William*  his  fon 
and  heir,  George,  John,  Geffrey,  Edward,  Jofias,  Elizabeth,  and  Anne.  His  fecond 
wife  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Barnard.  George,  the  fecond  fon  of  William  Strode, 
was  of  London,  and  by  his  wife  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Crifpe,  of  that  city,  efq; 
had  iflue  three  fons,  Thomas  who  fucceeded  him,  George,  and  William,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Rebecca  and  Anne.  William,  the  third  fon  of  William  Strode,  was  of  London, 
and  married  Joan  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  Barnard,  of  Downfide,  efq;'’  by  whom 
he  had  iflue  Edward  Strode,  who  was  father  of  James  Strode,  who  by  Amy  his  wife, 
the  daughter  of  Edward  Court,  had  iflue  four  fons,  Carew,  John,  George,  and  Edward, 
and  a daughter  named  Betty.  Carew  Strode,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of — 
Skinner,  had  iflue  James,  Edward,  and  Elizabeth.  James  the  eldeft  married  the  daugh- 
ter of Head,  efq;  of  Berkfliire,  but  had  no  iflue,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Edward, 

father  of  John  Strode,  who  married  Mary  daughter  of Simpfon,  efq;  of  Penrith  in 

Cumberland,  and  was  father  of  John  Strode,  who  married  Sophia  daughter  of  Sir  Harry 
Parker,  bart.  and  alfo  of  Edward,  Elizabeth,  Anne,  and  Hervey. 

Edward,  the  third  fon  of  Edward  and  Alice  Strode  beforementioned,  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Philip  Pore,  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  efq;  and  had  iflue  Edward,  who  inhe- 
rited the  eftate,  and  George,  who  was  ofMilbrook  in  this  county;  which  George  mar- 
ried Margery,  daughter  of  Richard  Smith  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  had  ifllie  by  her, 
James  his  fon  and  heir,  John,  Philip,  Thomas,  and  Mary. 

The  family  arms  are.  Ermine^  on  a canton  fallen  a crefcent  argent. 

The  living  of  Weft-Cranmore  is  a curacy  in  the  deanery  of  Cary,  and  like  Eaft- 
Cranmore,  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Doulting.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bilhop  is  the  prefent  in- 
cumbent. The  church  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  a north  aile.  At  the  weft  end 
is  a handfome  tower,  containing  five  bells, 

” Col.  William  Strode,  one  of  the  five  members  demanded  by  King  Charles  I.  out  of  the  Houfeof  Commons. 

‘ See  vol.  iii.  p.  464.  Jt)UnlirCD 
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LAVER  TON 

IS  fituated  in  a pleafant  vale,  finely  wooded,  to  the  north  of  the  town  of  Frome. 

The  number  of  families  the  parilh  contains  is  thirty,  and  of  inhabitants  about  one 
hundred  and  fixty.  Here  are  fome  confiderable  woods,  and  elm  and  afh  timber 
grows  in  great  plenty;  fome  very  large,  particularly  in  a field  near  the  church,  where 
there  are  feveral  elm  tre'es  upwards  of  eighty  feet  in  height,  and  the  trunks  (three 
feet  above  ground)  from  eleven  to  fixteen  feet  in  circumference.  One  of  them  fpreads 
two  hundred  and  forty  feet.  A fmall  river  runs  under  a ftone  bridge,  and  empties 
itfelf  into  the  Frome. 

The  Domefday  Survey  tells  us  this  manor  was  the  property  of  William  de  Ow‘. 

“ Herbert  holds  of  William,  Lavretone.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded 
for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  ten  carucates. , In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  and 
two  fervants,  and  fix  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There  are 
‘‘  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and  fixty  acres  of  pafture,  and  fixty  acres  of  wood.  When 
“ he  received  it,  it 'was  worth  feven  pounds,  now  eight  pounds.”® 

It  was  of  the  fee  of  Roger  le  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk,  and  marlhal  of  England,  and  was 
held  of  that  honour  for  feveral. generations  by  the  family  of  Panes.  35  Edw.- 1.  Thomas 
de  Panes  held  it  by  the  fervice.of  one  knight’s  fee.**  36  Edw.  III.  Robert  de  Panes 
pofTefied  the  fame,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  John  de  Panes,  who  died  i Ric.  II.' 
6 Ric.  II.  the  manor  was  the  property  of  Edmund  Moigne,  to  whom  fucceeded 
Edmund  his  fon,  and  to  him  his  brother  John  Moigne.‘‘  It  had  formerly  given  name 
to  a family  of  which  divers  are  mentioned  in  the  early  records,  but  were  of  Ihort  duration 
in  thefe  parts.  After  the  Panes  and  other  pofleflbrs,  it  became  the  eftate  of  the 
Gournays,  and  thence  was  attached  to  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  whereto  it  now  belongs. 

The  living,  valued  in  1292  at  ten  pounds,'  Is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and 
in  the  gift  of  the  bilhop  of  the  diocefe.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Keate  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew,  is  a fmall  ftrudure,  52  feet  long, 
and  20  wide.  At  the  weft  end  is  a tower,  eight  feet  high,  containing  three  bells. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  there  is  a handfome  monument  of  ftone, “To  the 

memory  of  John  eldeft  fon  of  John  Yerbury,  of  Frome  in  this  county,  gent,  by  Mary 
his  wife,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  John  Brent,  of  Winborne  in  the  county  of  Dorfet, 
efq.  He  married  Joan  Ralins  of  this  place,  and  died  July  i,  1691,  aged  35.  To 
the  memory  alfo  of  John,  eldeft  fon  of  the  above  John  and-  Joan -Yerbury,  who  died 

® Lib.  Domefday,  ^ Lib.  Feod.  ■ ' Efc.  “Ibid.  ' Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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OA.  i8,  1751,  aged  70.  To  the  memory  of  Ann,  wife  of  John  Yerbury:  fhe  died 
Jan.  24,  1756,  aged  74.”  Arms:  Quarterly,’  firft  and  fourth,  per  fefle  or  and  argent ^ 
overall  a lion  rampant  ; Yerbury.  Second  and  third,  gujes^  a wivern  fegreant, 
the  tail  nowed,  argent:  Brent. 

The  Rev.  John  Farwell  was  minifter  of  this  parifh  in  the  troubles  of  the  laft  century, 
And  v.^as  fequeftered  from  his  living,  but  afterwards  reftored. 


L ULLINGTON 

Stands  three  miles  north  from  Frome,  in  the  centre  of  a rich  vale  well  wooded 
and  watered.  The  houfes  are  thirty  in  number,  moftly  farms,  and  cottages  of 
rough  ftone  thatched,  and  the  inhabitants  one  hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  whole 
parifii  contains  feven  hundred  and  nmety  acres  of  land,  chiefly  pafture,  and  worth 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  {hillings  an  acre.  The  river  Frome  wafhes  the  lower  part  of 
the  parifh. 

It  was  formerly  written  Loligtone,  and  belonged  to  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances,  as  we 
read  in  the  Norman  Survey: 

The  Bifliop  himfelf  holds  Loligtone.  Earl  Harold  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  feven  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  ten  cottagers  with  four 
ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  twenty  {hillings  rent,  and  twenty  acres  of  meadow. 
“ Wood  fix  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  was  worth  four  pounds,  now 
“ one  hundred  {hillings.”^ 

The  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  held  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  as  of 
the  manor  of  Trowbridge,  was  afterwards  conferred  on  the  priory  of  Longleat  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  the  temporalities  whereof  here  were  valued  in  1293  at  fixty  {hillings.'’ 
At  the  diflblution  of  that  priory  29  Hen.  VIII.  it  was  granted  to  John,  prior  of  the 
Carthufian  monaftery  at  Hinton  in  this  county;  but  the  fucceeding  prior  of  that 
monaftery  (Edmund  Hord)  furrendcred  it  to  the  King,  who,  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  fame  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford.  Which  faid  Earl  the 
year  following  {'old  it,  together  with  the  Longleat  eftate,  to  Sir  John  Thynne,  from 
whom  it  has  defcended  through  feven  generations  to  the  prefent  Lord  Vifcount 
Weymouth,  who  is  now  lord  of  the  manor. 

The  living  is  a reflory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  (valued  in  1292  at  fix  pounds')  and 
in  the  patronage  of  Lord  Weymouth.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Mayfon  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  and  is  a fmall  ftrudture  of  Saxon  archi- 
tedure,  ^ having  a large  embattled  tower  in  the  centre  containing  one  bell.  The 

* J.ib.  Domefdaj^.  ? Taxat.  Temporal.  f Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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four  corner  pillars  which . fupport  this  tower  are  cluftered;  fom^  of  the  members 
wrought  in  wreaths  j and  their  capitails  ornamented  with  grotefque  figures  of  birds  and 
ftrange  beafts.  The  arch  which  feparates  the  nave  from  the  chancel  is  zig-zag.  On 
the  north  fide  of  the  church  is  an  elegant  door-way  (long  fmce  clofed)  of  very  fine 
Saxon  workmanfhip,  having  over  it  on  a corbel  the  image  of  the  Virgin  and  the  Holy 
Child. 

In  the  church-yard  is  a tomb  infcribed  to  the  memory  of  Joan  King,  Richard  Pob- 
jay,  William  Oborn,  and  Mary  Oborn.  Mrs.  Oborn  gave  by  deed  forty  fhillings  per 
annum,  payable  out  of  land  at  Frome,  to  be  applied  to  the  repairing  of  this  tornbi 
and  the  furplus  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor  at  Chriftmas. 


MARSTON-BIGOT 

IS  fituated  two  miles  northeaft  from  Frome,  in  an  open  country,  and  on  the  foutheail: 

flope  of  an  eafy  hill,  overlooking  a fine  vale,  about  three  miles  broad,  beyond 
which  the  view  is  terminated  by  a range  of  lofty  hills  from  Warminfter  to  Stourton. 
A fbream  rifing  near  Stourton  forms  a little  brook,  which  runs  through  this  parilh  in 
its  way  to  the  Frome,  and  has  over  it  feveral  fmall  ftone  bridges,  kept  up  by  the  parilh. 

The  manor  of  Marjion  is  of  great  antiquity,  having  belonged  at  the  Conqueft  to 
Roger  Arundel,  one  of  the  loyal  attendants  on  the  Norman  Conqueror.  His  eftatc 
here  has  the  following  defcription; 

Roger  himfelf  holds  Mersitone.  .ffiluert  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  gelded  for  three  hides  and  a half.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
“ one  carucate,  and  two  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  fourteen  cottagers  having  five 
“ ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fix  Ihillings  rent,  and  fixteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  one 
“ hundred  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  one  mile  long,  and  as  much  broad.  It  is  worth 
feven  pounds.”* 

The  Bigods,  or  Bigots,  who  gave  the  cognomen  to  the  vill,  were  a branch  of  the 
earls  of  Norfolk  of  that  name,  and  earls  marlhaPof  England.  Before  their  time  the 
manor  had  been  poflelTed  by  the  family  of  De  Wandeftrie,  feated  from  veiy  ancient 
times  at  Wanftraw,  in  this  neighbourhood,  from  which  they  had  their  name.  There 
appear  on  record  fix  generations  of  that  name,’’  the  laft  of  whom  was  Odo  de  Wan- 
dellrie,  who  9 Joh.  gave  to  the  King  ten  marks  for  his  livery  of  half  a knight’s  fee  in 
Marfton.^  But  in  the  fucceeding  reign  the  whole  parilh  became  the  property  of  the 
Bigods.  Walter  de  Bigot  was  lord  of  it  43  Hen.  III.'*  and  was  fucceeded  by  Richard 
de  Bigod  his  fon,  who,  incurring  the  difpleafure  of  King  Edw.  II.  by  fortifying  his 
manfion  here  without  licenfe,  and  difrefpeding  the  King’s  meflenger,  forfeited  his  land 

* lib,  Doraefday.  »■  Cart.  Antiq.  ‘ Rot.  Pip.  9 Joh.  Rot.  Pip.  43  Hen.  III. 
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here  to  the  crown,  and  it  was  alligned  in  truft  for  a certain  time  to  William  de  Meriet, 
John  de  Meriet,  and  others.'  In  the  time  of  Hen.  V.  it  was  held  by  the  Orchard 
family  of  the  lords  ofWanftraw;  and  in  that  of  Edw.  IV.  by  William  Lord  Stourton.^ 
The  manfion  of  its  ancient  lords  is  ftill  known  by  the  name  of  Marfton-Moat-,  but 
not  a ftone  thereof  remains.  The  ground  within  the  moat  is  about  forty  yards  by 
thirty-fix.  The  moat  is  about  twenty  feet  broad  j the  rampire  without,  in  the  middle, 
about  ten  feet  high,  but  lower  at  the  corners.  Near  this  fpot  is  a meadow  called 
Conquer  of s-Meady  a name  commemorative  of  fome  ancient  battle,  and  in  it  a tumulus, 
or  burial  place. 

To  this  ancient  ftrufture  has  fucceeded  (though  in  a different  fituadon)  a mail  ele- 
gant and  fplendid  manfion,  built  by  the  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orreiy,  the  prefent  owner 
of  the  manor.  It  is  fituated  on  a rifing  ground,  which  commands  an  agreeably  diver- 
fified  profpedl  over  an  extenfive  vale  of  pafture  land.  Alfred’s  tower,  which  Hands  on 
the  pleafure-grounds  of  Stourhead,  forming  a fine  termination  on  the  fouthweft; 
the  place  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  at  Bradley,  and  that  of  Lord  Weymouth 
at  Longleat,  with  the  weftern  downs  of  Wiltlhire,  bounding  the  view  on  the  fouth 
and  foutheaft.^ 

* Cart.  Antiq.  * Efc. 


* Thehoufe  is  of  modern  conftruftion  and  great  extent,  being  365  feet  long.  The  principal  entrance  is  into  a 
fpacious  hall,  43  feet  by  21,  of  the  Dorick  architedlure,  four  pillars  and  as  many  pilafters  of  that  order  fupporting 
the  middle  part  of  the  ceiling.  The  floor  is  of  black  and  white  marble,  intermixed  with  blue  Kennton  ftone. 
This  room  is  enriched  with  a variety  of  good  portraits  of  the  ancient  and  honourable  family  of  the  Boyles,  and 
their  connexions  of  affinity,  among  which  is  a very  good  one  of  Richard  the  firft  Earl  of  Cork,  and  Lord  High 
Treafurer  of  Ireland,  who  was  created  a peer  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 

The  Eati  N g-Room  Is  a handfome  apartment  eaft  of  the  hall,  30  feet  by  20,  enriched  with  a Corinthian  cor- 
nice with  carved  modillons  painted  green  and  white,  alfo  a chimney-piece  of  marble  purely  white.  It  is  further 
ornamented  with  many  very  good  paintings,  among  which  are 

Sufanna  and  the  Elders,  by  Guercino  da  Cento  The  Afcenfion,  by  two  difciples  of  Raphael 

Lot  and  his  Daughters,  by  the  fame  and 

The  Death  of  Cleopatra,  by  Carracci  An  Old  Woman,  by  Rembrandt. 


The  Anti-Room,  leading  to  the  Drawing-Room,  Isa  handfome  apartment  weft  of  the  hall,  27  feet  by  13,  iil 
which  is  a well-wrought  chimney-piece  of  white,  Sienna,  and  various  coloured  marble ; and  is  enriched  with  a 
variety  of  very  good  paintings,  among  which  are  the  following ; 

The  Virgin  and  Child,  by  Guido  Adtaeon  and  Diana,  by  Francefco  Mola 

Hippomenes  and  Atalanta,  by  Poulfin  A Head,  by  Holbein 

Two  Landfcapes,  by  Zuccarelli  Difcovery  of  Achilles,  by  Vandyk 

The  Finding  of  Mofes,  by  Polemburg  A Head,  by  Carlo  Dolci ; and 

Two  Converfation  Pieces,  by  Teniers,  fen.  A Head  of  a Turk,  by  Vandyk. 


The  Drawing-Room  is  an  elegant  apartment,  20  feet  by  19,  with  a recefs  of  three  feet,  behind  four  Ionic 
pillars  on  circular  pedeftals  and  fquare  plinths.  The  chimney-piece  is  of  white  marble,  bordered  with  green  and 
black,  enriched  with  eafy  fculpture  in  ftrong  relievo.  The  ceiling  is  of  elegant  ftucco,  handfomely  painted  in 
diftemper.  Every  piece  of  painting  in  this  room  is  truly  valuable ; the  fubjedts  are  as  follow : 


A Piece  of  Architedture,  by  Viviano 
Jacob  and  Rebecca,  by  Paul  Veronefe 
Two  Landfcapes,  by  Bartolomeo 
A Boy  catching  Fleas,  by  Murillio 
Abraham  offering  up  hisfon,  by  Teniers 


A Head,  by  Rembrandt 

The  Holy  Family,  by  Perugin 

John  the  Baptift,  by  Cirro  Ferri 

A Child  brought  to  Chrift,  by  Lanfranco;  and 

The  Marriage  of  St.  Catherine,  by  Carlo  Maratti. 


The  Library  is  26  feet  by  24,  fitted  up  and  furniffied  in  the  moft  elegant  ftile,  and  enriched  with  q choice 
colledlion  of  the  moft  efteemed  authors.  - The  cafes  are  ornamented  with  fluted  pilafters,  and  the  cor.iicc  enriched 

with 
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In  the  pleafure-ground  belonging  to  this  feat,  is  a neat  little  cottage  of  one  room 

only,  fitted  up  by  the  prefent  Earl,  in  commemoration  of  the  following  anecdote, 

Upon  the  death  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  Roger  Earl  of  Orrery  quitted  the  fervice  of 
the  Parliament  in  Ireland,  and  retired  to  this  his  feat  at  Marfton,  which  his  father  had 
purchafed  of  Sir  John  Hippilley.  The  parifh  church  was  very  near  the  manfion-houfe, 
and  Lord  Orrery  never  failed  to  go  thither  on  Sundays;  but  having  one  day  fet  there 
fome  time,  and  being  ‘difappointed  of  the  then  qualified  minilter,  his  Lotdfhip  was 
preparing  to  return  home,  when  his  fteward  told  him  a perfon  in  the  church  offered  to 
preach.  His  Lordfhip  (though  he  looked  on  the  propolal  only  as  a piece  of  enthufiafm) 
gave  permiflion,  and  was  never  more  furprized  or  delighted  than  with  the  fermon, 
which  was  filled  with  learning,  fenfe,  and  piety.  His  Lordfhip  would  not  fuffer  the 
preacher  to  efcape  unknown,  but  invited  him  to  dinner;  and  enquiring  of  him  his 
name,  life,  and  fortune,  received  this  anfwer:  ^ My  Lord,  my  name  IsAsber^iy;  I 
‘ am  a clergyman  of  the  church  of  England,  and  a loyal  fubjeft  to  the  King.  I have 
‘ lived  three  years  in  a poor  cottage  under  your  garden  wall,  within  a few  paces  of  your 
‘ Lordfhip’s  houfe ; my  fon  lives  with  me,  and  we  dig  and  read  by  turns.  I have  a 
‘ little  money,  and  fome  few  books,  and  I fubmit  cheerfully  to  the  will  of  Providence.’ 
This  worthy  and  learned  man  (for  fuch  Lord  Orrery  always  called  him)  lived  fome 
years  longer  at  Marfton,  under  an  allowance  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum,  which  his 
Lordfhip  obtained  for  him,  without  an  obligation  of  taking  the  covenant,  and  died 
there  defervedly  lamented. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  ofFrome,  and  in  the  gift  of  Lord  Weymouth. 
The  I^ev.  Mr.  Clarke  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  It  was  anciently  appropriated  to  the 
abbey  of  Cirencefter  in  Gloucefterfhire,  and  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks." 

The  church  (which  has  lately  been  taken  down,  and  another  ereding)  was  a fmall 
ftrudure,  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  and  contained  no  monuments. 

with  various  bufts  and  figures  in  marble  and  bronze.  The  volumes,  which  amount  to  near  feven  thoufand,  are  of 
elegant  binding  and  in  choice  prefervation.  In  this  room  is  an  excellent  portrait  of  that  indefatigable  philofopher 
and  truly  good  man,  tbe  Honourable  Robert  Boyle,  efq;  whofe  communications  to  the  world  are  fuch  an  inefti- 
mable  treafury  of  knowledge  as  does  honour  to  the  wifdom  of  human  nature,  and  will  be  held  in  reverence  as  long 
as  any  refpedi  is  paid  to  the  merit  of  fcience.  Here  is  alfo  the  original  Orrery, invented  by  Charles  Earl  of  Orrery, 
the  grandfather  of  the  prefent  Earl.  This  inftrument  is  thirty  inches  in  diameter. 

Adjoining  this  apartment  is  an  elliptical  Dressing-Room,  26  feet  by  17,  in  which  are  the  following  paintings ; 
Mars  and  Venus,  by  Jean  de  Rein  A Fox  breaking  cover,  by  Elmer 

The  Queen  Mothe.-,  by  Vandyk  and 

King  Charles  III.  a copy  by  ditto  A Girl  with  a balket  of  eggs,  by  Pond. 

The  little  Breakfast-Room  is  iSfeetby  17,  in  which  are  feveral  modern  pieces  of painting,  on  game  and 
hunting  fubjefts.  Here  is  likewife  an  Air-Pump,  of  the  invention  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  before-mentioned  ; 
which  is  the  fecond  of  that  valuable  machine  that  was  made,  the  firft  being  by  himfelf  prefented  to  the  Royal 
Society.  It  works  with  one  pifton  only;  yet,  confidering  the  few  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  this 
machine  fince  its  invention,  the  original  will  be  viewed  by  philofophers  as  a capital  effort  of  genius,  and  juftly 
worthy  of  attention. 

Beftdes  the  rooms  above  defcribed,  are  a State-Room,  30  feet  by  22  ; another  elliptical  Drefling-Room,  22 
feet  by  II,  with  a recefs  of  5 feet ; and  a Billiard-Room,  30  feet  by  17 ; in  each  of  which  a truetafte  of  archi- 
tefture  prevails. 
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In  the  church-yard  is  a fine  old  yew-tree,  twenty-three  feet  in  circumference  at  the 
height  of  four  feet  above  the  furface  of  the  ground. 

Within  this  parifh  is  a hamlet  lying  a mile  northweft  from  Frome,  called  Br  adford’s- 
Bridge;  as  alfo  an  ancient  and  depopulated  vill,  called  Ham,  or  Monks-Ham,  by 
reafon  of  its  having  formerly  belonged  to  the  monks  of  Witham,  to  whom  the  manor 
was  given  by  Edmund  earl  of  Cornwall.  After  the  diflblption  it  was  granted  to 
William  lord  Stourton,  who  fold  It  to  Sir  John  Thynne,  knt.  anceftor  to  Lord 
Weymouth. 


N U N N E Y 

IS  a large  parifh  fituated  three  miles  fouthweft  from  Frome,  and  fifteen  fouth  from 
Bath,  in  a dry  and  healthy  fpot,  partly  hilly  and  partly  plain.  The  lands  are 
chiefly  pafture,  and  in  value  from  ten  to  forty  fhillings  an  acre;  the  foil  at  fix  or  eight 
inches  depth  is  either  a bed  of  clay,  or  flratum  of  ftone.  Of  the  latter  there  are  feveral 
quarries  of  fine  blue  lyas,  fo  hard  as  to  take  a fine  polifh,  and  is  equal  to  many  of  the 
Englifli  marbles.  The  parifli  abounds  with  oak  timber,  which  here  thrives  well,  and 
there  are  fome  curious  moffes  on  the  fliaggy  Hopes  of  the  hills.  In  the  adjoining 
parifh  of  Cloford  a fpring  rifes,  called  Holywell^  or  HolwelU  from  which  a brook  runs 
through  Nunney,  in  its  way  to  Whatley,  Elm,  and  Bradford’s- Bridge,  where  it  joins 
the  river  Frome.  This  ftream  contains  excellent  trout  and  eels,  and  has  a bridge  of 
three  arches  over  it  in  the  ftreet  of  Nunney  village,  through  which  it  runs. 

The  village  is  confiderable,  and  confifts  of  alongflreet,  containing  fome  good  and 
pleafant  dwellings.  On  the  north  fide  of  it,  but  feparated  from  it  by  a moat,  ftands 
the  caflle,  which,  though  not  large,  is  a fine  veflige  of  antiquity. 

This  edifice  was  raifed  by  Sir  John  Delamere,  lord  of  this  place,  about  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  Its  form  is  a double  fquare,  with  a round  tower  at  each  corner. 
The  following  are  its  dimenfions: 

Length  from  eafl  to  weft  64  feet,  breadth  27  feet; 

Circumference  without  the  walls,  240  feet; 

Corner  towers  16  feet  In  diameter  within; 

The  fide  walls  8 feet  and  a half  thick; 

. Walls  of  the  towers  7 feet  thick; 

The  entrance  door,  which  is  on  the  northweft  fide,  4 feet  wide  and  9 high; 

The  towers  and  fide  walls  63  feet  high. 

Upon  thefe  towers  are  four  turrets,  two  thirds  the  height  of  the  former,  rifing  fifteen 
feet  above  them,  and  moftly  covered  with  ivy,  as  alfo  are  the  upper  parts  of  fome  of 
the  towers,  on  the  tops  of  which  are  feveral  afh  trees,  and  other  Ihrubs,  fome  of  them 
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rifmg  above  the  broken  tops  of  the  turrets,  exhibiting  a fine  pidurefque  fcene  of 
defolated  grandeur.  , 

This  caftle  confifted  of  four  ftories,  but  the  floors  are  all  fallen  in.  On  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  ground  floor  are  two  chimney-pieces  twelve  feet  wide;  and  in  the  northweft 
tower  are  the  remains  of  a grand  ftaircafe,  which  reached  to  the  top  of  the  caftle. 

An  elliptical  moat,  twenty  feet  wide  and  ten  deep,  furrounded  the  whole  building; 
but  is  now  almoft  filled  up  with  weeds  and  rubbifh.  It  communicates  with  the  river, 
and  formerly  had  an  embattled  wall  round  it  twelve  feet  high. 

Leland,  who  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  gives  us  the  following 
account  of  the  ftate  of  this  building  in  his  days:  “ Ther  is  a praty  caftle  at  the  wefte 
end  of  the  paroche  churche,  havynge  at  eche  end  by  northe  and  fouthe  2 praty 
rownd  towres  gatheryd  by  cumpace  to  joyne  in  to  one.  The  waulls  be  very  ftronge 
and  thykke,  the  ftayres  narow,  the  lodginge  within  fomewhat  darke.  It  ftandithe 
on  the  lefte  ripe  of  the  ryver  devidithe  [deviding]  it  from  the  churche  yarde.  The 
eaftell  is  motyd  about,  and  this  mote  is  fervid  by  watar  conveyed  into  it  owte  of  the 
ryver.  There  is  a ftronge  waulle  withe  owt  the  mote  rounde  about  favinge  at  the  eft 
parte  of  the  eaftell  where  it  is  defendyd'  by  the  brooke.”* 

In  the  civil  wars  of  the  laft  century  this  caftle  was  garrifoned  for  the  King,  and  had 
in  it  a large  magazine;  but  was  taken  Sept.  8,  1645,  by  the  Parliament  army,  together 
with  all  its  ftores,  and  burnt,  to  prevent  its  future  fervice  to  the  King.  The  effeds  of 
the  fiege  are  ftill  vifible  in  the  fhattered  walls. 

Near  the  fouth  end  of  the  caftle  is  a large  old  manfion,  called  Cajlle-houfe,  now  in 
a ftate  of  decay,  and  uninhabited,  excepting  a few  back  rooms  which  are  occupied  by 
a farmer.  At  the  entrance  of  the  court-yard  are  large  iron  gates,  and  over  them  a coat 
bearing,  in  chief  guttee  a lion  paflfantlangued;  inbafe  three  lions’  heads  erafed  langued. 

A fair  for  cattle,  ftieep,  and  pigs,  is  held  here  on  the  i ith  of  November. 

This  parifh  includes  a hamlet  and  manor  called  Trudox-Hill,  a name  which  be- 
fpeaks  it  of  fome  antiquity;  but  it  is  not  mentioned  in  Domefday,  and  but  little  noticed 
in  the  records  of  fucceeding  reigns.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont. 
A revel  is  held  in  this  hamlet  on  Holy  Thurfday.  It  formerly  had  a chapel,  long  fince 
deftroyed,  but  is  ftill  fo  confiderable  as  to  contain  fifty  houfes.  As  they  were  finking 
a well  here  fome  years  fince,  they  met  with  a vein  of  talky  ifmglafs,  which  fplit  into 
large  laminse  or  flakes,  very  tranlparent  and  of  a rhomboidal  figure.  There  are  few 
other  natural  particularities. 

The  ancient  name  of  this  parifh  is  Nuniy  (from  Nunne  a Nun,  and  Ga  a Rivulet, 
there  having  been  in  Saxon  times,  according  to  tradition,  a nunnery  on  the  little  ftream 
here)  as  appears  from  the  charter  of  King  Edred,  brother  of  King  Edmund,  made  to 
the  abbey  of  Glaftonbiiry,  wherein  he  grants  to  the  monks  of  that  houfe  part  of,  viz. 
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two  hides  in  this  vill.  At  the  Conqueft  it  either  loft  its  former  name,  or  was  very 
much  corrupted  by  the  tranfcribers  of  the  Norman  Survey,  in  which  nothing  like  the 
original  name  occurs,  fave  Noiun,  thus  defcribed  as  the  property  of  William  de  Mohunt 
“ Turgis  holds  of  William,  Noivn.  Colo  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
**  paid  gild  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is  onecarucate, 
**  and  four  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers  with  one  plough.  There  is 
''  half  a mill,  which  yields  thirty  pence,  and  twenty  acres  of  meadow,  and  as  many  of 
pafture,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  wood.  It  was  worth  formerly  forty  (hillings,  now 
fixty  fhillings.”* 

The  Delameres  were  very  early  pofiefTed  of  the  chief  manor  in  this  place,  and  gave 
it  the  addition  of  their  name.  Of  this  family  there  were  four  branches,  who  were  feve- 
rally  feated  in  the  counties  of  Wilts,  Oxford,  Hereford,  and  Somerfet.'’  Nicholas  de 
la  Mere  was  lord  of  Nunney  inthe  time  of  Henry  III.'  and  was  fucceeded  by  another 
Nicholas,  who  lived  here  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  and  had  feveral  children,  of  whom 
Elias  de  la  Mere  was  a great  warrior,  and  was  the  firft  projeftor  of  the  caftle  here,  which 
was  finifhed  by  his  lucceflbrs.  He  died  about  2 Ric.  II.  leaving  ifTue  Sir  Thomas  de 
la  Mere,  knt.  who  7 Hen.  IV.  gave  lands  in  Kington  St.  Michael  m the  county  of 
Wilts,  to  the  abbey  of  Bradenftoke  in  the  fame  county.'*  He  married  two  wives,  Joan 
and  Margaret.  By  the  former  he  was  father  of  Sir  Peter  de  la  Mere,  knt.  whofe  eftate 
amounted  (as  we  are  told  by  Leland)  to  tv/elve  hundred  marks  per  annum.®  He 
was  father  of  Richard  de  la  Mere,  who  fold  lands  in  Nunney  to  Andrew  Braunche 
of  Frome,  and  dying  without  iffue  male,  was  fucceeded  in  the  eftate  by  his  uncle  Sir 
John  de  la  Mere,  knt.  by  Margaret,  the  fecond  wife  of  Thomas  his  grandfather.  This 
John  was  lord  of  Nunney  46  Edw.  III.^  His  fon  John  de  la  Mere  was  fheriff  of  the 
county  of  Wilts  i Ric.  II.  and  then  bore  on  his  feal  two  lions  paffant.®  This  John 
and  his  younger  brother  Jaques  finifhed  the  caftle,  embellifliing  it  with  fpoils  brought 
from  abroad,  which  had  been  won  in  the  wars  of  France.  Philip  de  la  Mere  his  fbn 
fucceeded  to  the  manor  of  Nunney  Delamere,  and  was  father  of  feveral  children;  of 
whom  Sir  Elias  de  la  Mere  knt.  was  fheriff  of  Wilts  2 Hen.  V.  but  died  without  iffue, 
and  Eleanor  his  eldeft  filler  became  heir  to  the  whole  eftate  lying  in  Somerfetfhire. 
This  Eleanor  was  married  to  William  Paulet,  efq;  ferjeant  at  law,  fecond  fon  to  Sir 
John  Paulet,  of  Melcombe  in  tliis  county.  He  died  in  1435.  Ey  this  marriage 
Nunney  caftle  came  into  the  family  of  Paulet,  and  the  grandfon  of  the  pair  was  the 
celebrated  William  Powlett,  the  firft  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  who  died  in  1571,  and 
whofe  great  grandfon  was  William  the  fourth  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  whofe  very  gallant 
defence  of  his  feat  called  Bafing-Houfe  in  Hampfhire,  againft  the  Parliament  forces, 
is  recorded  in  the  annals  of  that  time.  He  defended  it  againft  the  moft  defperate 
attacks  from  Auguft  1643  to  October  1645,  when  at  length  it  was  taken  by  Cromwell 
in  perfon,  who  ftormed  it,  and  found  therein  a booty  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
Nunney  caftle  was  ftormed  and  ruined  about  the  fame  time,  nor  did  the  eftates  this 

* Lib.  Domefday.  •’  Inquifitiones  palfim.  ' Cart.  Antiq.  '*  Regilf.  Priorat.  de  Bradenftoke  MS. 
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family  polTefled  long  remain  urfelienated.  Thia  nobleman  - died  in  1674,  being 
fjcceeded  by  his  fon  Charles,  who  in  1689  was  created  Duke  of  Bolton,  and  whofe 
grandfon  Charles,  the  third  Duke,  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Harry.  To  whom 
lucceeded  Charles  his  fon,  who  died  in  1765,  having  for  a fucceflbr  his  brother  Harry, 
the  fixth  and  prefent  Duke  of  Bolton,  born  1720,  but  who  has  no  male  iffue. 

It  has  already  been  obferved  that  the  abbey  of  Glaftonbury  very  anciently  poflefTed  a 
manor  in  this  parlfli.  This  manor  was  called  the  manor  of  Nunney-Glafton,  for  the 
fame  reafon  that  the  manor  we  have  been  defcribing  was  called  Nunney-Delamere, 
and  was  granted  19  Eliz.  with  lands  in  Nunney,  Trudoxhill,  Thorplhawe,  Mells, 
Leigh,  and  Marfton-Bigot,  to  Richard  Parker.'*  The  prior  of  Longleat  had  likewife 
property  in  the  parifh,  which  was  valued  in  1293  at  fix  (hillings.^ 

But  the  chief  manor  of  Nunney,  after  having  for  many  ages  continued  in  the  fami- 
lies of  Delamere  and  Powlet,  paffed  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  into  other  hands.  In 
the  24th  of  that  reign  Sir  Richard  Mawdley,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  died  feized  of  the 
.manor  of  Nunney,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  together  with  the  manor  of 
T rudoxhill,  and  other  lands  in  thefc  parts,  leaving  J ohn  Mawdley  his  fon  and  heir  of 
the  age  of  fifty  years.''  The  name  of  Mawdley  occurs  in  the  parifh  regifter  from  the 
year  1545  to  1674.  From  them  the  manor  came  to  the  Sambornes,  and  after  them 
to  the  family  of  Whitchurch.  At  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  William 
Whitchurch,  efq;  was  lord  of  it,  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  William  his  fon;  after 
whofe  death  it  was  fold  to  difeharge  fome  debts  and  legacies  j but  was  afterwards 
rcpurchafed  by  Elizabeth  the  relid  of  the  faid  William  Whitchurch,  who  left  it  by 
will  in  1749  to  James  Theobald,  of  Waltham-place  in  the  county  of  Berks,  efq;  the 
prefent  proprietor. 

The  living  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome;  the  patronage  has  been  always 
annexed  to  the  manor.  In  1292,  the  redory  was  valued  at  fifteen  marks  and  a half.' 
The  prefent  incumbent  is  the  Rev.  Samuel  Whitchurch.  There  are  about  fifty  or 
fixty  acres  of  glebe.  The  parfonage-houfe,  now  uninhabited,  was  partly  rebuilt  by  the 
late  Rev.  Samuel  Whitchurch;  who  was  prefented  to  the  living  by  the  guardians  of 
William  Whitchurch,  a minor,  in  the  year  1734. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  of  which  Saint  there  is  the  common  emblem 
of  a key  within  a circle  on  the  tower;  and  there  is  a feafl  or  revel  kept  in  the  parifh 
on  St.  Peter’s  day.  It  confifls  of  a nave  leaded,  two  fide  ailes,  a chancel,  and  a porch 
tiled.  At  the  weft  end  there  is  a handfome  tower  fixty-three  feet  high,  with  four 
pinnacles  twelve  feet  high,  and  a turret  at  the  foutheaft  corner.  This  tower  contains 
a clock  and  fix  bells.  The  length  of  the  church  is  ninety-fix  feet,  and  the  breadth 
thirty-four. 

In  the  north  aile  is  the  burial-place  of  the  lords  of  the  manor,  of  whom  there  are 
many  effigies  on  raifed  tombs.  On  a tomb  under  the  window  lies  the  figure  of 
Sir  John  De  la  Mere,  knt.  the  founder  of  the  caftle,  having  a lion  at  his  feet,  and 
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above,  an  efcutcheon  bearing  the  arms  of  that  family,  two  lions  paflant  gardant.  The 
next  tomb  has  five  efcutcheons  on  the  fide  and  end,  daubed  over  with  white-wafh» 
Two  of  them  are  now  illegible  j the  other  three  are,  i.  Quarterly,  firft:  and  fourth,  four 
mullets;  fecond  and  third  two  lions  rampant  addorfed.  2.  In  chief,  a lion  couchanti 
in  bafe  three  wolves’  heads  erafed.  3.  A gate.  Upon  this  tomb  lies  the  effigies  of  a 
knight  in  armour,  with  his  lady  by  his  fide,  reprefenting  others  of  the  fame  family. 
On  the  third  tomb  are  two  fimilar  effigies.  The  man  has  a military  belt  and  fword, 
and  on  his  bread:  a fhield  or  coat  charged  with  a lion  couchant.  The  lady  is  attired 
in  a loofe  veil  or  robe  flowing  from  her  head,  and  open  before.  At  the  top  are  a key 
and  lion  intermingled;  the  arms,  i.  Quarterly,  firfl:  and  fourth,  three  daggers  in  pile, 
Poulet:  fecond  and  third,  two  lions,  Delamere.  2.  Two  lions  couchant  gardant. 
Arms  on  the  fouth  fide:  i.  In  chief  two  mullets.  2.  Quarterly,  firfl:  and  fourth, 
barry  of  ten,  over  all  a bendlet,  impaling  two  lions  ftatant.  3 as  i,  impaling  a lion 
eredt.  4.  Two  lions  eredt.  5.  A lion  eredl  impaling  three  anchors. 

The  fouth  aile  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  Samborne,  which  is  now  extindt, 
the  heirefs  thereof  marrying  with  one  of  the  family  of  Flower.  This  aile  contains  fix 
mural  monuments,  with  the  following  infcriptions : 

Here  lieth  Richard  Mawdley,  John  Mawdley,  Roger  Mawdley,  and  Richard 
Mawdley,  efquires,  1600.” 

“ Mawdley  Samborne,  gent,  fon  of  Mawdley  Samborne,  late  of  Tym/borough,  efq; 
who  died  Dec.  7,  1690.  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mary  Samborne,  widow  of  Mawdley 

Samborne,  late  of  Timfborough,  efq;  who  died  Nov.  13,  1690.” Arms:  a chevron 

between  three  mullets,  impaling  as  many  bugle  horns.  Creft,  a mullet;  another  a 
flag  lodged,  regardant,  with  a branch  flipt  in  his  mouth. 

“ Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mawdley  Flower,  who  died  Sept.  27,  1728,  aged  28  years 
and  10  months.  Alfo  the  body  of  Robert  Whithear,  gent,  Obiit  17  April  1761, 
aetat.  66.”  Whithear  married  the  heirefs  of  the  Flower  family. 

“ Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Edward  Flower,  gent,  who  died  July  18,  1728, 
aged  27.” Arms:  a chevron  between  three  mullets.  Creft,  a mullet. 

“ Underneath  do  reft  the  body  of  Sarah  wife  of  Edward  Flower,  and  daughter  of 
Mawdley  Samborne,  efq.  She  departed  this  life  in  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  19th 
of  July  1708 : — And  alfo  nine  of  their  children.” 

“ Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Edward  Flower,  clothier,  who  died  April  6, 
1727,  aged  6 1 years.” 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  and  Sienna  marble, 

the  tablet  whereof  is  thus  infcribed: Under  the  communion  table  are  depofited 

the  remains  of  Elizabeth  and  James,  alfo  near  the  reading  delk  thofe  of  James-Wadham, 
the  beloved  curate  of  this  parilh,  who  was  called  off  the  5th  day  of  January,  1776; 
fons  and  daughter  of  Samuel  Whitchurch,  re<ftor,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Coward,  of  Spargrove,  efq;  in  the  latter  of  which  graves  their  affedtionate 
parents  hope  in  due  time  to  reft,  in  confolatory  expedation  of  a joint  refurre<5tion  to 
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eternal  life,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  their  blefled  Redeemer.”  Armsi 
QuleSi  three-talbots’  heads  erafed  or',  on  a chief  argent^  guttee  de  fang,  a lion  ^2i^zxitjable. 

On  the  floor  are  the  names  of  Hodinot,  Pickfat,  Hifcox,  Lydford,  Grines,  and  Popjoy* 

On  a table  at  the  eafl:  end  of  the  nave  is  this  infcription: James"  Singer,  of 

this  parilh,  gent,  gave  lool.  the  intereft  whereof  to  be  difliributed  by  the  minifter, 
churchwardens,  and  overfeers  of  the  poorj  one  half  on  Eafter-Monday,  and  the  other 
on  the  26th  of  December  for  ever,  to  fuch  honeft  and  induftrious  middle  poor  as  do 
not  receive  alms  of  the  parilh.” 

This  church  has  been  fuppofed  (but  wrongly)  to  have  been  built  by  one  of  the 
MarquiflTes  of  Wincheflef,  lord  of  the  manor  here. 

In  this  church  was  formerly  a chantry,  the  laft  incumbent  of  which  was  allowed  in 
1553  a penfion  of  five  pounds."  The  chantry-houfe  and  manfion,  with  a garden  and 
orchard  adjoining,  fituated  within  the  precinds  of  the  caftle,  and  two  tenements  or 
cottages,  one  yard-land  of  arable,  and  three  acres  of  meadow  in  Trudoxhill,  with  a 
rent  of  61.  3s.  46.  ifluing  out  of  the  manor  and  reftory  of  Fiflierton-Delamere  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  belonging  to  the  faid  chantry,  and  other  lands  and  hereditaments 
in  Nunney,  were  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  third  year  of  her  reign,  to  Wil- 
liam Marquis  of  Winchefter.° 

In  the  church-yard  are  the  remains  of  an  old  {lone  crofs. 

The  annual  number  of  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  is  on  a feven  years  average  twenty- 
fix,  and  of  burials  twenty-three.  In  the  regifter,  among  the  chriftenings,  againft  the 
name  of  Chriftopher  the  fon  of  Roger  Starr,  baptized  Dec.  17,  1604,  is  the  following 
curious  entry:  He  clymed  up  a ladder  to  the  top  of  the  houfe,  23  0(51.  16065  being 
feven  weeks  and  odd  days  lefs  than  two  years  old.” 

Adjoining  to  the  church-yard  is  a very  ancient  houfe,  called  the  Court-Houfe,  now 
in  ruins,  which  tradition  fays  was  ereefted  out  of  the  ruins  of  a nunnery  that  formerly 
'ftood  upon  the  Ipot,  from  which  circumftance  the  village  was  denominated. 

“ Antiq., Notes  fay  John.  “ Willis’s  Hift.  of  Abbies,  ii.  203.  * Grants  from  the  Crown. 
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Is  a very  fmall  parifli,  one  mile  and  a half  north  of  Frome,  containing  only  five 
houfes,  and  twenty-eight  inhabitants.  The  river  Frome  walhes  this  parifh  on 
the  fouth.  The  lands  are  in  general  good,  much  thereof  being  water-meadow,  worth 
three  pounds  per  acre  j the  reft,  which  is  chiefly  pafture,  worth  on  an  average  twenty 
Ihillings  per  acre. 

The  living,  valued  in  1292  at  nine  marks,®  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome, 
and  in  the  gift  of  Sir  Thomas  Champneys,  bart.  The  prefent  incumbent  is  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ames. 

^The  church  is  fifty-one  feet  long  and  feventeen  wide,  containing  one  door,  feven 
windows,  and  fix  pews.  There  is  no  tower  or  turret,  and  but  one  bell.  The  com- 
munion-table is  a marble  flab,  the  window  over  it  is  a compound  of  various  fragments 
of  good  ftained  glafs  without  any  regularity  or  defign. 

There  are  in  the  church  the  following  monumental  infcriptions ; 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  John  Champneys,  gent,  who  departed  this  life  April  nth, 
1742,  aged  42.” 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Richard  Champneys,  efq;  who  was  born  Jan.  15th,  1698-9, 
and  died  Dec.  7,  1761.” 

In  memory  of  Sarah  wife  of  Richard  Champneys,  efq;  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Daines,  knt.  who  died  Jan.  4,  1733,  aged  33.” 

This  place  is  called  m the  Domefday  Survey  Horcerlei: 

“ The  Bifliop  [of  Coutances]  himfelf  holds  Horcerlei.  Three  thanes  held  it  in 
the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates. 
**  In  demefne  are  four  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  nine  cot- 
tagers  with  two  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  twelve  fhillings  and  fixpence  rent,  and 
“ tweaty-four  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  fix  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad, 
“ It  was  and  is  worth  four  pounds.”’’ 

In  the  time  of  Hen.  II.  this  manor  was  held  of  the  King  in  capite  by  the  fervice  of 
one  knight’s  fee,  by  Henry  de  Cultura,'  or  Colthurft.  Which  Henry  de  Cultura  was 
iucceeded  by  Robert  de  Cultura,  who  10  Hen.  III.  paid  two  marks  and  a half  for  his 
relief  of  his  lands  here.'*  He  had  iflTue  by  Julian  his  wife  Ralph  de  la  Culture,  who 
50  Hen.  III.  is  certified  to  hold  in  Orchardleghe  half  a knight’s  fee  worth  fifty  fhillings 
per  annum.'  T o whom  fucceeded  Henry  de  la  Culture,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  trans- 
ferred his  eftate  in  this  place  to  Sir  Henry  de  Merlaund,  knt.  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I. 
This  Henry  de  Merlaund  died  12  Edw.  II.  feized  of  this  manor  and  advowfon,  leaving 
another  Henry  his  fon  and  heir,  who  died  30  Edw.  III.  and  was  fucceeded  in  this  eftate 
by  Henry  de  Merlaund  his  fon  and  heir,  the  third  of  that  name.  Which  Henry  was  a 

* Taxat.  Spiritual.  * Lib.  Domefday.  * Lib.  Nig.  i.  97.  * Rot.  Pip.  10  Hen.  III.  ' Lib.  Feed. 
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knight  and  celebrated  warrior;  he  died  45  Edw.  III.  and  Joan  his  wife  furviving  him, 
had  this  manor  in  dower.^  John  de  Merlond,  fon  and  heir  of  Henry  de  Merlaund,  was 
living  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Ric.  II.  and  feems  to  have  been  the  laft  of 
the  name  that  polfeffed  this  manor;  for  7 Hen.  VI.  William  Romefey,  efq;  was  lord 
thereof,  and  after  him  Walter  Romefey,  father  of  another  Walter,®  whofe  coufin  and 
heir  was  Joan  the  wife  of  Thomas  Paine,  afterwards  married  to  Henry  Champneys, 
efq;  defcended  from  a family'  of  the  fame  name,  who  came  over  with  WiUiam  the^ 
Conqueror,  and  whofe  defcendant  Thomas  Champneys,  of  Orchardley,  efq;  was  created 
7 Geo.  III.  a baronet  of  Great-Britain,  by  the  name  and  title  of  Sir  Thomas  Champ- 
neys, of  Orchardley  in  the  county  ofSomerfet,  bart.  His  arms  are.  Party  per  pale, 
and  Jahle^  within  a bordure  of  the  fame,  engrailed  and  counterchanged, , a lion- 
rampant  or. 


ROAD. 

Four  miles  northeaft  from  Frome  flands  Road,  formerly  a large  market-town, 
now  only  a village,  confifting  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  families.  This  parilh 
and  that  of  Wolverton  compofe  one  tithing.  , 

In  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Confeflbr  it  was  held  by  feven  different  lords,  and 
in  that  of  William  the  Conqueror  by  Geffrey  bifhop  of  Coutances,  for  three  diftiridt 
manors,  as  appears  from  the  following,  record  ; 

The  Bifnop  holds  Rode  for  three  manors.  Seven  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of 
**  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  nine  hides.  The  arable  is  nine  carucates.  Thereof 
holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Robert  one  hide;  Moyfes  half  a hide;  Robert  one  hide  and  a 
half;  Roger  two  hides  and  a half;  Sirewold  two  hides  and  a half;  Richard  one  hide.  - 
“ In  demefne  are  feven  carucates,  and  fix  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  twenty-nine 
cottagers  with  four  ploughs  and  a half.  Out  of  the  mills  iffues  a rent  of  twenty-feven 
fhillings.  And  there  are  thirty-three  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty-three  acres  of 
wood,  and  twenty-five  acres  of  pafture.  The  whole  was  worth  feven  pounds  and 
“ ten  fhillings;  now  amongft  them  all  it  is  wordi  eight  pounds  and  five  fhillings.”* 

After  the  death  of  Geffrey  bifhop  of  Coutances,  this  land  Was  bellowed  upon  one 
Ranulf  de  Farfy,  a Norman,**  in  whom  it  continued  till  the  fixth  year  of  King  John, 
when  the  ellates  of  the  Normans  in  England  being  feized,  this  manor  reforted  to 
the  Crown,  but  being  again  dilpofed  of,  became  the  property  of  the  ancient  family  of 
St.  Maur.  Milo  de  St.  Maur  was  the  firft  of  that  name  who  refided  here,  and  his 
defcendant  Laurence  de  St.  Maur  obtained  from  Edw.  I.  a grant  for  a market  upon 
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the  Thurfday  of  evciy  week  in  this  his  manor  of  Road;  and  a fair  there  yearly,  on  the 
eve,  da},  and  morrow  of  St.  Margaret  the  Virgin.'  From  which  family  of  St.  Maur 
the  manor  paffed  to  that  of  Zouche  in  like  manner,  as  did  Caftle-Cary,  and  other  lands 
of  the  St.  Maurs.  But  in  the  time  of  Hen.  VII.  this  manor  is  found  to  be  the  joint 
property  of  the  families  of  Stawell  and  Bampfylde,  defendants  of  the  fifters  of  Sir 
William  St.  Maur,  knt.  lord  of  Beckington  and  Babcary.  8 Eliz.  a moiety  of  the 
manor  was  fold  by  John  Stawell,  efqj  to  Thomas  Webbe,  who  afterwards  became 
pofieffed  of  the  whole,  and  31  Eliz.  fold  it  to  the  Hungerfords.  It  was  afterwards  in 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Hortons  of  Chatley-houfe  in  Wolverton,  who  fold  it  to  Robert 
Flolton,  of  Farley,  efqj  w'ho  fold  it  to  the  grandfather  of  Edward  Andrews,  of  Man- 
gotsfield  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  efq;  the  prefent  poflelTor. 

The  redory  of  Road  was  in  1292  valued  at  feven  marks.'*  It  is  now  confolidated 
with  Wolverton,  and  in  the  patronage  of  Sir  Edward  Bayntun,  of  Spy-Park  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  bart.  whofe  fon,  the  Rev.  Henry  Bayntun,  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence,  and  is  compofed  of  a nave  and  fide  ailes, 
with  an  embattled  tower  at  the  weft  end,  containing  fix  bells. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a ftone  to  the  memory  of  James  Hillman,  redor 
of  this  parifh,  who  died  Nov.  24,  1738,  aged  53  years.  There  is  likewife  a memorial 
to  John  Hellierd,  gent,  who  died  Dec.  13,  1623,  Nathaniel  Hellierd,  redor  of 

Road,  who  died  Nov.  20,  1650. 

The  annual  number  of  chriftenings  is  forty;  and  of  burials  thirty-eight. 

Thomas  Webb,  efq;  in  the  20th  of  Elizabeth,  gave  one  pound  yearly  to  be  diftri- 
buted  among  the  pooreft  inhabitants. 

William  Yerbury,  in  1703,  gave  a rent  charge  of  2I.  los.  per  annum,  for  the  payment 
of  ten  fhillings  on  every  Friday  for  five  weeks  in  Lent,  to  be  diftributed  amongft 
the  poor. 

Henry  Whitaker  gave  a chief  rent  of  eight  fhillings  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

' Cart.  II  Edw.  I.  n.  7.  “ Taxat.  Spiritual. 


WOLVERTON 

Lies  to  the  weft  of  Road,  eight  miles  from  Bath,  and  in  the  turnpike-road  from 
that  city  to  Frome.  In  ancient  times  it  was  a member  of  the  manor  of  Road, 
or  rather  one  of  thofe  three  manors  which  are  defcribed  in  the  Norman  Survey  under 
that  appellation.  In  the  more  modern  records  it  is  filled  Wolfrington^  and  in  the 
time  of  Edw.  IV.  was  held  by  the  family  of  Turney.  19  Edw.  IV.  Walter  Turney 
died  feized  of  this  manor,  which  he  held  of  John  Wadham,  efq;  leaving  iffue  Philip 
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Turney  his  fon  and  heir.®  This  family  bore  Argent,  a chevron  between  three  bulls 
paflant  Jahle,  attired  or.  They  were  lords  alfoof  Telsford.  By  an  inquifition  taken  at 
Norton,  i July,  6 Hen.  VIII.  it  was  found  that  Philip  the  fon  of  John  Turney,  by 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  died  that  year  feized  of  the  manors  of  Woolverton,  Weke,  Telsford, 
Chatley,  and  Swainfwick,  and  that  John  Turney  was  his  brother  and  next  heir,  of  the 
age  of  twelve  years.**  The  manor  of  Wolverton  was  then  held  of  Walter  Hungerford, 
as  of  the  manor  of  Farley-caftle.  After  this  it  got  into  the  fame  hands  as  Road,  and 
now  belongs  by  inheritance  to  Edward  Andrews,  efq. 

Chatley-Houfe  in  this  pariih,  fituated  one  mile  north  from  the  church,  belongs  to 
Kingfmill  Bury,  efq. 

The  church  of  Woolverton  was  valued  in  1292  at  one  hundred  fhillings.''  It  is  a 
reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  being  confolidated  with  that  of  Road  in  1739, 
has  fince  been  held  by  the  following  incumbents : 

The  Rev.  John  Rolt,  firft  reftor  of  the  united  parilhes 
Rev.  Mr.  Ofwald 
Rev.  Mr.  Beatfon 

Rev.  John  CoUinfon,  ofBromham,  co.  Wilts 

Rev.  Mr.  Yefcomb  , ' 

Rev.  Henry  Bayntun. 

The  church  is  a fmall  ftrufture  of  one  pace,  with  a tower  at  the  weft  end,  in  which 
are  three  bells.  ^ 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  church-yard  is  an  old  tomb,  encompafted  with  an  iron 
railing,  to  the  memory  of  Edward  Horton,  efq;  and  feveral  of  his  family. 

• Efc.  •’  Inq.  poft  mort.  Philip  Turney.  * Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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IS  fituated  northeaft  of  the  pariih  of  Frome,  through  the  lands  of  which  the  turnpike 
roads,  leading  from  that  town  to  Warminfter  and  Weftbury  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
pafs.  It  is  not  of  very  confiderable  extent,  being  but  little  more  than  two  miles  long, 
and  fomewhat  lefs  than  a mile  broad;  containing  about  one  thoufand  acres.  The  fc^ 
is  various,  fome  being  good  loam,  fome  clay,  others  ftone  bralh.  The"  lands  confift 
chiefly  of  meadow  and  cow-pafture,  with  a fmall  proportion  of  arable.  The  meadow 
is  worth  from  thirty  to  fifty  fhillings,  the  pafture  twenty  Ihiliings;  and  the  arable  (in 
which  is  chiefly  cultivated  wheat  and  barley)  from  fifteen  to  twenty  fhillings  per  acre. 

Twenty-feven  houfes,  moftly  detached  from  one  another,  compofe  the  whole  parifh, 
which  contain  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  inhabitants.  Five  of  thefe  houfes  are 
fituated  at  Oldford,  between  Frome  and  Beckington, 

VoL.  II.  . G g Through 
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Through  this  parifli  runs  a rivulet  (called  Rodden  Trout-ftream)  formed  from  -two 
.fprings;  one  rifing  near  the  parifh  church  of  Corfley  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  and  the 
other  near  Horningfham  in  the  fame  county,  the  ftreams  of  which  ainite  near  the 
chapel  of  this  parifh ; whence  it  proceeds  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  and  drives  a grift 
mill,  near  the  road  fide  from  Frome  to  Warminfter;  proceeding  a quarter  of  a mile 
farther,  it  falls  into  the  river  Frome,  near  another  mill  of  the  fame  kind,  within  this 
parifli.  A ftone  bridge  of  two  arches  is-over  it  near  the  firft-mentioned  mill. 

King  William  the  Conqueror  gave  the  land  of  Reddeney  with  Wefton  and  Tickenham, 
to  Ernulf  de  Flefding,  one  of  his  attendants. 

‘‘.Lngelramn  holds  of  Ernulf,  Reddene.  Edric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  three  carucates,  which  are  in  demefne,  and 
*'  riiree  fervants,  and  twenty-eight  cottagers.  There  are  two  mills  rendering  fifteen 
fhillings,  and  twenty  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  one  mile 
long,  and  as  much  broad.  It  was  and  is  now  worth  four  pounds.”* 

In  very  early  times  tills  place  conferred  its  name  on  a family  of  diftinftion.  Walter 
fte  Raddon  lived  in  the  time  of  King  Stephen.'’  His  fucceflbr  Richard  de  Raddon 
was  fheriffof  this  county  and  Dorfet,  i,  2,  3,  5,  6,  and  1 1 Hen.  IL'  In  the  aid  levied 
for  marrying  the  king’s  daughter  12  Hen.  II.  William  the  fon  of  John  de  Harpetre 
certifies  that  he  holds  Raddon  of  the  king,  being  one  knight’s  fee;  but  complains  that 
Richard  de  Raddon  withholds  from  him  the  fervice  thereof,  alledging  that  he  owes 
him  no  fervice  of  the  fee  of  the  Earl  of  Moreton.'*  This  Richard  de  Raddon  held  the 
fame  year  two  knights’  fees  of  the  Bifhop  of  Exeter.'  In  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  Rodden 
was  the  eftate  of  Walter  Giffard,  who  dying  without  iflue  5 Edw.  I.  was  fucceeded  by 
his  brother  Godfrey  Giffard,  archdeacon  of  Wells,  and  bilhop  of  Worcefter.  He  died 
A.  D.  1302,  and  had  for  his  fucceffor  John  the  fon  and  heir  of  William  Giffard,  bro- 
ther of  the  faid  Godfrey.^  This  manor  was  then  held  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 
35  Edw.  III.  Henry  Duke  of  Lancafter  held  one  knight’s  fee  in  Rodden,  which  John 
de  Clyvedon  held  of  him,  and  two  knights’  fees  in  the  fame  place  hokien  by  the  heir 
of  John  Sydenham.®  6 Hen.  IV.  Sir  Peter  Courtney,  knt.  held  this  vill,  and  after  him, 
6 Hen.  VI.  John  Stafford  is  found  feized  of  the  fame.'’  It  foon  after  was  vefted  in 
the  Lords  Botreaux.  9 Edw.  IV.  Eridefwide,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Lord  Hungerford 
and  Molyns,  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Hungerford,  knt.  and  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  and 
heir  of  William  Lord  Botreaux,  releafed  all  her  right  in  the  manors  of  Rodden  and 
Standerwick,  and  in  all  the  lands  which  belonged  to  the  faid  Lord  Botreaux  in  Stock- 
wood  and  Camely,  to  Sir  Richard  Choke,  knL  to  whom  Lord  Botreaux  had  given  this 
manor.’  Sir  John  Choke,  knt.  grandfon  of  the  faid  Richard,  fold  the  manors  of 
Rodden  and  Flintford  22  Henry  VII.  to  Giles  Lord  Daubeny.  10  Eliz.  John  Horner, 
efq;  was  lord  of  this  manor;  and  it  now  is  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers  in 
right  of  his  wife,  who  purchafed  it  of  Mrs.  A’Court  Afh,  relid:  of  Pearce  A’Court  Afti,. 
of  Heytelbury  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  efq.  The  ancient  manfion  of  the  A’Court 
family  here  is  now  converted  into  a poor-houfe. 

f Lib.  Domefday.  •’  Cartular.  Glafton.  MS.  ' Rot.  Pip.  fub.  ilsdem  annis.  “ Lib.  Rub.  et  Lib.  Nig.  Scac. 
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The  priory  ofLongleat  had  lands  in  Rodden,  valued  in  1293. at  ten  fliillings.'' 

Rodden,  ecclefialllcally  confidered,  is  a chapelry  to  Boynton  in  Wilts.  The  chapel 
is  a decent  little  building,  fifty-four  feet  long,  and  feventeen  broad  j having  a turret 
with  one  bell. 

Near  the  reading-defk,  on  afmall  fquare  blueftone,  is  this  infcriptlon: “ Here 

lyeth  the  body  of  James  A’Court,  merchant,  who  deceafed  the  4th  of  Dec.  1692.” 

In  the  chancel,  near  the  communion-table,  are  three  memorial  ftones,  having  the 
following  infcriptions : 

“ Depofitum  mortale  Johannis  A’Court  de  Rodden,  generofi,  qui  Cal.  Feb.  anno 
jEras  Chriftianse  MDCXCI,  animam  placide  Deo  reddidit,  poftquam  in  corpore  pere- 
grinata  eft  an.  Ixxii.” 

Hie  jacet  corpus  Lidias  Court,  nuper  uxorls  Johannis  Court,  de  Rodden  generofi, 
quse  obijt  vicefimo  fexto  die  Decembris,  anno  astatis  fuas  64“,  annoque  Dom.  1681.” 

‘‘ Reponuntur  hic  exuvise  Johannis  A’Court,  armiger,  qui  exceffit  e vivis,  27  die 
Oftobris  1701.” 

This  chapel  was  built  at  the  expence  of  the  Tithing,  about  the  year  1640,  by  the 
then  reftor  of  Boynton  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  purfuant  to.  an  order  obtained  of  the 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  by  fome  perfons  unknown,  to  which  the  faid  redlor  annexed 
the  chancel.  The  endowment  is  about  tweRe  acres  and  a half  of  glebe  in  lieu  of 
great  tithes,  and  about  fix  pounds  a year  paid  by  the  inhabitants,  in  lieu  of  all  other 
tithes  and  dues. 

The  prefentation,  or  nomination,  to  the  living,  is  ftill  with  the  redlor  of  Boynton 
for  the  time  being.  The  prefent  incumbent  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  lord  of  the  manor 
before-mentioned. 

“ Taxat.  Temporal. 


STANDERWI  CK 

IS  a fmall  parifh,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  an  eafy  Hope,  from  whence 
the  view  finely  opens  to  the  weftern  downs  of  Wiltfhire;  Eddington  and  Weftbury 
hills  terminating  the  view  on  the  foutheaft;  the  feat  of  Lord  Vifeount  Weymouth, 
and  Stourhead,  on  the  fouthweft.  This  parifh  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  northweft 
by  Beckington,  and  on  the  fouthweft  by  Berkley. 

The  number  of  houfes  in  this  parifli  (including five  at  Oldford  near  Frome)  Is  eleven 
onlyj  one  of  which  is  a handfome  edifice,  the  feat  of  Harry  Edgell,  efq.  The  inha- 
bitants ke  about  fixfy. 

Here  is  an  extenfive  common,  where  the  inhabitants  have  a right  to  depafture  as 
much  ftock  in  the  furnmer,  as  they  can  otherwife  keep  through  the  winter. 
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^23  STANDERWICK.  [iTcome* 

Stalrewiche,  in  the  Conqueror’s  time,  was  held  by  Roger  de  Corcelle,  as  we  read  in 
Domefday-book : 

Robert  holds  of  Roger,  Stalrewiche.  Smewln  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
‘‘  Edward,  and  gelded  for  a hide  and  a half.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  de- 

mefne  is  one  carucate,  and  two  villanes,  and  feven  cottagers.  There  are  fix  acres  of 
‘‘  meadow,  and  four  acres  of  wood.  It  was  worth  fifty  fliillings^  now  twenty  fhillings.”* 

-5  Edw.  II.  William  Malherbe  held  two  knights’  fees  in  Standerwick,  Shipham, 
and  Chedder.'’  6 Hen.  IV.  Peter  Courtney,  knt.  died  feized  of  Standerwick.'  5 
Hen.  V.  Richard  Kayton  releafed  to  William  Lord  Botreaux  all  his  right  to  this 
manor,  which  the  faid  Lord  William  foon  after  gave  with  other  lands  to  Richard 
Choke.'’  The  Hungerfords  polTeffed  nearly  the  whole  of  this  parifh,  and  were  bene- 
fadlors  thereto;  for,  whereas  there  lay  a dirty  flough  in  the  common  of  Standerwick, 
which  much  incommoded  travellers  through  Somerfet  and  Wilts,  Sir  Walter  Hunger- 
ford,  knt.  Lord  of  Heyte/bury,  and  Treafurer  of  England  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI. 
for  the  health  of  his  own  foul,  and  for  the  foul  of  Catherine  his  wife,  made  an  highway 
in  the  faid  marfh  for  the  accommodation  of  pilgrims  and  others.'  The  prefent  lord  of 
the  manor  of  Standerwick  is  Harry  Edgell,  efq;  by  whofe  grandfather  it  was  purchafed 
under  a decree  of  the  court  of  chancery,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Sturton,  who  had  the 
manor  by  purchafe  of  Mr.  Upton. 

The  living  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  appendant  to  that  of  Beckington, 
thefe  two  livings  having  been  confolidated  about  the  year  1660.  The  advowfon 
thereof  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Cirencefter  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

The  church  has  long  fince  been  demolilhed. 

“ Lib.  Domefday.  *’  Lib.  Feod.  * Efc.  Rot.  Claus,  z Ed.  IV.  * Dugd.  Bar.  ii.  205. 


WANSTRAW 

IS  a confiderable  parilh,  lying  fix  miles  fouth  from  Frome,  and  containing  feventy 
houfes,  and  three  hundred  and  forty  inhabitants.  There  is  a hamlet  half  a mile  to 
the  fouth  called  Weston,  or  TVeJlon-^own,  which  contains  ten  houfes.  A fmall  river 
runs  through  this  parifh  in  its  way  to  Frome,  and  has  over  it  two  fmall,  bridges  of  a 
fingle  arch  each.  The  fituation  is  low  and  woody;  the  foil  a cold  clay,  and  the  lands 
chiefly  paflure. 

It  was  anciently  called  Wandejirev^  and  is  defcribed  in  the  general  furvey  in  two 
portions,  one  belonging  to  the  Canons  of  Wells,  the  other  to  TurftinFitz-Rolf,  lord  of 
Witham,  the  two  Cadburys,  Dunkerton,  and  other  manors  in  thefe  parts. 

The  Canons  of  St.  Andrew  hold  of  the  Bifliop,  Wandestrev.  The  fame  held 
it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  four  hides.  The  arable  is  four 

“ carucates, 
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carucates,  of  which  in  demefne  are  two  hides,  and  there  are  two  carucates,  and  four 
‘‘  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  are  twelve 
acres  of  meadow.  Wood  three  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  is  worth 
three  pounds.” 

“ Norman  holds  of  Turftin,  Wandestrev.  Alwold  held  it  in  the' time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  caracutes.  In  demefne  are 
two  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  four  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with  one 
plough.  There  are  thirty-fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  pafture.  Wood 
“ one  mile  long,  and  half  a mile  broad.  It  was  worth  three  pounds,  now  fix  pounds.”* 

The  molt  confiderable  part  of  the  parifh  was  afterwards  pofTefied  by  a family  of  its 
name,  of  whom  was  Odo  de  Wandeftrie  and  others;  but  it  feems  always  to  have  been 
divided  as  to  its  owners.  One  part  thereof  being  called  Eaft-Wanftraw,  or  Church- 
Wanftraw;  another  Weft-Wanftraw,  Wanftraw- Rogers,  and  Wanftraw-Bullers,  from 
its  different  owners.  22  Edw.  I.  William  de  Ifle  held  the  chief  manor  in  Wanftraw 
of  Lord  Roger  de  Moels,’’  which  property  being  afterwards  divided,  was  held  26 
Edw.  I.  by  John  de  Adton,  and  Elizabeth  de  Clyvedon;  and  9 Edw.  II.  by  John 
de  Clyvedon,  Odo  de  Afton,  and  John  de  Berkeley  of  Arlingham.'  2 Edw.  III. 
Emmelina  de  Clyvedon,  Idonea  de  Beauchamp,  Odo  de  Afton,  James  de  Wylton, 
and  James  Lovel,  held  a knight’s  fee  in  Wanftraw  of  John  de  Moels.**  50  Edw.  III. 
Edmund  de  Clyvedon  died  feized  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  manor  of  Wanftraw,  which 
he  lield  of  Thomas  Peverel  in  chief,  leaving  Edmund  Hogfhaw  his  next  heir.  After 
the  death  of  the  faid  Edmund  the  eftates  were  divided  between  Thomas  Lovel  and 
John  Bluet,  who  had  married  the  coheirefTes  of  Hogfhaw,  and  the  fourth  part  of  the 
manor  of  Eaft-Wanftraw  was  allotted  in  the  partition  to  Thomas  Lovel,  who  held  it 
2 Hen.  IV.  Thomas  Lovel  his  fon  and  heir  held  the  fame  6 Hen  V.  William  de 
Beauchamp  at  the  fame  time  pofTefllng  another  portion.®  20  Hen.  VI.  John  Rogers 
held  at  his  death  the  fourth  part  of  the  manor  of  Wanftraw,  with  the  fourth  part  of  the 
advowfon  of  the  church  there  of  Bartholomew  Kylbeck.*^  20  Eliz.  the  faid  manor 
called  Wanftraw- Rogers  was  granted  to  Newdigate  and  Founteyne.®  i Hen.  VII. 
John  Buller  held  lands  in  Wanftraw  of  the  Abbot  of  Muchelney,  which  lands  after  the 
diffolution  of  that  monaftery,  coming  into  the  hands  of  Hugh  Sexey,  efq;  were  given 
by  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Buller’s-Wanftraw,  to  his  hofpital  at  Brewton.  The  other 
part  of  Wanftraw,  defcending  to  the  family  of  Baynard,  was  of  them  purchafed  of  late 
years  by  MefTrs.  Bethune  and  Spillowby,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Bethune,  of  Rovalt  near  Eaft-Grinftead  in  the  county  of  Suflex. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  was  valued  in  1292  at  ten 
marks.**  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bethune  is  patron  and  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a neat  edifice,  confifting  of  a nave 
and  two  fide  ailes.  On  the  fouth  fide  ftands  a low  fquare  tower,  chevron  roofed,  and 
containing  five  bells.  In  the  fouth  aile  is  a vault  belonging  to  the  Baynard  family. 

The  annual  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  on  an  average  are  feven;  the  burials  five. 

» Lib,  Domefday.,  *“  Efc.  ' Lib.  Feed,  “ Ibid.  * Ibid.  Efc.  ® Ter.  Sydenham.  ^ Taxat.  Spiiic. 
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A Long  draggling  parilh,  fituated  on  high  ground,  three  miles  weft  from  the  town 
of  Frome,  in  a pleafant  and  airy  country,  diverfified  with  hill  and  dale,  and  not 
encumbered  with  wood.  On  the  northeaft  fide  of  the  parifti  is  a continuation  of  that 
fine  romantick  rocky  glen,  which  runs'  through  Elm  and  other  parifties.  The  road 
from  hence  to  Mells  is  cut  through  a ridge  of  fine  rocks,  abounding  with  fpar  and  fome 
few  foflils. 

Near  the  above-mentioned  romantick  valley,  and  in  the  hamlet  of  Eggford,  part 
of  which  is  within  this  parifti,  is  a houfe,  which  was  fometime  the  refidence  of  the  in- 
genious and  pious  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rowe.  She  was  born  at  Ilchefter  in  this  county. 
Sept.  II,  1674.  Almoft  from  her  infant  cradle  ftie  difcovered  a remarkable  tafte  for 
painting  and  the  finer  arts,  with  which  ftie  amufed  her  leifure  moments  till  very  near 
her  death.  But  the  ftrongeft  bias  of  her  mind  was  diftinguiftied  in  her  love  of  lite- 
rature, and  efpecially  poetry.  In  this  delightful  retreat,  preferring  the  humble  pleafures 
of  retirement  to  thofe  higher  walks  of  grandeur  to  which  ftie  was  repeatedly  invited  by 
her  noble  acquaintance  at  Longleat,  ftie  fpent  the  prime  of  a life  confecrated  to  religion 
and  virtue.  Here  ftie  wrote  moft  of  her  pieces  both  in  profe  and  verfc,  and  was  an 
example  of  piety,  as  well  as  of  learning  and  refined  abilities. 

A.  D.  940,  Edmund  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons  gave  the  manor  of  Whatley,  then 
written  JVatelege,  or  the  land  of  Watel,  a Saxon  lord,  and  confifting  of  ten  hides,  to  the 
church  of  Glaftonbury.^  The  monks  thereof  held  it  at  the  Conqueft,  and  as  lords 
paramount  till  the  diftblution  of  their  houfe. 

Walter  holds  of  the  Abbot  in  Watelei  four  hides.  Ulgar  the  monk  held  it  in 
the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  it  was  unalienable  from  the  church.  The  arable  is 
four  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  two  hides  and  a half,  and  there  are  two 
“ carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  five  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs. 
There  is  a mill  rendering  five  ftiillings,  and  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  fifty  acres  of 
pafture,  and  fourteen  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  feventy  ftiillings.  In  the  fame 
“ manor  John  holds  of  the  abbot  one  hide  of  the  villanes’  land.  The  arable  is  one 
“ carucate,  and  there  are  two  villanes  with  it.  It  is  worth  fifteen  ftiillings.”’’ 

A fmall  portion  of  land  in  Whatley  was  held  at  the  fame  time  by  William  de  Ow, 
furveyed  thus: 

William  de  Ow  holds  of  the  King,  Watelege.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it 
“ gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  one  carucate,.  There  are  two  villanes,  and  fix 
furlongs  of  wood  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth.  It  is  worth  ten  ftiillings.”'' 

A moiety  of  the  demefne  lands  here  was  given  by  Hen.  III.  to  Sir  Robert  Waleran, 
governor  of  the  caftle  of  Briftol,  who  foon  after  the  grant  did  fuit  to  the  abbot’s  court 
ibr  the  lands  which  he  held  in  this  parifti.'^  52  Hen.  III.  this  Robert  de  Waleran 

“ Guliel.  Malmef.  ct  Jo.  Glafton.  Hill.  Lib.  Domefday.  ' Ibid.  ^ Cartular.  Glafton. 
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granted  all  his  pofleflions  here,  with  lands  in  Wilts  and  Dorfet,  to  Alan  Plugenet,  fon 
of  his  filler  Alice,  to  hold  to  him  the  faid  Alan,  and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body,  paying 
yearly  to  him  the  faid  Robert,  and  his  heirs,  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  at  four 
terms  in  the  year.®  This  manor  was  for  feveral  fucceffions  held  of  the  abbey  of 
Glallonbury  by  the  family  of  Brent.^  By  an  inquifition  taken  14  Hen.  VIII.  it  was 
found  that  William  Servington  died  feized  of  the  manor  of  Whatley,  which  he  held  of 
the  Abbot  of  Glallonbury,  as  of  his  manor  of  Boulting,  and  it  was  worth  per  annum 
twenty  pounds  befides  all  reprifes.®  Nicholas  Servington  was  his  fon,  and  heir  of  the 
age  of  nine  years.  The  Servingtons  were  of  Magellone  in  Dorfetlhire.  The  prefent 
lord  of  this  manor  is  Thomas  Horner,  ofMells-Park,  efq. 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bilhop  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated,  according  to  E6lon,  to  St.  George.  It  confills  of  a nave, 
chancel,  and  fouth  aile,  with  a tower  furmounted  by  a fpire  at  the  well  end. 

In  the  fouth  aile  on  a raifed  tomb  lies  the  effigy  of  a knight  in  armour,  crofs -legged 
and  fpurred.  His  hands  are  in  a fuppliant  pollure  clofed  on  his  breall;  on  the  arm  is  a 
Ihield,  whereon  is  a chevron  charged  with  three  bucks’  heads  cabofled.  This  effigy  re- 
prefents  one  of  the  farhily  of  Servington,  tenants  of  this  manor  under  Glallonbury-abbey. 

In  this  aile  is  alfo  a plain  mural  monument  of  Hone,  with  a black  marble  tablet, 
bearing  an  infcription  to  the  memory  of  Richard  Shute,  who  died  April  3,  1757,  aged 
85;  and  Philippa  his  wife,  who  died  February  12,  1737,  aged  68.  As  alfo  to  feveral 

of  their  children. Arms:  Per  chevron, and  in  chief  two  eagles  dilplayed 

of  the  lall. 

•In  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a Hone  thus  infcribed: — ^ Here  lieth  the  body 
of  Morgan  Jones  Clarke,  reftor  of  this  church,  who  departed  this  life  Jan.  21,  1628.” 

On  a fmall  monument  againll  the  fame  wall: In  perpetuam  memoriam  call®, 

fidelifq;  uxoris  Elizabeth®  Wellleed,  qu®  obijt  Jan.  17“,  ®tatis  fu®3i,  A.  D. 
1679,  El’  W*  M.  hoc  erexit:  Digna  fuit  h®c  luce  diuturniore,  nifi  quod  luce  meliore 
digna.” Arms:  A chevron  between  three  fleurs-de-lis. 

Elizabeth  Shute  in  1784,  gave  il.  5s.  a year  to  be  laid  out  in  clothes  for  the  ufe  of 
the  fecond  poor. 

In  1636  a perfon,  whofe  nanne  is  not  now  remembered,  gave  il.  per  annum  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor. 

* Cart.  52  Hen.  IIL  Efc.  * Inq.  poft  Mort. 
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WITHAM-FRIARY,  or  CHARTERHOUSE-WITHAM, 

IS  a large  village  fix  miles  fouthweft  from  Frome,  fituated  in  an  extenfive  and  rich  vale 
of  good  land.  The  parifh  contains  in  the  whole  eighty-eight  houfes.  Thirty-feven 
of  thefe  form  the  village  near  the  churchj  nine  others  are  fituated  at  Gear-Hill,  a 
mile  fouthward;  and  fix  in  a hamlet  called  Charterhouse,  near  Blagdon  on  the 
Mendip  Hills,  at  a vaft  diftance  from  the  village.  The  reft  are  fcattered  throughout 
the  parifh,  which  is  computed  at  near  fix  thoufand  acres. 

Before  the  Conqueft  this  place  was  a member  of  Brewhamj  but  it  was  feparated  by 
the  Conqueror,  and  granted  partly  to  Roger  de  Corcelle,  and  partly  to  Turftin  Fitz- 
Rolf,  whofe  feparate  eftates  are  thus  furveyed : 

William  holds  of  Roger,  Witeham.  Erlebald  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
**  and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  caru- 
cate,  and  two  fervants,  and  four  villanes,  and  three  bordars,  and  four  cottagers,  with 
two  ploughs.  There  are  twenty  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  pafture.  Wood 
one  furlong  long,  and  half  a furlong  broad.  It  was  worth  twenty  fhillings,  now 
thirty  fhillings.  This  land  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  lay  in  Briweham,  the  manor 
of  William  de  Moion,  and  could  not  be  alienated  thenee.” 

“ Butolf  holds  of  Turftin,  WitEham.  Chetel  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
and  fix  cottagers  with  one  plough.  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  fifteen  fhil- 
**  lings,  now  twenty  fhillings.” 

To  this  manor  is  added  one  hide  in  Wltune,  which  Chetel  held  for  a manor  in 
the  time  of  King  Edward.  The  arable  is  one  carucate,  and  there  are  with  it  one 
“ fervant  and  fix  cottagers.  There  are  two  acres  of  meadow.  It  is  worth  ten  fhillings. 
“ When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  thirty  fhillings.  This  land  is  added  to  the  lands 
of  Alwold,  which  Turftin  holds.”* 

After  the  death  of  the  faid  Roger  de  Corcelle  and  Turftin  Fitz-Rolf,  owners  of  thefe 
lands,  the  territory  of  Witham  reforted  to  the  crown,  and  there  continued  till  the 
time  of  Henry  II. 

That  Prince,  upon  his  introdudlion  of  the  Carthufian  monks  into  England,  A.  D. 
1 1 8 1,  founded,  upon  his  demefne  lands  in  this  place,  the  firft  houfe  of  that  order  in  this 
kingdom,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  honour  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  St.  John 

• Lib.  Domefday.  • 
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Baptlft,  and  All-Saints,  and  endowed  with  this  manor  ofWitham,  and  other  valuable 

poffefllons,  having  the  following  boundaries  and  defcription: “ In  the  firft  place, 

from  the  Park-Ditch  northward  to  Hachftoch ; from  the  Hachfioch  of  Pojiberry^  by  the 
dike  of  Berwa  to  the  King’s-mead,  and  through  the  middle  of  the  mead  to  Hacheweie. 
From  Hacheweie  beyond  Humburne  to  Rugalege-,  from  Rugalege  to  JValetone-,  from 
Waletone  hj  Hanejda  to  Luthbroke\  from  Luthbroke  by  the  water-courfe  to  Pennemere-, 
from  Pennemere  to  the  Mare  of  William  Fitz-Peter,  and  thence  to  Kincput-,  froni 
Kincput  near  the  bridge  to  Wodecroft-Peter  •,  from  Wodecroft-Peter  to  Fraggemere-y  from 
Fraggemere  to  Cleteweie-,  from  Cleteweie  to  Fleijioke-,  from  Fleiftoke  to  Snepfuede/weie-, 
from  Snepjuedefweie  to  Ruggejcliva-heaved',  thence  to  Cheljledejweie-,  from  Cheljledejweie  by 
the  flopeof  the  hill  to  Fijborne-Heafole-,  thence  by  a water-courfe  to  the  park;  thence 
by  the  park  ditch  to  Fromweky  and  from  Fromweie  to  HachJiochP 

Thefe  were  the  dimenfions  of  the  demefnes  of  Witham;  befides  which  Hen.  II. 
beftowed  upon  this  his  recent  foundation  land  for  pafturage  at  Cheddenfordy  called 
Harechine  in  Hindcomejende,  reaching  to  Lecherbergy  and  thence  to  Stembergy  Hoppewelky 
Stabergey  SgaldeberegCy  Stanamlaney  and  thence  to  a perforated  rock  by  the  middle  of  a 
pit;  and  from  the  perforated  rock  to  Chimindeclivey  and  thence  by  the  valley  to  Robber's 
Falde-y  and  thence  to  Kingdonejwejlendey  and  from  Kingdonefwejiende  by  the  valley  eaft- 
ward  to  the  way  leading  from  Pjddy  to  Chederford-,  and  thence  above  the  meadow  of 
John  Marejcall  to  Pembelejiorne  Rock,  from  Pembelejiorne  by  the  road  to  the  top  of 
Malherbe  mead,  and  thence  to  Harejioney  betw-een  the  King’s-mead  and  Malherbe  mead; 
and  from  Harejlone  to  the  ftone  in  the  road  leading  to  Hindejgrave',  and  from  Hindejgrave 
to  the  broad  way,  and  thence  to  a fmall  thorn  fence,  to  Hedewoldejling-,  and  thence  to 
a pit  between  the  King’s-mead  and  Rugaberge  mead;  from  that  pit  to  Rademerey  to  the 
Hone  which  forms  the  boundary  betwixt  thofe  two  meads;  and  from  that  ftone  to 
another  ftone,  and  thence  to  Clive  ftone,  and  from  Clive  ftone  to  the  broad  ftone;  thence 
to  Melejirejendey  Stanrodcy  Begejethky  EJweiey  and  Sigodesfield-y  and  thence  by  Smelecume 
vale  to  Roger's -Croft -y  thence  to  Rugelege  and  Clotleg  to  Meleweie  crofs,  and  up  Smelecume 
to  Lejtwiejmere-y  thence  to  Snedelejputtey  Filftejmedey  Bikwelky  and  Suthemejle  Rodberg-y 
thence  to  the  Forks;  and  from  the  Forks  by  a hollow  du£t  to  a ftone  in  the  way  to 
Horjwelle-y  from  Horjwelle  to  Hindejwelle-y  and  thence  to  Walborge  and  Harechmanb' 

The  grants  of  thefe  lands  were  confirmed  by  King  Edward  L'  Befides  which, 
they  had  divers  lands  in  Selwood  and  Mendip  forefts;**  the  priory  and  manor  of  Tofts 
in  Norfolk;  the  priory  and  manor  ofWarmington  in  Warwickfhire;  the  manor  and 
advowfon  of  Spettifbury  in  Dorfetfhire;  a clofe  in  Rodden  called  Barbour' s-mede-y 
Monkfham;  divers  meffuages  and  fhops  in  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  Briftol;  lands  and 
tenements  in  Chilthorne-Vagg,  and  Chilthorne-Domer;  the  manor  of  Afton  in  the 
county  of  Bucks ; fourteen  mefiTuages,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  arable, 
meadow,  wood,  and  heath,  in  Fonthill-Gifford  in  the  county  of  Wilts;  lands  in 
Chedder;  the  manor  of  Charterhoufe-Hydony  and  the  grange  called  Bellerica.  The 
prior  had  yearly  fix  quarters  of  fait  from  the  manor  of  Canford;'  and  the  lead  miners 

*’  Mon.  Angl.  5,  959.  ' Cart.  22  Ed.  I.  n.  42.  ^ Pat.  i Ed.  III.  n.  28. 

' Efc.  14  Hen.  VI.  poll  mort.  Joan.  Com.  Bedford, 
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digging  in  their  foil  on  Mendip,  had  one  hogfhead  of  wine  allowed  them  annually 
from  the  port  of  Briftol/ 

The  firft  prior  of  this  houfe  was  Hugh,  Bilhop  of  Lincoln* 

Walter  was  prior  1318. 

John  de  Evercriche  1387. 

Nicholas  de  la  Felde  1402. 

John  Pefter  1458. He  and  the  convent  obtained  a licence  to  lay  out  a 

cemetery,  about  the  chapel  in  the  Friary,  to  bury  the  fecular  perfons  who  lived  in  their 
diftrift,  and  to  have  a font  in  the  chapel,  and  a chaplain  to  officiate.^ 

John  de  Witham,  a native  of  the  place,  was  prior  A.  D.  1539.  He  and  twelve 
monks  furrendered  their  monaftery  to  the  King  Feb.  15,  the  prior  having  a yearly 
penfion  of  33I.  6s.  8d.  and  a gratuity  of  81.  6s,  8d.  In  1553  the  following  penfions 
remained  in  charge,  viz.  To  John  ClyfFe  61. 13s.  8d.  and  to  John  Swynnelhowe  2I,’* 
The  revenues  of  this  priory  were  valued  in  1534  at  215I.  15s. 

After  its  dilTolution,  the  manor  of  Witham,  the  fcite  of  the  building,  with  its  apper- 
tenances,  and  a grange  and  mefiliage  called  La  Frarie,  as  alfo  the  reftory  of  Witham> 
and  all  tithes  of  grain  and  hay,  in  and  arifing  from  Witham,  Weftbarrow,  Belierica, 
and  La  Frarie,  were  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  in  the  36th  year  of  his  reign  to  Robert 
'Hopton,  elq.  This  Robert  Hopton  was  father  of  Sir  Ralph  Hopton,  knt.  who 
died  feized  of  Witham  15  Dec.  i4Eliz.  From  him  defcended  another  Sir  Ralph 
, Hopton,  knt.  who  for  his  eminent  fervices  to  Charles  I.  during  the  civil  wars,  in 
which  he  was  one  of  his  generals,  was  by  that  King  created  Lord  Hopton,  of  Stratton 
in  the  county  of  Cornwall.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Arthur 
Capel,  grandfather  of  Arthur  Lord  Capel;  but  having  no  iflue  by  her,  the  eftate  came 
into  the  family  of  Wyndham,  by  the  marriage  of  Catherine,  his  eldeft  filter  and  coheir, 
with  John  Wyndham,  efq.  Which  John  Wyndham  by  the  faid  Catherine  his  wife 
was  father  6f  feveral  children,  a younger  one  of  whom  was  named  Hopton,  and  pof- 
felTed  this  manor  j but  dying  without  ilTue  it  reforted  to  the  elder  branch  of  the 
family.  William  Wyndham,  eldeft  fon  of  John  and  Catherine,  was  created  a baronet 
in  1680.  He  died  in  1683,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Sir  Edward,  whofe  fon  and 
fucceflbr  was  Sir  William  Wyndham,  bart.  who  reprefented  this  county  in  parliaipent 
in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Anne  and  George  I.  and  even  to  the  time  of  his  deaSl  in 
1740,  when  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Sir  Charles  Wyndham,  the  late  Earl  of 
Egremont,  who  died  in  1763,  having  before  fold  the  manor  of  Witham  to  William 
Beckford,  efqj  Lord-Mayor  of  London,  whofe  fon  William  Beckford,  of  Fonthill  in 
the  county  of  Wilts,  efq;  is  the  prefent  owner  of  the  manor,  and  patron  of  the  living, 
whereof  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  incumbent. 

The  ruins  of  the  monaftery  were  taken  down  about  the  year  1764,  excepting  a fmall  * 
part  conneded  with  the  eaft  end  of  the  church.  A farm-houfe,  and  another  building, 

^ Pat.  1 1 Ric.  II.  p.  I.  m.  39.  * Regift.  Beckin.  233.  “ Willis’s  Hift.  of  Abbies,  ii.  201. 

* Itin.  Will,  de  Worcefter,  285. 
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have  been  ere£l:ed  bn  the  fcite,  by  which  It  appears  to  have  been  an  extenfive  edifice. 
The  dormitory  was  erefted  in  the  time  of  Bifhop  Beckington.* 

At  a little  diftance,  an  elegant  feat  was  begun  by  the  late  alderman  Beckford,  and 
had  it  been  finilhed,  would  have  been  a fuperb  pile.  It  was  fituated  in  the  upper  part 
of  what  was  intended  an  extenfive  and  beautiful  lawn,  with  nearly  a foutheaft  afpefl. 
The  principal  entrance  was  nobly  defigned,  having  two  femicircular  columns  of  fine 
proportion  and  elegance,  one  on  each  fide  the  door,  which  reared  their  rich  and  lofty 
capitals  almoft  to  the  top  of  the  edifice.  The  whole  building  was  to  have  been  of 
Purbeck  or  Portland  ftonej  but  fince  the  founder’s  death,  which  happened  in  1770, 
it  has  been  totally  negleded,  and  is  at  length  taken  down. 

At  about  a mile  diftance  from  this  fpot  ftands  the  church,  which  belonged  to 
the  monaftery.  It  is  a fmall  ftrudure,  confifting  of  one  aile,  the  cieling  fupported 
by  ftone  arches  which  concentrate  in  a very  fingular  manner.  Within,  on  the  north 
wall,  is  the  paflage  by  which  the  monks  entered  the  church.  This  entrance  is  clofed 
by  the  back  of  one  of  the  pews,  which  being  pulled  down  in  order  to  explore  it,*  a 
very  difagreeable  effluvia  exhaled  from  the  paflTage,  occafioned  probably  from,  the  non- 
admiffion  of  frefh  air  into  a place  on  which  perhaps  no  human  foot  had  trod  fince  the 
year  1539.  This  paflage  winds  in  a femicircular  diredion  round  to  the  eaft  end  of 
the  church,  where  the  monaftery  joined  it. ' 

On  three  grave-ftones  are  the  following  infcriptions : 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Wyndham,  efq;  of  this  parifti,  fonn  of  John 
Wyndham,  efq;  of  Orchard-Wyndham  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  who  departed  this 
life  the  i6th  of  December,  A.  D.  1639.” 

“ Here  lieth  the  body  of  Hopton  Wyndham,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  13, 
A.  D.  1697.”  Arms:  A chevron  between  three  lions  heads  erafed. 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Jane  Codrington,  the  wife  of  John  Codrington,  efq;  of 
Codrington,  and  relid  of  Hopton  Wyndham,  efq;  who  died  Feb.  6,  1702.”  Arms; 
Wyndham,  impaling  ten  roundlets. 

There  was  a chantry  in  this  church,  called  Childes-Chauntery^  endowed  with  ten 
marks  per  annum.*' 

T o another  chantry  here  belonged  two  mefluages,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
of  arable  land,  meadow,  pafture  and  wood,  in  Witham  and  Wikham.‘ 

A Mr.  Payne  gave  ten  Ihillings  a year  to  the  fecond  poor  of  this  parifh. 

Charterhouse  on  Mendip  was  a cell  to  this  priory,  and  was  granted  as  part  ofits 
pofleffions  36  Hen.  VIII.  to  Robert  May,  efq.  44  Eliz.  it  was  the  feat  of  John  May, 
efq;  iheriff  of  this  county.  In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  It  belonged  to 
Mr.  Gore,  who  purchafed  it  of  the  May  family.  It  was  fold  by  the  prefent  John 
Gore,  efq;  to  Welbore  Ellis,  efq;  the  prefent  owner. 

“ Pat.  22  Hen.  VI.  p.  2.  m.  4.  ‘ Pat,  21  Ric,  II.  p.  1.  m.  39, 
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Hydon  Grange,  foutheaft  from  Charterhoufe,  belonged  alfo  to  Witham-Friary, 
and  was  included  in  the  grant  to  Robert  May  abovementioned.  In  the  old  terriers  it 
is  called  ^emple-Hydon  and  Charterhouje-Hydon. 

Southward  from  Hydon  is  Billerica,  another  ancient  grange  of  the  fame  mona- 
ftery,  which  after  the  diflblution  was  held  by  Edward  Duke  of  Somerfet,  and  in  the 
fchedule  of  his  eftates  was  valued  at  14I.  12s.  8d.  per  annum.”  21  Eliz.  the  capital 
meffuage  or  farm  of  Billerica,  two  hundred  acres  of  arable  and  meadow  land,  thirty 
acres  of  pafture,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  wood,  with  appertenances  in  Billerica, 
within  the  parilh  of  Frary  (as  Witham  is  often  called)  were  held  of  the  crown  by 
John  Ayfhe,  efq.“ 

^ MS,  Valor.  ? Efc.  zi  EHz. 
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This  is  a long  narrow  tra6l  of  land  lying  between  the  hundreds  of  Wells-Forum 
to  the  northeaft',  and  Whitney  to  the  fouthweft.  The  river  Brew  traverfes  it 
lengthwife  from  Baltonfbury  to  its  junction  with  the  Yeo,  and  thence  falls  into  the 
Parret  near  Burnham,  commixing  loon  after  with  the  channel.  The  foil  is  fenny, 
having  formerly  been  overflown  by  the  waters  of  the  fea,  which  retiring,  and  being 
excluded  by  fluices  and  fea  walls,  the  marlhes  have  from  time  to  time  by  much  in- 
duftry  been  drained  and  reduced  to  profit. 

The  boundaries  of  thefe  Twelve  Hides  were  anciently  diftinguilhed  in  the  following 

manner They  begin  at  Brutajche^  at  Strete  bridge,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  faid 

bridge,  and  proceed  eaftward  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  marfh,  to  the  fouth  head  of 
Baltenejberge  bridge,  and  from  Baltenejberge  on  the  north  part  from  the  houle  of  Wlgar 
cum  harbUi  who  was  the  conftruftor  of  that  bridge  in  the  time  of  St.  Dunftan  abbot  of 
Glaftonbury;  and  fo  above  the  caufey  to  the  further  fide  of  Pinnelakey  by  the  middle  of 
the  marlhto  thehoufe  of  Norman  at  Baltenejberge  mill.  And  fo  up  to  the  road  which 
comesTrom  that  church  into  Reholte  as  far  as  la  Lupiwite  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the- 
houfe of  Ofgar  ^Attaholte.  And  thence  into  the  road  which  leads  through  the  middle 
of  that  Holte  diredlly  to  Renew ard  bridge  over  St.  Dunftan’s  dike.  And  fo  into  the 
rivulet  coming  from  Cdleburi.  And  fo  up  againfl;  the  water-courfe  to  the  houfe  of 
OJward  de  la  Burne,  And  thence  over-againft  the  Burne  to  the  court-houfe  of  Ailmer^.. 
lleward  at  Bradelee.  And  fo  up  from  that  Burne  into  the  road  which  lies  before  his 
houfe.  And  fo  on  the  fouth  fide  of  that  church,  eaftward  as  far  as  Stohy  into  the  high 
road.  And  fo  athwart  the  road  over-againft  Withelee  hill,  into  that  path  which  lies  on , 
the  fouth  fide  of  Chulebury.  Then  into  a certain  path  as  far  as  Windeietey  into  the 
bounds  of  Bikenham  and  Ferlege.  And  fo  downwards  through  the  middle  of  Pilton 
park  to  the  further  fide  of  the  way  which  goes  acrofs  the  ftone  bridge  into  the  road 
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leading  to  Wottone^  and  fo  along  a path  to  Fulebrcc.  And  thence  in  the  fouth  part  of 
. that  church  to  a rivulet,  and  as  far  as  Loffellegethe,  And  fo  down  into  the  moor  as  far 
as  Hocchye^  and  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  moor  to  Sowye,  and  into  the  dike 
bounds  on  the  north  fide  of  Bachinwere.  And  fo  by  the  bank,  and  along  an  old  water- 
courfe  to  Bledeney  bridge,  and  fo  by  the  middle  of  that  bridge  to  JJtlenie^  wliich  is  the 
bounds  of  Martenejei,  And  fo  about  that  ifland  as  far  as  Sadelby^  and  thence  by  the 
bank,  and  along  a water-courfe  to  the  dike  which  lies  between  the  moor  of  Stoke  and 
IFithruhepjam ; and  fo  in  the  Wynerdlake.  And  thence  by  the  bounds  of  J^dredefei 
ifland,  and  from  Draicote  up  over-againft  the  hill  to  Hor^Jlone.  Then  in  thtWyare- 
fatbe,  and  fo  down  as  far  as  Upper  Batecurnhe.  And  fo  by  the  bounds  of  Ceddre  to 
Grenehalle.  And  fo  to  Litellakweyj  thence  to  Laymerwinel.  Thence  diredlly  -through 
,the  middle  of  an  alder-grove  to  Horewylhegey  and  fo  as  far  as  Munehnelegh.  Thence 
to  a certain  trench  called  Bitwymvorde,  and  fo  to  Scearpehorde.  Thence  to  Notepdlky 
and  Tlakc,  and  fo  along  Tlake  down  to  Twere.  And  from  Twere  along  Ahedejdichey  up 
to  Langhjy  thence  into  the  great  water-courfe,  and  along  it  eaftward  into  the  bounds  of 
'Wethemorey  and  from  NortMlade  as  far  as  Funfmgwere.  Thence  to  Kinpingmerey  thence 
to  Middelmede-y  thence  beyond  the  hall  to  Cumejham.  Thence  into  Lithlakey  and  through 
the  middle  of  the  moor,  as  far  as  the  bounds  of  Mere  and  Pouldone.  And  fo  by  thofe 
bounds  eaftward,  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  moor  till  underneath  Scherpham,  And  fo 
thence  under  Hundewode  eafhvard  to  Brutajchey  where  the  bounds  began. 

Within  this  diftridt  were  contained  the  follorving  places,  viz.  The  ifland  of  Glaftoriy 
with  the  fields,  woods,  meadows,  and  moors,  belonging  thereto;  the  ifland  of  Heortiy 
with  a fine  and  extenfive  grove  of  alders,  meadows,  and  fruitful  paftures.  After 
this  a great  part  of  Piltone  park;  then  Bekinham  with  Stikelingh,  After  thefe  Withele 
.^xvdi  Colnburiy  vivth.  WePpennardy  fields,  meadows,  and  paftures  thereto  belonging. 
Then  the  Bitrne  and  Kyneardy  with  their  fields  and  meadows.  After,  great  part  of 
'Baltenejberghy  with  its  fields,  meadows,  large  paftures,  and  with  all  the  alder  groves, 
and  moors  weftward,  on  the  north  fide  of  BuddecleOy  as  far  as  Brutajehe  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Strete  bridge.  Then  Edgarleghy  with  its  fields  and  meadows.  Then  the  ifland 
of  Beokeryy  with  its  appertenances;  and  from  Brutajehe  abovementioned,  the  whole  of 
the  marfli  weftward,  which  lies  on  the  north  fide  of  Hundefwode  and  Scherphaniy  as  far 
as  the  bounds  of  Pouldon  and  Mere  into  Lichelake.  The  ifland  alfo  of  Mere  and 
Wejheyy  with  their  fields,  meadows,  woods,  and  fpacious  moors ; the  ifland  of  Godeneyy 
with  its  lands  and  very  large  moors;  the  ifland  of  Padenebeorge  and  Northiladey  with 
arable  lands,  meadows,  paftures,  moors,  and  ample  woods;  the  ifland  of 
excelling  aH  the  reft  in  pleafantnefs  of  fituation,  with  its  lands,  woods,  meadows,  and 
large  moors,;  ^nd  the  ifland  of  Martinejheyy  with  the  lands,  meadows,  and  paftures 
x^pertainlng  thereto.  And  near  Meindeje  hill  is  Batecumbt  with  all  its  lands  and  paftures 

upon 
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upon  the  hill  thereto  belonging.  All  thefe  places,  continues  my  author,  contained 
within  the  bounds  of  the  twelve  hides,  and  belonging  to  Glaftonbury,  enjoyed  all  the 
immunities  of  regal  dignity,  from  ancient  times  and  from  the  firfl;  eftablifhment  of 
Chriftianity  in  this  land  j and  they  were  confirmed  to  the  church  of  Glaftonbury  as  well , 
by  the  Britifh  as  the  Englifh  and  Norman  kings.'’  Of  the  immunities  and  powers 
which  appertained  to  that  church,  one  was  very  particular}  which  was,  that  by  the 
grant  of  King  Canute,  no  fubjedt  could  enter  this  diftridl  without  the  leave  and  per- 
miflion  of  the  Lord  Abbot  of  Glaftonbury.  It  now  includes  the  following  parifties: — 
Glaftonbury  St.  Benedidt,  Glaftonbury  St.  John,  Baltonfbury,  Bradley,  Mere,  Weft- 
Pennard,  and  North- Wotton, 

How  this  territory  obtained  the  appellation  of  the  twelve  hides,  we  learn  from  the 
monkifh  writers  of  the  foil,  who  have  carried  the  annals  of  their  houfe  to  the  remoteft 
ages  of  chriftianity,  and  arrogated  to  it  an  honour  unallowable  to  any  other  fociety  or 
place  in  Britain. 

When  St.  Philip  the  Apoftle,  after  the  death  of  our  blefled  Saviour,  was  in  Gaul, 
promulgating  the  dodtrine  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  he  was  informed  by  certain  re- 
fugees, that  all  thofe  horrid  fuperftitions  which  he  had  obferved  in  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  which  he  found  fo  much  labour  and  difficulty  in  overcoming, 
originated  from  a little  ifland,  at  no  great  diftance  fl'om  the  continent,  called  Britain, 
Thither  he  immediately  refolved  to  extend  the  influence  of  his  precepts,  and  in  the 
place  of  barbarous  an^  bloody  rites,  long  exercifed  by  bigoted  and  befotted  Druids, 
to  introduce  the  meek  and  gentle  lyftem  of  Chriftianity.  Accordingly  he  difpatched 
twelve  of  his  companions  and  followers,  and  appointed  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  who  not 
long  before  had  taken  his  Saviour  from  the  crofs,  to  fuperintend  the  facred  embafly. 
Britain  was  wild  and  uncultivated,  its  inhabitants  rude  and  ininfieal  to  ftrangers;  yet 
withal,  its  king  Arviragus  could  fofter  a few  itinerants,  whom  he  knew  not  how  to 
hate,  nor  wiihed  to  love.  In  eonfideradon  of  their  hard  and  laborious  journey,  he 
difpofed  their  habitation  in  a fmall  ifland,  then  wafte  and  untillaged,  and  furrounded 
by  bogs  and  moraflfes  affigning  to  each  of  the  twelve  a certain  portion  of  land  called 
a.  hidcj  fufficient  for  one  family  to  live  upon,  and  compofing  in  all  a territory,  deno^ 
minated  to  this  day  THE  TWELVE  HIDES  OF  GLASTON. 

* Johannes  Glafton.  De  loch prindpalibus  infra  duodecim  hidas,, 
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The  fpot  was  at  this  early  period  ^called  by  the  natives  or  the  GlalTy 

Ifland,  either  becaufe  its  furface  reprefented  2,  glaften^  or  blue  green  colour;  or 
becaufe  it  abounded  with  the  herb  called  Glajl^  or  woad,  with  which  they  were  ufed  to 
tinge  their  bodies.  In  after  times  it  received  the  fancied  name  of  Avalon^  or  the  Ide 
of  Apples;  or  the  land  where  AvalloCy  a Britiih  chief,  firft  pitched  his  refidence.  The 
Saxons  finally  called  it  Dlaepcinja-bynj. 

Here,  according  to  the  monaflick  annalifts,  St.  Jofeph  erefted  to  the  honour  of  the 
bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  of  wattles  and  wreathed  twigs,  the  firft  Chriftian  oratory  in  Eng- 
land; which  being  decayed  by  time,  was  rebuilt  by  St.  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus,  two 
legates  of  Pope  Eleutherius,  who  came  into  this  ifland  about  one  hundred  years  after 
the  death  of  Jofeph,  Lucius  then  being  king  of  the  country.  They  alfo  built  another 
oratory  on  the  top  of  the  hill  called  the  Torr,  to  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  “ That 
he  there  might  have  honour  on  earth  of  men,  who,  at  the  command  of  God,  fhould 
bring  men  to  eternal  honours  in  heaven.”  St.  Patrick  the  apoftle  of  Ireland,  A.  D. 
439,  vifited  the  ifland  of  Tnfwytryn,  which  was  by  that  time  become  a noted  fchool  of 
fandtity,  and  a regular  congregation  of  monks,  and  repaired  the  two  ruinated  chapels  ■ 
of  St.  Michael  and  the  bleffed  Virgin.  St.  Benignus,  his  fucceffor  in  the  fee  of  Ar- 
magh, followed  his  example,  and  retired  to  this  place,  then  newly  named  Avalony 
where  he  prefided  over  a few  religious  till  his  death.  About  the  year  of  our  Lord 
530,  St.  David,  archbifhop  of  Menevia,  accompanied  by  feven  of  his  fuffragan  bifhops, 
took  a journey  to  Avalon,  and  expended  large  fums  of  money  in  adding  to  the  build- 
ings of  the  church.  This  laft-mentioned  faint  was  uncle  of  the  renowned  King  Arthur, 
who  in  his  time,  A.  D.  542,  having  been  mortally  wounded  in  the  rebellion  of  his 
coufin  Mordred  at  the  battle  of  Camlan,  was  carried  to  this  abbey,  that  he  might 
prepare  himfelf  for  his  departure  out  of  life  in. the  fociety  of  the  religious,  and  be 
interred  among  fuch  a number  of  faints  as  repofed  there  from  the  beginning  of  Chrifti- 
anity.  He  was  accordingly  here  buried,  and  his  bones  remained  unmolefted  in  the 
monks’  cemetery  for  fix  hundred  and  forty  years,  when  being  found  in  digging  a fepul- 
rhre,  the  relicks  were  removed  into  the  prefbytery  of  the  church,  and  reinterred  with 
the  following  infcription  by  Abbot  Swanfey: 

“ meet  aitbucufl!,  flosf  Eegum,  gloria  regni, 

€iuem  moce0,  probita^,  commenoant  lauoe  perenni,” 

The  common  tradition  was,  that  he  fuffered  only  a temporary  kind  of  death,  and 
that  he  would  come  again  to  reafliime  the  feeptre: 

“ iBnt  foi  be  gfeapeo  batell 
OBretong  ano  Compfeb  fegetb  tbu0, 

Cbat  be  leoptb  5ut  peroe, 

fcball  come  anb  be  a bgng  m* 
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at  (^lafl^ngtjurp  on  tU  queer, 

C^e?  mane  actec’0  tomtie  tber, 
anB  torote  toitf)  Latpn  tiers  thus 

Hie  jacet  Arthur  us,  rex  quondam,  rexque  futurus."^ 

But  to  fay  no  more  of  this  illuftrious  warrior,  than  that  five  different  epitaphs  are 
attributed  to  his  tomb,  we  return  to  the  church  of  Glaftonbuiy,  which  in  the  year  605 
was  inftituted  into  a more  regular  fociety  by  St.  Auguftine  the  monk,  who  was  fenc 
into  England  by  Pope  Gregory  the  Great,  to  preach  the  faith  to  the  Englifh  Saxons, 
Twenty-five  years  after  this  St.  Pauiinus,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  (but  before  that  the 
firfl;  archbifhop  of  York)  refided  in  this  monaftery,  and  about  this  period  the  place 
adopted  the  name  of  Glafteinbyri,  by  which,  with  fome  little  variation  of  orthography^ 
it  has, -ever  fince  been  called.  This  Pauiinus  was  a great  benefador  to  the  abbey,  the 
buildings  of  which  he  enlarged,  built  the  old  church  with  timber,  and  covered  it  with- 
out, from  top  to  bottom,  with  lead.’’ 

Celtic,  Ceolwlph,  Kenewalch,  Kentwine,  Cedwalla,  and  other  kings,  were  great 
benefadors  to  the  abbey,  and  enriched  it  with  valuable  lands  and  pofleffions;  but  when 
Ina  came  to  the  throne,  he  excelled  all  his  predeceflbrs  in  his  munificence.  For  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  708  he  pulled  down  the  old  ruinous  buildings  of  the  monaftery, 
and  rebuilt  it  in  the  moft  fumptuous  and  magnificent  manner,  to  the  honour  of  Chrift, 
and  the  Apoftles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul;  adorning  the  edifice  with  a coltly  chapel, 
garnifhed  and  plated  over  with  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  pounds  weight  of 
filver;  and  an  altar  with  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  pounds  weight  of  gold.'  Befides 
which  he  gave  rich  ornaments  therem,  as  chalice,  cenfer,  candlefticks,  bafon,  bucket, 
images,  and  pall  for  the  altar  of  incredible  value,  with  precious  gems  for  the  em- 
broidery of  the  celebrating  robes. 

Nor  did  his  liberality  reft  here;  for  he  beftowed  on  the  abbey  a.  great  extent  of 
territory;  and,  by  his  charter  granted  A.  D.  7 2 5,  confirmed  to  the  monks  whatever  had  at 
any  time  been  given  by  any  of  his  predeceflbrs,  and  amongft  other  immunities  exempted  ^ 
from  epifcopal  authority  the  church  of  Glaftonbury,  and  the  following  churches  fubjedt 
thereto;  viz.  Sowy,  Brent,  Moorlinch,  Shapwick,  Street,  Butleigh,  and  Pilton.  The 
jurifdidtion,  however,  over  thefe  feven  parifhes  was  the  fubjedt  of  a four  hundred 
and  fifty  years’  controverfy  between  the  monks  of  this  monaftery  and  the  bifhops  of 
the  diocefe.  They  afterwards  compofed  the  archdeaconiy,  and  are  ftill  called  the 
JuriJdiblion  of  Glaftonbury. 

Succeeding  Monarchs  withheld  not  their  gratuities,  but  were  zealous  in  ratifying, 
confirming,  and  adding  to  all  the  grants  that  had  precedently  been  made  to  this 
illuftrious  foundation.  In  fliort,  (to  ufe  the  words  of  a Glaftonbury  hiftorian)  Kings 
and  Queens,  not  only  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  but  of  other  kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy; 
feveral  Archbiftiops  and  Bifhops,  many  Dukes,  and  the  nobility  of  both  fexes, 
thought  themfelves  happy  in  increafing  the  revenues  of  this  venerable  houfe,  to  obtain 
them  a place  of  fepulture  therein.'* 

• De  geftis  Arthuri  in  Libro  Rubro  Bathonias,  penes  Prsehon.Vicecom.  Weymouth.  *’  Joh.  Glafton.  Hift.  i.  85. 

' Ibid.  95.  HiBory  and  Antiquities  of  Glaftonbury,  by  Charles  Eyfton,  p.  31. 
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However,  during  the  dreadful  depredations  of  the  Danes,  both  the  monaftery  and 
town  of  Glaflonbury  began  to  drop  their  fplendour,  ^nd  exhibit  the  appearance  of  ruin 
and  diftrefs.  To  reftore  it  to  its  ancient  dignity  was  the  bufmefs  of  King  Edmund, 
■who  appointed  St.  Dunftan  abbot  over  it,  and  permitted  him  to  make  free  ufe  of  his 
tfgal  treafury  to  enable  him  to  rebuild  it.  A new  foundation  was  laid  in  the  year  of 
Chrift  942,  and  the  offices  were  built  after  a model  brought  from  France,  whence  alfo 
he  introduced  a new  congregation  of  Benediftine  monks,  and,  aided  by  the  liberality  of 
his  Monarch,  reftored  the  abbey  to  its  former  luftre. 

T o add  thereto,  and  to  render  the  reli^ous  refpedable  in  the  eyes  of  the  laity. 
King  Edmund,  in  the  year  944,  granted  to  St.  Dunftan  and  his  monks  a charter, 
confirming  all  former  ones^,  and  difcharging  them  from  divers  burdens,  duties,  con- 
tributions, and  fubjedionsj  and  giving  them  a right  and  power  to  receive  fines,  punifh 
malefactors,  and  to  enjoy  all  their  lands  and  pofleffions  as  free  from  all  claims  as  he 
enjoyed  his  own. 

King  Edgar  granted  the  monks  feveral  charters,  conveying  to  them  additional  pri- 
vileges and  pofteffions.  Among  the  former,  were  the  liberty  of  determining  pleas,  -and 
correting  delinquents  j fanctuary  within  the  limits  of  the  hundred j the  appropriating 
liidden  treafure  to  their  own  ufe  j that  the  monks  fhould  always  be  electors  of  their 
own  abbot,  and  that  all  controverfies  whatfoever  within  their  jurifdiction  fhould  be 
.determined  in  die  abbot’s  court. 

The  lands,  which  at  this  period,  or  at  leaft  before  the  Norman  Conqueft,  the 
monaftery  of  Glaflonbury  poflefled  by  the  grants  of  different  kings  and  others,  were 
immenfe  in  number  and  in  value. 

Arthur  King  of  the  Britons  gave  Brent-Marjh  and  Bolden^  with  many  other  lands, 
which  the  Anglo-Saxons  feized,  but  afterwards  feftored.  Kenewalch  gave  Ferramerey 
with  the  two  iflands  on  each  fide  the  lake;  viz.  JVeJihay  and  Godney,  as  alfo  the  iflands  of 
Beokerjfy  Martinjeyy  and  Andredjey.  King  Kentwine  gave  Moncktoriy  confifting  of  twenty 
hides,  with  the  fame  number  of  hides  in  Caryy  and  three  in  Crewkerne.  Baldred  gave 
Pennard  fix  hides,  Logarejburgh  (afterwards  called  Mont  acute)  fixteen  hides,  and  Weft- 
merCy  with  the  fifhery  of  the  Barret.  Bifhop  Hedda  gave  Leigh  upon  Mendip  fix  hides, 
-confirmed  by  King  Cedwalla.  King  Ina  gave  the  twenty  hides  of  Brent y Sowy  or 
Middlezoy  of  twelve  hides,  Pilton  twenty  hides,  Boulting  twenty  hidesi  in  Livig  juxta 
Lamer  twenty  hides,  and  the  fame  in  Roalt.  St.  Wulfrid,  archbifhop  of  York,  gave 
JVedmore  fixty  hides,  and  one  hide  in  Clewer.  Biftiqp  Forther  gave  Bledanhead  one 
hide.  Abbefs  Buggu,  with  the  confent  of  King  Ina,  gave  Oar  three  hides.  King 
Athelard  gave  Poholt  fixty  hides,  and  in  Loric  ten  hides.  Fridogida  his  Queen  gave 
Brumpton  five  hides.  King  Cuthred,  lire  three  hides.  LuUa,  a maiden,  gave  Bal- 
tonjbury  and  Shapzvick  ten  hides.  King  Ethelbald,  Gaffick  and  Bradley  four  hides. 
'Kinelwulph,,  Wotton  five  hides,  Compton  five  hides,  and  Houndjborough.  Ethelard  his 
fteward  gave  three  hides  in  Cheddery  viz.  Ellenborough  and  Comb.  Sulca,  a maiden, 
gave  Cullum  eleven  hides.  King  Oft'a,  Inelworth  ten  hides.  Ethelmund,  Huntjpily 
PLdgiftly  Butleigh  twenty  hides.  King  Athelwulph  gave  Vffcolum  twenty-four  hides, 
Bndand  five,  Pennard  nine,  and  confirmed  the  grant  of  Earl  Ethelftan  of  Glutton  ten 

^ides; 


GLASTONBURY. 


243 


hides;  and  of  Enulph,  Ditchety  Lottijham,  and  HornUotton.  Kj.ng  Edielbald  gave  Blanc-> 
minjler  ten  hides.  King  Athelftan  granted  and  confirmed,  of  the  gift  of  Duke  Athelra, 
ten  hides;  of  the  gift  of  archbifhop  Wulfhelm,  twenty  hides;  of 

the  gift  of  Ofric,  Over-Beverel  ov  Monkt on  ten  hides;  of  the  gift  of  Elfleda,  queen  of 
King  Edward,  Winterburne  ten  hides;  of  the  gift  of  Duke  Ethelftan,  IVrington  twenty 
hides,  Wejlon  or  Fojscot  five  hides,  and  Lyme  in  Dorfetfhire,  fix  hides;  and  of  the 
gift  of  Widow  UfFa,  five  hides.  King  Edmund  gave  Chriftian-Malford  twenty 
hides,  Kingfton  eight,  Wotton  five,  Whatley  ten,  Pucklechurch  thirty,  Eajlfordy  with 
the  fifhery,  half  abide;  Domerhamy  Mertouy  and  Pendrithy  one  hundred  hides ; Stone 
eight  hides.  He  confirmed  alfo  the  grant  of  Elfreda,  King  Edward’s  Queen,  of 
Acfordy  Bucklandy  2iX\di  Plats y confiftingof  twenty-feven  hides;  Hannington  fifteen  hides; 
of  the- gift  of  Wulfrid,-7G«^/!?«  thirty  hides,  Grittleton  ten  hides,  Lurnworth  ^vty  and 
Fintinhull  five  hides;  of  the  gift  of  Elfi,  Bat  combe  twenty  hides;  of  the  gift  of  Earl 
Ethelftan,  twenty  hides;  of  the  gift  of  Segewulph,  five 'hides;  of  the 

gift  of  Wulfec,  Langford  two  hides.  King  Edred  gave  Badbury  twenty-five  hides; 
two  hides  in  Chrift churchy  Lurnocky  and  Staplewelh,  two  in  Nunneyy  and  one  in  Ellen- 
borough.  He  granted  likewife  the  large  manor  of  Ajhburyy  confifting  of  forty  hides. 
King  Alfred  gave  Camerton  five  hides.  iElfgitha,  a nun,  gave  Pennard- Minjler  ten 
hides.  King  Edwin  gave  Pamborough  two  hides,  and  Blackford  fix.  He  confirmed 
alfb  Elphegus’s  grant  of  Cranmorcy  containing  twelve  hides;  Efericus’s,  oiWidcombe  fix; 
Alwin’s,  of  eight  hides  in  Stourton-y  Brithric’s,  of  Teovilton  five  hides;  Brithere’s,  of 
Wyneat.  King  Edgar  gave  Stour  thirty  hides,  Milton-Puddimore  two,  Luccotnbe  two,  . 
Blackford  five.  Ham  feven,  Dunden  five, . and  Wheathill  three.  He  confirmed  Duke 
Alphar’s  grant  of  Wejibury  forty  hides,,  and  of  Othery  five ; Alwin’s,  of  Grittleton  twenty- 
five  hides,  Nettleton  twenty,  and  Horton  ten;  as  alfo  alderman  Alphar’s  grant  of  twenty 
hides  in  Badcombe-,  Ealdred’s,  of  Clifton  y Elflem’s,  of  Durborough-,  Athelflede’s,  of  Han- 
nington ; Queen  ./Elfwith’s,  of  Winfcombe  fifteen  hides,  Idmijion  ten,  Streaton  fix,  and 
Andredfey  hdXi  a hide;  of  the  grant  of  Edred,  Middlehall  fikttn  hides;  of  Brithfige, 
Hilton  five  hides.  King  Egelred  gave  Aujicliff  fix  hides,  Sidborough  one,  Fifowere,  and 
a houfe  in  Wilton.  And  King  Edmund  Ironfide  gave  Newton-Cajile  in  Dorfetlhire, 
confifting  of  feventeen  hides.*" 

At  the  coming  in  of  the  Conqueror  the  abbey  was  ftript  of  many  of thefe  polTeffions, , 
but  they  ftill  retained  the  following  manors  in  this  county,  viz.  Glaftonbury,  Mere, 
Pamborough,  Andredfey,  Winfcombe,  Milton,  Lydford,  Shapwick,  Middlezoy,  Cof- 
fington,  Durborough,  Blackford,  Stowel,  Walton,  Alhcott,  Pedwell,  Budley,  Dunden, 
Greinton,  Leigh,  Ham,  Butleigh,  Lotterford,  Pilton,  Shepton,  Pennard,  Baltonfbury, 
Doulting,  Badcombe,  Weftcombe,  Mells,  Whatley,  Wrington,  Monkton,  Markfbury, 
Ditchet,  Hornblotton,  Camerton,  Cranmore,  Brent,  Downhead,  and  fome  fmall  parcels 
of  land,  not  diftinguilhed  in  the  general  furvey  of  that  period. 

Their  pofieflions  in  the  town  and  environs  of  Glaftonbury  are  tlius  furvey edi 

The  church  of  Glastonbury  has  in  that  vill  twelve  hides,,  which  were  never 
afiefied  nor  taxed.  The  arable  is  thirty  carucates.  In  demefne  are  ten  hides  wanting 
* Johan.  Glafton.  Hill.  i.  41,  42,  43,  44. 
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one  virgate.  And  there  are  five  carucates,  and  feventeen  fervants,  and  twenty-one 
villanes,  and  twenty-three  cottagers  with  five  ploughs.  There  are  eight  fmiths,  and 
three  arpents  of  vineyard/  and  fixty  acres  of  meadow,  and  two  hundred  acres  of 
“ pafture,  and  twenty  acres  of  wood,  and  three  hundred  acres  of  coppice  wood.  It  , is 
worth  twenty  pounds. 

‘‘To  this  manor  adjoins  an  ifland  called  Mere,  where  are  fixty  acres  of  land.  The 
“ arable  is  one  carucate,  and  there  are  ten  fifliermen,  and  three  fifheries,  which  pay  . 
“ twenty  pence,  and  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  fix  acres  of  wood,  and  two  arpents  of 
“ -vineyard.  It  is  worth  twenty  fhillings. 

“ Another  ifland  belongs  thereto,  whkh  is  called  Padeneberie.  There  are  fix 
“ acres  of  land,  and  three  arpents  of  vineyard,  and  one  cottager.  I>t  is  worth  four 
“ fiiillings. 

“ -A  third  Ifland  adjoins  thereto  called  Ederesige,  in  which  are  two  hides,  which 
“ never  paid  geld.  There  is  one  carucate,  with  one  bordar,  and  two  acres  of  meadow, 
and  one  acre  of  coppice  wood.  It  is  worth  fifteen  fhillings.  Goduin  holds  it  of 
the  abbot.*'® 

The  knights  who  held  lands  of  the  abbey  in  the  times  of  Henry  I.  and  Henry  II.  were, 

Walter  de  Scireburne,  who  held  one  knight’s  fee,  and  after  him  Earl  Patrick. 

Walter  Waleran  the  elder  held  one  fee,  and  after  him  his  fon  Walter. 

[Robert  Malet  held  ten  fees,  and  Hubert  de  Sanfta  Sufanna  held  thereof  two  fees, 
and  afterwards  William  Malet  held  the  whole  for  twelve  knights’  fees* 

Alured  de  Lincoln  the  elder,  five  j afterwards  Alfred. 

Robert  de  Candos  and  Walter  his  fon,  one. 

Anfketilde  Cofinton,  one;  his  grandfon  after  him. 

« Geffrey  de  Coveflon,  one;  and  afterwards  Geffrey  Fltz- Adam. 

Hugh  de  Grainton  anji  his  grandfon,  half  a fee. 

Sanfon  de  Spercegrave  and  Ids  fon,  one  fee. 

W alter  de  Abbodefton  and  Robert  his  fon,  one  fee. 

Richard  Fitz-Urfe  and  Reginald  his  fon,  one  and  a half. 

William  Fitz-Walter  and  Robert  Fitz-Martin  his  fon,  five.  , - 

Odo  Baucans,  and  afterwards  Geffrey  his  grandfon,  one* 

William  de  Hwatelei,  one.  ^ 

Alberick,  and  after  him  Roger  Folioth,  one. 

Ralph  Hufe,  one. 

John  Fitz-Hamund  and  William  his  grandfon,  one. 

Geffrey  Tortefmains,  and  afterwards  Robert  Pukerel,  one. 

Ofbert  de  Lifuns,  and  afterwards  Henry  de  Newmarch,  one. 

Roger  de  Berkeley,  one. 

Henry  Orefcvill  and  Helias  his  foi^  one. 

‘ It  appears  from  an  old  terrier  of  this  abbey  of  the  time  of  Edward  III.  that  there  was  then  a vineyard  In 
•<51allonbury  of  five  acres,  and  another  in  Pamborough  of  three.  The  arpent  was  a meafure  made  ufe  of  in 
>formandy,  and  was  ec^ui valent  to  onr  furlong. 

*Xib.  JDomefday. 
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Ralph  Baflet,  and  the  heir  of  Ralph  Baflet  junior,  one. 

Aiulf  and  William  Fitz-Richard  his  fon,  half  a fee. 

Rembald  Ufcarl,  and  after  him  Robert  de  Winfliore,  one. 

Richard  Cotele  held  twenty  pounds  value  of  land,  which  belonged  to  the  demellies 
and  to  the  table  of  the  monks,  and  did  no  lervicc  therefrom. 

Baldwin  deLflecote  held  one  fee,  and  in  the  time  of  Hen.  IL  the  heir  ofYwan  his 
fon  held  the  fame.'' 


For  all  which  fees  the  abbot  paid  to  the  King  the  fum  of  twenty- fix  pounds  thirteen 
(hillings  and  four-pence.'  And  33  Heni  II.  in  the  efcuage  or  fcutage  charged  for  the 
army  of  Galway  to  thofe  barons  who  did  not  attend  the  King  in  his  expedition,  the  fame 
abbot  was  aflelled  at  forty  pounds  for  the  fees  above  recited.*'  The  fame  fum  was 
likewife  paid  in  the  aid  levied  for  the  ranfom  of  King  Richard  I.  when  he  was  taken 
and  imprifoned  in  his  return  from  the  Holy  Land.* 

In  the  taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas,  made  A.  D.  12.93,  the  Temporalities  of  the  abbot 
within  this  county  were  thus  charged: 

Deanery  of  Redcliff,  r. 

Wrington The  abbot  of  Glafton  - 41  o o 

Markfbury The  fame  — — - — — 15  10  o 

Deanery  of  Frome. 


Mells  - 

Doulting 

Pilton 

Ditchet 

Pennard 

Batcombe 

Ham 

Milton 


16  II  o 


Deanery  of  Cary. 


Deanery  of  Ilchester. 


Deanery  of  Taunton. 
-Chamberlain  of  Glafton  — 


Weft-Monkton- 

Deanery  of  Poulet. 

Greinton  - — ■ — — — . 

Deanery  of  Axbridge. 

Brent,  South-Brent,  Eaft-Brent,  Lympfliam,  and  Berrow 


21 

42 

50 

18 

21 


33 

14 


30 


o 

o 

6 

8 

15 

o 

12 


o 

o 

10 

8 

o 

o 

o 


130  4 o 


Lib.  Nig.  Scac.  i.  87,  88,  89. 


* Mag.  Rot.  14 Hen.  II.  r.  10,  a. 
‘ Mag.  Rot.  6 Ric.  I.  r.  13,  b. 


‘ iVIag.  Rot.  33  Hen.  II.  r.  12,  a« 
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Jurifdidtion  of  Glastonbury, 

s. 

d. 

Glaftonbury. The  abbot  of  Glaftonbury  — — . 

_ 

51 

13 

10 

The  portion  of  the  prior  of  Glafton  — — 

— 

46 

8 

0 

The  portion  of  the  almoner  — — 

— 

8 

3 

0 

The  portion  of  the  cook  — 

— 

19 

3 

4 

The  portion  of  the  pitancer  — — 

— 

19 

15 

4 

The  portion  of  the  gardener  — . 

— 

0 

50 

0 

The  portion  of  the  infirmarer  

— 

6 

2 

8 

The  portion  of  the  hoftler  — 

— 

4 

0 

p 

The  portion  of  the  praecentor  — — 

— 

0 

54 

4 

Ferling-Mere. — The  abbot  of  Glafton  — — 

— 

2,0 

0 

0 

Balton/bury  — — — — 

— 

2.6 

0 

0 

Butleigh  — 

— 

37 

0 

0 

Street  — — — — 

■ 

29 

0 

0 

Walton  — — 

— 

28. 

0 

0 

Afchot  — — — — 

— 

16 

IS 

0 

Shapwick  —■  - — — . ■■ 

— 

30 

2 

6 

Sowy,  Wefton,  Middlezoy,  and  Othery  — — 

— 

104 

I 

8 

The  hundred  of  Whitleigh  — . 

— 

8 

0 

0 

The  hundred  of  Whitftone  — — - — 

— 

6 

0 

0 

Andrefey — The  fexton  of  Glaftonbury  — 

— 

10 

0 

0 

n.  u S The  abbot  ’ — — — ^ 

a on  ury  ^ chamberlain  



0 

0 

60 

100 

0 

0 

The  Quinzieme  of  the  King  from  the  liberty  of  the  abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  with 


twenty  pounds  of  advance,  afleffed  8 Edw.  III. 

- 4 

£• 

s. 

d. 

Advance. 
£.  s.  d. 

Glaftonbury,  with  the  twelve  hides  — ^ 

— 

12 

6 

8 

I 

IP 

0 

. Hundred  of  Whitleigh. 

The  village  of  Wefton  — — 

■ 

9 

0 

I 

0 

6 

0 

Middlezoy  — 

— 

8 

2 

4 

p 

13 

4 

Othery " — ■ 

— 

8 

14 

3 

0 

13 

4 

Moorlinch  — — — 

— 

I 

I 

2 

p 

6 

0 

Greinton  — 

— 

I 

IP 

p 

o' 

■ 3 

0 

Alhcot  — ' — 

— 

2 

IP 

4 

p 

5 

p 

Shapwick  —r 

— 

I 

9 

4 

p 

4 

p 

W alton  — - ■ ' 

I 

5 

4 

0 

5 

p 

Street  — 

— 

I 

12 

8 

0 

IP 

p 

» Butleigh  — - 

— 

I 

14 

-4 

p 

7 

8 

Milton  — — — 

— 

0 

19 

8 

p 

2 

p 

Blackford  — < 

— 

0 

14 

4 

p 

2 

0 

Wheathill  — 

— 

0 

6 

8 

p 

p 

8 

Cary  — 

— 

0 

IP 

p 

p 

p 

12 

Dunden  — ■ 

— 

2 

16 

p 

p 

5 

P 

Catcott  — 

— 

1 

p 

p 

p 

3 

0 
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Advance. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  village  of  Edington  — — 

— 

1 

I 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Chilton  — — 

— 

0 

13 

8 

0 

3 

0 

Coflington  — — 

— . 

I 

7 

4 

0 

2 

0 

Stawell  — - 

0 

16 

2 

0 

3 

0 

Sutton 

0 

16 

4 

0 

3 

0 

Wollavington  

The  Hundred  of  Whitstone. 

a 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

The  village  of  Corfcombe  — — 

— 

3 

10 

0 

0 

7 

0 

Shepton  — — — 

— 

10 

II 

4 

I 

0 

0 

From  which  to  the  Lord  Abbot’s  men  at  Ham 

I 

10 

0 

0 

3 

10 

The  village  of  Doulting  — 

— 

5 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

Charlton  — - — 

»— — . 

2 

8 

10 

0 

5 

0 

Batcombe  — — 

— 

4 

14 

6 

0 

8 

0 

Lamiat 



I 

4 

4 

0 

3 

0 

Ditchet  — 

— 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7 

6 

Alhampton  — 

— 

0 

15 

4 

0 

5 

0 

Hornblotton  — ' •— 

— 

0 

9 

4 

0 

2 

0 

Pennard  — ■ 

— 

5 

9 

8 

0 

10 

6 

Pylle  — — 

— 

2 

I 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Bradley  — 



I 

3 

8 

0 

4 

6 

Rookfham  — 

— 

I 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Baltonlbury  — 

2 

13 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Pilton  — — 

— 

4 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

Compton  — 

— 

3 

14 

8 

0 

2 

0 

Wotton  — • — • 

3 

8 

8 

0 

6 

0 

Downhead  •>—  — - — — ~ 

The  Hundred  of  Brent. 

0 

13 

4 

0 

3 

0 

The  village  of  South-Brent  ' 

— . 

4 

17 

8 

0 

13 

4 

Berrow  ■ — — 

9 

2 

2 

0 

13 

4 

Lymplham  — — — 

Eaft-Brent  « 

The  Hundred  ofWRiNGTON. 

5 

10 

18 

7 

II 

II 

0 

1 

13 

0 

4 

Q 

The  town  of  Wrington  — — 

10 

0 

0 

I 

12 

0 

The  manor  of  Melis  — 

4 

6 

8 

I 

10 

0 

The  manor  of  Ham  — — 

— 

3 

0 

10 

0 

15 

0 

The  manor  of  Monkton  — — 

4 

0 

4 _ 

0 

15 

0 

Markfbury  — — 

— 

0 

12 

I 

0 

2 

0 

The  fum  of  the  taxation  of  the  goods  fpiritual  and  temporal  of  the  abbot  and  con- 
vent of  (jrlaftonbury,  in  and  out  of  the  county  of  Somerfet,  was  1 57  il.  14s.  i id.  The 
tenths  157I.  3s,  6d.  Quinzieme  or  fifteenths  of  the  principal  taxation  104I.  15s.  8d."' 


Adam,  de  Domerham,  HiH.  ii.  675  in  Audlario. 
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King  Henry  II.  confirmed  to  the  abbey  all  its  pofleflions,  liberties,  and  privileges  j 
and  King  Edw.  III.  ratified  the  fame;  and  granted  it  a charter  of  free  warrren  for  the 
following  manors,  viz.  Glaftonbury,  Meer,  Baltonfbury,  Pilton,  Boulting,  Mells, 
Batcombe,  Ditchet,  Pennard,  Butleigh,  Milton,  High-Ham,  Wefton,  Middlezoy, 
Ochery,  Greinton,  Shapwick,  Afhcot,  Walton,  Street,  Brent,  Wrington,  Markfbury, 
and  Monkton." 

Befides  this  manorial  property,  the  abbot  and  convent  were  poflefled  of  a great 
number  of  rectories  and  advowfonsj  as  Lympfham,  Markfbury,  Wrington,  Batcombe, 
Ditchet,  Mells,  Street  and  W alton,  High-Ham,  Puddimore-Milton,  Greinton,  and 
Monkton.  The  churches  alfo  of  the  following  vicarages  were  appropriated  to  them, 
and  they  prefented  the  vicars: — Boulting,  with  the  four  chapels  of  Eaft  and  Weft 
Cranmore;  Downhead,  and  Stoke-Lane;  Eaft-Brent,  Eaft-Pennard,  Bradley,  But- 
leigh, Baltonfbury,  Meer,  Mooiiinch;  with  Catcott,  Chilton,  Edington,  and  Sutton  j 
Middlezoy,  Othery,  Wefton-Zoyland,  Shapwick,  and  Afhcot. 

And  the  whole  profits  of  thefe  curacies  were  appropriated  to  them,  St.  John  and  St. 
Benignus  in  Glaftonbury,  and  Weft-Pennard. 

The  abbot  and  officers  of  the  monaftery  had  penfions  paid  them  yearly  in  money 
from  feveral  churches  in  their  manors,  by  the  grants  of  the  Biffiops  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

To  the  fexton,  from  St.  John’s  in  Glaftonbury,  fix  marks. 

To  the  fame,  from  the  church  of  Boulting,  four  marks. 

To  the  fame,  from  Batcombe,  twenty  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  Moorlinch,  feven  marks  and  a half. 

To  the  fame,  from  Shapwick,  twenty  fhillings. 

To  the  abbot,  from  High-Ham,  forty  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  Camerton,  one  mark. 

To  the  fame,  from  Ansford,  forty  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  Street,  fixty  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  Wrington,  forty  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  Ditchet,  forty  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  Monkton,  two  marks. 

To  the  convent,  from  Norton-under-Hamden,  forty  fhillings. 

To  the  keeper  of  the  infirmary,  from  Puddimore-Milton,  ten  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  Berrow,  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence. 

To  the  fame,  from  Eaft-Brent,  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence. 

T o the  fame,  from  Lympfham,  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence. 

To  the  mead-maker,  from  Lympfham,  five  fhillings. 

To  the  fame,  from  the  church  of  St.  Peter  in  Ivelchefter,  half  a mark. 

To  the  fame,  from  Shapwick,  forty-three  fhillings  and  four-pence. 

To  the  prascentor,  from  Winfcombe,  two  marks. 

T o the  almoner, 'from  Middlezoy,  four  marks. 

John  Peckham,  archb.fhop  of  Canterbury,  confirmed  thefe  penfions  by  his  charter 
dated  A.  D.  1281. 

" Cart.  4 Ed.  III.  in  Reglft.  Abbat.  Glallon.  pen.  Prsehon.  Vicecom.  Weymouth. 
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We  now  come  to  a catalogue  of  the  Abbots  that  prefided  over  this  ancient  and 
rich  'monaftery  from  its  eredlion  to  its  diflblutioru 

1.  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  head  of  the  twelve  anchoriteSr 

2.  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus^ 

3.  St.  Patrick. 

4.  St.  Benignus. 

5.  Worgret,  601  ► 

6.  Lademund, 

7.  Beorgret. 

8.  Berthwald,  670.  He  was  afterwards  archbilHop  of  ' Canterbury,. 

9.  Hemgifel,  prefided  twenty-five  years, 

10.  Berwald  fucceeded  in  705. 

11.  Albert,  712, 

12.  Echfrid,  719. 

13.  Cengille,  729.. 

14.  Cumbert,  745. 

15.  Tican,  754.  He  was  buried  at  Glaftonbury,  with  this  Infcrlptionr 

“ Cumba  bacc  mitifico  fulget  fabricata  becore, 

“ 2;)efupei:  erculptum  conbit  fub  culmine  Cican>? 

16.  Cuban,  760, 

17.  Waldon,,772. 

18.  Bedwolf,  794, 

19.  Cuman,  800. 

20.  Mucan,  802, 

21.  Guthlac,  824. 

22.  Edmund,  840. 

23.  Hereferth,  859. 

24.  Styward.  He  was  a great  fcourge  to  the  monks,  and  was  therefore  depicted  in 

the  windows  at  Glaftonbury  with  a large  befom  in  his  hand. 

25.  Aldhun,  891. 

26.  iElfric. 

27.  St.  Dunftan,  who  prefided  here  twenty-two  years,  was  firft  made  bifhop  of 
Worcefter,  afterwards  of  London,  and  at  length  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  He  was 
fometime  expelled  from  his  abbacy  by  King  Edwin,  and  one  Elfius  (who  is  ftiled 
FJeudo-Abhas^  or  the  ufurper)  placed  in  his  ftead.  This  faid  Dunftan  was  famous 
for  perfecuting  and  hunting  married  priefts  out  of  their  livings.  He  died  988.  To 
him  fucceeded 

28.  Egelward;  he  flourifhed  in  the  happy  days  of  King  Edgar,  who  during  his 
abbacy  granted  and  confirmed  a number  of  immunities  to  the  church  of  Glaftonbury, 

29.  Aififstan  occurs  in  966. 

30.  Sigegare,  970. 

VoL.  IL  K k 


ji,  Beorthred, 


2^0 


GLASTONBURY. 


C^fefiOrt, 


31.  Bcorthred,  986.  He  died  1017,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

32.  Brithwin,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Wells.  After  him  came 

33.  Egelward  in  1027,  who  prefided  twenty-fix  years,  and  died  A.  D.  1053. 

34.  Egelnoth  became  abbot  1053.  He  was  efteemed  one  of  the  principal  men  in 
the  nation  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conqueft,  and  for  this  reafon  King  William  the 
Conqueror,  being  jealous  of  his  newly  acquired  fubjefts,  carried  him,  with  many  of  the 
principal  men  in  the  nation,  over  into  Normandy,  and  depofing  him  from  his  dignity, 
appointed  in  his  ftead 

35.  Turfbin,  or  Thurftan.  He  was  reckoned  by  the  brethren  of  the  convent  a 
weak,  but  withal  a bufy,  prodigal  man,  having  fliamefuily  wafted  the  revenues  of  the 
.abbey,  and  perverted  feveral  of  its  ancient  ftatutes.  .He  fo  tyrannifed  over  the  poor 
monks,  that  they  on  a certain  occafion  refufed  obedience  to  his  power.  Whereupon 
he  introduced  a party  of  foldiers  to  bring  them  to  order,  who  impetuoufly  forced  their 
w'ay  into  the  chapter-houfe,  drove  the  religious  into  the  great  church,  and  in  their  way 
overfetting  ftirines.  and  images,  killed  two  monks  at  the  altar,  and  wounded  fourteen 
others  who  had  defended  themfelves  with  benches  and  candlefticks.  Upon  this  fray 
many  monks  left  die  monaftery,  and  did  not  return  till  the  death  of  T urftin,  which 
■happened  in  i loi,  when  the  abbey  began  to  revive  under  the  prudent  management  of 

36.  Herlewin,  who  fucceeded.  This  Herlewin  laid  the  old  church  level  with  the 
ground,  and  expended  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  on  the  foundation 
of  a new  fabrick.  He  made  a crofs  of  wonderful  workmanfhip,  and  gave  nine  palls, 
nine  copes,  one  carpet,  five  veftments,  three  albs,  and  an  altar,  to  the  ufe  of  the  church. 
He  died  in  1 1 20. 

37.  Sigfrid,  a monk  of  St.  Martin  de  Seez,  and  brother  to  Ralph,  the  Norman 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  became  the  next  abbot,  and  governed  the  monaftery  (on 
which  he  beftowed  a pall  and  veftment)  fix  years;  at  the  expiration  of  which  being 
made  biftiop  of  Chichefter, 

38.  Henry  de  Blois  was  appointed  his  fucceffor.  This  Henry  was  brother  to 
Theobald  earl  of  Blois,  nephew  of  King  Henry  I.  a man  much  efteemed  for  his  litera- 
ture and  polite  behaviour.  During  his  abbacy  he  was  promoted  to  the  biflioprick  of 
Winchefter,  and  executed  the  office  of  the  Pope’s  legate  throughout  England;  but 
ftill  retained  the  government  of  Glaftonbury,  to  which  he  was  a very  great  benefaeftor. 
He  rebuilt  many  manor  houfes,  and,  in  the  monaftery  itfelf,  he  built  from  the  very 
foundations  the  belfiy,“  the  chapter-houfe,'’  the  cloifter,'  the  lavatory,**  the  refeiftory,' 

the 

® More  properly  a beD-houfe.  There  were  twelve  large  bells  in  the  abbey. 

This  building,  generally  adjoined  to  the  cloifters.  It  was  a large  apartment  where  the  monks  met  to 
acknowledge  and  correct  their  faults,  to  confer  on  fpiritual  matters,  and  fettle  fuch  other  affairs  as  required  the 
general  affent  of  the  monaftery. 

' T’he  cloifter  was  a fquare  place  with  walks  or  allies  round  it  fupported  with  pillars,  between  which  w'ere 
windows,  and  in  the  fquare  was  a flower  garden.  The  chief  ufe  of  it  was  for  the  monks  to  make  their  pro- 
ceflions,  and  to  inter  fome  of  the  lower  order  of  their  fociety. 

“ The  place  where  the  monks  waftied  their  hands  before  meals,  furnifhed  with  a ciftern,  towels,  prelTcs,  and 
<}ther  conveniences,  ' The 
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the  dormitory/  the  Infirmary^  with  its  chapel,  a large  and  magnificent  palace  near  the 
church,  the  outward  gate,  the  great  brewhoufe,  and  feveral  ftables  for  horfes,  all  con- 
ftruded  with  an  air  of  grandeur  befpeaking  the  fpirit  of  the  donor.  He  likewife' 
beftowed  feveral  very  handfome  ornaments  on  the  church,  viz.  nine  veils,''  fome  of 
which  were  of  the  moft  coftly  diaper,  and  fome  of  fattinj  a rich  carpet  and  cufiiion; 
nine  copes'  interwoven  with  gold  and  ftone;  two  chefiples,"  one  of  green  fattin  and 
another  of  purple  j a coftly  Hole' and  maniple  3"  two  albs  3"  a large  banner  interwoven 
with  gold 3°  a filver  crucifix''  gilt  and  adorned  with  precious  ftones.  He  alfo  gave  a 
large  piece  of  embroidery  to  adorn  the  altar  3 and  an  ivory  Ihrine,  containing,  among  a 
variety  of  other  curious  and  religious  remains,  pieces  of  St.  George,  St.  Cofmas,  St. 
Indradtus,  St.  Benignus,  St.  Audomar,  and  St.  Hilda 3 fome  of  St.  JoI>n  the  Evange- 
lift’s  fleeve3  fome  oil  of  St.  Catherine’s  tomb3  and  a large  bone  of  St.  Nicholas.'* 
When  he  had  continued  forty-five  years  in  the  paftoral  charge  of  the  church  of 
Glaftonbury,  this  pious  prelate  died  A.  D.  1171,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
Winchefter. 

' The  refeftory  was  a great  hall  where  the  monks  ufed  to  eat  their  meals.  In  it  were  feven  long  tables,  and 
about  them  benches  adjoining  to  the  wall  for  the  religious  to  fit  on.  The  table  at  the  upper  end  was  for  the- 
abbot,  the  priors,  and  fuperiors  of  the  houfe  ; the  two  next  for  the  priefts  3 the  two  next  for  the  acolytes,  or  fuch 
as  were  in  orders,  but  not  in  veiled  with  prieilhood ; and  likewife  for  fuch  as  were  intended  for  the  miniftry  5 the 
other  tables  were  for  the  lay  brethren.  In  one  part  of  this  hall  was  a delk,  at  which  one  of  the  monks  flood  every 
day  during  the  repaft  of  the  others,  and  read  fome  paflages  out  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament. 

^ The  dormitory  was  that  part  of  themonaftery  where  the  monks  flept  In  fmall  feparate  apartments  over  the’ 
cloifter  and  gallery.  This  part  was  under  the  care  of  the  camerarius  or  chamberlain. 

s To  this  apartment  belonged  a chapel,  feveral  chambers  with  furniture  proper  for  fick  people,  a feparate 
common  room,  a kitchen,  and  a chamber  for  laying  out  the  dead.  The  name  of  the  officer  who  fuperintended 
it  was  Infirmarius.  Befides  the  above-named  apartments,  there  were  in  mofl  monalleries  the  facnjiy  or  veil)  y- 
room,  where  they  kept  the  facred  veflments ; the  treafury,  wherein  were  depoflted  the  reliques,  crofiers-,  cru- 
cifixes, church-plate,  &c.;  the  fratery,  or  apartment  for  the  novices;  the  library,  to  which  belonged  a 
fcriptorium,  or  room  where  the  monks  tranfcribed  or  compofed  their  books ; the  ^Mardrobe,  where  the  monks’- 
clothing  and  bedding  were  kept;  the  common  room,  where  was  a fire  for  the  monks  to  come  and  warm  them- 
felves  at ; the  common  treafury,  or  receptacle  of  the  monaftick  charters,  regifters,  and  leiger-bboks  3 the  buttery,' 
cellar,  and  other  offices  common  to  houfes  in  general. 

^ The  veil  was  of  two  kinds,  one  for  the  covering  of  the  abbot  and  chief  monks;  the  other  as  a covering  for 
the  altar.  i 

* Thelargeft  garment  for  the  priefl,  with  its  tires,  white  girdle,  fleeves,  and  other  appertenances. 

The  chefiple,  or  cafula,  fo  called  becaufe  it  was  a fort  of  cafe  covering  the  whole  body  of  the  piieft  at  mafs, . 
Hence  came,  as  it  is  thought,  the  modern  calTock. 

' An  inferior  kind  of  garment  ufed  chiefly  by  the  acolytes. 

A fcarf  worn  about  the  wrift  by  the  priefl  at  the  time  of  mafs  . 

" A white  garment  and  head -cloth,  fo  called  ab  albo  colore.  ’ 

” The  banner  or  flag  was  ufed  in  folemn  proceflions. 

P A crofs  generally  of  filver,  but  fometimes'of  gold,  having  thereon  the  image  of  our  Saviour  on  the  crofs. 

*•  One  of  the  chief  matters  which  promoted  the  reformation,  was  the  difcovery  of  the  number  of  cheats  and 
counterfeits  in  the  reliques  Ihewn  in  Romifh  churches.  The  bones  of  the  fame  faint  were  fhewn  in  twenty  dif- . 
ferent places;  St.  Urfula  had  three  heads ; and  the  teeth  of  St;  Apollor.ia,  which  were  ufed  as  remedies  for  the 
tX)oth-ach,  amounted  to  more  than  a bafliel  in  quantity. 
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39.  Robert^  prior  of  Wincheftcr,  fvicceeded.  A man  accomplillied  .in  virtue,  a 
lover  ot  die  poor,  and  a great  benefaftor  to  hi.s  abbey,  over  which  he  prefided  feven 
years,  and  dying  in  1178,  was  buried  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chapter-houfe.  After 
his  death,  the  abbey  fell  into  the  hands  of  King  Henry  II.  who  deputed  the  truft  of  it 
to  one  Peter  de  Marci,  a monk  of  Cluni,  wlio  died  in  1 1 84.  In  which  fame  year  the 
whole  monaftery,  except  part  of  the  abbot’s  lodgings  and  the  fteeple,  was  by  an  acci- 
dental fire  reduced  to  allies.  The  King,  taking  companion  on  the  monks  under  thk 
heavy  difafter,  fent  Ralph  Fitz-Stepliea,  one  of  his  chamberlains,  to  infpeft  their  affairs, 
relieve  their  wants,  and  appropriate  the  monaftick  , revenues  towards  rebuilding  the 
abbey.  This  w'as  done  with  great  expedition,  and  the  new  church  of  St.  Mary  was 
dedicated  by  Reginald,  bifhop  of  Bath,  on  the  feaftofSt.  Barnabas  A.  D.  1186. 

40.  Henry  de  Swanfey  was  the  next  abbot,  who  Obtained  of  Pope  Celeftine  the 
privilege  of  ufing  the  mitre  and  ring,  gloves,  dalmatick,  tunick,  and  fandals,  and  of 
blelTing  facerdotal  veftments.  In  his  time  King  Richard  I.  on  his  return  from  the 
■Holy  Land,  was  craftily  taken  prifoner  in  his  way  through  the  Duke  of  Auflria’s  do- 
minions, at  die  inftigation  of  . Henry  VI.  the  then  Emperor  of  Germany.  In  order  to 
his  releafe  the  following  condition  was  among  others  impofed.  That  one  Savaricus,  the 
Emperor’s  chancellor  and  kinfinano  who  was  then  in  England  in  the  capacity  of  ,arch- 

• deacon  of  Northampton,  fiiould  by  him.be  forthwith  appointed  to  the  biflioprick  of  Bath 
and  Vv^ells,  and  the  abbacy  of  Glaftonbury  annexed  thereto,  for  its  aggrandifement  and 
improvement.  Upon  this  Henry  de  Swanfey  was  promoted  to  the  fee  of  Worcefter,  then 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Bifhop  Robert  Fitz-Ralph,  and  Savaricus  to  that  of  Wells,  to 
which  he  immediately  annexed  the  abbey,  and  afilimed  the  title  of  Bifhop  of  Glaftonbury. 

41.  This  proceeding  of  courfe  occafioned  great  confufion  among  the  religious  of 
the  monaftery,  and  they  in  1199  elebted  William  Pike  for  their  abbot,  who  was  forth- 
with excommunicated,  and  feveral  monks  committed  to  prifon  for  contempt.  Upon 
which  an  apoltolick  mandate  was  obtained,  directed  to  the  Bifhop  of  Ely,  the  Abbot  of 
St.  Edmunds’,  and  the  Prior  of  Chrift-church  at  Canterbury,  for  regulating  the  priory, 
and  dividing  the  poflefTions  of  Glaftonbury  between  the  Bifhop  and  the  Monies.  Thefe 
delegates,  after  fome  debate,  having  fummoned  the  parties  concerned,  afligned  to  the 
Bifhop  a fourth  part  of  the  eftates,  viz.  the  manors  of  Meare,  Pucklechurch,  Winf- 
combe,  Badbury,  Afhbury,  Buckland,  Lyme,  Blackford,  Cranmore,  Kington,  and 
Chriftian-Malfordj  as  alfo  the  lodgings  in  the  abbey,  which  had  till  then  been  appro- 
priated to  the  abbots  and  priors  of  Kilcumin  in  Ireland.  In  the  mean  time  abbot  Pike 
died  at  Rom?  not  without  fufpicion  of  poifon;  and  Bifhop  Savaricus  did  not  long  fur- 
vive  him.  But  the  diflention  terminated  not  with  their  deathsj  for  Joceline,  who 
.fucceeded  Savaricus  in  the  fee  of  Wells,  found  thefe  pofieftions  too  valuable  to  part 
with,  without  better  arguments  than  the  monks  were  able  to  produce  in  behalf  of 
their.-own -caufe,  now  grown  defperate  to  a degree.  After  a number  of  applications 
and  petitions  to  the  court  of  Rome,  the  matter  however  was  finally  adjufted  by  the 
mediation  of  Richard  bifhop  of  Sarum,  and  Pandulphus  ele6t  bifhop  of  Norwich  j 
and  the  parties  came  to  an  agreement.  That  there  fhould  remain  to  the  Bifhop  and  his 
fucceffors  for  ever  the  manors  ofWinfeombe,  Pucklechurch,  Blackford,  and  Cranmore, 
Avith  all  their  appertenancesj  but  that  the  other  remaining  manors  of  the  Bifhop’s 

portion^ 


<®lanon.] 


GLASTONBURY. 


253 


portion,  viz.  Mearc,  Buckland,  Hinton,  Chriftian-Malford,  Badbiiry,  and  Alhbury, 
excepting  the  advov^fons  of  all  thofe  churches  fave  that  of  Meare,  fhould  be  reftored  to 
the  monks.  This  compromife  was  concluded  A.  D.  1218.  Soon  after  which 

42.  William  Vigor,  the  monk,  who  had  been  adive  in  the  debates  before  recited, 
was  inftalled  abbot  by  the  convent,  now  by  the  Pope  difengaged  from  the  union  of  the 
biflioprick,  and  at  liberty  to  eledl  an  abbot  according  to  their  own  regular  obfervances. 
This  William  prefided  five  years,  and  died  in  1223.  He  was  buried  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  chapter-houfej  and  had  for  his  fucceffor 

43.  Robert,  prior  of  Bath,  who  governed  the  monaftery  with  difcretion  eleven  years, 
and  returned  to  Bath  with  a penfion  allowed  him  of  fixty  pounds  yearly. 

44.  Michael  of  Ambrefbury  fucceeded  in  1235.  After  having  prefided  with  great 
reputation  feveral  years,  bellowed  liberal  fums  on  the  buildings  of  the  abbey,  and 
reftored  to  it  many  of  its  priftine  pofleflions,  he  on  account  of  old  age  refigned  his 
office  in  1252,  and  dying  the  year  following,  was  buried  in  the  abbey  church,  with 
this  epitaph; 

“ jSIXui  fecpentinafi!  ftauties!  $ Uincla  tcfolPit, 
iReflituitque  ouitJU0  uebita  cuca  fui0 : 

PoSquam  tucbioa  tranquillaflct  tcmpora,  faro 
<Bctz  fub  boc  3bba0  inteqitur  si^icbaeL" 

45.  Roger  Forde,  a native  of  Glaftonbury,  and  a man  of  great  literature  and  famous 
for  the  eloquence  of  his  Ipeech,  fucceeded.  The  church  of  Glaftonbury  had  not  yet 
altogether  regained  its  tranquility,  and  it  was  the  misfortune  of  this  good  man  to  em- 
Ix-oil  himfelf  in  its  troubles.  He  was  oppofed  in  all  his  meafures  by  the  Bilhop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  and  by  his  own  monks,  and  was  at  length  killed  at  the  Bilhop  of  Ro- 
chefter’s  palace  at  Bromley  in  Kent,  on  a journey  which  he  had  undertaken  to  defend 
the  rights  of  his  church,  A.  D.  1261,  and  was  buried  in  Weftminfter- abbey. 

46.  Robert  de  Pederton,  a native  of  North-Petherton,  and  of  a very  ancient  family, 
fucceeded  him;  he  died  in  1274.  His  chief  charadler  was  paying  the  debts  of  his  ■ 
predeceftbrs,  wiiich  was  noted  on  his  tomb  in  the  abbey  church  of  Glaftonbury; 

liberat  oppreiro0  pebreton  ab  mz  alieno, 

2)rmnm  bac  compofita  pace  quieicit  bumo," 

47.  John  de  Taunton,  monk  of  Glaftonbury,  was  the  next  abbot.  He  gave  a large 
quantity  of  books  to  the  library,  and  of  veftments  to  the  church.  He  died  in  1290, 
at  the  manor-houfe  of  Domerham  in  Wiltfliire,  and  being  brought  to  Glaftonbury  was 
there  buried,  with  the  following  epitaph ; 

“ ^tmulto  tanbsm  fumptu  multoque  labore 
jFtt  pafloc,  lamjam  commoua  multa  parat* 
mufa  coUt  Cbclfti,  tjocet  et  praecepta  3lobanne0, 
anuni  cj:uiJia0  conbit  in  boc  tumulo.” 

48.  John  de  Cancia,  or  John  Kent,  fucceeded,  and  having  benefited  the  abbey,  by 
the  gift  of  a number  of  crolfes,  images,  confers,  banners,  copes,  albs,  chefiples,  and 

other 


254 


GLASTONBURY. 


[Elation* 


other  furniture,  died  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  prelacy,  A.  D.  1303,  and  was  buried 
in  a fumptuous  tomb  which  he  had  built  for  himfelf  on  the  north  fide  of  the  high  altar. 
His  fucceflbr  was 

49.  Geffry  Fromund,  a great  benefatflor  to  the  abbey,  the  church  of  which  he  caufed 
to  be  newly  dedicated,  and  enriched  with  tlie  following  flirniture,  viz.  Two  embroi- 
dered copes,  and  a third  plain  j one  grey,  with  moons  and  ftars,  called  the  velvet, 
another  of  green  fattin  with  images,  and  the  third  of  white  fattin.  Thi-ee  fuits,  one 
called  the  trelles,  another  yellow  unembroidered,  the  third  of  white  fattin;  fix  veft- 
ments,  the  firft  called  chuf.ngburyi  accompanied  with  the  ftole  and  maniple;  the.  fecond 
with  images,  and  ground  of  gold;  the  third  of  red  fattin,  adorned  with  parrots,  [the 
arms  of  the  abbot’s  family;]  the  fourth  interwoven  with  gold,  called  the  terrilytZy 
with  the  ftole  and  maniple  of  the  fame  workmfanlhip ; the  fifth  called  the  velvet,  of  the 
fame  device;  as  alfo  the  cope  without  ftole  or  maniple,  and  the  amice  of  another  fort; 
and  the  fixth  of  white  fattin,  with  a ftole  and  maniple  of  the  fame.  He  likewife  gave 
enchafed  work  called  the  G,  a filver  cenfer  with  a boat  for  the  frankincenfe,  and  the 
fpoon.  Six  carpets,  one  green  called  the  dojeezy  with  the  feveral  arms  of  his  prede- 
ceifors;  three  fmaller  of  the  fanne  colour,  with  afliieldof  the  fame  length  and  breadth; 
and  two  yellow,  charged  with  parrots  and  rofes  intermingled;  alfo  a very  rich  chefiple, 
and  two  good  chefiples,  with  dalmaticks  and  tunicks  fuitable  thereto;  together  with 
one  plain  chefiple,  with  a daimatick  and  tunick,  for  the  ufe  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary. 
He  in  like  manner  dnmifed  to  the  mpnaftery  certain  filver  veffels,  coftly  rings,  and 
other  jewels,  to  the  value’ of  two  hundred  pounds;  and  expended  upwards  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  on  the  buildings  of  the  abbey,  the  great  hall  of,  which  he  began,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  noble  chapter-houfe  which  ftood  till  the  dilTolution  of  the 
abbey;  he  died  in  1322,  and  was  buried  in  the  conventual  church.  After  his  death, 

50.  Walter  de  fucceeded  to  the  abbacy,  who  died  on  the  eleventh  day 

after  the  folemnity  of  his  benedidion;  but  during  the  ftiort  time  of  his  abbotftiip  he 
caufed  to  be  made  the  front  of  the  choir,  and  otherwife  adorned  the  abbey-church. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  ^ 

5 1 . Adam  de  Sodbury,  who  adorned  the  high  altar  with  a large  image  of  the 
bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  and  a tabernacle  of  moft  excellent  workmanlhip.  He  built  the 
altar  of  St.  Silvefter  and  St.  George,  adding  a number  of  images,  a chalice,  filver  cruets 
gilt,  veils  and  veftments,  and  many  other  ornaments;  he  vaulted  the  greateft  part  of 
the  body  of  the  church,  and  very  curioufiy  cmbellifhed  it  with  paintings  of  faints, 
martyrs,  kings,  and  benefadors.  He  employed  one  Peter  Lightfoot,  a monk  of  the 
abbey,  to  ered  an  aftronomical  clock,  with  a variety  of  machinery,  part  of  which  was 
calculated  to  move  certain  figures  of  knights,  as  it  were,  in  tilts  and  tournaments. 
After  the  diftblution  of  the  abbey,  this  clock  was  removed  to  the  cathedral  church  of 
V/ells,  where  it  ftill  remains  a monument  of  antiquity,  neither  common  nor  incurious. 
He  alfo  gave  an  organ  to  the  church  of  incredible  fize;  call  eleven  great  bells,  fix  of 
which  he  caufed  to  be  hung  in  the  church  tower,  and  the  other  five  in  tire  clock  tower. 
Thefaid  Adam  de  Sodbury  died  in  1335,  when 
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52.  John  de  Breinton^  or  de  Briniptoii,  fucceededj  who,  at  the  expence  of  a thoii-^ 
fand  pounds,  finifhed  the  abbot’s  great  hall,  which  two  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  begun, 
and  carried  up  to  the  clofmg  of  the  windows : he  built  the  kitchen,  the  long  gallery, 
the  abbot’s  chapel,  and  a long  range  of  out-ofEces:  He  died  in  the  year  1341.  To 
him  fucceeded 

53.  Walter  de  Monington,  who  made  the  vault  of  the  choir  and  of  the  prefbyteryi 
to  which  he  added  a couple  of  arches  j and  dying  1374,  was  fucceeded  by 

54.  John  Chinoc,  who  rebuilt  the  ruined  cloifter,  the  dormitory,  and  fratery,  and 
likewife  finiEied  the  buildings  of  the  great  hall  and  chapter-houfe,  begun  by  abbot 
Fromund.  He  died  1420,  and  was  interred  in  the  faid  chapter-houfe. 

55.  His  fucceflbr,  Nicholas  de  Frome,  (fo  called  from  the  place  of  his  nativity) 
prefided  over  the  abbey  thirty-five  years  j and  dying  1456,  had  for  his  fuccefibr 

56.  Walter  More,  eledbed  May  7th  of  the  fame  year,  at  whofe  eledtion  there  were 
prefent  fifty- three  monks.  He  died  06t.  22,  1456,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

57.  John  de  Selwode,  who  was  eledted  abbot  Nov.  15,  1457,  at  which  time  there 
were  forty-eight  monks  refident  in  the  monaftery;  he  was  a native  of  the  Eaft-Wood- 
lands,  near  Frome,  in  the  foreft  of  Selwood,  where  his  progenitors  (who  were  of 
the  name  of  Edmonds)  had  confiderablepoflefllonsj  he  died  July  8th,  1493. 

58.  After  his  death,  a monk  of  this  monaftery,  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Wafyn# 
w’as  eledted  abbot j but  fome  contention  enfuing  thereupon,  he  was  difplaced  Nov.  12, 
1492,  by  Richard  Fox,  bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells;  and 

59.  Richard  Beere  fucceeded  him  the  January  following.  This  Beere  built  at  a 
great  expence  a fuit  of  apartments,  called  I’he  King's  Lodgings,  and  another  fuit  for 
fecular  priefts ; he  built  Edgar’s  chapel,  vaulted  the  eaft  part  of  the  nave  of  the  abbey- 
church,  and  adorned  the  high  altar  with  an  antependium  of  filver  gilt.  Adjoining  to 
the  north  fide  of  the  nave  he  conftrudted  a chapel  of  our  Lady  of  Loretto,  and  in  the 
fouth  end.  the  chapel  of  the  Sepulchre.  He  built  A.  D.  1512,  a fmall  almshoufe  for 
ten  poor  women  in  the  north  pfecindts  of  the  abbey,  and  the  rrianor-houfe  of  Sharpham- 
Park,  which  before  his  time  was  nothing  but  a poor  lodge:  he  died  January  20t]i, 

1 524,  and  was  buried  in  the  fouth  aile  of  the  abbey  church.  On  his  death  forty-leven 
monks  devolved -the  eledtion  of  their  abbot  to  Cardinal  Wolfey,  who  declared' Richard 
Whiting,  then  chamberlain  of  the  houfe,  their  abbot. 

60.  This  Richard  Whiting,  who  was  the  laft  abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  finifhed  Edgar’s 
chapel,  and  much  enlarged  the  buildings  of  the  monaftery.  He  prefided  over  this 
abbey  in  thofe  unpropitious  days  to  monks  and  religious  focieties,  when  the  accumu- 
lated treafures  of  many  ages,  v/hich  had  been  derived  to  the  church  from  the  bounty  of 
kings  and  nobles,  were  appropriated  to  fecular  purfes  and  avaricious  interefts.  Whiting 
was  unwilling  to  furrender  his  abbey  to  the  King,  or  to  lend  an  ear  to  any  of  the 
folicitations  which  were  offered  him;  whereupon,  by  falfe  pretence,  they  feized  on  him 
at  his  manor-houft  of  Sharpham,  A.  D.  1 539,  and  v/ithout  much  formal  procefs  as  to 
haw  or  equity,  lie  v.aas  dragged  on  a hurdle  to  the  Torr  hill;  where,  without  tlae  leaft 
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regard  to  his  age,  his  fanftity,  or  his  entreaties  to  revifit  his  convent,  he  was  hanged  j 
his  head  fet  upon  the  abbey  gate,  and  his  quarters  fent  to  Wells,  Bath,  Ivelchefter, 
and  Bridgwater/ 

He  wasJiead  of  the  moft  ancient  abbey  in  England,®  whereof  the  governor  had  prece- 
dence of  all  the  abbots  in  England  till  the  year  1 1 54,  when  pope  Adrian  IV.  gave  that 
honour  to  the  abbot  of  St..  Alban’s,  in  confideration  of  having  received  his  education  in 
that  abbey,  and  becaufe  our  proto-martyr  St.  Alban  fuffered  there.  He  was  always  a 
member  of  the  upper  houfe  of  convocation,  and  a.  parliamentary  baron  j being  fum- 
moned  by  a particular  writ  to  fit  among  the  elders  and  barons  of  the  realm.  His  apart- 
ment was  a kind  of  a well-dilciplined  court,  where  the  fons  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
were  fent  for  their  virtuous  education,  and  returned  thence  excellently  accomplilhed. 
After  this  manner  Abbot  Whiting  bred  up  near  three  hundred  pupils,  befides  others  of 
a meaner  rank,  whom  he  fitted  for  the  univerfities  at  home.  His  table,  attendants,  and 
officers,  were  an  honour  to  the  nation;  he  is  faid  to  have  entertained  five  hundred 
perfons  of  fafhion  at  one  time,  and  that  upon  Wednefdays  and  Fridays  weekly,  all  the 
poor  of  the  country  were  relieved  by  his  particular  charity;  and  when  he  went  abroad,, 
(which  he  feldom  did  but  to  national  fynods,  general  chapters,  and-  parliamentary 
conventions)  he  was  attended  by  upwards  of  one  hundred  perfons. 

The  fate  of  the  abbot  and  the  abbey  together  being  thus  decided,  the  buildings  and 
revenues  of  this  houfe,  which  had  flouriffied  for  fuch  a length  of  time,  became  the 
obje6ls  of  depredation.  Thofe  riches  which  had  flowed  from  the  treafury  of  monarchs, 

^ He  was  accufed  of  treafon,  and  of  having  embezzled  the  conventual  plate.  Concerning  his  execution  the: 
following  letter  is  ftill  extant. 

**  Right  Honourable  and  my  verry  good  Lordb, 

Pleafeth  youre  Lordelhlpp  to  be  advertyfed,  that  I havereceyved  youre  Letters  d'ated  the  12th  daye  of  this 
preafent ; and  underltond  by  the  fame  youre  Lordefhipps  greate  Goodnes  towardes  my  Friende  the  Abbott  of 
Petei-borough,  for  whome  I have  ben  ofte  bold  to  wryte  unto  youre  good  Lordlhip,  mode  hartely  thankynge 
your  Lordelhipp  for  that  and  all  other  youre  Goodnes  that  I have  founde  at  youre  good  Lordelhipp’s  handes,  , 
even  fo  deliering  you  my  Lord,  longe  to  contynew  in  the  lame. 

“ My  Lorde  thies  lhalbe  to  alTerteyne  that  on  Thurfdaye  the  14th  daye  of  this  prefent  Moneth  the  Abbott  of 
Glaftonhurye  was  arrayned,  and  the  next  daye  putt  to  Execucyon  wyth  2 other  of  his  Monkes  for  the  robbyng  of 
Glaftonburye  Churche,  on  the  Torre  Hyll  next  unto  the  Towne  of  Glaftonburye;  the  feyde  Abbot’s  Body  being 
devyded  in  fower  partes  and  Hedde  ftryken  off ; wherof  oone  Quarter  ftondythe  at  Welles,  another  at  Bathe, 
and  at  Ylchefter  and  Brigewater  the  reft ; and  his  head  uppon  the  Abby-Gate  of  Glaftonbury. 

" And  as  concernyng  the  Rape  and  Burghlary  comytted,  thofe  Parties  are  all  condempned,  and  fower  of  theym 
put  to  Execucyon  at  the  place  of  the  Aft  don,  which  is  called  the  Were,  and  there  adjudged  to  hange  ftyll  in 
chaynes  to  th’  enfample  of  others.  As  for  Capon,  oone  of  the  feyde  offenders,  I have  reprived  according  to 
your  Lordefhipps  Letters,  of  whome  I fhall  further  fhew  unto  you  at  my  nexte  repayre  unto  the  Courte.  And 
here  I do  fende  youre  Lordelhipp  the  names  of  th*  enqueft  that  paffed  on  Whytyng  the  feid  Abbot,  which  I en- 
fure  you  my  Lorde,  is  as  worlhippfull  a Jurye  as  was  charged  here  thies  many  yeres.  And  there  was  never  feene 
in  thies  parts  fogreate  apparunce  as  were  here  at  this  prefent  tyme,  and  never  better  wylyng  to  fcrve  the  Kyng. 
My  Lorde  I enfure  you  there  were  many  bylies  putt  up  ageynft  the  Abbott  by  hys  tenaunts  and  others  for  wronges 
and  injuryes  that  he  had  donne  theym.  And  I comytt  youre  good  Lordelhipp  to  the  keapyng  of  the  blelTed 
Tryntye.  From  M'elks  the  l6th  Day  of  Novembre  [1539] 

" Your  ovven  to  commande  J.  RUSSEL  L.” 


’ Hift.  of  Glaftonbury,  p.  98. 
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an J thofe  ftruftures,  which  had  outbraved  the  fhock  of  time,  and  the  inclemency  of 
ages,  funk  together.  The  eftates  of  the  monaftery,  devolving  to  the  crown,  were  either 
granted  or  fold  away.  'The  revenues  in  1444,  were  valued  thusj  Ahhas  Glafion.  cum 
ojiciariis  ibidem,  et  cum  ecclejia  de  Strete,  mdccxxvii  marks  xs.  i.  e.  1151I.  6s.  8d.  and  > 
in  1534,  26  Hen.  VIII.  at  331  il.  7s.  6d.  the  tenths  33 il.  2s.  9d. 

In  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Mary,  viz.  A.  D.  1553,  the  following  penfions  remained 
in  charge  to  twenty-five  monks,  which  was  about  half  the  number  of  the  religious  of 
this'abbey  before  its  diflblution: — Thomas  White  61.  13s.  4d.  Nicholas  Andrewe  61. 
John  Hayne  61.  Thomas  Waye  61.  Thomas  Alheby  61.  William  Huchyns  5I. 
Thomas  Dovell  5I.  John  Tanner  5I.  Thomas  Nicholas  5I.  'John  Watfon  4I.  6s.  8d. 
John  Chynne  4I.  6s.  8d.  John  Grundell  4!.  Martin  Noble  4I.  Robert  Co wker  4I, 
John  Sheperd  4I.  JohnPyddefley  4I.  William  Gryce  4I.  John  Waye  4I.  John  ■■ 
Downe  4I.  William  Byfshope  4I.  John  Hoiifley  4I.  Simon  Outerdon  4I.  John  > 
Golde  4I.  Thomas  Carry  4I.  Ariftotle  Webb  4!.' 

The  monks  had  fome  hopes  of  regaining  their  abbey  under  the  aufpices  of  Queen  ' 
Mary,  who  hadreftored  feveral  religious  orders  to  their  ancient  manfions  ; and  for  this 
purpofe  a few  of  them,  placed  at  Weftminfter,  Nov.  21,  1 556,  prefented  a petition  to 
the  lord  chamberlain,  praying  him  to  put  the  Queen  in  mind  of  her  promife  concerning  ■ 
the  reeftablifhment  of  the  great  monaftery  of  Glaftonburyj"  but  either  by  reafon  of 
the  fhortnefs  of  that  Queen’s  reign,  or  the  imprafticability  of  the  projeft,  the  petition  -, 
had  not  its  defired  effeft. 

After  the  diflblution,  the  following  furvey  - of  the  manor  of  Glaftonbury  and  its 
appertenances  was  taken  upon  the  certificate  of  Richard  Pollard  and  Thomas  Moyle,  > 
general  furveyors  of  the  King’s  lands. 

“ The  Lordeship  of  Glastonburye.  . 

“ Demaynes  kept  in  the  Ahhatds  handes. 

“ The  demaynes  which  don  apperteyne  unto  the  fayde  late  monafterye  attaynted, 
beyng  allwayes  kept  in  the  handes  and  occupation  of  the  faide  abbat  and  convent,  unto 
the  time  of  th’  attaindture  thereof^  over  and  befydes  certayn  other  demayne  landes,  letton 
to  divers  perfons  by  indenture  for  terme  of  theire  lyves,  (the  parcells  wherof  in  the 
particular  boke  of  furvey,  at  this  prefent  tyme  therof  made,  feverally  don  appere)  ar  of 
, the  yerely  value  of  48I.  los.  8d. 

Rentes  of  Affise  and  Cuftoniary  T’enants, 

**  The  rente  of  afllse  of  the  freeholders  appeiteyning  unto  the  fayde  lordefhip  of  Glaf- 
tonburye,  allways  payable  at  the  feafts  of  th’  Annunciation  of  oure  Ladye,  Mydfomer, 
Mkhelmas,  and  Chriftmas,  is  of  the  yerely  value  of  35s.  6td. 

**  The  rente  of  cuftomarye  tenaunts  and  copiholders  apperteyning  unto  the  fayde 
lordefhip,  with  the  workes  and  cuftomes,  which. they  are  bounde  to  doe  by  the  tenure 
of  theire  landes,  is  of  the  value  of  26  2I.  15s.  6d.i 

* Willis’s  Hift.  of  Abbies,  i.  io8. 

VoL.  II. 


■■■  Burnet’s  Hift.  of  the  Reformation,  ii.  306. 
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Bemaynes  left  oute  to  Fermes.  t 

The  demaynes  apperteynyng  unto  the  fayde  lordefhip,  beyng  lettto  fermeto  dyvers 
perfons,  for  terme  of  theire  lyves,  by  the  fame  late  abbat  and  convent,  long  before  his , 
attaynfture,  with  the  herbage  of  the  parks  of  Norwood,  26I.  1 3s.  4d,  Wyrrall  1 6s, 
and  Sharpham  40s.  are  of  the  yerely  value  of  49I.  iis.  8d. 

' Wood  md  Fymbre. 

Within  the  parke  of  Norwood  there  are  clxxii  acres  of  woodde,  of  the  age  of  xx 
yeres,  and  heretofore  have  allwayes  been  ufed  to  be  felde  and  folde  every  xvi  yeres, 
every  acre  therof  at  this  prefent  furveye  worth  xxs. 

Alfo  within  the  parke  of  Wyrrall  is  lx  acres  of  fayre  tymbre,  eftemed  to  be 
worth  289I.  los.  ' 

Alfo  within  the  parke  of  Sharpham  there  are  Ixxx  acres  of  wood,  well  fet  with 
dkesj'afnes,  and  maples,  whiche  alweyes  have  ben  ufed  to  be  felled  and  folde  every  xiv 
yeres,  and  every  acre  is  worth  at  this  prefent  tyme  vis.  viiid. 

Alfo  within  the  fame  parke  there  ar  cc  okes  fytt  for  tymbre,  every  oke  eftemed 
to  be  worth  2s.  Oute  of  the  coppices  and  undeiwoods  of  the  fayde  woods,  there  may 
a yerely  wood  fale  be  made,  not  hurtyng  nor  Ipoyling  any  of  the  tymbre  or  under- 
woddej  ‘but  the  fayde  woodes  ailwaies  to  contynewe  as  good  as  they  ar  now,  to  the 
value  of  382I.  2s.  id. 

Northwoody  Wyrr.ally  and  Sharpham  Parkes. 

Northwood  Parke  conteyneth  in  circuite  iiii  myles,  the  pales  were  repayred,  th’ 
erbage  verye  good  and  fwete,  wherin  are  800  deer,  wherof  there  ar  of  dere  of  auntler 
160,  dere  of  rafcall  640, 

« Wyrrall  parke  conteyneth  in  circuite  one  myle  and  one  quarter,  the  pales  have 
nede’to  be  repayred,  th’  erbage  very  good  and  fertyle,  with  a roning  ftreme  throwethe 
fame;  100  dere,  wherof  are  of  dere  of  auntler  15,  dere  of  rafcall  85. 

‘‘  The  parke  of  Sharpham  conteyneth  in  circuite  ii  long  myles  of  good  meade  and 
pafture,  '.witli  ii  fayre  pondes  in  the  fame;  wherin  are  160  dere,  wherof  are  of  dere 
of  auntler  20,  dere  of  rafcall  140. 

Commons. 

Alfo  there  is  apperteynyng  unto  the  fayde  lordeflilp  one  fayre  common,  called 
Glaftonburye  Moore ; the  pafture  therof  is  very  fertile,  and  in  effed  as  good  as  meade, 
wherin  the  tenaunts  doe  common  with  theire  catal  at  all  feafons  of  the  yere,  and  it 
conteyneth  in  circuit  16  miles. 

Able  Men  to  Jerve  the  King. 

Alfo  ther  ben  of  tennents,  and  other  able  men,  reciaunt  and  inhabiting  within  the 
precinfle  of  the  fa5'-de  lordefhip,  beyng  in  redynes  to  ferve  the  King’s  high  Majeftie, 
when  forever  they  ftiall  be  called  upon,  to  the  nombre  of  1 13. 

“ Bondmen. 

Alfo  there  are  apperteynyng  unto  the  faid  manor  certayne  men  called  bondemen, 
whofe  bodeyes  and  goodes  are  allwayes  at  the  King’s  pleafure,  as  lorde  therof,  to  the 
«ombre  of  14. 
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' Perquyfites  of  Courtes. 

“ The  profitts'  commyng  of  the  perquyfites  of  the  courtes,  with  the  fynes  of  landes, 
are  this  prefent  yere,  as  appereth  in  tliebokes  of  accompts,  18I.  17s.  8d.”* 

The  manor  of  Glaftonbury  being  thus  veiled  in  the  crown,  was,  together  with  the 
houfe  and  fite  of  the  mo'naflery,  church,  cloiflers,  and  church-yard  belonging  to  the 
fame,  granted  by  King  Edward  VI.  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign  to  Edward  duke  of 
Somerfet.^  i Eliz.  the  houfe,  fite  of  the  monallery,  Wearyall-Park,  a meffuage  called 
he  Galley f fite  of  the  manor  of  Bride,  a meffuage  called  the  New-Dairie^  and  other 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  with  all  their  rights  and  appertenancesin  Glaflon- 
bury,  were  granted  to  Sir  Peter  Carew,  knt.^  14  Eliz.  the  fame  premifes  v/ere  granted 
to  Thomas  earl  of  Suffex  and  his  heirs,  male.,*  38  Eliz.  the  Earl  of  Suffex  fold  the 
manor  and  fite  of  the  monaflery  to  William  Stone,  who  41  Eliz.  fold  the  fame  to 
William  Cavendifh,  efq.**  The  manor  was  afterwards  purchafed  by  Mr.  Bleadon> 
from  whom  it  came  to  the  Strodes  of  Dorfetfhire.  -William  Strode,  efq;  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefent  century,  left  it  in  partition  betwixt  feven  daughters,  coheireffes,  who 
afterwards  difpofed  of  their  feveral  lhares,  referving  to  them  and-  their  heirs  a fee-farm 
or  chief  rent  of  240!.  payable  yearly  out  of  the  faid  manor.  Of  the  feven  fliates,  Peter 
Berry,  efq;  became  pofTeffed  of  four,  and  fold  the  fame  to  William  Reeves,  efq;  mer- 
chant of  Briftol,  from  whom  they  came  by  fucceffive  purchafes  to  Henry  Burgum,  and 
George  Miller,  efqrs.  Miller’s  ellates  being  fold  in  Auguft  1785,  the  four  fnares 
abovementioned  were  bought  by  Mr.  Brook  of  Bath ; the  Tor  part  of  the  eflate  v.'as 
purchafed  by  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  efq;  two  parts  of  the  feven  are  inherited  by  JoJm 
Mofs  of  the  city  of  Wells,  efq;  and  the  lafl:  fingle  lhare  is  now  the  property  of  Lucas 
Pulsford,  efq.  Courts  baron  :and  leet  are  held  ykarly  in  fucceffion  by  the  refpedlive 
lords.  The  m.anor-houle  is  fituated  in  the  northweil  part  of  the  town,  and  bdcngs  to 
Mr.  Bro'ok  abovementioned. 

This  abbey  was  fituated  on'the  fouth  fide  of  the  High-flreet  leading  from  Vfells  to 
Bridgwater,  and  was  furrounded  on  ail  fides  by  a high  wall  of  wrought  freefcone.  The 
buildings  had  frequently  undergone  thofe  devaftations  which  the  alfaults  of  time,  or  the 
rage  of  fire,  lavifh  unfparingly  on  the  moft  pompous  flrudturcs. 

The  foundation  plot  of  ground  on  which  the  abbey  and  its  offices  were  eredled, 
comprifed  no  lefs  than  fixty  acres  w^ithin  the  walls.  The  nave  of  the  great  church, 
from  St.  Jofeph’s  chapel  to  the  crofs,  was  in  length  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet;  the 
choir  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  feet  long,  and  each  tranfept  forty-five  feet  in  length; 
the  tower  was  alfo  forty-five  feet  in  breadth.  The  chapel  of  St.  Jofeph  of  Arimathea, 
contiguous  to  the  weft  end  of  the  great  church,  w'as  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  long,  and 
twenty-four  feet  broad;  under  the'  floor  thereof  was  a large  and  handfome  fepulchral 
vault,  having  at  the  foutheaft  corner  an  arched  paffage  leading  to  the  Tor,  which 
has  been  traced  a confiderable  way.  Under  the  body  of  the  church  there  v;ere  three 
large  vaults,  fupported  by  two  rows  of  ftrong  maftive  pillars,  in  which  lay  entombed 
many  corpfes  of  the  moft  illuftrious  perfonages.  The  cloifters  adjoined  to  the  church  on: 

* Langtoft’s  Chron.  ii.  346.  ^ fat.  1 Ed.  yi.  p.  4.  ='  Pat.  i Eliz.  p.  7.- 

• Pat,  14  Eliz.  p.  4.  Licence  to  alienate. 
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the  fouth  fide,  and  were  a fquare  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  The  whole  church, 
including  the  chapel  of  St.  Jofeph,  was  five  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  length.  It 
contained  five  chapels;  St.  Edgar’s,  which  ftoodjuft  behind  the  choir;  St.  Mary’s,  in 
the  north  aik;  St.  Andrew’s,  in  the  fouth  aile ; on  the  north  fide  of  the  nave,  the  chapel 
of  our  Lady  of  Loretto ; and  at  the  fouth  angle,  the  chapel  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 
The  floors  were  inlaid  with  Norman  tile,  infcribed  with  fcripture  fentences,  and  the 
names  of  Kings  and  benefaftors. 

But  to  give  the  reader  a competent  idea  of  the  whole  of  the  buildings  of  this  ftu- 
pendous  abbey,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  recur  to 

an  31nnentor5  of  tht  Ciiarntjersi,  ©fiScesf, 

Taken  about  the  time  of  the  Reformation: 

The  great  chamber,  feventy-two  feet  The  high  chamber,  called  the  King’s 
long,  and  twenty-four  feet  broad.  Lodgings. 

The  abbot’s  chamber.  The  wardrobe,  under  the  King’s. 

The  fecond  chamber.  The  fecond  chamber,  next  to  the  King’s. 

The  third  chamber..  The  third  chamber. 

The  fourth  chamber.  The  fourth  chamber. 

The  fifth  chamber.  Two  chambers,  called  the  inner  chambers. 

Clje  iptior’ief  iLoOgingie?. 

The  chapel.  The  prior’s  chamber. 

The  buttery.  The  inner  chamber. 

Cbe  jFacmecat’ioi  SDflSce. 

The  kitchen.  The  inner  chamber. 

The  chapel.  The  cook’s  chamber. 

Cbe  aimonet’si  l^oufe. 

The  buttery.  The  new  chamber.  The  chamber  over  againft  it. 

3fn  another  ©ffice, 

A chamber.  A chamber  called  Paradije.  The  inner  chamber. 

Ctie  jFriar’si  Cbamlier* 

The  chapel.  The  monks  chamber. 

The  buttery  chamber.  The  parlour. 

C|)e  ^ei;ton’0  ©ffice. 

The  chamber  hanged  with  green  fay. 

Cibe  31ut)iler’0  ©ffice  Cbe  JFriatg  Mce* 

The  dairy  houfe,  ^ 

Cbf  ^ub*3lmonet’0  ©flSce* 

The  bake-houfe  belonging  to  the  The  bilhop’s  chamber, 
fub-almoner’s  office.  The  inner  chamber. 


The  hall. 

The  kitchen. 

The  hall. 

The  buttery. 

The  inner  chamber. 


A hall. 


The  doctor’s  chamber. 
The  biffiop’s  chamber. 


The  bake-houfe. 


The  Itill-houfe. 
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The  kitchen. 

Another  chapel. 

The  little  parlour  under  the  gallery. 

The  great  hall  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
cloifters,  iii  feet  long,  and  51  feet 
broad;  hung  at  the  upper  end  with  a 
great  piece  of  arras. 

The  pantry. 

The  buttery. 

The  abbot’s  pump-houfe. 

T he  abbot’s  ftable,  where  were  eight  horfes. 
Horfes,  mares,  and  colts,  kept  at  Sharp* 
ham,  and  other  parks,  in  number  44. 

In  the  great  tower  feven  large  bells. 

In  the  high  church  a number  of  coftly 
altars. 

In  the  new  chapel  a very  fair  tomb  of  King 
Edgar,  copper  gilL 
The  altar  fet  with  images  gilt. 

The  broad  court  belonging  to  the  abbey, 
contained  in  length  491  feet,  and  in 
breadth  220  feet. 

Of  this  immenfe  range  of  buildings  fcarce  a veftige  now  is  to  be  feen ; and  all  that 
remains  of  this  once  magnificent  pile,  are  feme  fragments  of  the  church,  St.  Jofeph’s 
chapel,  and  the  abbot’s  kitchen.  The  reft  is  reduced  to  a heap  of  rubbifli,  loading  the 
furface  of  its  feite  with  unfeemly  ruins.  Some  of  the  fouth  walls  of  the  choir  are  ftill 
ftanding,  as  are  alfo  fome  pieces  of  St.  Edgar’s,  St.  Andrew’s,  and  the  Loretto  chapel, 
with  the  two  eaft  pillars  of  the  tower,  and  a weft  arch  leading  into  St.  Jofeph’s  chapel. 
This  laft-mentioned  chapel,  except  the  roof  and  floor,  is  pretty  entire.  It  was  a moft 
elegant  ftrufture,  having  on  each  fide  fix  windows,  under  which  were  very  rich  compart- 
ments of  zigzag  arches  of  five  pillars,  and  their  fpandrils  adorned  with  rofes,  crefeents, 
and  painted  ftars.  The  fouth  door  has  ornaments  of  flower- work,  and  hiftory;  and 
the  north,  which  is  very  rich,  is  decorated  with  flourilhes,  foliage,  and  figures. 

The  abbot’s  kitchen,^  built  by  Whiting,  the  laft  abbot,  is  oftagonal,  having  in  the 
angles  four  fire-places  fixteen  feet  long.  In  the  flat  part  of  the  roof  rifes  an  arched 
0(ft agonal  pyramid,  crowned  with  a double  lantern,  one  within  another.  In  a 
fmaller  pyramid  hung  a bell  to  call  the  poor  people  to  the  adjoining  almonry.  In 
1667,  this  kitchen  was  hired  by  the  Quakers  for  a meeting-houfe.®  In  the  north 
wall  there  is  ftuck  up  the  effigy  of  an  abbot,  attired  in  his  robes;  which  in  1780  was 
dug  up  in  the  north  aile  of  the  abbey-church.  Other  effigies  have  at  different 

^ 33  Edw.  I.  William  Pafturell  held  twelve  ox-gangs  of  land  in  Giaftonbury,  of  the  abbot  thereof,  by  the 
feu  ice  of  finding  a cool:  in  the  kitchen  of  the  faid  abbot,  and  a baker  in  the  bake-houfe.  £fc. 
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The  red  chamber. 

The  green  chamber. 
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The  mill-houfe. 

The  bake-houfe. 

The  brew-houfe 

The  armory,  wffiere  was  a great  number 
of  fwords,  guns,  bullets,  and  other 
materials  belonging  to  that  office. 
The  convent’s  kitchen,  40  feet  fquare. 
The  archdeacon’s  office. 

The  gallery. 

The  fextery. 
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times  emerged  from  the  ruins  of  this  monaftery,  which  contained  the  bodies  of  kings, 
bhhops,  abbots,  priefts,  and  nobles.- 

In  the  church  were  buried  King  Arthur,  and  his  Queen  Gui'never;  King  Cbel  the 
fecond,  father  to  St.  Hellen,  and  grandfather  to  Conftantine  the  Great;  Kentwin  King, 
of  the  Weft  Saxons,  King  Edmund  I.  King  Edgar,  and  King  Edmund  Ironfide;  the 
Dukes  Alpher,  Athelftan,  Elwin,  and  Humphry  Stafford,  Duke  of  Devonfhire; 
Bilhops,  Hedda,  third  of  the  fee  ofWinchefter;  Brithwold,  eighth  bifliop  of  Wilton; 
Brithwyn,  twelfth  bifliop  of  Wells;  and  Seffride,  twenty-ninth  bifliop  of  Chichefter. 
Abbots,  Ambrefbury,  Pederton,  Taunton,  Kent,  Fromund,  Walter  de  Taunton,. 
Sodbury,  Breinton,  Monington,  Chinock,  Frome,,  More,  Selwood,  and  Beer.  In  the 
Lady  Chapel  lay  Sir  John  Byconel,  and  Sir  William  Seymour,  knight  of  the  Bath;., 
and  in  the  fouth  traniept  Sir  Thomas  Stawel,.knt.  and  Hugh  Monington,  S.T.P. 
brother  to  Abbot  Monington.  In  the  fame  aile  lay  the  effigy  of  an  armed  knight 
unknown.  19  EdvA  HI.  one  JohnBlome,  a citizen  of  London,  procured  licence  from 
the  King  to  fearch  among  the  buildings  of  the  monaftery  for  the  body  of  St.  Jofeph  of 
Arimathea;  but  the  body  was  not  found,. 

We  are  now  to  fay  fomething  of  the  town  of  Glaftonbury  ftlelf,  which  owed  its* 
origin  to  the  abbey  we  have  been  deftribing.  It  lies  in  a low  marfliy  country,  five- 
miles  nearly  fouth  from  Wells,  and  in  the  great  road  from  that  city  to  Exeter.  It 
was  built  in  the  reign  of  King  Ina,  about  A.  D.  708,  and  was  endowed  by  that  King, 
with  a variety  of  privileges.  About  the  year  873  it  was  ruined  by  the  Danes;  but 
was  re-edified  by  King  Edmund,  the  ninth  Saxon  Monarch,  who  exempted  it  from 
all  impofitions  and  oppreffions,  and  rendered  it  entirely  fubjeft  to  and  dependant  on 
the  abbey.  In  this  ftate  it  continued  t^l  the  year  1184,.  when  both  it  and  the  abbey 
were  confumed  by  fire.  It  was  again  rebuilt  by  the  liberality  of  King  Henry  III.;  but 
on  the  eleventh  of  September  1276  it  was  once  more  deftroyed  by  that  dreadful  earth- 
quake which  precipitated  the  church  of  St.  Michael  from  the  Tor  hill,  and  greatly 
endamaged  other  ftru6tures  in  the  country.  It  now  principally  confifts  of  two  ftreetSi, 
the  chief  of  which  runs  from  eaft  to  weft,  where  ftands  the  market  crofs,  the  other  from 
the  crofs  fouth  and  almoft  north,  and  is  the  road  to  Bridgewater  and  Exeter.-  In  both 
thefe  ftreets  many  houfes  are  either  entirely  built  or  patched  up  with  ftones  from  the 
abbey.  Out  of  the  ruins  of  the  old  abbot’s  lodging  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  fecond 
ftreet  above-mentioned,  the  houfe  now  called  the  Abbey-Houfe  was  conftrudled  in 
1714,  with  arms  and  ornaments  in  very  ftrong  relief:  viz.  the  arms  of  Edward  the 
Confeffor,  France  and  England,  quarterly;  the  initial  letters  of  the  abbots.  Beer 
and  Fromund;  a crofs  between  two  cups,  being  the  device  of  Beer;  an  ear  of  barley 
for  the  fame,  with  pelicans,  rofes,  pomegranates,  two.  birds  with  expanded  wings, 
encinfhired  with  a mitred  garland;  fymbols  of  the  Evangelifts,  &c.  The  great  gate, 
which  formerly  led  into  the  abbey  and  the  great  church,  is  now  become  an  inn.  In 
this  houfe  was  not  long  fince  fhewn  the  abbot’s  bed,  a clumfy  piece  of  furniture. 
The  George  inn,  in  the  High-ftreet,  was  formerly  an  holpital  for  the  entertainment 
of  pilgrims  reforting  to  the  flirine  of  St,  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  and  to  thofe  other 
religious  rellques  which  drew  fuch  a number  of  itinerant  devotees  to  this  hallowed 
Ipot.  This  houfe  was  given  A.D.  1490  by  Abbot  Selwood,  together  with  two  clofes 
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on  tke  north  fide  thereof  to  the  then  chamberlain  of  the  abbey;  the  front  of  the  houfe 
is  very  curioufly  ornamented  with  arms,  niches,  and  entablatures.  Over  the  gate  there 
is  a chevron  engrailed  azure  between  three  cro fifes  gules-,  per  pale  vert  and  azure-, 
per  pale  azure  and  gules.  It  was  formerly  decorated  with  figures  of  the  Twelve  Ctefars, 
two  of  which,  with  a mutilated  figure  of  Charity,  ftill  remain.  Underneath  this  houfe 
is  a vault  which  comes  out  quite  under  the  town,  and  leads  to  the  abbey,  fo  low  that  a 
man  muft  crawl  on  his  knees  to  pafs  it;  but  there  are  benches,  or  little  narrow  places 
to  reft  the  elbows  on,  in  order  to  eafe  the  knees.  It  comes  out  into  a large  vaulted 
place,  ufed  for  a cellar,  and  after  about  five  or  fix  paces  turns  afide  to  the  right  into 
another  pafifage  high  enough  for  a man  to  walk  upright;  this  paffage  is  about  five  or 
fix  paces  long,  and  leads  to  a flight  of  fteps  which  conduced  privately  to  the  abbot’s 
chamber,  wherein  was  a large  handfome  bedftead,  on  which  King  Henry  VIII.  once  lay. 

In  the  place  of  the  Porter’s  Lodge  was  eredted  a good  dwelling-houfe,  the  owner  of 
which  in  the  lafl:  century  pulled  down  an  old  mantle-piece,  and  placed  k in  the  ftreet, 
where  it  lay  for  feveral  years.  He  was  once  offered  three  (hillings  for  it,  but  would 
not  fell  it  under  three  and  four-pence.  At  length  his  daughter  going  to  build  a fmall 
chamber,  got  a workman  to  faw  it  out  to  make  flairs ; when  in  a private  hole,  which 
had  been  purpofely  made  in  it,  the  mafon  found  near  a hundred  pieces  of  gold,  of  the 
time  of  Richard  II.  and  Edw.  III.  and  of  the  value  of  about  eleven  (hillings  each.^ 

Above  the  George  is  another  houfe  with  a (lone  bay  window  called  the  T ribunal,  which 
was  formerly  filled  with  painted  glafs,  confiding  chiefly  of  coats  of  the  Abbots,  Kings 
of  England,  and  the  different  benefadors.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fame  dreet  is  the 
hofpital  oralms-houfe  of  Abbot  Richard  Beer,  founded  and  endowed  in  1512  for  ten 
poor  women.  Adjoining  thereto  is  a chapel,  the  entrance  to  which  is  from  the  High- 
ftreet  near  the  crofs,  through  an  ancient  gateway,  wherein  is  a room  paved  with  Roman 
bricks.  At  the  ead  end  of  the  dreet  is  an  old  chapel  or  cell  dedicated  to  St.  Mar- 
garet, founded  by  one  of  the  ancient  abbots.  In  the  other  dreet  on  the  wed  (ide  of 
the  road,  dands  the  hofpital  of  St.  J ohn,  founded,  or  rather  augmented,  for  ten  poor 
and  infirm  people  by  abbot  Michael  A.  D.  1 246. 

The  town  ofGladonbury  comprehends  two  parifhes,  (the  patronage  of  both  formerly 
belonging  to  the  abbey)  St.  John  Baptid,  and  St.  Benignus  6r  Benedidt,  which  within 
their  precindls  contain  upwards  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  houfes. 

The  church  of  St.  John  Baptid,  valued  in  1292  at  twenty-four  marks,**  and  of 
which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pratt  is  the  prefent  incumbent,  (lands  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
High-dreet,  and  is  a very  neat,  light  drudlure  with  a fine  lofty  tower. 

In  the  chancel  are  two  ancient  tombs,  one  on  each  Tide;  that  on  the  north  fide  was 
eredled  to  the  memory  of  one  Richard  Atwell,  who  died  in  the  year  1472.  This 
Atwell  contributed  to  the  repair  of  the  church,  and  gave  thereto  feveral  buildings  in 
the  High-dreet.  In  the  other  tomb,  which  is  condrudled  in  a fimilar  manner,  lies  Joan 
his  wife,  who  was  a benefadlrefs  to  the  abbey. 
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Againfl  the  fouth  wall  ftands  an  old  tomb  of  one  John  Camel,  purfe-bearer  to  one 
of  the  abbots,  whofe  name  is  punned  upon  in  divers  reprefentations  of  camels,  and 
fcrolls  of  Latin  verles,  now  not  wholly  intelligible. 

On  the  floor  is  a blue  ftone  infcribed  to  the  m.emory  of  Alexander  Dyer  and  Catherine 
his  wife,  of  Street  near  Glaftonbury.  He  died  March  7,  1633^  fhe  Sept.  26,  1650^ 
As  alfo  to  the  memory  of  Captain  John  Dyer,  who  died  April  24,.  1670.  Arms: 
Argent^  dancettee. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  communion-table  there  is  a mural  monument  infcribed  to 
the  memory  of  Mary  Trent,  who  died  April  20,  1753,  agpd  33.  Arms:  Azure,  three 
chevronels  or,  in  chief  two  rofes  argent,  impaled  with,  paly,  argent  and  fable,  two  fleurs- 
de-lis  counterchanged. 

On  a flat  ftone  is  an  almoft  obliterated  infcription  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev, 
Edmund  Byron,  M.  A. 

The  church  of  St.  Benedift,.  or  the  lower  church,  ftands  in  the  Weft-ftreet,  and  was 
built  by  Abbot  Beer,  the  initials  of  whofe  name  are  carved  in  a Ihield  between  a gat- 
land  furmounted  by  a mitre  for  the  abbey  over  the  north  door^  and  on  a battlement 
above  is  a crofs  with  two  cups  and  JJl,  IB*  at  the  bottom. 

Within  the  church,  in  a pew  belonging  to  the  Golds’  family  of  Sharpham-Park> 
is  a flat  ftone  with  this  infcription: 

En  depofitas,  Leftor,  fub  hoc  marmore  reliquias  integerrimi  viri  Henrici  Gold, 
de  villa  Sharphamienfi  equitis  aurati.  Band  Reginenfis  Jufticiarii  prudentilTimi:  cujus 
anima,  corporis  domicilio  foluta,  ad  Deum  creatorem  remigravit  Martij  die  xxvi,  anno 
Annas  Reginae  ix“.  astatis  fuas  lxvii,  redemptionis  noftras  MDCCX.”  Arms:  Azure, 
a lion  rampant  or,  between  three  fcrolls  argent.  Gold  j impaling,  on  a bar  between 
three  lions  palTant,  as  many  croffes  patee. 

Not  only  the  town,  but  the  environs  of  Glaftonbury,  abound  with  religious  reliques. 
The  moft  confpicuous  is  the  Tor  or  Tower  of  Sr.  Michael,  ftanding  upon  a very  high 
hill,  northeaftward  from  the  town,  on  which  poor  Whiting  met  his  untimely  end. 
On  this  bleak  and  defolate  fpot  the  faints  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus  ereded  a fmall 
oratory  to  the  honour  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,*  which  was  re-edified  by  St. 
Patrick,  and  beautified  by  fome  of  his  fucceflbrs.  The  fucceeding  abbots  enlarged 
upon  the  ancient  plan,  and  here  built  not  only  a large  and  elegant  church  and  mona- 
ftery;  but  alfo  other  buildings,  dwelling-houfes,  and  offices;  and  obtained  many  grants 
of  privileges  from  feveral  of  the  kings;  one  of  which  was  from  Henry  I.  to  the  pre- 
centor of  the  church  of  Glaftonbury,  appointing  him  to  have  yearly  a fair  at  the 
monaftery  of  St.  Michael  de  Torre  in  the  ifle  of  Glafton,  belonging  to  the  chantr/of 
the  abbey  of  Glaftonbury,  to  laft  for  fix  days,  viz.  for  five  days  before  the  feaft  of  St. 
Michael,  and  on  the  day  of  that  feaft,  in  the  fame,  place  where  the  fair  ufed  to  be  held 
for  two  days  only,  viz.  on  the  eve  and  day  of  the  fame  faint;  with  all  liberties  and  free 
cuftoms  uftially  belonging  to  fairs  of  like  fort,  provided  the  faid  fair  be  not  to  the 
detriment  of  other  fairs  in  the  neighbourhood.'*  The  witnelfes  to  this  charter  were, 

' See  the  former  part  of  this  account,  and  vol.  i.  p.  76,  note  ' . Cart.  27  Hen.  I. 
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William  Longefpee,  John  Fitz-Gefferey,  Philip  Baflet,  Hugh  de  VIvon,  Alan  la 
Zouche,  John  de  Plefieto,  GefFerey  Difpencer,  Robert  de  Mufcegros,  Paulin  Peyner, 
Nicholas  de  Bolewil,  Walter  de  Luytone,  and  others.  The  whole  of  the  buildings 
which  had  been  ereded  on  this  hill  by  feveral  abbots,  at  a vaft  expence,  the  labour 
being  very  great  to  convey  materials  up  the  immenfe  afcent,  were  totally  deftroyed  by 
the  earthquake  which  happened  in  1271,  but  afterwards  more  fplendidly  rebuilt,  and 
that  church  ereded,  of  which  tlie  tower  ftill  remains,  and  lifts  its  head  into  the  clouds, 
an  objed  of  admiration  to  travellers,  and  an  ornament  to  the  furrounding  country. 
At  the  weft  end  of  it  is  carved  the  figure  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  holding  in  his 
hand  a pair  of  fcales,  in  one  of  which  is  the  bible,  in  the  other  a devil,  and  another 
devil  hanging  by  ftriving  to  make  weight;  but  are  both  too  light.  This  curious 
remnant  of  antiquity  is  the  property  of  Sir  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  bart.  who  has  refcued 
it,  as  well  as  that  of  King  Alfred’s  tower  at  Stourton,  (both  in  view  of  each  other)  from 
oblivion,  by  the  annexed  plate. 

At  the  foot  of  this  hill  is  the  hamlet  of  Edgarlev,  where  was  a chapel  dedicated  to 
St.  Dunftan;  but  at  the  diffolution  converted  into  a barn. 

In  the  Ifle  of  Beokery  was  likewife  a chapel  to  the  honour  of  St.  Bridget,  now 
entirely  in  ruins. 

Southweft  from  the  town  is  Wearyall-Hill,  an  eminence  fo  called  (if  we  will  be- 
lieve the  monkifh  writers)  from  St.  Jofeph  and  his  companions  fitting  down  here  all  weary 
with  their  journey.  Here, St.  Jofeph  ftuck  his  flick  into  the  earth,  which,  although  a 
dry  hawthorn  ftafF,  thenceforth  grew,  and  conftantly  budded  on  Chriftmas-day.  It  had 
two  trunks  or  bodies,  till  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  a puritan  exterminated 
one,  and  left  the  other,  which  was  of  the  fize  of  a common  man,  to  be  viewed  in 
wonder  by  ftrangers ; and  the  blofibms  thereof  were  efteemed  fuch  curiofities  by  people 
of  all  nations,  that  the  Briftol  merchants  made  a traffick  of  them,  .%nd  exported  them 
into  foreign  parts.  In  the  great  rebellion,  during  the  time  of  King  Charles  I.  the 
remaining  trunk  of  this  tree  was  alfo  cut  down;  but  other  trees  from  its  branches  are 
ftill  growing  in  many  gardens  of  Glaftonbury,  and  in  the  different  nurferies  of  this 
kingdom.  It  is  probable  that  the  monks  of  Glaftonbury  procured  this  tree  from 
Paleftine,  where  abujidance  of  the  fame  fort  grow,  and  flower  about  the  fame  time. 
Where  this  thorn  grew  is  faid  to  have  been  a nunnery  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  without 
the  pale  of  Weriel-Park,  belonging  to  the  abbey. 

Befides  tliis  holy  thorn,  there  grew  in  the  abbey-church-yard,  on  the  north  fide  of  St. 
Jofeph’s  chapel,  a miraculous  walnut-tree,  which  never  budded  forth  before  the  feaft 
of  St.  Barnabas,  viz.  the  eleventh  of  June;  and  on  that  very  day  fhot  forth  leaves  and 
flourifhed  like  its  ufual  fpecies.  This  tree  is  alfo  gone,  and  in  the  place  thereof  Hands 
a very  fine  walnut-tree  of  the  common  fort. 

It  is  flrange  to  fay  how  much  both  thefe  trees  were  fought  after  by  the  credulous; 
and  though  the  former  was  a common  thorn,  and  the  latter  not  an  uncommon  walnut. 
Queen  Anne,  King  James,  and  many  of  the  nobility  of  the  realm,  even  when  the  times 
of  monkifh  fuperftition  had  ceafed,  gave  large  fums  of  money  for  fmall  cuttings  from 
the  original. 
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Tv  or  djd  the  rage  of  fuperftition  ceafe  to  harrafs  this  ancient  but  defolated  place  till 
die  year  1751,  when  thoufands  of  itinerants  found  reafon  to  complain  of  their  journies 
hither,  and  in  heavinefs  returning,  lament  their  ill-drawn  purfes.® 

One  Matthew  Chancellor,  a parifliioner  of  Noith-Wotton,  near  the  town,  who  had 
been  afflicted  with  an  aflhma  thirty  years,  gave  out  upon  oath,  that  about  the  middle 
of  Oftober  1750,  having  had  in  the  night-time  a violent  fit,  and  afterwards  falling 
adeep,  he  dreamed  that  he  was  at  Glaftonbury,  fome  way  above  Chain-gate  in  the  horfe 
. track,  and  there  faw  fome  of  the  cleareft  water  he  ever  faw  in  all  his  life,  and  that  he 
kneeled  down  on  his  knees  and  heartily  drank  thereof.  As  foon  as  he  ftood  up,  there 
feemed  to  be  a perfon  Handing  before  him,  who,  pointing  with  his  finger  to  the  fpring, 
addreffed  him  thus: — “ If  you  will  go  to  that  freeftone  flioot,  and  take  a clean  glals, 
and  drink  a glafs  full  falling  feven  Sunday  mornings  following,  and  let  no  perfon  fee 
you,  you  will  find  a perfeft  cure  of  your  diforder,  and  then  make  it  publick  to  all  the 
world.”  He  afked  him,  ‘‘Why  feven  Sunday  mornings?”  and  was  anfwered,  that 

the  world  was  made  in  fix  days,  and  on  the  feventh  God  Almighty  refted  from  his 
labour  and  bleffled  it  above  other  days.  Befides  (continues  he)  this  water  comes  from 
€-ut  of  the  holy  ground  where  a great  many  faints  and  martyrs  have  been  buried.”  He 
further  told  him  fomething  concerning  our  Saviour’s  being  baptized  in  the  river  Jordan, 
but  that  he  could  not  remember  it  diftindly  when  he  awoke.  In  confequence  of  this 
(converfation,  the  man  went  the  Sunday  morning  following  to  Glaftonbury,  which  is 
about  three  miles  from  the  place  where  he  lived,  and  found  it  exa6lly  according  to  his 
dream  j but  it  being  a dry  time,  and  the  water  not  running  very  plentifully,  he  dipped 
the  glafs  three  times  into  the  hole  under  where  the  fhoot  dropped,  took  up  to  the 
value  of  a glafs  full,  and  drank  it,  giving  God  thanks.  He  continued  to  do  fo  feven 
Sundays,  and  perfectly  recovered  from  his  diforder. 

It  is  incredible  how  eagerly  this  ridiculous  ftory  was  credited.  People  of  all  deno- 
minations flocked  hither  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  to  partake  of  the  waters  of 
this  falubrious  ftream.  Every  inn  and  houfe  in  Glaftonbury  and  its  environs  were 
crouded  with  guefts  and  lodgers,  and  it  is  a fad  well  authenticated.,  that  the  town  in 
the  month  of  May  1751,  contained  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  ftrangers.  If  the  reader 
would  wifti  to  know  the  fuccefs  which  thefe  itinerant  invalids  experienced  from  their 
yifit,  he  muft  be  informed  that  this  fpring,  difcovered  by  a vifion  in  the  night  feafon, 
was  no  more  than  a fpring  of  common  fair  water,  poflefllng  no  medical  properties 
whatever;  and  that  the  whole  ftory  was  defignedly  trumped  up  with  a view  of  bring- 
ing cuftom  to  the  town,  which  had  ftrangely  dwindled  fince  the  demolition  of  its  abbey. 
The  ijpring  is  in  the  road  to  Shepton-Mallet  under  the  Tor  hill. 

Before  we  conclude  our  account  of  this  place,  we  muft  not  omit  mentioning  the  very 
ancient  pyramids  which  are  recorded  by  William  of  Malmefbury  to  have  ftood  in  the 

' 'Mr.  Afhmole,  the  Roficrucian  of  noted  memory,  tells  us,  that  Edward  Kelley,  the  famous  Worcelier  nccro- 
mancer,  and  his  friend  and  companion  Dr.  Dee,  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  a large  quantity  of  the  Elixir,  or 
Philofopher’s  Stone,  in  the  ruins  of  the  abbey.  This  Elixir  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  furprifingly  rich,  that  a grdat 
{leal  was  loft  in  trials  and  projeftipns  before  they  difcovered  the  force  of  its  virtue.  Biog.  Did.  vii.  513. 
Art.  Kelley. 
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abbot’s  church-yard  about  the  farcophagus  of  King:  Arthur.  The  talleft,  and  that 
which  flood  nearefl  to  the  church,  was  twenty-fix  feet  in  height,  and  confifled  of  five 
courfesor  flories.  In  the  upper  courfe  was  the  figure  of  a bifhop;  in  the  fecond  a 
King,  with  this  infcription,.  HER.  SEXI.  and  BLISVVERH.  In  the  third  the 
names  WEMCRESTE,  BANTOMP,  WENETHEGN.  In  the  fourth,  HATE. 
WVLFREDE  and  EANFLEDE.  In  the  fifth  and  lowefl  the  figure  of  an  abbot, 
with  the  following  infcription,  LOGVVOR  WESLIELAS,  and  BREGDENE, 
SVVELVVES,  HVVINGENDES,  and  BERNE.  The  other  pyramid  was 
eighteen  feet  high-,  and  confifled  of  four  flories,  whereon  were  infcribed,  in  large  charac- 
ters, HEDDE  Epifcopus,  BREGORRED  and  BEORVVALDE.^  Thefe  pillars, 
which  have  for  many  hundred  years  been  buried  in  the  dufl,  commemorated  feme  of 
the  early,  abbots,  who  were  interred  underneath  them. 


The  feal  of  the  abbey  was  differently  charged:  One  coat  was  Verty  a crofs  botonnee 
argent y on  a canton  of  the  lafl  the  Virgin  Mary  and  Child:  The  other,.  Verty  a crofs 
botonnee  argent-,  on  the  dexter  chief  quarter  the  Virgin  Mary  holding  the  Infant  in  her 
dexter  arm;  and  in  the  finifler  a feeptre  cr-,  in  each  of  the  other  quarters  a ducal 
crown  of  the  lafl. 


In  the  terrier®  of  Richard  Beere,  the  lafl  abbot  of  Glaflonbury  but  one,  we  find  an 
account  of  the  flate  of  the.  town,  its  government,  and  other  matters,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VIU. 

In  the  town  of  Glaflonbury  is  a certain  hall,  lately  built  by  Richard  Lord  Abbot, 
for  courts  andfelfions,,and  meetings  of  the  fheriffs  and  juflices  of  the  peace,  within  the 
liberties  of  the  twelve  hides;  under  which  is  a gaol  for  the  confinement  of  prifoners. 
A Iheriff’s  court  is  held  there  once  at  Hock,  and  again  at  the  feafl  of  St.  Michael;  at 
which  courts  attend  all  the  free  tenants  within  the  twelve  hides.  At  the  fame  attend 
the  underwritten  tithings,  and  pay  their  common  fines,  viz.  - , 


**  The  tithing  of  Pathenborgh  pays  in  common  fines  to  the  Laid -courts  o 4 


The  tithing  of  Northlode  — — o 3 

The  tithing  of  Mere  pays  no  fine,  but  fuit 
The  tithings  of  Wotton  and  Wefthome,  the  fame 

The  tithing  of  Wefl-Pennard,  common  fines  — — > o 12 

Bradlye  pays  no  fine,  but  fuit 

Baltonefborgh  per  annum  in  fines  — , 0 S 

Eflrete  — — — ,02 

Edgarly  ■ — • — « — , o 6 


o 

a 


o 

o 

o 

o 


Sum  total  per  annum  — 0350 

“ The  fheriffs  of  the  twelve  hides  hold  their  meetings  from  month  to  month. 

“ There  are  alfo  two  coroners  eledled  by  writ  of  the  Lord  Abbot,  and  amoveable 
at  his  pleafure,  who  infpedl  all  mifdemeanors  within  the  twelve  hides,  receive  the 
Guilielm.  Malmefb.  Hlft.  ^ Johan.  Glallon.  Hift,  de  Reb,  Glafton.  ii.  306. 

Mm2  abjurations 
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abjurations  of  felons,  and  record  fuch  things  as  belong  to  the  coroner’s  office,  before 
the  itinerant  juilices  and  others  within  the  hides. 

There  is  a market  kept  eveiy  week  on  Wednefday. 

“ There  is  alfo  a certain  portmote  twice  a year,  viz.  at  Hock,  and  at  the  feaft  of  St. 
Michael,  in  which  all  forts  of  weights  and  meafures  of  fellers  and  buyers  within  the 
twelve  hides  are  tried  and  proved  j and  all  fellers  of  bread  and  ale  contrary  to  the  affize 
tried  and  puniflied. 

" There  is  a fair  on  St.  Dunftan’s  day,  now  not  in  ufe.  There  is  a certain  fair  on 
the  day  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  which  is  now  alfo  difcontiniied. 

There  is  alfo  a fair  at  the  Torre  on  the  feaft  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin 
Mary,  which  lafts  generally  for  fix  days,  the  toll  for  which  is  eftimated  at  26s.  8d.  per 
annum.  A fair  is  iikewife  kept  there  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael. 

There  is  a certain  pafture  under  the  fouth  fide  of  Wyrehall-Park,  called  Vyn^'ard^ 
confifting  of  five  clofesTery  pleafantly  fituated. 

There  is  another  park  called  Sherphame,  containing  with  fome  mead  inclofures 
in  the  circuit  thereof  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres.  In  this  park  Abbot 
Richard  lately  built  at  his  own  expence  a very  handfome  manor-houfe,  with  a chapel, 
hall,  parlour,  chambers,  ftorehoufes,  kitchen,  and  other  rooms  and  offices,  having  a 
ftone  wall  on  one  fide  and  oak  pales  on  the  other,  with  an  orchard  and  filhponds.  In 
which  park  might  be  kept  four  hundred  deer,  and  forty  large  cattle.  ' . 

There  is  a moor,  called  Hultemore,  with  the  alderwood,  containing  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  acres. 

Another  moor  is  called  Hethmorey  containing  with  the  heath  eight  hundred  acres. 

A third  moor  is  Southmorey  or  Allermorey  containing  one  thoufand  and  forty 

acres,  the  herbage  of  which  is  ufed  in  common  by  the  different  tenants,  and  all  the 
firing  appertains  to  the  monafteryj  in  which  moor  no  chace  could  formerly  be  made 
by  reafon  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  alders,  and  the  deptli  of  the  moraffes. 

A fourth  common  moor  is  called  NorthmorCy  and  contains  fix  hundred  and 
forty  acres. 

The  laft  common  moor  is  called  Kynnyard-Morcy  containing  by  admeafurement 
four  hundred  and  thirty  acres. 

There  is  Iikewife  a new  water-mill,  fituated  at  Northover,  and  ereded  by  Abbot 
Richard,  which  mill  brings  in  yearly  ten  pounds,  one  hundred  fhillings  of  which  are 
appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  poor  women  in  the  hofpital,  founded  by  the  faid 
abbot,  at  the  outward  abbey  gate;  and  ten  fhillings  to  the  fexton  for  the  tithe  of  the  mill. 

There  is  another  mill  called  Becary  mill,  and  a new  fulling-mill  lately  ere(51:ed  by 
the  faid  Lord  Abbot;  as  alfo  a water-mill  in  the  town,  and  a wind-mill  above  It.” 

Sharpham-Park  gave  birth  to  that  elegant  and  humorous  writer  Henry  Fielding, 
April  22,  1707,  TJis  father  Edmund  Fielding,  efq;  who  was  a younger  fon  of  the 
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Earl  of  Denbigh,  was  In  the  army  in  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general;  and  his  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Judge  Gould,  and  aunt  to  the  prefent  Sir  Henry  Gould,  of  Sharp- 
ham,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  common-pleas.  His  dramatick  works  are  ver)'^ 
numerous  and  all  comick,  but  his  novels  are  moft  efteemed,  and  perhaps  no  writer  ever 
painted  human  life  in  ftronger  colours  than  he  has  in  moft  of  them.  He  died  at  Lifbon 
in  1754,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

The  title  of  Avalon ^ the  ancient  appellation  of  the  diftrlft  we  have  been  deftribing, 
was  granted  by  King  Charles  II.  July  10,  1659,  JohnMordaunt,  fecond  fon  of  John 
Earl  of  Peterborough,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Thomas  Carey, 
fecond  fon  to  Robert  Earl  of  Monmouth,  and  by  her  had  Charles  third  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough,. and  father  of  the  prefent  Charles  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Peterborough  an<l 
IVIonmouth,  Vifcount  Avalon,  &c. 


BALTON^BURY. 

SOUTHEAST  from  Glaftonbury,  on  the  river  Brew,  ftands  Baltonlbury,  the  manor 
of  which  was  A.  D.  745  given  to  the  monks  by  one  Lulla,  a devout  lady,  and  great 
benefaftrefs  to  the  abbey.*  In  the  Conqueror’s  time  the  church  held  it  in  demefne: 

The  church  itfelf  holds'  BALTUNE'siERGi.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded 
for  five  hidek.  The  arable  is  fut  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  four  hides,  and 
one  virgate.  And  there  are  two  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and 
nine  bordars,  and  three  cottagers  with  two  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five  {hillings 
rent,  and  thirty  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  one^mile  and  a half  long,  and  half  a mUe 
broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  fix  pounds.'”’ 

The  mill  mentioned  in  this  account  was  broken  down  by  Joceline  bifhop  of  Bath, 
which  was  one  of  the  complaints  exhibited  by  the  monks  againft  that  prelate  in  their 
contentions  about  the  government  of  the  abbey There  is  yet  a mill  {landing  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  old  one  on  the  river  Brew. 

The* tithing  of  Baltonfbury  paid  yearly  eight  {hillings  to  the  abbot’s  torn  at  Glafton.'^ 

After  the  dilTdlution  the  manor  was  granted  to  Edward  Duke  of  Somerfet,  in  whofe 
fchedule  it  is  valued  at  39I.  i8s.  ijtd.  per  annum;'  and  on  his  attainder  Edw.  VI.  gave 
it  to  John  Ryther,  efq.  8 Eliz.  a moiety  of  it  belonged  to  William  Hungate,  of 
Saxton  in  Yorklhire.  In  the  fame  reign  Sir  William  St.  Loe  held  lands  here.  The 
fee-farm  tents  of  the  manor  now  belong  to  John  Codrihgton,  efq. 

The  roll  of  Glaftonbury  furveys  this  manor  of  Baltonlbury,  as  follows: 


* Guilielm.  Malmef.  ap.  Adam.Domerham,  i.  6z. 

“ Fin.  Com.  Somerf, 


•’  Lib.  Domefday.  * Adam.  Domerham.  ii.  452, 

* MS.  Valor. 
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The  Manor  of  Baltesborouch. 

“ Rentes  and  Demaynes. 

**  The  rentes  of  afllfe,  cuftomarye  tennantes,  and  demaynes,  perteynyng  to  the  faide 
manour,  are  of  the  yerely  valew  of  loil.  7s.  lo^d. 

**  Rerquifites  of  Courtej  and  Fynes» 

**  The  profitts  of  the  coiirtes,  fynes,  and  other  cafiialties,  as  appereth  in  the  bokes  of 
accompts  of  this  yere,  are  33I.  i6s.  3d. 

JVoodes, 

, **  Alfo  tliere  are  two  woodes  pertaynyng  mto  the  fayde  manour,  called  Southwoode 
and  Northwoode,  contaynyng  eight  hundred  acres,  well  fett  with  okes,  bothe  olde  and 
yong,  which  have  allwayes  ben  ufed  to  be  folde  to  the  tenauntes,  worthe  to  be  folde  400!, 
wherein  there  may  be  a yerely  wood-fale  made  of  63s.  6d. 138I.  7s.  7^d. 

“ Able  Men  to  Jerve  the  King. 

Alfo  there  are  within  the  fayde  lordelhip  certayne  tenauntes,  and  able  perlbns  ta^ 
do  the  King  fervyce,  to  the  nombre  of  23, 

Bondmen. 

Alfo  there  be  within  the  fame  certayne  bondemen,  beyng  in  fervytude  both,  of 
bodye  and  goodes,  at  the  King’s  pleafure,  in  nombre  7.”^ 

The  parifli  of  Baltonfbury  contains  fix  hamlets,  viz.. 

Martin-street,  Southwooo,  Lvbbon,  and 

Hamstreet,  Tillam-street,  West-town, 

moft  of  which  are  mentioned  in  the  ancient  terriers  of  Glafton;  but  contain  nothings 
remarkable. 

The  living  is  a chapel  to  Butleigh,  with  which  it  was  in  1292  conjointly  valued  at 
twenty-two  marks.® 

. The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Dunftan,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  porch, 
with  an  embattled  tower  containing  five  bells. 

Under  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  an  old  tomb  with  this  Infcription : — — - 
“ Ricardo  Waltono,  homini  fandiffimo,  ftemmate  claroque  fatis,  manfuetudinis  et 
mifericordiaj  incomparabilis,  Thomas  Waltonus,  A.  M.  amatilTimo  patri  pofuit.  Obt. 

8 Julij  1581.”  In  the  ftone  are  cut  thefe  coats,  i . A fleur-de-lis.  2.  A chevron 
between  three  boars’  heads.  3.  The  fame  quartered. 

On  a brafs  plate  above Here  under  entombed  doe  lye  the  bodies  of  Richard 

Walton,  of  Baltonlborough,  efqj  and  Alice  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Ralphe 
Hanam,  of  Evercreech  in  this  countie  of  Sommerfett,  gent,  deceafed  j and  alfo  the 
bodie  of  Thomas  Walton,  fonne  and  heir  of  the  faide  Richard  Walton  j who  having 
fpent  his  youth  in  the  ftudies  of  learning  In  the  univerfitie  of  Oxford,  and  in  the  inns 


^ Lsingtoft’s  Chro  i.  ii.  357* 


* Taxat.  Spiritual, 
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of  court  in  London,  and  his  riper  yeares  in  the  praftife  of  pietie  and  vertue,  com- 
mended his  foule  into  the  Jiands  of  Almightie  God  the  i8th  day  of  Feb.  1609,  leaving 
one  fonne  and  three  daughters  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  only  daughter  of  Philip 
Cottington,  of  Godmanfton  in  the  faid  countye,  efquier. 

A ihroude,  a coffin,  and  a marble  ftone. 


Are  dead  men’s  duej  and  may  the  living  teach 
That  when  to  ripenefs  they  are  fully  growen. 
Death  will  the  beft  and  faireft  flowers  reach. 
For  coulde  a pioufe  life  have  flay’d  death’s  force, 
Hee  yet  hadd  lived  thatts  here  a lifelefs  corfe.” 


On  this  plate  are  two  coats : i.  A chevron  between  three  fleurs-de-lis.  2.  On  a felTc 
between  three  rofes  as  many  bugle-horns. 

A black  flone  in  the  eafl  wall  commemorates  Thomas  Martin,  gent,  who  was 
buried  Dec.  21,  1714,  and  Mary  his  only  daughter,  who  died  July  4,  1650,  aetat.  17, 
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This  parilh  lies  four  miles  foutheaft  from  Glaflonbury,  (having  the  parifli  of 
Baltonfbury  on  the  north)  in  a clofe  flat  and  woody  fituation,  the  lands  whereof 
are  fertile,  and  the  foil  a clay. 

It  was  given  to  the  church  of  Glaflonbury  by  King  Ethelbald,  and  at  the  Conqueft 
was  thus  furveyed: 

Roger  holds  of  the  abbot  Bodeslege.  Winegod  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  virgates  of  land.  The  arable  is  one  carucate  and  a 
“ half,  and  there  are  on  it  feven  cottagers.  There  are  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  two 
acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  ten  Ihillings.”* 

The  manor  now  belongs  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Keate,  of  Wookey. 

Bradley  is  a chapel  to  Eafl-Pennard  in  the  Deanery  of  Cary.  The  Rev.  Mr, 
Fofler  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  chapel  is  a fmall  ftrudlure,  containing  neither  monument  nor  inferipdon. 
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MERE. 

This  parlfh  is  fituated  three  miles  northweft  from  Glaftonbury,  in  that  vaft  wild 
of  moors  or  meres,  from  which  (and  from  a very  large  mere  or  pond  here)  is 
juftly  derived  its  name,  and  which  being  formerly  overflown  by  the  fea,  three  iflands 
were  formed  called  by  the  ancient  natives  Ferramere  or  Ferlingmere,  Godenekt  and 
Wejieie.  The  former  of  thefe  conftituted  the  village  of  Mere  itfelf,  the  manor  of  which 
confifted  of  about  two  tlioufand  eight  hundred  acres,  and  now  belongs  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Moore  of  Briftol.  Godney  contains  about  two  thoufand 
acres  inclofed,  and  about  one  thoufand  two  hundred  acres  of  moor,  not  yet  inclofed, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Brown  of  Street.  Wejihay -moor  has  of  late  years  been  inclofed, 
and  comprifes  about  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty  acres.  That  part  of  Mere 
called  Mere-poly  which  was  formerly  a ftagnant  water,  contains  about  four  hundred 
acres,  and  by  draining  is  rendered  valuable.  In  this  pool,  which  according  to  the 
Glaftonbury  legends  was  inftantaneoufly  formed  by  the  prayers  of  St.  Benignus,  was  a 
large  fifliery  referved  entirely  for  the  abbot’s  ufe,  and  the  amufement  of  his  friends 
befides  which  there  were  feveral  other  pools  or  lakes  in  this  diftrid  called  Hacchewere 
and  Bordenwerey  in  which  was  an  celery  Lichelake  and  Cockejwerey  the  latter  of  which 
was  rented  in  1516  by  John  Gyblat  at  twenty  fliillings  per  annum.'*  And  there  was 
allb  another  pool  called  Jamefwerey  rented  at  thirteen  fliillings  and  fourpence  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VII.  but  at  the  above  date  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Abbot.'  In 
thefe  pools  were  kept  a great  number  of  fwans,**  herons,  and  other  fowl. 

In  fome  of  the  moors  are  found  quantities  of  large  old  yews,  alders,  birches,  and 
willows,  lying  in  all  diredions,  at  the  depth  of  from  one  to  five  feet  beneath  the  furface, 
with  the  largeft  branches  and  roots  remaining;  but  which  being  expofed  to  air  foon 
crumble  into  pieces.  ■ The  moors  alfo  abound  with  the  myricay  or  fweet  gale,  a low 
fhrub  with  fpear-fliaped,  ferrated  leaves,  bearing  catkins  and  a dry  berry.  The  northern 
nations  formerly  ufed  this  plant  inftead  of  hops.  The  catkins  boiled  in  water  throw 
up  a waxy  fcum,  which  will  make  candles.  And  from  another  fpecies  of  this  plant, 
which  is  a native  of  warmer  climates,  the  myrtle  candles  are  prepared.  Gathered  in 
autumn,  it  dyes  wool  yellow;  and  it  is  likewife  ufed  in  tanning  calfskins.  Horfes  and 
goats  eat  it.  A fine  aromatick  plant  called  here  cinnamon  laver,  (the  calamus- 
aromaticus  of  the  Ihops)  or  fweet- fcented  flag,  grows  in  Godney  moor. 

Kenewalch,  the  feventh  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  gave  Ferramere  with  the  two 
iflands  lying  on  each  fide  the  lake,  called  Godney  and  Wefthay,  to  the  abbey  of 
Glaftonbury,  and  the  grant  was  confirmed  by  fucceeding  kings.  T owards  the  Conqueft 
it  altered  its  name,  and  was  Amply  called  Mere,  being  furveyed  in  the  N orman  record 
under  that  title  among  the  poffelTions  of  Glaftonbury-abbey.' 

* Terrar.  Ricardi  Beere  in  Johan.  Glafton.Hift.  ii.  317.  ^ Ibid.  ' Ibid. 

^ The  Glaftonbury  Roll  mentions  forty -one  couple  of  fvvans  found  here  after  the  diffolution  of  the  abbey, 
f See  page  244  of  this  vol. 
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After  the  diflblution.  King  Edw.  VI.  In  tlie  firft  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the 
manor  of  Mere  with' divers  other  pofleftions  of  the  church  to  Edward  Duke  of  Somerfet, 
and  it  was  valued  at  73I.  2s.  4d/  After  which  it  pafTed  to  Gilbert  Prynne,  efqj  .and 
other  hands,,  till  it  became  vefted  as  above-mentioned. 

The  manor-houfe,  wherein  the  abbot  kept  his  court,  and  whereto  he  frequently 
reforted  with  his  friends,  ftill  exifts,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Mere-Farm^th^in^  a 
very  ancient  ftrudture,  exhibiting  the  marks  of  time.  It  was  built  by  abbot  John  Kent 
about  the  year  1300,  but  was  greatly  improved  and  beautified  by  abbot  Richard  Beere 
about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the  precindts,  including  new 
offices,  gardens,  and  orchards,  were  then  furrounded  with  a high  and  thick  wallj  enclo- 
fing  three  acres  and  one  perch  of  ground.®^  This  manfion  had  a fair  large  hall,  partly 
covered  with  lead  and  partly  with  flate,  with  eight  fair  chambers,  a chapel,  kitchen, 
buttery,  and  pantry,  and  all  other  offices  fuitable.  Fynally  (fays  the  old  furvey)  the 
howfe  is  fitt  for  a man  of  worffiip,  but  th’ayer  thereof  is  not  very  holfome,  favyng  to 
fuche  as  have  contynued  long  therein.”'* 

Neither  the  manors  of  Godneyj  nor  Wefthay^  are  noticed  in  the  Norman  record.  The 
former  is  a confiderable  village,  divided  into  two  parts,  called  Upper'  and  Lower 
Godney,  fituated  about  a mile  northeaft  from  the  pariffi  church  of  Mere.  In  this 
village  a chapel  was  eredted  in  ancient  times  to  the  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and 
the  oblations  were  appropriated  to  the  vicar  of  Ferlingmere.  Of  this  chapel  a notable 
miracle  was  recorded}  that  notwithftanding  the  environs,  by  reafon  of  the  thick  groves 
of  trees,  were  conftantly  defiled  by  the  ordure  of  different  forts  of  birds  inhabiting  the 
branches,  yet  this  chapel  was  never  known  to  be  violated  in  like  manner,  or  in  the 
leaft  to  be  touched  by  any  of  thofe  pollutions.*  In  the  place  of  the  old  chapel  fbands 
one  of  more  recent  conftrudtion,  a fmall  but  neat  buildiag,  thirty-one  feet  long,  and 
twenty-eight  broad,  having  this  infcription  at  the  weft  end:  “ This  chapel  (facred  to 
the  Holy  Trinity)  was  reftored  to  its  ancient  ufe  by  Peter  Davis,  recorder  of  Wells, 
efq}  in  the  year  1737.”  At  the  eaftend  are  cut  in  the  ftone,  in  two  coats,  the  Holy 
Lamb  and  Eagle. 

Among  the  ruins  of  Glaftonbury-abbey  there  was  found,  in  the  year  1754,  a feal, 
on  which  were  reprefented  the  figure  of  St.  Dunftan  mitred  and  holding  a crofter,  and 
addreffing  himfelf  to  certain  figures  in  a congregation  oppofite}  at  the  bottom,  the 
figure  of  a perfon  kneeling  and  praying  to  the  faint}  and  round  the  whole  this  legend: 

COITIC  CapcUatlX  E)0i  This  Thomas  was  chaplain  of  Godney,  or 

God’s  Ifland,  (as  it  was  heretofore  called)  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  defigned’  by 
the  figure  at  the  feet  of  St.  Dunftan. 

^ Westhay  ftands  half  a mile  nearly  weftward  from  the  church,  and  contains  about 
twenty-five  houfes,  which  is  nearly  the  fame  number  with'  thofe  in  Godney.  Here 
alfo  was  a chapel  long  fince  ruinated. 

^ MS.  Valor.  b Johan.  Glafton.  ii,  316.  ” Glaftonbury  Roll  above  quoted. 

‘ Johan.  Glafton.  Hift.  ii,  315. 
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Another  village  called  Stilvey,  or  Stiveleigh,  Hands  half  a mile  foutheaft  from 
the  church,  containing  a few  farms. 

The  church  of  Mere,  valued  in  1292  at  fix  marks  and  a half,''  was  appropriated  to 
the  abbey  of  Glaftonbury,  and  a vicarage  ordained  A.  D.  1351,  when  it  was  inftituted 
that  the  vicar  fhould  have  the  parfonage-houfe,  with  all  the  arable  land  and  meadow 
■which  the  reflor  holds  in  demefne,  with  common  for  all  kinds  of  beafts  with  the  abbot  of 
Glaftonbup/'s  tenants  in  all  parts  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  parilh  of  Mere, 
and  common  for  four  oxen  and  one  heifer  with  the  oxen  of  the  religious  in  the  places 
ufual  to  the  redtor  of  Mere.  He  was  alfo  to  receive  all  oblations  to  the  faid  church 
arifing  from  anniverfaries  and  legacies ; the  tithes  of  calves,  pigs,  geefe,  flax,  hemp, 
milk,  cheefe,  wool,  lambs,  eggs,  gardens,  or  curtilages,  reed- walks,  mills,  pullets,  and 
pigeons,  from  the  tenants  of  the  abbot  and  convent,  parilhioners  there;  as  alfo  the 
large  and  fmall  tithes  of  two  tenements,  called  Fameburgh^  and  Martenefey. ; and  the 
tithes  of  the  meads  called  Monekemede  and  AmevereJmedCi  and  the  dairy  there;  but  the 
vicar  to  have  or  claim  no  tithes  whatfoever  from  the  fruits  or  goods  in  the  lands,  or 
places,  or  water,  in  the  demefnes  of  the  faid  religious,  or  of  the  animals  there  depafturingj 
■or  of  the  Allies  in  the  Alheries  there,  except  as  above  expreffed.  Nor  fliall  the  abbot 
and  convent  receive  any  tithes  from  the  arable  lands  or  meadows  alTigned  to  the  vicar 
for  his  portion,  or  from  his  animals ; but  all  mortuaries,  church  dues,  and  all  other 
things  not  alAgned  to  the  vicar,  and  belonging  or  due  to  the  faid  church  of  Mere,  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  Glaftonbury  lhall  wholly  receive  and  enjoy.  It  lhall  alfo  be 
incumbent  on  every  vicar  to  And  bread,  wine,  incenfe,  procelTional  candles,  and  other 
lights  in  the  faid  church,  bind  the-  books  ufed  therein,  walh  the  veftments,  and  repair 
thofe  and  all  other  ornaments  belonging  thereto,  which  had  ufually  been  done  by  the 
redor.  The  abbot  and  convent  to  fupport  all  other  burdens  either  by  right  or  cuftom 
incumbent  on  the  faid  church,  as  well  ordinary  as  extraordinary.  Dated  at  Banwell 
15  Kal.  Od.  1351.* 

The  living  of  Mere  is  a vicarage  in  the  jurifdidlon  of  Glafton,  and  in  the  gift  of 

Mrs.  Cook, Brown,  efq;  and  John  Strode,  efq.  The  Rev.  Robert  Purcel  is  the 

prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  Hands  on  a fmall  eminence,  is  a 
large  Gothick  Hrudure,  confiHing  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  two  Ade  ailes,  all  except  the 
chancel  covered  with  lead.  At  the  weH  end  is  a large  embattled  tower,  containing  fix 
bells  and  a clock. 

The  eaH  window  of  the  north  aile  contains  very  Ane  old  painted  glafs,  in  which  are 
feveral  hiHorical  groups  of  Ane  Agures;  but  much  obfeured  by  dirt.  The  principal 
are  the  adminiHration  of  Baptifm,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  Extreme  Undion.  In 
feveral  other  windows  there  is  alfo  fome  painted  glafs ; but  defaced  by  time.  The 
whole  upper  part  of  the  great  arch  which  divides  the  nave  from  the  belfry  is  Ailed  up 
with  an  ancient  painting,  on  the  top  of  which  is  the  crofs  triumphant  in  the  clouds, 
furrounded  by  the  celeHial  choir  founding  inHruments  of  mufick.  In  the  lower  part  is 

Taxat.  Spiritual.  ' Exerpt.  e Regift.  Wellen. 
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Peter  wtih  the  keys,  Mofes  and  Aaron,  David  playing  on  his  harp,  Hope  with  her 
anchor,  Juftice  with  the  fword,  and  feveral  other  figures. . In  the  center  is  a cherub 
holding  open  the  New  Teftament. 

Some  of  the  monks  of  Glaftonbury  are  faid  to  have  been  buried  here;  but  none  of 
their  memorials  remain. 

In  the  ftreet  at  the  corner  of  the  church-yard  ftands  an  old  ftone  croiS, 


WEST-PENNARD 

Lies  three  miles  eaft  from  Glaftonbury,  and  in  the  turnpike-road  from  that  town  to 
Shepton-Mallet.  It  is  fituated  on  the  weftern  flope  of  a hill,  in  a woody  country, 
near  the  fide  of  the  moors  j but  the  fouthern  part  of  the  parilh  is  high  land,  being  a 
ridge  of  hills  running  from  Pill  to  within  one  mile  of  the  Tor  at  Glaftonbury..  From 
thefe  high  lands  there  is  a fine  profpeft.  It  confifts  of  five  hamlets  t 

I.  East-Street,  one  mile  northweft  of  the  church. 

2.  New-Town  and  Laverley,  along  the  turnpike  road  leading  to  Piltoni- 
3.  Higher  and  Lower  South-town,  half  a mile  fouth, 

4.  Sticklings,  or  Sticklinch,  half  a mile  northeaft.. 

5.  Woodlands,  one  mile  fbuthweft. 

The  manor  of  Pennard  was  given  to  the  church  of  Glaftonbury  by  Baldred  king  of 
Rent,  and  confifted  of  fix  hides.  It  is  included  in  the  great  Norman  furvey  under. 
Pennarminjirey  or  Eaft-Pennard,  with  which  it  was  held  till  the  difiblution  of  the  mo- 
naftery,  and  was  then  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  being  of  the  yearly  value 
of  36I.  IS.  id."* 

The  church  of  Weft-Pennard  was  annexed  to  the  churches  of  St.  John  and  St. 
Benignus  in  Glaftonbury,  and  the  reftories  thereof  were  after  the  difiblution  vefied  in 
the  crown  till  the  year  1547,  when  William  bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  obtained  of 
King  Edward  VI.  the  church  and  redory  of  St.  John  Baptift  in  Glaftonbury,  and  the 
redory  or  the  chapel  of  St.  Benignus  within  the  town  of  Glaftonbury;  as  alfo  the 
redories  or  chapels  of  Bradley  and  Weft-Pennard,  and  the  churches  and  redories  of 
Northlode,  Eaft-Brent,  Eaft-Pennard,  and  Wefton,  and  the  advowfon  and  right  of 
patronage  of  thofe  churches,  with  all  their  lands,  tithes,  profits,  and  revenues,  in 
confideration  of  conceding  to  the  King  the  manors  of  Claverton,  Hampton,  Lydiard, 
Chard,  Chedder,  Huifh,  and  other  poifeflions  in  this  county,  in  Gloucefterlhire,  and 
in  the  city  of  London." 

^ MS.  Valor.  " Rymer  Feed.  tom.  xv.  p.  171. 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  and  is  a large  Gothick  edifice,  one  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  forty-four  in  breadth,  having  a nave,  chancel,  and  fide  ailes,  covered  ^ 
with  lead,  and  a large  tower  at  the  weft  end  containing  five  bells. 

In  the  church  are  divers  mural  ftones  to  the  memory  of  the  families  of  Grant,  Walter, 
and  Burges. 

In  the  church-yard  is  a fine  yew-tree,  and  a well-preferved  ftone  crofs. 

Here  is  a charity-fchool,  endowed  by  Robert  Slade,  efq;,  about  the  year  1756,  with 
ten  pounds  per  annum  for  teaching  ten  poor  children  to  read. 


N O R T H - W O T T O N 

IS  a fmall  parifti  fix  miles  eaft  from  Glaftonbury,  pleafantly  and  pidurefquely  fituated 
in  a narrow  warm  vale  enclofed  on  all  fides,  except  the  weft,  by  lof^-fteep  hiUs 
cultivated  and  wooded.  The  hills  towards  the  north  are  called  Lane elly -Hills -y  and 
.to  the  eaft  is  fVorminfter -Hilly  a fine  fheep  flade.  The  Hopes  of  thefe  hills  are  very 
fteepj  and  thofe  towards  the  fouth  are  in  many  places  fifiured  from  their  tops.  The 
. gutters,  or,  chafms,  are  too  deep  to  have  been  formed  by  land  floods,  and  bear  evident 
.marks  of  antiquity;  on  the. edges  and  flopes  of  them  are  old  pollard  trees  and  flirubs, 
with  deep  channels  in  the  ftone,  feeming  to  be  the. venerable  veftiges  of  the  general 
deluge. 

A fmall  brook,  formed  by  feveral  fprings  which  rife  in  the  panfti  of  Pilton,  runs 
.through  and  turns  two  overfhot  grift-mills  in  this  parifh,  continuing  its  courfe  through 
the  moors  to  Mere  river.  The  lands  are  moftly  pafture  and  meadow;  and  here  are 
feveral  quarries  of  blue  lyas  ftone. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  760,  Kinulph,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  gave  to  Guban 
abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  who  prefided  two  years  over  that  monaftery,  the  manor  of 
Wudetoney  confifting  of  five  hides:*  which  five  hides  in  fucceeding  times  were  afterwards 
incorporated  into  the  great  manor  of  Pilton,  and  at  the  Conqueft  were  held  by  one 
Adret,  Eddret,  or  Aldred  (as  he  is  fometimes  called,)  a thane  of  diftindtion,  who  at 
the  coming  in  of  the  Normans,  was  retained  in  the  court  of  King  William;  but  after- 
wards difmifled  with  the  gratuity  of  divers  lands  in  the  weft  of  England.'* 

“ Of  the  fame  land  of  this  manor  [Piltone]  Adret  holds  of  the  Abbot  five  hides 
in  Utone.”"  ‘ 

The  manor  belongs  to  William  Gore  Langton,  of  Newton  St.  Loe,  efq. 

* Guilielm,  Malmefbur.  de  Antiq.  Glafton.  Ecclef.  in  Adam.  Domerham.  i.  63. 

* Excerpt,  e Chronic.  Glafton.  MS.  * Lib.  Domefday. 

The 


f 


N O R T H - W O T T O N.  277 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Cary;  and  has  always  been  annexed  to 
Pilton,  which  is  the  mother  church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  building  of  one  pace,  wherein  nothing  remarkable  occurs  as 
to  monuments  or  particularity  of  conftrudtion.  An  embattled  tower  at  the  weft  end 
contains  three  bells. 

At  Syckedon  in  Devonfhire  certain  lands  of  the  yearly  rent  of  26s.  8d.  and  fix  acres 
of  land  in  Pilton,  were  given  for  the  fupport  of  lights  in  the  chapel  of  Wotton;  which 
lands  were  fold  by  commiflioners,  appointed  by  Queen  Mary,  in  1557,  to  Henry 
Portman,  efq."* 

In  the  church-yard  is  an  old  yew-tree. 

The  average  births  in  this  parilh  annually  are  nine;  the  burials  four. 

The  parilh  confifts  of  about  forty  houfes,  and  nearly  three  hundred  inhabitants, 

0 Harl.  MS.  606,  p.  45. 


THE 


■ 


1 


) 


[ 279  ] 


THE  HUNDRED  OF 

HARECLIVE  and  BEDMINSTER. 


PARTLY  within  the  parifh  of  Barrow,  and  partly  within  that  of  Winford,  is  a 
rock  or  cliff,  called  Hare-dive^  or  Cliff,  which  gives  name  to  the  Hundred  now 
united  with  that  of  Bedminfter.  At  this  fpot  the  courts  for  the  Hundred  were 
formerly  held,  and  the  ufual  bufmefs  tranfadedj  it  being  cuftomary  in  ancient  times  to 
convene  publick  meetings  in  fome  one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  places  in  the  diftrift 
over  which  any  particular  jurifdidion  extended.  The  name  is  obvioully  derived  from 
the  Saxon  iJepe,  which  fignifies  an  army,  and  LIip,  a fteep  or  craggy  rock.  In  this 
neighbourhood  there  is  alfo  a road  called  Hare-Lane,  having  the  fame  fignification; 
the  former  expreffing  the  military  rock,  the  latter  the  military  way.  Through  thefc 
parts  paired  in  its  track  towards  the  Severn  fea,  that  ancient  famous  boundary  called 
Wanjdike,  formed  by  Belgick  warriors  previous  to  the  invafion  of  this  kingdom  by  the 
Romans.*  And  confidering  the  many  battles  which  mull  have  been  fought,  upon  a 
rampart  raifed  by  a foreign  enemy  to  repel  the  Ahorigines,  or  ancient  natives  of  this 
country,  who  were  equally  fierce  and  warlike  with  themfelves,  and  very  tenacious  of 
the  fnaalleft  part  of  their  territories  •,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  why  this  cliff  and  this 
lane,  both  feated  on  this  important  boundary,  obtained  the  appellation  of  Hareclff  zxA 
Harelane.  A family  of  fome  account  derived  their  name  from  Hareclive,  from  which 
we  may  conclude  this  fpot  was  once  peopled  with  inhabitants, 

W ith  regard  to  the  property  of  the  conjoined  hundreds  of  Hareclive  and  Bedminfter, 
it  is  to  be  obferved  that  they  originally  were  parcel  of  the  crown.  In  the  hundred  of 
Bedminfter  were  fix  hides,  from  which  the  King  received  a tribute  of  twenty-four 
fhillings,  as  for  four  of  thofe  hides;  Ofbert  Giffard  held  a fifth  in  demefne,  and  Turftin 
the  fixth  in  free  alms,'*  The  hundreds  were  afterwards  hdd  of  the  honour  of  Glou- 
cefter  by  the  Fitz-Hardings  and  the  Berkeleys,  and  thenceforth  by  the  fucceffive  lords 
of  the  manor  of  Bedminfter,  where  the  court  for  that  hundred  is  now  held;  but  the 
court  for  that  of  Hareclive  is  held  at  Long-Afhton.  A conftable  is  chofen  for  each. 


* See  vol.  i.  p.  170, 
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This  hundred,  which  is  fituated  in  the  northern  verge  of  the  county,  extending 
from  Chew  on  the  eaft,  and  Wrington  on  the  weft,  to  the  city  and  county  of  Briftol, 
contains  the  following  parifties: 

Bedminster  Barrow  Nemnet 

Long-Ashton  Butcombe  and 

Backwell  Chelvy  Winford* 

Of  which  we  lhall  treat  in  order. 


BEDMINSTER. 

This  parilh,  which  in  ancient  times  confifted  of  only  a few  cottages,  is  now  grown 
fo  populous  and  crowded  with  buildings,  as  to  form  a very  confiderable  fuburb 
to  the  city  ofBriftol,  the  principal  ftreet  being  the  great  road  thereinto  from  the  weftern 
parts  of  England. 

Bedminfter  was  formerly  parcel  of  the  polTeflion  of  the  Saxon  kings,  and  was  never 
alienated  from  the  crown  till  after  the  Norman  Conqueft.  The  Domefday  furvey 
thus  defcribes  it:  - ^ ' 

The  King  holds  Beiminstre.  King  Edward  held  it.  It  never  was  aflefted  to 
“the  geld  j nor  is  it  known  how  many  hides  it  contains.  The  arable  is  twenty-fix 
carucates.  Three  carucates  are  in  demefne,  and  there  are  three  fervants,  and  twenty- 
“ five  villanes,  and  twenty-two  cottagers,  with  ten  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five 
“ fliillings  rent,  and  thirty-four  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  two  miles  long,  and  one 
“ mile  broad.  It  pays  twenty-one  pounds,  and  twopence  halfpenny,  every  ore  being 
“ of  the  value  of  twenty  pence. 

“ The  prieft  of  this  manor  holds  land  to  the  amount  of  one  carucate,  and  it  is  worth 
twenty  fhillings. 

“ Of  this  manor  the  bilhop  of  Cputances  holds  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of 
**  meadow  and  wood.”* 

King  William  II.  when  he  conferred  the  honour  of  Gloucefter  on  Robert  Fitz- 
Hamon,  who  came  into  England  with  William  Duke  of  Normandy  his  father,  granted 
him  this  manor  and  hundred,  with  divers  other  large  eftates,  to  fupport  that  dignity, 
whereto  he  willed  them  to  be  annexed  for  ever.  Robert  left  only  four  daughters,  the 
eldeft  of  whom,  Mabel,  being  the  wife  of  Robert  the  natural  fon  of  King  Henry  I. 
he  in  i loo,  was  created  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  by  the  name  of  Robert  of  Mellent,  and 
died  in  1147. 


* Lib.  Domefday. 
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of  this  Robert  the  manor  of  Bedminfter  was  held  by  Robert  Fitz-Harding,  the  fon 
of  Harding,  governor  of  Briftol  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  a perfon  of 
high  extradion,  being  defcended  from  the  Kings  of  Denmark.  This  Robert  Fitz- 
Harding  was  progenitor  of  the  Berkeley  family,  and  dying  in  1 170,  was  buried  in  the 
abbey-church  of  St.  Auguftine  in  Briftol,  which  he  himfelf  had  founded.** 

Maurice  his  fon,  furnamed  d6  Berkeley,  from  that  his  lordftiip  in  Gloucefterlhire, 
was  a great  benefailor  to  his  father’s,  as  well  as  to  other  religious  foundations.  He 
died  in  1 1 8 9,,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Robert  his  eldeft  fon. 

Which  Robert  de  Berkeley  founded  in  the  village  of  Bedminfter,  to  the  honour  of 
St.  Catherine,  anhofpital  for  a mafter,  or  warden,  and  feveral  poor  brethren,  which  his 
brother  Sir  Thomas  de  Berkeley  confirmed,  and  gave  to  it  lands  and  tenements  in 
Biihopworth  within  this  parilh.'"  This  Robert  alfo  founded  a- chantry  in  his  manor- 
houfe  here,  and  another  in  his  chapel  at  Portbury.** 

Thomas  de  Berkeley,  his  brother  and  heir,  acquired  himfelf  a name  from  his  piety 
and  religious  benefadlions.  He  died  in  1243,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Auguftine’s 
abbey. 

Maurice,  his  eldeft  fon,  had  livery  of  this  manor  28  Hen.  III.'  and  46  of  the  fame 
reign  obtained  of  the  King  a charter  of  free  warren  in  all  his  lands  lying  in  Bedminfter, 
Portbury,  and  other  places.^  31  Henry  III.  this  Maurice  gave  a mill  and  lands  in 
Bedminfter  to  the  monaftery  of  Whitland  in  the  county  of  Brecon,  for  the  fake  of  his 
own  foul  and  the  foul  of  Ifabel  his  wife.  He  died  9 Edw,  I.  feized  of  this  manor,  and 
Redcliff-ftreet  without  Briftol  belonging  thereto,  leaving  ifllie  Thomas  his  fon.  and  heir 
then  thirty  years  of  age.® 

Which  Thomas  fortified  and  embattled  his  manfion-houfe  at  Bedminfter,  -and  en- 
lar-ged  the  buildings  of  the  hofpital.'*  He  died  in  1321,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Maurice 
de  Berkeley  his  eldeft  fon. 

This  Maurice  de  Berkeley  23  Edw.  I.  was  fummoned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Berkeley,  of  Berkeley-caftle  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter.  10  Edw.  II.  he  built 
a priory  on  the  Flat-Holmes  in  the  Briftol  channel,  and  gave  tliereto  lands  in  his 
manor  of  Portbury.’  He  died  in  1326,  19  Edw.  11. 

. Sir  Thomas  Berkeley,  his  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  to  the  title  and  eftate;  and  4 Edw.  III. 
had  a full  confirmation  of  the  manor  of  Bedminfter  with  all  its  appertenances.*'- 
1 1 Edw.  III.  he  gave  an  annual  rent  of  thirty  (hillings  out  of  this  manor  for  a prieft  to 
fmg  in  the  abbey-church  of  St.  Auguftine’s  in  Briftol,  for  the  foul  of  Margaret  his 
wife,  his  own  foul,  and  all  the  faithful  deceafed.'  He  likewife  founded  a chantry  in  the 
chapel  of  St.  Catherine  in  Bedminfter,  19  Edw.  III.  for  a prieft  to  fay  mafs  for  Lord 
Maurice  his  father,  and  for  Margaret  his  wife,  and  himfelf  after  his  deceafe:  which 
chantry  he  endowed  with  lands  in  Bedminfter  and  Portbury c"’  21  Edv/.  III.  he  eredted 

“ Tanner’s  NotitiaMonaftica.  ' Itin.  Willelmi  de  Worceftre,  294,  295.  Dugd.  Bar.  1.  352. 

' Rot.  fin.  28  Hen.  III.  f Cart.  46  Hen.  III.  ^ Efc.  Pat.  25  Edw.  I.  ' MS.  Notes  by  Savage. 

Cart.  4 Edw.  III.  n.  6z.  ' Pat.  1 1 Edw.  III.  p.  z.  m.  3.  Rot.  claus.  19  Edw.  HI. 
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an  hermitage  in  Bedminfter,  and  gave  to  the  mafter  of  St.  Catherine’s  hofpital  a parcel 
of  land  near  it  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  his  father,  mother,  and  wife.”  He  died  in  136 1, 
leaving  iflfue, 

Sir  Maurice,  the  third  Lord  Berkeley,  who  was  alfo  a great  founder  of  chantries; 
attending  the  Black  Prince  into  Gafeoigne,  he  received  fuch  wounds  at  the  battle  of 
Poiftiers,  as  ended  his  days  June  8,  1367,  being  then  feizedof  the  manors  of  Bedminfter, 
Portbury,  and  Portifliead;  as  alfo  the  hundred  of  Hareclive  and  Bedminfter. 

His  fuccelTor  was  Thomas  the  fourth  Lord  Berkeley,  who  was  the  laft  of  the  ^mily 
that  poflefied  this  manor;  for  dying  in  1416  without  ilTue  male,  Elizabeth  his  only 
daughter  and  heir  transferred  it  with  many  other  eftates  to  her  hufband  Richard 
Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick. 

The  faid  Richard  Beauchamp,  at  his  death  in  1439,  three  daughters  his  co- 
heirefles,  viz.  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Talbot  earl  of  Shrewfbury;  Eleanor,  firft 
married  to  Lord  Roos,  and  afterwards  to  Edmund  Beaufort  marquis  of  Dorfet  and 
duke  of  Somerfet;  and  Elizabeth  wife  to  George  Nevil  lord  Latimer.  The  manor 
of  Bedminfter  came  to  Eleanor  the  fecond  coheirefs,  whofe  daughter  Margaret  was 
married  to  Humphry  earl  of  Stafford,  father  to  Henry  duke  of  Buckingham,  and 
grandfather  to  Edward  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  all  fucceffively  poffeffed  this  manor 
and  hundred.  But  the  laft-mentioned  Duke  being  attainted  in  parliament  13  Henry 
VIII.  it  became  confifeated  to  the  crown,  and  that  King  the  fame  year,  March  12, 
granted  it  to  Henry  Bourchier  earl  of  Effex,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body.  The 
faid  Earl  was  killed  March  13,  1539,  by  a fall  from  his  horfe,  and  leaving  no  iffue 
male,  the  manor  of  Bedminfter  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  in  1553,  i and 
-2  Philip  and  Mary,  to  Edward  Nevil  and  his  heirs.  From  him  it  defeended  to  Sir 
Heniy  Nevil  his  grandfon,  fon  and  heir  apparent  of  Edward  lord  Abergavenny,  who 
in  1605  fold  it  to  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt.  from  whom  it  has  paffed,  in  like  manner  with 
Long-Alhton,  to  Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  and  Edward  Gore,  efq;  the  prefent 
poffeffors.  A patent  of  confirmation  of  this  manor  was  granted  to  Sir  Hugh  Smyth, 
7th  of  Dec.  II  James  I. 

St.  Catherine’s  hofpital,  founded  by  Robert  de  Berkeley,  lord  of  this  manor,  ftood 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ftreet  near  the  bridge  called  Brightbow-Bridge^  and  was  fome- 
time  fince  a glafs-houfei  but  is  now  converted  into  fmall  tenements.  Nothing  remains 
of  the  original  building  except  the  eaft  end  of  the  chapel,  where  there  is  a Gothick 
window  blocked  up.  The  body  of  the  chapel  was  forty-nine  feet  long,  and  twenty- 
one  feet  wide;  the  chancel  twenty-feven  feet  long,  and  fixteen  wide.° 

16  June,  29  Eliz.  the  feite  of  this  hofpital  was  granted  to  Edward  Heron  and 
John  Nicholas,  and  their  heirs,  who  the  next  year  fold  it  to  Henry  Nevil,  efq;  by  whole 
family  it  was  conveyed  to  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt.  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  John 
Hugh  Smyth,  bart. 

The  regifters  of  Wells  inform  us,  that  it  was  not  a houfe  of  religious  at  its  firft 
foundation;  and  that  heretofore  the  warden  or  mafter- had  with  him  at  a time  three 

“ Pagd.  Bar.  i.  359,  from  papers  in  Berkeley-Caftle.  ® Itin.  Willelra.  de  Worceftre,  294. 
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or  four  priefts  or  brethren,  who  always  wore  the  habit  of  fecular  prieftsj  except 
that  infcead  of  the  outer  veft,  they  ufed  a cope  or  mantle  of  black  or  burnet,  with  a 
St.  Catherine’s  wheel  of  cloth  of  another  colour  fewedto  the  left  breaft.  The  revenues 
of  this  hofpital  never  exceeded  the  yearly  value  of  twenty-four  pounds,  out  of  which 
it  paid  to  the  reftor  of  Bedminfter  an  annual  penfion  of  fix  Ihillings  and  eightpence, 
and  to  the  fame  church,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  two  wax  candies  of  a 
pound  weight  each.**  In  1534,  the  revenues  were  valued  at  21I.  15s.  lod. 

The  lords  of  the  manor  were  the  fucceffive  patrons;  the  matters  were, 

John,  of  Babcary,  elected  April  25,  1325. 

Richard,  of  Borefordefcote-Wyke,  Sept.  30,  1327. 

John  Randolph,  of  Colelhill,  April  ii,  1332. 

John  of  Malmefbury,  Oft.  22,  1338. 

John  of  Eggefworth,  Dec.  10,  1348. 

William  of  Fofton,  April  14,  1349. 

Walter  of  Eatt-Ham,  April  19,  1351. 

John  of  Kilmerfdon,  Oft.  29,  1353. 

John  Difford,  f373. 

Nicholas  de  Barnttable,  refigned  1413. 

John  Worthy,  April  21,  1414. 

John  Dyer,  Nov.  19,  1414. 

John  Corifcomb,  1420. 

Thomas  Fulford,  D.  D.  a preaching  friar,  June  i,  1425. 

Jacobus  Akadenfis  Epifcopus,  Oft.  ii,  1432. 

Henry  Abyndon,  mufician  of  the  king’s  chapel,  1478.'’  » 

Thomas  Cofyn,  B.D.  Sept,  i,  1491  and  1497. 

John  Lloyd,  April  21,  1513. 

Richard  Waldegrave,  gentleman,  a layman.  May  12,  1523. 

Wdlliam  Clarke,  a layman,  April  14,  1543. 

John  Aungel,  1566. 

James  Bond,  B.D.  Aug.  23,  1568. 

John  Bridgwater,  canon  refidentiary  of  Wells,  Nov.  23,  1570, 

Edward  Mowcroft,  1572. 

Francis  Nevil,  May  26,  1573. 

The  prior  of  Stanley  in  Wiltfhire  had  in  1444  an  ettate  in  Bedmintter  of  the  yearly 
value  of  two  marks  ten  Ihillings.  The  abbot  of  Bruerne  in  Oxfordfliire,  had  alfo  three 
marks;  and  the  abbot  of  Whitland  in  Brecknockfliire  one  mark  from  the  manor  of 
Bedminfter. 

The  revenues  of  St.  Auguftine’s-abbey  here  were  in  1293  valued  at  81.  15s." 

In  this  parifti  are  fi>i;  tithings.  East,  West,  and  North  tithings,  Knolle,  Bishop- 
worth-Arthur,  and  Bishopworth-Lions. 

» Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen.  He  prefided  here  when  William  of  Worcefter  wrote. 

' Taxat.  Temporal. 
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The  tithing  and  hamlet  of  Knolls  are  fituated  foutheaft  from  the  village  of  Bedminfter. 
In  the  time  of  King  William  the  Conqueror  the  manor  of  Knolle,  then  written  Canole^ 
was  held  by  Ofbern  GifFard  of  the  crown. 

Ofbern  holds  of  the  King,  Canole.  Alnod  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward^ 
and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  caru- 
cate,  and  five  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There  are  fixteen  acres 
of  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  two  furlongs  and  a half  long,  and 
“ half  a furlong  broad.  !t  was  formerly  worth  thirty  fhillings,  now  forty  fhillings.”* 

The  manor  of  Knolle  was  afterwards  held  of  the  Berkeleys  by  the  family  of  Gournay, 
of  whom  John  de  Gournay  26  Edw.  III.  obtained  licence  of  the  King  to  grant  a piece 
®f  land  in  Knolle,  eighteen  feet  in  length,  and  as  many  in  breadth,  dn  which  there  lay  a 
certain  fountain  called  Ravenjwell,  to  the  prior  and  brethren  of  St.  Auguftine  in  the 
eity  of  Briftol,  for  a fubterraneous  aqueduft  to  the  houfe  of  the  faid  pidor.' 

Here  formerly  was  a chapel,  long  fince  ruinated.  3 Edw.  VI.  it  was  granted  with 
all  lands  and  tithes-  to  Richard  Roberts. 

Bishopworth  lies  fouth  from  Bedminfler,  and  in  portway  from  the  city  ofWells 
-to  that  of  Briftol.  It  belonged  at  the  Conqueft  to  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances,  as  we  read 
in  the  furvey: 

Azeline  holds  of  the  Bilhop,  Biscopewrde.  Edric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide  and  a half.  The  arable  is  two  carucates,  and  with 
it  are  four  villanes,  and  four  bordars,  and  four  cottagers.  There  are  ten  acres  of 
“ meadow,  and  forty-five  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  worth  twenty  lliillings,  now  thirty 
« fhillings:”“ 

This  manor  (fometimes  written  Builhport)  was  formerly  the  property  of  a branch  of 
the  family  of  the  Arthurs,  of  Clapton  in  the  hundred  of  Portbury.  Thomas  Arthur 
w^as  lord  of  it  in  1312,  and  it  continued  in  that  family  till  the  year  1558,  when  John 
Arthur  dying  without  iflue,  it  defcended  to  Thomas  Crofs  and  Henry  Manfewer,  his 
neareft  heirs,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  12  Eliz.  by  Hugh  Smyth,  of  Long-Alliton, 
efq;  whofe  reprefentadves.  Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  and  Edward  Gore,  efq;  now 
inherit  it. 

In  this  manor  is  an  ancient  houfe  called  InyrC s-Court^  which  in  1353  belonged  to 
John  Onewyn.  Sir  John  Inyn  was  owner  thereof,  and  died  1439.  From  him  it 
defcended  to  the  Kenns  of  Kenn-Court,  and  by  the  marriage  of  Elizabeth  coheirefs  of 
Chriftopher  Kenn  with  John  the  firft  Lord  Poulett,  pafted  into  that  family,  and  is  -now 
the  property  of  the  prefent  Lord  Poulett.  In  this  houfe  are  th'efe  arms  in  painted 
glafs; — A fefle^2«r<?,  between  four  unicorns’  heads,  three  in  chief  and  one  in  bafej  im- 
paling axure  a chevron  ermine^  between  three  lions  rampant,  argent. 

Another  eftate  in  this  manor  belonged  to  St.  John’s  hofpltal  at  RedclifF-pit  in 
Briftol,  and  is  now  divided  among  feveral  freeholders.  The  Lyons  of  Whitchurch 

* Lib.  Domefday.  * Inq.  ad  quod  damnum,  26  Ed.  III.  “ Lib.  Domefday. 
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had  likewife  eftates  here,  which  now  belong  to  Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  by  piirchafe; 
and  an  eftate  alfo  here  belonged  to  St.  Catherine’s  holpital,  now  James’s  and  Hipfley’s. 

John  Arthur,  lord  of  this  manor,  built  a chapel  on  his  wafte  lands  in  this  village, 
dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  by  virtue  of  a licence  from  Gilbert  de  Dunfter, 
canon  of  Salifbury,  and  prebendary  of  Bedminller.’'  The  building  is  now  converted 
into  a dv/elling-houfe. 

The  church  of  Bedminfter  has  flouriflied  ever  fince  the  Saxon  days,  and  lias  been 
.endowed  with  large  revenues ; at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  the  then  officiating  prieft 
here  held  within  the  manor  and  pariffi  one  carucate  or  ploughland  (amounting  to  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres)  worth  twenty  fhillings,  or  three  pounds  of  our  money; 
,but  which  would  now  be  worth  three  hundred  pounds.  In  1292  the  church  of  Bed- 
.minfter  with  its  chapel,  and  the  penfion  which  it  received  from  the  vicarage,  was  rated 
at  feventy  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  eight  marks.*"  It  is  a prebend  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  Salifbury,  and  a court-baron  is  held  here  for  the  fame.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Whiffi  is  prebendary  of  Bedminfter,  and  the  prebendal  manor  is  held  for  lives  under 
him  by  the  college  of  Winchefter.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Spry  is  the  prefent  incumbent  of 
the  vicarage,  with  the  annexed  chapels  of  Abbots-Leigh,  Redcliff  and  St.  Thomas  in 
tlie  city  of  Briftol. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift,  and  hands  a little  fouthward  from  the 
village,  confiding  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile.  At  the  weft  end  is  a large  fquare 
tower,  with  open  balluftrades  at  top,  containing  a clock  and  two  bells.  On  this  tower 
once  ftood  a fteeple,  which  was  thrown  down  in  1563. 

* Per  iftud  fcrlptum  indentatum  fciant  omnes  ad  quos  prefens  fcriptura  pervenerit,  quod  ego  G.  de  Dunfterre, 
canonicus  Saram,  Sc  prebendarius  ecclefiae  de  Bedmynftre,  conceffi  libere  & quiete  parochianis  meis  de  Byfhop- 
wourth,  pro  ayfamento  illorum  & commoditate  divina  audienda,  capellam  & cantariam  in  villa  eorum  conftru- 
endam,  fuper  terrain  Robert!  Arthur,  ubi  ipii  difpofuerunt,  in  honore  apoftolorum  Petri  & Pauli  imperpewum. 
Habenda  iftis  diebus  in  ebdomoda  mifla  cum  fervicio  diei ; fcilicet  diebus  Dominicis,  diebus  Veneris  Sc  Mercurii 
per  capell^num  meum  de  Bedmynftre;  ita  videlicet,  quod  ft  aliquis  iftorum  dierum  aliquo  legitimo  impedimento 
fberit  impeditus,  diem  ilium  in  ebdomoda  proximo  fequenti  illis  fideliter  reftaurabit.  Ad  exhibicionem  autem 
capellani  qui  illic  miniftrabit,  parochiani  predidli  conceflerunt  de  terris  fuis  Deo  Sc  Eccleftae  fanfli  Johannis  de 
Bedmynftre,  videlicet;  Robertas  Arthur  illam  placeam  ubi  capella  eft  conftrudla  & edificata;  cum  illo  ferlyngo 
terre  & meffuagio  quod Ifgod  tenuit,  in  omnibus  rebus,  pratis,  & ceteris  pertinentiis  fuis;  Galfridus  de  Bello 
monte  unam  acram  in  uno  campo.  Sc  unam  acram  in  alio  campo ; Robertas  Rufy  i acram  ftngulis  annis ; Arnulfus 
del  Brock  i acram  ftngulis  annis;  Galfridus  Byfchop  i acram  ftngulis  annis;  fub  hoc  tenore,  cantariam  pre^ 
diftam  illis  conceftam,  ut  illi  qui  de  terris  fuis  predifle  ecclefte  ejus  occaftone  dederunt,  ipfi  & fui  in  perpetuum 
participium  omnis  honoris,  quern  in  illam  capellam  ficnt,  habeant.  Sc  divinorum  ibi  celebrandorum  communionem. 
Ceteri  autem  ab  illo  participio  funt  exclufi.  Sc  ad  matricem  ecclefiam,  ftcut  folebant,  revertantur.  Et  ft  contingat 
predida  cantaria  elTe  fubftrada,  omifta,  vel  deferta  per  unum  menfem  quando  abfit  exc-ufacio;  turn  liceat  dido 
Roberto  Arthur,  Sc  heredibus  fuis,  omnia  predida,  terras  & tenementa,ad  didam  cantariam  et  datam  el  con- 
celfam,  omninp  ingredi,  et  in  feodo  poflidere,  fine  aliquo  impedimento  vel  calumpnia  aliquorum  fucceflbrum 
raeorum.  Ut  vero  hec  conceflio  etimperpetuum  rata  & inconcufia  permaneat,  earn  figilli  mei  appoftcione  robo- 
ravi.  His  T.  Johanne  abbate  de  fanda  Auguftino,  Willielmo  abbate  de  Eynftiam,  A.  decano  Wellenfi,  O. 
decano  de  Ferliga,  Henrico  Lufel,  Willielmo  capellano  de  Redecliva,  Mauricio  Luvel,  Ricardo  Luvel,  S. 
perfona  de  Winfrod,  Hunfrido  capellano  de  Aftona,  Rogero  capellano  de  Leia,  Hugone  capellano,  fcriptore 
prefentis  carte.  Sc  multis  aliis.  Datum  qiftnto  die  Maij  anno  regni  regis  Henrici  quinto.”  The  feal  appendant 
to  this  deed  has  on  it  the  reprefentation  of  a perfon  praying,  and  round  it  Jefus  ejl  amor  meus. 

> Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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There  are  feveral  modern  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church.  The  only 
ancient  one  is  on  a fiat  ftone  in  the  chancel  for  the  family  of  Grinfield,  whereon  it  is 
faid  that  they  fettled  in  this  parifli  in  the  fecond  year  of  Edw.  I.  The  arms  on  the 
ftone  are  quarterly,  i.  A fword  in  pale.  2.  Two  fpurs  leathered.  3.  Two  efcallops 
in  chief.  4.  A fefs  lozengy. 

By  an  inquifition  taken  on  the  goods  of  foreigners  pofiTelTed  of  benefices  within  this 
diocefe  A.  D.  1317,  there  were  found  in  the  parfonage-houfe  of  Bedininfter,  the  fol- 
lowing goods  and  chattels,  belonging  to  Mafter  Gerald  de  Tylleto,  redtor  of  the  pre- 
bendal  church  of  Bedminfter,  viz. 

“ In  primis  30  quarters  of  wheat  at  6 8 per  quarter. 

20  quarters  of  beans  ^ 3 3 

10  quarters  of  barley  _ 4 o 
15  quarters  of  oats  2 o 

Rents  of  afilze  due  as  follow,  viz.  At  Bedminftre — William  Sprente  i8d.  Adam  dc 
Vycheler  yd.  John  le  Lorn  yd.  John  Coky  i2d.  John  Jorthelane  ^d.  Walter 
Cogel  qd.  Thomas  Doulay  ^d.  William  le  Couk  2 id.  Richard  Holloker  2od. 
Richard  Tobbe  1 2d.  Ifabell  Tony  y^d.  John  Forft  yld. ' John  Hole  Weye  i8d. 
Walter  Buryman  9s.  Richard  Calbac  9d.  Walter  Buryman  84d.  John  Bac  3s.  ^{d. 
The  mafter  of  the  houfe  of  St.  Catherine  2od.  Thomas  Lovel  of  Legh  2od. 

Redclyve — William  Wyt  Wode  2s.  Walter  Faber  2s.  George  le  Barbour  i8d. 
The  vicar  of  Redeclyve  for  his  penfion  lOos.  Item  for  ftraw  fold  los.  Of  which 
'Henry  de  Afton,  reftorof  the  church  of  Heie-rifynden,  in  the  diocefe  ofWorcefter, 
farmer  of  the  faid  church  of  Bedmynftre,  received  18I.  ys.  8d.  and  by  the  hands  of  the 
vicar  of  Redeclyve  lOOs.  for  his  penfion.’’'^ 

The  ftate  of  the  church  and  chapels  in  Bedminfter  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation 
appears 

“ 3tn  tbc  ccttpfgcatc  of  sir  Thomas  Speke,  knight.  Sir  Hugh  Pawlet,  knight. 
Sir  John  Seyntlowe,  knight.  Sir  Thomas  Dyer,  knight.  Sir  John  Rogers,  knight, 
Robert  Kelwaye,  efquire,  George  Lynde,  efquire,  William  Moryce,  efquire,  William 
Hartegyll,  efquire,  comlfTioners  affigned  by  the  letters  patents  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord 
Edward  the  Sixt  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender 
of  the  Faith,  and  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  alfo  of  Ireland,  in  earth  the  fupreme 
hedd,  bearing  date  the  xiiij''  day  of  February  in  the  fecond  yere  of  his  moft  gracyous 
reigne  to  them  directed  for  the  furvey  of  all  and  fingular  colliges,  chauntryes,  free 
Chappells,  guyids,  fraternityes,  brotherydes,  anniverl'aris  whatfoever  within  the  faid 
countie  [Of  gyven  unto  his  highnefie  by  vertue  of  an  a<5t  of  parliamefit 

made  in  the  firft  yere  of  his  Majefties  reigne  in  that  behalfe  provyded.  Amongft 
others  it  is  conteyned  as  followeth,  viz. 

* Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 
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®ecanatu0  ite  ^BeUmgster. 

Is  yerely  worth  in  lauDCfl!,  tents  and  hereditam”  in  the  tenure  of  fondry 
pfones  as  may  appere  perticulerly  more  at  large  by  the  rentall  of  the 
fame  xxjl.  xv0.  iiijO.  whereof  in  rents  rcfolute  payd  yerely  v0»  iiijtJt 
And  fo  remayneth  clere  xxjl,  x0. 

Plate  and  7 A chalice  of  filver  waying  viij  oz.  dT. 
ornaments,  j Ornaments  prayfed  at  iiij0»  vjD» 

Bell  metal  clt). 

’"William  Clerke,  gent,  (as  it  is  faid)  maifter  of  the  fame 
hofpital  by  the  kings  Ires  patents  not  yet  fliewed. 

There  be  noe  poore  people  maynteyned  or  releved 
with  thepmifes  faveing  that  the  faid  Matter  Clerke  affign- 
eth  iij  cottages  pcell  of  the  fame  hofpitall  worth  yerely 
XX  0.  not  charged  in  this  value  for  the  poore  men  to  dwell 
in,  and  other  relief  they  have  none,  but  as  God  fendeth. 

The  priett  alwayes  incumbent  before  him  was  bound 
to  fay  matte  there  thryfe  every  weke. 

No  fundacon  fliewed. 

Is  yerely  worth  in  lttnll0,  tents,  tythes,  hereditaments,  and  other  prof- 
feds  in  the  tenure  of  fondery  perfons  as  may  appere  pticulerly  more  at 
large  by  the  rentall  of  the  fame  lxvj0*  viijll» 

Plate  and  ? ^ chalice  ixoz. 

ornaments,  j 

Bell-metal  dT.  C. 


Memoran'*  J 


I Memoran'*  Bradley  Clerke  incumbent  there.  The  chapel  is 

[_  jdittant  from  the  pyflie  churche  a quarter  of  a myle. 

Cfie  Cfiao 
pell  fcituate 

Vtlltbin  i\)Z  ws  yerely  worth  in  C^pe  rent  of  the  fame  chapell  in  the  occupying  of  the 
Patil^e  ^pyflienors  there  xijD. 

Cpuccp- 
perne  tpere^ 

Cbe  Cf)a=  ( worth  in  Clie  rent  of  the  faid  chapell  with  a pece  of  groundc 

pell  Of  wherein  the  fame  chapell  is  fcituate  xxO» 

IPeteC  of  \ Plate  and  7 A chalice  of  filver  waying  xixoz.  dT, 

J Otnaments  prayfed  at  vi0f  ijtl* 

V Bell- metal  dT.  C. 
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Are  yerely  worthe  in  SDtTC  annuall  rent  to  be  levyed  and  received  of  the 
iffues  and  revenues' of  the  lands  and  tenements  of  John  Kemys  of 
KnollevijD* 

^ The  pfonage  there  is  of  the  yerely  value  of  xxviij  !♦  whereof 
\ Henry  Williams  Clerke  Ts  now  incumbent. 

Memoran'^  ^ The  vicarage  there  is  of  the  yerely  value  of  xl,  whereof 
^ Nicholas  Sampford  Clerke  is  now  incubent,  who  findatk 
j one  prieft  to  helpe  to  minifter  ther. 

^ ptakers  of  the  Lord’s  Holy  Soop  there  cccxx  pfones* 


LONG  -AS,HTON. 

This  parllb,  fo  denominated  from  its  prolixity,  adjoins  to  that  of  Bedminfter 
weftward,  and  is  three  miles  diftant  from  the  city  of  Briftol.  Its  fituation  is 
extremely  pleafant,  being  chiefly  a rich  and  wooded  vale,  having  the  lofty  ridge  of 
Dundry  on  the  fouth,  and  on  the  north  a bleak  pifturefque  range  of  hills,  which, 
beginning  at  the  disjointed  cliffs  of  St.  Vincent  on  the  eafl:,  extend  weftward  through 
the  parifhes  of  Leigh,  Wraxal,  Tickenham,  and  Clevedon,  and  as  they  pafs  are 
differently  denominated*. 

The  fiver  Avon,  over  which  is  a ferry  at  a place  called  Rownamy  feparates  this 
parifh  and  county  from  Gloucefterfhire  .and  Briftol.  A fmall  ftream,  formed  by  a 
fpring  riling  at  Dundry,  after  having  traverfed  the  vale  of  Afhton,  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Avon  hear  the  abovenamed  paffage.  Another  fpring,  having  its  fource  in  Barrow, 
compofes  a fecond  rivulet,  which  purfues  a different  courfe,  winding  through  Wraxal 
and  the  moors  towards  the  Severn  fea. 

' Againft  the  foutheaft  flope  of  Afhton-hill,  ftretching  in  a lengthwife  direilion  from 
eaft  to  weft,  lies  the  village  of  Long- Afhton,  throughout  which  and  the  whole  parifh, 
a fine  gravel  road  is  cut,  which  in  many  places  forms  a terrace,  overlooking  a moft 
pleafing  fucceffion  of  fine  meads  and  paftures,  intermingled  with  wood,  and  having  in 
view  part  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  Clifton,  Dundry,  and  the  hills  and  fcattered  villages  on 
the  other  fide  the  Avon. 

The  eaftern  point  of  Afhton-hill  overlooks  the  Avon  and  the  HotweHs,  which  lie 
below  at  an  immenfe  depth.  This  point  is  rudely  interfperfed  with  wood  and 
foreft  fhrubs,  fpringing  from  amidft  the  crags,  which  ai'e  in  fome  places  almoft,  and 
in  others  quite  perpendicular,  having  here  and  there  a cavern  hollowed  by  the  hand 
of  nature,  and  exhibiting  a very  romantick  and  magnificently  wild  appearance.  On 
the  verge  of  thefe  cliffs  are  two  very  ancient  Rojnan  encampments,  known  by  the 

names 


founuerj 
toitfim  tU 
pariflje 
cburcbe 
ttiec 
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names  of  Burwalls  and  Stokeleigh,  The  former  is  triangular,  conforming  to  the  lhape 
cf  the  cliff,  and  confifts  of  three  ramparts,  placed  on  the  hill  fide  weftward,  the  paits 
next  the  river  being  guarded  by  the  precipice.  The  inner  rampart  is  eighteen 
feet  high,  and  is  compofed  of  a ftrong  cemented  mafs  of  limeftone  rubbifh,  fo  hard  as 
fcarcely  to  be  broken  by  any  tool. 

Stokeleigh  Hands  northward  from  Burwalls,  being  divided  from  it  by  a very  deep 
narrow  dell,  clothed  on  the  north  fide  with  wood.  It  is  of  an  oval  form,  and  confifts 
of  two  ramparts,  the  inmoft  of  which  is  very  thick  and  ftrong.  They  feem  to  have 
been  thrown  up  more  with  a view  of  obfervation  than  defence,  and  to  have  ferved  as 
a fpeculum  over  the  pafs  between  the  Belgse  on  this,  and  the  Dobuni  on  the  other  fide 
the  river. 

The  parifti  of  Long- Afhton  contains  about  four  thoufand  two  hundred  acres,  and  is 
divided  into  the  tithings  of  Ashton-Dando,  Ashton-Lions,  Ashton-Philips,  and 
Ashton-Alexander.*  The  lands  are  generally  pafture  and  meadow j there  being  no 
more  than  twenty  acres  of  arable  land  in  the  whole  parifti.  The  chief  employment  of 
the  common  people  is  gardening,  and  vaft  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and 
fruits  (particularly  ftrawberries)  are  raifed  here  for  Briftol  market  and  the  Hotwells, 
which  are  alfo  fupplied  with  milk  and  butter  from  the  dairies.  In  the  valley  fouth- 
ward  from  the  village  are  feveral  coal-mines,  where  at  the  pit’s  mouth  coal  is  delivered 
at  three-pence  per  buftiel. 

In  many  of  the  gardens  Roman  coins  have  been  dug  up,  from  which  it  may  be 
concluded  that  the  Rom'ans  were  acquainted  with  this  territory^  but  we  know  not  by 
what  name  they  diftinguilhed  it.  The  Saxons  called  it  6ap:on,  on  account  of  its 
eaftern  fituation  from  Portbury,  which  was  in  their  days  the  principal  town  on  this  fide 
the  river.  It  was  written  by  the  Normans  EJiune,  and  under  that  title  it  is  lurveyed 
in  Domefday-Book,  immediately  after  the  town  of  Torberie^  or  Portbury,  above- 
mentioned.  The  whole  place  had  previoufly  to  the  Conqueft  belonged  to  three  Saxon 
thanes  j but  was  then  the  property  ofGefferey  biftiop  of  Coutancesin  Normandy. 

“ The  Biftiop  himfelf  holds  Estune.  Three  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  twenty  hides.  The  arable  is  thirty  carucates.  In  demefne 
“ are  two  carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  twelve  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  feven 
ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  forty  pence  rent,  and  twenty- five  acres  of  meadow. 
“ Pafture  one  mile  long,  and  half  a mile  broad,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  v/ood.  It 
“ was  worth  twelve  pounds,  now  ten  pounds. 

Of  the  land  of  this  manor  Roger  holds  of  the  Biftiop  feven  hides,  and  has  there  in 
“ demefne  two  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  v/ith 
five  ploughs.  There  are  eighteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  wood.  It  is 
“ worth  feven  pounds.  , 

Of  the  fame  land  of  this  manor  Wido  aprieft  holds  three  hides,  and  has  thej  e two 
carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs. 

“ It  is  worth  one  hundred  fliillings. 

“ This  parifh  finds  a conftable  for  the  Hundred  of  Hareclive  every  fourth  year. 

VoL.  II.  P p 
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To  the  church  of  this  manor  appertains  one  virgate  of  the  fame  land.”^ 

This  Gefferey,  bifhop  of  Coutances,  died  in  1093,  and  his  lands  reforting  to  the 
crown  were  differently  difpofed  of.  The  firft  perfon  that  appears  upon  record  to  have 
enjoyed  any  confiderable  poffeffions  in  this  place,  is  Adam  de  Heyron  or  Herun,  who 
lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  and  bore  on  his  feal  three  herons,  in  allufion  to  hisname.'" 
He  died  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  and  his  property  defcended 
by  his  only  daughter  and  heirefs  to  Alexander  De  Alneto,  or  De  Alno,  a name  after- 
wards ^corrupted  into  De  Auno,  Danno,  and  Dando. 

Which  Alexander  de  Alneto,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Henry  11.  upon  the  aid  levied 
for  marrying  the  king’s  daughter,  certified  that  he  held  his  lands  by  the  fervice  of  one 
knight’s  fee."*  He  was  a benefadtor  to  the  monks  of  Bath,  and  among  other  donations 
gave  to  them  the  manor  of  Gamely,  and  dying  about  the  beginning  of  ihe  reign  of 
King  John,  was  buried  near  the  weft  entrance  of  the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Bath.' 

To  this  Alexander  fucceeded  Robert,  Henry,  Fulk,  and  Geoffrey  De  Alno,  which 
laft,  43  Hen.  Ill,  held  two  carucates  of  land  in  Afhton/  and  dying  that  fame  year, 
was  fucceeded  by  , 

Alexander  De  Alneto,  or  De.  Alno,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  who  gave  to  the  hof- 
pital  of  St.  Catherine  in  the  village  of  Bedminfter,  the  Burwalls  on  Afhton-Cliff,  and 
a meffuage  in  the  hamlet  of  Boure-Afhton]  and  to  the  hofpital  of  Billefwick  ia  the 
city  of  Briftol,  a meffuage  and  lands  in  Long-Afhton,  fituated  oppofite  the  prefent 
vicarage-houfe.®  The  territory  which  this  family  poffeffed  in  Afhton,  was  ever  after 
called  by  their  name,  and  at  this  day  conftitutes  a tithing  of  the  appellation  of 
Ashton-Dando. 

But  this  branch  of  the  De  Alnos  failing  about  the  time  of  Edward  I.  another  family 
fjcceeded  to  the  eftat^es,  of  the  name  of  Lions,  or  De  Lionsi  defcended  from  a houfe 
which  originated  from  Lyons,  the  capital  of  Lyonnois,  a province  in  France,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  into  England  fbon  after  the  Norman  Conqueft, 

Of  this  family  was  Nicholas  de  Lions,  who  in  1252  held  the  office  of  reeve  of  the 
city  of  Briftol.'’ 

His  eldeft  fon^s  name  was  William,  who  improved  the  patrirhonial  eftates  by  pur- 
chafe  from  Agnes  the  widow  of  Alexander  de  Alno,  and  William  de  Affiton;  infomuch 
that  at  his  death  5 Edw.  11.  he  held  in  this  pariffi  a capital  meffuage,  (the  fame  in  all 
probability  which  is  ftill  partly  Handing)  a hundred  and  forty-feven  acres  of  arable  land, 
forty-four  acres  of  meadow,  and  leparate  parcels  of  pafture,  with  a wihdmill,  two  fulling- 
mills,  and  divers  other  poffelfions.'  By  Maud  his  wife  he  left  iffue  three  fons,  Adam, 
Thomas,  and  Edmund. 

Adam  de  Lions,  the  eldeft  Ton,  was  born  in  the  year  1287,  and  fucceeded  to  this 
eftatCi  but  lived  only  one  year  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and 

* Lib.  Domefday.  ' Seals  from  ancient  deeds.  “ Lib.  Nig..Scac.  i.  96.  ' Lib.  Rub.  Bathon.  MS. 

^ Efc.  * .Cart.antiq.  •“  Notes  by  Savage  MS.  ‘ Etc. 
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Thomas  the  fecond  fon  of  William,  and  brother  of  Adam,  inherited  this  manor,  and 
paid  thirty- three  Ihillings  and  four-pence  for  his  relief  This  Thomas,  dying  alfo 
without  iffue  in  the  year  1328,  was  fucceeded  by  his  only  furviving  brother 

Edmund  de  Lions,  born  in  1 303,  32  Edw.  1.  This  Edmund,  the  year  after  his  coming 
to  the  eftate,  made  a grant  of  Stokeleigh,  parcel  thereof,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Auguftine 
in  Briftol.''  Befides  his  hereditary  poffefiions,  he  had  lands  in  the  hamlet  of  Ken  cot  in 
this  parifh,  granted  him  by  Gefferey  de  Alta  Villa,  or  Hautville,  which  before  had 
belonged  to  Thomas  de  Gatcomhe}  17  Edw.  III.  he  held  the  parfonage  of  Afliton  by 
leafe  from  John  de  Irford,  prior  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Peter  at  Bath,"'  and  died  40 
Edw.  III.  leaving  iffue  two  fons,  William  and  Thomas. 

William  de  Lions,  the  eldeft  Ion  and  heir  of  Edmund,  dying  without  iffue  in  1370, 
was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Thomas,  who  15  Ric.  II.  obtained  a charter  of  free 
warren,  and  liberty  to  inclofe  and  make  a park  in  his  manor  of  I^ong-Afhton,"  which 
from  this  family  henceforward  affumed  the  name  of  Ashton-Lions,  and  ftill  denomi- 
nates a tithing  in  this  parifh.  His  wife’s  name  was  Margaret,  but  he  left  no  iffue, 
and  all  his  eftates  defcended  to  Alianore  Hulle  his  coufm  and  next  heir. 

Which  Alianore  Hulle,  who  poffeffed  confiderable  eftates  in  the  lower  parts  of  this 
county„being  a great  heirefs,  by  deed  bearing  date  A.  D.  1454,  conveyed  all  her  right 
in  Long-Afhton  to  Richard  Choke  ofStanton-Drew,  efq;-afterwards  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  England,  a perfon  of  very  great  eminence  in  the  days  wherein  he  lived.  He  kept 
his  chief  houfe  here,  having  (in  Leland’s  words)  great  furniture  of  filver;®  and  dying 
feized  of  this  manor  A.  D.  i486,  was  buried  in  the  parifh  church  of  Long-Afhton,  in 
which  he  had  founded  a chantry,  and  endowed  the  fame  with  lands  in  Long-Afhton, 
K'eynfham,  Inglifhcombe,  and  Wookey,  for  the  fupport  of  fix  priefts  to  attend  his 

Cart.  Antiq.  ' Ibid.  Ex.  Autog. 

“ “ Rex  Archlepifcopis,  Epifcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Jufticiarik,  Vlce- 
comitibus,  Prepofitis,  Miniftris,  et  omnibus  Ballivis,  et  Fidelibus  fuis  falutem.  Sciatis  nos  de  gratia  noilra 
fpeciali  conceffilTe  et  hac  carta  noftra  confirmaffe  dilefto  armigero  noftro  Thomse  Lyons,  quod  ipfe  et  hsredes  fui 
imperpetuum  habeant  liberam  warennam  in  omnibus  terris  fuis  quas  tenet  de  nobis  in  manerio  de  Aftiton-Lyons 
juxta  Briftolliam,  dum  tameri  terrae  illae  non  fint  infra  metas  Foreftas  noftrae.  Ita  quod  nullus  intret  terras  illas  ad 
fugandum  in  eis ; vel  adaliquid  capieridum,  quod  ad  warennam  pertineat,  fine  licentia  et  voluntate  ipfius  Thomas, 
vel  haeredum  fuorum,  fub  forisfaftura  noftra  decern  librarum.  Quare  volumus,  et  firmiter  praecipimus,  pro 
nobis  et  heredibus  noftris,  quod  prediftus  Thomas,  et  heredes  fui,  imperpetuum  habeant  liberam  warennam  in 
omnibus  terris  fuis  prediftis ; dum  tamen  terrae  illas  non  fint  infra  metas  Foreft^  nollrae.  Ita  quod  nullus  intret 
terras  illas,  ad  fugandum  in  eis,  vel  ad  aliqutd  capiendum,  quod  ad  warennam  pertineat,  fine  licentia  et  voluntate 
ipfius  Thomas,  vel  heredum  fuorum,  fub  forisfaftura  noftra  decern  librarum,  licut  predidlum  eft.  Conceffimus 
infuper,  et  licentiam  dedimus,.pro  nobis  et  heredibus  noftris,  quantum  in  nobis-eft,  prefato  Thomas,  quod  ipfe 
prediftas  terras  cum  foffatis  et  haijs  includere,  et  parcum  inde  facere,  et  eafdem  terras,  cum  foffatis  et  haijs  fic 
inclufas,  et  parcum  inde  fadtum,  habere  et  tenere  pofTit,  fibi  et  hasredibus  fuis  imperpetuum,  abfque  impetitione 
noftri,  vel  heredum  noftrorum,  feu  miniftrorum  noftrorum  quorumcunque.  Hijs  teflibus,  venerabilibus  patribus, 
W.  Archiepifcopo  Cantuar.  totius  Anglias  Primate;  Th.  Archiepifcopo  Ebor,  Anglias  Primate,  Cancellario 
noftro;  R.  London,  W.  Wynton,  T.  Sarum,  Thefaurario  noftro,  Epiftiopis ; Johanne  Aquitann.  et  Lancaftr. 
Edmundo  Ebor.  et  Thoma  Glouceftr.  Ducibus,  Avunculis  noftris  cariffimis,  Edwardo  Rotell,  Rico  Arundel], 
Thoma  Warr,  Henr.  Northumbr.  comitibus ; Thoma  de  Peycy,  fenefcallo  hofpitij  noftri;  Magiftro  Edmundo 
de  Stafford,  cuftode  privati  figilli  noftri;  et  alijs.  Dat.  per  nianum  noftram  apud  Weftm.  xx’  die  Aprilis.” 
Cart.  15  Ric.  II.  n.  21. 

° Itin,  vii,  84, 
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obit.'*  He  was  twice  married;  his  firfl:  wife  was  Joan  the  daughter  of  William  Pavey, 
of  the  city  of  Briftol,  efq;  by  whom  he  had  three  fons,  John,  who  fucceeded  him; 
Richard,  fettled  in  Berkflhre;  and  William,  who  was  a prieft  and  prebendary  of  Bed- 
minfter;  as  alfo  two  daughters,  Joan,  and  Elizabeth.  His  fecond  wife  was  Margaret 
Morres,  who  furvived  him,  and  was  living  in  1478. 

John  Choke,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard,  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Wroughton,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children,  and  dying  in  1491,  was  fuc- 
ceeded by 

Sir  John  Choke,  knt.  his  fon  and  heir.  This  Sir  John,  in  the  year  1495,  gave  the 
houfe  called  the  Church-houje^  fituated  near  the  church-crofs  in  the  village  of  Long- 
Alliton,  and  lands,  to  feoffees  in  truft  for  the  parifh,  on  condition  that  on  Sunday  for 
= ever  prayer  fhould  be  offered  up  from  the  pulpit  of  Ajhton  church,  for  the  fouls  of  himfelf 
and  his  anceftors  deceafed.'  In  1506,  21  Henry  VII.  he  fold  the  manor  of  Long- 
Afhton,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  chantry,  to  Sir  Giles  Daubney,  knt.  lord  Daubney, 
•the  King’s  chamberlain;  whofe  fon  Henry  Daubney  earl  of  Bridgwater,  in  the  year 
1541,  32  Henry  VIII.  conveyed  the  fame  to  Sir  Thomas  Arundel,  knt.  by  whom,  in 
1545,  both  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  the  chantry  of  Long- Afhton  were  finally  fold 
to  John  Smyth,  efq. 

The  family  of  Smyth  was  for  many  generations  feated  at  Aylburton,  near  Lidney, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucefler.  John  Smyth  was  living  there  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  was  father  of  Robert  Smyth  of  the  fame  place,  who  had 
a fon  named  John,  living  alfo  at  Aylburton  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  reign,  viz. 
27  Henry  VI.  1449. 

Which  John  was  father  of  Matthew  Smyth,  who  married  Alice  daughter  of  Charles 
Havard,  of  Herefordfhire,  efq;  and  died  in  1526,  leaving  iffue  one  fon  John,  the  pur- 
chafer  of  Long- Afhton,  and  a daughter  married  to  Thomas  Phelips,  of  Montacute 
in  this  county,  efq. 

After  the  faid  purchafe  of  this  manor,  John  Smyth  feated  himfelf  principally  at 
Long-Afhton.  In  1532  he  was  fheriff  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  and  mayor  thereof  in 
1547,  and  again  in  1554.  He  married  Joan  the  daughter  of  John  Parr,  efq;  and 
both  lie  buried  in  the  north  aile  of  St.  Werburgh’s  church  in  Briftol.  They  left  iffue 
two  fons,  Hugh,  and  Matthew. 

Hugh  Smyth,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  born  A.  D.  1530.  He  married  Maud,  daughter 
and  coheir  6f  Hugh  Biccombe,  of  Crowcombe  in  this  county,  efq;  and  dying  in  1580, 
was  buried  at  Long- Alh ton.  They  had  iffue  one  only  daughter  and  heir,  married  to 

This  chantry,  (of  which  the  laft  incumbent  was  Henry  Rowe,  who  in  1553  had  a penfion  of  61.)  and 
lands  belonging  thereto,  were,  after  the  dilTolution  i8  April,  3 Edw.  VI.  granted  to  John  Smyth,  efq;  together 
with  fundty  lands  in  Huntfpill,  Stone-Eafton,  and  Alhton,  formerly  given  by  Nicholas  and  Henry  Choke, 
younger  brothers  of  Sir  John  Choke,  and  grandfons  of  the  Judge,  for  the  fupport  of  a chaplain  to  celebrate  mafs 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  called  Meriet  chapel  in  Long-Alhton. 

' This  houfe  is  now  a publick-houfe,  the  fign  of  the  Angel,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fireet. 

' From  original  papers  in  the  poffefiion  of  Sir  J.  H.  Smyth,  bart. 
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Edward  Morgan,  efqj  Ton  of  Sir  William  Morgan,  of  Lanternam  in  the  county  of 
Monmouth,  knt, 

Matthew  Smyth,  the  fecond  fon  of  John,  and  heir  male  to  his  brother  Hugh,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  eftates.  He  married  J ane,  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas 
Tewther,  of  Ludlow  in  Shropfhirc,  and  relid  of  Bartholomew  Skerne,  of  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  by  whom  he  was  father  of  a fon,  Hugh,  and  a daughter,  Anne,  married  to 
George  Rodney,  efq;  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Maurice  Rodney,  knt.  He  died  in  1583, 
and  was  buried  with  his  lady  at  Long-Afhton. 

Hugh  Smyth,  their  only  fon,  was  a knight,  and  married  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  Gorges,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  iftue  one  fon,  Thomas  j and  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary,  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas. Smith,  of  Hough  in  the  county  of  Chefter,  knt. 
and  Helena,  the  wife  of  Sir  Francis  Rogers,  of  Cannington  In  this  county,  knt.j  Sir 
Hugh  Smyth  died  1 5 April  1627,  and  was  buried  at  Long-Afliton.  His  widow  was 
married  to  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges,  knt. 

Thomas  Smyth,  eldeft  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  was  eledled  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  in  pariiamerit  for  the  town  of  Biidgvfater,  Feb.  28,  1627.  He  was  alfo 
chofen  one  of  the  knights  6f  the  fhire  for  this  county,  with  Sir  Ralph  Hopton,  March 
30,  1640;  and  Feb.  8,  1640-1,  was  re-eleded  for  Bridgwater  in  the  room  of  Edward 
Wyndham,  efq.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he  engaged  himfelf  in  the 
Royal  caufe,  and  was  at  Sherborne  with  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  and  with  him 
retreated  into  Wales,  where  he  was  taken  ill,  and  died  at  Cardiff  in  that  principality  in 
1642.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  church  of  Lcng-Alhton.  By  Florence  his 
wife,  daughter  of  John  lord  Poulett,  he  had  iffue  one  fon,  Hugh,  and  four  daughters, 
Florence,  Mary,  Helena,  and  Anne.  His  widow  furviving  him,  was  married  fe- 
condly  to  Thomas  Pigott,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  efqj  the  purchafer  of  the  manor 
of  Brockley. 

Hugh  Smyth,  fon  and  heir  of  Thom.as,  was  in  1660  created  a knight  of  the  Bath, 
and  the  fame  year  eledled  knight  of  the  {hire  for  this  county  with  George  Horner,  efq. 
In  the  following  year  he  was  made  a baronet  of  England,  and  again,  in  1678,  was 
defied  knight  of  the  Ihire  for  Somerfet.  He  married  Anne  fecond  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  John  Afhburnham,  of  Afhburnham  in  the  county  of  Suffex,  groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  King  Charles  I.  and  II.  by  whom  he  had  three  fons.  Sir  John  Smyth,  bart. 
Hugh,  and  Charles,  (of  whom  the  two  laft  died  unmarried)  and  alfo  three  daughters, 
vfz.  Elizabeth,  Florence,  and  Anne.  Sir  Hugh  Smyth  died  in  1680,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by 

Sir  John  Smyth,  his  eldeft  fon,  who  was  defied  knight  of  the  fhire  in  the  firft  par- 
liament of  James  II.  and  again  in  1695.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Sir  Samuel  Aftry,  ofHenbury  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  knt.  by  whom  he 
had  iffue  three  fons.  Sir  Johnj  Hugh,  who  died  unmarried,  and  was  buried  at  Long- 
Afhton  ; and  Samuel,  who  died  and  was  buried  at  T aunton ; he  had  alfo  five  daughters, 
the  eldeft  of  whom,  Anne,  died  in  1760  unmarried.  Elizabeth,  the  fecond,  died 
unmarried  alfo.  Aftrea,  the  third  daughter,  married  Thomas  Cofter,  efq^  member  of 
parliament  for  the  city  of  Briftol;  but  died  without  iffue,  Florence,  the  fourth 

daughter. 
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daughter,  was  married  firft  in  1727  to  John  Pigott,  of  Brockley,  efq;  and  fecondly,  in 
1731-2,  to  Jarrit  Smyth,  efq;  (only  fbn  of  John  Smyth,  of  Briftol,  efq;)  who  was 
eledted  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Briftol  in  1756,  and 
again  in  1761 ; and  was  Jan.  27,  1763,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a baronet  of  Great- 
Britain.  Arabella,  the  fifth  and  youngeft  daughter  of  Sir  John  Smyth,  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  married  Edward  Gore,  of  Flax-Bourton  in  this  county,  efq;  by  whom  fhe  had 
iflue  two  fons,  John  Gore,  now  of  Barrow-court,  efq;  and  Edward  Gore,  now  of 
Kiddington  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  efq. 

Sir  John  Smyth,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  John  Smyth  abovementioned,  inherited  the  family 
eftates,  and  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Mr.  Pym  of  Oxford;  but  leaving  no  iffue  at 
his  death  in  1741,  the  title  became  extind;  and  this  manor,  with  the  other  patrimo- 
nial inheritance,  defcended  to  his  three  furviving  fillers,  Anne,  Florence,  and  Arabella. 
Anne  the  eldeft,  dying  unmarried,  left  her  portion  thereof  to  Edward,  fon  of  Edward 
Gore,  of  Flax-Bourton  abovementioned.  The  fecond  fhare  became  the  property  of 
Sir  Jarrit  Smyth,  bart.  in  right  of  his  wife  Florence,  the  fecond  furviving  filler  and 
coheir  of  Sir  John.  And  the  third  lhare,  being  poflefted  by  Edward  Gore,  efq;  the 
hufband  of  Arabella  the  other  filler  and  coheir,  defcended  to  John  Gore,  of  Barrow- 
Court,  efq;  who  fold  his  third  lhare  in  the  feveral  manors  and  in  the  hundred  of 
Hareclive  and  Bedminfter  to  Sir  Jarrit  Smyth,  bart.  Sir  Jarrit  died  Jan.  18,  1783, 
at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  leaving  iftlie  by  Florence  his  wife,  two  fons.  Sir  John  Hugh 
Smyth,  the  prefent  baronet,  and  Thomas  Smyth,  now  of  Stapleton,  efq.  On  his  death 
Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth  became  poflefted  of  two-thirds  of  the  manors,  and  the  other 
is  now  veiled  in  Edward  Gore,  of  Kiddington,  efq. 

Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  married  in  1757  Elizabeth  only  daughter  and  heir  of 
Henry  Woolnough,  of  Pucklechurch  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  efq. 

Thomas  Smyth,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Jarrit,  married,  in  1767,  Jane  only  daughter  of 
Jofeph  Whitchurch,  of  Stapleton  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  efq;  by  whom  he  has 
iflue  two  fons,  Hugh,  born  July  4,  1772;  and  John,  born  Feb.  9,  1776;  as  alfo  two 
daughters,  Florence,  and  Mary. 

The  family  arms  are.  Gules-,  on  a chevron  between  three  cinquefoils  argent,  as  many 
leopards’  faces  Jalle.  Crell,  upon  a wreath,  a griffin’s  head  erafed  gules,  charged  on  the 
neck  with  a bar  gemel,  beaked  and  eared  or.  This  crell  was  granted  36  Hen.  VIII. 

The  manfion-houfe,  called  AJhton-Court,  is  a noble  old  ftrudlure,  partly  erefled  by 
the  family  of  Lions,  who  inhabited  it,  and  whofe  arms  and  devices  Hill  remain  therein. 
It  is  fituated  on  the  foutheaft  flope  of  Alhton-Down,  and  commands  a very  pleafing 
profpedl.  The  front  of  the  houfe  was  built  in  1634  by  Inigo  Jones,  who  intended  to 
have  modernifed  the  ancient  edifice,  and  to  have  made  it  a regular  pile  of  building. 
This  front  is  in  length  one  hundred  and  forty-three  feet,  and  confifts  below  of  three 
rooms ; the  weftern  one  of  which  is  a fine  apartment,  ninety-three  feet  long,  and  twenty 
feet  wide,  and  contains  feveral  family  and  other  portraits.  The  back  part  of  the  houfe 
is  very  ancient,  and  the  court  leading  to  the  park  weftward  is  called  the  Caftle-Couft, 
Tom  its  having  been  embattled,  and  Hill  retaining  an  old  gate-way,  fimilar  to  thofe 
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^opted  in  baronial  manfions ; the  fecond  court  contains  fome  of  the  offices,  and  its 
entrance  from  without. is  under  alow  door-way  between  two  lofty  turrets,  one  of 
which  contains  a bell  and  clock.  The  ftables  and  correfpondent  offices  in  the  front 
court  are  of  ancient  date,  and  the  whole  conftitutes  a very  venerable  and  pifturefque 
building.  Adjoining  to  the  houfe  is  a park  well  flocked  with  deer. 

We  now  proceed  to  an  account  of  the  other  manors  in  Long-Affiton,  ,and  their 
different  poffeffors. 

Within  the  precinds  of  the  great  park  flood  an  ancient  manfion,  now  entirely  demo- 
lifhedj  the  refidence  of  a family  of  the  name  of  Theyne,  lords  of  a diftinft  manor, 
denominated  after  its  poffeffors  the  manor  of  Ashton-Theynes. 

In  the  court  of  the  Saxon  kings  were  kept  a certain  fort  of  fuperior  attendants  or 
officers,  called  Thanes,  from  the  word  Dejnian,  fignifying  fervice,  whofe  bufmefs  it 
was  to  wait  on  the  king’s  perfon,  and  condufl  fuch  matters  of  Hate  as  more  imme- 
diately concerned  the  houfhold  of  the  palace.  A progenitor  of  the  family  in  queflion 
was  a perfon  of  this  defeription,  and  in  all  probability  one  of  thofe  three  thanes  who 
jointly  held  this  manor  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Confefforj  and  being  of  fome- 
what  greater  confequence  than  the  others,  or  arrogating  to  himfelf  fome  fuperior 
authority,  he  acquired  the  title  of  le  T’heyne,  or  the  Thane,  which  title  his  poflerity 
retained  till  late  in  the  thirteenth  century. 

In  the  time  of  Henry  I.  Girard  le  Theyne  was  living  at  Littleton  in  Wiltfhire,  in 
which  village  he  held  lands  of  Peter  Fitz-Albert.' 

To  him  fucceeded  Ofbert  le  Theyne,  who  feems  to  have  been  of  this  county,  being 
found  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen  were  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  the  city  of  Briftol. 

After  him  we  find  Matthew,  Roger,  and  William  le  Theyne,  fucceffive  poffeffors 
of  a fmall  manor  in  Long-Affiton,  on  the  demefnes  of  which  they  had  their  refidence. 
William  le  Theyne  was  living  here  in  1312^  and  was  father  of  Henry  le  Theyne,  who 
was  lord  of  Affiton-Theynes  in  the  year  1329,  and  whofe  widow  Edith  held  it  for  her 
life.  Its  next  poffeffor  was  Richard  le  Theyne,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Third.  Leaving  no  iffue  male,  his  eflates  defeended  to  John  Power,  a perfon  of  no 
great  account,  who  was  living  in  1385.  ^ 

The  next  poffeffor  of  this  manor  that  we  meet  with,  is  Sir  John  Inyn,  knt.  who 
refided  at  Biffiopworth  in  Bedminfter.  This  Sir  John  Inyn  was  recorder  of  Briftol, 
and  afterwards  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer.  He  died  March  4,  1439,  Laving  iftue 
by  Alice  his  wife,  William  his  fon  and  heir,  who  at  his  death  left  one  only  daughter 
and  heir,  firft  married  to  Robert  Bowring,  and  fecondly  to  John  Kekewich,  efq.  But 
dying  without  iffue  May  20,  1529,  John  Kenn,  grandfon  of  Ifabel,  the  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Inyn  by  John  Kenn,  efq;  became  her  heir.  To  this  John,  who  was  living 
in  1545,  fucceeded  Chriftopher  Kenn,  his  fon  and  heir,  who,  in  1584,  fold  all  the 
manor  of  Affiton-Theynes,  except  the  capital  meffuage  and  the  demefftes  (which  had 
fome  little  time  before  been  conveyed  to  Jane  widow  of  Matthew  Smyth,  efq;)  to 
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William  Clerk,  of  Minchin-Barrow,  whofe  fon  Chriftopher  Clerk  fold  the  fame  to 
Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt.  in  the  year  1603.  Since  which  it  has  been  blended  with  the 
capital  manor  of  Afliton-Lions, 

William  de  Wyttington  was  owner  of  an  eftate  within  this  manor  in  1310.  In 
which  name  and  family  it  continued  till  fo  late  as  the  year  1653,  when  it  was  fold  to 
John  Tovey,  the  coheirefles  of  which  family  were  married  to  Obadiah  Webb,  efq;  and 
Mr.  Richardfon,  whofe  refpedtive  defcendants  now  poffefs  it. 

-Rownam-Ferry  is  within  this  manor  of  Afliton-Theynes.  Here  was  formerly  an 
hermitage  and  a chapel  j the  latter  flood  on  the  river  fide,  near  the  fcite  of  the  ruinated' 
fmelting-houfes,  northward  of  the  palTage-houfe. 


Another  manor  and  tithing  within  the  parifh  of  Long-Afliton,  is  called  Ash/ton- 
Philips.  Its  moil  ancient  pofleflbrs  were  a family  of  very  great  account,  who 
derived  their  names  from  the  village  of  Alhton,  being  called  Afton,  de  Alton,  de 
Aefton,  Ayllon,  and  de  Alhton.  Sir  John  de  Afton,  a famous  knight  in  the  time  of 
Henry  III.  was  owner  hereof,  and  w^as  refident  here  A.  D.  1230.  To  him  fucceeded 
Sir  Adam  de  Afton,  who  was  living  in  1259.  His  fon’s  name  was  John,  who  was 
alfo  a knight,  and  is  ftiled  in  old  writings  Sir  John  de  Aefton.  This  Sir  John  was 
the  founder  of  the  old  manfion-houfe  of  Afhton-Philips,  as  appears  by  a paflage  in  the 
regifters  of  Wells,  in  domicilio  quod  ipfe  conjlruxerat.''  This  building  was  finilhed  before 
tlie  year  1265,  at  which  time  he  had  a difpute  with  the  reflor  of  Afhton,  concerning 
a chantry  which  he  had  founded  in  the  chapel  of  his  manor-houfe  here  without  due 
licence."  His  fucceflbrs  were  John  de  Alhton,  lord  of  this  manor  in  1290;  William 
de  Alhton  in  1308,  and  Sir  Robert  de  Alhton,  knt.  who  died  in  1384.  This  Sir 
Robert  was  the  laft  of  his  name  that  poflefled  this  manor;  for  after  his  death  it  was 
held  in  moieties,  one  of  which  became  veiled  in  a perfon  of  the  name  of  John  Teyfant, 
whofe  fon  John  fold  it  to  Robert  Poyntz,  of  Iron-A6lon  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter, 
6 Henry  V.  1419.  Two  years  after  which,  viz.  1421,  the  faid  Robert  Poyntz  fold 
the  fame  to  Roger  Lyveden  ofBriftol,  whofe  widow  Ifabella  had  it  in  jointure  in  1450. 
After  her  death  Thomas  the  fon  of  John  Wythiford,  and  grandfon  of  Roger  Lyveden 
abovementioned,  inherited  this  manor,  and  fold  it  about  the  year  1490  to  Richard 
A’Merryck. 

The  other  moiety  of  this  manor,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  de  Alhton,  was  pof- 
felfed  19  Ric.  II.  by  Margaret  Wefton.  Richard  Wefton  her  fon  enjoyed  it  in  1422, 
and  about  1425  fold  it  to  Roger  Lyveden,  the  owner  of  the  other  moiety. 

After  which  this  fecond  moiety  of  the  manor  became  alfo  divided  by  the  marriage  of 
Lyveden’s  two  daughters,  ooheirefies,  one  of  whom,  Jane,  was  married  to  Richard 
Wym.bufh.  Which  Richard  had  a fon  named  William,  living  about  the  year  1450. 
He  died  without  ilTue  male,  and  his  eftates  came  to  Ifabella  his-  foie  daughter  and 
heirefs,  the^wife  of  Richard  Seymour,  of  Oxfordlhire,  efq;  who  polfelTed  this  manor 
in  her  right,  and  was  living  in  1470.  Humphrey  Seymour,  his  fon,  fucceeded  him  in 
1490,  and  in  1503  fold  it  to  Richard  A’Merryck. 
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The  other  half  of  the  fecond  moiety  of  this  manor,  pafifed  by  Agnes,  the  other 
daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Roger  Lyveden,  by  marriage  to  John  Wythiford,  from  whom 
it  defcended  to  Thomas  his  fon,  and  was  by  him  in  1491  fold  to  Richard  A’Merryck, 
who  thus  became  feized  of  the  entire  manor. 

Jane,  foie  daughter  and  heirefs  of  this  Richard  A’Merryck,  was  married  to  John 
Brook,  ferjeant  at  law,  in  1494.  He  died  in  1522,  leaving  iflue  two  fons,  Thomas  and 
David.  Thomas  fucceeded  to  the  manor  of  Afhton-Philips,  and  was  living  in  1524. 
Hugh  Brook  his  fon  and  heir  was  refident  here,  and,  dying  in  1586,  was  buried  in  the 
parifh  church  of  Aihton.  He  left  four  daughters  his  coheirefles,  viz.  Elizabeth,  F ranees, 
Sufan,  and  Alice, 

Elizabeth,  the  eldeft  daughter,  was  married  to  Giles  Walwyn,  of  Herefordfhire,  elq; 
who  in  1593  fold  that  part  of  the  manor  which  had  fallen  to  his  fliare  in  right  of  his 
faid  wife,  to  Jane  Smyth,  widow  of  Matthew  Smyth,  of  Long- Alhton,  efq., 

Frances,  the  fecond  daughter,  was  the  wife  of  William  Clarke,  of  Minchin-B arrow, 
efqj  whofe  fon  Chriftopher  Clarke,  in  1603,  fold  his  portion  to  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt. 

Sufan,  the  third  daughter,  was  wife  to  Hugh  Halfwell,  efqj  by  whom  Ihe  had  a fon 
named  Thomas,  who  inherited  this  portion  of  the  manor,  and  in  the  year  1600  con- 
veyed the  fame  to  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt. 

Alice,  the  fourth  daughter  and  coheirefs,  was  married  to  Thomas  Vatchell,  of  Can- 
nington,  efq;  and  they  in  1593  fold  this  laft  remaining  portion  of  the  manor  to  Jane 
the  widow  of  Matthew  Smyth,  efq.  By  which  feveral  dilpofals  the  whole  property  of 
the  manor,  centring  in  the  family  of  Smyth,  has  defcended  like  the  other  eftates 
in  Alhton. 

The  manor-houle  of  Afliton-Philips  (called  Lower-Court ) is  fitqated  in  the  valley 
fouthweft  from  the  village.  It  was  formerly  a very  large  and  grand  ftrudlure  for  the 
times  in  which  it  was  erefted.  But  little  now  remains  except  an  eaft  wing  of  the 
dwelling-apartments,  in  which  is  a large  room  wainfeoted,  and  the  edges  of  the  pannels 
gilt.  At  the  fouth  end  of  this  building  ftands  the  chapel,  which  is  entire,  being  twenty- 
two  feet  in  length,  and  ten  in  breadth.  The  altar  is  of  ftone,  and  ftill  remains  in  its 
priftine  Rate.  The  pulpit  flood  on  the  left  fide  of  it,  and  in  the  fouth  wall  is  a niche 
or  receptacle  for  holy  water.  A fmall  bell  till  of  late  years  hung  in  an  arcade  over 
the  entrance. 

The  family  of  de  Afhton,  who  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent  ^ two  bars  fable  ^ over  all  a 
bend  gules^  were  lords  alfo  of  another  manor  in  Afhton,  called,  after  its  fubfequent 
owners,  the  manor  of  AJbton-Mertet^  by  which  appellation  it  is  diflinguifhed  to  this  day. 
William  de  Afhton,  fon  of  John  de  A Alton,  lord  of  this  manor,  and  that  of  Eafl- 
Copeland  in  this  county,  granted  all  this  his  faid  manor  to  Sir  John  Meriet,  knt.  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  the  heirs  of  the  faid  John.  Shortly  after' this  grant,  viz. 
13  Edw.  II.  Sir  John  Meriet  procured  from  the  King  a charter  of  free  warren  in  all 
his  demefne  lands  in  the  manor  of  Afhton,  and  in  the  manors  of-Iieftercombe,  Leigh- 
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Vlory,  Eaft-Copeiand,  and  Combe-Flory,  in  this  county.*  He  left  two  fons,  John  and 
Simon.  John  the  eldeft,  after  the  death  of  Elizabeth  his  mother,  fucceeded  to  the 
manor,  and  fold  it  to  Walter  de  Meriet,  clerk,  his  uncle,  who  dying  v/ithout  ilTue,  it 
defeended  to  Simon,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  John  Meriet,  his  nephew  and  heir,  who  was 
living  in  1347.  In  the  year  1375,  the  truftees  of  this  Simon  de  Meriet  obtained  of 
Thonyas  de  Berkeley,  lord  of  the  hundred  of  Hareclive,  a licence  to  grant  this  manor  to 
the  priory  of  St.  Peter  at  Bath/  The  prior  and  Convent  of  that  monaftery  had  long 
before  been  in  pofleflion  of  the  manor  of  the  parfonage  of  Alhton,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  vicarage,  the  former  being  held  of  them  by  the  families  of  Lyons  and 
Choke.  In  1344  Edmund  de  Lyons  was  the  lefiee  thereof  under  the  faid  prior  and 
convent.  Sir  Richard  Choke,  knt.  Dame  Margaret  his  wife,  and  William  Choke,' 
clerk,  held  the  fame  and  the  manor  of  Alhton-Mei  iet  by  leafe  dated  July  2,  1478,  for 
fixty  years.  Sir  Richard  Choke’s  leafe  was  furrendered,  and  another  leafe  granted  20 
March,  6 Henry  VIII.  of  the  fame  manor  and  parfonage,  with  rents,  mortuaries, 
tithes  of  corn,  hay,  and  wool,  to  Nicholas  Choke,  Maud  his  wife,  George  their  fon, 
and  John  Chapman,  clerk,  for  lixty-one  years;  the  faid  prior  and  convent  referving  to 
themfelves  the  ufe  of  the  hall,  chamber,  kitchen,  and  liable,  for  their  convenience  at 
the  feafon  of  holding  their  courts  here.  Maud  Choke  and  John  Chapman  furvived  the 
other  lelTees,  and  9 Henry  VIII.  afligned  the  remainder  of  the  faid  term  to  Marmaduke 
Mauncel,  brother  of  the  faid  Maud,  in  trull  for  her  ufe  for  life,  and  after  her  deceafe 
for  the  ufe  of  her  nephew  Alexander  Mauncel  during  the  remainder  of  the  faid  term; 
on  condition  that  he  Ihould  every  year,  during  the  faid  limitation,  hold  a dirge  to  be 
fung  by  note,  and  one  mafs  of  requiem  to  be  alfo  lung  by  note,  in  the  parilh  church  of 
Long- Alhton,  on  the  vigil  of  St.  Laurence,  for  the  fouls  of  the  faid  Maud,  Nicholas  her 
hufband,  George  their  fon,  and  for  the  fouls  of  her  father  and  mother,  and  for  all  Chrillian 
fouls.  He  was  appointed  to  allow  the  prieft,  clerks,  and  other  minillers  of  the  faid 
fervice,  ten  Ihillings,  and  a fimilar  fum  to  fuch  poor  people  as  Ihould  alTcmble  at  the 
faid  celebration.*  In  1293,  the  temporalities  of  the  Bifhop  of  Bath,  in  Alhton,  were 
valued  at  twenty  pounds.*  By  the  dilTolution  of  that  priory  the  manor  of  Alhton- 
Meriet,  with  the  redlorial  manor,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  became  veiled  in 
the  crown,  and  King  Henry  VIII.  by  letters  patent  bearing  date  21  June,  the  38th 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  faid  premifes  to  John  Smyth,  efq;  and  his  heirs.- 

Within  the  manor  of  Alhton-Meriet,  Hood  a chapel,  at  a fmall  dillance  from  the 
northeall  corner  of  the  church-yard,  in  a field  Hill  bearing  the  nam^e  of  Meriet' s.  It 
was  for  fome  time  let  as  a cottage;  but  taken  down  in  the  year  1774,  and  nothing  of 

* Rex  Archiepifeopis,  &c.  falutem.  Sciatis  nos  ad  inftantiam'dilefti  confanguinei  et  fidelis  noftri  Thoms 
Comitis  Lancaftr.  conceffifle,  et  hac  carta  noftra  confirmafle,  dileflo  et  fideli  noftro  Johanni  de  Meriet,  quod 
ipfe,  et  heredes  fui  imperpetuum  habeant  liberam  warennam  in  omnibus  dominicis  terris  fuis  de  Heftercoumbe, 
Xegheflory,  Eftcapelond,  Coumbeflory,  et  Afhton  juxta  Briftoll  in  com.  Somerset.  Dum  tamen  terrne  illas  non 
fmt  infra  metas  Foreftgs  noftrs.  Ita  quod  nullus  intret  terras  illas  ad  fugandum  in  eis  vel  ad  aliquid  capiendum, 
quod  ad  warennam  pertinent,  finelicentia  et  voiuntateiplius  Johannis,  velheredum  fuorum,  fuper  forisfafluram 
noftram  decern  librarum,  &c.  Hijs  teftibus  venerabilibus  patribus  W.  Archiepo.  Ebor.  Angliae  primate;  T. 
Elien.  Epo.  Cancellario  noftro;  Johanne  de  Britann.  comite  Richmond.  Ricardo  de  Grey ; Hugone  dc  Audele, 
fejiiore,  et  alijs.  Dat.  per  manum  noftram  apud  Ebor.  ix°  die  Julij.”  Cart.  13  Edw.  II.  n.  35. 
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it  now  remains.  It  was  dedicated  to  the  blelTed  Virgin  Mary;  and  was  endowed  with 
lands  by  divers  of  the  Choke  family,  for  the  fupport  of  a chaplain  to  celebrate  divine 
fervice  therein.’’ 

The  parfonage  or  redtorial  houfe,  Hands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  church-yard.  The 
old  hall  is  ftill  ftanding,  and  forms  a weft  wing,  now  converted  into  a cellar.  The 
room  above  ftairs  where  the  abbots’  courts  were  held  is  alfo  entire,  and  is  now  ufed  as  a 
repofitory  for  lumber.  Its  window  opens  to  the  garden  fouthward.  The  redlorial  or 
abbot’s  barn,  is  a very  large  old  ftrudlure,  and  of  the  kind  generally  ufed  in  mona- 
ftick  granges. 

The  redtory  of  Long- Alb  ton  was  in  1 292  valued  at  feventeen  marks.'  The  benefice 
is  vicarial,  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bedminfter.  The  lords  of  the  manor  are  its 
patrons,  and  the  Rev.  John  Collinfon  the  prefent  incumbent.  The  vicarage-houfe 
Hands  near  the  road  fide,  about  two  furlongs  weftward  from  the  church.  It  had  here- 
tofore a fmall  chapel,  which  was  taken  down  about  thirty  years  ago  on  the  alteration 
- of  the  old  building. 

Of  the  vicars  we  preferve  the  following  names : 

Robert  Coker,  1329. 

John  de  Bradford,  1340. 

Richard  Cooke,  1371. 

John,  1387. 

Robert,  1398. 

Thomas  Heynes,  1428. 

John  Spore,  1484. 

Thomas  Draper,  1495. 

John  Rought,  15.47. 

William  Parfons,  1571. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  is  a handfome  ftrudture,  built  by  one  • 
of  the  family  of  Lyons,  whofe  arms  are  cut  in  ftone  on  the  weft  end  of  the  tower  on 
the  outfide,  and  are  likewife  blazoned  on  the  ceiling  of  the  nave,  viz.  Argent,  a chevron 
Jahle,  between  three'  lions  dormant  coward  gules.  It  confifts  of  a nave,  north  and  fouth 
ailes,  chancel,  with  a chapel  on  each  fide,  and  a tower  at  the  weft  end  containing  fix 
bells,  one  of  which  is  very  ancient,  and  has  the  following  circumfeription : 

SlOfiannCS  T3aptiftC  ora  pro  nobi.o*.  On  another  bell  is  this  memorial;  Sir  John 
Smyth,  baronet,  for  whose  name  i will  loudly  speake.  William  Brittin 
AND  Henry  Murford,  churchwardens.  T.Bilbie,  f.  1767.  The  nave  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  ailes  by  two  rows  of  neat  cluftered  pillars  fupporting  pointed  aj  ches,  and 
from  the  chancel  both  ailes  and  nave  are  divided  by  a beautiful  Gothick  fereen  of 
flower  and  fi  et-work  painted  and  gilt,  and  of  moft  admirable  workman fliip.  On  the 
roof  between  the  nave  and  the  chancel  is  a fmall  arched  turret,  which  formerly  held  a 
Linn’s  bell.  In  the  eaft  window  are  thefe  arms:  viz.  i.  Quarterly,  firft  nnd  fourth 

See  page  29Z.  ' Taxat,  Spiritual. 


William  Parr,  1591. 
James  Nichols,  1618. 
Thomas  Tucker,  1623. 
Adam  Holland,  1638. 
Richard  Forfter,  1639. 
Richard  Smith,  1681. 
Elidni  Trat,  1695. 
Thomas  Wickham,  1725. 
John  Wickham,  1754. 
John  Collinfon,  1787. 
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Argent,  three  cinquefoils  per  pale  azure  gules,  Choke.  Second  and  third,  argent, 
three  bars  wavy  gules,  a.  Azure,  a St.  Andrew’s  crofsor,  impaling,  azure:  a St.  Peter’s 
key  double  warded  or.  3.  Choke,  quartered  with  Lyons.  On  a window  of  the  north 
aile  are  the  arms  of  De'Afhtonj  and  in  the  windows  of  the  north  chapel  are  feveral 
figures,  viz.  An  abbot  with  his  mitre  and  crofier,  a cardinal,  and  the  portraitures  of 
King  Edward  the  Fourth  and  his  Queen  Elizabeth  Woodville. 

In  this  chapel,  againft  the  north  wall,  Hands  a very  elegant  monument  of  Hone 
richly  decorated  with  Gothick  tracery,  and  imagery  much  fuperior  to  moft  fimilar 
works,  of  the  age  wherein  it  was  eredled.  Under  a fine  canopy  lie  the  effigies  of  Sir 
Kichard  Choke,  and  Margaret  his  wife;  he  in  his  judge’s  robes,  and  ffie  in  the  drefs  of 
the  times;  two  cherubs  fupport  their  heads;  at  his  feet  a lion,  ather’s  a dog.  On  the 
back  of  the  monument  above  the  figures,  are  two  angels  fupporting,  in  well-drawn 
attitudes,  a Glory,  in  which  was  formerly  the  reprefen  ration  of  our  Saviour  on  the  crofs, 
but  which  is  now  effaced.  Above  thefe,  on  a fcroll,  reaching  from  end  to  end  is  the 
" following  fentence : 3!f)u  for  iU  pctg  of  our  f^nne0  paoe  mercp:  ano  for 
t\)t  looe  of  pi  pafiSon  tirpng:  oe  fouleg  to  faloacio*  On  another  fcroll  underneath, 
^ifCriCOr0  jfto  fiU  PiOi  Itlifcrcrc  UOfiri*  At  each  comer  are  arms:  On  the 
dexter  fide.  Or,  a faltire  gules,  on  the  finifter.  Or,  a crofs  gules.  On  the  front  of  the 
tomb  are  thefe  coats:  i.  Choke,  impaling  ermine,  on  a feffe  gules,  three  martlets  or-,  a 
crefcent  for  diftinflion,  PaVy.  1.  Choke,  impaling  Argent,  two  chevrons  fable  between 
three  rofes  gules,  feeded  or.  3.  Choke,  impaling  Lyons. 

Againft  the  northeaft  corner  of  this  chapel  is  a white  marble  monument,  infcribed: — 
“ Juxta  requiefcit,  ac  Temper  in  pace  requiefcat,  quod  mortale  fuerat  Dnas  Annte 
Smyth  Dni  Johannis  Smyth,  baronetti,  uxoris  diledliffime;  ftemina  omni  laude  digna; 
venuftate  corporis  ornata,  fuavitate  morum  ornatior;  animi  virtutibus  ornatiflima; 
iequalem  fortaffis  invenias  ledlor,  fuperiorem  nuUibi.  In  egenos  etenim  liberalis,  erga 
omnes  benevola.  Qualis  fuiffet  unico  verbo  difcas  ; optima  arnica,  optima  conjux, 
Chriftiana  optima.  Exegit  fibi  monumentum  acre  perennius — hocce  marmoreum, 
vir  fui  amatiffimus,  a fe  merito  amatus,  extrui  curavit,  Obdormivit  die  Septembris 
fiono,  A.D«  MDCcxxxiii,  aetat.  xxxvi.  Abi  et  fac  fimiliter.” 

In  the  chapel  oppofite  to  this,  againft  the  fouth  wall,  is  a large  ftone  monument, 
ereded  to  the  memory  of  Hugh  Brooke,  of  Lower-Court,  efq;  who  died  30  Eliz.  and 
was  buried  Feb.  23,  1 556.  There  is  no  infcription  on  this  tomb,  it  having  been  left 
tinfiniffied.  The  arms  of  Brooke  were  Gules,  on  a chevron  or  three  lions  rampant  Jable‘. 

On  the  floor  round  the  verge  of  a ftone  enfculptured  with  a crofs  flory  is  the  follow- 
ing legend : 

“ i^ic  meet  Demina  augneta  lemon  cuiuo  animeppicietur  Deu0,  amen/’ 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  there  is  a niche  for  holy  water;  and  on  the  walls  fome  rem- 
nants of  banners,  and  other  infignia  of  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt.  and  bart.  are  fulpended. 

In  the  chancel  on  the  north  wall  is  a monument  of  white  marble; In  memory 

of  the  moft  vertuous  and  pious  Dame  Elizabeth  Smyth,  late  the  dear  wife  of  Sir  John 

Smyth, 
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Smyth,  of  this  pariih,  baronet.  She  was  eldefl;  daughter  of  Sir  Samuel  Aftry,  late  of  the 
parifh  of  Henbury  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  knt.  and  Dame  Elizabeth  his  wife. 
She  departed  this  life  the  xvth  day  of  Septemb.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  mdccxv,  aged 
near  xlvi  years.  They  had  iflfue  three  fons,  John,  Hugh,  and  Samuel j and  five 
daughters,  Anne,  Elizabeth,  Aftrasa,  Florence,  and  Arabella.  Sir  John  Smyth,  bart. 
ob.  xixth  of  May,  mdccxxvi,  £etat.  lxvi.”  Arms,  Smyth,  impaling  Barry  wavy  of 
fix,  argent  and  azure-,  on  a chief  gules  three  bezants  : Aftry. 

On  a fimilar  monument  againft  the  fouth  wall: “ To  the  memory  of  Sir  Hugh 

Smyth  of  this  parifti,  knight,  of  the  hon'*'®  order  of  the  Bath,  and  baronet,  who  departed 
this  life  the  28  th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  mdclxxx,  aged  xLviii  years. 

Alfo  of  Dame  Anne  Smyth,  his  vertuous  lady.  She  was  fecond  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  John  Alhburnham,  of  Alhburnham  in  the  county  of  Suftex,  efq.  She  departed 
this  life  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  mdcxcvii,  aged  about 
LX  years.  They  had  iftlie  three  fons,  John,  Hugh,  and  Charles;  and  three  daughters, 
Elizabeth,  Florence,  and  Anne.”  Arms,  Smyth,  impaling  gules,  a fefle  between  fix 
mullets  argent,  Aftiburnham. 

On  the  floor: “ Here  lieth  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Forfter,  vicar  of  this 

parilh,  who  died  the  13th  ofDecember  1680,  aged  72.” 

“ Under  this  ftone  lieth  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Stillingfleet,  D.D.  prebendary 
of  Durham,  and  mafter  of  Sherburne-hofpital  near  Durham,  who  departed  this  life 
Aug.  3,  1759,  aged  53,  with  a hope  full  of  immortality  through  the  revelation  of  the 
Goi^el  of  Jelus  Chrift.  He  was  third  fon  of  the  Rev.  James  Stillingfleet,  D.D.  dean, 
and  grandfon  of  the  Right  Rev.  Edward  Stillingfleet,  D.  D.  bilhop  of  Worcefter.  In 
his  life-time  he  was  beloved  and  refpetted,  and  in  his  death  fincerely  lamented  by  all 
his  relations,  friends,  and  neighbours. 

Here  alfo  lieth  the  body  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Wickham,  vicar 
of  this  parift,  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  niece  to  Dr.  Stillingfleet.  She  died  March  loth, 
1775,  aged  14.  In  fure  and  certain  hope  of  a joyful  refurredlion  through  the  merits 
of  Jefus  Chrift. 

“ Here  alfo  lieth  the  body  of  the  Rev.  John  Wickham,  vicar  of  this  parifti  near 
thirty-three  years,  who  departed  this  life  March  the  5th,  1787,  aged  70,  in  hope  of  a 
blefled  immortality  through  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift.” 

On  another  ftone : Hie  dormit  Anna,  uxor  Elidni  Trat,  vie.  quae  animam 

Creatori  fuo  religiofe  reddidit  28  Julij,-  A.D.  1716,  aetat.  fuas  47. 

“ Hie  etiam  requiefeit  corpus  Elidni  Trat,  hujus  ecclefiae  per  33  annos  vicarij,  qui 
obiit  Septembris  3,  anno  falutis  mdcowcv,  aetatis  fuse  lx. 

“ Mr.  Thomas  Wickham,  vicar  of  this  parifti  thirty  years,  died  the  I2th  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1754,  aged  65  years.” 

In  the  body  of  the  church,  within  the  memory  of  people  now  living,  ftood  a raifed 
tomb,  containing  the  reliques  of  Thomas  de  I.yons  the  founder  of  the  church.  On 

the 
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the  top  was  a large  ftone,  whereon  was  the  figure  of  a man  lying  in  a fideways  attitude 
on  a long  pillow,  his  head  attired  with  a Janizary’s  cap,  and  a lion  at  his  feet.  Round 
the  verge  of  the  ftone  was  this  infcription:  I^IC  jaC0t  CDonta0  1150110  niil00,  JtU0 
lBCnCOiftU0  E)0U0,  ^ITlCn.  Both  the  figure  and  the  infcription  were  inlaid  in  a 
ftrong  coat  of  terras  cemented  to  the  furface  of  the  ftone,  a method  of  decking  the 
coverings  of  fepulchres  firft  introduced  into  this  country  from  France.  The  raifed 
tomb  being  removed  for  the  purpofe  of  levelling  the  floor,  this  ftone  was  placed  therein 
among  others  as  a paving  ftone,  and  ftill  remains  in  the  middle  paflTage  between  the 
chancel  and  the  belfry.  On  turning  it  up  fometime  fince  the  arms  of  Lyons  were 
found  carved  on  a feparate  ftone  underneath. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave,  near  the  organ  loft,  is  a neat  marble  monument — In 
memory  of  Joan  the  fourth  daughter  of  James  Sparrow,  of  Flax-Bourton,  gent,  and 
Rachel  his  wife,  who  died  the  26th  day  of  Nov.  1745,  aged  48  years;  and  was  interred 
near  this  place.  Beloved  by  her  friends,  knew  no  enemy,  in  health  cheerful,  patient 

in  pain;  and  as  Jfhe  lived,  fo  ftie  died,  a Chriftian. In  the  next  grave  lie  the  remains 

of  Sarah,  the  fecond  daughter  of  the  faid  James  and  Rachel  Sparrow^who  died  the  24th 
day  of  January  1750,  aged  61  years,  endued  with  every  focial  and  Chriftian  virtue.” 
Arms:  Argent,  three  rofes  gules,  feeded  or,  barbed  vert:  a chief  of  the  fecond. 

Under  an  arch  in'  the  wall  at  the  end  of  the  fouth  aile  is  an  old  tomb,  wherein  was 
interred  one  of  the  family  of  de  Gatecombe,  who  had  their  name  from  and  their  refi- 
dence  in  a place  called  Gatecombe  or  Gatcombe  within  this  parifh,  about  two  miles 
weftward  from  the  church ; where  in  ancient  times  there  having  ftood  a gate,  ferving 
as  a chief  entrance  into  the  combe  or  valley  from  the  hiHj  it  thence  derived  the  appel- 
lation of  Gatecombe.  Of  the  owners  of  this  place  w^re 

William  de  Gatecombe,  who  occurs  in  1296,  ' 

John  de  Gatecombe,  1308. 

Thomas  de  Gatecombe,  1312. 

John  de  Gatecombe,  1323.  ^ 

John  de  Gatecombe,  1377. 

William  de  Gatecombe,  1398. 

Nicholas  de  Gatecombe,  1430.  Catherine  the  foie  daughter  and  heirefs  of  this 
Nicholas  de  Gatecombe,  about  the  above  date  was  married  to  Richard  Halfwell,  efq; 
who  became  poflTelTed  of  Gatcombe  in  her  right,  and  whofe  defcendant  Sir  Nicholas 
Halfweil,  knt.  fold  it  to  William  Cox  in  the  year  1623.  Francis,  fon  of  the  faid 
William  Cox,  dying  in  1667,  left  iflTue  two  daughters  his  coheirs;  Rachel,  wife  to 
James  Sparrow,  efq;  and  Sarah,  wife  to  Mr.  Richard  Cooke,  between  whom  the  eftate 
was  divided.  Jofeph,  fon  of  Richard  Cooke,  fold  his  moiety  thereof  to  Richard 
Grimfted,  and  he  to  John  Combes,  efq;  whofe  nephew  Richard  Combes,  of  Earnfliill 
in  this  county,  efq;  fold  the  fame  to  Francis  Sparrow,  efq;  father  of  James  Sparrow, 
efq;  the  prefent  proprietor  of  Gatcombe,  who  married  Lastitia  daughter  of  Thomas 
Popham,  of  Weft-Bagborough  in  this  county,  efq. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  fouth  aile  there  is  a fmall  mural  monument  of  ftone  to  the 
memory  of  one  of  the  coheirefles  of  Francis  Cox,  of  Gatcombe,  in  the  following  words: 

“ Spe 
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Spe  refurreftionis  ad  gloriam  Sarah  uxor  Richardi  Cooke,  gen.  muller,  bonis  moribus 
ec  virtutibus  ornata;  omnibus  placida  et  benignaj  vitam  mortalem  pro  imnnortali 
mutavit  29°  die  Novembris,  anno  Dom.  1704.”  Arms:  In  chief  three  cocks’  heads 
erafed,  in  bafe  a fpur  leathered. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  north  aile,  near  the  door,  there  is  a neat  monument  of 

black  and  white  marble,  infcribed  as  follows: " Near  this  place  reft  the  mortal 

remains  of  William  Fenn,  of  this  parifti,  efq;  who  died  June  nth,  1788,  in  the  forty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age,  univerfally  lamented. — The  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  which  was 
ever  open  to  all,  but  particularly  to  the  poor,  the  redtitude  of  his  condudt  through  life, 
were  juftly  approved  by  men. — His  unaffedted  piety,  and  his  chriftian  refignation  at  the 
hour  of  death,  endeared  him  to  his  God.” 

In  the  church-yard,  under  the  north  wall  of  the  tower,  lie  the  effigies  in  ftone  of  a 
man  and  a woman,  fuppofed  to  reprefent  two  of  the  family  of  Lyons.  Their  feet  are 
turned  to  the  eaft;  at  thofe  of  the  man  is  a lion  ftanding  up,  at  thofe  of  the  woman 
a dog.  On  the  edge  of  the  ftone,  fculptured  in  Gothick  charadlers,  is  the  following 
remnant  of  an  infcription:  D6  8AL006  6YT  CQ6RCI  A[C06N.  ^ 

Benefactions  to  this  parish: 

“ 1660.  Mrs.  Mary  Smith  gave  300I.  for  the  purchafe  of  a houfe  and  land,  the 
rents  thereof  to  be  given  to  four  poor  people  of  this  parifh,  as  the  owner  of  the  upper- 
court,  and  the  minifter  of  the  time  being,  fliould  think  fit.  With  this  money  lands  at 
Kingfton-Seymour  were  purchafed,  and  the  rents  applied  to  tjie  ufes  abovementioned. 

1661.  Francis  Derrick  gave  four  acres  of  land  called  Gaftons^  the  rents  to  be  thus 
applied: — los.  to  the  minifter  for  a fermon  on  Good-Friday;  los.  to  the  poor  on 
Good-Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day,  by  equal  portions;  and  the  overplus  of  the  faid 
rent  for  the  fchooling  of  poor  children,  according  to  the  diferetion  of  the  rninifter  and 
churchwardens  for  the  time  being  yearly  for  ever. 

1709.  > Mr.  George  Whiting  gave  300I.  laid  out  in  lands  at  Lawrence- Wefton  in 
Henbury;  of  which  rent  are  applied  los.  to  the  minifter  of  the  parifh  to  read  divine 
fervice,  and  preach  a fermon  on  All-Saints-day  yearly  for  ever; — 7I.  to  buy  yearly  for 
ever  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  to  be  given  to  fuch  poor  people  and  poor  children,  as  are 
that  day  at  divine  fervice  and  fermon,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  minifter  and  church- 
wardens ; — fo  much  of  the  rent  as  is  necefiary  to  be  laid  out  in  keeping  in  good  repair 
fix  freeftone  tombs,  a head-ftone  and  a foot-ftone,  being  altogether  on  the  fouth-eaft 
fide  of  the  chancel ; — and  the  refidue  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  be  laid  out  in  ten  loaves 
of  fixpenny  bread  to  be  given  to  ten  poor  people  that  are  at  divine  fervice  every  Sunday 
after  All-Saints’  day,  until  all  be  difpofed  of;  except  the  fum  of  los.  to  be  laid  out  in 
twenty  fixpenny  loaves,  and  difpofed  of  on  Good-Friday  to  twenty  poor  people  yearly 
for  ever. 

1726.  Sir  John  Smyth,  bart.  gave  5I.  yearly  for  ever  to  be  diftributed  equally  to 
forty  poor  people;  20s.  for  preaching  a fermon,  and  5s.  to  the  clerk  yearly  for  ever  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day. 


1748.  Mrs. 
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“ 1748.  Mrs.  Arabella  Gore  gave  a handfome  pair  of  filver  candlefticks  for  the 
ufe  of  this  church. 

“ 1760.  Mrs.  Anne  Smyth  gave  a rent  charge  of  lol.  per  annum,  payable  out  of 
Whitchurch  farm,  for  teaching  poor  children  to  read  and  knit,  or  binding  out  poor 
children  apprentices,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  minifter  and  churchwardens. 

**  1779.  Mrs.  Anne  Pomroy  gave  50I.  the  intereft  to  be  applied  to  fuch  charities 
as  Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  and  his  heirs  Ihould  think  fit.” 

There  were  anciently  feveral  croffes  in  this  parifh,  as 

I.  Horesham-Cross,  which  flood  on  Horefham  green,  near  the  interfeflion  of  the 
roads  leading  from  Bedminfter  to  Long-Afhton,  Pill,  and  Portbury. 

Northweft  from  this  point  is  Boure-Ashton,  a hamlet  fo  called  within  the  manor 
of  Afhton-Lyons,  and  containing  feveral  neat  tenements.  Oppofite  an  inn  in  the 
high  road,  called  the  Coach  and  Horfes,  there  formerly  flood  a chapel  dedicated  to  St. 
John,  in  a field  flill  called  Chapel- Jcre. 

1.  Lyon’s-Cross.  This  flood  fomewhere  near  the  manor-houfej  but  the  exa6t 
fpot  is  not  afcertained. 

3.  Theyne’s-Cross,  in  the  park,  near  the  fcite  of  the  old  manfion  of  Theyne’s- 
Court. 

4.  Church-Cross,  flill  partly  Handing  in  theflreet  oppofite  the  parfonage-houfe, 
and  at  the  weft  end  of  the  old  church-houfe.  There  was  alfo  a crofs  in  the  church- 
yard on  the  fouth  fide. 

5.  Rayene’s-Cross,  near  the  hamlet  of  Lampton,  or  Lamington,  a mile  and  a 
half  weftward  from  the  church.  This  hamlet  is  fcarcely  ever  mentioned  but  in  ancient 
deeds.  It  notwithftanding  gave  name  to  a confiderable  family. 

6.  Kencot-Cross.  This  crofs,  confifting  of  two  rows  of  fteps,  and  a pedeftal 
(the  pillar  being  quite  gone)  Hands  on  the  declivity  of  Afhton-hill  above  the  hamlet  of 
Kencot.  This  hamlet  is  beautifully  fituated  in  a narrow  glen,  between  that  hill  and 
fome  fmall  eminences  on  the  north  fide  of  the  road  from  Long-Afhton  to  Bourton. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  vale  runs  a fine  ftream,  through  fertile  meadows  thickly  clothed 
with  wood.  The  hill  to  the  north  exhibits  a real  pidlure  of  wild  uncultivated  nature; 
being  compofed  of  fhelving  fears,  romantickly  difpofed,  intermingled  here  and  there 
with  herbage,  and  expofing  on  their  acclivities  a number  of  antiquated  yew-trees, 
fhrinking  their  withered  heads  from  the  weftern  blafts,  which  here  blow  ftrongly  in  the 
winter  feafon  from  the  channel. 

At  Yanleigh,  anciently  Yonlegh,  a hamlet  fituated  between  Afhton  and  Dundry, 
have  been  difeovered  the  foundations  of  ancient  buildings,  fuppofed  to  be  Roman. 

The  chriftenings  and  burials  in  this  parifh  from  the  year  1700  to  1710,  and  from  the 
year  1770  to  1780  inclufive,  have  been  as  follows: 


Chriftenings. 
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Chriftenings. 

Burials. 

Chriftenings. 

Burials. 

1700 

— 17 

1700 

— II 

1770 

— II 

1770  — 

6 

1701 

— 15 

1701 

— 9 

1771 

— 20 

1771  — 

14 

1702 

— 13 

1702 

— 14 

1772 

— 12 

1772  — 

18 

1703 

— 14 

1703 

~ 15 

1773 

— 15 

1773  — 

II 

1704 

— 18 

1704 

— 16 

1774 

— 18 

1774  — 

15  - 

1705 

— 18 

1705 

— 8 

1775 

— 14 

1775  — 

22 

1706 

— 16 

1706 

— II 

1776 

— 10 

1776  — . 

18 

'1707 

— 16 

1707 

— 18 

1777 

— 20 

1777  — 

19 

1708 

— 20 

1708 

— II 

1778 

— 15 

1778  — 

17 

1709 

— 18 

1709 

— 10 

1779 

— - 14 

1779  — 

12 

1710 

— 7 

1710 

— 14 

1780 

— 22 

1780  — 

18 

Total  — 172 

Total  — 137 

Total 

171 

Total  I 

70 

BACKWELL. 


AParifli  feven  miles  fouthweft  from  Briftol,  the  principal  dwellings  thereof  Handing 
in  the  turnpike-road  from  that  city  to  Y atton  j but  there  are  a few  houfes  near 
the  church  half  a mile  toward  the  fouthweft.  The  fituation  is  very  pleafant,  having 
eminences  to  the  fouth  and  eaft;  a_rich  country  to  the  weftj  and  the  fine  range  of  hills 
which  run  along  the  hundred  of  Portbury  to  the  north  and  northweft  at  about  three 
miles  diftance.  The  hills  eaft  and  fouthward  from  the  church  are  in  a romantick  man- 
ner wildly  feared  with  rocks,  and  patched  with  flirubs  and  foreft  trees,  v/ith  deep  winding 
glens  between  them,  in  which  fome  of  the  houfes  are  pidlurefquely  fituated.  Thefe 
hills  are  compofed  of  vaft  mafles  of  calcarious  ftone,  very  hard,  of  a reddifh  colour, 
with  blue  and  white  veins,  and  fufceptible  of  a very  good  polifh.  A brook  from  I.ong- 
Aftiton  pafles  through  the  parifh  under  a ftone  bridge  of  a fingle  arch. 

A market  was  formerly  held  here  on  Mondays  by  a grant  made  to  Sir  Richard  de  . 
Rodney,  lord  of  this  manor,  ii  Edw.  and  confirmed  i8  Hen.  VII.j  and  a fair,  of 
royal  charter  alfo,  is  ftill  held  here  Sept.  21,  for  cattle  and  pedlary  ware.  There  was 
alfo  a charter  of  free  warren  for  this  manor.  King  William  the  Conqueror  gave  die 
place  to  the  bifhop  of  Coutances,  of  whom  it  was  held  by  two  domefticks  of  the  name 
of  Fulcran  and  Nigel. 


“ Fulcran  and  Nigel  hold  of  the  Bifliop,  Bacoile.  Turchil  held  it  in  the  time  of 
“ King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  fourteen  carucates,  occupied 
by  thirty-two  villanes,  and  twenty-one  cottagers,  and  two  fervants.  There  is  a mill 
'‘  of  four  ftiillings  rent,  and  twenty-four  acres  of  meadow,  pafture  one  mile  long,  and 
“ half  a mile  broad.  Coppice  wood  one  mile  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  was 
“ and  is  worth  eight  pound's.”'’ 


* Cart.  II  Edw.  II. 
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When  this  manor  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  crown  by  the  billiop’s  death,  it  was 
divided  into  two  portions;  one  of  which  the  Emprefs  Maud,  daughter  of  King  Hen.  I. 
gave,  together  with  the  manors  of  Lamyat  and  Hurleftone,  and  divers  other  lands  in 
this  county,  to  Walter  de  Rodney,  anceftor  of  the  Rodneys  of  Rodney-Stoke  in  the 
hundred  of  Winterftoke.' 

This  moiety  of  the  manor,  in  regard  it  v/as  fometime  held  by  the  family  of  Bayoufe 
or  de  Baiocis,  was  denominated  Backwell-Bayoufe-,  as  the  other  moiety  was  called 
Backw ell- Sore,  from  its  ancient  pofleffors  of  that  denomination.  And  to  this  day  the 
two  tithings  into  which  the  parifh  is  divided  retain  the  names  of  Backwell-Bayoufe  and 
Backwell-Sores. 

47  Henry  III.  Thomas  de  Baiocis  and  Mary  his  mother  are  certified  to  hold  eight 
Tcnights’  fees  in  the  different  parifhes  of  Backwell,  Twiverton,  Saltford,  Winford,  and 
Stoke  all  which  were  held  2,4  Edw.  I.  by  Joceus  de  Baiofe  of  the  honour  of  Glou- 
cefter.®  47  Henry  III.  William  le  Sor  held  the  other  part  of  the  parifh  of  Backwell, 
•confifting  of  one  knight’s  fee;  and  alfo  the  manor  of  Claverham.^ 

The  family  of  le  Sor,  which  lafted  but  a very  fhort  period  in  thefe  parts,  were  of  fome 
diftinflion,  being  allied  to  the  Clares  earls  of  Gloucefter.  There  were  two  Williams 
and  one  John  Le  Sor,  who  fucceflively  poffefled  this  eftate.  3 Edw.  I.  Ifabel  Sore, 
or  Soore,  lady  of  Clare,  was  in  poffeffion  of  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  Backwell,  and 
that  year  granted  to  Richard  Rodney  and  his  heirs  for  ever  a certain  piece  of  land 
lying  on  Backwell-Hill.®  The  fame  lady  had  alfo  a moiety  of  the  advowfon  of  the 
church.'^  But  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edw.  III.  this  family  became  extindl, 
and  this  moiety  of  the  manor  paffed  to  Elizabeth  Wickham,  one  of  the  coheireffes  of 
Le  Sor,  who  conveyed  all  her  right  herein  to  Sir  Walter  Rodney,  who  thus  became 
lord  of  the  whole  undivided  manor,  and  in  whofe  defendants  it  continued  till  the  time 
of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

This  family,  of  whom  more  particular  mention  will  be  made  in  that  parilh  to  which 
they  gave  their  name,  poffeffed  alfo  a variety  of  other  manors.  An  inquifition  taken 
6 Edw.  IV.  fets  forth  that  Sir  Walter  Rodney,  knt.  died  feized  of  the  manors  of 
Congrelhury  and  Badgworth;  lands  in  Draycot;  the  manor  of  Lamyat  with  lands 
therein;  the  manor  of  Backwell,  and  the  hamlets  of  Felton,  Winford,  and  Farley, 
members  and  parcel  of  the  faid  manor  of  Backwell,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  churches 
of  Backwell  and  Winford;  the  manors  of  Stoke-Rodney,  Hallatrow,  Twiverton,  and 
Saltford,  and  lands  and  tenements  in  Chard  and  the  city  of  Wells.' 

The  feal  of  John  de  Rodney  lord  of  Backwell  21  Edw.  III.  was  three  Ipread  eagles.'' 

From  the  family  of  Rodney  the  manor  paffed  to  that  of  Fitz-James,  and  after- 
wards to  Sir  John  Churchill,  knt.  mafter  of  the  Rolls,  and  was,  about  the  year  1710, 
purchafed  of  the  truftees  and  coheirs  of  Sir  John  Churchill  by  guardians  for  the 
aife  of  Thomas  Thynne,  efq;  anceftor  of  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  the  prefent  pof- 

‘ Harl.  MS.  No.  1153.  p.  40.  “ Lib.  Feed.  ' Ibid.  *'  Ibid. 

* Cart.  Antiq.  ^ Efc.  * Inq.  port.  mort.  Walter  Rodney,  mil.  “ Seals  from  ancient  deeds. 
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feflbr.  The  manor-houfe,  which  flood  eaflward  from  the  church  is  taken  down,  and 
nothing  of  it  remains  excepting  a fmall  wing  near  the  church  yard.  Againftjhe  front 
were  the  arms  of  Sir  John  Churchill,  Sahle^  a lion  rampant  argent ^ debruifed  with  a 
bendlet  gules^  impaling  argent  a chevron  Jabky  over  all  a file  with  three  lambeaux  gulesy 
for  Prideaux. 

The  hamlets  belonging  to  this  parifh  are, 

1.  West-town,  pleafantly  fituated  near  a mile  weftward  from  the  church,  con- 
taining feveral  good  houfes. 

2.  Farley,  in  the  turnpike-road,  half  a mile  north. 

3.  Moor-side,  a mile  northweft. 

4.  Down-side,  near  two  miles  foutheafl.  Joceus  de  Bayoufe  gave  lands  in  this 
hamlet  to  Keynfham-abbey. 

There  was  a park  at  Backwell,  containing  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  belonging 
to  the  Rodneys. 

A.  D.  1292  the  value  of  the  reflory  of  Backwell  was  certified  at  fifteen  marks.'' 
Soon  after  which  valuation,  viz.  A.  D.  1306,  it  was  granted  by  Ralph  de  Salopia, 
bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  to  the  brethren  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  the  Baptift  at 
RedclifF-pit  in  Briftol,  they  representing  to  him  their  being  in  a flarving  condition.* 
9 061.  1 343  the  bifhop  admitted  a vicar  to  the  faid  church,  who  was  prefented  thereto 
by  the  mafler  of  the  above  hofpital,  the  true  and  undoubted  patron  thereof."  The 
re6lory  is  now  a linecure  belonging  to  Mr.  De  Bell,  who  is  appropriator  of  the 
vicarage,  of  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  W ake  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  is  a very  handfome  ftruflure  of  fine  flone  and 
excellent  mafonry,  confilling  of  a<iave,  chancel,  two  fide  ailes,  a chapel,  vellry-room, 
porch,  and  belfry,  all  leaded  except  the  chancel.  At  the  well  end  Hands  a very  elegant 
tower,  embattled,  with  open  turreted  pinnacles,  and  containing  five  bells. 

The  chancel  is  decorated  with  a very  fine  altar-piece  given  by  the  Rev.  J.  Markham, . 
redlor  of  the  living,  in  the  year  1771.  This  altar-piece  formerly  flood  in  the  old 
church  of  St.  Leonard  in  Corn-flreet,  Briflol,  and  when  that  church  was  taken  down, 
it  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Markham,  and  placed  here.  The  font  is  circular,  and  is 
removed  into  the  church-yard  under  the  wall  of  the  fouth  aile. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a large  ancient  Gothick  tomb,  on  which  lies  the 
effigy  in  done  of  one  of  the  Rodney  family,  whofe  burial  place  was  in  the  adjoining 
chapel.  Above  the  effigy  on  a long  Scroll  is  the  following  infcription; 

“ Within  tfji0  cfiapel  Igetf)  OBUjatjet!)  thz  founnecpjj  of  c^apell, 
ano  of  tlje  floke  of  Hiepe  to  thz  duactec  tpme0"  lat knpgljt,  ano  before 

Taxat.  Spiritual.  ' Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen.  Ibid. 

“ This  infcription  was  either  written  by  a Frenchman,  who  underftood  not  Englifti,  or  tranflated  by  anEnglifli- 
man  who  underftood  not  French.  To  the  quarter  tymes  is  an  ungrammatical  tranflation  of  the  French 

le  quatre  terns,  a term  in  that  language  ufed  for  the  Ember  Weeks,  or  four  feafons  of  the  year  appointed  for 
failing  ; at  which  feafons  this  lady  here  interred,  might  have  inftituted  either  fomepublick  fcrvice  in  the  church, 
or  particular  benefadion  to  the  poor. 
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tiDat  tupfif  to  caiatar  iRoOnep  fenggf)t  antJ  fgftur  to  MJgllpam  Compton 
fenpgfjt  toljpebe  CU^afcctb  oeperteo  t!)c in  tfje  ge?e  of  giace  mtccccjcmi,” 

On  the  tomb  above  and  bellow,  and  alfo  within  the  chapel,  are  the  arms  of  Rodney,  and 
the  family  alliances.  ^ . 

Within  the  chapel,  on  the  call  wall,  is  an  old  ftone  monument  with  a brafs  plate, 
having  thereon  the  portraitures  of  a man  and  woman  kneeling  at  an  altar  face  to  face 
with  three  children  behind  each  of  them ; the  infcription  is  as  follows : 

“ Here  lyeth  the  bodies  of  Rice  Davis,  efq;  who  reedified  this  chapel,  and  died 
2 Sept.  1638,  and  Dorothie  his  wife,  daughter  to  Morice  Rodney,  efq;  and  filler 
and  coheir  to  Sir  George  Rodney,  knt.  Shee  died  the  12th  of  Jan'^  1604,  and  had 
iflue  betwene  them  3 fonnes  decealed,  and  three  daughters  now  livinge,  viz.  Johan, 
Elizabeth,  and  Margaret.”  Arms:  Quarterly,  firll  and  fourth,  Gules^  a griffin  fegreant 
or  -f  fecond  and  fable,  a chevron  or  between  three  fpears’  heads,  argent. 

On  a fmall  marble  againll  the  fame  wall ; Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  Edward 

Harvey,  efq;  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  of  Brockley-Com.be,  under  this  fubjacent  ftone 
Jieth  depofited 

Thy  life  was  like  .thyfelf,  a fpan, 

In  meafure  ended  as  began.  ■ - 

Short  in  dimenfion,  Ihort  in  ftay. 

Five  days  induc’d,  reduc’d  thy  clay.” 

Arms:  Sable,  a fefie  or  between  three  fquirrels  fejant  argent. 

In  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  are  three  of  thofe  niches  commonly  called  tabernacles. 

This  church  was  pewed,  paved,  and  ornamented,  A.  D.  1771.  Samuel  Filer, 
churchwarden. In  the  church-yard  near  the  foutli  door  is  an  old  crofs  quite  per- 

fect, with  a dial  on  the  top. 


BARROW 

IS  a parilh  of  one  tithing,  denominated  after  its  ancient  owners  Barrow-Gournay, 
fituated  fix  miles  fouthweft  from  Briftol,  and  one  mile  eaft  from  Backwell.  The 
greater  part  of  the  houfes  Hand  fcattered  in  a kind  of  ftreet  half  a mile  diftant  from  the 
church;  but  the  environs  of  the  church  are  Cdlhdi  Barrow-Minchin,  from  a houfe  of 
Minicenes^,  or  nuns,  which  ftood  there  on  the  fcite  of  the  prefent  manfion-houfe;  a 
pleafant,  but  expofed  fituation,  commanding  an  extenfive  view  over  the  city  of  Briftol, 
and  the  hundred  of  Portbury. 

The  whole  place  belonged  in  ancient  times  to  that  monopolizer  of  property  Geffrey 
bilhop  of  Coutances,  as  we  learn  from  the  following  furvey: 

»Sax.  Minicene,  anun. 

Nigel 


'2Benminftet\3 


3^9 


B A R R O Vv^ 

“ Nigel  holds  of  the  bifliop,  B^rve,  Edric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 

and  gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  fourteen  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two 
« carucates,  and  three  fervants,  and  fifteen  viilanes,  and  feven  cottagers,  Tliere  is  a mill 
‘‘  of  five  [hillings  rent,  and  thirty-five  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  palhire. 

Wood  one  mile  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  ten  pounds,”'' 

When  it  reforted  to  the  crown.  King  William  Rufus  bellowed  it  with  other  lands  in. 
thefe  parts  on  Robert  Fitz-Harding;  from  whom  it  defcended  to  Eva  his  grandaughter 
and  heir,  the  wife  of  Thomas  de  Flarpetree,  fon  of  William  de  Harpetree,  who  7 
Ric.  I.  paid  fifty  marks  for  this  his  inheritance. 

Robert,  the  fon  and  heir  of  this  Thomas  de  Harpetree,  adopted  the  name  of 
Gournay,  and  annexed  it  to  this  his  manor,  in  order  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the  other 
Barrews  in  this  county. 

To  him  fucceeded  Anfelmand  John  de  Gournay,  fucceffive  owners  of  this  manor: 
which  laft,  by  Oliva  his  wife,  daughter  of  Henry  lord  Lovel,  of  Caftle-Ca'ry  in  this 
county,  (who  had  this  manor  and  that  of  Eaft-Harptree  In  jointure)  left  ilTue  one  only 
daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth,  married  to  John  Ap-Adam,  who  had  livery  of  his  faid 
wife’s  lands  19  Edw.  1.“*  and  24  Edw.  I.  had  a charter  of  free  warren  in  the  manor  of 
Barrow.®  He  died  ii  Edw.  II.  and  was  fucceeded  by 

Thomas  Ap-Adam,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  4 Edw.  III.  conveyed  this  manor  to 
Thomas  de  Berkeley  and  Margaret  his  wife'^j  and  in  their  defendants,  the  Berkeleys 
of  Beverftone,  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  Hen.  VIII.  when  we  find  it  in  the  pof- 
fefllon  of  the  family  of  Compton. 

34  Hen.  VIII.  Peter  Compton  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Barrow-Gournay.®'  His 
wife’s  name  was  Anne,  who  furviving  him  was  married  fecondly  to  William  Earl  of 
Pembroke.  After  his  death  it  was  fuccefiively  held  by  Francis  Compton,  Sir  Henry 
Compton,  and  William  lord  Compton,  all  living  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
38  Eliz.  William  Lord  Compton  fold  this  manor  to  William  Clarke,  efq;  who, 
jointly  with  truftees,  in  three  years  after,  fold  alfo  the  fame  to  William  Hanham  and 
others;  and  they  about  i Jac.  I.  conveyed  it  to  Francis  James,  L.  L.  D.  ii  Car.  I. 
Francis  and  William,  the  fons  of  Dr.  James,  difpofed  of  the  fame  to  Robert  Cotterel, 
whofe  daughter  and  heirefs,  the  wife  of Hazle,  fucceeded  to  the  pofiTelTion  of  it. 

Which  Hazle  by  his  faid  wife  had  one  daughter  Magdalen,  married  to  Benjamin 
Tibbot,  who  enjoyed  this  eftate,  and  left  it  to  his  fon  John  Tibbot,  who  died  feized 
of  it  in  1674.  Ruth,  daughter  of  this  John  Tibbot,  and  firfl;  wife  of  William  Gore, 
efq;  inherited  this  manor,  and  left  ifllie  a daughter  Mary,  married  to  Anthony 
Blagrave,  efq;  by  whom  Ihe  had  two  fons,  John  and  Anthony,  whofe  coufin  and  heir 
John  Blagrave,  efq;  is  the  prefent  poffelTor. 

In  this  parifii,  on  the  hill  weftward  from  Barrow-Gournay,  one  of  the  Fitz-Hardings, 
lord  of  the  manor,  founded  a Benedidtine  nunnery  to  the  honour  of  St.  Mary  and  St. 

•’  Lib.  Domefday.  ' Rot.  Pip.  7 Ric.  I.  ^ Rot.  Fin.  19  Edw.  I. 

® Cart.  24  Edw.  I.  ^ Cart,  Antiq.  ^ Efc. 
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Edwin;  but  which  at  the  Reformation  was  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity.  Leland’’ 
attributes  its  foundation  to  one  of  the  Gournays,  but  it  muft  have  been  before 
either  of  their  times,  as  it  is  noticed  fo  early  as  the  reigns  of  Richard  I.  and  King 
John;  particularly  in  the  will  of  Hugh  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  made  A.  D.  1211', 
wherein  he  leaves  to  the  houfe  of  nuns  at  Barrow  ten  marks;  Domui  Monialium  de 
Berwe  10  marcd^  35  Edw.  III.  Sir  Richard  de  A61:on  gave  lands  in  Barrow-Gournay 
to  the  priory  of  Minchin- Barrow.  44  Edw.  III.  Sir  Richard  de  Adlon  and  others 
gave  a meffuage  and  feventy-nine  acres  of  land  in  Barrow-Gournay  to  the  fame  priory. 
2 Hen.  IV.  Gilbert  Hareclive  gave  to  Joah  Panes,  priorefs  of  Barrow,  and  her  fuc- 
cefTors  for  ever,  a meadow  in  an  inclofure  called  Chappelmeade,  in  Barrow-Gournay, 
containing  two  acres.'  The  nuns  had  alfo  a penfion  of  two  marks  out  of  the 
redlory  of  Twiverton  near  Bath;”  and  the  fame  fum  out  of  the  appropriated  tithes  of 
Barrow-Gournay. 

Thomas  de  Berkeley  was  patron  of  this  priory,  the  advowfon  of  which  belonged 
to  the  manor  of  Barrow-Gournay  in  1316. 

That  fame  year,  Johanna  de  Gurney  was  elected  priorefs  of  this  houfe,  Od.  4,  and 
refigned  in  April  1325. 

Agnes  de  Sanda  Cruce,  eleded  1325.  She  died  1328.  . 

Itin.  vii.  88.  ' Godwin  de  Prsfulibus,  289. 

Test  AMENTUM  Hugonis  Episcopi  Lincoln.  Lego  pro  animamea  500  marcas  ad  fabricam  cedes. 
Lincoln.;  & 500  marcas  ad  emendas  terras  redditus  & poffeffiones  ad augmentandum  commune  ejufdem  ecclefias. 
Vicariis  Line.  Eccles.  60  marcas ; ec  300  marcas  ad  diftribuendum  per  domos  religiofas  Epifeopatus  Line. ; et 
100  mjircas  ad  diftribuendum  per  domos  leproforum  ejufdem  Epifeopatus ; et  100  marcas  per  domos  holpital. 
epifeopatus  ejufdem ; et  300  marcas  diftribuendas  ecclefiis  quas  habui  ad  libros  & ornamenta  emenda.  Domui  de 
Stanleg.  30  marc.  Domui  de  Quarrer  20  marcas ; Domui  de  Polefton.  30  marc.  Domui  de  Fernleg.  10  marc. 
Domui  de  Plinton.  100  marc.  Ad  hofpitale  conftruendum  pro  anima  Jordani  de  Turry,  vel  ad  alias  elemofynas 
pro  anima  fua  faciendas,  300  marc.  Domui  leproforum  de  Selwod  3 marc.  Domui  monialium  de  Berwe  10  marc. 
Domui  de  Berlich  3 mar.  Ad  fabricam  ecclefisde  Bokland  20  marc.  Domui  de  Caninton  5 marc.  Ad  con- 
ftruendum hofpitale  apud  Well.  500  marc.  Hofpitali  Bath  7 marc.  & dim.  Domui  leproforum  extra,  Bath  3 
marc.  Leprofis  extra  Ivelceftr.  3 marc.  Monialibus  de  Stodleg  in  Oxenfordfire  7 marc.  & dim.  Magiftro  Johi., 
de  Ebor.  nifi  a me  beneficiatus  fuerit,  cent.  marc.  Filiabus  Willielmi  de  Stratton.  300  marc,  ad  eas  maritandas 
Puellae  de  Sco  Edward  130  marc,  ad  fe  maritandam.  Puero  de  Evercrich40  marc,  ad  eum  exhibend.  Paupe- 
ribus  de  confanguinitate  mea  100  marc.  Volo  autem  quodreftituantur  hominibus  meis  tarn  militibus  quam  aliis, 
fafla  mihi  reftitutioqe  quae  me  & eos  contingit,  omnia  quae  ab  eis  capta  funt  injufte  in  hoc  interdifto.  Item  lego 
Canonicis  de  Morton  20  marc.  Canonicis  de  Sea  Barbara  20  marc.  Pro  anima  filii  Stephani  perfonae  de  Doke- 
mersf.  7 marc.  & dim.  Autem  teftamenti  mei  exccutores  conftituo  Dominum  Bath.  & Magiftrum  Hel  de 
Derham  ad  recipiend.  omnia  & diftribuend.  ut  praedixi,  & Dominum  Cant.  & confratres  & co-epifcopales 
meos  rogo,  quatenus  pro  Deo  & honorc  ecclefiae  Dei,  & pro  falute  animarum  fuarum  & mea  cum  requiliti 
fuerint  confiiium  & auxilium  efheax  apponant  ut  hoc  teftamentum  meum  compleatur.  Quod  autem  ultra  haec 
omnia  praedifta  remanferit  tarn  de  his  quae  mihi  reftituenda  funt,  quam  de  aliis  bonis  meis  & his  quae  mihi 
debentur,  volo  quod  per  praediflos  executores  mei  teftamenti  diftribuantur  pro  anima  mea  tam  pauperibus  per 
Epifeopatum  Lincoln,  quam  alibi  ficut  magis  viderint  expedite.  Ad  haec  lego  ad  fabricam  Eccleftae  Well.  300 
marc.  & ad  commune  ecclefiae  ipfius  augmentandum  tam  ad  opus  Vicariorum  quam  Canonicorum  300  marc. ; 
ct  40  marc,  diftribuendas  Vicariis  ecclefix  memorats.  Aft.  apud  Sanftum  Martinum  de  Garcnn.  in  die  Sci 
Bricii  pontificatus  mei  3' ',  prefentibus  Dno  J.  Bath  Epifeopo,  magiftro  Hel  de  Derham,  magiftro  Joh.  de  Ebor. 
magiftro  Rcgin.  de  Celtr.  magiftro  Willielmo  Rogero  & tiel  capellanis,  Petro  de  Cic.  & Will.  deHam.” 

* Inq.  ad  quod  Damn.  Excerpt,  e Regift.  V/ellen. 
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Bafilia  der^iton  ilicceeded  the  fame  year,  and  died  June  13,  1340. 

Juliana  de  Grandy  was  elefted  Aug.  12,  1340. 

Agnes  Walim,  priorefs  eledl,  confirmed  Od.  20,  1348. 

Joan  Panes  was  priorefs  1400. 

Margery  Fitz-Nichol,  refigned  Sept.  2,  1410. 

Johanna  Stabler,  May  20,  1432. 

Agnes  Leveregge,  1463. 

Ifabella  Cogan,  March  2,  1511.^ 

The  revenues  of  this  priory  were  valued  in  1426  at  four  marks,  and  ’26  Henry  VIII. 
at  23I.  14s.  3d. 

After  its  fuppreffion  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign  granted  the 
houfe  and  the  demefne  lands  to  John  Drew  of  Briftol,  efq;  for  twenty-one  years  at  the 
rent  of  5I.  is.  8d.  This  Drew  converted  the  old  building  into  a good  dwelling-houfe." 
22  May,  36  Henry  VIII.  the  King  granted  the  reverfion  of  the  above  premifes,  and 
alfo  the  manor  of  Minchin-Barrow,  and  the  redory  of  Minchin-B arrow  and  Barrow- 
Gournay,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church  and  the  rent  before  referved,  to  William 
Clarke,  efqj  and  his  heirs.  Chriftophef  Clarke,  fon  and  heir  of  the  faid  William  Clarke, 
9 Nov.  44  Eliz.  fold  the  above  manor,  &c.  to  Francis  James,  LL.D.  and  Blanch  his 
wife,  and  the  heirs  of  the  faid  Francis.  13  July,  ii  Car.  I.  Francis  fon  of  the  faid 
Francis  James  conveyed  the  fame  to  Sir  Francis  Dodington,  knt.  and  John  his  fon, 
and  the  heirs  of  the  faid  John.  16  July  1659,  Sir  Francis  Dodington  and  John  his 
fon  fold  the  above  to  William  Gore,  efq;  and  his  heirs. 

Which  William  Gore  was  fecond  fon  of  John  Gore,  of  Gilfton  in  Hertfordlhire,  efq; 
and  died  July  10,  1662,  leaving  iflue 

Sir  Thomas  Gore,  knt.  his  fon  and  heir.'  He  married  Philippa  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Sir  Giles  Tooker,  of  Maddington  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  by  whom  he  had  two 
fons,  William  and  Edward. 

William  died  in  1718,  and  left  ilfue  another  William,  who  died  in  1769  without  ilfue. 

Edward  Gore,  the  other  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  married  Arabella  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Sir  John  Smyth,  by  whom  he  left  iffuetwo  fons,  John  and  Edward. 

John,  the  eldeft,  is  the  prefent  polfeflbr  of  Barrow- Court,  and  refides  in  the  manor- 
houfe,  a good  old  building  near  the  church. 

Edward  Gore,  the  fecond  fon,  is  of  Kiddington  in  Oxfordlhire.  He  married  Barbara, 
the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  George  Browne,  bart.  and  relift  of  Sir  Edward  Moftyn, 
of'Talacre  in  the  county  of  Flint,  bait,  by  whom  he  has  living  three  fons,  William 
Gore  Langton,  John,  and  Charles.  The  arms  of  Gore  are,  Guks,  a feffe  between  three 
crofs  croflets  fitchee  or. 

The  living  of  Barrow  is  a donative  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  and 
m the  patronage  of  John  Gore,  efq.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

® Lei.  lun.  vii.  106. 
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The  church  is  a fmall  building,  confiding  of  a nave,  chancel,  and'^Jth  aile.  At 
the  weft  end  is  a tower  containing  three  bells.  \ 

In  the  upper  window  on  the  north  fide  of  the  altar  are  thefe  arms;  i.  Barry  wavy  of 
fix  argeni  and  gules:  Bayoufe.  2.  Argent ^ two  chevrons  Jable^  between  three  rofes^^/^j, 
feeded  or:  Drew.  3.  Argent^  three  cinquefoils  per  pale  a-zure  and  gules:  Choke, 
Argent,  a chevron  fable  between  three  lions  dormant  coward  gules : Lyons. 

In  the  window  over  the  altar,  j.  Quarterly  per  fefle  indented  argent  and  azure,  in 
the  firft  quarter  a mullet  : A6ton.  2.  Effaced. 

Over  the  north  porch,  and  eaft  window,  on  the  outfide  of  the  church,  are  two 
fhields,  bearing  on  a bend  between  two  lions  rampant  three  efcallop  fhells:  Clarke. 

Againft  the  eaft  waU  of  the  chancel  is  a handfome  marble  monument  with  the  fol- 
lowing infcription : — 

**  Under  the  altar  are  depofited  the  remains  of  Edward  Gore,  efq;  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gore,  knight,  (by  Philippa,  filler  and  coheirefs  to  Sir  Giles  Tooker,  bart.  of  Mad- 
dington  in  Wiltfhire)  and  fecond  in  paternal  defcent  from  Sir  John  Gore,  knight,  of 

Gilfton  in  Hertfordfhire,  who  was  lord-mayor  of  London  1624. Whitleigh  and 

Aldrington  in  Wiltfhire  were  the  ancient  feats  of  the  Gores,  from  the  5th  year  of  King 
Edward  the  Third  for  many  centuries;  from  this  flock  fprung  feveral  flourifhing 
branches,  particularly  the  Gores  of  Hertfordfhire,  who  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood for  their  diftinguilhed  loyalty,  and  firm  attachment  to  King  Charles  the  Firft. 

“ In  a grave  adjoining  is  alfo  interred  his  wife  Arabella,  filler  and  one  of  the 
coheirs  of  Sir  John  Smyth,  of  Long-Afhton,  baronet,  who  by  maternal  exti'aflion 
was  lineally  defcended  from  Mowbrey  firft  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  Earls  Poulett 
and  Afhburnham  families. 

“ Edward  and  Arabella  Gore  were  both  eminently  confpicuous  for  their  piety,  be- 
nevolence and  charity,  refignation  and  humility,  and  all  thofe  Chriftian  graces,  which 
eclipfe  the  luflre  even  of  an  honourable  anceftry.  He  died  Sept.  18,  A.  D.  1742, 
ast.  70.  She,  061.  27,  1748,  set.  48.  They  left  iflue  two  fons,  John  and  Edward.” 

Arms : Quarterly,  firll  and  fourth.  Gules,  a fefle  between  three  crofs  croflets  fitchee, 
or  for  Gore.  Second  and  third,  vert,  on  a bend  engrailed  argent  three  body-hearts, 
gules:  Tooker.  On  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence,  gules,  on  a chevron  between  three 
cinquefoils  argent,  as  many  leopards’  faces  fable:  Smyth. 

In  the  fouth  aile  is  a monument  of  white,  grey,  and  Sienna  marble,  whereon  in  two 
arched  recefles  are  the  effigies  of  Dr.  Francis  James  and  his  wife  kneeling;  he  in  a 
counfellor’s  robe  and  large  white  ruff,  with  four  boys  behind  him,  and  over  him  on  a 
fhield.  Sable,  a dolphin  embowed  between  three  croffes  botonycr;  James.  She  is 
attired  in  black,  and  has  five  girls  kneeling  behind  her,  and  above.  Sable,  three  gaunt- 
lets, argent.  Underneath  is  this  infcription: 

. “ Here  lieth  the  body  of  Francis  James,  Dr.  of  Lawe,  one  of  the  mailers  of  the 
high  court  of  chancery,  judge  of  the  court  of  audience  of  the  lord  archbifliop  of 

Canterbury, 
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Canterbury,  and  chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Bath  and  Wells  j who  living  was  wor- 
thily beloved  of  all  honeft  men,  and  dead  hartely  of  them  deplored.  He  dibd  26 
March,  i6i6j  in  whofe  rememberancc  Blanch  James  his  beloved  wife  did  ereft  this 
monument.” 

On  an  old  mural  monument  of  ftone  againfl:  the  eaft  wall;  M.  S.  Gemmulam 
viator,  quam  hie  fubtus  capfulatam  cernis,  Catherina  Bampfyldia  eft,  ex  honeftiflima 
Sydenhamorum  familia  oriunda,  nupta  non  data  Jofepho  Bampfyld,  facratiffimas 
Caroli  Britannici  Majeftati  A Chiliarchis:  femina,  Deo  fuo  chariflima;  bonis  omnibus 
defideratiflima;  utqui  pietatis  omnis  religionisque,  maximum,  ft  non  exemplar  unicum. 
Quae  poll  plurimas  temporum  fortunarumque  viciftitudines,  poll  maximas  morborum 
aegritudinumque  procellasi  poft  labores  mafcule  exantlatos,  omnes  et  fmgulos;  hie 
tandem  in  Dno  placide  obdormit.  Ob*  Aug.  12,  1657.”  Arms:  On  a bend  three 
mullets,  Bampfyld:  impaled  with  three  rams  paflant,  Sydenham. 


B U T C O M B E* 

Stands  on  the  fide  of  a lonely  valley,  about  three  miles  weft  from  Chew-Stoke, 
and  the  fame  diftance  eaft  from  Wrington. 

This  parilh  comprehends  feveral  manors  ^ whereof  that  of  Butcombe  belonged  at  the 
Conqueft  to  the  bifhop  of  Coutances,  and  was  thus  furveyed; 

Fulcran  holds  of  the  bifliop,  Budicome.  Elward  Feld  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  tliree  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
one  carucate,  and  two  fervants,  and  eleven  villanes,  and  four  cottagers, . with  five 
“ ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  twenty  pence  rent,  and  ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty 
■“  acres  of  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  four  pounds.”^ 

After  this  manor  lapfed  to  the  crown  by  the  demife  of  the  bifhop  of  Coutances,  it 
was  granted  to  one  of  the  name  of  Bodicombe,  of  whom  Walter  de  Budecumbe  and 
Robert  his  fon  pofiTefled  it  before  1113,  whence  pafling  into  the  family  of  Mohun,  it 
was  about  the  year  1200  given  to  Sir  Richard  de  Perceval,  anceftor  of  the  PerCevals 
of  Wefton  in  Gordano,  in  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  William  de  Mohun,  lord 
of  Dunfter,  and  afterwards  Earl  of  Somerfet.**  John  de  Perceval,  grandfon  of 
this  Sir  Richard  de  Perceval  was  a great  patron  and  benefadlor  to  monafteries,  and 
among  other  donations  granted  to  the  monks  of  the  Ciftertian  abbey  of  Thame  in 
Oxfordfhire,  one  yard-land  in  this  village,  adjoining  on  the  north  fide  to  a certain 
plough-land,  which  the  faid  monks  received  formerly  of  the  gift  of  Richard  de 
Perceval,  his  grandfather,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  for  the  rebuilding  a certain 
houfe  there  belonging  to  the  abbot  and  convent,  for  the  welfare  of  King  Henry,  fon  of 

* I-ib.  Domefday.  0 Cart.  Anti<j. 
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John  his  lord,  and  that  of  all  his  predeceffors  and  fucceflbrs,  that  he  and  they  might 
be  partakers  of  all  the  benefits  and  alms  which  had  been,  or  fhould  be  made  from  the 
days  of  the  apofcles  to  the  end  of  time;  willingly  and  firmly  enjoining,  that  the  faid 
alms  fhould  be  free  of  all  fecular  fervices  whatfoever.  This  deed  bears  date  at  Stowell, 
and  was  witnelTed  by  Robert  and  Hugh,  brothers  of  the  faid  John  de  Perceval,  Robert 
de  CJien,  Edward  de  Bofco,  Roger,  John,  and  Afcelin,  his  fons;  Mailer  Thomas  de 
Kenn,  and  others/ 

In  this  family  of  Perceval  the  manor  ofButcombe  continued  in  the  male  line  till  the 
time  of  King  William  III.  when  it  fell  to  Anne,  foie  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Thomas 
Perceval,  who  being  twice  married,  fiift  to  Evan  Lloyd,  of  the  county  of  Salop, 
efq;  and  afterwards  to  Thomas  Salifbury,  of  Flintfliire,  efq;  confented  at  different  times, 
in  fiivour  of  her  two  hufbands,  to  part  with  her  inheritance.'* 

The  manor  of  Butcombe  was  held  by  the  fervice  of  half  a knight’s  fee  of  John  le 
Sor,  and  the  profits  of  the  manor  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  are  fet  down  at  the  fum  of 
two  fnillings.' 

The  manor  of  Thrubwell,  or  Trobbewell,  partly  in  this  parifh,  and  partly  in  that 
of  Nemnet,  and  fo  called  from  ‘Thrub-JVell,  a fpringrifing  in  the  latter,  came  into  the 
family  of  Perceval  by  the  marriage  of  Joan,  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  de  Britafhe,  with 
Roger  lord  Perceval,  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  The  hamlet  had  been  the  habitation 
of  the  family  of  Britafhe,  or  Bretefche,  for  many  generations.  They  are  faid  to  have 
proceeded  originally  from  a younger  branch  of  the  ancient  Counts  of  Guifnes  in  Flan- 
ders; but  they  probably  derived  their  appellation  from  a fmall  manor  in  the  parifh  of 
Street  near  Glaftonbury  called  Briitejayjhe,  where  once  they  had  the  chief  of  their  pof- 
feffions.  24  Henry  II.  Richard  de  Bretefche,  lord  of  this  manor,  was  fined  ten  marks 
for  trefpaffes  committed  by  him  in  the  King’s  forefts,^  He  died  10  Ric.  I.  A.D.  1 1 98, 
leaving  iffue 

John  de  Bretefche  his  fon  and  heir,  who  married  Margaret,  widow  of  Warin  de 
Ralege,  and  daughter  of  Lord  Boteler  of  Overley-.  3 Hen.  III.  he  is  found  entering 
into  a compofition  with  Adam  Gianne  and  Anne  his  wife,  concerning  certain  lands  in 
Crewkerne,  part  of  the  dowry  of  the  faid  Margaret  from  her  former  hufband.®  In  the 
fame  reign  he  was  witnefs  to  a charter  of  Richard  earl  of  Cornwall,  the  King’s  brother, 
whereby  he  granted  liberty  throughout  his  whole  eftate  in  Cornwall  to  the  abbot  and 
monks  of  Cleve  in  this  county.*'  In  the  23d  year  of  the  fame  reign  he  exchanged  his 
right  of  common  in  Heygrove^  with  the  mafler  of  St.  John’s  hofpital  in  Redcliff-pit,‘ 
for  one  yard-land  in  Thrubwell,  formerly  held  by  Walter  Fitz-Norman,  and  for  half 
a yard-landy  which  the  faid  John  held  of  the  gift  of  Elias  Fitz-William,  agreeing  to  pay 
ten  fhillings  and  fixpence  to  the  faid  mafter,  in  lieu  of  all  fervices  otherwile  due  for  the 
faid  lands.  27  Henry  III.  he  is  recorded  for  non-appearance  before  the  juftices  itine- 
rant, in  the  hundreds  of  Chew,  Wellow,  Portbury,  Elareclive,  and  Chewton,"'  in  all 
which  hundreds  he  pofiefled  eftates.  Not  long  after  this  he  occurs  witnefs  to  a deed 

' Cart.  Antiq.  in  Bibl.  Cotton.  Houfe  of  Yvery,  i.  455.  ' Efc.  ' Rot.  Pip.  24  Hen.  II. 

* Rot.  Fin.  3 Hen.  III.  Mon.  Angl.  i.  531.  ‘ Fin.  Somers.  23  Hen.  HI.  “ Plac.  Coron.  27  Hen.  HI. 
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of  Geoffrey  de  Craucombe,  whereby  he  granted  his  manor  of  Craucombe  in  this 
county  to  the  church  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary  of  Studley  in  the  county  of  Oxford.* 

To  him  fucceeded  John  de  Bretefche  his  fon  and  heir,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Thrub- 
well,  which  he  held  of  Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  by  the  fervice  of  half  a 
knight’s  fee.”  The  profits  of  the  court  were  valued  at  tv/o  fhillings.  This  John  42 
Henry  III.  prefented  William  de  Sodden  to  William  Briton,  chief  juftice  of  the  foreft, 
to  be  his  woodward  of  the  foreft  of  Winford,  who  was  admitted  accordingly."  47  Hen. 
III.  he  joined  with  his  wife  Engeretta  in  a grant  to  William  Bozun  and  his  heirs  of 
one  meffuage  and  three  furlongs  of  arable  land  in  Heathfield  in  this  county,  as  alfo  two 
furlongs  and  a tenement  in  Ford;  referving  an  acknowledgment  of  two  barbed  arrows, 
or  in  lieu  thereof  one  penny,  to  be  paid  annually  at  Eafter.°  He  died  15  Edw.  I, 
leaving  iftue  one  foie  daughter  and  heir,  Joan,  married  (as  above  faid)  to  Roger  lord 
Perceval  of  Butcombe,  progenitor  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Egmont.  The  arms  of 
Bretefche  were,  Sahle^  a lion  rampant  argent^  double  queued,  crowmed  or. 

The  family  of  Clevedon  had  alfo  pofleflions  in  Thrubwell^and  Butcombe,  as  had 
alfo  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Flaxley  in  Gloucefterfhire ; and  the  hofpital  of  St.  John 
in  Redcliff-pit  in  Briftol  had  alfo  a manor  within  this  parifh,  which  after  the  diffolu- 
tion  was  granted  to  George  Owen,  efq;  tlie  King’s  phyfician,’’  together  with  the  re<ftory 
and  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Butcombe  belonging  to  the  fame  hofpital.  After 
which  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  Butcombe  were  in  the  family  of  Bufli,  and  pafled 
by  the  widow  of  John  Bufh,  efq;  in  marriage  to  William-Mann,  of  London,  efq;  whofe 
grandfon  Francis  Mann,  of  Kidlington  in  Oxfordfhire,  efq;  fold  the  fame,  29  Sept.  1735, 
to  Mr.  Richard  Plaifter,  whofe  fon  John  Plaifter  conveyed  it  to  John  Curtis,  efq; 
whofe  fon  fold  it,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  living,  to  John  Savery,  efq;  the  prefent 
pofleflbr.  The  manor-houfe,  fftuated  near  the  edge  of  Broadfield-down,  was  nearly 
demoliftied  in  the  rebellion  of  the  laft  century. 

The  manor  of  Aldwick,  anciently  Aldvic^  or  the  old  town,  is  alfo  partly  within  this 
parifti  and  partly  within  that  of  Blagdon.  It  belonged  in  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror  to  Serlo  de  Burci,  who  was  likewife  lord  of  Blagdon: 

“ Walter  holds  of  Serlo,  Aldvic.  Almar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
‘‘  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
“ and  two  fervants,  and  four  villanes,  and  one  cottager.  There  is  a mill  of  three 

fhillings  rent,  and  fifteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  forty-nine  acres  of  wood.  It  was 
“ formerly  and  is  now  worth  forty  fhillings.'* 

It  was  afterwards  held  by  the  Martins,  lords  of  Blagdon;  but  in  the  time  of  Hen.  V. 
it  was  held  by  Sir  Thomas  Brook,  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  of  Graces  near  the  tower 
of  London.  Of  the  fame  abbey  it  was  held  21  Henry  VI.  by  Thomas  de  Chedder; 
but  afterwards  of  the  Duke  of  Exeter.'  By  a coheirefs  of  Thomas  de  Chedder  it 
pafled  in  marriage  to  Sir  John  Newton,  knt.  and  from  him  defcended  to  Richard 

‘ Mon.  Ang.  i.  487.  Lib.  Feod.  " Plac.  Foreft.  in  com.  Som.  42  Flen.  III. 

” Rot.  Fin.  47  Hen.  III.  r Ter.  Sydenham.  Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Efc. 
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Newton  his  fon,  whofe  coheirefs  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Giles  Capel,  knt.  It  is 
now  the  property  of  Samuel  Baker,  efq. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  ReddifF  and  Bedminfter,  and  in  the  gift  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bere  js  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  and  is  a fmall  ftrudure,  confifting  of  a 
nave,  chancel,  and  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide,  leaded.  On  the  fame  fide  is  a ftrong  em- 
battled tower,  containing  three  bells. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a fmall  monument  to  the  merriory  of  Richard 
Humphreys,  rector  of  this  church,  who  died  Nov.  15,  A.  D.  1716.  And  in  the  floor, 
a memorial  for  Thomas  Powell,  another  reftor,  Avho  died  Feb.  23, 1681,  aged  90. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  chapel  is  a monument  of  white  marble  to  the  memory  of 
" Richard  Plaifter,  gent,  who  died  Jan.  14,  1756,  aged  65.  Alfo  three  of  his  children 
by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  viz.  Martha,  Henry,  and  Rebecca.  Alfo  of  John  Plaifter, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  above  Richard  Plaifter,  who  died  Feb.  10,  1760,  aged  36.  Alfo  of 
Elizabeth,  relid  of  the  faid  Richard  Plaifter,  who  died  Jan.  i,  1767,  aged  71, 

In  the  fame  chapel  there  is  alfo  another  marble  monument, — " In  memory  of  Mary 
wife  of  Richard  Plaifter,  who  died  the  nth  of  March  1777,  aged  29  years.  Alfo  of 
three  of  their  children,  John,  Richard,  and  Mary,  who  died  In  their  infancy.” 

In  the  chancel  windows  are  fome  good  figures  in  painted  glafs,  and  the  initials  W.  R. 

In  the  church-yard  ftands  an  old  decayed  crofs. 


This  parilli,  the  name  of  which  has  been  written  Calviche^  Chelvinchj  Cheveldly  niche, 
and  Chelvy,  lies  one  mile  to  the  right  of  the  feventh  mile  ftone,  in  the  road  from 
Briftol  to  Yatton.  Its  fituation  is  in  a woody  flat;  the  lands  good,  and  moftly  pafture. 

It  was  anciently  the  land  of  Matthew  de  Moretaine,  and  was  held  of  him  by  one 
Rumaldus,  a perfon  probably  fubfervient  to  him  in  his  domeftick  affairs  r 

" Rumald  holds  of  Matthew,  Calviche.  Torchil  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
**  one  carucate,  and  two  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  four  cottagers  with  two 
**  ploughs.  There  are  fix  acres  of  coppice  wood.  It  was  and  is  now  worth  forty 
“ fhillings. 

" From  this  m.anor  is  taken  away  one  virgate  of  land,  which  Torchil  held  with  the 
land  abovementioned.  The  bifhop  of  Coutances  holds  it.”* 

Sir  Richard  de  Adton,  knt.  was  poflefled  of  Chelvy  in  the  time  of  Edw.  III.**  He 
was  a great  benefador  to  the  monaftery  of  Barrow.'  He  left  iflfue  William  de  Adon, 
* Lib.  Domefday,  •*  Efc.  35  Ed.  III.  * Eat.  Ed.  Ill, 
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whofe  daughter  and  heirefs  Alice  brought  it  to  the  family  of  Perceval,  in  which  it  con- 
tinued for  many  generations.  In  the  reign  of  Plenry  VI I L it  was  in  the  family  of 
Aifshe.  Richard  Aifshe  by  Margaret  his  wife  was  father  of  John  and  Hugh.  John, 
the  eldeft,  died  19  Aug.  32  Henry  VI 11.  feized  of  this  manor,  Midghill,  Tickenham, 
and  Compton-Bilhop/  leaving  iffue  one  fon  John,  and  two  daughters  Joan  and  Mary. 
John  married  Ifabel  the  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Gorges,  knt.  and  filter  of  Anne 
the  wife  of  Edward  Tynte,  efq;  who  purchafed  this  manor,  and  was  buried  in  the 
parilh  church. 

The  faid  Edward  Tynte  died  in  1629,  leaving  iffue  five  Tons,  and  two  daughters. 
John  the  eldeft  married  Jane,  daughter  and  heir  of  Hugh  Halfwell,  of  Halfwell  in  this 
county,  D.  D.  and  was  father  of 

Halfwell  Tynte,  efqi  created  a baronet  of  Great-Britain  by  Charles  Hi  He  married 
Grace,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Robert  Fortefcue,  of  Filleigh  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
efqj  by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  Grace,  and  four  fons,  Halfwell,  Fortefcue,  John, 
and  Robert. 

The  two  eldeft  dying  without  iffue,  John  the  third  fon  fucceeded  to  the  title  and 
eftateon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1702,  and  married  Jane  eldeft  daughter  ofSir  Charles 
Kemeys,  of  Keven-Mabley  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  bart.  He  died  in  1710, 
leaving  iffue  three  fons.  Halfwell,  John,  and  Charles-Kemeys,  and  one  daughter  Jane. 

Sir  Halfwell  Tynte,  bart.  his  eldeft  fon  and  fucceffor,  was  ele<5ted  i Geo.  II.  a 
reprefentative  in  parliament  for  Bridgwater.  He  married  Maiy,  daughter  and  heir  of 
John  Walters,  of  Brecknock,  efq;  by  whom  he  had  iffue  two  daughters,  who  both  died 
young,  and  was  fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by  his  eldeft  brother 

Sir  John  Tynte,  bart.  who  was  redlor  of  Goathurft  in  this  county,  and  died  un- 
married in  1740,  whereupon  the  dignity  and  patrimonial  inheritance  devolved  on  his 
only  furviving  brother 

Sir- Charles  Kemeys  Tynte,  bart.  LL.D.  who  was  eledled  knight  of  the  fliire  for 
this  county  in  feveral  parliaments,  and  was  colonel  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  the 
Somerfet  militia.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  and  coheir  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bufby, 
but  dying  without  iffue.  in  1785,  the  eftate  became  vefted  in  John  Johnfon,  efq;  who 
married  his  niece,  and  is  the  prefent  poffeffor  of  this  manor.  He  has  affumed  the 
name  of  T ynte.® 

The  manor-houfe,  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Tyntes,  is  a very  large  old  ftrudlure, 
and  had  a park  adjoining  thereto,  a warren,  and  a fwanery,  all  now  appropriated  to 
other  ufes.  In  this  houfe  there  are  many  good  apartments,  well  wainfcoted,  with 
handfome  cornices  gilt,  and  elegant  cielings;  but  they  are  all  now  locked  up,  and  the 
windows  blinded;  only  fo  much  of  it  being  inhabited,  as  is  neceffary  for  the  farmer’s 
ufe  who  occupies  it. 

Midghill  was  the  land  of  the  blfliop  of  Coutances; 

*’  Incj.  poll  mart.  Job.  Aifshe.  « For  the  Arms  of  Tynte,  fee  vol.  i.  p.  83. 
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Lewin  halds  of  the  bifhop,  Megele.  Almar  held  It  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  tw'o  carucates,  and  there  are  two  villanes, 
and  three  cottagers,  and  one  fervant,  and  fix  acres  of  meadow.  It  was  worth  four 
fhillings,  now  twenty  fhillings,” 

It  afterwards  defcended  with  the  matior  of  Chelvy. 

The  church  of  Chelvy  is  a reflory,  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter.  The 
lord  of  the  manor  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parfons  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Bridget,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fouth  aile  (belong- 
ing to  the  Tynte  family)  covered  with  tile.  A fquare  tower  Hands  at  the  weft  end 
containing  one  bell.  There  are  fome  fmall  remains  of  painted  glafs  in  the  windows. 

On  the  floor  are  thefe  infcriptlons : Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Edward  Tynte,  efq; 

lord  of  this  manor  by  his  own  purchafe,  who  married  Anne  the  daughter  of  Sir  Edward 
Gorges,  of  Wraxall,  knight;  by  whome  he  had  iftue  5 fons  and  2 daughters.  He 
departed  this  mortal  lyfe  the  i6th  of  Dec.  1629,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age. 

‘‘  Here  refteth  the  body  of  Anne  the  wife  of  Edward  Tynte,  efq;  and  daughter  of 
Sir  Edward  Gorges,  who  deceafed  Dec.  24,  1660. 

Here  refteth  the  body  of  Robert  Tynte,  gent,  who  knowing  God  in  his  youth, 
madehafte  to  his  Redeemer;  May  13,  1636,  aged  16.” 

In  the  chancel  floor: Depofitum  Gulielmi  Gregoril,  artium  magiftri,  redoris 

iftius  ecclefite,  qui  mortalitatem  exuens,  coelo  natus  eft  die  28  Odob.  A.  D.  1667. 
iEtat.  77.” 
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HIS  place  (like  moft  others)  has  been  varioufly  written,  as  Nim.et,  Nempnett, 


1 Nemlet,  Emnet,  and  Emet,  the  etymology  of  all  which  is  extremely  uncertain. 
It  is  a parifh  fituated  twelve  miles  fouthweft  from  Briftol,  and  fix  eaft  from  Wrington, 
on  high  land,  but  full  of  deep  hollows  pleafingly  intermingled  with  wood.  Here  are 
two  hamlets : 

1.  West-Town,  Handing  a mile  and  a half  weftward  from  the  church;  and  con- 
taining three  houfes. 

2.  Whitling-Street,  fouthweft,  feven  houfes. 

In  this  parifh,  but  on  the  borders  of  that  of  Butcombe,  and  at  a fmall  diftance 
eaftward  from  that  parifh  church.  Hands  a large  tumulus^  or  barrow,  fixty  yards  in 
length,  twenty  in  breadth,  and  fifteen  in  height,  and  covered  on  its  top  witti  afii-trees, 
briars,  and  thick  fhrubs.  On  opening  it  fome  time  ago,  its  compofition  throughout 
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was  found  to  be  a mafs  of  ftones,  fupported  on  each  fide  lengthwife  a wall  of  thin 
flakes.  The  diftance  between  the  two  walls  is  about  eight  feet,  and  the  intermediate 
fpace  is  filled  up  with  two  rows  of  cells,  or  cavities,  formed  by  very  large  ftones  fet 
edgewife:  Thefe  cells,  the  entrance  into  which  is  at  the  fouth  end,  run  in  a diredion 
from  north  to  fouth j and  are  divided  from  each  other  by  vaft  ftones  placed  on  their 
edges,  and  covered  with  others  ftill  larger  by  way  of  architrave.  In  one  of  them 
were  found  feven  fculls,  one  quite  perfe6t;  in  another  a vaft  heap  of  fmali  human 
bones,  and  horfes’  teetli^  All  the  cells  are  not  yet  opened;  and  as  no  coins,  or  any 
other  reliques  but  the  abovementioned,  have  hitherto  been  difcovered,  it  cannot 
be  afcertained  at  what  period  this  receptacle  of  mortality  was  conftrufted;  however, 
it  undoubtedly  is  one  of  the  nobleft  fepulchres  of  the  kind  in  Great-Britain;  and  pro- 
bably contains  the  fragments  of  many  brave  chieftains,  whom  fome  fatal  battle  near  the 
fpot  forbad  to  revifit  their  natal  country.  The  field  in  which  this  barrow  ftands  has 
from  time  immemorial  been  called  the  Fairy  field ; and  the  common  people  fay  that 
ftrange  noifes  have  been  heard  underneath  the  hill,  and  vifions,  portentous  to  children, 
have  been  feen  waving  in  the  thickets  which  crown  its  fummit. 

The  village  of  Nemnet  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Conqueror’s  furvey.  It  was  always 
heretofore  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Regilbury  in  this  parifti,  and  held  by  the 
families  of  Martin  and  Perceval  for  feveral  generations,  of  the  abbot. of  Flaxley,  chief 
lord  of  that  manor.  After  the  diftblution  of  monafteries,  that  manor,  with  lands  and 
appertenances  in  Nemnet,  Blagdon,  Winford,  Butcombe,  and  Regilbury,  was  granted 
by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  34th  year  of  his  reign  to  Sir  Anthony  Kingfton,  whofe  fon 
Edward  Kingfton  7 Eliz.  fold  it  to  Edward  Barnard,  elq;  and  he  the  year  following 
conveyed  the  fame  to  Edward  Baber,  efq;  ferjeant  at  law,  and  his  heirs.  From  him 
defcended  Edward  Baber,  efqj  who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  and 
tranfmitted  this  with  other  eftates  to  Sir  Halfwell  Tynte  his  next  heir;  from  whom  it 
defcended  to  the  late  Sir  Charles  Kemeys  Tynte,  bart.  and  his  heirs. 

The  manor-houfe  is  a large  old  building,  called  Regilbury-houfe,  and  is  famous  for 
being  fometime  the  retirement  of  Sir  William  Wyndham. 

On  the  confines  of  this  parifh  and  that  of  Chew-Stoke  is  an  old  manor  called 
Beaucham-Stoks  (corruptly  Bichen-Stoke)  from  the  family  of  Beauchamp,  or  de  Bello 
Campo,  who  once  poflefiTed  it.  It  was  always  held  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter.  In 
the  time  of  Edw.  I.  Robert  de  Walton  and  his  heirs  held  the  tenth  part  of  one  knight’s 
fee  here.^  1 9 Edw.  11.  William  Martin  held  a fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee  in  Bycheme- 
ftok,  which  Peter  de  San6la  Cruce  formerly  held  in  demefne.'’  23  Edw.  III.  the  heir 
of  John  de  Leycefter  held  the  tenth  part,  and  Philip  le  Walleis  the  fourth  part  of  a 
fee  in  Bichenftoke.  By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Wells  23  Oft.  4 Henry  VIII.  it  was 
found  that  Thomas  Ive  died  feized  of  the  manor  of  Bechenftok,  and  that  he  held  the 
fame  of  the  King  as  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter.''  Mr.  Page,  now  or  late  of  Briftol, 
is  the  prefent  lord. 

* Lib.  Feod.  •’  Ibid.  ' Inq.  poll  mort.  Tho.  Ive, 
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Nemnet  is  a chapel  to  Compton-Martin  j the  church,  a fmall  ftrufture,  dedicated  to 
St.  Mary,  confifts  of  one  pace,  with  a tower,  newly  rebuilt,  at  the  weft  end,  which  con- 
tains five  bells.  , 

By  the  laft  will  of  Madam  Florence  Baber,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  April,  1713, 
was  given  to  this  parifti  the  fum  of  50I.  to  be  placed  out  at  intereftj  and  the  increafe 
and  profit  thereof  to  be  employed  in  binding  out  poor  children  apprentice  to  fome 
honeft  calling,  the  fame  to  remain  for  ever.” 


W I N F , O R D, 

(Anciently  a Forest) 

Stands  north  from  Nemnet,  in  a deep  narrow  vale,  bounded  by  high  hilly 
grounds,  well  cultivated  and  wooded  on  every  fide.'  It  comprizes  three  tithings, 
viz.  WiNFORD,  Regil,  and  Felton. 

The  former  is  furveyed  in  Domefday  Book  as  the  land  of  the  bilhop  of  Coutances: 

The  Bilhop  holds  Wenfre.  Alwold  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
*‘‘gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  twenty-two  carucates.  Of  this  Roger  holds 
“ four  hides,  Folcran  five  hides,  Colfuain  one  hide.  In  demefne  they  have  five  caru- 
“ cates,  and  there  are  feven  fervants,  and  nineteen  villanes,  and  twelve  cottagers,  with 
“ fourteen  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  forty  pence  rent,  and  twenty  acres  of  meadow. 
“ Pafture  two  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  Wood  one  mile  long,  and  two 
“ furlongs  broad.  The  whole  was  worth  nine  pounds  and  five  fhillingsj  now  twenty 
fhillings  more. 

“To  this  manor  is  added  one  hide,  which  Aluric  held  in  the  time  of  King  Edward. 
“ Now  Colfuain  holds  it  of  the  bilhop,  and  has  there  two  ploughs,  and  two  cottagers, 
“ It  waSj^nd  is  worth  twenty-five  fhillings.”* 

In  the  time  of  Henry  H.  this  manor  was  in  the  poflefTion  of  Gilbert  D’Amorie,  or 
De  Aumari,  who  gave  fifteen  marks  for  the  livery  of  his  lands  within  this  parifh.** 
To  him  fucceeded  another  Gilbert,  Nicholas  and  Richard  De  Amorie;  but  in  the 
time  of  Henry  III.  and  Edw.  I.  Winford  was  the  eftate  of  the  families  of  Bayoufe 
and  Sor.  7 Edw.  II.  the  heirs  of  Edmund  Baflet  held  a moiety  of  this  manor  with 
the  alternate  prefentation  to  the  living,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee  of  the 
honour  of  Gloucefter,  and  the  other  moiety  was  held  in  a fimllar  manner  by  the  heirs 
of  John  Le  Sor.""  After  which  both  moieties  came  into  the  family  of  Rodney,  who 
are  certified  to  hold  the  hamlets  of  Winford  and  Felton,  as  members  and  parcel  of  the 
manor  of  Backwell,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Winford,  lands  called 

* Lib.  Domerday.  Rot.  Pip.  15  Hen.  II.  ‘ Lib.  Feod. 
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Hakker’s-Londs  in  Strode  within  the  pariih  ofWInford,  formerly  belonging  to  John 
Lanyardi  and  other  lands  and  tenements  in  the  faid  parilh.'*  In  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century  it  was  the  property  of  Matthew  Ducie  Morton,  of  Tortwohh  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  efq;  who  fold  it  to  Abraham  Elton,  efq;  afterwards  created  a 

baronet,  and  whofe  great  grandfon  Ifaac  Elton,  of  Stapleton,  efq;  is  the  prefent  owner. 

1 

The  manor  of  Regii*  was  in  the  Conqueror’s  time  the  land  of  SerIo‘de  Burci; 

“ Guntard  holds  of  Serlo,  Raciol.  Four  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
one  carucate,  with  one  fervant,  and  one  villane.  There  are  five  acres  of  meadow* 
and  five  acres  of  coppice  wood.  It  is  worth  thirty  fhillings. 

To  this  are  added  one  hide,  and  one  virgate  of  land.  A thane  held  It  freely  in 
the  time  of  King  Edward.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  Walter  holds  it  of  Serlo, 
" and  has  there  one  plough,  and  four  fervants,  with  one  villane,  and  one  cottager. 
There  are  three  acres  of  meadow, . and  three  furlongs  of  wood  in  length  and  breadth. 
It  was  formerly  worth  ten  fhillings,  now  thirty  fhillings.  This  land  did  not  belong 
**  to  Euuacre.”' 

A very  confiderable  part  of  this  place  was  given  to  the  Ciftertian  abbey  of  Flaxley 
in  Gloucefterfhire,  founded  by  Roger  earl  of  Hereford  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  I. 
and  thus  this  place  becan\e  a cell  to  that  monaftery.  In  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  the 
abbot  thereof  held  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee  in  Regil,  and  tjie  heir  of  Herbert 
de  St.  Quintin  the  moiety  of '^a  fee  in  the  fame  village  of  Hugh  Le  Difpenfer.*^  The 
convent  feems  afterwards  to  have  accumulated  large  pofTefTions  in  the  parifhes  of 
Winford,  Nemnet,  Butcombe,  and  Stoke,  and  to  have  held  moft  of  them  in  demefne. 

This  hamlet  Hands  on  Broadfield-Down  between  Winford  and  Nemnet. 

The  living  of  Winford  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfler,  and 
was  in  1292  valued  at  fifteen  marks.®  The  Rev.  Mr.  Webb  is  both  patron  and 
incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Pefer,  Is  a handfome  ftrufture, 
confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  fide  ailes',  and  porch,  all  covered  with  lead,  and  a ftately 
tower  at  the  weft  end  of  very  good  mafonry. 

At  the  northeaft  corner  of  the  fouth  aile,  formerly  ftood  a monument  (now  removed 
to  another  place)  whereon  lay  the  effigy  of  John  Cottrell  in  armour,  and  over  him 

this  epitaph: “ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Cottrell,  gentilman,  who  deceafed  the 

1 5th  day  of  July  in  the  yeare  1612.  Katherine  Cottrell,  the  wife  of  Triftram  Cottrell, 
efquier,  caufed  this  monument  to  be  made  in  the  year  1613.” 

Arms:  Argent ^ a bend  between  fix  efcallops Jahle.  Under  the  ftatue  in  the  work  of 
the  tomb  was  this  coat:  Party  per  fable  and  argent\  in  the.  chief  and  bafe  of 

the  Jahle  part,  three  trefoils  or, 

“ Efc.  18  Ed.  IV.  * Lib.  Domefday,  ' Lib.  Feed.  • Taxat.  Spirit* 
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In  the  upper  window  of  the  chancel  a coat  in  a round,  viz.  GuUst  a faltire  between 
four  faces  like  moons  or. 

On  a table  hanging  in  the  church,  is  the  following  lift  of  benefa£lions  to  this  parilh: 

L s.  d.  £ s.  d. 


1668,  William  Yorke  — 50 
J ohn  N orcot  of  Barrow  2 o 


Mr.  John  Cottrell  — 613  4 

John  Bulh  of  Regell  — 2 6 8 
Edward  Bulh  of  London  200 
By  the  church-yard  rifes  a fine  Ipring  which  never  fails,  forming  together  with  fome 
fmaller  fprings  a litde  river,  which  turns  a gunpowder-mill  and  a fnufF-mill,  and  then 
runs  through  Chew-Stoke  to  Chew-Magna  in  its  way  to  Keynfham,  where  it  joins 
the  Avon, 
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THE  HUNDRED  OF 


HOUNDSBOROUGH,  BERWICK,  and  COKER,  : 


Formerly  three  diftinft  hundreds;  now  only  one,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
county,  bordering  on  Dorfetftiire.  The  pariflies  which  conftitute  this  now 
undivided  diftrift,  were  anciently  diftributed  as  follows,  viz. 

I.  Houndsborough  Hundred  contained  Odcombey  EaJl~Chinnocky  Middle-Chinnockf 
Wejl-Chinnocky  Chi(felboroughy  Hajelboroughy  Norton-under-Hamderiy  and  North-P arret. 

2.  Berwick  Hundred  contained  Berwick,  and  Chilton-Cantelo. 

3.  Coker  Hundred  contained  Eaft-Cokery  Wefi-Coker,  Clofworthy  Hardington,  Pen-- 
domery  and  Sutton-Bingham, 

The  appellations  of  the  two  laft  hundreds  are  obvious  from  the  parifhes  they  recently 
diftinguilh ; but  that  of  the  firft  was  derived  from  a place,  now  altogether  depopulated, 
and  almoft  unknown,  lying  within  the  parifli  of  Odcombe,  between  which  place  and 
Yeovil  there  is  ftill  a fpot  called  HoundJborough-Crofs-y  and  near  it  a houfc  and  farm  of 
the  name  of  Homdjlon  or  Hounfden.  The  ancient  name  was  Hunefberge,  and  Huneref- 
burghj  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  787,  Kenulph,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  gave  it 
to  Tican,  abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  under  the  defcription  of  a vill,  fituated  on  the  eaftern 
ripe  of  the  Petride  or  Parret.®  King  William  the  Conqueror  took  it  from  the  abbey, 
and  ganted  it  to  Robert  earl  of  Morton,  whofe  fon  William  endowed  his  monaftery 
at  Montacute  with  both  the  church  and  manor  of  Hunefberge.'* 


Johan.  Glallon.  Hift.  i.  107. 


•’  Mon.  Angl.  i.  669, 
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This  is  a confiderable  parifli,  three  miles  weft  from  Yeovil,  and  fix  northeaft  from 
Crewkernci  it  forms  only  one  tithing,  but  is  divided  into  four  hamlets,  viz, 

1.  Hicher-Odcombe,  in  which  ftands  the  church.  This  part  contains  forty- 
fix  houfes, 

2.  Lower-Odcombe,  a ftreet  of  about  thirty-fix  houfes, 

3.  WooDHOusE,  half  a mile  weft,  three  houfes, 

4.  Westbury,  half  a mile  fouth,  two  houfes. 

The  whole  number  of  houfes  is  ninety-two,  and  of  inhabitants  nearly  five  hundred; 
the  parifh  is  rated  at  about  eleven  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  The  bailiff  for  the 
hundred  is  always  chofen  out  of  it,  and  here  alfo  is  kept  the  pound  for  eftrays. 

In  the  Conqueror’s  time  this  village  belonged  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  as  we  find  it 
recorded  in  the  furvey: 

“ Anfger  holds  of  the  Earl,  Udecome.  Edmer  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
**  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  caru- 
cates,  and  four  fervants,  and  ten  villanes,  and  fixteen  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs, 
**  There  is  a mill  of  the  rent  of  feven  {hillings  and  fixpence.  There  are  twenty  acres 
" of  meadow,  and  twelve  acres  of  pafture,  and  one  furlong  of  coppice  wood.  It  was 
“ and  is  worth  one  hundred  Ihillings.* 

It  was  one  of  thofe  manors  which  were  held  by  barony  of  the  honour  of  Oakhampton, 
and  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  was  poffeffed  by  William  de  Briwere,  or  de  Briewer,  a 
noble  baron,  whofe  father,  as  Camden  in  his  Britannia  writes,  was  fo  called  becaufe  he 
was  born  on  a bruerium  or  heath.  This  William  de  Briewer  having  much  intereft  at 
court,  and  being  a particular  favourite  of  Richard  I.  and  careffed  and  refpefled  by  all, 
raifed  a large  eftate,  and  his  daughters  (on  the  death  of  his  fon  without  iffue)  by  mar- 
riage with  the  families  of  Breofe,  Wake,  Mohun,  La-fert,  and  Percy,  carried  large 
poffeflions  into  thofe  families.'* 

This  manor  in  the  divifion  of  the  eftates  came  to  William  de  Breofe,  a perfon  of 
great  diftindlion,  who  was  murdered  by  Llewellin  prince  of  Wales.  Pie  left  iffue  four 
daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom  Maud  the  wife  of  Roger  Mortimer,  in  her  life  time, 
enfeoffed  Sir  William  Mortimer,  her  third  fon,  with  this  manor.  He  married  Hawife 
daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  de  Mufcegros,  and,  dying  without  iffue,  left  Edward  lord 
Mortimer  of  Wigmore,  his  elder  brother,  heir  to  his  eftate,  which  continued  in  the  male 
defendants  of  the  faid  Edmund  till  3 Hen.  VI.  at  which  time,  on  the  death  of  Edmund 
tlie  laftEarl  of  March  without  iffue,  it  paffed  by  an  heir  female  to  the  houfe  of  York. 
Whence  it  paffed  to  the  Lords  Zouch  ofHarringworth,  and  after  the  attainder  of  John 
lord  Zouch,  was  granted  by  Henry  VII.  to  Queen  Margaret  for  her  dower.*"  It  feveral 

* Lib.  Domefda/.  Britannia  in  Somerfetlhire,  new  edit,  by  Mr.  Gough,  p.  56.  ' Rot.  Pari. 
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times  afterwards  reforted  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, the  Earl  of  Hertford,  (in  whofe  fchedule  it  is  valued  at  5I.  2s.  8d/)  and  others. 
The  manor  is  now  difperfed  among  the  freeholders  and  tenants. 

Houndston  in  this  parifli  was  formerly  thus  furveyed  among  the  other  poflefllons 
of  the  Earl  of  Morton : 

“ Anfger  holds  of  the  Earl,  Hundestone.  Three  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of 

King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  one  carucate,  which  is  in 

demefne,  and  two  fervants,  and  two  villanes,  and  three  cottagers,  and  three  acres  and 

a half  of  meadow.  It  was  worth  ten  fliillings,  now  twenty  Ihillings.”® 

' 6 Edw.  I.  Roger  de  Potford  held  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Hounfden,  of  John  de  Mohun.^ 

The  church  of  Odcombe  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Montacute,  and  was 
valued  in  1292  at  thirty-four  marks.®  It  is  a re6tory  in  the  deanery  of  Ilchefter;  the 
dean  and  canons  of  Chrift-Church  in  Oxford  are  the  patrons,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burt 
is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  It  is  a plain  ftrudure  of  one 
aile,  with  a tower  between  the  nave  and  chancel.  It  Hands  on  an  elevated  Ipot,  com- 
manding a moft  beautiful  and  extenfive  profpeft. 

There  are  memorials  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barry,  clerk,  M.  A.  reftor  of  tliis  parifli,  who 
died  Jan.  ii,  1781.  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edmund  Brickenden,  reftor,  who  died  Feb.  1 5, 

1 707.  T o Fridefwide,  wife  of  Mr.  Brickenden,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  Creyghton, . 
who  died  Feb.  19,  17085  and  to  Fridefwide  their  daughter,  who  died  an  infant. 

In  the  chancel  lies  interred  George  Coryat,  redtor  of  this  church  in  1570,  and  pre- 
bendary of  Warthill  in  the  cathedral  of  York,  1594,^  a perfon  highly  celebrated  for 
his  fine  tafte  in  Latin  poetry,  and  other  v/ritings.  He  died  in  die  parfonage-houfe  here 
on  the  fourth  of  March  1606,  and  his  fon  Tom,  of  whom  we  fliall  foon  fpeak,  kept 
his  body  above  ground  till  the  fourteenth  of  April  following. 

This  Thomas  Coryat,  fon  of  George  above-mentioned,  was  a moft  extraordinaiy 
genius,  and,  for  his  whimfies  and  abfurdities,  acquired  himfelf  a name,  which  feems 
likely  enough  to  laft  till  the  end  of  extravagance.  He  was  born  here  in  1577,  and 
became  a commoner  of  Gloucefter-hall  in  Oxford  in  1596,  where  he  attained  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages.  Hence  he  returned  to  Odcombe,  where 
he  fpent  fome  time;  but  afterwards  left  it  for  the  metropolis,  and  was  there  received 
into  the  family  of  Henry  Prince  of  W ales,  which  gave  him  an  introduction  to  all  the 
wits  of  thofe  times,  who,  by  way  of  diverting  themfelves,  expofed  him  to  ridicule.  In 
1608,  he  rambled  to  France,  Italy,  Germany,  &c.  and  at  his  return  publiflied  his  travels 
under  the  title  of  Crudities  haftily  gobbled  up  in  five  months’  travels  in  France, 
Savoy,  Italy,  Rhetia,  Helvetia,  fome  parts  of  High-Germany,  and  the  Netherlands.” 
This  book  was  printed  in  quarto  in  1611,  and  reprinted  in  3 vols.  odtavo,  1776.  In 
1612,  after  he  had  taken  leave  of  his  countrymen  by  an  oration  fpoken  at  the  crofs  in 

* MS.  Valor.  * Lib.  Domefday.  Lib.  Feod.  ® Taxat.  Spiritual.  •'  Athens  Oxon.  i.  335. 
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Odcombe,  he  undertook  a long  journey,  with  an  intention  not  to  revifit  his  native 
country  till  he  had  fpent  ten  years  iii  travelling.  The  firfl:  place  he  vifited  was  Con- 
ftantinople,  whence  he  took  occafion  to  view  the  feveral  parts  of  Greece,  making 
his  remarks  on  the  two  ancient  caftles  of  Seftos  and  Abydos,  on  Smyrna,  Alexan- 
dria, and  the  pyramids  near  Cairo,  From  thence  he  went  to  Jerufalem,  and  fo  on  to 
the  Dead  Sea,  to  Aleppo  in  Syria,  to  Babylon  in  Chaldea,  to  the  kingdom  of  Perfia, 
and  to  Ufpahan  the  refidence  of  the  Perfian  king.  Thence  to  Seras,  anciently  called 
Shulhanj  to  Candahor,  the  firfl;  province  northeafl;  undef  the  fubjedlion  of  the  Great 
Mogul,  and  fo  to  Lahore,  the  chief  city  but  one  belonging  to  thit  empire.  From 
Lahore  he  went  to  Agra,  where,  being  well  received  by  the  Englilh  fadtoiy,  he  made  a 
halt,  till  he  had  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  T urkifh  and  Arabian  languages.  He 
likewife  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Perfian  and  I ndoftan  tongues,  which  were  of  great 
ufe  to  him  in  travelling  up  and  down  the  Great  Mogul’s  dominions.  In  the  Perfian 
tongue  he  made  an  elaborate  harangue  to  the  Mogul;  and  in  the  Indoftan  he  had  fo 
great  a command,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  undertaken  a laundry-woman  of  that  coun- 
try, who  had  fuch  a liberty  and  freedom  of  fpeech,  that  fhe  would  fometimes  fcold, 
brawl,  and  rail  from  fun-rifing  to  fun-let;  and  to  have  fo  filenced  her  by  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  that  Ihe  had  not  one  word  more  to  fpeak,'  to  the  great  aftonifhment 
and  diverfion  of  the  company.  After  he  had  vifited  feveral  places  in  that  country,  he 
went  to  Surat  in  Eaft-India,  where  he  fell  ill  of  a flux,  of  which  he  died  in  1617.  What 
became  of  all  his  notes  and  diaries  no  one  knows;  but  many  of  his  obfervations,  letters, 
and  harangues,  were  tranfmitted  to  England,  and  publilhed ; among  the  reft  was  his 
oration,  Purus^  Putus  Coryatusi  QuinteflTence  of  Cory  ate  C'  fpoken  extempore,  when 
Mr.  Rugg  dubbed  him  a knight  on  the  ruins  of  Troy,  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Coryate, 
the  firfl:  Englilh  knight  of  Troy.'  His  journies  were  moftly  on  foot,  and  he  always  lay 
in  his  clothes  to  fave  the  trouble  and  expence  of  Ihifting  them.  But  notwitftanding  all 
his  oddities,  he  had  certainly  merit  as  a traveller,  linguift,  antiquarian,  and  hiftorian. 

Humphrey  Hody,  an  eminent  divine,  was  another  native  of  this  place,  of  which  his 
father  was  reftor.  He  was  born  here  Jan.  i,  1659,  was  educated  at  Wadham-college 
in  Oxford,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  a " Diflertation  againft 
Arifteas’s  hiftory  of  the  Seventy-two  Interpreters.”'*  His  fubfequent  publications  were 
both  numerous  and  learned.  He  was  in  1698  appointed  Regius  ProfeflTor  of  the  Greek 
tongue  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  inftituted  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Oxford  in 
1704.  He  died  Jan.  20,  1706,  and  was  buried  in  Wadham-college  chapel. 

This  Humphrey  Hody,  or  another  of  his  name,  left  lands  to  the  amount  of  five 
pounds  per  annum,  for  the  purpofe  of  binding  out  poor  children  apprentices.  To 
which  benefaftion  Mrs.  Clarke  ofHoundfton  farm  added  forty  Ihillings,  and  Mr.  Ring, 
of  Yateminfter  in  Dorfetlhire,  twenty  Ihillings  more. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  on  an  average  ten;  the  burials,  nine. 

• Athenae  Oxon.  i.  4Z6.  “ Biog.  Didl.  vii.  160, 
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Lies  eaftward  from  Crewkerne,  and  in  the  turnpike-road  betwixt  that  town  and 
Yeovil.  There  is  in  this  parilh  a fait  fpring,  about  a mile  weft  from  the  church. 
It  is  in  a meadow  .of  deep  rufty  red  and  yellowifii  rich  loamy  earth,  covered  with  a 
thick  fine  turf.  The  Ipring  forms  a pool  of  water,  in  which  are  reeds  and  other 
aquatick  plants,  with  divers  fpeci^s  of  confervas;  but  none  of  them  of  the  marine  kind. 
This  fpring  never  fails  in  dry,  nor  overflows  in  wet  feafons.  From  the  pool  narrow 
drains  are  cut  to  a houfe  erefted  for  the  purpofe  of  making  fait  with  the  water  thereofj 
in  which  the  proportion  of  fait  feems  to  be  about  one-fortieth  part;  for  with  this  water 
they  can  make  one  pound  of  fait  in  forty  more  than  they  can  with  other  water,  under 
a fimilar  operation,  , and  with  a , like  quantity  of  rock  fait. 

There  are  three,  villages  of  the  name  of  Chinnockj  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  diftin- 
guifh  them  in  the  old  Domefday  furvey,  where  they  are  thus  defcribed: 

“ The  Earl  himfelf  [i.  e.  of  Morton]  holds  Cinioch.  Edmer  held  it  in  the  time  of 
“ King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  feven  hides.  The  arable  is  feven  carucates.  In  de- 
“ mefne  are  three  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  ten  villanes,  and  twelve  cottagers,  with 
“ four  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fifteen  pence  rent,  and  fixty  acres  of  meadow,  and 
“ twenty  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  worth  one  hundred  {hillings ; now  twelve  pounds.*” 

“ Malger  holds  of  the  Earl,  Cinioch.  A thane  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  ca- 
“ rucate,  and  three  fervants,  and  two  villanes,  and  nine  cottagers,  with  one  plough. 
“ There  are  thirty-fix  acres  of  meadow.  It  was  worth  four  pounds,  now  three 
**  pounds.’”’ 

Alured  holds  of  the  Earl,  Cinioch.  A thane  held  it  in  thetime  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  gelded  for  four  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  ca- 
“ rucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs. 

There  is  a mill  of  ten  {hillings  rent,  and  forty  acres  of  meadow,  and  two  acres  of 
“pafture.  It  is  worth  four  pounds. 

William,  the  fon  of  this  Robert  Earl  of  Morton,  whofe  lands-  are  here  recited, 
gave  both  the  manor  and  church  of  E aft- Chin  nock,  to  his  monaftery  at  Montacute; 
the  prior  whereof  37  Hen.  III.  procured  a charter  of  free  warren  for  all  his  lands 
here,-^  which  were  in  1293  valued  at  ten  pounds.®  . 

After  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  of  Montacute,  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  thirty- 
feventh  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  manor  of  Eaft-Chinnock,  with  that  of  Clof- 
worth,  Park-Wood,  Weft-Grove,  Whitechapel-Wood,  and  St.  Auguftine’s-Grove, 
all  belonging  to  the  fame  priory,  to  Sir  Richard'Moryfon,  knight,  'and  Bridget  his 
wife,  who  4 Edw.  VI.  fold  it  to  Stephen  Hales,  efq;  and  he,  3 Eli-zabeth,  to  Henry 

* Lib,  Domefday.  •>  Ibid.;  ' Ibid.  '•  Cart.  37  Hen.  Ill,  ra.  8.  * Taxat,  Temporal. 
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Portman,  efq;  in  whicli  family  it  continued  in  a lineal  male  defcent  till  the  time  of 
William  III.  when  Sir  William  Portman,  bart.and  knight  of  the  Bath,  entailed  his 
whole  great  eftate  ondiis  eoufm  Henry  Seymour,  efq;  William  Berkeley,  efq;  and 
feveral  others;  on  condition  of  .the  fucceffors’  affuming  the  name  of  Portman.  Henry 
Portman  Seymour  fucceeded  in  it  accordingly,  but  died  without  ilTue;  whereupon 
it  came  to  William  Berkeley  Portman,  efq;  and  after  him  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Henry 
William  Portman,  one  of  the  knights  of  this  county  in  parliament;  whofe  fon,  Henry 
William  Portman,  efq;  now  enjoys  it. 

The  redory  was  taxed  In  1 292  at  fifteen  marks.*^  The  King  is  patron  of  the  vicarage 
-of  this  living;  the  Rev.  Henry  Gould  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  has  in  it  nothing  of  account;  the  chriftenings  annually  are  twelve;  the 
■burials  eight.  < 

Mr.  William  Salilbury,  of  Barking  In  ElTex,  who  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  here, 
•gave  to  this  parilh  a large  filver  cup  gilt,  for  the  ufe  of  the  altar;  and  five  pounds  a 
year  to  the  poor  for  ever.  He  alfo  left  ten  fltillings  to  the  minifter  to  preach  a fermon 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  eftate  lying  in  the  foreft  of  Neroche, 
and  in  the  parilh,  of  j^arrington  in  this  county.  - - 

^ Taxat.  Spiritual.  ’ ^ . r 
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Adjoins  to  Ealt-Chinnock  on  the  north,  and  contains  twenty-one  houfes,  moll 
of  which  are  farms.  Confiderable  quantities  of  hemp  and  flax  grow  here  and  in 
Eaft-Chinnock;  and  the  poor  are  generally  employed  in  fpinning  and  weaving  fail- 
cloth,  &c. 

17  Edw.  I.  William  de  Albemarle  held  this  manor  at  his  death,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  Geffrey  his  fon  and  heir.^  From  which  family  it  came  by  marriage  to  that  of 
Maltravers.  John  lord  Maltravers,  of  Hooke  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  died  fei2ed 
of  it  9 Richard  II.'’  leaving  Elizabeth  his  daughter  and  coheirefs,  married  to  Sir 
Humphrey  Stafford,  knt.  whofe  defcendant,  Humphrey  Stafford  earl  of  Devon,  died 
feized  of  Middle-Chinnock  and  Well-Chinnock,  9 Edw.  TV.  leaving  three  female 
coufins  his  coheirelfes,  of  whom  Eleanor,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Strangeways,  inherited 
this  eftate.  From  this  Thomas  defcended  Giles  Strangeways,  who  held  this  manor, 
and  that  of  Weft-Chinnock,  35  Henry  VIII.  and  they  continued  in  his  defcendants -till 
the  time  of  George  I.  when  Thomas  Strangeways,  efq;  dying  without  ilfue  male,  left 
two  fillers  his  coheirs;  the  eldeft  of  whom,  Sufannah,  was  married  to  Thomas  Horner, 
of  Mells,  efq;  the  other  was  fecond  wife  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton.  The  eldeft  filler 
had  this  manor  and  that  of  Weft-Chinnock  fettled  on  her  and  her  heirs;  and  had  by 
» Efc.  ► Ibid, 
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the  faid  Thomas  Horner  an  only  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Stephen  Fox,  efq; 
afterwards  created  Lord  Ilchefter,  whofe  fon  Henry  Thomas  Fox,  the  prefent  earl  of 
Ilchefter,  is  lord  of  this  manor,  as  well  as  that  of  Weft-Chinnock. 

The  living  is  a redtory,  in  the  deanery  of  Ilchefter,  valued  in  1292  atfixteen  marks.® 
The  patronage  thereof  belongs  to  the  manor,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wightwick  is  the  pre=> 
fent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  according  to  Mr.  Willis  j but  according  ta 
others  to  St.  Lukej  it  is  a fmall  ftrudlure  apparently  very  ancient,  the  arch  over  the 
fouth  door  being  of  Saxon  architedlure.  Under  the  fide  feat  in  the  porch  is  an  arched 
niche,  in  which  ftand  the  head  and  fhoulders  of  the  ftone  ftatue  of  a female ; the  reft  is 
beneath  the  pavement.  Images  of  faints  were  frequently  placed  in  church  porches  for 
a memento  to  devotees. 

John  Strangeways,  efq;  gave  to  this  parifh  twenty  pounds,  the  intereft  to  be  paid 
annually  to  the  fecond  poor.  To  this  benefasftion  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke  added  five 
pounds. 

William  Good,  an  ecclefiaftick  of  this  place,  but  native  of  Glaftonbury,  got  himfelf 
a name  by  a book  (now  very  fcarce)  which  he  publifhed  under  the  title  of  Eccleft<e 
^nglicana  printed  at  Rome  in  1584.  He  died  at  Naples,  July  5,  1 586.“* 

? Taxat.  Spiritual.  ^ Athens  Oxon.  i,  '226. 


WEST^CHINNOCK. 

This  parifh  and  Middle- Chinnock  are  but  one  tithing;  the  churches  are  about 
half  a mile  diftant  from  each  other.  There  are  fifty-two  houfes,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy  inhabitants.  Moft  of  the  houfes  are  fmall  farms,  and  ftand  near  the 
• church.  Five  are  in  a hamlet  called  Snail-Hill. 

The  manor  belonged  in  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  to  the  family  of  Marfhall,  whereof 
Ralph  Marfhall  held  it  at  his  death  20  Edw.  III.  leaving  Herbert  his  fon  and  heir. 
It  afterwards  pafled  in  the  fame  manner  as  Middle- Chinnock,  and  now  belongs  to  ihe 
fame  lord. 

The  living  is  annexed  to  that  of  Chiflelborough.  The  church  has  nothing  re- 
markable. 
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Stands  north  from  WeH’^Chinnock,  In  a pleafant  woody  country,  furroundod  on 
ali  fides,  except  the  weft,  by  fine  lofty  and  well  cultivated  hills,  which  rife  very 
fteep,  and  aftbrd  from  their  funimits,  rich  and  extenfive  profpedts  over  the  weft  and 
northweft  parts  of  the  country,  the  Briftol  channel  and  coaft  of  Wales.  The  village 
confifts  of  a long  ftraggling  ftreet  near  the  church.  A large  fair  is  held  here  on  the 
a9lh  of  .06tober  for  horfes,  cattle,  and  toys. 

The  Earl  of  Morton  had  alfo  this  manor,  which  iicalled  in  Domefday  book  Ceoljeberge. 

Alured  holds  Ceolseberge.  Two  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
and  two  fervants,  and  ten  villanes,  and  twelve  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs.  There 
“ is  a mill  of  fifteen  Ihillings  rent,  and  thirty-eight  acres  of  meadow,  and  three  acres 
of  coppice  wood.  It  was  worth  fixty  Ihillings,  now  one  hundred  Ihillings.”* 

.It  was  afterwards  given  to  the  Montacutes;  from  which  family  it  came  to  that  of 
Andham,  or  Aldham,  by  the  marriage  of  Ifabel,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of 
William  de  Montacute,  with  Thomas  de  Andham,  31  Henry  III.,  This  Thomas  was 
fucceeded  by  Baldwin  de  Andham,  who  died  19  Edw.  I.  leaving  iflue  Francis  de 
Andham.  Francis  died  i Edw.  III.  leaving  John,  the  fon  of  John  de  St.  Clare,  his 
coufin  and  next  heir.'’  This  John  de  St.  Clare  died  feized  of  the  manor  and  advowfon 
of  the  cihurch  of  Chififelborough,  10  Edw.  III.  and  v/as  fucceeded  by  John  his  fon 
and  heir.  To  which  John  fucceeded  another  John,  who  died  10  Ric.  II.  feized  of 
the  manor  and  advowfon  of  the  church,  leaving  Philip  de  St.  Clare  his  fon  and  heir,” 
who  pafted  it  to  the  Chidiock  family  j from  whom  it  came  to  the  Staffords  of  Hooke, 
one  of  whofe  heireffes,  Eleanor,  carried  it  into  the  family  of  Srangeways,  of  whom  Giles 
Strangeways,  efqj  5 Edw.  VI.  fold  it  to  John  Wadham,  efq?  and  it  is  now  by  inherit- 
ance dividedly  the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Ilchefter  and  Egremont,  and  Col.  William 
Wy-ndham;  and  one  Ihare  belongs  to  the  freeholders  of  the  parilh. 

The  living  is  a re<5tory  In  the  deanery  of  Ilchefter,  and  in  the  prefentation  of  the 
lords  of  the  manor  alternately  j the  Rev.  Mr.  Wightwick  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  prior  of  Montacute  received  an  annual  penfion  of  five  pounds  from  this  redtory, 
which  was  valued  in  1-292  at  twenty  marks,'* 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul : it  confifts  of  a nave  and  chancel, 
with  an  intermediate  tower,  containing  four  bells.  The  chancel  has  an  infeription  to 
the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Baker,  redtor  of  this  parilh,  who  died  Jan.  8,  1747; 
and  feveral  of  his  family. 

Mrs,' Strangeways  gave  thirty  pounds  to  this  parilh,  the  intereft  to  be  applied  to  the 
fejcond  poor  for  ever. 

• Lib.  Domefdajr.  ^ Bfc.  * Ibid.  * Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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This  is  a confiderable  parifla  two  miles,  eaft  from  Crewkerne,  in  the  turnpike- 
road  to  Yeovil,  pleafantly  fituated  in  a fine  inclofed  fruitful  country  j the  number 
of  houfes  that  compofe  it  is  one  hundred  and  ten,  ninety-five  of  which  ftand  in  two 
irregular  ftreets,  which  meet  at  a right  angle,  forming  an  L,  near  half  a mile  in  length, 
on  the  turnpike  road.  The  reft  ftand  a little  northward  of  the  church.  The  whole 
parifh  is  rated  at  about  700I.  a year,  and  is  divided  into  about  forty  fmall  farms.  The 
river  Parret  runs  through  this  parifh  under  a ftone  bridge  of  one  arch,  dividing  it  from 
the  parifh  of  Crewkerne, 

In  this  place,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1146,  lived  Wulfric,  a celebrated  faint, 
hermit,  and  prophet.  He  was  born  at  Compton-Martin  in  this  county,  and  applying 
himfelf  to  religious  ftudies,  became  prieft  of  Deverell,  near  Warminfter  in  Wiltfhire. 
Hence  he  removed  to  a fmall  cell  near  the  church  of  Hafelborough,  where,  clad  in 
iron  raiment,  he  indulged  the  aufterities  of  an  eremitical  life.  In  this  retirement  he 
was  vifited  by  fome  of  the  greateft  perfonages,  and  amongft  them  by  King  Henry  I. 
to  whom  he  foretold  his  death,  as  he  did  to  Stephen  that  he'  fhould  fit  upon  the 
throne.  He  died  in  an  advanced  age.  A,  D.  1154,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  cell 
by  Robert  bifhop  of  Bathj  but  his  body  was  afterwards  removed  to  one  fide  of  the 
altar  of  the  parifh  church  of  Hafelborough.  The  monks  of  Montacute  had  petitioned 
his  body  for  interment  in  their  chapel,  but  Ofbern,  then  officiating  prieft  at  Hafel- 
borough, oppofed  them,  and  his  reliques  were  fuffered  to  remain  in  a fmall  aile  or 
chapel  adjoining  to  the  chancel,  and  ftill  called  B^ulfric's  Aile,  where  his  tomb  was 
vifited  by  pilgrims  for  many  ages.* 

The  pofTefTor  of  the  manor  of  Hafelborough,  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,vwas  one. 
Brifmar,  a Saxon  thane:  the  place  was  then  called  Halberge. 

Brifmar  holds  Halberge.  He  alfo  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
“ gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
and  two  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  fixteen  cottagers,  with  five  ploughs. 
There  is  a mill  of  five  fh filings  rent,  and  thirteen  acres  and  a half  of  meadow,  and 
half  a mile  of  pafture  in  length  and  breadth,  and  as  much  wood.  It  is  worth  eight 
« pounds.”** 

In  St.  Wulfric’s  days  William  Fitz-Walter  was  lord  of  this  town,  and  here  founded 
and  endowed  a monaftery  for  regular  canons,"  which  was  deftroyed  in  the  baronial 
contentions.  To  this  William  fucceeded  a fecond  William,  who  affumed  the  name 
de  Hajeherge  from  this  his  place  of  refidence.'*  12  Henry  II.  in  the  aid  levied  for 
marrying  the  King’s  daughter,  William,  the  fon  of  William  de  Hafeberge,  accounted 
for  three  knights’  fees  of  the  old  feoffment,  or  thofe  which  were  held  in  the  time 
of  Henry  the  Firft,  from  which  William  Fitz-Terric  owed  him  the  fervice  of  two 

* Leland’s  Colledlanea,  II.  445.  Lib.  Domefday, 

' ' Tanner’s  Ndtitia  Monaftica  in  Somerfetdiire.  f Cart.  Antiq. 

' U u 2 knights’ 


332 


HASELBOROUGH.  [©OUnBSbOtOUgb, 

knights’  fees.®  He  himfelf  acknowledged  the  fervice  of  one  fee  for  his  demefnes  at 
Hafelborough,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  new  feoffment/  This  William  de 
Hafeberge  had  for  his  fucceflbr  another  William,  whofe  fon,  Richard  de  Hafeberge, 
was  the  lalt  of  the  name  that  enjoyed  this  manor  j for  liaving  joined  a mutinous  fb- 
ciety  in  arms  againft  King  John,  his  perfon  and  property  were  feized,  and  he  was 
hanged  at  Sherborne/  The  manor  coming  by  thefe  means  into  the  King’s  hands,  was 
granted  to  John  Mariliall,  nephew  to  William  Marfhall  earl  of  Pembroke,  then 
keeper  of  the  caflle  of  Sherborne,  where  the  faid  William  de  Hafeberge  was  executed/ 
Which  John  Marfhall  was  one  of  King  John’s  favourites,  and  moft  Ready  adherents. 
Of  him  he  obtained  a variety  of  lands  in  different  parts  of  England,  and  was  fuc- 
ceffively  appointed  to  the  government  of  the  feveral  caftles  of  Ofweftry,  Hawarden, 
Norwich,  Oxford,  Dorchefler,  Worcefter,  Devizes,  and  Sherborne.  Befides  which 
he  held  many  other  offices  of  importance;  and  lo  Henry  HI.  was  one  of  thofe  who 
were  deputed  from  the  King,  then  lying  ill  at  Marlborough  in  Wiltffiire,  to  the  great 
council  held  at  Weflminfler,  to  forbid  them  to  fubjebt  their  lay-fees  to  the  church  of 
Rome.’  He  died  19  Henry  III,  leaving  iffue  John  his  fon  and  heir,  who  the  fame 
year  had  livery  of  all  his  lands  in  this  county,  Norfolk,  and  Southampton.*'  Which 
John  died  27  Henry  III.  then  feized  of  this  manor,  leaving  William  his  fon  and  heir.* 
William  was  a knight,  and  45  Henry  III.  took  part  with  Simon  de  Montfort  earl  of 
Teicefter,  and  other  rebellious  barons,  againfl  the  king,™  who  confequently  deprived 
Eim  of  his  eflates,  and  this  manor,  being  part  thereof,  was  granted  to  Alan  Plugenet," 
defcended  from  a family,  who  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  were  feated  at  Lamborne  in 
the  county  of  Berks.  49  Henry  III.  this  Alan  w^as,  after  the  defeat  of  the  barons  at 
Eveffiam,  conftituted  governor  of  Dunfter-Caftle  in  this  county;  and  14  Edw.  I.  he 
procured  a charter  for  a weekly  market  to  be  held  here  on  Mondays,  and  alfo  for  free 
warren  in  this  and  all  his  manors.°  He  died  27  Edw.  I.  leaving  Alan  his  fon  and  heir, 
who  that  year  had  livery  of  his  lands.  This  Alan  was  made  a knight  34  Edw.  I.  and 
attended  that  king  in  his  expedition  into  Scotland.  5 Edw.  II.  he  was  fummoned  to 
parliament,  and  9th  of  the  fame  reign,  for  contumelious  behaviour,  incurred  the  fentence 
of  excommunication  from  the  bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.’’  He  died  foon  after  with- 
out iflue,  leaving  Joan  de  Bohun  his  filler  heir  to  his  eftates.  She  alfo  dying  iffiuelefs, 
I Edw.  III.  Richard  de  la  Bere,  her  coufin,  fucceeded  to  the  inheritance.  Which 
Richard  died  feized  of  this  manor  19  Edw.  III.  leaving,  by  Clarice  his  wife,  Thomas 
his  fon  and  heir.  Which  Thomas  forfeited  it  to  the  crown,  and  it  was  thereupon 
granted  to  Ingelram  de  Ghifnes,  fometimes  called  de  Couci,'  and  again  reverting  in 
the  time  of  Ric.  II.  it  was  beftowed  on  John  de  Elolland,  third  fon  of  Thomas  earl  of 
Kent,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Huntingdon.®  The  faid  Earl  being  attainted  in  par- 
liament, his  manors  were  confifcated  to  the  King,  but  foon  after  reftored,  and  Richard, 
fon  and  heir  of  John  earl  of  Huntingdon,  died  feized  of  this  manor  4 Henl^  V.;  the 
fame  year  alfo  John  his  fon  and  heir  was  reftored  in  blood,  as  heir  to  John  his  father 

* Lib.  Nig.  Scac.  i.  95.  ^ Ibid.  * Hutchins’s  Hift.  of  Dorfet,  i.  94.  Efc.  et  Rot.  Pari. 

^ Cart.  Antiq.  ‘ Dugd.  Bar.  i.  600.  Rot.  Pip.  19  Hen.  III.  * Efc.  See  the  Englilh  Hiftories. 

? Cart.  Antiq.  ° Cart.  14  Edw.  I.  n.  42.  ^ Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 

? Cart.  41  Edw.  III.  ' Dugd.  Bar.  ii.  79. 
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Earl  of  Huntingdon ; and  2i  Henry  VI.  was  by  letters  patent,  bearing  date  atWindfor 
Jan.  6,  advanced  to  the  title  of  Duke  of  Exeter.  He  died  feized  of  this  manor  25 
Henry  VI.  and  was  buried  in  St.  Catherine’s  chapel  near  the  tower  of  London.  By 
Anne  his  firft  wife,  daughter  of  Edmund  earl  of  Stafford,  he  left  iffue  Henry  his  fon  and 
heir,  who  fucceeded  to  both  title  and  eftate.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard 
duke  of  York,  and  filler  to  King  Edw.  IV.  After  the  overthrow  of  the  Lancaftrian 
party,  this  Earl  was  attainted  in  parliament ; and  the  crown  becoming  again  poffeffed 
of  this  manor,  granted  the  fame  in  1489,  4 Henry  VI L to  Thomas  Stanley,  firft 
Earl  of  Derby,  who  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1504.  Geoige,  the  eldeft  furviving  fon 
and  heir  of  the  faid  Earl,  had  fummons  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  Lord  Strange, 
22  Edw.  IV.  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec.  5,  1497,  when  he  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas 
his  eldeft  fon,  who  in  1504  had  livery  of  his  father’s  lands,  and  in  the  fame  year  fuc- 
ceeded his  grandfather  as  fecond  Earl  of  Derby.  At  his  death  in  1522,  he  was  found 
feized  of  this  manor,  and  thofe  of  Weft-Lydford  and  Blackdon,  in  which  he  was 
fucceeded  by  Edward  his  fon  and  heir.  Henry  earl  of  Derby  held  it  16  Eliz.  but 
it  paffed  afterwards  into  the  family  of  Portman,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Henry 
William  Portman,  efq. 

The  church  of  Hafelborough  is  a prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Wells,  and  was  valued 
in  1292  at  fifteen  marks."  It  is  in  the  deanery  of  Ilchefter.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
England  is  the  prefent  vicar. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north 
aile,  or  chapel  of  Sc.  Wulfric.  At  the  weft  end. is  a plain  tower  with  five  bells. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  an  elegant  monument  of  white  and  Sienna 

marble,  inferibed  as  follows: “ In  a vault  underneath  lies  the  body  of  William 

Hofkyns,  late  of  this  parilh,  gentleman,  who  died  the  12th  of  Oftober  1760,  aged  52 
years.  Alfo  the  body  of  Joan  Hofkyns,  his  wife,  who  died  the  21ft  of  May  1776, 
aged  62  years.”  Arms,  Per  pale  gules  and  azurCi  a chevron  engrailed  cry  between 
three  lions  rampant  argent. 

There  are  likewife  two  monuments:  i.  To  the  memory  of  Chriftian,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Mountrich  Hill,  reftor  of  Weft-Camel,  who  died  Jan.  21,  1753,  aged  31 ; 
and  2.  To  John  Draper,  who  died  Sept.  26,  1768,  aged  94.  Elizabeth  his  wife 
died  Nov.  6,  1764,  aged  89:  and  two  of  their  children.  Arms,  Gules y three  bends  ory 
a chief  per  feffe,  ermine  and  argent y in  chief  three  mullets  Jable. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parifh  are  on  an  average  fixteens  the  burials,  fifteen. 

' Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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NORTON-UNDER-HAMDEN. 

AParifli  pleafantly  fituated  under  the  north  and  northeaft  brow  of  Hamden  and 
Chiffelborough  hills;  the  former  rifing  with  a fteep  afcent  behind  it.  ‘ This  hill 
Hands  in  the  different  parifhes  of  Norton,  Stoke,  and  Montacute,*  diftinguilhing  the 
two  former  by  the  addition  of  its'  name.  Hamden  Hille  is  a fpecula  ther  to  vewe  a 
great  peace  of  the  contrye  therabout.”'’  It  has  been  noted  for  many  ages  for  its 
quarries  of  fine  ftone,  whereof  there  are  four  on  it  lying  within  the  precindls  of  this 
parifh.  The  furface  of  the  hill,  for  about  a foot  in  depth,  is  a light  Tandy  foil,  yielding 
a fhort  fweet  herbage  for  depafturing  fheep.  From  thence  to  about  the  depth  of 
fixteen  or  eighteen  feet,  is  a loofe  fmall  ftone  fit  only  for  repairing  roads.  Six  or  eight 
feet  lower  is  aftratum  of  good  tile  ftone;  and  under  that,  for  the  depth  of  forty  feet, 
are  different  ftrata  of  a fine  hard  ftone,  lying  one  on  another,  without  any  intervening 
earth.  Thefe  ftrata  are  from  one  foot  to  three  feet  in  thicknefs;  the  lower  weighing  a 
hundred  and  a quarter  by  the  folid  foot.  The  perpendicular  fiffures,  or  what  the 
quarrymen  call  gullies,  are  from  ten  to  thirty  feet  apart.  Some  quarries  on  the  fouth- 
eaft  fide  of  the  hill  have,  at  the  depth  of  about  twenty  feet  below  the  furface,  a ftratum 
of  yellow  fand  ochre  of  three  feet  thicknefs. 

The  foil  of  this  parifh  is  a deep  and  fruitful  loam,  and  the  country  is  well  wooded 
and  watered.  A fmall  river  called  Credy^  rifing  near  Mifterton,  runs  under  a ftone 
bridge  of  two  arches  at  the  weft  end  of  this  parifh,  dividing  it  from  South-Petherton. 
The  village  confifts  of  about  fifty  houfes,  befides  which  there  is  a hamlet  called 
Eastern  End.  Matthew  Quantoc,  efq;  has  a good  houfe  in  this  parifh. 

The  manor  of  Norton  belonged  in  the  Conqueror’s  time  to  the  Benediftine  abbey 
of  Greftein,  in  the  diocefe  of  Lifieux  in  Normandy,  to  which  it  was  granted  by  Robert 
earl  of  Morton,  and  held  under  him  when  the  Norman  furvey  was  drawn  up. 

‘‘  The  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Greiftan  holds  of  the  Earl,  Nortone.  A thane  held 
it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  caru- 
cates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are'  two  hides,  and  there  is  one  carucate,  and  five 
“ fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  three  plouglis.  There  are  two 
mills  of  twenty  fhillings  rent,  and  twenty-five  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  two  fur- 
“ longs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad..  It  was  and  is  worth  one  hundred  fhillings.”" 

After  the  fecond  Earl  of  Morton’s  difgrace,  it  fell  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  to 
the  family  of  Montacute,  of  whom  John  de  Montacute,  refiding  at  the  neighbouring 
manfion  of  Montacute,  poffeffed  it  in  the  13th  year  of  King  John.^  It  feveral  other 
times  lapfed,  and  was  at  length  fettled  in  the  family  of  the  Dukes  of  Suffolk,  who 
enjoyed  the  fame  for  feveral  fucceffive  reigns,  till  by  the  attainder  of  Heniy  duke  of 
Suffolk  in  1553,  it  became  forfeited,  and  thence  paffmg  through  feveral  unknown 
hands,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  W eftmoreland,  in  right  of  his  lady,  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Robert  Child,  efq. 

’ See  Montacute  in  Tintinhull  Hundred.  *’  Lei,  Itin.  vi.  64.  * Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Rot.  Pip.  13  Joh. 
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The  abbey  of  Greftein  had  property  in  this  parifh  in  1293,  to  the  amount  of  12I. 
3s.  4d,*  And  the  abbey  of  Glaftonbury  received  from  the  manor  a penfion  of  forty 
lliilijngs/ 

The  church  was  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Greftein,  and  valued  In 
1292  at  twelve  marks,®  the  faid  abbot  and  convent  having  therefrom  a penfion  of 
three  marks."'  It  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Ilchefter,  and  in  the  gift  of  William 
Lock,  efq.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ford  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fide  ailes,  with 
a tower  at  the  weft  end,  containing  a clock  and  five  bells. 

There  is  in  the  chancel  an  old  monument  of  ftone  inferibed  to  the  memory  of  Anne 
Conftantine,  who  died  A.  D.  1696.  Another  commemorates  Anne  the  daughter  of 
John  Conftantine,  clerk,  and  Philippa  his  wife,  who  died  July  7,  1713;  as  alfo  the 
Rev.  John  Conftantine,  redor  of  this  parilh  thirty-five  years,  who  was  a native  of  the 
county  of  York,  and  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  Matthew  Quantoc,  of  this 

parilh,  efq. -He  died  Feb.  7,  1724,  aged  63.  Philippa  his  wife  died  May  30, 

1741',  aged  74. 

The  average  chriftenings  are  annually  ten  j the  burials  feven. 

' Taxat. Temporal.  ''Regift.  Abbat.  Glafton.  e'Taxat.  Spiritual.  •'Ibid. 


NORTH-PARRE  T,  ^ 

SO  called  from  Its  fituation  on  that  river,  is  a fmall  parifh  on  the  borders  of  Dorfet^ 
{hire,  and  about  two  miles  foutheaft  from  Crewkerne  in  this  county,  confifting  of 
eighty-three  houfes.  It  was  anciently  tlie  eftate  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  and  was 
written  Peret. 

“ Bretel  holds  of  the  Earl,  Peret.  Algar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
“ gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
and  two  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  twelve  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There 
“ are  two  mills  of  fourteen  Ihillings  rent,  and  eighteen  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  fix 
furlongs  long,  and  three  furlongs  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  feven  pounds.”* 

1 5 Henry  III.  this  manor  belonged  to  Mabel  Rivel,  lady  of  Stoke  and  Swell  In  this 
county;  from  whofe  family  it  pafled  by  the  marriage  of  an  heirefs  to  that  of  L’Orti  or 
de  Urtiaco,  whofe  refidence  was  chiefly  at  Curry-Rivel,  which  manor  they  had  by  virtue 
of  the  fame  match."’  Maud  the  wife  of  Sir  John  Lorti,  knt.  died  feized  of  North- 
Parret,  7 Henry  V.  leaving  Alice  the  wife  of  Walter  Buckham  her  After  and  heir.'* 
Buckham  did  not  hold  it  long;  for  in  the  next  reign,  it  became  the  property  of  Weft 

• bib.  Domefday.  * See  vol.  5.  p.  26.  * Efc. 
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lord  De  la  Warre,  It  went  afterwards  to  the  crown,  and  1 5 Eliz.  was  granted  to 
Thomas  lord  Wentworth.  24  Eliz.  the  manors  of  North-Parret,  Chillington,  and 
Southarp,  were  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  and  in  his  fchedule  this  manor  is  fet 
down  at  the  yearly  value  of  32I.  Ss.”*  It  is  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  William  Pitt,  of 
Dorfetlhire,  efqj  who  has  it  by  inheritance. 


The  benefice  was  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks.'  It  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of 
Ilchefter,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Taunton  is 
the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  according  to  E£ton,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin;  it  is  built  in  the  form 
of  a crofs,  having  in  the  centre  a plain  tower  about  fifty  feet  high,  containing  a clock, 
chimes,  and  five  bells. 


There  is  neither  monument  nor  infcription  in  memory  of  the  dead;  but  in  the  belfry 
we  find  the  following  curious  old  articles  of  bell-ringing,  in  Sternholdian  metre; 


“ He  that  in  ringing  takes_  delight. 
And  to  this  place  draws  near, 
Thefe  articles  fet  in  his  fight 
Muft  keep  if  he  rings  here. 

The  firfl;  he  muft  obferve  with  care; 

Who  comes  within  the  door, 

Muft,  if  he  chance  to  curfe  or  fwear. 
Pay  fix-pence  to  the  poor. 

And  whofoe’er  a noife  does  make. 

Or  idle  ftory  tells, 

Muft  fix-pence  to  the  ringers  take 
, For  mending  of  the  bells. 

Young  men  that  come  to  fee  and  try, 
And  do  not  ringing  ufe, 

Muft  fix-pence  give  the  company. 
And  that  fhall  them  excufe. 

He  that  his  hat  on’s  head  does  keep 
Within  this  facred  place, 

Muft  pay  his  fix-pence  ere  he  deep. 
Or  turn  out  with  difgrace. 


If  any  one  with  fpurs  to ’s  heels 
Rings  here  at  any  time. 

He  muft  for  breaking  articles 
Pay  fix-pence  for  his  crime. 

If  any  overthrow  a bell. 

As  that  by  chance  he  may; 
Becaufe  he  minds  not  ringing  wellj 
He  muft  his  fix-pence  pay. 

Or  if  a noble-minded  man 
Comes  here  to  ring  a bell, 

A tefter  is  the  fexton’s  fee. 

Who  keeps  the  church  lb  well. 
Whoever  breaks  an  article. 

Or  duty  does  negleft; 

Muft  never  meddle  with  a bell. 
The  rope  will  him  corred.” 


The  annual  average  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  twelve ; the  burials,  nine. 

Near  the  church  is  a handfome  ftpne  manfion,  newly  built,  the  feat  of  Thomas 
Hofkyns,  efq;  with  a good  garden,  and  neat  plantations.  > 

^ MS.  Valor.  * Taxat.  Spiritual, 
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B E R W I C K. 

This  parifli,  which  formerly  gave  name  to  a hundred,  is  fituated  two  miles  louth- 
weft  from  Y eovil,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Brimpton,  on  the  weft  by  Eaft  and 
Weft-Coker,  and  on  the  eaft  and  fouth  by  the  county  of  Dorfet.  The  country  is  very 
- pleafant,  being  a mixture  of  gently-rifing  hills,  and  fine  fruitful  vales  j the  whole  in  large 
inclofures,  and  not  encumbered  with  wood. 

The  village  of  Berwick  is  compofed  of  nine  houfes,  and  the  hamlet  of  Stoford, 
a mile  to  the  fouth,  of  thirty-two  houfes*  The  number  of  inhabitants  amounts  to 
about  two  hundred  and  forty.  Stoford  was  a very  confiderable  town  in  former  times, 
and  belonged  to  the  lords  of  Berwick,  by  whom  it  was  ere6led  into  a borough;  but  its 
privileges  have  long  fince  been  loft.  Neither  Berwick  nor  Stoford  are  mentioned  in  the 
Norman  record;  the  ancient  appellation  of  the  former  was  Berewyke.  The  m.anor 
foon  after  the  Conqueft  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  family  of  Courteney,  of  whom 
was  William  de  Courteney,  the  founder  of  the  priory  of  Woodfpring,  A.  D.  1210.  In 
the  26  Henry  III.  the  lands  of  Robert  de  Courteney,  lord  of  this  manor,  were  divided 
between  Vitalis  Engain  and  William  de  Cantilupe;  and  in  that  partition  Berwick  was 
allotted  to  the  latter,  who  died  feized  thereof  35  Henry  III.  leaving  William  de  Cantilupe 
his  fon  and  heir.^  Which  William  had  livery  of  his  lands  the  fame  year ; he  married 
Eve,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Walter  Marefchal  earl  of  Pembroke,  by  whom  at  his 
death  38  Henry  III.  he  left  iftue  one  fon,  George,  who  died  without  iffue,  and  two 
daughters,  viz.  Millicent,  firft  the  wife  of  John  de  Montalt,  and  afterwards  of  Ivo  le 
Zouch;  and  Joan,  married  to  Henry  de  Haftings.“  2 Edw.  I.  partition  being  made 
of  the  lands  which  he  left  at  his  deceafe,  the  manors  of  Berwick,  Stoford,  and  Marfton- 
Parva,  with  the  borough  of  Stoford,  were  alTigned  to  John  de  Haftings,  fon  of  Joan 
and  Henry  de  Haftings.'  This  John  de  Haftings  was  in  all  the  wars  of  Edw.  I.  and 
had  fummons  to  parliament  as  a baron  of  the  realm.  He  married  Ifabel  fifter  and 
coheir  of  Aymer  de  Valence  earl  of  Pembroke,  by  whom  he  had  iftue  three  fons; 
John,  who  fucceeded  him;  and  William  and  Henry,  who  died  without  iftTue;  as  alfo 
three  daughters,  Joan,  Elizabeth,  and  Margaret.  He  died  6 Edw.  II.  and  Ifabel  his 
wife  furviving  him  had  this  manor  in  dower.  John  his  fon  and  heir  was  in  the 
Scottifti  wars,  of  the  retinue  of  Aymer  de  Valence  earl  of  Pembrpke,  and  16  Edw.  11. 
was  appointed  governor  of  Kenilworth-caftle  in  Warwickfhire.  He  died  18  Edw.  II. 
leaving  ilTue  by  Julian  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  de  Leyburne,  Laurence 
liis  fon  and  heir.  Which  Laurence,  by  reafon  of  his  defeent  from  the  coheir  of  Valence 
earl  of  Pembroke,  was,  by  King  Edw.  III.  in  the  13th  year  of  his  reign,  advanced 
to  the  dignity  and  title  of  that  earldom.'*  He  died  in  the  2 2d  year  of  that  reign, 
having  married  Agnes,  daughter  of  Roger  Mortimer  earl  of  March;  by  whom  he  had 
iffue  John  lord  Haftings,  who  fucceeded  him  in  title  and  eftate,  and  was  made  alfo 
knight  of  the  garter.  He  married  Anne  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Lord  Manny,  founder 
of  the  Charter-houfe  in  London;  and  died  in  Trance,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  by  pollbn, 
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49  Edward  III.  leaving  iflue  John  earl  of  Pembroke,  his  fon  and  heir.  This  laft- 
mentioned  Earl  was  in  1390,  13  Ric.  II.  unfortunately  killed  at  a tournament  held  at 
Woodftock  in  Oxfordfhire,  being  then  feized  of  the  manor  of  Berwick,  with  the 
advowfon  of  the  chantry  there,  and  the  borough  of  Stoford;  as  alfo  the  manors  of 
Odcombe,  Milverton,  and  Marfton-parva,  all  in  this  county.'  Upon  his  death, 
Reginald  Grey,  of  Ruthen,  was  found  to  be  his  next  heir,  as  lineally  defcended  from 
Elizabeth,  filler  of  John  de  Haftings,  father  of  John,  great-grandfather  of  the  Earl  laft- 
mentioned.  21  Ric.  II.  Richard  earl  of  Arundel  held,  as  of  the  dowry  of  his  wife 
Philippa,  late  widow  of  John  de  Haftings  earl  of  Pembroke,  this  manor  of  Berwick,^ 
in  which  parifti  12  Henry  IV.  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  John  Holland  earl  of  Kent, 
held  two  knights’  fees,  poflefled  afterwards  by  John  Rogers.®  Sir  John  Nevil  and  Sir 
Ralph  Nevil  were  fubfequently  lords  paramount  of  this  manor.  20  Henry  VI.  John 
Rogers  held  at  his  death  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Berwick,  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  church,  and  the  borough  of  Stoford,  of  John  earl  of  Somerfeti  and  left  iflue  John 
Rogers  his  fon  and  heir.''  26  Eliz.  Andrew  Rogers  and  Mary  his  wife,  and  John 
Rogers,  gent,  fold  the  manor,  with  the  hundred,  and  advowfon  of  the  church  of 
Berwick,  and  the  borough  of  Stoford,  to  William  Symes  and  his  heirs,  in  which  family 
it  continued  for  feveral  defcents,  and  is  now  poflTeflTed  by  John_ Newman,  efq;  who 
has  a good  feat  here,  with  a fine  park  and  plantations. 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton.  The  patronage  belongs  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Warry  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  is  a very  good  neat  building, 
confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fide  ailes,  with  a tower  on  the  north  fide  thereof  con- 
taining five  bells.  There  is  a handfome  altar-piece  of  white  ftucco.  At  the  weft  end 
of  the  north  aile  is  a plain  monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed, 

“ Heic  fubter  fepultus  jacet  Thomas  Symes,  armiger,  annos  natus  46,  a febri 
ereptus  22  die  Novembris,  anno  Verbi  Incarnati  1681,  moeftifllmam  reliquit  viduam 
Merillam,  filiam  natu  minorem  Johannis  Horner,  de  Mells,  in  agro  Somerfetenfi, 
equitis  aurati:  per  quam  filium  unicum  Johannem,  et  unicam  filiam  habuit,  quorum 
haec  infans  6°  die  Septembris  1671,  occubuit,  heic  etiam  fepulta:  ille,  una  cum  matre 
fuperftite  monumentum  hoc  pofuitj  pientiflima  conjux,  memoriam  mariti  fui  pie 
colens,  hunc  etiam  fui  locum  fepulchri  ftatuens,  cum  Deo  Opt.  Max.  vifum  fuerit.” 
Arms:  Azure^  three  efcallops  in  pale  or,  Symes:  impaling, three  talbots  paflTant 
argent-,  two  and  one,  Horner. 

‘Efc. 
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CHILTON-CANTELO. 

This  parllh,  although  belonging  to  the  hundred  of  Berwick,  is  fituated  in  a nook 
between  the  hundreds  of  Somerton  and  Horethorn,  at  fome  diftance  from  its 
proper  hundred,  whereunto  it  was  added  by  the  lords  Cantilupe  its  owners,  from 
whom  it  received  its  name. 

This  parilh  contains  twenty-eight  houfes,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  inhabi- 
tants. Moft  of  the  houfes  form  two  ftraggling  ftreets  near  the  church  j the  fituation  is 
low  and  woody ; but  the  lands  are  ftrong  clay,  veiy  good,  and  worth  on  an  average 
from  thirty  to  fifty  fiiillings  an  acre.  A fmall  ftream,  rifing  at  Sandford-Orcas,  runs 
under  a ftone  bridge  of  one  arch,  and  turns  a grift-mill  in  this  parilh. 

It  is  uncertain  to  whom  the  manor  belonged  at  the  Norman  Conqueft,  there  being 
feveral  places  of  the  fame  name  entered  in  the  furvey,  and  not  diftinguilhed  by  fituation 
or  locality. 

It  was  anciently  held  of  the  manor  of  Berwick  by  a younger  branch  of  the  family 
of  Cantilupe,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee.®  Richard  de  Cantilupe  held  it 
I Edw.  I.  John  de  Cantelo  died  feized  of  it  23  Edw.  III.  leaving  two  daughters  his 
coheirefles,  of  whom  Emma  the  wife  of  Walter  Parker  had  this  manor,  and  brought  it 
to  her  faid  hufliand,  who  died  feized  of  it  35  Edw.  III.’’  In  the  time  of  Edw.  IV.  it 
was  in  the  family  of  Wadham,  and  afterwards  in  that  of  Parham,  i Mary,  Richard 
Parham  held  a moiety  of  the  manor  from  Sir  John  Rogers,  knt.  whence  it  came  to 
the  Strodes,  of  Parnham  in  the  county  of  Dorfet.  After  the  death  of  Sir  George 
Strode,  A.  D.  1702,  a partition  was  made  of  his  eftates  between  Francis  lord  Broke, 
and  Frances  countefs  of  Hertford,  in  purfuance  of  a decree  in  chancery  16  April, 
1729,  wherein  the  manor  of  Chilton-Cantelo,  rent  164I.  15s.  was  allotted  by  the  aft 
to  the  Countefs  of  Hertford.  It  now  belongs  to  J.  Goodford,  of  Yeovil,  efq;  whofe 
mother  purchafed  it  of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  who  had  it  by  his  lady,  a daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Hertford. 

The  living  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  valued  in  1292  at  fifteen  marks-' 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  is  both  patron  and  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  James;  it  is  built  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  having  at 
the  weft  end  a well-built  tower  of  Hamdon-hill  ftone,  feventy  feet  high,  with  three 
bells.  In  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  are  three  tabernacles,  and  a niche  for  holy  water. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  tranfept  is  a ftone  with  this  infcription; Here  lyeth 

the  body  of  Theophilus  Brome,  of  the  Bromes,  of  the  houfe  of  Woodlowes  neere 
Warwick  towne  in  the  county  oF  Warwick;  who  deceafed  the  i8th  of  Auguft  1670, 
aged  69.  A man  juft  in  the  adions  of  his  life;  true  to  his  friends;  forgave  thofe  that 
wronged  him^  and  dyed  in  peace,”  Arms,  Sahki  on  a chevron  argent  three  fprigs  of 
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Broom  proper. — N.  B.  There  is  a tradition  in  this  parifh,  that  the  perfon  here  interred 
requ'efted  that  his  head  might  be  taken  off  before  his  burialj  and  be  preferved  at  the 
farm-houfe  near  the  church,  where  a head,  chop-fallen  enough,  is  ftill  Ihewn,  which  the 
tenants  of  the  houfe  have  often  endeavoured  to  commit  to  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  but 
have  been  as  often  deterred  by  horrid  noifes,  portentive  of  fad  difpleafure;  and  about 
twenty  years  fince  (which  perhaps  was  the  laft  attempt)  the  fexton,  in  digging  the  place 
for  the  fcull’s  repofitory,  broke  his  fpade  in  two  pieces,  and  uttered  a folemn  affevera- 
tion  never  more  to  attempt  an  aft  fo  evidently  repugnant  to  the  quiet  of  Brome’s  head ! 


EAST-COKER. 

This  parifh  lies  fouthward  from  Berwick,  and  comprifes  a village  of  its  name, 
and  a hamlet  called  North-Coker,  in  which  was  formerly  a chapel,  lately 
taken  down  to  make  room  for  a workhoufe  fince  erefted  on  its  feite. 

This  parifh,  although  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  the  old  foffe  road,  abounds 
with  vefliges  of  Roman  antiquity.  In  the  year  1753,  in  ditching  in  a field  belonging 
to  Mr.  Forbes,  (a  great  colleftor  of  curiofities)  the  foundations  of  a Roman  dwelling- 
houfe  were  difeovered,  confifting  of  feveral  rooms,  one  of  which  was  floored  with  a 
moft  beautiful  teffelated  pavement,  reprefenting  in  ftrong  colours  a variety  of  figures, 
ampng  which  was  a female  lying  on  a couch  in  full  proportion,  with  an  hour-glafs 
under  her  elbow,  and  a cornucopia  in  her  hand;  over  her  head  a hare  flying  from’ a 
greyhound,  juft  catching  her  in  his  mouth ; and  at  her  feet  a bloodhound  in  purfuit  of 
a doe  juft  before  him.  Another  female  appeared  dreffed  in  her  Roman  ftola  with  the 
purple  laticlave;  and  a third,  much  damaged,  helping  to  affix  a robe  round  a naked 
perfon  on  a couch.  Under  this  pavement  was  a hypocauft;  and  a great  quantity  of 
bricks,  burnt  bones,  and  corroded  pieces  of  iron,  were  found  in  other  apartments.  Not 
a piece  of  this  pavement  is  now  left,  the  whole  of  the  field  Vv'herein  it  was  found  having 
been  ploughed  up,  and  the  antique  fragments  difperfed  among  curious  vifitors. 

There  are  three  places  of  the  name  of  Coker,  viz.  Eaft-Coker,  Weft-Coker,  and  • 
North-Coker,  which  are  all  deferibed  under  one  title  in  the  Norman  furvey: 

“ The  King  holds  Cocre.  Ghida  [mother  of  Earl  Harold]  held  it  in  the  time  of 
“ King  Edward.  There  are  fifteen  hides,  and  it  gelded  for  feven  hides.  The  arable 
“ is  fifteen  carucates.  Thereof  are  in  demefne  five  hides  and  a half;  and  there  are 
“ three  carucates,  and  feven  fervants,  and  four  colibeits,  and  thirty-five  villanes,  and 
“ forty-two  cottagers,  with  twelve  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five  fhillings  rent, 

“ and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  one  mile  long,  and  half  a mile  broad. 

“ Wood  eight  furlongs  long,  and  fix  furlongs  broad.  It  yields  nineteen  pounds  and 
“ twelve-pence  of  white  money.”* 

* Lib.  Domefday. 
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King  William  Rufus  granted  the  manor  of  Coker  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Stephen  at 
Caen  in  the  province  of  Normandy,  . founded,  A.  D.  1064,  by  William  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, who  was  buried  there  in  1093.'’ 

This  was  only  part  of  the  great  manor_  of  Coker  j the  refidue  whereof  belonged  to 
the  families  of  Courteney  and  Mandeville.  7 Joh.  Robert  de  Mandeville  held  one 
knight’s  fee  in  Eaft  and  Weft-Coker,  with  the  hundred  bf  Coker,  of  which  this  was 
the  principal  town.'"  4 Edw.  I.  John  de  Mandeville  was  lord  hereof,  and  after  his 
death  Clemence  his  wife  held  it  in  dower.^  T o him  fucceeded  another  J ohn,  whofe  fon 
Robert  de  Mandeville  was  outlawed  34  Edw.  I.  and  the  manors  of  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Coker  were  in  the  king’s  hands  for  a year  and  a day.®  9 Edw.  III.  Maud  the  wife  of 
Sir  William  de  Falconberge,  knt.  fifter  and  heir  of  Robert  de  Mandeville,  fon  and  heir 
of  Sir  John  de  Mandeville,  releafed  to  Hugh  de  Courteney,  fon  of  Hugh  de  Courteney 
earl  of  Devon,  all  her  right  in  the  manors  of  Eaft-Coker,  Weft-Coker,  and  in  the 
hundred  of  Coker,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet.  This  deed  of  releafe  was  dated  at 
Stcke-under-Hamden.*"  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  the  faid  Hugh  Courteney,  held  the 
manor  for  life,  and  died  feized  of  the  fame  49  Edw.  III.®  After  her  death  it  was 
inherited  by  Hugh  Courteney  earl  of  Devon,  who  died  51  Edw.  III.  leaving  iftue 
Edward  his  fon  and  heir,  Margaret  his  wife  having  Eaft  and  Weft-Coker,  with  the 
hundred  of  Coker,  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Weft-Coker,  and  ten  acres  of 
meadow  in  BureJmuUe^  within  the  manor  of  Weft-Coker,  in  dowg*  for  life.  She  died 
i5Ric.  II.'’  The  faid  Hugh  de  Courteney  earl  of  Devon,  her  hufband,  founded, 
18  Edw.  III.  a chantry  at  the  altar  before  the  high  crofs,  in  the  church  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel,  at  Eaft-Coker,  for  a chaplain  to  celebrate  divine  fervice  every  day  for 
ever,  for  the  good  eftate  of  him  the  faid  Hugh,  Margaret  his  faid  wife,  and  W illiam 
de  Middleton,  parfon  of  the  church  of  Eaft-Coker  j and  gave  four  meflliages,  fixty 
acres  of  arable  land,  and  ten  acres  of  meadow,  with  appertenances,  in  Eaft-Coker, 
North-Coker,  and  Weft-Coker,  for  the  convenient  and  proper  fupport  thereof.’  Sir 
Philip  Courteney,  knt.  held  at  his  death  7 Henry  IV.  the  manor  of  Eaft-Coker,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Richard  Courteney,  biftiop  of  Norwich,  his  fon  and  heir.  This 
Richard  died  3 Elenry  V.  leaving  Philip  Courteney,  fon  of  Sir  John  Courteney,  knt. 
his  brother,  heir  to  his  eftates.  7 Henry  V.  Edward  Courteney  held  the  manor  and 
hundred  of  Coker,  and  after  him  Hugh  his  fon  and  heir.  i Henry  VI.  Hugh 
Courteney  earl  of  Devon  died  feized  of  three  knights’  fees  in  Eaft-Coker,  North- 
Coker,  and  Hardington,  which  the  heirs  of  John  de  Maundeville  and  John  and 
Clement  de  Montalt  formerly  held  in  thofe  places  j as  alfo  the  advowfon  of  the  church 
of  Weft-Coker,  worth  per  annum  20I.''  33  Eliz.  William  Courteney  had  licence  to 

fell  this  manor  to  Bartholomew  Trevilian.'  It  afterwards  came  into  the  family  of 
Symes,  and  now  belongs  to  William  Hellyar,  efq;  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  fome 
generations.  The  feat  of  Mr.  Hellyar  adjoins  the  church-yard,  and  is  fituated  on 
an  eminence  which  overlooks  the  town,  and  commands  a fine  prolpeft  to  the  north 
and  eaft. 

Account  of  the  Alien  Priories,  5.  125,  127.  ' Rot.  Pip.  7 Joh.  " Efc.  4 Ed.  I.  ' Efc.  3 Ed.  II. 

^ Sir  William  Pole’s  Book  of  ancient  Evidences.  ® Efc.  "Ibid.  ■ Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 

“Efc.  * Licence  to  alienate. 


The 


342 


EAST-COKER.  CS)OUntj$boroU0b, 

The  manor  of  North-Coker  .belongs  to  the  biftiop  of  Exeter.  In  1553  the 
4:hapel  here,  and  lands  belonging  to  the  chantry  in  Eaft-Coker,  were  granted  to  Edward 
Ncvil  and  his  heirs! 

The  benefice  of  Eaft-Coker,  valued  in  1292  at  twenty-four  marks,"  is  an  appropri- 
ation in  the  cathedral  of  Exeter.  It  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Free  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  and  is  a light  handfome  ftruflure  in  the 
-form  of  a crofs,  with  a tower  in  the  centre,  containing  a clock,  chimes,  and  eight 
mufical  bells. 

In  the  chancel  by  the  fide  of  the  north  v/all,  is  the  mutilated  effigy  in  ftone,  of  a 
female  of  the  Courteney  family,  many  of  them  having  been  interred  within  this  church. 
There  is  alfo  a ftone  to  the  memory  of  Robert  Paul,  minifter  of  this  pariffi,  with  the 
following  curious  infcription: 

Hie  acquiefeit  corpus  Domini  Roberti  Pauli,  M.  A.  nuper  hujus  parochi.  eccle. 
paftoris  ornatiffimij  obijtAug.  22,  An.  Dorn.  1673.  Occidifti,  poffidiftij  fed  quid? 
corpus  non  animam : et  veniet  aliquando  Chriftus  cum  poteftate  et  majeftate  carnem 
illam  quaerere,  et  corpus  iftud  cadaverofum  confignare  corpori  claritatis  fuse. 

An  Acrostick. 

m eance  not  tneep,  to  bear  t&e  llorp 
2D  f l)i0  ooceafe,  teas  Coket'0  glorpf 
15  emoan  tbgfelf,  ant)  hneto  pere  lic0 
(B  ntomb’O  a tccafurc  of  geeat  pri^e: 
m icbet  or  more  celeftial  ouft 
C ime  fcacce  fiatl)  left  to  eartf)  in  trufi. 

P repar’D  fiio  fepero  foul  io  gon 
a loft,  it0  »^i)D  to  toait  upon, 

93  pliraioing  Pice,  it  coulD  not  ftag 
a onger  Peloto,  fo  fleo  atoag.”  Abijt,  non  Obijt. 

Robert  ) . f Apt 

Paul  $ I Labourer. 

Apt  labourer,  dear  faint!  all  thofe  that  knew 
Thy  works,  can  fay,  fuch  labourers  are  few: 

Indeed  there’s  non'e  could  yet  out-labour  all 
His  fellow- workmen,  fave  triumphant  Paul 
Thy  predeceflbr:  yet  thou  wert,  I know. 

So  apt  a labourer,  that  death  to  ftiew 
Thy  worth,  hence  fetch’d  thee  upon  angel’s  wings 
As  an  apt  chaplain  for  the  King  of  Kings. 

Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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Ah  mihi ! quid  dicam  ? Paulum  te  flemus  ademptum. 

In  faufta  eft  nobis  mors  tua  faufta  tibi:  , - 

Dicam,  Paule,  vale:  tua  fama  perennior  acre 
Durabit,  nullo  ftat  moritura  die. 

Et  quod  in  asternum  regem  celebrabis  Olympi 
Cokero  nullus  poftea  Paulus  erit.” 

In  the  eaft  window  of  the  chancel  are  thefe  arms;  viz.  i.  Argent  on  a bezant  a croft 
tail  or.  2.  Argent i a croft  gules,  j.  Azure ^ a faltier  or.  4.  Argenty  three  efcallops  cr. 

In  the  north  aile  is  a very  ancient  tomb  in  a niche  of  the  wall,  but  without  any 
memorial.  In  the  eaft  wall  of  the  fame  aile  is  a benetoire  for  holy  water;  and  in  the 
north  window  thefe  coats,  i.  A chevron  between  three  garbs  or.  1.  Or,  three  torteaux 
in  pile  furmounted  by  a label  of  three  points  azure,  each  charged  withes  many  bezants. 
The  arms  of  the  Courteneys,  and  their  intermarriages. 

In  the  fouth  window  of  the  fouth  aile  are  the  arms  following,  viz.  i.  Quarterly, 
firft  and  fourth,  or,  three  torteaux  in  pile;  fecond  and  third,  or,  a lion  rampant 
2.  Azure,  a croft  flory  or,  between  four  etoiies  gules,  impaling  argent,  on  a bend  Jahls 
three  plates  pierced.  3.  Gules,  a fword  and  key  in  faltire,  argent  and  or.  4.  Quarterly, 
Firft  and  fourth,  fable,  fix  martlets,  3,  a,  i,  argent-,  fecond  and  third,  azure,  a bend  or. 
5.  Argent,  a faltire  gules,  impaling  argent,  three  greyhounds  ftatant  fable. 

Near  the  church  is  an  alms-houfe,  founded  by  an  anceftor  of  the  prefent  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  endowed  with  an  eftate  at  Whitchurch  in  Dorfetlbire,  which  furniflies  two 
fhillings  a week  to  twelve  poor  widows. 

At  North-Coker  in  this  parifh  is  an  old  manfion,  in  which  are  the  following  arms 
painted  in  the  windows:  i.  Argent,  a chevron  between  three  geefe  fable-,  impaling 
bendy,  argent  and  gules,  a martlet  for  diftindlion.  2.  Snble  on  a bend  argent,  between 
fix  falcons,  three  Catherine  wheels  or. 

Not  far  from  hence  ftands  another  very  large  and  ancient  building  called  Nafh-houfe, 

A well-refpedled  family  of  the  name  of  Coker  dwelt  in  former  ages  in  this  pariili, 
and  were  beholden  to  it  for  their  appellation.  They  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent,  on  a 
gules,  three  leopards’  heads  or,  within  a bordure  engrailed  fable.  In  the  time  of 
Henry  I.  Robert  de  Cocre  was  a witneft  to  a charter  of  Robert  de  Mandeville,  con- 
cerning lands  in  Eaft-Coker.  His  fon  Matthias  de  Cocre  was  founder  of  a chantry  at 
Wembdon  in  this  county,  19  Edw.  II.  His  fon  Richard  de  Cocre  gave  lands  in 
Charlton  to  the  priory  of  Brewton,  and  occurs  19  Edw.  III.  Matthias  de  Cocre  his 
fon  held  lands  in  Coker  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  and  by  Margery 
his  wife  had  iflue  John  de  Coker,  who  was  of  Weft-Coker.  Bartholomew  his  fon  had 
a daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Seymour,  of  Wolf-hall  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  great  grandfather  to  Edward  Seymour  duke  of  Som.erfet,  which  family  ftill 
quarter  the  arms  of  Coker,  but  without  the  bordure.  This  lady  was  heireft  to  the 
elder  branch  of  the  Cokers.  William  de  Coker,  of  Rolfton  and  Bower  in  this  county, 
occurs  49  Edw.  III.  and  was  brother  of  Matthias,  the  fecond  of  that  name.  He 

married 
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married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Norris^  of  Pentelyn  in  the  county  of 
Glamorgan,  by  whom  he  had  Robert  de  Coker,  of  Bower,  who  married  the  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  John  Wallys,  of  Worle  in  this  county.  He  was  fherifF  of  Somerfet  and 
Dorfet  I Henry  VI.  and  was  father  of  John,  anceftor  of  the  Cokers  of  Mapouder  in 
the  county  of  Dorfet."  Of  this  family  alfo  was  the  Rev.  John  Coker,  the  ingenious 
author  in  the  laft  century  of  a Survey  of  Dorfetfliire,  publilhed  in  1732,  fol. 

" Hutchins’s  Hift.  of  Dorfet,  ii.  263. 


W'EST-COK  ER. 

Lies  to  the  northwell  of  Eaft-Coker,  and  a little  to  the  fouth  of  the  turnpike-road 
leading  from  Crewkerne  to  Yeovil.  This  parifti  contains  about  one  hundred 
.houfes,  moft  of  which  compofe  two  or  three  irregular  ftreets  about  the  churchj  the 
reft  are  in" two  hamlets,  Fontenoy,  half  a mile  foutheaft,  and  Bridwell,  near  Eaft- 
Chinnock.  This  parifti  is  rated  at,about  one  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

Upon  the  grant  of  King  William  Rufus  of  part  of  his  demefne  lands  in  Coker  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  Stephen,  at  Caen  in  Normandy,  the  abbot  and  convent  thought  fit  to 
tranfmit  hither  a certain  number  of  monks  to  fuperintend  their  eftates.  Thefe  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  eftablifhed  a cell  here,  and  the  convent  enjoyed  their  property  in  this  place 
till  the  diffolution  of  alien  priories  in  the  time  of  Henry  V.  when  they  were  given  to 
the  priory  of  Montacute.  The  manor  (formerly  belonging  to  the  Courteneys)  is  now 
pofiTefied  by  Henry  William  Portman,  efq. 

The  church,  valued  in  1292  at  eighteen  marks  and  a half,^  is  a reftory  in  the 
deanery  of  Marfton,  and  gift  of  Thomas  Proftor,  of  Pointingdon,  efq..  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Biftiop  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  is  a neat  edifice,  confifting  of  a nave, 
chancel,  and  fouth  aile  tiled.  The  tower  is  newly  built,  and  holds  fix  bells. 

In  the  aile,  now  ufed  as  a veftry-room,  is  a handfome  mural  monument  of  ftone, 
having  in  a recefs  under  an  arched  canopy  the  effigies  of  two  ladies  kneeling,  and  below 

this  infcription : ‘‘  Grace,  third  daughter  of  Sir  John  Portman,  knt.  and  baronet. 

Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  John  Portman,  knt.  and  baronet. 

Grace  crowns  her  youth,  y'  glads  her  parets  deare. 

Death  ftrikes  her  heart,  this  ftrikes  theirs  alfo  neare.” 

Arms:  i.  Or,  three  fleurs-de-lis  vert.  2.  Azure,  three  taus  or.  3.  Azure,  a 
chevron  argent,  between  three  gauntlets  or.  4.  Argent,  a chevron,  the  upper  part 
engrailed  between  three  rofes  gules.  5.  Argent,  three  etoiles  JaUe.  6.  Argent  a chevron 
- , * Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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ermine  between  three  moors’  heads.  7.  Argent^  a bar  ermine  between  three  annulets 
of  the  firft;  impaling,  argent^  ten  torteaux  4,  3,  2,  i.  The  fame  arms  are  on  the 
front  of  the  manor-houfe.  - 

On  the  left'  hand  of  the  communion  table  is  a ftone  monument  to  the  memory  of 
John  Perry,  M.  A.  reftor  of  this  church,  and  Mary  his  wifej  he  died  Feb.  25,  1727  i 
Ihe  April  22,  1705. 

Near  the  eaft  window  is  a monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed, “ William 

Ruddock,  of  this  parifh,  gentleman,  departed  this  life  Nov.  30,  1685;  Edith,  his 
wife,  died  Jan.  30,  1688)  Deborah,  their  daughter,  left  this  ftate  of  mortality  Feb.  21, 
1706:  who  all  reft  here  in  hope  of  a refurredion.  This  marble  being  infcribed  to 
their  pious  memory  by  the  executrix  of  the  faid  Deborah,  who  by  her  will  gave 
lool.  to  purchafe  lands  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  in  this  parifh.”  Arms:  Gules ^ a bend 
lozengy  argent. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  an  elegant  monument  of  different  forts  of 

marble,  containing  this  memorial: “ To  the  memory  of  Henry  Moore,  (and  his 

anceftors)  of  this  parifh,  gent,  who  died  in  the  year  1679.  Alfo  Henry  Moore,  his 
fon,  who  died  the  17th  of  April  1743.  Alfo  Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  laft- mentioned 
Henry  Moore,  who  died  the  2 2d  of  November  1755.  Alfo  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Moore,  B.  A.  who  died  July  4,  1759.  Alfo  Henry  Moore,  who  died  Jan.  ii,  1762. 
Alfo  Jane,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Morgan,  who  died  Sept.  24,  1769,  whofe  remains 
lie  Interred  in  the  chancel  of  the  parifh  church  of  High-Ham  in  this  county.  Alfo 
John  Moore,  who  died  Nov.  21,  1769,  (which  faid  Thomas,  Henry,  Jane,  and  John, 
were  the  fons  and  daughters  of  the  laid-  Henry  and ' Elizabeth  Moore.)  And  alfo 
Henry  Talbot  Moore,  fon  of  the  laid  John  Moore,  by  Eleanor^ his  wife,  daughter  of 
Henry  Talbot,  of  Butleigh  in  this  county,  who  died  Feb.  4,  1777,  aged  29. 

‘‘  What  though  flioi  t thy  date. 

Virtue,  not  rolling  funs,  the  mind  matures.”* 

Arms:  Argent y two  bars  engrailed  between  nine  martlets  Jahle:- 

On  another  handfome  monument  of  white  and  grey  marble- on  the  fame  wall: 

Near  this  place  lie  the  remains  of  Thomas,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Thomas  Prodor,  efq; 
of  Rock  in  the  county  of  Northumberland.  He  married  Mary,  younger  daughter  of 
John  Hall,  ofPitcombe  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  efq;  by  Mary,  fifter  of  William 
Ruddock,  efq.  He  died  Sept.  5,  1748.  And  of  John  their  fon,  who  died  July  20, 
1752.”  Arms,  Argent,  a chevron  gules  between  nine  crofs  croflets fable.  Over'  all  an 
inefcutcheon  quartefly,  firft  and  fourth,  argent,  a chevron  between  three  orles ; fecond 
and  third,  gules,  a bend  raguly  argent. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  nave  is  a white  marble  monument,  with  this  infcription: — ■ 

Gulielmus  Ruddock,  hujus  parochias  armiger,  fundator  domus  Eleemofynarite  in 
hac  parochia,  obijt  decimo  die  Novembris,  A. D.  1718.  Qua;  domus  (immediate 
poll  mortem  fundatoris)  ereda  fuit  per  Johannem  Hall,  armigerum,  executorem  fe- 
cundum  effedum  ultimas  voluntatis  teftatoris.” 

Y 7 
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This  almshoufe  was  founded  for  the  maintenance  of  five  poor  perfons  in  the  pariffi 
of  Weft-Coker,  by  the  faid  John  Hall,  in  purfuance  of  the  will  of  the  faid  William 
Ruddock  here  interred,  who  laid  a perpetual  rent-charge  of  ten  Ihillings  a week  upon 
all  his  eftates  for  that  purpofe. 

Mrs.  Deborah  Ruddock,  by  will  dated  1706,  left  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  poor 
of  this  parifti,  to  be  laid  out  in  lands  for  their  benefit. 

' Thomas  Taylor,  by  will,  dated  1677,  left  twenty  pounds  in  money,  the  yearly 
intereft  to  be  paid  by  his  executor  to  the  poor  of  Weft-Coker. 

A fimilar  fum  was  left  by  Henry  Moore  in  1679,  the  intereft  to  be  paid  in  like 
manner  at  Chriftmas.  '' 


CLOSWORTH. 

This ‘is  a fmall  parifti,  fituated  on  rifmg  ground  in  an  inclofed  and  woody 
country,  fix  miles  fouth  from  Yeovil,  and  divided  on  the  foutheaft  from  Dorfet- 
fhire  by  the  river  Ivel,  which  paffing  under  Boarden-bridge,  a mile  eaftward  from  the 
church,  runs  to  Yeovil.  The  number  of  houfes  in  the  village  is  twenty,  which  are 
fcattered  about  round  the  church.  In  the  hamlet  of  Netherton,  one  mile  north 
from  the  church,  are  ten  houfes ; in  that  of  Weston,  half  a mile  weft,  eight  houfes. 
The  inhabitants  are  about  two  hundred. 

This  manor  was  one  of  the  Earl  of  Morton’s,  at  the  time  the  following  furvey  of  it 
was  drawn  up; 

The  Earl  himfelf  holds  Clovewrde.  A thane  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
‘‘  Edward,  and  gelded  for  feven  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  demefne 
are  three -carucates,  and  three  fervants,  and  ten  villanes,  and  feven  cottagers,  with 
three  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fifteen  Ihillings  rent,  and  twelve  acres  of 
meadow.  Wood  four  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth 
feven  pounds.”* 

William  the  fon  of  this  Earl  of  Morton  endowed  his  priory  at  Montacute  with  this 
among  many  other  manors  and  eftates,  and  the  prior  had  a charter  of  free  warren 
in  all  his  lands  here  37  Henry  III.'’  It  continued  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  faid  priory 
till  its  diflblution,  when  it  was  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Morifon,  who  fold  it  i Mary  to 
Stephen  Hales,  who  3 Eliz.  fold  it  to  Henry  Portman,  efqj  in  which  name  and  family 
it  ftill  continues,  Henry  William  Portman,  efq;  being  the  prefent  owner.  The  lands 
of  the  prior  of  Montacute  in  this  parifti  were  valued  in  1293  at  thirteen  pounds.' 

® Lib.  Domefday,  ^ Cart.  37  Hen.  III.  m.  8.  * Taxat.  Temporal. 
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The  church  is  a re£tory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  valued  in  1292  at  ten  marks,'* 
It  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Montacute,  and  the  patronage  is  now  vefted 
in  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  tower 
containing  five  bells. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  Hands  a fmall  monument  of  white  marble, 

with  this  infcription: “ Underneath  lie  the  remains  of  Elizabeth  Knight,  daughter 

of  Mr.  Ambrofe  Seward,  of  Yeovil,  who  died  061.  23,  1730.  Alfo  the  body  of 
Thomas  Knight,  gent,  who  died  May  20,  1748.  This  marble  was  ere6bed,  in 'the 
higheft  fenfe  of  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  bell  of  parents,  by  their  eldeft  daughter 
Anne  Knight,  who  defires  to  reft  in  the  fame  grave,  and  to  be  made  partaker  with 
them  of  a joyful  refurredlion.”  Arms:  Paly  of  eight.  Argent,  three  pales  gules  on  a 
c^mon /able,  a Ipur  or,  Knight.  Impaling,  Argent,  on  a fefte  gules,  between  two 
chevrons  ermine,  three  rofes  of  the  firft. 

^ Taxat.  Spiritual, 


HARDINGTON 

IS  a parilh  lying  fouthward  from  Weft-Coker,  in  a bleak  and  cold  fituation,  con- 
taining feventy  houfes,  and  near  four  hundred  inhabitants. 

This  manor  was  the  demefne  of  King  William  the  Conqueror,  as  we  read  in  the 
general  furvey: 

The  King  holds  IHardintone.  Gunnild  (fifter  of  King  Elarold)  held  it  in  the 
“time  of  King  Edward,  and  there  are  ten  hides,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The 
arable  is  ten  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  five  hides  and  a half,  and  there  are 
“ two  carucates,  and  feven  fervants,  and  fixteen  villanes,  and  fixteen  cottagers,  with 
“ eight  ploughs.  There  are  forty  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  five  furlongs  long,  and 
“ four  furlongs  broad.  It  yields  twelve  pounds  and  fourteen  ftiillmgs  of  white  filver.”* 

After  the  Conqueft  this  manor  was  annexed  to  the  barony  of  Marlh wood  m the 
county  of  Dorfet,  and  held  as  parcel  thereof  by  the  noble  family  of  Mandeville  or  de 
Magna  Villa,  who  came  over  with  King  William,'’  and  obtained  large  poireifions  in  this 
country.  Hence  this  place  was  named  Hardin gton-Mandeville.  In  the  aid 
levied  for  marrying  the  King’s  daughter,  GefFerey  de  Mandeville  certified  that  he  held 
the  manor  of  Herdinton,  confifting  of  one  knight’s  fee,  of  his  Lord  the  King  in 
Sumerfete.'’  To  which  GefFerey  fucceeded  William,  and  to  him  Robert  de  Mandeville, 
whofe  fon  Robert  paid  ten  marks  7 Joh.  for  his  relief  of  this  manor.**  John  de 
Mandeville  occurs  lord  of  this  manor  4Edw.  I.'  Robert  his  fon  13  Edw,  11.  paid 

* Lib.  Domefday*  Chron.  Norman^  ^ Lib.  Nig.  Scac,  i,  joi.  ^ Rot.  Pip.  7 Joh,  ‘ Efc. 
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tlie  fum  of  forty  nrillings  for  licence  to  enfeoff  Alexander,  the  fon  of  Andrew  Luttrell, 
with  this  manor/  Whence  it  paffed  to  the  families  of  Fauconbergh,  Wadham,  and 
Strangeways,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Ilchefter. 

The  living  of  Hardington,  valued  in  1292  at  twenty  marks,®  is  a reftory  in  the 
deanery  of  Ilchefter,  and  in  the  gift  of  William  Hellyar,  efq.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Daubeny 
is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  confifts  offa  nave,  chancel,  north  aile,  and  tower  at  the  weft  end,  con- 
taining five  bells. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  chancel  are  two  ftone  monuments,  infcribed, “ Here  refteth 

the  body  of  Samuel  Hood,  M.  A.  redor  of  this  church  upwards  of  fifty-one  years. 
He  died  April  10,  172&,  astat.  80.” 

[Then  follows  a long  lift  of  fourteen  of  his  children,  and  the  date  of  their  deaths.3 

‘'Here  refteth  the  body  of  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hood,  redor  of  this 
church,  and  mother  of  theft  children,  and  four  more,  whom  God  preferve  ! She  died 
March  30,  1718,  astat.  63.” 

Near  the  chancel  door,  on  a brafs  plate,  is  a long  bombaftick  and  ridiculous  in- 
fcription  in  Latin  proft  and  Englifti  verft,  commemorating  a former  redor  of  this 
parifh  of  the  name  of  Blagden,  who  died  Jan.  13,  1675,  ^1' 

In  this  parifh  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  chapel  of  elegant  workmanfhip,  con- 
verted fome  time  fince  into  a weaving  fhop. 

^ Rot.  Pip.  13  Ed.  II.  * Taxat.  Spiritual. 


P E N D O M E R. 

This  parifh  ftands  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Hardington,  at  the  eaft  end  of  a flat  vale 
more  than  a mile  in  width,  and  fkirted  with  high  lands  to  the  north  and  fouth. 
Hence  its  original  name  Penne^  which  fignifies  in  old  Britifh  a head  or  fummit ; and  is 
particularly  applied  to  elevated  points  of  land.  About  half  a mile  eaftward  from  the 
church,  which  ftands  on  a fine  eminence,  is  Birfs-Hilly  or  Abbot' s-Hill,  a large  fwelling 
knoll  of  high  ^ound,  the  fides  of  which  are  finely  ftriped  with  hanging  woods.  From 
the  fummit  there  is  a very  extenfive  profped  into  both  Somerftt  and  Dorftt. 

This  is  ranked  among  the  manors  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  under  the  following 
defcription : 

' " Alured  holds  of  the  Earl,  Penne.  Alwald  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are  three 

" carucates. 
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" carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs. 

There  are  ten  acres  of  meadow,  and  four  furlongs  of  pafture  in  length  and  breadth. 

Wood  feven  furlongs  long,  and  three  furlongs  broad.  It  was  worth  forty  fhillings, 
“ now  fixty  fhillings.”* 

Its  principal  lords  after  the  Conqueft  were  the  family  of  Domer  or  Dummer, 
the  effigy  of  one  of  whom  lies  in  a Gothick  niche  under  the  north  wall  of  the 
church,  in  armour,  with  his  ffiield  on  his  left  arm,  and  his  military  belt  and  fwordj 
his  head  bare,  lying  on  his  helmet.  At  his  head  and  feet  fland  the  effigies  of  his  two 
fons,  who  fupport  an  arched  canopy  above.  The  manor  now  belongs  to  Earl  Poulett, 
who  has  it  by  inheritance  from  many  generations. 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Ilchefter,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Webber  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  Gothick  building  of  one  pace,  with  a turret,  containing  two 
bells,  at  the  weft  end. 

In  the  chancel  window  are  thefe  coats,  i.  A crofs  argent.  i.  A bend  or  between 
fix  plates.  3.  The  fame  as  2,  with  the  addition  of  a mullet  for  diftinftion.  4.  Or, 
on  a chevron  argent  a mitre  of  the  firft. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a fmall  monument,  infcribed: Near 

this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Thomas  Taylor,  37  years  reftor  of  this  pariffi.  He  died 
Dec.  12,  1720,  aged  66.”  Arms,  i.  Argent y a bar  counter-embattled  between  fix 
fleurs-de-lis  Jable.  2.  Sabky  a lion  paflant  argent.  3.  Argent^  three  Catherine-^ 
wheels  gules. 

The  font  is  circular,  very  large  and  clumfy.  The  chriftenings  in  this  pariffi  are 
five,  the  burials  three,  on  an  average  annually. 

® Lib.  Domefday. 


SUTTON-BINGHAM 

IS  a fmall  pariffi  of  very  few  houfes,  in  a little  valley,  between  two  hills,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Eaft-Coker.  The  lands  are  moftly  arable,  and  produce  fome  hemp  and 
flax.  The  river  Parret  rifes  a little  to  the  fouth,  and  turns  a mill  in  this  pariffi.  This 
ftream  contains  trout,  eels,  roach,  and  dace. 

The  manor  of  Sutton  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  Roger  Arundel; 

“ Roger  [Buiflel]  holds  of  Roger,  Sutone.  Ulward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  There  are  fix 
bordars,  and  four  cottagers,  and  a mill  of  fixteen  ffiillings  rent.  There  are  twelve 

acres 
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acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  three  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  was 

worth  one  hundred  fliillings,  now  thirty  {hillings. 

This  Roger  BuilTel  was  progenitor  of  the  family  of  Bingham,  who  refided  in  this 
place,  and  gave  it  the  addition  of  their  name.  Sir  John  de  Bingham,  knt.  was  living 
here  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  to  whom  lineally  fucceeded  Silvefterde  Bingham,  Gefferey 
de  Bingham,  Auguftine  de  Bingham,  William  de  Bingham,  Ralph  de  Bingham,  Sir 
Ralph  de  Bingham,  knt.  and  Sir  Willilm  de  Bingham,  who  refided  in  this  place  in 
the  time  of  Henry  III.  and  left  iffue  Margaret  his  daughter  and  heir,  married  to 
Ralph  lord  Biflet,  in  whofe  defendants  the  manor  long  continued. 

Another  branch  of  this  ancient  family,  defended  from  Sir  Ralph  de  Bingham,  was 
feated  at  Eaft-Melcombe  in  the  county  of  Dorfetj  and  bore  for  their  arms,  a 

bend  cotifed  between  fix  croffes  formee  cr.  Another  branch  was  feated  in  Warwick- 
fhire,  and  others  in  Kerit,  Herts,  and  Nottinghamfliirej.  and  divers  defendants  of 
the  feveral  families  are  fill  exifting. 

The  manor  of  Sutton-Bingham  is  now  in  the  pofTeflion  of  Wyndham  Harbin,  efq, 

The  living  was  valued  in  1292  at  feven  marks;'’  it  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of 
Marfton;  and  In  the  gift  of  Wyndham  Harbin,  efq.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Barjew  is  the 
prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  building  tiled,  with  two  bells  hanging  in  a hole  of  the  wall  at 
the  weft  end.  Between  the  chancel  and  the  nave  is  a fine  Saxon  arch. 

A flat  ftone  has  this  infription: Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Nicholas  Stone, 

minifter  of  Sutton-Bingham,  who  deceafed  June  3,  1674.”  And  over  it  on  the  wall, 
“ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Mrs.  Joane  Stone,  a great  example  of  all  Chriftian  virtues  j 
who  was  buried  Dec.  8,  1667.” 

* Lib.  Domefday.  **  Taxat.  Spiritual, 
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HORETHORNE. 

This  hundred,  fituated  in  the  foutheaft  extremity  of  the  county,  on  the  borders 
of  Dorfetfhire,  derived  its  name  from  a down  in  the  vicinity  of  Milborne- 
Port,  called  Horethorne-Down^  in  regard  of  its  once  having  a remarkable 
thorn,  on  the  fpot  where  in  priftine  times  the  hundred  courts  were  held>  which  tree, 
being  confpicuous  to  the  furrounding  country,  was  denominated  by  the  Saxons 
)?eap-Dopn,  or  the  High  Thorn.  On  this  down,  which  Is  common  land,  and  con- 
tains about  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  rife  feven  fprings  clofe  together,  and  uniting 
their  waters,  form  a rivulet,  which  paffes  through  the  parifli  of  Pointington,  and  at 
Sherborne  falls  into  the  river  Yeo. 

The  hundred  and  manor  of  Horethorne  were  anciently  vetted  in  the  kings  of 
England,  and  continued  in  their  pofleffion  till  the  time  of  Edw.  II.  That  king,  by  his 
charter,  bearing  date  Sept.  i6,  the  7th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  faid  manor  and 
hundred  to  Robert  Fitzpaine,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Kinglbury  in  the  parifli  of  Milborne, 
in  exchange  for  that  of  Norton,  which  at  the  fame  time  was  rettored  to  Walter,  bifliop 
of  Coventry  and  Litchfield.*  v 

In  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  the  manor  and  hundred  were  held  by  Sir  Thomas 
Stanley,  knt.  and  Margaret  his  wife,  countefs  of  Richmond.'* 

• Rot.  Pip.  13  Ed.  II.  et  ap.  Cart.  Antiq.  “ Efc.  14  Ed.  IV. 
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MILBORNE-P’ORT 

IS  a borough  town,  ten  miles  foutheafl:  from  Ivelchefter,  and  two  miles  eaft  from 
Sherborne  in  Dorfetlhire,  The  fituation  is  very  pleafant,  being  in  a vale  nearly 
furrounded  with  fine  liills,  and  in  a healthy  foil.  It  confifts  of  four  ftreetsj  the  prin- 
cipal one  is  called  High-ftreet,  and  is  tolerably  wide,  but  irregularly  built.  In  this 
ftreet  is  the  guild-hall,  an  ancient  building,  having  a door- cafe  partly  of  Saxon  and 
partly  of  Norman  ftru61:ure.  In  the  middle  of  the  town  ftands  an  old  market-houfe,, 
now  converted  into  a warehoufe,  and  the  arches  clofed  up.  Here  are  - confiderable 
manufaftures  of  woollen,  linen,  and  hofiery,  which  employ  moft  of  the  poor  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  pariflies.  The  principal  markets  for  the  goods  are  London, 
Briftol,  Bath,  Salifbury,  and  Exeter. 

This  parifii  contains  about  four  thoufand  acres  of  land,  and  feeds  annually  about 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  fheep.  The  inclofed  part  is  moftly  arable,  and  produces 
good  crops  of  all  forts  of  grain;  the  foil  is  a ftone-rufh.  There  is  marie,  and  done 
for  rough  building,  and  for  repair  of  the  roads ; but  it  is  of  a foft  kind,  and  quickly 
turns  to  dirt-  It  contains  few  (if  any)  foflils. 

In  the  high  ftreet  of  the  town  is  a well  called  Town- Well,  which  fupplies  moft  of  , 
the  inhabitants  with  water.  Another  fpring,  called  Bath-Well^  rifes  behind  the  church. 

A third  fpring,  rifing  at  Bradley-head,  forms  a brook,  which  turns  a corn-mill  in  the 
hamlet  of  Milborne-Wick. 

From  the  circumftance  of  thefe  Iprings  and  rivulets,  and  from  there  having  been 
formerly  in  this  parifh  more  mills  than  in  moft  other  parilhes  of  the  county,  the 
Saxons  gave  this  place  the  name  of  ClOyllbupn,  which  is  compounded  of  COyll,  or 
OOylen,  a mill,  and  Bupn,  a torrent;  and  from  the  circumftance  of  its  being  a borough 
and  market-town,  the  moft  confiderable  in  thefe  parts,  it  obtained  the  additional  name 
of  Popr,  fignifying  a town  or  incorporated  vill,  by  which  it  is  diftinguiflied  to  this  day. 
Its  importance  in  early  ages  may  be  collefted  from  the  following  record: 

“ The  King  holds  Meleburne.  King  Edward  held  it.  It  never  paid  geld,  nor  is 
“ it  known  how  many  hides  there  are.  The  arable  is  fifty  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
“ four  carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  feventy  villanes,  and  eighteen  cottagers,  with 
“ fixty-five  ploughs.  There  are  fix  mills  paying  feventy-feven  {hillings  and  fixpencej 
and  one  hundred  and  feventy  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  two  miles  in  length,  and 
nine  furlongs  in  breadth.  Pafture  four  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad,  and 
“ one  mile  of  moor. 

“In  this  manor  are  fifty-fix  burgefiTes,  and  a market  paying  fixty  {hillings. 

“ The  whole  of  Meleburne,  with  its  aforefaid  appendages,  pays  fourfcore  pounds 
“,of  white  money,  wanting  nine  {hillings  and  five  pence.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward 
“ it  was  accountable  for  half  a night’s  entertainment  for  the  King,  and  one  fourth. 
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“■  Reinbald  holds  the  church  with  one  hide.  He  has  there  one  plough.  It  is  worth 
“ thirty  fnillings/ 

“ Of  the  third  penny  [of  the  county]  Meleburne  pays  twenty  Ihilllngs.’’ 

Warmund  holds  of  the  Ea!i[of  Morton]  in  Meleburne  one  hide.  The  arable 
“ is  one  carucate,  which  is  in  demefne,  with  two  cottagers,  and  two  fervants,  and  eleven 

acres  of  meadow  diere,  and  a mill  rendering  fixteen  pence,  and  five  burgefies  pay 

three  ftiillings.  The  whole  is  worth  twenty  fiiiiiings.' 

Not  long  after  the  Conqueft  this  town  feems  to  have  loft  a great  deal  of  its  fbrmer- 
confequence,  but  ftill  retained  its  market,  and  its  privilege  as  a borough;  returning 
burgefies  26,  28,  33,  and  35  Edw.  I.  after  which  it  Ceafed  to  be  reprefented  in  par- 
liament till  15  Car.  I.  when  it  was  reftored  to  that  franchife,  and  was  fuiiimoned  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  return  members.  The  borough  is  governed  by  the  owners 
of  nine  bailiwicks,  who  are  the  lords  thereof,  hold  a court-leet,  and  are  aflifted  by 
two  deputy  bailiff's,  two  conftables,  an  ale-tafter,  a fearcher  and  fealer  of  leather, 
befides  the  pariih  officers.  There  is  alfo ‘within  the  borough,  a corporate  body  of  nine 
perfons,  confifting  of  two  ftewiirds  and  feven  afliftants.  In  this  body  feveral  parcels  of 
lands  are  vefted,  the  rents  and  profits  of  which  are  appropriated  to  the  fecond  poor  of 
the  borough. 

The  arms  of  the  borough  are,  a lion  palfant  gardant  with  the  letter  R in  bafe. 

The  manor  of  Kingsbury-Regis,  a tithing  in  this  pariffi,  belongs  to  the  Earl  of 
Uxbridge.  2 Edw.  I.  John  de  Burgh  gave  this  manor  to  the  King,  whence  it  received 
its  additional  title.'* 

King  Henry  I.  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  the  abbey  of  Ciren- 
cefter  in  Gloucefterihire  certain  of  his  demefne  lands  lying  within  the  pariffi  of  Milborne- 
Port,  together  with  the  reftory  of  Milborne-Port,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of 
the  fame;'  all  which  lands  and  premifes  were  held  by  the  faid  abbey  till  its  diffolution, 
and  were  then  granted  to  Wykeham  College  in  Winchefter,  to  which  they  now  belong. 

The  abbot  of  Cirencefter  had  an  annual  penfion  of  two  marks  out  of  the  reftdry. 
Biffiop  Savaricus  wiffied  to  have  made  the  redtory  a prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Wells, 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  abbot  of  that  convent  and  his  fuccefibrs  for  ever;  but  his 
propofal,  which  was  made  about  the  year  1198,  was  not  acceded  ta.' 

The  fellows  of  Winchefter  College  are  the  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  The  Rev. 
George  Ifaac  Huntingford  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  In  1292,  the  reftory  was  rated 
at  twenty-five  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  eight,  out  of  which  a penfion  of  two  marks 
was  paid  to  the  redor.^ 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Evangelift.  It  is  an  ancient  ftrudure 
in  the  form  of  a crofs,  over  which  is  a large  quadrangular  tower,  fupported  by  two 
pointed,  and  two  femicircular  arches,  and  containing  fix  bells. 

* Lib.  Domefday.  Ibid.  * Ibid.  Pat.  2 Edw.  I.  m.  24..  ® Cait.  Aatiq.. 

' Archer’s  Account  of  Religious  Houfes.  « Taxat,  Spiritual. 
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^Againft  the  eaft  wall  of  the  north  aile  is  a neat  monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed. 

In  a vault  underneath  is  depofited  the  body  of  Thomas  Medlycott,  of  Abingdon 
in  the  county  of  Berks,  efq;  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  deputy-lieutenant  of  the  faid 
county,  who  departed  this  life  Dec.  13,  1716,  aged  88  years,  9 months,  and  15  days. 

In  the  fame  vault  is  alfo  depofited  the  body  of  James  Medlycott,  efq;  fon  and 
heir  of  the  faid  Thomas  Medlycott,  and  in  feveral  parliaments  one  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  this  borough,  who  died  May  2,  1731,  aged  73.  Here  alfo  lyeth  the  body  of 
James  Medlycott,  gent,  fecond  fon  of  the  laid  James  Medlycott,  who  died  Feb.  14, 
1729,  aged  26.”  Arms,  Quarterly,  guks  and  a-zurcy  per  felfe  indented,  three  lions 
rampant  argent. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  fame  aile; This  facred  marble  is  ereded  in  memory 

of  George  Medlycott,  gent,  firft  lieutenant  in  Colonel  Moreton’s  regiment  of  marines, 
who  died  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  the  debt  he  owed  to  nature  paid  his  country. 

“ Near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Medlycott,  gent,  only  fon  of  Thomas 
Medlycott,  of  Venn''  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  June  13, 
1741,  in  the  loth  year  of  his  age.” 

The  fingers’  gallery  was  ereded  by  Sir  Thomas  Travell,  knt.  and  James  Medlycott, 
efq;  in  the  year  1712. 

In  the  chancel  floor  is  a ftone  with  this  infcription: “ Here  lieth  th^  body  of 

the  Rev.  Mr,  John  Hall,  vicar  of  this  place,  who  died  Feb.  25,  1765,  aged  45  years.” 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a ftone  monument,  infcribed, 

**  Near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Noake,  who  dyed  Feb.  1 9,  1701,  aged  71. 
And  alfo  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  dyed  July  16,  1708,  aged  87.  She  was  the  mother, 
grandmother,  and  great-grandmother  of  66  children. 

Here  likewife  are  interred  John  Noake,  grandfon  of  the  abovementioned,  and 
Mary  Noake,  his  wife,  with  four  of  their  children,  who  all  died  young.  John  Noake 
died  Jan.  23, 1737,  aged  51  years.  Mary  Noake  died  April  18,  1727,  aged  39  years.” 

Above  this,  on  a fquare  tablet  of  white  marble; Near  this  place  lies  the  body 

of  Elizabeth  Noake,  who  died  Aug.  4,  1775,  54*  body  of  Catharine 

Noake,  who. died  the  ift  of  November  1776,  aged  50  years.” 

On  a large  old  tomb  in  the  church-yard: Here  refteth  the  body  of  Thomas 

Prankerd,  bachelor,  interred  the  3d  of  Januarie  1609,  which  gave  by  his  will  to  the 
people  of  M.^  P.  40  povnds  to  be  and  remaine  to  them  for  ever:  And  I will  and 
appoynt  and  by  thes  j^ntes  doe  ordaine  and  make  my  kinfmen  Robert,  Thomas,  John, 
and  William  Prankerds,  joynte  overfeers  to  rule  and  govern  the  ftock  to  the  poore; 
and  the  profit  quarterly  to  be  diftributed  to  the  faid  poore. 

Here  alfo  refteth  the  body  of  James  Prankerd,  bacheler,  who  dyed  the  21ft  of 
January  1699,  aged  35  years;  who  was  the  fon  of  Edward  Prankerd,  who  dyed  the 

^ Venn  lies  north  from  Milborne-Port,  and  is  the  manor  and  feat  of  the  prefent  T.  H.  Medlycott,  efq. 
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29th  of  April  1692,  aged  74  years: — And  the  faid  James  Prankerd,  to  his  everlafting 
remembrance,  gave  unto  the  poor  of  Milbourn-Port  the  intereft  of  60  pounds,  to  be 
paid  unto  them  in  Chriftmas  week  yearly  for  ever;  at  the  difcretion  of  Edward,  John, 
and  Thomas,  brothers  of  the  faid  James  Prankerd,  and  Edward  Prankerd  their  kinf- 
man,  in  whofe  hands  the  faid  60  pounds  are  to  remaine  fo  long  as  they  fhall  live;  and 
when  it  lhall  pleafe  God  -that  either  of  them  lhall  dye,  the  furvivours  of  him  fo  dying 

lhall  proceed  to  chufe  another  of  the  faid  name  in  his  Head,  as  further  appears  in 

Prankerd’s  will. 

On  another  tomb: — Here  lyes  the  body  of  Jofeph  Lewyes,  who  dyed  March  22, 
1767,  aged  81  years;  who  gave  fifteen  pounds  to  the  poor  of  this  town.” 

In  the  garden  of  Mr.  Noake,  adjoining  the  church-yard,  on  opening  the  ground 
fome  years  fince  for  the  foundation  of  a building,  near  fixty  bodies  were  found,  lying 
twenty  in  a row,  with  their  heads  to  the  north.  In  one  of  the  rows  were  men,  women, 
and  children.  No  remains  of  any  coffins  were  found;  and  it  is  fuppofed  they  were 
buried  here  in  the  time  of  the  great  plague,  when  (as  tradition  fays)  1 500  died  here 
within  one  year. 

When  Cromwell’s  foldiers  were  in  this  town  they  robbed  the  church  of  the  bible; 
but  in  their  return  were  attacked  by  the  town’s  people,  who,  armed  with  quarter-flaffs, 
refcued  the  bible,  and  put  the  Oliverians  to  flight. 

Milborne-Port  gave  name  to  an  eminent  family.  Sir  William  de  Milborn  was 
living  in  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  Sir  John  de  Milborn  in  1413,  2 Hen.  V.  and  Ralph 
de  Milborn  was  fleward  of  the  monaftery  of  Glaflonbury.  Their  defcendants  w'ere 
feated  at  Monaflow  in  the  county  of  Monmouth. 

King  Richard  II.  granted  this  place  a, charter  for  holding  a two-days  fair  annually; 
and  a confirmation  of  its  weekly  market.  A fecond  fair  is  held  by  prefcription,  as  it  is 
fuppofed,  no  grant  of  a charter  being  to  be  found.  The  fairs  are,  June  5,  and  Oft.  28. 


CHARLETON-HORETHORNE,  or  CHARLETON-CAMVILLE  j 

The  former,  from  its  fituation;  the  latter,  from  its  old  pofTefTors;* 

TS  a parlfli  north  of  Milborne-Port,  in  the  turnpike-road  between  Wincanton  and 
A Sherborne,  pleafantly  fituated  in  a rich  vale,  inclofed  and  well  cultivated. 

It  belonged  at  the  Conquefl:  to  Robert  Fitz-Gerold,  a Norman: 

Robert  the  fon  of  Girold  holds  of  the  King,  Cerletone,  and  Godzeline  of  him. 
**  Godman  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable 

• In  fome  old  writings  it  is  called  South-Chari  ton,  and  Charlton- under-Horethorne. 
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is  twelve  carucates.  In  demefne  are  three  carucates,  and  feven  fervants,  and  four 
“ villanes,  and  fifteen  bordars,  and  three  cottagers,  with  eight  ploughs.  There  is  a 
mill  of  five  fhillings  rent,  and  fifty  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  four  furlongs  long, 
and  three  furlongs  broad.  Wood  half  a mile  long,  and  as  much  broad.  It  was 
worth  ten  pounds,  now  fix  pounds.”'’ 

Soon  after  this  general  furvey,  this  manor  was  in  the  poflefTion  of  the  family  of 
Camville,  or  Canvill,  or  de  Campvilla,  of  whom,  in  the  5rii  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Stephen,  Gerard  de  Camville  gave  two  parts  of  the  tithe  of  this  parifh  to  the  Cluniac 
abbey  of  Bermondfey  in  Surrey.' 

To  this  Gerard  fucceeded  Richard  de  Camville,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  abbey 
of  Combe  in  Warwickfliire,  and  12  Steph.  was  witnefs  to  the  agreement  between  that 
King  and  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  touching  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown.  This 
Richard,  for  the  fake  of  his  own  foul,  and  the  fouls  of  his  anceftors  and  fucceifors, 
granted  in  perpetual  alms  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Kenilworth  in  the  county  of 
Warwick,  the  church  of  St.  Peter  of  Cherletone  within  that  his  manor,  with  all  lands 
and  tithes,  meadows  and  paftures,  and  all  liberties  and  other  appei  tenances.  To  this 
charter  many  of  the  family  were  witnefles,  and  therefore  the  deed  itfelf  is  fubjoined.* 
He  died  at  the  fiege  of  Aeon,  in  which  expedition  he  had  attended  King  Richard  I. 

Gerard  de  Camville,  his  fon,  fucceeded  him.  He  married  Nicola,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Richard  De  la  Hay,  by  which,  and  his  other  connedions,  he  became  pof- 
felTed  of  a large  extent  of  property  in  this  and  other  counties.  But  for  fome  difloyai 
pradices  his  poffeflions  were  feized  by  the  crown,  and  himfelf  adjudged  to  be  baniflied 
the  kingdom.  However,  upon  intercefllon,  and  the  payment  of  two  thoufand  marks, 
he  was  reinftated  in  his  lands,  and  reftored  to  favour. 

Richard,  his  fon  and  heir,  married  Euftachia,  daughter  and  heir  of  Gilbert  Baflet, 
relid  of  Thomas  de  Verdon.  16  Joh,  he  had  livery  of  part,  and  2 Hen.  III.  of  all 
his  paternal  inheritance.  He  left  iffue  by  his  faid  wife  one  foie  daughter  and  heir, 
named  Idonea,  who  was  married  to  William  de  Longefpee,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Salifbury, 
who  10  Henry  III.  after  the  death  of  the  faid  Richard,  had  livery  of  his  lands,  as  he 
had  1 5 Henry  III.  of  all  thofe  lands  which  had  been  held  of  the  honour  of  Camel  in 

•*  Lib.  Domefday.  ' Cart.  5 Steph. 

^ Roberto,  Dei  Gratia,  Bathonienfi  Epifeopo,  et  Roberto  Archidiacono,  et  uriiverfo  Bathonienfis  Ecclefice 
Capitulo,  RIcardus  de  Campvilla  in  Domino  Salutem.  Sciant  omnes  prjefentes  et  pofteri,  quod  ego  Ricardus  de 
Campvilla,  pro  falute  anims  mese,  et  meorum  prsedecefforum,  et  fucceflbrum,  conceffi,  etin  perpetuam  elemofuiam 
donavi,  eedefias  Sanibas  Maris  de  Keningwrda,  et  canonicis  ibidem  Deo  fervientibus,  ecclefiam  Sandi  Petri  de 
Cherletona,  in  manerio  meo  in  Sumerfeta ; cum  terris  et  decimis,  et  omnibus  ad  eandem  ecclefiam  pertinentibus  j 
falvo  jure  monachoru;netmonafterii  de  Bermundefeia,  ad  quorum  jus  antiquum  pertinent  dus  partes  decima- 
tionis,  tamde  agricultura,  quam  de nutrlmends  animalium  de  dominio  meo:  Quare  volo,  effirmiter  ftatuo,  ut 
prsdidi  Canonici  prsnominatam  ecclefiam  de  Cherleton  habeant,  et  teneant  bene,  et  in  pace,  et  honorifice, 
,folutam  et  liberam,  et  quietam  ab  onmi  fervitio  et  exaftione  feculari,  ficut  fupradidlum  eft,  cum  terris  et  decimis, 
pratis  et  pafcuis,  et  omnibus  pertinentiis  et  libertatibus  fuis;  et  ut  nullus  heredum,  vel  hominum  meorum,  huic 
0ies  donafioni  contrarie,  vel  earn  in  aliquo  temere  perturbare  prsfumat.  Hiis  teftibus,  Gerardo  de  Campvilla, 
Hugone  de  Campvilla,  Willielrao  de  Campvilla,  Ricardo  de  Campvilla,  Millifenta  Marmiun,  Walterode  Campo 
Avene,  Philippo  de  Sanfto  Ligero,  Ranulpho  de  Ghent,  Humfredo  Clerico,  Ricardo  Clerico.” 
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this  place  and  Henftridge  by  Nicola  De  la  Hay,  and  by  hereditary  right  belonged  to 
the  faid  Idonea. 

Which  William  de  Longefpee  was  the  fon  of  the  celebrated  Ela  countefs  of 
Saliibury,  who  executed  the . office  of  ffieriff  for  the  county  of  Wilts  for  feveral  fuc- 
ceffive  reigns,  being  the  only  female  to  whom  fuch  a publick  and  very  a6live  charge 
was  ever  before  committed. 

This  William  de  Longefpee  was  flain  abroad  by  the  Saracens,  A.  D.  1250,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  and  heir  William  de  Longefpee,  who  36  Henry  III.  did 
homage  and  had  livery  of  his  lands.  He  married  Maud,  the  daughter  of  Sir  W alter 
Clifford,  knt.  with  whom  he  had  in  marriage  a portion  of  twenty-eight  pounds  eight 
ffiillings,  and  two-pence  per  annum;  a fum  oonlidered  large  enough  in- thofe  days  of 
moderation.  He  died  41  Henry  III.  leaving  iffue  by  the  faid  Maud  feveral  children, 
whereof  Margaret  inherited  the  eftate. 

Which  Margaret  was  married  to  Henry,  fon  of  Edmund  de  Lacy  earl  of  Lincoln, 
who  22  Edw.  I.  procured  a charter  for  a weekly  market  to  be  held  on  this  his  manor, 
and  a fair  yearly  on  the  eve  and  day  of  St.  Thomas  the  martyr.*  He  died  4 Edw.  IL 
leaving  Alice  his  daughter  and  heir,  the  wife  of  Thomas  earl  of  Lancafter,  fon  and 
heir  of  Edmund  earl  of  Lancafter,  brother  to  King  Edward  I. 

Of  which  Alice  it  is  reported,"*  that  on  the  Monday  before  Afcenfion-day,  A,  D. 
1317,  being  at  Great-Canford  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  fhe  was  violently  feized  by  a 
certain  knight  of  the  family  of  John  earl  of  Warren,  and  carried  away,  in  fight  and 
'defpite  of  her  hufband,  towards  the  Earl’s  houfe  at  Ryegate  in  Surrey;  but  her 
condu6tors  feeing  in  their  paffage  in  the  road  betwixt  Holton  and  Farnham  certain 
ftreamers  and  banners  through  a hedge,  which  they  thought  belonged  to  people  who 
had  been  fent  to  refeue  her,  but  which  really  belonged  to  fome  priefts  going  in  pro- 
ceffion;  they  fled,  and  left  her  all  alone;  but  when  they  found  their  miftake,  they 
quickly  returned,  and  brought  with  them  a perfon  of  a very  low  ftature,  lame,  and 
hunch-backed,  called  Richard  de  St.  Martin,  who  challenged  her  for  his  wife,  and 
afterwards  perfifting  in  his  infolence,  laid  claim  to  the  earldoms  of  Lincoln  and  Saliibury 
in  her  right. 

It  was  not  allowed;  and  ffie,  furviving  her  hulband  the  Earl  of  Lancafter,  granted 
the  reverfion  of  this  manor  to  the  crown,  after  the  death  of  John  earl  of  Warren.  She 
married  to  her  fecond  hulband  Eubulo  le  Strange,  and  died  22  Edv/.  Ill, 

The  manor  of  Charleton  being  thus  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  the  reverfion  thereof 
was  granted  by  King  Edward  III.  to  William  de  Montacute  earl  of  Salifbury,  whofe 
fon  William  died  feized  of  it  20  Ric.  II.  ' Elizabeth  the  wife  of  the  faid  William  had 
it  in  dower,  and  held  it  till  2 Henry  V.  when  again  efeheating,  it  was  granted  by  that 
King  to  his  brother  John  duke  of  Bedford,  v/ho  died  feized  of  it  14  Henry  VI. 

In  an  old  writing'  are  the  following  documents  relating  to  the  early  ftate  of  this  manor: 

* Cart.  22  Ed.  I.  Tho.  Walfingham.  Hift.  p.  85. 

‘ Rawlinfon’s  Book  of  Inquilitions,  MS.  in  the  Harleian  Library. 
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“To  the  manor  of  Charlton- Horthorne  belong  Horfingtonj  Cheriton,  and  fome 
land  in  Wyncaulton,  and  a meadow  in  Stowell.  This  Charlton  with  the  apperte- 
nances  was  purchafed  of  one  Nicholas  Edmond,  lord  thereof.” 

“ Sciant,  &c.  quod  ego  Ricus  de  Camvile,  aflenfu  &c.  GIrardi  Patris  mei  dedi,  et 
conceffi  Roberto  filio  Mychel  & hseredibus  fuis  2 car.  & dimid.  terr.  in  maner.  de 
Cheriton  cum  omnibus  pertin.  fuis,  & pro  hac  donatione  praed.  Robertus  dedit  6o 
marcas  argenti.”  No  date. 

“ Anno  7°  Hen.  III.  Ricardus  de  Camvile  p finem  levat.  concedit  cuidam  Willo 
Longefpee,  & Idoneae  uxori  ejus  quandam  partem  manerii  de  Charlton  & hteredibus 
fuis,  &CC.  Ifta  fuit  filia  & haeres  difti  Ricardi.  Ifte  Willus  habuit  exitum  Ricardum 
Longefpee  Dnum  de  Charlton-Camvile.” 

The  arms  of  Carnville  were  differently  borne j as,  an  eagle  dilplayed,  and  three 
lions  paffant." 

The  manor  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge. 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton.  The  re£tory  was  rated  in 
1292  at  twenty-five  marks,  and  the  vicarage  at  nine."  The  canons  of  Kenilworth  had 
fix  marks  out  of  it  annually.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Peddle  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

There  was  a chantry  chapel  within  the  manor,  wherein  the  prior  of  Kenilworth 
found  a chaplain  to  officiate  three  days  in  the  week." 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel, 
fide  ailes,  and  a tower  at  the  weft  end  containing  four  bells.  There  are  four  fteps 
from  each  door  down  into  the  church. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  marble,  infcribed : 

“ Near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Wright,  efq;  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Nathan 
Wright,  of  Cranham-Hall  in  the  county  of  Effex,  bart.  who  departed  this  life  March 

27,  1726,  aged  36. As  a lafting  teftimony  of  his  affedtion  to  this  parilh,  he  gave 

to  the  vicar  for  the  time  being,  and  for  ever,  the  yearly  fum.of  40s.  for  a fermon  to 
be  preached  in  this  church  on  the  27th  of  March  annually.  To  the  Clerk  20s.  for 
tolling  the  gr-eat  bell,  and  attendance  on  that  occafion ; and  to  fuch  poor  people  as  have 
no  relief,  five  pounds,  to  be  equally  diftributed  among  them.”  Arms:  Jzure  two  bars 
argent^  in  chief  three  leopards’  heads  or.  Creft,  out  of  a ducal  coronet  or  a dragon’s 
head  proper. 

The  average  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  thirteens  the  burials  nine,  annually. 

® Seals  from  ancient  deeds,  “ Taxat.  Spiritual.  ® Efc. 
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ABBOTS-COMBE,  otherwife  ABBAS-COMBE, 

IS  a parifli  fituated  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  hundred,  on  the  river  Cale,  five  miles 
fouth  from  W incanton.  It  had  its  name  from  the  combe  or  valley  in  'which  it  lies, 
and  its  additional  name  from  its  having  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Shaftibury 
in  Dorfetfiiire.  It  is  alfo  fometimes  called  Combe-Porter. 

The  church  of  St.  Edward  holds  Cumbe.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded 
for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  two  hides  and 
a half,  and  there  ^re  two  carucates,  and  four  villanes,  and  feven  cottagers,  with  two 
ploughs.  In  Meleburne  fix  burgefles  pay  fifty  pence.  Meadow  four  furlongs  long, 
“ and  two  furlongs  broad.  Wood  three  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad. 
Pafture  two  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  fix  pounds.”* 

In  1293  the  temporalities  of  the  abbey  of  Shaftfbury  in  this  parifti  were  valued  at 
ten  pounds,’’  and  the  abbefs  received  a penfion  of  fifteen  marks  out  of  the  manor. 

After  the  difiblution  of  that  monaftery  the  manor  of  Abbots-Combe,  with  the 
advowfon  of  the  church,  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  34th  year  of  his 
reign  to  William  Sherrington.  In  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time  Richard  Duke,  elq;  was 
owner  of  the  fame  manor  and  advowfon,  and  dying  left  one  foie  daughter  and  heir, 
Chriftiana,  married  to  George  Sprint,  who  in  her  right  held  the  fame  by  knight's 
fervice.'  The  manor  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge. 

Adjoining  to  Abbots-Combe  is  a hamlet  called  Temple-Combe,  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  its  having  been  poflefied  by  the  fraternity  of  knights-templars,  to  whom 
about  the  year  1185  the  whole  village  was  given  by  Serlo  Fitz-Odo.  In  confequence 
of  this  donation,  the  place  became  a preceptory  or  commandery  of  that  order.  But 
after  the  fuppreffion  of  the  templars,  the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  or  hof- 
pitalers,  became  poflefied  of  their  lands.  Thefe  were  alfo  fupprefled  by  parliament, 
A.  D.  1540,  and  this  manor  of  Temple-Combe,  with  the  fcite  of  the  preceptory,  was 
granted  34  Henry  VIII.  to  Richard  Andrewes  and  Leonard  Chamberlain.  The  year 
following  the  manor  was  granted  to  Lord  Clinton.  15  Eliz.  it  belonged, to  Richard 
Duke  before-mentioned;  In  the  beginning  of  this  century  it  was  the  feat  of  Sir 
William  Wogan. 

The  revenues  of  the  free  chapel  of  Temple-Combe,  (the  buildings  whereof  have 
long  fincebeenin  ruins)  were  valued  26  Henry  VIII.  1534,  at  107I.  i6s.  nd. 

The  church  of  Abbots-Combe  is  reftorial,  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  and  was 
valued  in  1292  at  fourteen  marks."*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bifliop  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  building  is  fmall,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  fmall  fouth  aile,  and  porch 
tiled.  On  the  fouth  fide  is  an  embattled  tower,  with  a clock  and  five  bells.. 

The  chriftenings  here  are  elevens  the  burials  fourteen,  annually. 

» Lib.  Domefday.  Taxat.  Temporal,  ‘ Ter,  Sydenham.  ^ Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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NORTH-CHERITON 

Lies  in  the  north  part  of  the  hundred  towards  Wincanton,  and  includes  the  hamlet 
of  Lotterford,  or  Loderford.  Cheriton  is- recorded  in  the  Norman  furvey, 
as  follows: 

Bernard  holds  of  William'Fltz-Wido,  Cherintone.  Alwold  held  it  in  the  time 
“ of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  fix  hides.  The  arable  is  fix  carucates.  In  dcmefne 
are  two  carucates,  and  fix  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  four  bordars,  and  two 
‘^cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
meadow.  Failure  five  furlongs  long,  and  three  furlongs  broad.  Wood  feven  fur- 
“ longs  long,  and  as  many  broad.  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  one  hundred 
“ fliillings,  now  fix  pounds. 

Of  this  fame  land  Alwold  bought  five  hides  of  the  abbot  of  Cernel  for  his  life 
only,  and  after  his  death  the  land  is  to  return  to  the  church.”* 

In  procefs  of  time  this  manor  became  annexed  to  that  of  Charlton-Camville;  but 
in  the  time  of  Edw.  II.  was  part  of  the  barony  of  Nicholas  de  Moels,  and  held  of 
him  by  Gefferey  de  Freethorn.'’  20  Edw.  III.  John  de  Handle  lord  Burnell  died 
feized  of  two  parts  of  this  manor,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  which  he  held  in 
right  of  Maud  his  wife,  the  widow  of  John  Lovel,'  and  in  the  fame  year  two  other 
parts  were  held  by  the  family  of  Dannay.’’  The  whole  was  afterwards  in  the  foie 
pofiTeflion  of  the  family  of  Lovel,  lords  of  Sparkford  and  Upton-Noble,  from  whom 
it  paired  to  the  Rogers'"  and  the  Gorges.  Richard  Gorge  died  feized  of  it  20  Edw.  IV. 
leaving  Marmaduke  Gorge  his  fon  and  heir.®  Richard  Gorge,  a defeendant  of  this 
Marmaduke  died  3 Henry  VIII.  feized  of  this  manor  and  that  of  Horfingtoni  by 
Maud  his  wife  (who  was  afterwards  married  to  Henry  Roos)  he  had  ilfue  Marmaduke 
who  died  in  his  father’s  life  time,  but  was  married,  and  left  ilfue  two  daughters 
coheirelfes,  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Shirley,  and  Maud.  Francis  Shirley, 
I Eliz.  fold  all  his  property  in  North  and  South-Cheriton,  and  Horfington,  to  Edward 
Ludlow,  from  whom  it  palfed  to  the  families  of  Levefon,  Fitz-James,  and  Goldinge; 
and  the  manor  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Watfon,  M.  A.  who  is  alfo 
patron  of  the  living. 

The  living  is  recStorial;  it  lies  in  the  deanery  of  Marllon,  and  was  valued  in  1292  at 
fix  marks  and  a half.^ 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptill.  It  is  a fmall  llrufture  of  one  pace, 
with  a tower  at  the  well  end  containing  four  bells. 

On  the  floor  is  this  infeription: ‘‘  The  buiying-place  of  Thomas  Watfon,  efq.” 

Againll  the  north  wall: Thomas  Abbot,  gentleman,  gave  the  two  higher  well 

fields,  lying  and  being  in  the  parilh  of  North-Cheriton,  containing  feven  acres  or  there- 
abouts, towards  the  fecond  poor  for  ever.” 

* Lib.  Domefday.  *’  Lib.  Feod.  ‘ Efe.  " Ibid.  * Ibid.  f Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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CORTON-DINHAM 

IS  the  next  parifh  to  Charleton-Horethorne  weft  ward,  very  pleafantly  and  pidurefquely 
fituated  in  a valley  under  a ridge  of  high  hills,  extending  in  a curve  to  the  eaft  and 
fouth,  and  commanding  from  one  part  an  extenfive  profpeft  of  all  the  middle  part  of 
the  county,  quite  down  to  the  channel.  Here  is  a large  tree  called  Corton-AJh^  which 
is  a fea-marki  and  near  it  once  ftood  a beacon. 

In  the  year  1772,  as  fome  labourers  were  digging  In  the  common  field,  in  order  to 
make  an  inclofure,  they  found  an  urn,  which  contained  about  two  quarts  of  Roman 
coins,  chiefly  of  Valerian,  Gallienus,  Aurelian,  Tacitus,  Florianus,  and  Probus:  moft 
of  them  were  fair  and  plain,  and  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Nalh, 
redtor  of  the  parifli.“ 

The  Romans  were  therefore  acquainted  with  the  place;  but  the  earlleft  account  we 
have  of  it  does  not  much  antecede  the  Norman  Conqueft,  when  it  was  held  by  King 
William  in  demefne. 

The  King  holds  Corfetone.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for  feven 
hides ; the  arable  Is  feven  carucates,  of  which  in  demefne  are  three  hides  and  a halfi 
and  one  ferding,  [ten  acres,]  and  there  is  one  carucate,  and  three  fervants,  and  ten 
villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  are  fix  acres  of  meadow. 
Wood  two  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  feven  pounds.’”’ 

The  manor  obtained  its  additional  tide  from  the  family  of  Dinham,  its  future  owners, 
Oliver  de  Dinant  came  into  this  country  with  the  Conqueror,  out  of  Britanny  in  France, 
where,  at  a place  called  'Dinant-^  was  the  baronial  caftle  of  this  ancient  houfe.’’ 

It  does  not  appear  when  they  became  pofTefTed  of  Corton;  but  we  find  that  in  the 
fixth  year  of  King  John;  Hawife  de  Dynant,  and  Sibyl  her  fifter,  gave  to  the  King  a 
horfe  of  price,  for  having  a precept  againft  Oliver  de  Dinant,  returnable  before  the 
King  in  3 feptiman.  Michael,  for  the  manors  of  Corton  and  Buckland  (afterwards 
called  Buckland-Dinham)  both  in  this  county,  and  Hartland  in  the  county  of  Devon,'* 
15  Joh.  the  faid  Oliver  de  Dinant  gave  a fine  of  threefcore  marks  for  livery  of  his 
lordihip  of  Buckland.® 

GefFerey  Dinant,  fon  of  Oliver,  inherited  the  manors  of  Corton  and  Buckland;  and 
for  the  latter  24  Henry  III.  obtained  a charter  for  a market  on  Tuefday,  and  a fair 
yearly  for  three  days,  viz.  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow  of  the  feftival  of  St.  Michael,^ 

» Stuk.  Itin.  Curiof.  i.  149.  This  Mr.  Nafli  was  reflor  of  Nether-Compton  in  Dorfetfliire,  and  fubdean  of 
Sarum  for  fixty  years.  He  was  tutor  to  Mr.  Addifon,  and  publiflied  fome  v^ry  elegant  fermons  on  mufjck,  in 
which  he  particularly  excelled.  He  died  May  1755,  aged  85,  and  was  buried  in  Corton  church. 

**  Lib.  Domefday. 

' Rot.  Norman.  It  is  alfo  faid  that  this  family  had  their  name  from  the  caftle  of  Dinan,  ftnce  called  Ludlow 
in  Shropftjire.  See  Dugd.  Bar.  i.  513, 

" Rot,  Fin.  6 Joh.  * Rot.  Pip.  15  Joh.  ^ Pat,  16  Ric.  11.  n.  15.  per  infpex. 
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41  Henry  III.  he  had  fummons,  among  many  others,  to  repair  to  the  King  at  Briftol, 
on  the  oftaves  of  3t.  Peter,  well  fitted  with  horfe  and  arms,  to  march  againft  the 
Welch.®  He  died  43  Hen.  III.  leaving  ifllie  two  fons,  Oliver  and  Geffrey, 

Oliver,  his  fon  and  heir,  had  livery  of  his  lands,  and  is  certified  to  hold  his  m.anor  of 
Buckland  of  the  King  in  chief,  as  a member  of  his  barony  of  Plartland.  14  Edw.  I. 
he  procured  a charter  of  free  warren  for  that  manor,'’  and  having  been  fummoned  to 
parliament  among  the  barons,  died  27  Edw.  I.  leaving  jofee  his  fon  and  heir,  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  who  doing  his  homage  had  livery  of  his  lands. 

Which  Jofee  died  two  years  after,  viz.  29  Edw.  I.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Hydon,  by  whom  he  was  father  of  Sir  John  and  Sir  Oliver 
Dinham. 

Sir  John  Dinham  fucceeded  him,  and  married.  Joan  daughter  of  Sir  Guy  de  Brian, 
by  whom  he  had  iffue  another  Sir  John,  who  inherited  the  family  eftates. 

' This  Sir  John  married  Muriel,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  Thomas 
Courtney,’  and  by  her  had  ifllie  a fon  of  his  own  name. 

Sir  John  Dinham,  the  third  of  that  name,  married  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  John 
Lord  Lovel,  and  polfeAfed  the  lordfliips  of  Buckland  and  Corton,  with  lands  in  Corton., 
and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Corton,  which  he  held  of  the  King  by  knight’s 
fervice.’'  ^ 

,He  -was  fucceeded  by  the  fourth  Sir  John  Dinham,  who  married  Jane  the  daughter 
and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  de  Arches.  8 Hen.  VI.  being  then  a knight,  he  was  retained 
to  ferve  the  King  in  his  wars  of  France,  with  eleven  men  at  arms,  and  thirty-fix 
archers.  So  likewife  14  Henry  VI.  to  ferve  him  again  for  the  relief  of  Calais,  with 
eleven  men  at  arms,  and  feventy-two  archers.  He  died  36  Henry  VI.  leaving  John 
Lord  Dinham  his  fop  and  heir,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the 
•eftatej  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir  Nicholas  Carew;  Catherine,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Arundel 
of  Lanherne;  Elizabeth,  firft  married  to  Fulk  Bourchier  lord  Fitz-Warren,  and 
•fecondly  to  Sir  John  Sapeotesj  and  Jane,  wife  of  John  lord  Zouche. 

John  lord  Dinham  married  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Sir  John  Radcliff,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Walter  lord  Fitz-Warren,  and  had  ifllie  Henry,  who  died  childlels.  And 
fo  this  manor,  with  the  reft  of  his  lands,  came  to  the  heirs  general  of  his  four  fifters. 

After  this  extinftion  of  the  name  of  Dinham,  the  manor  of  Corton  was  difllpated  into 
a number  of  other  poflfeflTorsj  it  is  now  the  property  of  Henry  William  Portman,  efq. 

A mile  eaftward  is  a hamlet  called  Witcombe., 

TKe  church  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  rated  in  I29'2  at  twenty  marks.' 
The  patronage  is  in  the  lord  of  the  manor  j and  the  Rev,  Dr.  Wyndham  is  the  prefen; 
incumbent. 

* Claus.  41  Hen,  III,  m.  6,  ” Cart,  14  Ed.  I. 

» Sir  William  Pole’s  Survey  of  Devon,  in  Hartland  Hundred,  * Efc,  ’ Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  ftands  on.  a riling  ground,  and  confifts  of  a nave, 
chancel,  and  north  aile,  covered  with  tile.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  nave  is  an 
embattled  tower  containing  five  bells. 

Divers  of  the  families  of  Brickendenand'Nalhi  reftors  of  this  parifh,  were  buried  here. 


GOAT  H I L L 

IS  a fmall  parifli  fituated  in  a nook  of  the  county,  furrounded  on  the  eafi,  fouth,  and ' 
weft,  by  Dorfetftiire,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  Milborne-Port.  The  Ipot  is 
romantick  and  pleafmg,  being  in  a low  bottom,  environed  by  fteep  hills,  fome  of  which 
are  clothed  with  hanging  woods,  and  others  are  fmooth  and  bare.  To  the  fouth  lies 
part  of  the  fine  park  and  plantations  of  Lord  Digby.  Here  are  only  three  farm-houfes, 
and  one  cottage  j the  whole  parilh  being  rented  at  only  three  hundred  pounds  per 
annum.  A little  fouthward  of  the  church,  in  the  road,  are  two  fprings,  about  eight 
feet  diftant  from  and  oppofite  to  each  other.  That  on  the  weft  fide  is  fine  water, 
and  deemed  ferviceable  for  diforders  of  the  eyes.  The  other  is  a chalybeate,  ftrongly 
tindlured  with  iron,  and  is  faid  to  be  of  a purgative  quality  the  ground  and  ftones 
where  it  rifes  are  of  a lively  yellowifii  ruft  colour,  and  leaves  an  ochry  fubftance  on  the^- 
hands  3 a thin  greafy  pellicle  floats  at  top. 

The  place  is  called  in  Domefday-Book  Gatelme,  and  is  there  recorded  to  be  held  of 
the  Earl  of  Morton: 

“ Hunfrid  holds  of  the  Earl  one  hide  in  Gatelme.  Godric  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward.  The  arable  is  two  carucates,  and  there  are  with  it  two  villanes,  and 
three  cottagers.  There  is  a mill  of  ten  fhillings  rent,  and  fifteen  acres  of  meadow, 
and  fifteen  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  thirty  fhillings.”^ 

King  Edw.  I.  granted  this  manor  to  Simon  de  Montacute,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  reign;’'  and  in  that  fame  family  it  continued  till  the  time  of  Henry  V.;  when,  upon 
the  attainder  of  John  earl  of  Sarum,  it  came  to  the  crown.  It  was  however  Ihortly 
after  regranted  to  Thomas  Montague,  the  fourth  earl  of  Salifbury,  and  palTed  by  thc' 
marriage  of  Alice  his  foie  daughter  and  heir  to  Richard  Neville,  fon  of  Ralph  the  firft 
Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  who  was  created  Earl  of  Salifbury  by  King  Henry  VI.  This 
Richard  Neville  was  a knight  of  the  garter,  lord  chancellor,  and  a great  promoter  of 
the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  York.  In  1458,  he  beat  the  Lancaftrian  forces  at  Blore- 
Heath  in  Staftbrdfliire,  and  again  in  1460  at  Northampton;  but  in  the  month  of 
December  the  fame  year,  in  that  battle  at  Wakefield  wherein  Richard  Duke  of  York 
was  defeated,  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  was  by  them  beheaded.  He  left 
ilTue  Richard  earl  of  Warwick,  and  John,  who,  in  1464,  w^as  by  King  Edw’ard  created 

•>  Cart,  18  Ed.  I.  n.  jy 


* Lib.  Domefday. 


A a a 2 


Earl 


3^4 


G O A 


THILL. 


I^oretf)orn0» 


Earl  of  Northumberland,  in  the  room  of  Percy,  who  was  flain  at  the  battle  of  Towton, 
and  attainted.  His  fidelity,  however,  being  fomewhat  fufpeded,  the  people  were  fain 
to  petition  the  reftoration  of  young  Percy  to  his  family  title  and  dignity:  this  was 
■granted,  and  Neville,  furrendering  that  title,  was  in  lieu  thereof  made  Marquis  of 
Montacute.  This  Marquis,  and  his  brother  Richard  earl  of  Warwick  and  Salifbury, 
were  two  of  the  greateft  opponents  to  the  marriage  of  King  Edward,  and  joining  all 
their  forces  to  dethrone  him,  were  both  killed  in  the  battle  of  Barnet,  A.  D.  1472. 
John  marquis  of  Montacute  married  Ifabel  daughter  of  Sir  Edmund  Ingolfthorp,  and 
had  ififue  by  her  two  Ions,  George  and  John.  The  former,  after  his  father’s  attainder, 
was  ftript  of  all  his  honours  and  poflefiions,  reduced  to  great  poverty,  and  died  without 
ifllie;  and  John  the  other  fon,  being  dead  before,  this  manor  was  held  by  Ifabel,  relidt 
of  the  Marquis,  for  the  remainder  of  her  life.  Upon  her  deceafe  it  became  the  pro- 
perty of  John  Stoner,  fon  of  Sir  William  Stoner,  who  had  married  Ann  her  eldeft 
daughter,  and  heir  of  her  other  daughters  by  the  faid  Marquis,  and  from  him  it 
defcended  to  his  fon  William  Stoner,  who  died  feized  hereof  10  Henry  VII.'  leaving 
John  his  fon  and  heir,  who  likewife  poffefled  this  manor.  After  which  it  was  divided 
into  feveral  parts,  and  held  - by  different  owners,  as  Baggart,  Long,  North,  and 
Hannam,'’  till  in  the  1 9th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  whole  manor  became  veiled 
in  John  Hannam,  efq;  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  Henry  lord  Digby. 

The  living,  which  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Marllon,  was  rated  in  1292  at  fix 
marks  and  a half.®  Lord  Digby  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  George  Hutchins  is  the 
prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  a fmall  Ilrudlure  of  one  pace,  containing  no- 
thing worthy  of  remark. 

* Inq.  ^ Ter.  MS.  * Taxat.  Spiritual. 


HENSTRIDGE. 

An  extenfive  parilh  on  the  borders  of  Dorfetfhire,  which  bounds  it  on  the  fouth 
and  call,  comprifing  a little  town  of  three  ftreets,  wherein  are  fome  very  good 
dwellings;  and  the  ftreets  being  wide  and  clean,  render  it  a very  pleafant  place.  The 
fituation  is  on  a little  declivity  to  the  north,  commanding  a fine  extenfive  view  of 
Wincanton,  Stour  ton- Tower,  and  the  country  northward,  as  well  as  to  the  eaft  and 
weft. There  are  alfo  three  hamlets,  viz. 

I.  Yeanston,  fituated  one  mile  north. 

2.  Whitchurch,  the  fame  diftance  north-eaftj  and 
3.  Bowden,  nearly  two  miles  weft. 

In 
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In  the  Saxon  and  Norman  times  the  whole  parifh  compofed  two  manors;  the  nrft 
was  demefne  of  the  crown,  and  had  this  defcription': 

« The  King  holds  Hesterige.  Earl  Harold  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edwardj 
and  gel4ed  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  fixteen  carucates.  Befides  thefe  ten  hides, 
there  is  arable  to  the  amount  of  eight  carucates,  which  never  paid  geld.  There  are 
in  demefne  five  carucates,  and  eight  fervants,  and  thirty-feven  villanes,  and  fifteen 
cottagers,  with  fixteen  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  thirty-pence  rent,  and  one 
hundred  and  fixty  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  one  mile  long,  and  half  a mile  broad.^ 
And  wood  of  the  fame  dimenfions.  It  pays  twenty-three  pounds  of  white  money. 

In  this  manor  a freeman  held  nine  acres  of  land  and  two  acres  of  wood.  It  was 
worth  thirty-pence.  He  could  not  feparate  himfelf  from  the  lord  of  the  naanor.”^ 

The  other  manor  is  furveyed  under  the  title  of  'The  land  of  Earl  Hughy  [i.  e.  Hugh 
deAbrincis,  earl  of  Chefter.] 

The  church  of  St.  Sever  holds  of  the  Earl,  Hengesterich.  Ednod  held  it  in 
“ the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  four  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates. 
Thereof  in  demefne  are  three  hides  and  a half.  And  there  are  two  carucates,  and 
four  fervants,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  one  plough.  There  are  thirty  acres  of  meadow, 
and  thirty  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  four  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  is 
worth  four  pounds  and  ten  ftiillings.”'' 

The  church  mentioned  in  this  record  was  a Benedi£bine  abbey  in  the  town  of  St. 
Sever,  in  the  diocefe  of  Coutances  in  Normandy,  founded  about  A.  D.  558,  by  Severus 
bifliop  of  Avranches,  Being  deftroyed  by  fire,  it  was  rebuilt  and  endowed  with  lands 
by  Hugh  de  Abrincis,  Vifcount  d’ Avranches,  afterwards  Earl  of  Chefter,  A.  D.  1085.' 

Which  Hugh  de  Abrincis,  befides  the  manor  of  Henftridge,  was  at  the  time  of  the 
Conqueft  poffelTed  of  Tedintone,  Sandford,  and  After,  in  this  county,  and  various  other 
lands  in  different  parts  of  England,'*  He  was  nephew  to  William  the  Conqueror,  and, 
from  the  ferocity  of  his  difpofition,  was  furnamed  Lupus.  The  earldom  of  Chefter 
was  given  him  to  hold  as  free  by  the  fword  as  the  king  held  England  by  the  crown. ' 
He  died  about  i Henry  I.  having  been  a great  benefactor  to  foreign  and  Englifh 
monafteries,  particularly  to  that  of  his  own  foundation,  the  abbey  of  St.  Sever,  to 
which  he  gave  aft  his  lands  in  EndeftoHy  now  Teanjiony  in  the  parifh  of  Henftridge, 
where  he  founded  an  alien  priory  of  Benedidine  monks,  and  made  it  a cell  to  the 
abbey  of  St.  Sever  abovementioned.  This  priory  was  granted  7 Edw.  IV.  to  Eaton- 
college  in  Buckinghamfhire,  which  received  a rent  from  it  of  yi.'  But  by  Edw.  VI. 
it  was  exchanged  away  for  Bloxham  and  other  lands.*^  And  2 Edw.  VI.  the  farm  and 
barton  of  Yeanfton,  and  divers  lands  and  tenements  in  Yeanfton,  and  Henftridge, 
were  held  by  Sir  Thomas  Bell,  knt.® 

Henftridge  was  the  manor  and  eftate  of  Henry  Laci  earl  of  Lincoln  in  the  time  of 
Edw.  II.  from  whom  it  paffed,  in  like  manner  with  Charleton-Horethorne,  to  Thomas 

’ Lib.  Domefday.  •>  Ibid.  * Account  of  the  Alien  Priories,  ii.  i.  ^ See  Domefday-Book. 
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earl  of  Lancafter,  and  the  titles  of  Warren,  Montacute,  Bedford,  and  Clarence. 
36  Henry  VIII.  the  King  granted  to  Richard  Duke  the  manor  of  Henftridge,  being 
parcel  of  the  eftate  called  Warwick’s-Lands,  to  be  held  ih.capite.''  There  was  a 
meflliage  in  Henftridge  fituated  on  a certain  pafture  called  the  Eajl-Park^  and  another 
* * pafture  called  the  Weft-Park,  both  occupied  by  the  family  of  Duke,  and  which  feem 
to  have  been  the  territory  which  William  de  Montacute  had  licence  from  the  King  to 
environ  with  a fence  and  wall.*  The  manor  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge. 

An  ancient  manor  lies  within  the  parifh  of  Henftridge  called  1’oomer,  Bummer,  and 
Toomer-Park,  which  was  for  many  generations  the  property  and  the  refidence  of  a family 
of  diftindion  to  whom  it  gave  its  name.  The  firft  of  the  family  that' we  find  in  thefe 
parts  is  Nicholas  de  Dummere,  who  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  gave  lands  in  Saltmere 
to  the  abbot  of  Athelney  in  this  county.*'  To  him  fucceeded  John  de  Dommere,  lord 
of  Chilthorne-Domer,  who  was  living  28  Edw.  I.  and  then  gave  lands  in  that  lordftiip, 
with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  to  Thomas  bilhop  of  Exeter.*  John  de  Dummer 
fucceeded  him,  and  18  Edw.  II.  is  certified  to  hold  the  hamlet  of  Dummer  of  Elias 
de  Aubeney;  and  the  IherifF  that  fame  year  accounted  for  eight  fhillings  and  eight- 
pence  ifluing  out  of  the  faid  hamlet.'"  The  next  of  this  family  was  Richard  Dommere, 
or  Tommere,  who  9 Edw.  III.  held  the  fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee  in  Chilthorne." 
He  died  that  year,  and  was  fucceeded  by  John  de  Tomere,  who  20  Ric.  II.  bore  on 
his  feal  three  bars  wavy.°  To  him  fucceeded  Richard  Tomer,  (for  in  all  thefe  ways 
the  name  is  written)  who  is  ftiled  armiger,  and  died  2 Henry  IV.  feized  of  Toomer, 
and  lands  in  Henftridge  and  Hinton  St.  George,  leaving  John  his  fon  and  heir  of  the 
age  of  eight  years.’’  Which  John  Tomer,  dying  without  iftlie,  was  fucceeded  in  this 
inheritance  by  Edith  his  fifter,  who  alfo  dying  childlefs,  10  Henry  IV.  it  reforted  to 
Alice  her  aunt,  the  fifter  of  Richard  Tomer  aboveraentioned.’  This  Alice  was  married 
to  Sir  William  Carent,  knt,  who  in  her  right  became  poflefiTed  of  Toomer,  and  by  this 
match  (according  to  Leland')  the.  Carents’  lands  were  moft  augmented.  She  and  her 
hufband  lie  interred  in  Henftridge  church. 

The  family  of  Carent  is  of  great  antiquity,  being  defcended  from  Owen  de  Carwent, 
who  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  was  owner  of  a territory  in  Caerwent,  a townftiip  fo 
called,  near  Chepftow  in  Monmouthftiire.*  They  firft  feared  themfelves  chiefly  in  this 
county  after  the  intermarriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Toomer,  and  made  this  the  principal 
place  of  their  refidence;  although  they  had  another  feat  at  Fayroke  in  this  county, 
which  they  inherited  from  the  family  of  Fayroke;  and  a third  at  Swanwich  in  the 
county  of  Dorfet;  which  laft  to  this  day  retains  the  name  of  Car enfs -Court.'' 

Alexander  de  Carwent,  2 Edw.  III.  conveyed  lands  in  Newent  in  the  county  of 
Gloucefter,  to  William  de  Fauconberge,  who  is  called  his  coufin."  The  name  after 
this  was  generally  written  Carent;  but  fometimes  de  Carent,  and  Caraunt. 

MSS.  Carew,  pen.  Jac.  Bernard,  efq.  ‘ Pat.  r9  Ric.  II.  Cart.  Antiq.  ‘ Inq.  ad  quod  damn. 
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This  Alexander  was  fucceeded  by  John,  and  he  by  William  Carent,  whofe  Ton’s  nnrnc 
was  alio  William, 

Which  laft  mentioned  William,  jointly  with  Joan  his  wife,  polTeffed  the  manc^rs  of 
Kington  and  Weft-Marfh,  as  alfo  lands  in  Hinton  St.  George,  and  other  places  in 
this  county;  and  the  manor  of  Fifehide,  and  lands  in  Todbere,  Marnhill,  Burton,  and 
Afh,  in  the  county  of  Dorfet.’'  He  died  22  Edw.  III.  leaving  ifilie 

William  his  fon  and  heir,  who  36  Edw.  III.  was  in  ward  to  the  king.’'  He  was 
living  10  Ric.  II.  bearing  then  on  his  feal  three  torteaux,  having  on  each  as  many 
chevronels.®  He  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Great- Wifhford  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 

Sir  William  Carent,  knt.  fucceeded  him,  and  left  iflue  by  the  heirefs  of  Toomer, 
William,  who  married  Margaret  daughter  of  William  Stourton  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Moigne,  of  Maddington  in  the  county  of  Wilts  j"*  and  poITefledl 
die  manor  of  Toomer  in  the  time  of  Henry  V. 

John  Caraunt,  fon  of  William,  was  the  King’s  efcheator  in  this  county  8 Hen.  V, 
He  married  Joan  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Brook,  and  had  iflue  William  Carent,  lord 
of  Toomer,  and  fherifF  of  this  county  andDorfet,  in  the  6,  13,  19,  25,  and  29  Hen. 
VI.;  38  Henry  VI.  John  Caraunt,  jun.  executed  the  fame  office:  he  had  before,  viz, 
31  Henry  VI,  reprefented  the  county  of  Dorfet  in  parliament. 

William  Carent  died  foon  after,  2 Edw.  IV.  Catherine  his  wife  furviving  him,  had 
in  dower  the  manors  of  Speckington,  Yeovil,’  and  Mere.  She  died  13  Edw.  IV.j’ 

William  Carent  fucceeded  to  the  manor  of  Toomer,  where  he  refided,  and  added  to 
the  buildings  of  Toomer-Court.  He  died  16  Edw.  IV.  feized  of  the  faid  manor  and 
of  divers  lands  in  Henftridge,  Whitchurch,  Venn,  Milborne,  and  Pointington,  leaving 
John  Carent  his  fon  and  heir. 

This  John  died  foon  after,  and  was  fucceeded  by  William  Carent,  who  died  19  Edw, 
IV.  leaving  John  his  fon  and  heir. 

To  which  John  fucceeded  Sir  William  Carent,  loiight  of  the  Bath,  who  was  ffierlffi 
of  this  county  and  Dorfet  14  Henry  VIII.  and  dying,  left  iffue  a fon  of  his  own  name, 
who  35  Eliz.  was  refident  at  Toomer-Park. 

There  were  many  other  fucceffions  of  this  family  of  the  name  of  William,  who 
poffieffed  the  manor  we  are  fpeaking  of;  till  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century, 
it  was  purchafed  with  other  lands  by  James  Medlycott,  efq;  a mafter  in  chancery, 
and  then  member  for  Milborne-Port,  of  the  laft  of  this  family  father  and  fon,  who 
were  both  iiftiers  of  the  black  rod.  The  two  Mifs  Carents  of  Salifbury  are  now  the 
only  reprefentatives  of  this  ancient  family;  whofe  arms  fomewhat  differ  from  the 
ancient  bearing,  being  Argent  three  torteaux  or  roundels  gules^  each  charged  with  two 
chevronels  of  the  firft. 

Thomas  Hutchins  Medlycott,  efq;  grandfon  of  the  abovementioned  James  Medlycott, 
efq;  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  Toomer,  now  called  Toomer-Farm. 

” Efc.  ^ Ibid.  * Seals  from  ancient  Deeds,  ’ Collins’s  Peerage,  vi.  390,  *’  Efc, 
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The  living  of  Henftridge  is  a prebend  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells.  It  was 
valued  in  1292  at  twenty-five  marks."  The  prefentation  of  the  vicarage  is  in  Mr, 
Wefton.  Eord  Francis  Seymour  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  and  is  a large  ftrudlure,  confifting  of  a 
nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile,  covered  with^  tile.  An  embattled  tower  at  the  weft  end 
contains  a clock  and  fix  bells. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a fmall  chapel,  which  has  been  from  time  imme- 
morial the  burial-place  of  the  Toomer  and  Careht  families,  and  has  always  been 
repaired  by  the  pofTeffors  of  Toomer-park.  In  this  aile  or  chapel,  under  an  elliptical 
. arched  canopy,  is  an  altar  tomb  of  freeftone,  having  thereon  the  effigies  of  Sir  William 
Carent  in  armour,  and  cropt  hairj  and  Alice  liis  wife,  the  laft  of  the  Toomer  family. 
On  the  north  fide  underneath  in  niches  are  fmall  ftatues  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  paucJi 
mutilated.  The  following  lines  are  painted  round  the  arch: 

“ Sis  teftis  Xte^  quod  non  tumulus  jacet  ijicy 
**  Corpus  ut  ornetuVi  Jed  Jpiritus  ut  memoretur,"  < 

On  the  cornice,  as  on  the  knight's  furcoat,  are  thefe  arms : viz.  Argent^  three  torteaux 
charged  with  three  chevronels,  for  Carent.  GuleSi  three  bars  wavy  argent , Toomer. 
Sabh:,  a bend  cr,  between  fix  plates.  The  firft  quartering  the  feconds  the  firft  impaling 
the  fecond  twice. 

On  the  fouth  fide  are  fix  women,  and  a fpace  boarded  up,  whereon  there  was  once 
an  infcription.  Above  the  head,  the  feet,  and  the  north  fide  of  the  arch,  in  gilt  letters, 
Mene  wel  and  truly.  JDieu  le  vult. 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  and  grey 

marble,  infcribed, “ Within  the  communion  rails  lie  interred  the  remains  of  Baptift 

Ifaac,  B.  D.  15  years  vicar  of  this  parifli,  and  prebendary  of  Compton-Dundonj  only 
fon  of  John  Ifaac,  redtor  of  Whitwell  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  and  Mary  his  wife.  He 
left  ifilie  three  fons  and  two  daughters,  by  Jenny  his  wife,  the  only  furviving  daughter 
of  Richard  Wright,  M.  D.  and  Mary  his  firft  wife,  daughter  of  William  Wefton, 
efq;  of  Hargrove.  He  died  June  20,  1772,  aged  48  years.  His  unlhaken  integrity, 
and  engaging  hofpitality,  endear  his  memory,  whilft  they  add  weight  to  his  lofs  which 
is  particularly  felt  by  her,  who  with  a true  fenfe  of  gratitude  erected  this  monument.” 

Oppofite  is  a fmall  oval  of  white  marble,  fufpended  by  a fillet,  infcribed, “ To 

the  memory  of  Phipps  Wefton,  D.  D.  vicar  of  this  pariffi,  and  redlor  of  Ruftiall, 
Wilts;  who  departed  this  life  23  Nov.  1777,  aged  64  years.  How  he  difcharged  his 
duty  to  God  and  rnan  will  beft  appear  at  that  day  when  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts  lhall 
be  difclofed.”  Arms,  Or  an  eagle  difplayed  Jable. 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  nave  is  a mural  monument  of  grey  and  white  marble, 
infcribed, — — This  monument  was  ereded  by  Mr.  Shadrach  Hobbs,  for  his  family, 
who  are  buried  underneath.  Sufanna,  his  mother,  died  Sept.  6,  1749,  aged  62, 
Thomas,  his  father,  died  Jan.  13,  1759,  aged  70.  Sufanna,  his  firft  wife,  died  July 
^755?  33.  Mary,  his  fecond  wife,  died  July  29,  1767,  aged  34.  With  four 

of  his  children.  Alfo  Mr.  Shadrach  Hobbs,  who  died  Nov.  3,  1775,  aged  54.” 

? Taxat.  Spiritual.  HOLWELL. 
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This  is  a long  parilli  belonging  to  this  county,  to  the  civil  jurirdi61:ion  whereof 

it  is  fubjedt,  although  fituated  in  the  foreft  of  Blackmore  in  Dorfetlhire,  and 
furrounded  by  that  county  on  every  fide,  being  more  than  three  miles  diftant  from  the 
neareft  part  of  this.  Here  ftpod  the  principal  lodge  of  the  foreft  of  Blackmore.* 

9 John,  A.  D.  1209,  an  agreement  was  made  at  this  place,  on  Thurfday  before  the 
nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  between  the  King  and  Amph.  Fill,  for  his  redemption, 
which  was  ten  thoufand  marks,  and  ten  horfes,  each  worth  thirty  marks,  or  fo  much 
for  every  horfe." 

Reginald  earl  of  Cornwall,^  bafe  fon  of  Henry  1.  gave  this  manor  to  William  de 
Bikelege,  or  Bickleigh,  . fo  denominated  from  Bickleigh  in  this  county,  where  he  had 
confiderable  pofleflQons.  His  fucceflbr  was  Huard  de  Bikelege,  who  1 2 Joh.  is  certified 
to  hold  eight  librates  of  land  in  Holewale.*  William  de  Bikeley  was  owner  of  the 
manor  J5  Henry  III.  and  after  him  William  and  Henry  de  Bikeley,  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  Edw.  I.'*  In  the  fucceeding  reign  of  Edw.  II.  Thomas  Luda  pofleffed  the 
manor  in  right  of  his  wife,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Henry  de  Bikeley,  and  foon  after 
granted  it  to  the  abbey  of  Abbotfbury  in  Dorfetfhire,  the  abbot  whereof  10  Edw. 
III.  obtained  a charter  of  free  warren  in  all  his  lands  lying  within  the  fame.®  After 
the  diflblution  of  that  houfe,  it  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Giles  Strangeways,  who  con- 
veyed it  to  Humphry  Watkins,  efq;  who  refided  here  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.*" 
His  fon  Richard  Watkins  left  one  only  daughter  and  heir  Mary,  married  to  James 
Hanham,  of  Purfe-Candel  in  Dorfetfhire,  whofe  pofterity  fold  it  to  Thomas  Gollop,  of 
Strode,  efq;  but  he  fhortly  after  reconveyed  it  to  the  Hanhams;  and  from  them  it 
came  to  the  Henleys,  of  Grange  in  the  county  of  Hants.  It  afterwards  belonged  to 
the  Earl  of  Northington,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  bart. 

About  a mile  fouthweft  from  Holwell  is  Buckshaw,  now  only  a fmall  hamlet  and 
farmj  but  formerly  a manor  of  fome  note,  belonging  for  many  generations  to  the 
family  of  Guldene,  of  Langton  in  Dorfetfhire.  Sir  Henry  le  Gulden,  knt.  died  8 Edw. 
III.  feized  of  Buckfhaw,  and  had  ifTue  Sir  Alan  le  Gulden,  who  at  his  death  35  Edw. 
III.  left  one  fon,  Roger,  and  a daughter.  Amice,  the  wife  of  Sir  Stephen  Derby,  knt. 
who  held  this  manor,  and  left  it  to  his  fon  Robert.®  He  died  9 Henry  V.-  without 
IfTue,  and  was  fucceeded  by  William  Derby  his  nephew,  who  was  living  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VI.  By  an  inquifition  taken  6 Edw.  IV.  it  was  found  that  Elizabeth  Cryklade 
held  at  her  death  the  manor  of  Buckfliaw  of  Richard  earl  of  Warwick,  and  that  Ann 
the  wife  of  Richard  Cowdray,  efqj  was  her  coufin  and  next  heir.**  By  another  inqui- 
fition it  appears  that  Agnes  the  widow  of  William  Wheatley,  and  formerly  the  wife  of 
William  Combe,  died  14  Edw.  IV.  feized  of  the  manor  of  Buckfhaw,  which  fhe  held 
of  Lord  Stanley  and  Margaret  his  wife,  as  of  their  manor  of  Horethorne  ■,  reverfionary 

* Hutchins’s  Hid,  of  Dorfetlhire,  ii.  495.  '>  Hutchins  ut  fupra,  ex  Rymer.  Feed.  i.  146.  ' Lib.  Rub. 

'*  Efc.  * Cart.  10  Ed.  III.  n.  41.  ^ MS.  Survey.  ® Efc,  ” Ibid. 
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after  the  death  of  the  faid  Agnes  to  Avice  late  wife  of  William  Cowdray,  but  then  the 
wife  of  Morgan  Kidwelly,  as  coufin  and  heir  of  Roger  Gulden,  efq.  Thomas  Combe 
was  the  heir  of  the  faid  Agnes.'’  39  Eliz.  it  was  held  by  James  Hanham,  efq;  and 
afterwards  by  John  Herbert,  efq;  defcended  from  a family  feated  in  the  county  of 
Glamorgan  in  South-Wales,  who  built  a feat  here  about  the  year  1730.  It  now 
belongs  to  Mifs  Herbert. 

The  fcite  of  the  manor  of  Bucklhaw  belonged  to  Sir  Robert  Henley,  knt.  in  the 
year  1692,  and  was  fold  by  his  fon  Anthony  Henley,  efq;  to  William  Grandy,  gent, 
whofe  defcendant  William  Grandy  fold  the  fame  in  1734  to  John  Elbridge,  efq;  and 
now  a moiety  thereof  belongs  to  Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  in  right  of  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  great  niece  of  the  faid  John  Elbridge,  and  the  other  moiety  to  Thomas 
French,  efq. 

About  a mile  northeaft  from  Holwell  Hands  another  little  hamlet  and  farm  called 
WooDBRiDGE,.  which  fometime  belonged  to  John  Rich,  efq. 

All  thefe  places  are  entirely  environed  by  Dorfetlhire,  and  there  was  a particular 
road  that  connected  them  to  the  county  of  Somerfet. 

There  are  various  reafons  afligned  for  parcels  of  one  county  being  encompafled  by  an- 
other, and  fometimes  widely  diftant  from  that  to  which  they  belong;  the  moft  prevalent 
one  feems  to  be,  that  before  the  divifions  of  counties  were  thoroughly  fettled,  fuch  frag- 
ments of  land  belonged  to  fome  great  perfons  refiding  at  a diftance,  who  were  there 
rated  in  the  afleflinents,  and  therefore  thofe  lands  were  in  procefs  of  time  reputed  part 
of  the  {hires  wherein  their  pofTeffors  were  feated.  In  the  cafe  before  us,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  place  we  are  fpeaking  of  was  confidered  as  part  of  Dorfetlhire  long 
after  the  divifion  of  counties  took  place;  and  the  fad  is,  that  the  family  of  Bickleigh, 
holding  their  lands  of  the  lords  of  the  manor  of  Horethorne,  at  a time  when  the  two 
counties  of  Somerfet  and  Dorfet  were  under  the  fame  IherifFs;  the  tenants  at  Holwell 
did  their  fuit  in  their  lord’s  court  at  Horethorne;  and  thus  this  diftrid  became  by 
cuftom  incorporated,  and  confidered  as  part  of  the  hundred  of  Horethorne,  and  con- 
fequently  of  the  county  of  Somerfet.  The  fame  reafon  holds  good  with  regard  to  the 
disjointed  parcels  of  hundreds  in  one  and  the  fame  county,  the  fame  hundred  being 
fometimes  fcattered  in  three  or  four  different  parts  of  it.  6 and  ii  Edw.  I.  complaint 
was  made  that  feveral  tithings  had  withdrawn  themfelves  from  their  legal  hundred,  and 
had  for  the  reafon  above  affigned  fued  to  the  courts  of  the  earls  of  Gloucefl;er.‘ 

The  church  of  Holwell,  which  is  a reflory  in  the  deanery  of  Shafton,  was  appro- 
priated to  the  abbey  of  Cirencefter  in  Gloucefterfiiire,  and  in  1292  was  valued  at  one 
hundred  fhillings.''  The  abbot  had  a penfion  out  of  it  of  fifty  {hillings,  i and  2 Phil, 
and  Mary,  the  advowfon  was  granted  to  Thomas  Vavafor  and  Henry  Ward.  The 
perpetuity  thereof  was  fold  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  centuiy  by  Robert  Henley, 
of  Glanvill’s-Wootton,  efq;  to  Queen’s-College  in  Oxford,  in  which  the  patronage  is 
now  veiled.  The  Rev.  Richard  Radcliffe  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

" Efc.  ^ Excheq.  Somerfet.  See  Radftock  in  Kilmerfdon  Hundred.  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  north 
aile,  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  a tower  at  the  weft  end  containing  five  bells. 

Here  was  formerly  a chantry  called  Brett’s  chantry. 

The  church  and  parfonage-houfe  are  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  on  which  account  the 
ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion  belongs  now  to'the  bifhop  of  Briftol,  as  it  did  anciently  to  the 
bifhop  of  Sarum. 


HORSINGTON, 

An  extenfive  parifh  lying  eaftward  from  Charleton-Horethorne,  including  a confi- 
derable  town,  fituated  on  the  Hope  of  a gently  rifing  hill,  in  a pleafant  and 
healthful  country,  the  lands  whereof  are  rich,  and  moftly  pafture. 

Its  ancient  name  was  Horjienetone^  and  its  firft  pofleflbr  after  the  Conqueft  was 
William  Fitz-Wido,  or  William  Fitz-Odo,  a Norman. 

“ William  the  fon  of  Wido  holds  of  the  King  Horstenetone.  Sauard  and  Eldeva 
‘‘  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  for  two  manors,  and  might  difpofe  of  it  where- 
ever  they  went,  and  they  gelded  for  eleven  hides.  The  arable  is  ten  carucates.  In 
demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  four  fervants,  and  twelve  villanes,  and  ten  bordars,  and 
twelve  cottagers,  with  feven  ploughs  and  a half.  There  is  a mill  of  two  and  forty 
" pence  rent,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  fix  furlongs  long,  and  five 
furlongs  broad._  Wood  feven  furlongs  long,  and  fix  furlongs  broad.  When  he 
“ received  it,  it  was  worth  eight  pounds  fifteen  fhillings,  now  as  much.  Of  this  land 
Ralf  holds  of  William  one  hide  and  a half,  and  has  there  one  plough  and  a half.  It 
was  always  worth  twenty-five  Ihillings.”® 

This  Williarri  Fitz-Wido  refided  in  thefe  parts,  and  poflefled  the  vills  of  Cheriton, 
and  Combe,  the  laft  of  which  one  of  his  family  gave  in  free  alms  to  the  knights 
templars,  and  it  became  a cell.'’  In  after  times  the  manor  of  Horfington  was  poflelTed 
by  a family  denominated  from  the  place,  and  was  held  by  them  of  the  honour  of 
Montacute.  John  de  Horfindon,  by  his  charter  dated  12  Joh.  gave,  granted,  and 
confirmed,  to  Robert  de  Braibroc,  for  his  homage  and  fervice,  and  in  confideration  of 
fixty  marks  of  filver,  all  the  land  of  Horfindon,  which  was  of  the  fee  of  John  de 
Montacute.'  Hence  it  fhortly  after  came  by  grant  to  the  family  of  Newmarch,  or  De 
Novo  Mercatu,  defcended  from  that  Bernard  de  Newmarch,  who  attended  the  Con- 
queror into  England.  James  de  Newmarch  was  living  16  Joh.  and  poffeflfed  this 
manor  with  many  other  eftates  in  the  counties  of  Somerfet,  Dorfet,  Wilts,  and 
Gloucefter.'*  At  his  death  he  left  ifllie  two  daughters,  Ifabel,  the  wife  of  Sir  Ralph 

• Lib.  Domefday.  *’  See  page  359.  ' Mag.  Rot.  iz  Joh,  rot.  z6.  Cart.  Antiq. 
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Ruffell,  knt.  and  Maud.  In  the  divifion  of  the  eftates  Horfington  fell  to  Ifabel  the 
eldefl-,  and  Sir  Ralph  Rulfell,  8 Henry  III.  had  livery  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance.' 
By  the  faid  Ifabel  he  had  iffue  two  fons,  Robert,  who  died  without  ilTue  25  Edw.  I. 
feized  of  lands  in  Horfington  and  Wilkinthrop  in  this  parifli,  which  he  held  of  the 
capital  lords  of  Elorfingtonj*^  and  William,  who  fucceeded  to  the  eftate.  Which 
William  married  Jane  the  daughter  of  Robert  Peverel,  and  died  feized  of  this  manor 
4 Edw.  II.  having  held  it  by  the  fervice  of  half  a barony.^  To  him  fucceeded 
Theobald  RuflTell,  who  13  Edw.  II.  being  found  under  age,  this  manor  of  Horfington 
was  granted  to  Alice  de  Leygravethe  king’s  nurfe,  for  her  fupport  during  the  minority 
of  the  faid  Theobald.’'  He  was  twice  married;  his  firft  wife  was  Eleanor,  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Ralph  de  Gorges,  a baron,  by  whom  he  left  a pofterity  called  fometimes 
by  the  name  of  RuflTell,  but  generally  by  that  of  Gorges : to  his  fecond  wife  he  married 
another  Eleanor,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  de  la  Tour.  By  his  firft  wife  he  had  iflfue 
Theobald,  who  aflTumed  the  name  of  Gorges,  and  was  anceftor  of  the  Gorges  of 
W raxal,  where  their  chief  feat  was,  and  in  the  account  of  which  further  notice  will  be 
taken  of  this  family;  and  Sir  Ralph  Ruftell,  knt,  who  was  of  Kingfton-Ruflbl  in  Dor- 
fetlhire,  and  of  Dirham  in  Gloucefterfhire.  By  his  fecond  wife  he  had  iffue  William, 
who  was  progenitor  of  the  Berwick  family  and  the  dukes  of  Bedford.  After  the  death 
of  the  faid  Theobald,  Eleanor,  who  furvived  him,  had  an  affignation  of  the  third  part 
of  this  manor  in  dower.'  After  which  the  manor  was  divided  between  the  defend- 
ants of  the  faid  heirs,  till  in  the  time  of  Edw.  IV.  it  became  reunited  in  the  perfon  of 
Richard  Gorges,  efq.  He  died  20  Edw.  IV.  and  Maud  his  wife  furviving  him,  mar- 
ried to  her  fecond  hulband  Henry  Roos,  and  died  i^April,  3 Henry  VIII.  feized  of 
the  manors  of  Horfington  and  South-Cheriton,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of 
Horfington,  and  the  chapel  of  South-Cheriton.‘‘  Marmaduke,  the  fob  and  heir  of  the 
faid  Richard  Gorges,  had  died  before,  viz.  i Henry  VIII.  and  Elizabeth  and  Maud  his 
two  daughters  were  found  to  be  the  next  heirs  of  the  faid  Maud  Roos.‘  Elizabeth  the 
eldeft  daughter  was  married  to  Thomas  Shirley,  who  in  her  right  enjoyed  this  manor, 
and  left  it  to  his  fon  Francis  Shirley,  who  2 Eliz.  fold  the  fame  to  Edward  Ludlow 
and  Maud  his  wife,  and  their  heirs.  Robert  Ludlow,  fon  and  heir  of  the  faid  Edward, 
16  Eliz.  conveyed  the  manor  of  Horfington,  and  Horfington-Marfli,  to  Matthew 
Smyth,  efq;  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  Walter  Spencer,  efq. 

Horsington-Marsh,  South-Cheriton,  or  Churton,  (where  was  a chapel) 
WiLKiNTHRoop,  and  Horwood,  are  all  hamlets  within  this  parilh,  and  w'ere  chiefly 
appendant  to  the  principal  manor  of  Horfington. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  valued  in  1292  at  twenty  marks.” 
James  Wickham,  of  Frome,  efq;  and  Thomas  Wickham,  of  Whitchurch,  efq;  are  the 
joint  patrons  thereof;  and  the  Rev.  Mr,  Whalley  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift,  is  a Gothick  ftrucfture,  confifting  of  a 
nave,  fmall  aile,  chancel,  and  porch,  tiled;  and  a well-built  embattled  tower,  fixty  feet 
high,  with  a clock  and  five  bells. 

' Rot.  Claus.  8 Hen.  HI.  ^ Efc.  Ibid.  " Rot.  Pip.  Ed.  II.  > Rot.  Claus. 

Coles’s  Efcheats.  ’ Ibid.  “ Taxat,  Spiritual. 
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On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a handfome  mural  monument  of  marble,  termi- 
nated by  a mitred  pediment  and  urn. “ Here  lyes  the  body  of  Mr.^  William  Gifford, 

gent,  fon  of  Benjamin  Gifford,  of  Boreham  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  efqj  who  dyed  the 
30th  of  Nov.  1693,  aged  36.  Alfo  Benjamin  Gifford,  efq;  his  fon,  who  dyed  June 
13,  1713,  aged  25.  Likewife  aU  that  could  dye  of  Alicia  daughter  of  the  faid 
William  Gifford,  and  the  beloved  wife  of  George  Doddington,  efq;  was  buried  June  27, 
1745,  aged  54  years.”  Below  are  the  arms  cut  in  ftone:  Quarterly,  firft  and  fourth, 
three  ftirrups  within  a bordure  engrailed.  Second  and  third,  a chevron  between  three 
lions  rampant. 

On  a mural  monument  of  white  marble  in  the  chancel: “ The  remains  of  George 

Doddington,  efq;  who  died  Oft.  27,  1762,  aged  i year  and  8 months.” 

At  the  foutheaft  end  of  the  nave  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  and  Sienna 

marble;  on*  the  tablet  is  this  infcription; Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev, 

Anthony  Wickham,  A.  M.  late  reftor  of  this  parifh,  who  departed  this  life  April  15, 
1767.  With  a hope  full  of  immortality,  through  the  revelation  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  He  was  pious  without  hypocrify;  charitable  without  oftentation;  hof- 
pitable  without  extravagance.  Such  was  his  amiable  difpofition,  that  he  was  alike 
refpefted  and  beloved  by  the  rich  and  poor.  He  had  two  wives;  his  firft,  Jane, 
daughter  of  Mr.  George  Brodripp,  of  the  city  of  London.  His  fecond,  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  John  Lloyd,  of  Soughton  in  the  county  of  Flint,  efq.  His  remains,  and 
thofe  of  his  wives,  are  depofited  in  the  church-yard  near  the  fouth  window.  This 
monument  was  erefted  by  his  grateful  kinfman  the  Rev.  John  Wickham,  A.. M,.  reftor 
of  Sampford;  and  James  Wickham,  of  Frome,  gent.”  Arms,  Argent-,  two  chevrons 
fable,  between  three  rofes  gules. 

On  a flat  ftone  in  the  chancel  floor  is  an  infcription  to  the  memory  of  Rooke 
Doddington,  efq.  Arms,  Three  bugle  horns. 

On  two  black  frames  the  following  benefaftlons  to  the  poor  are  recorded : 

Thomas  Abbot,  gent,  gave  North-Clofe  in  North -Cheriton,  to  the  ufe  of  the 
fecond  pooi*. 

Thomas  Rolt,  gent,  gave  lands  in  Abbot’s-Combe,  called  Gadgrove,  and  other 
lands,  after  the  death  of  Elizabeth  Winfcomb,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  for  ever. 

“ Memorandum.  The  parifh  exchanged  the  church-houfe  for  five  houfes  in  Broad- 
mead-lane  with  Thomas  Gawen,  efq;  for  the  ufe  of  the  parifh  1722, 

“ By  the  will  of  John  Wickham,  late  of  Sherborne,  deceafed,  five  pounds  a year  are 
given  to  the  reftor  of  this  parifh  in  truft  for  the  poor  to  be  paid  on  St.  Thomas’s-day 
out  of  lands  called  Great-Lyes  and  Little-Lyes.” 

There  is  a charity-fchool  here  endowed  with  five  pounds  per  annum,  for  teaching 
twelve  poor  children. 
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MARSTON-MAGN  A,  or  B R O A D . M A R S T O N, 

^So  called  to  diftinguifh  it  from  Mar§ton-Parva,  a farm  in  this  parilh  one  mile  weft; 
Marston-Bigot  ; and  Other  placcs  of  the  name) 

IS  a parifh  in  the  wefteni  extremity  of  the  hundred,  fituated  in  a low  flat  country, 
thickly  inclofed  with  wood,  of  which  elm  grows  in  great  abundance  j the  lands  are 
moftly  pafture,  and  the  foil  wet  and  cold.  About  the  year  1778,  on  opening  a marie 
pit,  feveral  malTes  of  very  curious  calcarious  blue  ftone  were  difcovered  here,  in  appear- 
ance an  indurated  marie,  entirely  filled  with  anew  fpecies  of  cornua-ammonis,  covered 
with  the  original  white  pearl,  and  refrafting  the  prifmatick  colours.  They  were  in 
general  fmall,  from  one  quarter  of  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  of  a purplifli 
violet  colour.  This  ftone  was  raifed  in  maflfes  fufficiently  large  to  make  fide-boards 
of  four  feet  by  two  and  a half,  took  a fine  polifh,  and  was  extremely  beautiful. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confeftbr,  Marfton  was  held  by  a number  of  thanes,  no 
lefs  than  nine,  who  at  the  Conqueft  being  put  out  of  their  pofleflTions,  King  William  the 
Conqueror  gave  it  to  Robert  earl  of  Morton,  who  held  part  of  it  in  demefne : 

“ The  Earl  himfelf  holds  Merstone.  Four  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
one  carucate,  with  one  fervant,  and  five  vlllanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs. 
There  are  forty  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth 
ten  pounds.” 

“ Robert  holds  of  the  Earl,  Merstone.  Five  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  Thefe  are  occu- 
“ pied  by  five  villanes  and  two  cottagers,  and  there  are  twenty-four  acres  of  meadow. 
“ It  was  worth  forty  Ihillings,  now  fixty  Ihillings.’” 

It  was  afterwards  held  by  the  Barons  Beauchamp  of  Hatch,  and  continued  in  that 
name  till  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  when  it  pafTed  by  a coheirefs  of  John  de  Beauchamp 
to  Sir  John  Meriet,  who  46  Edw.  III.  is  faid  to  hold  it  of  the  honour  of  Farley- 
Monachorum.'’  In  the  time  of  Henry  V.  it  was  in  the  Stourton  family,  and  9 Edw. 
IV.  was  the  poflfefllon  of  Humphry  Stafford  earl  of  Devon.  In  1690,  Leonard  lord 
Dacre  died  feized  of  itj  and  it  has  now  for  its  pofleflfor  Humphry  Sydenham,  of 
- Dulverton,  efqj  who  inherits  it  from  Sir  John  St.  Barbe,  of  Broadlands  in  the  county 
of  Southampton,  bart. 

Marfton  denominates  a deanery.  So  early  as  9 Ric.  I.  the  church  was  appropri- 
ated to  the  Benedidine  nunnery  of  Pollefboo,  or  Polfho,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
founded  by  William  Briwere  in  that  reign.'  In  1292  it  was  taxed  at  twenty-four 
marks  fix  Ihillings  and  eight-pence."*  The  vicarage  was  endowed  with  twelve  marks.* 
A penfion  of  feven  Ihillings  was  paid  out  of  the  redtory  to  the  prior  of  Montacute. 

• Lib.  Domefday.  ^ Efc.  ' Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen.  ^ Taxat.  Spiritual.  ' Regift.  Wellen. 
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By  the  verbal  appointment  of  Sir  John  St.  Barbe,  Humphrey  Sydenham,  efq;  lord 
of  this  manor,  and  devifee  of  his  laft  will  and  teftament,  conveyed  to  the  Rev.  John 
Rutherford,  vicar  of  this  parilh,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  vicars  of  the  faid  parifh,  for  ever, 
the  redory  or  impropriate  parfonage  of  Marfton^Magna  with  all  its  appertenances.^ 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Maryland  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile, 
with  a ftrong  embattled  tower,,  containing  a clock  and  four  bells. 

In  the  chancel  is  an  old  reading-delk  with  the  following  infcription: 

“ HDtate  pro  anima  ^fii  SloJiis  iRotogtoell,  Picarii,” 

*■  From  a marble  tablet  in  the  church. 


FOIN  TINGTON. 

A Small  parifli  on  the  confines  of  Dorfetfhire,  having  Sherborne  in  that  county, 
two  miles  diftant,  on  the  fouth,  and  Milborne-Port  in  this  county  on  the  eaft. 
The  fituation  is  exceedingly  pleafant,  being  in  a fine  fertile  vale,  furrounded  by  confi- 
derable  hills,  the  tops  of  which  form  a beautiful  outline,  being  finely  indented  and' 
broken  by  fmall  openings.  Thefe  hills  are  moftly  arable  and  open,  or  cut  into  large 
inclofures,  without  much  wood. 

William  holds  of  the  Earl  [Morton]^  Pon ditone.  Adulf  held  it  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  two  hides  and  a half.  The  arable  is  three  carucates. 
In  demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  four  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs. 
“ There  is  a mill  of  thirty-two  pence  rent,  and  half  an  acre  of  meadow,  and  twenty 
acres  of  pafture.  It  is  worth  forty  {hillings.”* 

Richard  de  Pondetone  occurs  witnefs  to  a charter  made  to  Glaftonbury-abbey  in  the 
time  of  Henry  II.  from  which  it  may  be  concluded  that  this  place  had  either  lords  of 
its  own  name  after  the  Conqueft,  or  at  leaft  a family  refident  here  of  very  confiderable 
account.'’  In  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  it  was  pofiTefifed  by  the  family  of GHeney,  or  de  Caineto, 
of  Norman  extradion.  14  Edw.  I.  William  de  Cheney  held  one  knight’s  fee  here,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Nicholas  de  Cheney,  who  held  the  fame  28  Edw.  I.'  Nicholas  de 
Cheney,  fon  and  heir  of  Nicholas,  died  feized  of  the  manor  of  Pointington  19  Edw.  II. 
leaving  William  his  fon  and  heir.'*  Which  William,  who  was  a knight,  was  dead  before 
20  Edw.  III.  his  wife  Joan  having  then  an  alTignation  of  a moiety  of  the  manor  in 
dower.*  13  Ric.  II.  John  de  Montacute  held  two  knights’  fees  here  of  the  grant  of 
John  de  Grandifon  bifiiop  of  Exeter.^  About  the  time  of  Henry  V.  Edmund  Cheney 
died  feized  of  this  manor  without  iffue,  and  thereupon  it  pafiTed  to  Ralph  brother  of 

* Lib.  Domefday.  Regill.  Glafton.  The  arms  of  Pontington  were  on  a bend  three  roundels.  ‘ Efc, 

« Rot.  Pip.  I Ed.  III.  ' Rot.  Claus.  20  Ed.  Ill,  ^ Lib,  Feod. 
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Edmundj  and  from  him  to  another  Edmund  coufin  of  Ralph,  who  died  9 Hen.  VI. 
Ralph  de  Cheney  bore  on  his  feal  a fefle  lozengy,  each  lozenge  charged  with  an  efcallop.® 
This  manor  became  afterwards  the  poffelTion  of  Robert  lord  Willoughby  of  Broke, 
who  was  a knight  of  the  garter,  and  died  in  i5'2i.  He  married  Elizabeth  one  of  the 
daughters  and  coheirefles  of  Richard  lord  Beauchamp,  of  Powick  in  the  county  of 
Worcefter,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  fon  Edward,  who  died  in  his  father’s  life-time. 
This  Edward  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Neville  lord  Latimer,  and  by 
her  had  iflue  three  daughters;  of  whom  the  two  youngeft  dying  without  iffue,  Elizabeth 
became  foie  heirefs,  and  was  one  of  the  greateft  fortunes  of  her  time,  being  heirefs 
both  to  Lord  Willoughby  and  Lord  Beauchamp. 

The  wardfldp  of  this  Lady  Elizabeth  was  given  to  Sir  Edward  Grevile,  of  Milcot  in 
Warwickfhire,  who  intended  her  for  John  Grevile  his  eldeft  fon;  but  Fulk  the  younger, 
being  her  favourite,  fhe  became  his  wife.  This  Fulk  was  afterwards  knighted  by  King 
Henry  VIII.  and  died  in  1559,  leaving  iffue  Sir  Fulk  Grevile,  who  fucceeded  him, 
and  divers  other  children. 

Which  Sir  Fulk  Grevile  married  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Ralph  Neville  earl  of 
Weftmoreland,  and  died  in  1606,  feized  of  this  manor  of  Pointington,  which  he  is 
certified  to  have  held  of  George  Luttrell,  efq;  as  of  the  manor  of  Dunfter,  by  fealty 
and  fuit  of  court.*”  He  left  iffue  an  only  fon.  Sir  Fulk,  and  one  daughter,  Margaret. 

Sir  Fulk  Grevile,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  a great  favourite  in  the  court  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  In  1620  he  was  created  by  King  James  I.  Lord  Broke,  of  Beauchamp- 
court  in  the  county  of  Warwick.  In  1628  he  was  bafely  murdered  by  one  of  his  own 
domeflicks,  in  a rage  excited  by  a difcovery  he  had  made  that  his  mafter  had  left  him 
nothing  in  his  will;  and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  Warwick. 

Upon  his  death,  the  elder  branch  of  the  family  in  the  male  line  ended;  and  Margaret 
his  filler,  having  married  Sir  Richard  Verney,  of  Compton  in  Warwickfhire,  knt.  fhe 
carried  the  title  of  Willoughby  de  Broke  into  his  family,  wherein  it  flill  remains  in  the 
perfon  of  John-Peyto  Verney,  baron  Willoughby  de  Broke,  who  is  lord  of  this  manor. 
His  lordfhip’s  arms  are.  Gules ^ three  croffes  recercele  or-,  a chief  vaire,  ermine  and 
ermines. 

The  court-houfe  is  a venerable  old  building,  near  the  church. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Paget  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  Ail-Saints;  it  confilts  of  a nave  and  fouth  aite  leaded, 
and  a chancel  covered  with  tile. 

Under  one  of  the  arches  which  feparate  the  aile  from  the  nave,  on  an  old  Hone 
tomb,  the  front  of  which  is  decorated  with  Gothick  arches,  lies  the  mutilated  effigies 
of  a knight  in  armour. 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  fouth  aile  is  a fmall  but  curious  old  monument  of  red  and 
white  marble,  having  on  the  table  a man  in  armour,  and  a woman  in  a large  ruff  and 
® Seals  from  ancient  deeds.  " Inq.  capt.  ap  Warwick,  5 Jac. 
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loofe  white  robe,'  kneeling  oppofite  each  other,  with  an  altar  defk  between  them,  on 
which  is  a blue  cloth  with  a gilt  fringe.  Behind  the  woman  is  her  daughter:  both 
their  head-drefles  are  winged  caps,  ftifF  plaited  over  the  forehead,  and  a black  hood 
with  a long  lappet  behind.  Below  is  this  infcription: 

“ Heere  George  Tilly,  efquier,  lieth,  and  Mary  his  wife;  this  being  erefted  by  Sir 
Edward  Parham,  knt.  who  married  the  daughter  and  heire  Elizabeth.”  Above  are 
three  coats  of  arms : viz.  i . Argent^  on  a chevron  between  three  mallets  gules^  as  many 
lions’ paws  erafed  or,  Creft;  a lion’s  paw  erafed  <?r,  holding  a mallet  txt&L  gules: 
Parham,  2,  Argent yZyNiNtxw  fable:  Tilly.  3.  The  two  firft  coats  impaled. 

In  a gilt  frame  is  this  infcription:—^ — Thomas  Mallet, 'mil.  unus  Juftitiariorum 
Domini  Regis  ad  placita  coram  ipfo  Rege  tenenda  affignato,  Obijt  19“  die  Decembris 
anno  astatis  fuas  83,  1665.” 

On  another: Baldwin  Mallet,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Mallet,  died  in  the 

King’s  fervice,  the  3d  of  June  1646,  aged  20.”  Arms,  Azure^  three  efcallops  or,  ‘ 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  an  old  ftone  tomb  with  this  infcription : — Plere 
lyeth  the  body  of  Water  Blobole,  parfonof  this  parilh,  buried  Jan,  19,  1617,” 

On  a ftone  in  the  floor: “ Here  lieth  the  body  of  John  Paget,  M.  A.  late  reftor 

of  this  church,  who  died  April  20,  1745,  aged  81.”  There  are  divers  other  memo- 
rials to  the  fame  family. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parifli  are  on  an  average  three  j the  burials  two. 


SANDFORD-ORCAS, 

IS  a parifli  weftward  from  Pointington,  and  three  miles  north  from  Sherborne  in 
Dorfetfliire,  containing  forty-four  rough  ftone  thatched  houfes  and  cottages,  moft 
of  which  are  fituated  in  a long  winding  narrow  vale,  with  high  hills  rifing  in  a fteep 
afcent  on  either  fide.  The  vale  is  thickly  wooded  in  the  hedge-rows,  and  many  of  the 
hotjfes  have  confiderable  orchards.  Two  fmall  brooks,  joining  in  this  parifli,  turn  an 
overfhot  mill  here  in  their  way  to  the  Ivel. 

The  additional  name  of  this  place  arofe  from  its  ancient  polTeATors,  the  family  of 
Orejcuihy  of  which  Orcas  is  a ftrange  corruption.  The  manor  belonged  in  the  Con- 
queror’s time  to  Hugh  de  Abrincis  earl  of  Chefter, 

“ William  holds  of  the  Earl,  Sanford.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for  ♦ 
**  two  hides.  The  arable  is  flve  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate,  with  one 
fervanc,  and  eight  villanes,  with  one  plough.  There  are  nine  acres  of  meadow,  and 
fifty  acres  of  wood,  and  a mill.  It  was  and  is  worth  three  pounds.”* 

* Lib.  Domefday, 
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The  family  of  Orefcuilz  came  from  Normandy,  and  bore  for  their  arms  fix  lions 
rampant.'’  Lktle  mention  is  m.ade  of  them  in  hiftory;  but  thus  far  we  know,  that  they 
poflefled  lands  in  this  county,  Wilts,  and  Gloucefter,  foon  after  the  Conqueft.  In  the 
time  of  King  Henry  I.  Henry  Orefbuil?  held  one  knight’s. fee  in  this  county  of  the 
abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  in  which  poffeffion  he  was  fucceeded  by  Helias  de  Orefcuilz  his 
fon,  ivho  was  living  12  Henry  II.''  To  this  Helias  fucceeded  Richard  de  Orefcuilz, 
lord  of  this  manor,  and  that  of  Sturis,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  John;  in 
tlie  1 2th  of  which,  Roger  de  Viliers  paid  twenty  tmarks  that  he  might  inherit  the  fliare 
of  his  mother  Alice  in  the  lands  of  the  faid  Richard  de  Orefcuilz.**  Maud  the  daughter 
and  coheir  of  this  Richard,  and  lifter  pf  the  faid  Alice,  was  lady  of  the  manor  of 
Sharnco^  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  as  alfo  of  the  manor  of  Sandford.  She  married 
William  the  fon  of  John  de  Harptree,  of  Harptree  ,in  this  county,  who  pofiefled  the 
fame  in  her  right,  and  tranfmitted  it  to  his  poft'erity,  of  whom  were  the  Gonrnays,  De 
la  Mores,  and  others.  The  manor  now  jointly  belongs  to  Dorrington  Hunt,  of  Pit- 
combe,  efq;  and  to  Charles  and  John  Hutchins,  efqrs. 

The  living  is,  a redtory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  valued  in  1292  at  fifteen  marks/ 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  fouth  aile, 
and  tower  with  five  bells. 

In  the  aile  is  an  old  mural  monument  of  ftone,  the' upper  part  of  which  forms  two 
recefies;  in  one  are  the  effigies  of  a man  and  woman  kneeling  face  to  face;  the  man 
holds  a fcull ; the  woman  a bible ; behind  tl-iem  are  three  boys  and  four  girls  kneeling. 
In  the  other  recefs'is  a woman  kneeling  wim  a fcull  in  her  hand;  and  behind  her  lie 
four  infants  fwathed  up  like  mummies.  The  man  has  a fword  in  a military' belt. 
Below  is  this  infeription: 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  William  Knoyle,  of  Santford-Orcas,  efq.  Hee  was  firft 
married  to  Fillip  daughter  of  Robert  Morgane,  of  Maperton  in  the  county  of  Dorfet, 
efq;  by  whome  he  had  ifftie  four  children,  and  bee  dead.  Hee  was  fecondly  married  to 
Grace  Clavel,  daughter  of  Jofeph  Clavel,  of  Barftone  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq;  by 
whom  hee  had  yffue  3 funs  and  4 daughters.  Hee  died  Jan.  '21,  1607,  in  the  49th 
yeare  of  his  age.”  Arms,  Gules y on  a bend  argent y three  efcallops  Jabky  Knoyle. 
Impaling  three  horfes  current  argent. 

On  another  handfbme  mural  monument  of  various  coloured  marble,  is  an  infeription 
to  the  memory  of  John  Hutchins,  efq;  fon  of  Samuel  Hutchins,  of  South- Cadbury, 
efq;  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  James  Medlycott,  efq;  whofe  arms  are.  Argent y 
three  lions  palTant  JabUy  two  and  one,  Hutchins ; impaling,  gules  and  azurCy  per  fefle 
indented,  three  lions  rampant Medlycott. 

In  the  church-yard  are  the  remains  of  an  old  crofs,  and  a large  and  very  ancient 
yew-tree. 

Francis  Godwin,  D.  D.  the  celebrated  writer  of  De  Prajulibus  Anglia  Comment ariusy' 
was  fometime  reeftor  of  this  parifli. 

Ancient  Seals.  * Lib.  Nig.  Scac.  i.  89.  ? Rot.  Pip.  12  Joh,  * Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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IS  the  next  parifh  fouthward  from  Horfington,  comprifmg  a fmall  ftraggling  villagCj 
fituated  in  a woody  vale,  and  watered  by  a rivulet,  which  rifes  in  Charleton- 
Horethorne,  and  runs  through  Milborne-Port  into  the  Yeo  near  Sherborne.  Another 
brook  rifing  in  a wood  here  pafles  through  the  parilh  of  Abbot’s-Combe.  The  lands 
are  chiefly  pafture. 

This  place  was  anciently  written  StamveUe,  or  the  Stone  Fount,  and  is  thus  recorded 
in  Domefday-Book: 

Azeline  [de  Percheval]  holds  of  the  Bifliop  [of  Coutances]  Stanwelle.  Tur- 
“ mund  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable 
“ is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  five  villanes, 
**  and  feven  bordars,  and  two  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There  are  fixteen  acres  of 
meadow,  and  five  acres  of  pafture,  and  fix  acres  of  coppice  wood.  It  was  worth 
forty  fhillings,  now  fixty  Ihillings.”* 

In  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  this  manor  was  held  by  the  family  of  Mufcegros,  of  Charlton 
Mufgrove,  and  confifted  of  two  knight’s  fees.’’  Hawife,  the  heir  of  Robert  de  Mufcegros, 
was  married  to  Sir  William  Mortimer,  knt.  who  had  the  manor  of  S towel,  and  died 
feized  thereof  25  Edw.  L'  9 Ric.  II.  Sir  Edmund  Molyns,  knt.  held  the  manor  and 
the  advowfon  of  the  cjiurch  jointly  with  Ifabelhis  wife,  of  Sir  Matthew  de  Gournay,  as 
of  his  manor  of  Curry-Mallet.'’  Sir  John  Tiptot,  knt.  Lord  Powis,  was  feized  of  this 
manor  21  Hen.  VI.  and  13  Edw.  IV.  Elizabeth  the  widow  of  Robert  Cappes  held  the 
fame  at  her  death  of  Margaret  Countefs  of  Richmond,  leaving  John  the  fon  of  Sir 
John  Hedy,  knt.  her  heir.'  Chriftopher  Hody,  efq;  died  feized  of  the  manor  and 
advowfon  15  Jac.  I.  leaving  John  his  fon  and  heir.*^  Samuel  Dodington,  efq;  is  the 
prefent  lord  of  the  manor. 

The  living  is  a redtory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton;  It  was  valued  in  1292  at  feven 
marks,®  and  is  now  in  the  patronage  of  Samuel  Dodington,  efq.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Pye 
is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  is  a fmall  building  fifty-fix  feet 
long,  and  fixteen  wide,  being  of  one  pace,  with  a fquare  tower,  rebuilt  in  the  year 
1748,  and  containing  three  bells. 

On  the  eaft  wall  of  the  chancel  are  the  following  inferiptions : ^Tdere  lieth  the 

body  of  Thomas  Mogg,  redlor,  who  died  Nov.  27,  1708.  Catharine  Mogg,  the  wife 
of  T.  M.  redtor,  was  buried  Aug.  14,  1684.” 

‘‘  Believe  aright,  and  live  as  you  believe;  and  you  cannot  but  die  in  fafety.” 

The  average  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  three,  the  burials  two  annually. 

• Lib.  Domefday.  Lib.  Feod.  * Efc.  Ibid.  ' Ibid.  ^ Ibid.  « Taxal.  Spiritual. 
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IS  a parifh  four  miles  nearly  weft  from  Sherborne,  twelve  eaft  from  Ivelchefter,  and 
three  northeaft  from  Yeovil. 

Mr.  Baxter,  in  his  Gloftary,  derives  the  name  of  Trent  or  Treonta  frorri  the  Britifti 
Troijent,  which  implies  a winding  river.  Trent  is  wafhed  on  the  weft  by  the  river 
Ivel,  and  on  the  fouth  by  a ftream  from  a fpring  which  rifes  at  Nether-Compton 
in  Dorfet. 

This  village  ftands  upon  a rifing  ground,  open  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  and  is  guarded 
by  a confiderable  hill  on  the  eaft,  which  renders  it  remarkably  warm  and  healthy. 

It  confifts  principally  of  a long  ftraggling  ftreet  near  the  church,  and  two  hamlets; 
viz.  Adbeer,  one  mile  northweft,  containing  ten  houfes;  and  Hummer,  half  a mile 
weft,  five  houfes.  The  whole  number  of  houfes  (moft  of  which  are  of  rough  ftone) 
is  about  8o;  and  of  inhabitants,  nearly  400. ' 

On  examining  a period  of  forty- two  years,  (from  1560  to  1601  inclufive)  there 
appear  to  have  been  96  marriages,  and  387  births;  (each  marriage  having  produced 
four  children  on  an  average)  and  the  burials  198.  The  proportion  of  males  to  females 
born  during  this  period  is  4 to  3.  The  births  from  1772  to  1782  are  I2;  burials  ii 
each  year  on  an  average.  The  regifter  begins  i Eliz. 

The  fituation  is  woody,  but  the  country  round  is  pleafingly  varied  with  hills  and  vallies. 

The  foil  towards  the  upper  part  of  the  parilh  is  a light  fand,  which  changes  by  de- 
grees into  a loam,  and  becomes  in  the  lower  fide  a ftrong  blue  clay.  It  is  very  fertile, 
and  has  the  advantage  of  a large  marle-pit.  The  marie  is  blue,  greafy,  and  hard  almoft 
as  ftone  when  firft  raifed;  but  being  beaten  into  fmall  pieces,  and  expofed  a while  to  the 
air,  it  foon  difiblves,  and  eafily  incorporates  with  the  earth.  Between  forty  and  fifty  load 
is  the  quantity  ufually  laid  on  an  acre,  which  in  pafture  or  meadow  ground,  it  is  faid,  will 
continue  forty  or  fifty  years  without  any  fenfible  decay.  It  is  alfo  found  to  be  very  good 
manure  for  arable  land,  but  the  improvement  is  not  fo  lafting.  After  three  or  four  years 
ploughing  it  finks  by  its  weight  beyond  the  reach  of  the  plough,  and  lofes  its  virtue. 

The  greateft  part  of  this  parifti  is  inclofed.  The  oxen  fed  upon  it  are  of  the  large 
kind,  and  acknowledged  to  be  as  good  beef  as  any  that  are  driven  to  London. 

Few  parifhes  are  fo  well  planted  with  orchards,  or  afford  greater  quantities  of  good 
fruit  for  cyder. 

Here  is  little  oak,  but  afti  and  elm  thrive  well,  and  grow  to  large  trees  in  a Ihort  time. 
The  manor  of  Trent,  as  well  as  almoft  all  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  belonged 
in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  Robert  Earl  of  Morton. 

Anfger  holds  of  the  Earl,  Trente.  Brifnod  held  it  in  the  time  of  Kmg  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  feven  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one 

“ caracate, 
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carucate,  and  fix  fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  with  four  ploughs. 

There  are  thirty  acres  of  meadow,  and  fixty  acres  of  pafture,  and  thirty  acres  of 

wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  eight  pounds.”*' 

It  was  afterwards  granted  to  the  family  of  Mohun,  and  from  them  paffed  to  the 
Briweresj  but  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  the  manor  was  the  property  of  Waiter  le  Bret, 
who  held  it  of  the  caftle  of  Dunfter,  and  died  feized  thereof  4 Edw.  1.  leaving  iiTue  two 
daughters,  Alice  and  Annora,  between  whofe  defeendants  the  ellate  was  divided,'’ 
17  Edw.  II.  Alan  de  Chaftellain  held  a third  part  of  the  manor  of  Trent,  of  Robert  de 
Seford  and  Maud  his  wife,  by  the  rent  of  one  penny  per  annum.  Thomas  Chaftellain 
his  fon  and  heir  fucceeded  him.';  46  Edw.  III.  Robert  Wyke  held  a third  part  of  Trent 
of  the  honour  of  Farley-Monachorumj  and  10  Ric.  II.  a third  part  of  the  fame  be- 
longed to  Sir  Thomas  Weft,  and  defeended  to  his  fon  Thomas  Weft.'*  In  procefs  of 
time  the  principal  eftate  and  whole  manor  of  T rent  became  the  property  of  the  family 
of  Stork,  from  whom  it  defeended  by  coheirefles  to  the  families  of  Gerard,  Wyndham, 
and  Young.  The  heirefs  of  the  Wyndham  family  was  married  to  Henry  Bromley, 
efq;  of  Cambridgefhire,  created  Lord  Montfort  by  Geo.  II.  who  having  no  male  heir, 
fold^he  eftate  to  Mr.  Colliton,  a gentleman  of  Hertfordfhire.  From  him,  by  afecond 
purchafe,  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Francis  Seymour,  efq;  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Edward 
Seymour,  of  Maiden -Bradley  in  Wilts.  It  thence  pafled  to  Henry  Seymour,  , efq;  fon 
to  Francis  aforefaid.  Sir  Francis  Wyndham,  the  laft  of  that  name  who  lived  at  this 
place,  was  a colonel  in  the  army  of  Cha.  I.  and  is  recorded  to  have  ftieltered  Cha.  II, 
for  fome  time  at  his  houfe  in  Trent,  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter,  till  he  could  make 
his  efcape  abroad.  For  this  fervice,  after  the  Reftoration,  he  was  created  a baronet, 
with  a penfion  of  600I.  a year  fettled  upon  him  and  his  heirs  male  for  ever,  befides 
fome  confiderable  annuities  granted  to  his  fifters  for  their  lives.  The  fecond  Sir 
Francis,  fon  of  this  Colonel  Wyndham,  a little  before  his  death  erefted  a very  hand- 
fome  houfe  of  freeftone,  with  four  beautiful  fronts,  [over  the  door,  date  1709,  and 
the  family  motto]  at  the  expence  of  near  6000I.  which  in  the  year  1771  was  entirely 
taken  down,  and  not  a fingle  trace  of  it  now  remains. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Storks’  eftate  is  likewife  in  the  pofleftion  of  Henry  Seymour, 
efq;  whofe  father  purchafed  it  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  of  Spetifbury  near  Bland- 
ford,  in  Dorfetfhire;  to  whom  it  came  by  his  marriage  with  Mifs  Young,  the  only 
remaining  branch  of  that  family. 

To  Mr.  Young,  of  London,  merchant,  native  of  this  place,  this  parifli  is  indebted 
for  a free-fehool  for  teaching  boys  to  read  and  write;  ■•^dio,  in  his  will,  diredts  his 
executors  to  lay  out  and  difburfe  within  four  years  after  . ..o  deceafe,  the  fum  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  in  the  buying  or  new  building  a fchool-houfe  in  the  parifti  of  Trent, 
and  in  the  purchafing  of  lands  or  tenements  in  fee-fimple  for  maintaining  the  fame, 
and  of  a fchoolmafter,  and  twenty  fons  of  poor  inhabitants  of  that  parilh ; and  for  want 
of  fo  many  there;  the  number  was  to  be  made  up  out  of  the  two  parillies  of  Mudford 
and  Nyther-Compton,  in  the  county  of  Dorfet.  Purfuant  to  thefe  diredtions,  a very 

* Lib.  Domefday.  *’ Rot.  Claus.  * Efc.  ‘‘Ibid. 
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good  fchool-houfe  was  foon  after  ereded;  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  money  was 
laid  out  in  two  eftates,  one  lying  in  the  parilh  of  Charlton-Mackerel  near  Somerton,. 
and  the  other  in  South-Brewham  near  Bruton. 

Over  the  fchool  door,  upon  a marble  fcroll,  is  the  following  infcription : 

“ This  fchool-houfe  was  built  and  endowed  at  the  proper  coft  of  Mr.  John  Young,, 
(born  in  this  parilh,  and  late  of  London,  merchant,  deceafed)  by  the  dire6tion  of  his 
executor  William  Love,  of  London,  merchant,  who  in  purfuance  of  the  teftator’s  will 
hath  fettled  it  in  truftees.  A.  D.  1678.” 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  church-yard  is  a houfe,  which,  by  the  manner  of  building, 
carvings  and  coats  of  arms,  appears  to  have  formerly  belonged  to  the  church.  Wood, 
in  his  antiquities  of  Oxford,  among  the  benefaflors  of  Oriel  college,  mentions  one 
Frank,  who  was  born  at  Trent,  and  was  mafter  of  the  rolls  in  Henry  the  Vlth’s  time. 
He  gave  to  Oriel  college  one  thoufand  pounds,  with  which  was  purchafed  the  reverfion, 
after  two  lives,  of  the  manor  of  Wadley  in  Berkfhire,  charging  his  legacy  with  a penfion 
of  twelve  marks  per  annum,  for  the  fupport  of  a chantry  at  his  native  place  of  Trent. 
The  houfe  abovementioned  was  probably  appropriated  to  this  chantry;  but  the  penfion. 
was  funk  at  the  Reformation,  and  is  now  paid  by  Oriel  college  to  the  crown.  The 
laft  incumbent  was  John  Shete,  who  in  1553  had  a penfion  of  fix  pounds.' 

On  the  eaft,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  church,  ftands  the  parfonage-houfe,  on  a 
well-chofen  fpot  of  ground.  The  front  to  the  weft  is  of  freeftone  in  the  modern  tafte, 
very  neat  and  plain.  It  was  built  in  the  year  1725  by  the  then  incumbent  Mr. 
Gardiner,  fon  to  Dr.  Gardiner,  bifhop  of  Lincoln.  The  fouth  front  was  rebuilt  in  the 
year  1780. 

In  the  hamlet  of  Adbeer  was  formerly  a chapel  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
belonging  to  the  mother  church;  but  it  was  demolifhed  in  the  time  of  the  great 
rebellion. 

In  ancient  times  there  were  two  hamlets  of  this  name,  viz.  Nether— Adbeer,  and 
Over-Adbeer,  or,  as  they  are  written  in  Domefday-Book,  Etejheriey  and  Etie’bere, 
They  are  thus  furveyed; 

“ Drogo  holds  of  the  Earl  [Morton]  in  Etesberie  three  virgates  of  land.  Alwi 

held  them  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  The  arable  is  half  a carucate,  and  there 
''  are  with  it  three  cottagers.  There  are  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of  wood. 
“ It  was  and  is  worth  ten  ftiillings.”^ 

“ Siward  [a  thane]  holds  Ettebere.  The  famai  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 

and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  one  carucate  and  a half,  and  there  are  on  it 

two  villanes  and  three  cottagers.  There  are  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  furlong  of 
“ wood  in  length  and  breaddi.  It  was  formerly  and  is  now  worth  twenty  ftiillings.”® 

The  manors  of  Adbeer  and  Hummer  were  afterwards  beftowed  on  the  Earl  of 
Morton’s  Cluniac  priory  at  Montacute  in  this  county,  founded  in  the  beginning  of  the 

• Willis’s  Hill,  of  Abbics,  2.  ' Lib.  Domefday.  ® Ibid. 

reign 


^^oretl)orne,j 


TRENT. 


3S3' 


reign  of  King  Henry  1.  but  the  lands  were  foon  after  felzed  on  occafion  of  the  founder’s 
rebellion,  and  poflefled  by  other  owners.  10  Henry  III.  Jordan  de  Alneto  paid 
twenty  fhillings  for  cutting  down  his  wood  at  Ettebere,  without  licence,  before  per- 
ambulation.'' Gervafe  de  Alneto  (probably  fon  of  Jordan)  was  owner  of  Ettebere  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.'  In  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  the  family  of 
Windfore  had  poffefTions  here  and  in  Mudford.''  26  Edw.  III.  Thomas  Huntleghe 
held  two  parts  of  the  manor  of  Nether- Adbeer,  and  divers  lands  in  Over-Adbeer,  of 
Sir  Walter  de  Romefey.*  Hence  it  came  to  the  Carents,  who  pofleffed  the  two 
hamlets  of  Over  and  Nether-Adbeer,  and  the  hamlet  of  Hummer,  for  many  generations. 
Catherine,  the  widow  of  William  Carent,  efq^  died  felzed  of  thefe  premifes  xj  Edw. 
IV.  holding  them  of  George  duke  of  Clarence,  as  of  his  manor  of  Yarlington.  John 
Wadham  is  found  by  the  inquifition  to  be  her  heir.  Which  John  Wadham  died 
feized  of  Adhere  the  following  year,  and  was  fucceeded  in  his  eftates  by  a fon  of  his 
own  name."'  The  Wadhams  were  of  Merryfield." 

The  abbefs  of  Studley  in  Oxfordfhire  had  a yearly  penfion  of  fix  marks  from  the 
manor  of  T rent." 

The  living  is  a reilory  in  the  deanery  of  Marfton,  valued  in  1292  at  thirty  marksj^ 
the  advowfon  was  formerly  in  the  family  of  the  Storks,  one  of  which  family  having 
bequeathed  it  to  a religious  houfe,  it  was  feized  by  Henry  VIII.  at  the  dilTolution  of 
the  monafteries,  and  continued Jn  the  crown  till  a grant  was  made  of  it  by  James  I.  to 
Sir  Henry  Eowkes,  bart.  Of  him  it  was  purchafed  by  Corpus-Chrifti  college,  Oxford. 

Lift  of  the  Redlors  from  the  Reformation. 

1.  Henry  Stephen;  he  died  1542. 

2.  Emery  Tuckfield,  prefented  by  Hen.  VIII.;  indudted  Eeb.  22,  1542. 

3.  Robert  Elliot,  prefented  by  Philip  and  Mary,  Jan.  7,  1557. 

4.  Henry  Beaumont,  prefented  by  Eliz.  Sept.  17,  1585,  refigned  the  year  following. 

5.  John  Seward,  prefented  by  Eliz.  Jan.  23,  1586. 

6.  Henry  Seward,  prefented  by  Thomas  Shuter,  de  Claufo.Sarum,  Ap.  8,  1625. 

7.  Benjamin  Elliot,  Eellow  of  C.C.C.  prefented  by  the  college.  Sept.  16,  1640. 

, 8.  Elias  Wrench,  prefented  by  C.C.C.  April  6,  1644,  for  firft  16  years  deprived 
of  his  living  by  the  rebel  parliament. 

9.  Amos  Berry,  prefented  by  C.C.C.  1680. 

10.  Charles  Gardiner,  by  C.C.C.  Eeb.  20,  1723. 

11.  Barnabas  Smyth,  by  C.C.C.  Odt.  26,  1732. 

. 12.  Henry  Pinnel,  by  C.C.C.  inftituted  May  28,  1760. 

13.  George  Beaver,  (the  prefent incumbent)  by  C.C.C.  inftituted  Eeb.  14,  1770. 

Redtory  prefent  value  £•'^3  S S 1 r r.  i 

Tenths  — 2 6 64.3  n 

The  church  (which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew)  is  aftrong  wejl-built  Gothick  edifice, 
confifting  of  a nave,  north  aile,  and  porch,  the  latter  large  and  lofty.  At  the  foutheaft 

” Rot.  Pip.  10  Hen,  III.  * Cart.  Antiq.  Efc.  ’ Ibid.  Ibid.  " See  vol,  i.  p.  48. 
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corner,  between  the  porch  and  chancel,  is  a tower  5 9 feet  high,  with  a w'ell-proportioned 
hexagon  fpire  of  35  feet  befides  the  iron  and  weather-cock,  which  ar?  6 feet  above  it; 
the  whole  height  100  feet.  The  pinnacles  which  flood  originally  at  each  corner  of  the 
tower  are  deflroyed  j but  here  is  a clock  and  five  bells. 

The  bells  bear  the  following  infcription: 1.  “ ^UgUflinC  tU^tU  Cdtttpdndttt 

protege  fanam.”  2.  campana  fci  antireae  €cc  Crentae.  3-  Draw  near  to  God, 

1603.  4.  Sanda  Maria,  ora  pro  nobis.  5.  This  bell  was  made  by  the  parifhioners  of 
Trent  in  1604.  William  Gerard,  efq;  and  Thomas  Lofcomb,  benefadors.  Tho, 
Pennington  new  cafl  me  in  1626, 

The  chancel  appears  to  have  been  built  fince  the  church ^ it  being  confiderably 
higher,  and  covered  with  Hone  tile.  It  is  wainfcotted  round  as  high  as  the  windows, 
which  are  five  in  number,  and  of  crown  glafs.  The  Rev.  Barnabas  Smith,  redor  of 
this  parifh,  at  his  own  expence  altered  the  feats,  glazed  the  windows,  and  floored  the 
whole  area  within  the  rails  with  a beautiful  Hone  richly  veined  from  Longburton  near 
Sherborne,  and  the  reft  with  Portland  ftone  ornamented  with  little  fquare  dots  of  the 
former.  He  moreover  prefented  the  parifh  with  a fervice  of  communion  plate,  con- 
fifting  of  a flagon,  a chalice,  and  patine,  and  a difh  for  receiving  the  oblations  j all  plain 
filver,  but  neat  and  handfome. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  an  arch  opens  into  an  aile  about  twelve  feet  fquare, 
which  belongs  to  Henry  Seymour,  efq.  In  this  aile  is  a fpacious  vault,  formerly  the 
burying- place  of  the  Youngs. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  church  is  an  aile,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Gerard 
and  Wyndham  families.  The  entrance  into  it  is  through  a very  curious  arch,  the 
bend  of  which  is  painted  all  over  with  laurel  branches  and  leaves,  among  which  are 
forty  armorial  fhields,  reprefenting  the  alliances  of  the  families  of  Coker  and  Qerard. 

The  fcreen  which  feparates  the  body  of  the  church  from  the  chancel  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  great  antiquity.  The  lower  part  is  wainfcot  j from  which  go  balluftrades 
tapering  upwards,  and  branching  out  at  top  into  elliptic  arches  embellifhed  with  carved 
work,  very  light  and  airy.  Over  it  was  formerly  a rood  loft,  part  of  which  is  Hill 
remaining,  neatly  carved  and  painted.  Beneath  it  are  the  remains  of  a border  of 
extremely  rich  work,  divided  by  narrow  flips  of  timber  into  four  rows,  carved,  painted 
and  gilded  in  the  moft  beautiful  manner.  This,  and  the  fcreen  to  the  chancel,  are 
evidently  of  a different  ftile  from  the  reft  of  the  church  j and  were  probably  ornaments 
of  fome  part  of  the  abbey  church  of  Glaftonbury, 

At  entering  the  church,  on  the  left,  is  a piece  of  antiquity  which  efcaped  the  zeal  of 
our  reformers]  viz.  the  Ave  Maria  carved  upon  the  front  boards  of  the  feats,  in  protu- 
berant letters,  but  in  a very  rude  and  coarfe  manner.  On  the  two  oppofite  feats  are  the 
crown  of  thorns,  ladder,  nails,  &c.  and  the  letters  J.  H.  S. 

In  the  north  aile  are  two  ftatues  in  ftone,  lying  at  full  length  under  two  arches  in  the 
north  wall,  which  appear  to  have  been  moved  hither  from  fome  other  place;  probably 
from  the  oppofite  wall  when  the  aile  was  built,  and  the  communication  made  bet>veen 
the  church  by  a large  arch;  for  they  are  certainly  much  older  than  the  aile.  The  one 
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is  in  armour  from  head  to  foot  with  his  hands  joined  on  his  breaft,  and  legs  ftrait;  the 
other  is  in  much  the  fame  pofture,  but  a different  habit,  having  a military  belt  and 
fword  hanging  from  it.  The  tapernefs  of  the  fingers,  the  remarkable  flendernefs  of  the 
wrifts  and  ancles,  the  garments  hanging  down  in  folds  to  the  feet,  which  are  very  fmall, 
a hood  thrown  over  the  head  and  drawn  together  under  the  throat,  with  the  refemblance 
of  a mantle  falling  on  the  Ihoulders,  and  the  whole  figure  being  at  lead;  a foot  fhorter 
than  the  other,  give  it  altogether  the  appearance  of  a female.  The  feet  of  each  reft  oa 
a dog,  which  is  part  of  the  Gerard  arms. 

The  pulpit  and  readlng-dellc  are  of  old  wamfcot  carved;  each  of  them  has  acufhion 
and  cloth  made  out  of  the  whittle  in  which  King  Henry  VIII.  was  chriftened;  being  a 
crimfon  brocade  flowered  richly  with  gold  and  filver  tilTue,  and  blue  filk. 

The  fingers’  gallery  is  between  the  chancel  and  the  nave,  and  on  the  top  are  the 
royal  arms,  fix  feet  by  fix,  all  cut  out  of  one  folid  board  without  a joint,  and  well 
painted.  Here  are  five  doors,  thirteen  windows,  and  fix  pews;  and  feveralold  helmets, 
gauntlets,  &c. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  mural  monument  of  ftone,  four  feet  by 
'five.  On  the  right  and  left  of  the  tablet  are  two  round  black  columns  with  Corinthian 
capitals  gilded.  On  one  of  them  is  the  head  of  a negro ; on  the  other  a man’s  leg  and 
foot,  cut  off  juft  above  the  knee,  with  a black  leathern  bulkin  on  it.  The  tablet  is 

infcribed, “ To  the  memory  of  Thomas  Hulfey,  fon  and  heyre  of  Gyles  HuflTey, 

of  Edmondlham  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq.  Bridget  his  wife,  daughter  of  Robert 
Coker,  of  Mapowder  in  the  fame  county,  efq;  hath  eredled  this.  He  dyed  the  19th  of 
March  in  the  yeere  of  our  Lord  1630,  and  of  his  age  neere  32. 

Reader,  here  below  doth  lye 
A pattern  of  trew  pietye ; 

Whofe  example  none  neede  Ihame 
To  follow:  few  can  bee  the  fame. 

Yeares  fcarce  thirty-two  hee  told. 

When  in  goodnefs  growen  old 
Hee  dyed,  and  fo  injoys  long  reft, 

God  takes  them  fooneft  he  loves  beft.” 

Between  the  windows,  on  the  north  wall,  is  a mural  monument  infcribed, Here 

lye  buried  the  bodies  of  Trifteram  Storke,  of  Trent,  efq;  and  Alice' his  wife,  daughter 
unto  Robert  Bingham,  of  Bingham’s-Melcomb,  efq;  which  Trifteram  dyed  the  i8th 
of  Auguft  1532,  and  left  four  daughters  his  heyres:  Joane,  the  wife  of  Richard 
Compton,  efq;  Ann,  the  wife  of  John  Larder,  efq;  Ifabel,  the  wife  of  Alexander 
Seymour,  efq;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  William  Gerard,  efq.” 

On  the  eaft  wall  is  another  mural  monument,  with  this  infcription : “ Near  this 

place  lieth  the  body  of  Henry  Pinnell,  B.  D.  lately  fellow  of  C.C.C.  Oxon,  and  redlor 
of  this  parifh;  who  departed  this  life  Nov.  22,  1769,  aged  52  years.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  Prattenton,  vicar  of  Prittleworth  in  the  county  of  SufTexj 
who,  furviving  him,  erefted  this  ftone  as  an  humble  teftimony  of  her  great  regard  for  a 
moft  affectionate  hufband,  and  a very  worthy  man.” 
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In  the  chancel  floor,  on  two  flat  ftones: Here  lieth  the  body  of  Amos  Berry,, 

of  C.C.C.  Oxon,  Fellow,  B.  D.  redlor  of  this  parifh  from  1680  to  1723,  when  he 
died  Feb.  20,  aged  89.  Here  alfo  lies  Margaret  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  June 

29,  1734,  in  the  91ft  year  of  her  age.. The  fouls  of  the  righteous  are  in  the  hand 

of  God.”  ' 

Elias  Wrench,  S.  T.  B.  e C.  G.C.  Oxon.  quond.  focius  hujus  ecclefiae  redor  in- 
dudtus  A°  1644,  ob'  A“  1680,  astc  75.” 

On  a ftone  at  the  fouth  end,  under  the  fingers’  gallery : “ Here  lyeth  the  body 

of  Elizabeth  Martyn,  relid  of  Ralph  Martyn,  late  of  Marfton  in  the  county  of  So- 
merfet,  gent,  who  departed  this  life  July  10,  1693,  aged  60.” 

On  another  ftone  at  the  entrance  of  the  chancel: Here  lie  the  bodies  of 

Gideon  Pittard,  gent.;  Erances,  his  wife;  John,  his  fan;  and  Rofe,  his  daughter. 
Gideon  dyed  Auguft  y®  25,  1697,  aged  91 ; Frances,  061.  y'  26,  1733,  aged  80; 
John,  Dec.  27,  1703,  aged  13;  and  Rofe,  Od*.  30,  1729,  aged  36.  Here  lies  Eleanor 
Noake,  the  wife,  of  Samuel  Noake,  gent,  daughter  of  the  faid  Gideon  and  Frances 
Pittard,  who  departed  this  life  April  23,  1767,  aged  71.” 

In  the  north  aile  (formerly  the  burial-place  of  the'Gerard  and  Wyndham  families) 
are  the  following  infcriptions  on  large  coarfe  flat  ftones,  which  feem  to  have  been 
brought  from  Ham-hill  quarry. 

Heere  lyeth  the  body  of  William  Gerard,  of  Trent,  efq;  who  dyed  the of 

January,  anno  1567. 

Heere  alfo  lyeth  the  body  of  William  Gerard,  efq;  grandchilde  to  the  other  William 
Gerard,  who  dyed  the  ift  of  May  1604. 

**  Heere  lyeth  the  body  of  Ann  Gerard,  daughter  of  William  Gerard,  efq;  by  Mary 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Allen,  of  the  Mote  in  the  county  of  Kent,  knt. 
She  was  buried  the  25th  of  January  1596, 

“ Heere  lyeth  the  body  of  Mary  Gerard,  the  wife  of  William  Gerard,  efq;  daughter 
and  coheyre  of  Trifteram  Storke,  of  Trent,  efq;  who  dyed  March  18,  1577. 

“ Heere  alfo  lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Gerard,  efq;  fon  of  William  Gerard  and 
Mary  his  wife.  And  neere  unto  him  lyeth  Ifabel  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  and  co- 
heyre of  Leonard  Willoughby,  of  Toners-Piddle  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq.” 

Againft  the  weft  wall,  at  the  end  of  the  north  aile,  is  an  ancient  handfome  mural 
monument  of  black  and  white  marble  to  another  William  Gerard,  moft  probably  the 

fon  of  the  former,  with  this  infcription; “ Gulielmo  Gerard,  armigero,  ex  antiqua 

Gerardorum  familia  in  agro  Lancaftrienfl  oriundo,  monumentum  hoc  impofuit  uxor 
ejus  masiftiflima,  Alia  Chriftopheri  Allen,  equitis  aurati  militis;  obijt  May  i”,  An°Dom. 
1604,  setat.  vero  fuse  52. 

On  another  marble  monument; Anna  uxor  Thomse  Gerard,  arm.  Alia  Robert! 

Coker,  ar.  obijt  in  partu  Junii  xxv  Ano  Dom  mdcxxxiii,  vixit  annos  xxix  diemq;  i“. 
Digna  hac  luce  diuturniore,  nifi  quod  luce  meliore  digna.  Vale!  nos  te  eo  ordine  quo 
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natura  juflerit  fequemur.  Mors  mihi  lucrum : vlvlt  poll  funera  virtus.  Reliquit  quinq; 
filias  fuperftites,  viz.  Elizabetham,  Annam,  Ethelredam,  Amiam,  & Francifcamj  duas 
mort.  & filium  unicum.” 

Anne,  the  fecond  daughter  of  this  Thomas  and  Anne  Gerard,  marrying  Colonel 
Wyndham,  by  her  the  eflate  came  into  his  family.  Pie  was  created  a baronet  by  King 
Charles  II.  and  died  in  the  year  1676.  Plis  fon,  Sir  Francis,  lies  in  a vault  made  for 
him  under  the  aile,  and  againft  the  middle  of  the  north  wall  is  an  elegant  monument  of 
white  marble,  upon  the  table  of  which  is  the  following  infcription : 

Plere  lieth  the  body  of  Sir  Francis  Wyndham,  bart.  (originally  defcended  from  the 
ancient  and  honourable  family  of  the  Wyndhams  of  Felbridge  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk). In  his  younger  years  he  applied  himfelf  to  arms,  and  ferved  King  Charles  II. 
in  the  poll  of  a captain  of  horle.  But  afterwards  he  ferved  his  country  in  feveral  par- 
liaments as  a member  for  Ilchefter  in  this  county.  He  married  three  wives  j his  Jirfl 
was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Arthur  Onflow,  of  Clanden  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  by 
whom  he  had  his  only  child  named  Thomas,  who  dyed  before  him,  leaving  a fon,  now 
Sir  Francis,  and  a daughter  Frances,  by  his  wife  Lucy,  daughter  of  Richard  Mead,  of 
London,  efq.  His  fecond  wife  was  Efther,  widow  of  Matthew  Ingram,  gent.;  and  his 
laft  was  dame  Henrietta,  widow  of  Sir  Richard  Newdigate,  bart.  and  daughter  of  Thomas 
Wigington,  of  Flam  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  gent,  who  furvived  him.  He  was  the 
third  fon  of  Sir  Francis  Wyndham  of  this  place,  who  in  confideration  of  his  conftant 
and  faithful  fervices  to  K.  Charles  the  Firft  and  Second,  in  quality  of  a lieutenant- 
colonel  of  horfe,  but  more  particularly  for  his  being  inftrumental  in  preferving  K. 
Charles  the  Second  in  his  houfe  here,  after  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Worcefter,  till  his 
retreat  to  France,  was  by  him  foon  after  his  reftoration  created  a baronet,  with  a large 
penfion  to  attend  the  honour,  as  a farther  token  of  his  royal  favour.  He  had  four  bro- 
thers and  five  fillers.  Gerard  died  unmarried.  Sir  Thomas  left  only  one  daughter, 
Anne.  Hugh  died  in  Spain  unmarried,  (having  by  his  valour  and  condudl  raifed  him- 
felf to  the  poll  of  lieutenant-general  of  horfe)  and  Edmund  left  no  iffue.  Two  of 
his  filters  Mary  and  Anne  died  children.  Elizabeth  was  married  to  Wm.  Harbyn,  of 
Newton  in  this  county,  -efq.  Racliel,  who  was  maid  of  honour  to  the  princefs  of 
Orange,  and  afterwards  of  the  bed-chamber  to  her  when  flie  was  queen,  died  unmar- 
ried; and  Frances,  who  furviv’d  him,  alfo  died  unmarried. 

‘‘  By  the  diredtion  of  Sir  Francis  Wyndham’s  will,  this  monument  was  eredted  to 
his  memory,  by  his  executrix  and  relidl  the  Lady  Henrietta  Wyndham,  and  his  exe- 
cutor Wm.  James,  of  Ightham  in  the  county  of  Kent,  efq;  who  married  Anne  the  foie 
daughter  and  heir  of  the  above-mentioned  Sir  Thomas  Wyndham.  On  which  account 
Sir  Francis  has  entail’d  his  eflate  on  the  iffue  of  the  body  of  Anne  James,  in  cafe  of 
failure  of  his  own,  (they  taking  the  name  of  Wyndham  additionally.) 

“ Sir  Francis  Wyndham. died  March  22,  1715,  aged  62  years.” 

The  young  Sir  Francis  mentioned  in  the  infcription  died  about  12  years  old  of  the 
fmall-pox,  and  his  filter  Frances,  (who  married  Henry  Bromley,  efq;  afterwards  Lord 
Montfbrt)  having  no  iffue,  the  family  is  extindl. 
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On  a ftone  in  the  church-yard: Beneath  lieth  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bar- 

nabas Smyth,  born  at  Panton  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Nov.  the  21ft,  1692:  chofen 
fcholarof  C.  C.  C.  Oxon,  Aug.  the  6th,  1709:  nominated  to  the  redory  of  this  parifli 
Od.  26,  1732:  buried  February  9th,  1760.  Alfo  Frances  his  wife,  who  departed  this 
life  Dec.  26th,  1765,  in  the  67th  year  of  her  age, — in  hopes  of  a joyful  refurredion; 
and  what  fhe  was  that  day  will  fliew.” 

On  a tomb  under  the  chancel  window:  “ Carolus  Gardiner,  S.T.B.  C.C.C.  Oxon, 
Quondam  focius  hujus  ecclefise  redor  indudus  22  Julij,  1729;  obijt  26  Od.  1732. 
Ecclefise  Wellenfis  Canonicum  fadum,  in  ipfo  pene  honoris  aditu,  mors  occupavit.” 

Mrs.  Bridget  Gardiner,  relid  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Gardiner,  died  and  was  buried  in 
Oxford,  in  the  year  1772.  She  left  to  the  parifti  of  Trent  one  hundred  pounds,  direding 
the  yearly  intereft  to  be  paid  on  Eafter-Sunday  yearly j and  divided  among  fix  poor 
men  and  fix  poor  women  who  do  not  receive  alms. 

She  likewife  left  twenty  pounds,  the  yearly  profits  whereof  are  direded  to  be  laid  out 
in  repairing  and  preferving  the  rails  round  her  hufband’s  grave. 

Here  is  a large  yew-tree,  the  body  of  which  at  five  feet  high,  is  1 2 feet  in  circumference. 

Alfo  an  old  ftone  crofs,  with  five  rows  of  fteps,  the  pillar  broken  off  within  three  feet 
of  the  focket. 
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HUNTSPILL  CUM  PURITON, 


A Small  trad  of  land  lying  on  the  river  Parret,  near  its  influx  into  the  Brlftol 
Channel,  comprehending  two  parifhes,  Huntspill,  and  Puriton;  to  the 
former  of  which  manors,  the  property  of  the  Hundred  in  ancient  times  belonged. 


■huntspill' 

Is  a very  large  parifh  twelve  miles  weft  from  Axbridge,  and  feven  north  from  Bridg- 
water. It  had  its  name  from  Hun^  or  Hune,  a Saxon  lord,  and  from  the  pill  or  bay, 
which  is  here  formed  by  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Brew  and  Parret,  at  the  mouth 
whereof  there  is  an  ancient  farm  called  to  this  day  PilVs  Mouth.  The  river  Brew  is 
navigable  for  vefTels  of  confiderable  burden  up  to  Highbridge,  a hamlet  fo  called 
from  the  bridge  there  thrown  over  it.  The  beach  at  Huntfpill  is  a fine  fand  near  a mile 
broad  at  low  water,  bounded  on  the  land  fide  by  large  fand-banks,  raifed  to  prevent  the 
overflowings  of  the  fea.  Among  the  rufhes  and  fedge  above  high  water  mark,  are  vaft 
i^uantities  of  beautiful  fhells  of  the  Wentletrap,  fnail  and  Helix  kinds.  Salmon,  plaice, 
flounders  and  fhrimps  are  caught  on  the  coaft,  and  the  ditches  abound  with  eels, 
roach  and  dace. 

This  parifh  is  five  miles  and  a half  in  length,  two  and  a half  in  breadth,  and  fifteen 
miles  in  circumference,  exclufive  of  a fmall  part  of  it  heretofore  broken  in  upon  by 
the  fea,  and  now  divided  from  it  by  the  Parret,  and  which  is  therefore  rather  confidered 
as  part  of  Stoke-Courcy,  being  fubjedl  to  the  parochial  incumbrances,  without  the 
advantages  of  Huntfpill. 

The  whole  number  of  houfes  contained  within  the  precindls  of  the  parifh  of  Hunt- 
fpill is  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  and  of  inhabitants  feven  hundred  and  fifty.  Moft 
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of  the  houfes  are  very  neat,  and  In  general  occupied  by  their  refpedive  owners,  many 
of  whom  are  wealthy  graziers.  The  lands  are  almoft  wholly  rich  pafture  and  meadow, 
t'xircmely  well  cultivated,  and  the  parifh  is  eftimated  in  the  king’s  books  at  2000I.  per 
annum,  it  being  one  fifth  of  its  net  produce. 

The  town  of  Huntfpill  had  formerly  the  privilege  of  a market,  which  has  long  ago 
been  dropt;  but  there  are  ftill  three  fairs,  toll-free,  held  within  the  parifh,  viz.  one  at 
ITuntfpill,  June  29;  the  other  two,  Auguft  10,  and  Dec.  17,  at  Highbridge. 

This  place  is  noted  in  ancient  hiftory.  Ethelmund,  by  the  concurrence  and  con- 
firmation of  king  Offa,  gave  the  manor  of  Hune/pullcy  containing  five  hides,  to  the 
cliurch  of  Glaftonbury.^  This  property,  thus  conferred,  remained  in  the  pofTeflion  of 
that  monaftery  till  the  Norman  Conqueft-,  when  King  William  defpoiled  it  thereof, 
and  gave  it  to  his  itinerant  attendant  Walter  de  Dowai.  It  is  thus  recorded: 

“ Walter  himfelf  holds  Honspil.  Elwacre  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  one  hide.  Th(f  arable  is  thirteen  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two 
“ carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  twenty-one  villanes,  and  five  bordars,  and  feven 
cottagers,  with  eleven  ploughs.  There  are  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow,  and  two 
hundred  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  eight  pounds.”'’ 

Walter  himfelf  holds  Hunespil.  Alwin  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  fop  three  virgates  of  land.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  Ih  demefne  is 
one  carucate,  and  four  fervants,  and  two  villanes,  and  five  bordars,  and  four  cottagers, 
with  one  plough.  There  are  twenty  acres  of  meadow.  It  was  and. is  worth  twenty 
Ihillings.”- 

This  Walter  de  Dowai  was  a Norman  knight,  and  of  a family  which  derived  their 
name  from  the  town  of  Douai  in  the  French  Netherlands.  Having  attended  the  Con- 
queror into  England,  he  was  rewarded  with  this  and  a great  number  of  other  manors  in 
this  county,  where  he  had  his  refidence.  At  his  death  he  left  iflue,  a fon  of  his  own 
name,  who  was  feated  at  Bampton  or  Baunton  in  Devonfhire,  and  thence  altered  his 
name  to  De  Baunton.  Having  no  male  ifllie,  he  left  all  his  eftates  to  Julian  his  only 
daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Paganel,  and  invefted  himf  with  this  manor. 

Which  William  Paganel,  or,  as  he  was  fometimes  written,  Paynel,  by  the  faid  Julian 
his  wife,  had  iftue  Fulke  Paganel,  who  married  Ada,  eldeft  fifter  and  coheir  of  Gilbert 
de  Abrincis,  who  was  drowned  at  fea  in  the  year  1172.  He  had  iffue  by  her  Adam 
Paynel,  who  was  lord  of  Huntfpill  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  and  died  without  iffue, 
and  William  Paynel,  who  fucceeded  to  the  manors  of  Huntfpill  and  Baunton.  This 
William,  by  Maud  his  wife,  had  feveral  children,  (of  whom  William,  Millicent,  Alice, 
and  Agnes,  died  without  iffue)  and  Chriftian,  who  fucceeded  to  the  eftate,  and  was 
married  to  Sir  Milo  Cogan,  one  of  the  firft  Conquerors  of  Ireland..  ^ 

To  which  Sir  Milo  Cogan,  fucceeded  William,  and  John,  fucceffive  lords  of 
Huntfpill;  the  laft-mentioned  dying  feized  thereof  9 Edw.  I.  left  a fon  of  his  own 
name  heir  to  his  property.  This  John  Cogan  was  a knight,  and  was  buried  at 

‘ Gulielm.  Malmef.  Hift.  i.  98,  *’ Lib,  Domefday.  ‘ IbU, 
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Huntfpill,  30  Edw.  I.  Thomas  his  fon  and  heir  fucceeded,  and  left  iflue  Richard, 
who  was  fixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  8 Edw.  II.  This  Richard 
married  Mary  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Wigbere,  of  Wigborough  in  this 
county,  with  whom  he  had  that  manor  and  divers  other  large  poffeflions.  He  died  42 
Edw.  III.  leaving  iffue  by  the  faid  Mary  Sir  William  Cogan,  knt.  his  fon  and  heir, 
who  died  6 Ric.  II.  feized  of  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  Huntfpill.  He  left  ilTue  by 
Ifabel  his  wife,  one  fon,  John,  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  firft  married  to  Sir  Fulke 
Fitzwarren,  and  fecondly  to  Sir  Hugh  Courtney,  knt. 

The  faid  Sir  John  Cogan  dying  without  iffue  12  Ric.  II.  Elizabeth  his  filler  fuc- 
ceeded  m the  patrimony,  and  invelled  her  hulband  Sir  Fulke  Fitzwarren  with  the 
manors  of  Huntfpill  and  W igborough.  She  h^d  iffue  by  her  faid  hulband  one  fon, 
who  was  named  after  his  father  Fulke,  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Sir 
Richard  Hankfbrd. 

Sir  Fulke  Fitzwarren  died  without  iffue,  and  Elizabeth  his  filler,  the  wife  of  Sir 
Richard  Hankford,  fucceeded  to  the  ellate,  and  had  iffue  by  the  faid  Sir  Richard  two 
daughters,  Thomafine,  the  wife  of  William  Bourchier,  created  Lord  Fitzwarren,  and 
Elizabeth,  who  died  without  iffue. 

Which  William  Bourchier,  in  right  of  Thomafine  his  faid  wife,  became  poffeffed  of 
Huntlpill-Cogan,  and  other  manors.  He  was  the  fecond  fon  of  William  Bourchier 
earl  of  Ewe,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  of  Woodllock  duke  of  Glouceller:  he 
died  9 Edw.  IV.  leaving  iffue  Fulke  Bourchier,  lord  Fitzwarren,  his  fon  and  fucceffor. 

This  Fulke  Bourchier  lord  Fitzwarren  married  Elizabeth,  filler  and  coheir  of  John 
lord  Dinham,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  John  Bourchier  lord  Fitzwarren,  and  died  6' 
Henry  VII. 

Which  John  Bourchier  lord  Fitzwarren  was  created  Earl  of  Bath  23  Henry  VIII. 
He  married  Cecily,  the  only  filler  of  Henry  Daubney  earl  of  Bridgwater,  by  whom  he 
had  iffue  one  fon  John,  and  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  Edward  Chicheller,  of 
Raleigh,  efq;  and  Dorothy,  wife  of  Sir  John  Fulford.  He  died  31  Henry  VIII. 

John  Bourchier  earl  of  Bath  fucceeded  his  father  in  this  and  the  other  effates, . and 
married  firll  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Hungerford,  by  whom  he  had-  iffue 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth.  To  his  fecond  wife  he  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  George 
Manners  lord  Roos,  and  had  iffue  by  her  John,  Sir  George,  and  Henry;  Mary,  wife  of 
Hugh  Wyatt,  of  Exeter;  and  Cecily,  wife  of  Thomas  Peyton,  cullomer  of  Plymouth. 
His  third  wife  was  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Donington,  who  had  before 
been  married,  firll  to  Sir  Thomas  Kitfon,  of  Hengrave  in  the  county  of  Suffolk;  and 
fecondly,  to  Sir  Richard  Long,  of  Cambridgeflrire.  He  had  iffue  by  the  faid  Margaret, 
two  daughters,  Sufan,  and  Bridget;  and  died  3 Eliz. 

John  Bourchier  lord  Fitzwarren  died  in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  but  left  iffue,  by 
Frances  his  wife,  a fon  named  William,  who  fucceeded  as  Lord  Fitzwarren  and  Earl 
of  Bath,  as  well  as  r,o  the  poffeffion  of  this  manor.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Francis  Ruffel  earl  of  Bedford,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  four  fons,  John,  Robert, 
Francis,  who  died  without  iffue,  and  Edward,  who  fucceeded  to  the  title  and  ellate. 
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Which  Edward  Bourchier  earl  of  Bath  married  a filler  of  Oliver  lord  St.  John  of 
Bletfho,  earl  of  Bolingbroke,  by  whom  he  had  ifllie  three  daughters ; Anne,  the  eldeft, 
married  Sir  Chriftopher  Wrey,  bait,  and  Dorothy  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Grey,  eldeft 
fon  of  Henry  the  firft  Earl  of  Stamford. 

Henry  Bourchier,  uncle  to  Edward,  fucceeded  as  Earl  of  Bath  in  1638;  but  dying 
unmarried,  the  title  expired,  and  the  eftates  were  divided  between  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  coheirefies  of  the  faid  Edward. 

Accordingly,  36  Car.  II.  a divifion  of  the  manor  was  made  between  Lord  Stamford 
and  Sir  Bourchier  Wrey,  bart.  fubjedl  to  the  payment  of  48,000!.  Their  reprefenta- 
tives, by  virtue  of  a decree  in  chancery,  fold  the  whole  together  in  1693  to  James 
Grove,  efq;  of  the  Inner  Temple,  ferjeant  at  law,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  a few  years,  fold 
off,  among  the  leafehold  tenants,  fix  hundred  acres  j and  the  remainder,  in  the  year 
1711,  was  fold  to  William  Arnold,  efq;  who  in  1723  fold  the  fame  to  Samuel  Cockerell, 
efq;  and  he,  after  difpofing  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  thereof,  left  it  to  his  nephew 
Luke  Cockerell,  efq;  who  fold  the  whole  without  referve. 

It  fhould  be  obferved  that  the  manor  thus  deduced  from  the  Norman  Conqueft, 
was  only  apart  of  the  parifh  of  Huntfpill;  other  lords  had  manerial  claims  therein 
from  a very  early  date ; and  as  this  lordfhip  had  the  name  of  EIuntspill-Cogan, 
from  the  Cogans  its  poffeffors;  fo  there  was  a Huntspill-Mareys,  Huntspill-de- 
la-Hay,  and  Huntspill-Verney,  from  its  feveral  lords  thus  denominated. 

In  the  time  of  King  Stephen,  Jordan  de  Marifco,  or  of  the  Marfh,  probably  fo 
titled  from  the  fpot  of  his  nativity  in  this  neighbourhood,  was  lord  of  a manor  in 
Huntfpill,  and  had  a fon  named  William,  who  inherited  the  fame.'*  T o him  fucceeded 
Gefferey  de  Marifco,  who  was  chief  juftice  of  Ireland  10  Henry  III.  and  next  William 
de  Marifco,  who  was  owner  of  this  manor,  and  of  the  ifland  of  Lundy,  which  he  held 
of  the  king  in  chief  by  the  fervice  of  the  tenth  part  of  a knight’s  fee.  He  was  alfo  lord 
of  La  elude,  or  Cloud,  in  the  parifli  of  Camely,  which  he  had  by  inheritance  from 
Alexander  de  Alneto,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Camely.®  William  de  Marifco,  fon  and 
heir  of  the  faid  William,  died  10  Edw.  I.^  and  was  fucceeded  by  Herbert  de  Marifco, 
or  Marays,  who  9,  Edw.  II.  was  fummoned  with  divers  Irifh  barons  to  attend  the  king 
againft  the  Scots.®  He  died  i Edw.  III.  leaving  iffue  Stephen  de  Mareis  heir  to  his 
eftates.  Which  Stephen  had  lands  in  Ireland;  and  as  fuch  was  fummoned  to  attend  the 
king  at  Weftminfter  35  Edw.  III.  to  confider  of  methods  to  repel  the  Irifh.  He  was 
then  a knight.  He  died  47  Edw.  III.  leaving  his  eftate  to  Sir  James  Boteler  earl  of 
Ormond,  his  coufin  and  next  heir,  remainder  for  life  to  Sir  John  Trivet,  knt.  This 
James  earl  of  Ormond  died  7 Henry  IV.  leaving  the  manor  of  Huntfpill-Mareys  to 
his  fon  James  earl  of  Ormond,  who  at  his  death  31  Henry  VI.  held  befides  it  tlie 
manors  of  Bellutbn,  Pensford,  Brean,  Exton,  and  the  ifland  of  Steep-Holmes,  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  church  of  Brean,  leaving  James  earl  ofWiltfhire  his  fon  and  heir.** 
This  James  being  attainted  in  parliament,  his  eftates  became  confifeated;  and  this 
manor  and  that  of  Brean  paffed  into  the  family  of  Beec.her.  In  1 590  Henry  Beecher, 

" Cart.  Aatiq.  » Ibid.  ^ Efc«  ' Ada  Publica,  Efc. 
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of  London,  was  lord  of  Huntfpill-Mareys,  and  from  him  it  defcended  tb  Thomas 
Anfelj  efq;  who  fold  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  thereof  in  fee  to  the  lefiTees ; and  in 
i6i6,  the  remaining  part,  confifling  of  four  hundred  and  feventy  acres,  was  conveyed 
to  Andrew  Henly,  efq.  From  him  it  defcended  to  his  fon  Robert  Henly,  efqj  and 
from  him  to  Sir  Andrew  Henly,  bart.  who  in  1669  fold  part  of  the  fee  to  the  feveral 
lefiees.  This  fale  was  produbtive  of  a fuit  in  chancery  of  feven  years’  continuance; 
when  it  was  at  length  decreed,  that  Eleanor  Maundrel  and  John  Bere  fhould  confirm 
the  feveral  purchafes,  and  ftand  feized  of  the  remains  of  the  manor,  which  is  now  the 
property  of  Richard  Gould,  efq. 

The  manor  of  Huntspill-de-la-Hay  derived  its  name  from  a grange  or  farm  in 
this  parifh,  called  Delhayes^  confifting  in  the  time  of  Ric.  II.  of  a capital  mefiuage, 
two  hundred  acres  of  arable  land,  fixty  acres  of  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  pafture; 
all  which  were  held  by  Sir  William  Cogan  of  the  king  in  chief.  A family  of  diftinc- 
tion  had  alfo  their  appellation  from  this  fpot,  and  held  their  lands  of  the  principal  lords 
of  Huntfpill:  they  flourifhed  in  the  reigns  of  Edw.  I.  and  II.  In  procefs  of  time  this 
manor  came  to  be  pofTefled  by  the  family  of  Howe,  progenitors  of  Lord  Chedworth, 
and  thence  pafied  to  the  Rodney  family.  Of  late  years  it  was  fold  off  to  the  leffees  by 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  the  laft  pofTeflbr. 

The  manor  of  Huntspill-Verney  was  fo  denominated  from  the  ancient  family  of 
Verney,  or  Vernai,  lords  of  Fairfield  and  other  manors  in  this  county,  to  whom  it  be- 
longed for  many  generations,  and  from  whom  it  has  defcended  through  the  family  of 
' Palmer  to  John  Acland,  efq;  the  prefent  poffeflbr. 

Another  manor  called  Alston,  Alliston,  or  Alston-MAris,  lies  within  this 
parifh,  and  had  for  its  pofTefTor  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  the  fame  lord  as  Huntfpill: 

Rademer  holds  of  Walter  [de  Dowai]  Alsistune.  Alwold  held  it  in  the  time 
“of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In 

demefne  is  one  carucate,  with  one  fervant,  and  one  villane,  and  four  bordars,  and 
‘‘  three  cottagers,  having  one  plough,  and  forty  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth 
“ twenty  fliillings.”'' 

. This  manor  was  likewife  held  under  the  family  of  Cogan  by  the  De  Marifcos,  lords 
of  Huntfpill-Mareys.  It  was  fometime  confidered  as  part  of  the  hundred  of  Bemp-  _ 
ftone;  and  did  fuit  and  feryice  at  that  hundred  court,  till  within  a fe\y  years  the  leet 
has  been  difcontinued.  In  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  this  manor  belonged  to  Thomas  de 
Drokensford,  who  gave  the  fame  to  John  de  Storteforde,  clerk,  and  he  conveyed  it  to 
Walter  Aldebury,  clerk;  who  44  Edw.  III.  granted  the  manor  of  Alliftone  to  Robert 
Chedder,  efq;‘  from  which  family  it  defcended  to  thofe  of  Newton  and  Griffin,  and  - 
afterwards  became  the  property  of  Henry  Walrond,  efq;  then  of  Thomas  White,  efq; 
and  now  the  royalty  belongs  to  Thomas  Jeane,  efq.  According  to  the  rates  heretofore 
made,  it  contained  feven  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  which  are  at  prefent  moftly  in  the 
polTeffion  of  fundry  freeholders. 
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Sir  Raymund  de  Sully  had  lands  in  Allefione  juxta  Hunjpill  in  the  time  of  Edw.  III. 
He  bore  on  his  feal  barry  of  fix,*  The  witnelTes  to  a deed  of  this  Sir  Raymund,  dated 
A.  D.  1370,  )vere  John  Everard  of  Huntfpill,  Thomas  de  Burgh,  John  de  Wefton, 
and  John  de  Marifco.'" 

Withy  in  this  parifh  was  an  ancient  manor  of  the  monks  of  Glaftonbury,  whole 
revenues  therein  were  rated  in  1293  at  81.  4s.  pd." 

Fulke  Paganelj  lord  of  the  manor  of  Huntfpill-Cogan,  gave  the  church  of  Huntfpill 
to  the  cell  of  Cluniac  monks,  which  he  had  founded  in  the  time  of  William  Rufus,  at 
Tickford  in  Buckinghamfhire,"  This  church  was  valued  in  1292  at  forty-feven  marks.'’ 

It  is  a re6tory  in  the  deanery  of  Poulet,  and  in  the  gift  of  Baliol  college  in  Oxford. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  White  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  and  is  a handfome  building,  compofed  of  a 
nave,  chancel,  fide  ailes,  and  a tower  at  the  weft  end. 

In  a niche  in  the  wall  of  the  fouth  aile  lie  the  effigies  of  one  of  the  lords  of  this 
manor  and  his  ladyj  he  in  armour  with  an  ornamented  belt  round  his  body;  ffie  in  a 
long  loofe  robe,  with  clofe  fleeves  down  to  the  wrift,  and  a large  hood  round  her  face. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone  with  the  following 

infcription: Lege  viator,  ac  luge;  fed  quifquis  es,  hofce  ne  premas  cineres; 

quiefcit  enim  fub  hoc  lapide  quicquid  fuit  verendum.  Gulielmus  Fane,  Francifci  nuper 
admodum  comitis  Weftmorlandise  minor  natu  filius,  vir  ornatiffimae  virtutis,  fan^que 
dodrinae,  facras  theologias  dodtor,  Irenarcha  fciens,  et  fereniffimo  Regi  Carolo  II.  a 
faciis;  hujus  ecclefis  per  triginta  (aut  circiter)  annos  redtor  fedulus;  necnon  ecclefiae 
cathedralis  StT  Andreas  in  hac  Bathon.  et  Wellen.  diocefi  canonicus:  Poftquam  beatas 
vitae  exemplar  et  vivendi  prefcriptum  nobis  promulgalTet,  mutavit  ehorum,  altiorem  ut 
capefleret.  Bis  ut  vivat,  femel  moritur  28“  die  Junii  anno  ^tatis  fuae  fexageffimo,  anno- 
que  gratias  1679.” 

“ Nulli  pietate  fecunda,  hie  jacet  Maria,  ux.  Gab.  Gladman,  gen.  et  filia  didti 
Guliel.  Fane,  D.  D.  quas  obijt  10°  Aug.  1716,  anno  aetat.  fuas  61.”  Arms,  Azure^ 
three  gauntlets  or,  impaling  or  three  eagles  difplayed 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a memorial  to  John  Trip,  A.  M.  who  died  A.  D. 
1738,  aged  58. 

On  the  fouth  fide  is  this  infcription: Subter  jacent  reliquis  facrae  Gulielmi 

Rodney,  de  Rodney-Stoke  in  comitatu  Somerfet,  qui  pro  tempore  fibi  affignato,  habitus 
erat  corona  poetarum  digniffimus;  et  qui  in  decedentibus  rebus  ecclefias,  negotiis 
animi  diferutiatus,  fponte  e variis  vitie  miferiis  emigravit  duodecimo  die  Junij,  anno 
Domini  1669.” 

On  a flat  ftone  in  the  floor,  are  thefe  lines  to  the  memory  of  the  fame  perfon,  who 
was  the  fon  of  Sir  John  Rodney,  knt.  and  fuppofed  to  be  greatgrandfather  to  tlie 
prefent  admiral  Lord  Rodney: 

' Seals  from  ancient  deeds.  ^ Cart.  Ant.  “ Taxat.  Temp.  ° Mon.  Angl.  i.  912.  f Taxat.  Spirit. 
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If  ye  knew  who  lay  here. 

You’d  furely  ha’  beene  lhapeing  ideas  rare; 

And  fweare  you’d  feen  witt,  loyal  valour,  and  true  poefie, 

Congeal’d  with  forrow  to  a Niobe; 

And  in  that  drooping  ftatue  to  appear. 

His  fad  lamentor,  and  his  fepulcher. 

’Tis  Rodney,  know!  whofe  name  has  here  flir\dv’d 
William  of  Normand,  Noll  the  regicide. 

Conquer’d  thofe  conquerors;  only  to  death 
(As  they  have  done  before)  did  yield  his  breath.” 

On  another  grave-ftone : 

" Beauty,  feature,,  witt,  and  grace, 

JLie  interred  within  this  place; 

Envy  cannot  fpeake  him  bad. 

Who’s  with  virtues  richly  clad ; 

Nor  profane  may  he  be  thought, 

Who  to  know  his  name  was  taught. 

Fane-  in’s  fenfe  a church  declares,. 

And;  a facred  title  bears; 

Which. is  (if  you’lhmake  the  moft)' 

Temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.” 

" Henry  Fane,  fonne  of  William  Fane,,D.D.  re6(;or  here,  and  Frances  his  wife,  dyed 
the  22d  day  of  March,.  A.  D.  1675.” 

On  the  next  ftone;: 

" Here  lies  a child,  whofe  death  hath  fet  us  right 
In  the  old  ftory  of  our  guardian  knight. 

For  who  dare  fay  the  champion  fmells  o’  the  forge,. 

Since  we  are  all  aflur’d  there’s  a St;  George, . 

Who  ne’er  was  vanquifh’d,  ^ nor.  o’ercome ; 

For  he  is  ftill  alive  by  a fynecdoche.  ^ 

" George  Fane,,the  fon  of  William  Fane,  D.D.  redtor  here,  and  Frances  his  wife, 
died  the  29th  day  of  March  1670.”’ 

On  a frame  in  the  north  aile  is  the  following  account  of  benefaftions  to  this  pariflr : 

" James  Comer,  late  of  CheddCr  in  this  county,  yeoman,  by  his  will  gave  20I.  to 
the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  upon  this  truft,  that  they 
.perpetually  keep  the  fame  out  at  ufe  on  fufficient  fecurity;  and  at  their  difcretion,  dif- 
tribute  the  yearly  intereft  thereof  for  ever  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  having  no  relief. 
He  died  June  22,  1733. 

" Alfo  Mr.  James  Saunders,  of  this  parifh,  by  his  w’ill  gave  5I.  the  intereft  thereof  to 
be  diftributed  on  Chriftmas-day  for  ever  by  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  at  their 
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difcretion,  in  ten  equal  loaves  of  bread,  , to  ten  poor  perfons  of  this  parilh  having  no 
relief.  He  died  Oft.  7,  1743* 

Alfo  Mr.  William  Jeffery  by  will  gave  lol.  the  Intereft  of  the  fame  to  be  diftri- 
buted  by  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  on  Chriftmas-day  for  ever,  at  their  difcretion, 
to  the  poor  of  this  parifh  having  no  relief  He  died  Nov.  30,  1760. 


P U R I T O N, 

' Anciently  called  Peritone,  or  the  Town  on  the  Parret; 

Stands  foutheall  from  Huntfpill,  in  a low  and  damp  fituation,  on  the  edge  of 
the  moors  and  marlli. 

In  early  days  the  manor  of  Peritone  belonged  to  the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome, 
as  we  find  it  recorded  in  the  Norman  furvey: 

“ The  church  of  the  bleffed  apoftle  St.  Peter  at  Rome  holds  of  the  King,  Peritone. 
Queen  Eddid  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  There  are  fix  liides;  but  it 
gelded  only  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  twelve  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are 
“ three  hides,  and  there  are  two  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  eleven  villanes,  and 
“ four  cottagers,  with  fix  ploughs.  There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  meadow, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  pafture.  It  yields  per  annum  twelve  pounds.”* 

It  is  not  altogether  evident  by  what  means  the  Romilh  church  loft  the  poffe'flion  of 
this  eftate;  but  we  find  it  foon  after  the  Conqueft  annexed  to  the  barony  of  Stowey; 
and  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  held  as  parcel  thereof  by  Robert  de  Candos,  a Norman, 
who  gave  the  church  here  to  the  priory  founded  by  him  at  Goldclive  in  the  county 
of  Monmouth.  To  this  Robert  fucceeded  Walter  de  Candos,  whofe  daughter  Maud 
carried  it  with  other  large  eftates  into  the  family  of  Columbers,  by  her  marriage 
with  Sir  Philip  de  Columbers,  knt.  ' From  which  family  it  paffed  to  that  of  Audley, 
and  from  thence  to  the  crown.  36  Henry  VIII.  it  was  granted  to  William  Goddinge, 
alias  Goodwin;  and  24  Eliz.  the  manors  of  Puriton,  and  Downend,  (now  a hamlet  in 
this  parilh)  were  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  in  the  fchedule  of  whofe  eftates 
Peryton  is  fet  down  at  the  annual  value  of  26!.  5s.  lod.**  It  afterwards  became  the 
property  of  the  family  of  Finch,  from  whom  it  has  defcended.  to  Lady  Ailesford  the 
prefent  poffeffor. 

The  hamlet  of  Downend  belonged  at  the  Conqueft  to  Walter  de  Dowai,  to  whom 
it  was  given  by  King  William  the  Conqueror : 

Walter  holds  one  virgate  of  land  which  is  called  Doneham.  Algar  held  it  in  the 
“ time, of  King  Edward.  This  is  [parcel]  of  that  land  which  the  King  gave  to  him 
between  the  two  waters  [the  rivers  Brew  and  Parret.]  It  is  worth  twelve  pence.”' 

It  went  afterwards  with  Puriton.  In  this  place  flood  an  ancient  chapel. 

* Lib.  Domefday.  •’  MS.  Valor.  ‘ Lib.  Domefday. 
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There  was  a church  at  this  period  in  the  village  of  Puriton,  to  which  belonged  three 
virgates  of  land.  The  arable  confifted  of  one  carucate,  and  the  whole  was  rated  at 
twenty  H'lillings.'*  The  reftory  of  this  church  was  valued  in  1292  at  twelve  marks, 
and  the  vicarage  at  fix  marks  four  fliillings:  out  of  the  former  the  prior  of  Goldclive 
received  a penfion  of  two  fliillings  and  feven-pence."  It  was  appropriated  to  the  mo- 
naftery  ofTewkfbury,  and  in  the  year  1450,  by  an  ordination  of  bifhop  Beckington, 
it  was  decreed  that  the  vicar  fhould  have  a houfe  built  in  the  farm  called  the  Parfon’s 
Clofe,  oppofite  the  fouth  door  of  the  parifh  church  of  Puriton ; and  all  the  clofe  called  ^ 
the  Farjon' s-CloJe,  adjoining  to  the  faid  vicarage,  together  with  two  acres  of  meadow, 
one  lying  in  the  North-mead^  and  the  other  in  the  Fiftylmede-y  and  alfo  four  acres  ot 
.pafturc  called  the  Vicarf  s-more  near  Oxhay,  as  alfo  all  fmall  tithes  within  the  fame 
parifli,  whether  of  lamb,  wool,  milk,  calves,  flax,  hemp,  pigeons,  pigs,  geefe,  chicken, 
and  apples,  excepting  the  fmall  tithes  of  three  tenements  belonging  to  the  abbot  and 
convent;  together  with  the  tithes  of  mills  in  the  fame  parifli.  The  vicar  to  receive 
from  the  the  faid  abbot  and  convent  26s.  3d.  per  annum,  and  fuftain  the  underwritten 
incumbrances;  viz.  repair  the  chancel,  find  bread  and  wine  for  the  altar,  and  two 
procefTional  wax-candles  for  the  high  altar;  pay  his  quotum  for  procurations  and 
fynodals;  and  to  the  archdeacon  of  the  place  los.  4d.  per  annum.  The  faid  vicar  fliall 
alfo  find  a dean  rural  for  the  deanery  of  Poulet,  as  often  as  fhall  be  found  meet.  And 
the  faid  vicar  fhall  alfo  ferve  the  chapel  of  Downend,  fituated  within  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  the  faid  parifli  of  Puriton;  and  fupport  all  charges  incumbent  on  the  fame. 
The  above  ordination  was  confirmed  by  John  the  then  abbot,  and  the  convent  of 
Tewkfbury.*’ 

33  Eliz.  the  redory  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  were  granted  to  the  dean  and 
canons  of  the  free  chapel  royal  of  St.  George  at  Windfor,  who  are  the  prefent  patrons 
of  this  benefice.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmot  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  is  a Gothick  edifice  eighty  feet  long,  and 
twenty-fix  feet  wide,  with  a low  clumfy  fpire,  containing  five  bells  and  a clock. 

On  the  fouth  wall  a black  ftone  is  infcribed  as  follows:— “ Subtus  jacent  exuviae 
Johannis  Gouldam,  cui  morum  amoenitas,  animus  propofiti  tenax,  ac  verse  religionis 
amor,  bonis  cum  queis  innotuit  diledum  reddidit  et  colendum.  Ingenij  infuper  acu- 
mine  varios  feliciter  dignofcens  morbos,  et  medendi  arte'  penitus  inftrudus,  optatus 
inclaruit  medicus.  Dies  file  nodefque  nunquam  non  paratus  pauperibus  blandam 
porrexit  manum,  cum  ditiores  ejus  ambierimt  opem.  Tam  chari  capitis  defiderio  quis 
finis  ludus  ? omnibus  eheu ! flebilis  omne  in  aevum.  Pallida  mors  nunc  magis  hor- 
renda  appares; — de  iEfculapio  aitero  agens  triumphum.” 


■'  Lib.  Domefday. 
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Lies  on  the  northeaft  fide  of  the  county,  between  the  hundred  of  Bath-Forum 
on  the  eaft,  and  the  hundreds  of  Chew,  and  Hareclive  and  Bedminfter,  on 
the  weft  and  fouthweft.  The  river  Avon  here-  divides  this  county  from  that 
of  Gloucefter. 

In  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  this  hundred  was  thus  furveyed; 

“ In  Canesham  hundred  are  one  hundred  and  four  hides.  Thence  the  King  has 
received  for  his  geld  fifteen  pounds  for  fifty  hides  j and  the  King  and  his  Barons  have 
“ in  their  demefne  thirty  hides  and  a half,  of  which  the  King  in  his  demefne  fifteen 
“ hides,  and  the  Biihop  of  Coutances  three  hides  and  three  yard-lands,  and  the  Abbot 
“ of  Glaftonbury  four  hides  and  a halfj  and  the  Abbot  of  Bath  five  hides  and  one 
yard-land j and  the  Prieft  of  Canefham  one  hide,  and  Alvaricus  of  Canefham  one 
hide;  and  for  feventeen  hides  and  a half  held  by  the  King’s  viUanes  at  Caneiham, 
the  King  has  received  no  geld;  and  half  a hide  which  William  Hubert  holds  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Coutances  not  yet  accounted  to  the  King’s  rate;  and  one  hide  and  a half 
which  Herald  holds  of  Alured  not  paid;  and  one  hide  and  a half  which  Nicholas  de 
“ Alvered  holds,  not  paid;  and  three  hides  which  Roger  de  Stanton  holds,  not  paid. 

From  this  hundred  there  is  ftill  coming  to  the  King  for  geld  feven  pounds  and 
“ twelve-pence.”® 

1 4 Henry  II.  this  hundred  was  fined  ten  marks  for  a murder  not  noticed  in  the  courts.** 

Great  part  of  this  diftrifl  was  anciently  a royal  chace;  and  Leland  in  his  Itinerary 
tells  us,  that  there  was  in  his  time  a park  of  the  King’s  walled  with  ftone  hard 
without  Keynfham.'  8 Henry  III.  Ralph  de  Wilinton,  governor  of  Briftol  caftle,  was 
conffkuted  by  the  King  warden  of  the  foreft  and  chace  of  Keyniham.^ 

* Lei.  Itin.  vii.  104. 


’ Exeter  Domeftlay. 
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Is  a market  town  fituated  on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  river  Avon,  five  miles  fouth- 
eaft  from  Briftol,  feven  northweft  from  Bath,  and  in  the  great  turnpike-road  between 
thofe  cities.  It  confifls  principally  of  one  ftreet,  which  is  nearly  a mile  in  length  from 
eaft  to  weft.  The  river  Chew  runs  through  the  eaft  end  of  the  town,  and  falls  into 
the  Avon  at  the  county  bridge,  which  is  of  ftone,  and  confifts  of  fifteen  arches:  another 
bridge  crofles  the  Chew  in  the  road  to  Bath.  The  tide  from  Briftol  comes  up  the 
Avon  to  this  parifti,  and  in  the  fpring  fometimes  brings  up  large  quantities  of  that 
fmall  filh  called  elvers,  which  are  noted  by  Camden  as  a curiofity,*  but  now  reckoned 
common.  On  this  river  there  are  confiderable  large  brafs  and  wire  mills;  there -is  alfo 
a fteel  mill,  and  a cotton  mill.  There  was  formerly  a confiderable  woollen  manufacture 
carried  on  here,  but  it  is  now  entirely  dropt;  many  of  the  'poor  however  are  ftill 
employed  in  fpinning  for  the  Bradford,  Trowbridge,  and  S hep  ton  clothiers.  Great 
quantities  of  the  herb  called  Woad  (the  ancient  Glajluniy  once  peculiar  to  this  county) 
are  raifed  here  for  the  purpofes  of  dying.'’  And  the  parifh  llkewife  has  long  been 
famous  for  the  prolifick  growth  of  the  Percefier,  or  Parjley-Piert,  faid  to  be  a fpecifick 
' in  all  urinary  obftruCtions.  In  the  fouth  part  of  the  parifh  rifes  a fpring,  called 
Chartjwelly  which  forms  a rivulet,  and  traverfing  the  Bath  road,  mixes  with  the  Avon 
weft  of  Sakford.  The  market  here  is  on  Thurfdayj  and  there  are  two  fairs  annually, 
viz.  March  24,  and  Auguft  15. 

It  has  always  been  the  popular  opinion  that  Keynfliam  derived  its  name  from  one 
Keynay  a Britifh  virgin,  who  lived  about  the  year  of  Chrlft  490,  and  according  to 
Capgrave,  a writer  of  the  fourteenth  century,  was  daughter  of  Braganus,  prince  of 
that  province  in  Wales  which  from  him  was  afterwards  called  Brecknockjhire.  When 
this  lady  arrived  at  years  of  ma^turity,  fhe  attracted  many  admirers,  and  many  noble 
perfonages  fought  her  in  marriage : but  fhe  was  deaf  to  all  their  overtures,  having 
confecrated  her  virginity  by  a perpetual  vow ; for  which  caufe  flie  was  denominated  by 
the  Britons  Keyn-Wyryfy  or  Keyna  the  Virgin.  At  length  ftie  determined  to  forfake  her 
native  country,  and  feek  fome  defert  place  where  to  indulge  in  private  her  religious 
contemplations.  Directing  her  journey  beyond  the  Severn,  fhe  met  with  a certain 

* Britannia  in  Somerfetlhire. 

Hearne,  in  his  introduftion  to  the  hiftory  of  Adam  de  Domerham,  p.  87,  has  given  us  the  following  old  recipe 
for  making  woad : 

“ 3In  tf]c  mount^e  of  £3arc'6e  take  tkp  fcae,  ano  fotoe  f;i't  in  goutie  lonce  loci  p takpu,  anti  dene,  ann  loan  kit  ps  grouB 
0313131  piKkpss  longe,  than  rppe  kit,  ana  grpna  kit  fniat,  ana  make  kalle  ktreof,  as  modje  as  a ncrtkpng  loSe,  ana  lete  kam 
trp  a pon  an  kuraei  in  tke  fonne,  ana  tkan  grpna  kain  a ?en  finale  in  to  pouapr,  ana  tkan  fpfte  kit  tkortoe  a finale  tpaaprue, 
ana  tke'grctc  tkcre  of  grpnae  kit  a f cn,  ana  fpft  kpt  a ?en  as  je  apae  a fore,  ann  tkan  Icp  al  tkp  pouapr  a pon  a fapre  pabpa 
flore  a broae  kalfote  tkpke,  ana  tkarc  pon  caK  ioater,  ana  turne  ana  tocnae  kitt  toitk  a (Ijoap!,  tpl  kit  kc  notkpr  ioete,  notkpr 
Brp,  kotc  bp  tiuptt  to,  ana  tkan  iep  kit  ap  to  an  kpptj  as  pe  ioola  malt,  tpl  kit  take  kttc,  as  katc  as  pc  map  fuffpt  poure 
kana  tkave  in.  ana  tkan  Icp  kit  a krone,  ana  lete  tke  kepre  paffe  atoap  tkcre  of,  ann  tkan  Itp  kit  to  g'eapr  a gen  to  an 
kppe,  tpi  kit  ke  as  kote  as  kit  inos,  ana  tkan  eucrp  nap  no  in  tke  fame  topfe,  tpl  kit  tool  take  no  more  kete,  ana  tkan  kit 
moft  kc  lea  akrone  a gen  apon  a fapre  paOpn  flotirc,  ana  nrp  Int  ioitk  turnpng  loitk  a Itoopl  eucrp  ap,  tplle  kit  ke  nrp,  ana 
tkan  kit  ps  ful  mane  to  go  to  tke  Ijonefane,  ana  to  acp  gounc  Ulutoe,” 
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woody  place  in  thele  parts,  and  made  her  requeft  to  the  prince  of  the  country  that  Ihe 
might  be  permitted  to  ferve  God  in  that  fpot  of  folitude  and  retirement.  The  prince 
informed  her  he  was  ready  to  grant  her  petition  but  that  the  place  fo  fwarmed  v/ith 
ferpents,  that  neither  man  nor  beaft  could  live  therein ; to  which  the  virgin  replied,  that' 
ilae  firmly  trufied  fhe  Ihould  be  able  to  drive  the  venoiiious  brood  out  of  all  that 
country.  Hereupon  the  place  was  granted  her,  and  by  her  prayers  all  the  fnakes  and 
vipers  were  converted  into  Hones.  And  to  this  day  (continues  Capgraves  Tranfiator) 
the  Hones  in  that  country  refemble  the  windings  of  ferpents  through  all  the  fields  and 
villages,  as  if  they  had  been  fo  framed  by  the  hand  of  the  engraver.^ 

In  this  manner  the  monkifli  enthufiaHs  of  former  times  accounted  for  that  wonderful 
lujus  natura^  the  Cornua  Ammonis,  or  fnake-Hones,  (as  they  are  vulgarly  called)  which 
abound  in  the  quarries  of  this  pariHi,  and  many  whereof  are  Huck  up  in  the  walls  of  the 
houfes.  They  are  found  from  a quarter  of  an  inch  to  upwards  of  two  feet  in  diameter. 

There  are  others  alfo  that  pretend  this  place  obtained  its  appellation  from  the  Cangiy 
a people  who  inhabited  thefe  parts;  but  this  etymology  is  equally  uncertain  as  the 
other  is  abfurd;  nor  can  we  trace  its  hiHory  any  further  back  than  the  Norman  Con- 
queH,  when  it  had  the  following  defcription : 

“ The  King  holds  Cainesham.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for  fifty 
hides.  The  arable  is  one  hundred  carucates.  Thereof  are  in  demefne  fifteen  hides 
and  a half,  and  there  are  ten  carucates,  and  twenty  fervants,  and  twenty-five  coliberts, 
and  feventy  villanes,  and  forty  cottagers,  with  fixty-three  ploughs.  There  are  fix 
mills  of  fixty  Ihillings  rent,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred 
“ acres  of  paHure.  Wood  one  mile  long,  and  as  much  broad.  It  renders  one  hundred 
“ and  eight  pounds  by  tale.  It  did  render  fourfcore  pounds. 

To  this  manor  belong  eight  burgefles  in  Bade,  [Bath].  They  pay  five  Hiillings 
“ per  annum. 

“ Of  thofe  fifty  hides  Earl  EuHace  holds  four  hides  in  Beletone,  [Belluton]  and 
Alured  of  him.  Tovi  held  them  for  a manor  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  There 
**  is  in  demefne  one  carucate  and  a half,  with  one  fervant,  and  five  villanes,  and  two 
cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fifteen  Hiillings  rent,  and  twenty- 
two  acres  of  meadow,  and  twenty  acres  of  paHure.  Wood  three  furlongs  long,  and 
“ two  furlongs  broad.  It  was  worth  three  pounds,  now  four  pounds. 

“ Of  the  fame  land  of  this  manor,  Roger  holds  ten  hides  in  Stantone  [Stanton- 
“ Drew].  He  has  there  in  demefne  one  carucate,  and  fifteen  villanes,  and  thirteen 
“ cottagers,  having  feven  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  ten  Ihillings  rent,  and  fifteen 
acres  of  meadow.  PaHure  four  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  and  a half  broad,  and 
‘‘  as  much  wood.  It  is  worth  one  hundred  Hiillings. 

‘‘  Of  the  fame  land  the  bifliop  of  Coutances  holds  half  a hide,  and  there  has  half  a 
carucate.  It  is  worth  five  Hiillings.  Ulward  held  it,  and  it  could  not  be  alienated 
“ from  the  manor. 
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“ The  wife  of  the  faid  Ulward  holds  one  hide  of  the  aforefaid  fifty  hides,  and  has 

there  four  ploughs,  with  three  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  four  cottagers.  There 
“ are  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and  four  acres  of  coppice  wood,  l^was  and  is  worth 

four  pounds. 

“ Aluric  holds  of  the  fame  land  one  hide,  which  Ulmar  held  in  the  time  of  King 

Edward,  and  could  not  be  feparated  from  the  manor.  There  is  one  plough,  and 
“ feventeen  acres  of  meadow,  and  two  acres  of  pafture.  It  is  worth  twenty  fhillings.”'* 

In  fucceeding  times  this  great  manor  became  a member  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter, 
and  was  held  by  the  Earls  thereof  till  the  year  1170,  when  William  earl  of  Gloucefter 
having,  at  the  requeft  of  his  fon  Robert  on  his  death-bed,  founded  in  the  town  of 
Keynfham  an  abbey  of  Black  Canons,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  honour  of  God,  the 
blefled  Virgin  Mary,  and  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  endowed  the  fame  with  this  whole 
manor  and  hundred  ■,  which  donation  was  confirmed  to  the  abbey  by  Gilbert  de  Clare, 
a fucceeding  Earl  of  Gloucefter.  King  Edw.  II.  in  the  i ith  year  of  his  reign,  ratified 
the  grant  made  by  William  earl  of  Gloucefter,  of  the  manor  of  Keynfham,  with  the 
church  and  chapels  thereto  belonging;  and  the  village  of  Filton,  Chewton,  and 
Charleton,  inter  alia-,  and  four  fhillings  jent  of  land  of  the  gift  of  Thomas  de  Bayes  in 
the  parifh  of  Backwell.  King  Edw.  III.  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  reciting  the 
above  confirmation,  further  confirmed  it.  B elides  thefe,  various  other  pofTeflions  were 
added  to  this  monaftery  by  different  benefaftors,  infomuch  that  at  its  fuppreffion  the 
yearly  revenues  thereof  were  valued  at  41 9I.  14s.  3d.  The  abbots  were  fummoned 
to  the  convocation:  their  names  were, 

William,  who  prefided  in  1175. 

George  de  Efton,  1213. 

Gilbert,  1274. 

Nicholas  de  Taunton,  1322,  1335. 

John  de  Bradford  was  confirmed  Feb.  3,  1348. 

Thomas,  1396.  He  was  fummoned  to  the  convocation  Nov.  9,  1416. 

Walter  Bekkensfield  was  fummoned  to  the  council  of  Florence,  April  20,  1438. 
He  refigned  in  December  1455. 

Thomas  Tyler  fucceeded  the  fame  year,  at  whofe  eleftion  there  were  fifteen  monks 
refident  in  the  convent.  He  occurs  abbot  in  1463. 

John  Graunt  was  elefted  in  1493. 

Philip  de  Keynfham  fucceeded  in  1499.  He  died  in  1505. 

William  Rolfe  was  elefted  April  8,  1506.  He  was  fummoned  to  the  convoca- 
tion in  1515. 

John  Stonefton'  was  abbot  in  1 526.  This  John  was  the  laft  abbot  of  the  monaftery, 
and  with  William  Herne,  prior,  John  Given,  fub-prior,  John  Arnold,  and  twelve 
others,  fubfcribed  to  the  King’s  fupremacy  Aug.  18,  1534;  after  which,  viz.  Jan  23, 
H39j  he  with  ten  monks  furrendered  the  convent  to  the  crown,  and  had  a penfion  of 

* Lib.  Domefday.  ' So  Archer ; but  Willis  fays  Stourton. 
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fixty  pounds  per  annum  afligned  him  for  life.  In  1553  there  remained  in  charge  21I. 
1 2s.  in  annuities,  and  the  following  penfions,  viz.  To  John  Horne  9I.  William  Sybbott, 
61.  13s.  4d.;  John  Arnold  61.;  Thomas  Bode  5I.  6s.  8d.;  John  Browne  5I.  6s.  8d.; 
John  Gifford  5].  6s.'  8d.i  Thomas  Parker  5I.  6s.  8d.j  John  Partrydge  5!.;  and  to 
Richard  Adamps  2!.*^ 

None  of  the  buildings  of  the  abbey,  which  are  faid  to  have  been  large  and  grand, 
are  now  remaining.  In  the  abbey-church,  which  flood  foutheaft  of  the  prefent  parifli 
church,  were  buried  William  earl  of  Gloucefler,  the  founder,  who  died  in  1173,  and 
Robert  his  fon,  who  died  in  his  father’s  life-time;  as  alfo  divers  others  of  the  fame 
family.  Jafper  duke  of  Bedford,  by  his  will  dated  15  Dec.  1 1 Henry  VII.  bequeathed 
his  body  to  be  buried  in  this  monaflery,  and  a handfome  tomb  to  be  made  for  him, 
whereon  to  be  expended  one  hundred  marks;  appointing  that  certain  of  his  lordfhips 
and  lands  lying  within  the  counties  of  Nottingham,  Derby,  and  Warwick,  of  the 
yearly  value  of  forty  pounds,  fhould  be  amortifed  for  the  finding  of  four  priefts  to  fmg 
perpetually  in  this  monaflery  for  the  welfare  of  his  foul,  and  for  the  foul  of  his  father; 
as  alfo  for  the  fouls  of  Catherine  (fometime  queen  of  England)  his  mother;  Edmund 
earl  of  Richmond  his  brother;  and  the  fouls  of  all  other  his  predecefTors.  And  that 
upon  the  day  of  his  interment  there  fhould  be  diflributed  to  every  poor  man  and 
■woman,  that  would  accept  it,  two-pence  a piece.®  Many  of  the  Berkeley  family  were 
alfo  buried  here,  and  for  feveral  of  them  obits  were  regularly  obferved.  In  the  latter 
end  of  the  lafl  century  three  effigies  of  abbots  were  dug  up  out  of  the  conventual 
cemetery,  and  carried  away  to  adorn  fome  neighbouring  garden.'* 

Near  the  fcite  of  the  abbey-houfe  was  built  a fuperb  and  elegant  feat,  fometime 
occupied  by  Colonel  Bridges,  and  after  his  death,  by  the  Duke  of  Chandos;  but  the 
fabrick  being  fuffered  to  get  out  of  repair,  and  the  family  feldom  refiding  there,  it  was 
pulled  down  in  the  year  1776;  and  about  the  fame  time  the  ruinous  remains  of  the 
old  abbey,  about  one  hundred  yards  behind  the  houfe,  were  dug  up  to  level  the  ground, 
when  many  monumental  flones  were  difcovered. 

Immediately  after  the  dilTolution  King  Henry  VIII.  5 July  1535,  demifed  and  let 
to  farm  the  fcite  of  the  abbey  of  Keynffiam  to  John  Panter,  for  a term  of  twenty-one 
years,  together  with  a clofe  called  Covent-Orchard,  confifling  of  fifteen  acres,  at  a yearly 
rent  of  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence ; the  tenant  to  repair  the  houfes  and  buildings. 
The  fame  king  fettled  the  manor  of  Keynffiam  on  Catherine  Parre  his  laft  queen,  who 
furvived  him,  and  was  afterwards  married  to  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  lord  high  admiral 
of  England.  She  died  in  1 548.  After  which  King  Edw.  VI.  by  patent  dated  1 2 May 
1550,  granted  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Keynffiam,  and  the  parfonage  and  the 
church  of  Keynlliam,  with  the  manors  of  Filton,  alias  Whitchurch,  Charleton,  and 
Chewton;  the  redlory  and  church  of  Brillington ; the  chapel  of  St.  Anne  at  Briffington; 
as  alfo  the  fcite  and  the  chapel  of  the  manor  of  Keynfham,  and  all  tithes  belonging  to 
die  feveral  manors  and  churches  abovementioned,  to  Sir  John  St.  Loe,  knt.  for  the 
term  of  fixty  years. 

" Notes  by  Savage,  1692. 


^ Willis’s  Hift.  of  Abbies,  li.  198. 
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This  leafe  was  foon  after  in  part  given  up,  and  Edw.  VI.  in  the  fixth  year  of  his 
reign,  A.  D.  1552,  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  922I.  2s.  i^d.  granted  to  Thomas 
Bridges,  efq;  all  thofe  farms,  fee-farms,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  known  by  the 
names  of  EJlover  and  Weftover^  with  rights  and  appertenances  in  the  parifh  of  Keyn- 
fliam,  lately  belonging  to  the  monaftery  there;  and  all  houfes,  barns,  &c.  thereto 
belonging,  and  commons  of  pafture  on  the  downs  of  Eftover  and  Weftover.  Alfo 
all  that  fee-farm  of  Stockwood,  &c.  Alfo  the  redlory  and  church  of  Keynlham,  and 
right  of  patronage  of  the  fame,  lately  belonging  to  the  faid  monaftery;  and  all  tithes 
called  the  Strewe-Eything.  Alfo  all  houfes,  lands,  barns,  tithes,  glebes,  tithes  of  grain 
and  hay,  and  all  other  tithes,  as  well  as  oblations  and  profits,  belonging  to  the  faid 
reiftory.  Alfo  all  that  fcite  or  houfe  of  the  late  monaftery,  land,  foil,  &c.  thereto 
belonging.  Alfo  all  that  tenement  called  Newycke,  with  its  appertenances,  fituated 
near  the  late  chapel  of  St.  Anne  of  Brijlleton,  and  all  houfes,  gardens,  and  profits 
belonging  to  the  faid  mefluage  of  Newycke.  Alfo  all  the  chapel  of  St.  Anne  aforefaid, 
and  the  church-yard  wherein  it  was  fituated,  and  all  rents  and  profits  belonging  to  the 
faid  mefluage,  chapel,  and  church-yard.  Alfo  all  that  wood  or  grove  called  Hamclyffe- 
JVood,  lying  near  the  Avon  in  the  parifh  of  Weft-Hannam  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter, 
lately  belonging  to  the  faid  monaftery ; alfo  all  underwood,  trees,  &c.  in  Hamclyffe- 
Wood;  alfo  all  that  clofe  of  land  called  Cojyner's  Leafe,  under  Warley-wood,  within 
the  parifh  of  Keynfham,  and  all  trees  and  profits  belonging  to  the  faid  clofe.  Alfo 
all  thofe  twelve  waggon-loads  of  fire-wood,  annually  to  be  taken  out  of  Filwood,  and 
to  be  carried  by  the  farmer  of  Filton  near  Whitchurch  to  the  mefluage  of  Newycke, 
at  the  reafonable  fummons  of  the  pofleflbr  of  the  faid  mefluage,  annually,  and  at  the  fit 
and  proper  time.  With  all  woods,  lands,  rents,  reverfions,  &c.  to  the  faid  Thomas 
Bridges,  as  were  ufually  enjoyed  by  the  faid  monaftery;  except  out  of  the  faid  grant  the 
lead  and  bells  in  and  upon  the  fcite  of  the  faid  monaftery,  referved  to  the  King  and  his 
heirs;  one  clofe  called  Cojynefs  clofe  in  Filton  nigh  Whitchurch,  and  one  other  clofe 
called  the  Cowe-Leafe,  and  one  underwood  called  Ilfinf  s-Grove,  and  one  other  clofe 
called  Broad-Meado%v  in  Chewton;  as  alfo  the  tithes  of  Chewton,  Charleton,  and 
Whitchurch ; all  which  were  let  by  the  King  by  leafe  for  a term  of  life  or  years. 

This  Thomas  Bridges,  to  whom  the  above  grant  of  Keynlham  was  made,  was  the 
fecond  fon  of  Sir  Giles  Bridges,  of  Coberley  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  and  brother 
of  Sir  John  Bridges,  created  Baron  Chandos,  of  Sudley-Caftle  in  the  county  of  Glou- 
cefter, April  8,  1554; — a family  which  derived  their  origin  from  a younger  branch  of 
the  old  Montgomeries,  lords  of  Brugge-Caftle  in  Shroplhire,  whence  they  obtained 
their  name.  The  faid  Thomas  Bridges  was  of  the  court  of  Henry  VIII.  and  one  of 
thofe  who  attended  at  that  King’s  funeral,  bearing  the  dragon  ftandard  between  two 
ferjeants  at  arms  with  their  maces.  He  was  Iheiiff  of  Gloucefterlhire  3 Edw.  VI.  and 
in  the  time  of  Mary  was  an  officer  of  the  tower  under  his  brother  Sir  John  Bridges 
lord  Chandos.  By  his  laft  will  and  teftament,  bearing  date  Od:.  18,  1559,  he  be- 
queathed towards  the  reparation  of  the  bridge  and  caufeway  of  Keynlham  40I.  with 
as  m.uch  ftone  of  the  late  abbey-church  there,  as  might  be  needful  for  the  repair  of 
the  laid  bridge  and  church,  provided  it  Ihould  be  repaired  within  two  years  after  his 
deceafe  ; and  in  default  thereof  the  40I.  to  be  diftributed  among  the  poor  of  the  town 
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of  Keynfliam.  T o Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  J ohn  W yndham, . of  Orchard- W yndham, 
efq;  he  bequeathed  for  the  term  of  her  life,  his  houfe  of  Keynfham,  (formerly  the 
abbey)  with  the  fcite  of  the  faid  houfe,  and  all  other  houfes  appertaining  thereto,  as 
alfo  the  grange  of  Eftover  and  Weftover,  and  the  farm  of  Stockwood  near  the  town 
of  Keynfham. 

His  Grace  the  prefent  Duke  of  Chandos  is  the  reprefen tative  of  this  ancient  family; 
many  of  whofe  monuments,  letting  forth  their  charadlers  and  defcents,  remain  in  the 
parifh  church,  where  they  had  their  fepulture. 

With  regard  to  the  future  pofTeffors  of  the  royalties  appertaining  to  this  parifh. 
King  James  Irby  letters  patent  bearing  date  March  6,  1613,  the  nth  year  of  his 
reign,  granted  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Keynfham  to  Anne  Whitmore,  of  London, 
widow:  in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  lately  purchafed  of  them  by  Edward  Lyne, 
M.  D.  father  of  Edward  Lyne,  efq;  the  prefent  pofTefTor,  who  holds  court- leet  and 
baron,  and  a court  every  three  weeks  for  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts  under  the  fum  of 
forty  fhillings  contrafted  within  the  hundred. 

Within  the  parifh,  and  nearly  fouth  from  the  town  of  Keynfham,  is  a hamlet  called 
from  it  Chewton-Keynsham,  which  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  was  a member  of 
the  great  manor  of  Keynfham,  and  was  afterwards  annexed  to  the  abbey.  After  the 
diffolution  it  was  granted  to  Clarke,  and  pafTing  into  the  family  of  Popham,  was  by' 
them  fold  in  1766  to  Thomas  Lediard,  efq;  the  prefent  poffelTor. 

The  church  of  Keynfham  was  appropriated  to  the  abbey,  and  with  the  chapel  of 
Chewton,  was  valued  in  1292  at  fifty  marks,  the  vicarage  at  one  hundred  fhillings.* 
The  living  is  vicarial,  and  lies  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter.  The  Duke 
of  Chandos  is  the  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift,  Hands  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 
and  is  a large  and  very  handfome  edifice,  confifling  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  two  fide 
ailes,  with  a lofty  tower  at  the  weft  end,  containing  eight  bells. 

The  chancel  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  and  contains,  the  family  vault  of  the 
Bridges,  and  many  curious  monuments. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  mural  monument  of  ftone,  fupported 
by  a tomb  about  five  feet  high,  on  which,  under  a double  arch,  lies  the  effigies  of  Henry 
Bridges,  efq;-  in  armour,  his  feet  fupported  by  a dragon  couchant,  with  the  head  turned 
back  and  mouth  open,  in  the  attitude  of  feizing  his  leg.  His  neck  is  encompaffed 
with  a large  ruff,  and  his  hands  placed  together  in  a fuppliant  pofture  over  his  breaft. 
Above  is  the  following  infcription ; 

“ Hie  jacet  fub  hoc  tumvlo  corpus  Henrici  Bridges,  armigeri,  qui  mortem  obijt 
decimo-quarto  die  menfis  Aprilis  Anno  Domini  1587.”  Arms,  (cut  in  ftone)  i.  On 
a crofs  a leopard’s  head:  Bridges.  2.  A pile:  Chandos.  3.  A fefie  between  three 
martlets.  4.  Bridges. 


Taxat.  Spiritual. 


On 


KEYNSHAM.  [I^cgntljam. 


406 

On  the  fouth  wall  is  a mural  monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed, ‘‘  To  the 

religious  memorie  of  Mrs.  Phillip  Bridges,  wife  of  Edward  Bridges,  efq;  and  beloved 
daughter  of  Sir  George  Speke,  knight  of  the  honourable  order  of  the  Bath,  who  died 
the  6th  day  of  December  1628  her  age  34. 

“ Here  under  buried  lyeth,  but  lives  above, 

A female  J ofeph  for  her  lather’s  love ; 

L-oving  and  loved  of  her  beloved  mate, 

- , Elis  care-away,  and  ftay  unto  his  Hate; 

Whom  winter’s  chill  that  all  things  elce  decaies 
Nipt  off  before  the  autumn  of  her  dales ; 

Seven  buddes  Ihe  left  behind,  her  fruits  of  grace 
Are  with  Her  gon  vnto  the  heavenly  place. 

Where  we  which  now  do  part  with  grief,  with  joy  lhall  meet 
When  God  lhall  raife  up  us,  and  tread  death  under  feet.” 

Arms : On  one  fide  of  the  monuiuent.  Argent^  on  a crofs  Jahky  a leopard’s  head  or: 
Bridges.  On  the  other.  Argent^  two  bars  Jable^  over  all  an  eagle  dilplayed  with  two 
necks  gules:  Speke. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a fuperb  mural  monument  of  Hone  of  three  parts, 
viz.  In  the  center,  within  a hollow  arched  nich  4 feet  wide,  and  9 high,  is  the  effigies 
of  Sir  Thomas  Bridges,  knt.  kneeling  on  a cufhion.  He  is  drelTed  in  a loofe  gown 
%vith  long  hanging  cuffs  which  reach  his  knees,  and  a robe  flowing  behind  lined  with 
white.  On  his  ancle  is  a large  fpur,  and  on  his  foot  a fquare-toed  white  Ihoe  with  a 
very  high  red  heel.  His  long  curling  hair  flows  on  his  Ihoulders.  On  his  left  hand, 
which  is  a little  extended  forward,  hang  the  ribband  of  the  order;  and  at  his  ftde  are 
the  remains  of  a fword.  From  his  breaft  hang  the  infignia.  In  the  top,  within  the 
hollow  of  the  cove,  is  a fine  group  of  clouds,  from  which  projefls  a figure  crowned  with 
gold,  reprefenting  an  angel  with  a trumpet  in  his  hand,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  in 
his  mouth,  and  from  the  lower  part  iflues  a label  with  this  inflription ; 

Awake  thou  that  fleepeft,  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  ffiall  give  thee  life.” 

Beneath  the  effigies  is  the  following  infcription; “ To  the  memory  of  Sir 

Thomas  Bridges,  knight  of  the  noble  order  of  the  Bath,  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Bridges, 
of  Keynfham,  knt.  and  of  Anna,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  Sir  Edward  Rodney, 
of  Rodney- Stoke  in  this  county,  knt.  who  by  his  father  was  defcended  from  the  right 
honourable  and  moft  ancient  familie  of  the  Lords  Shandos,  barons  of  Sudley-caftle  in 
the  county  of  Gloucefter;  and  by  his  mother  from  the  illuftrious  dukes  of  Norfolke 
and  Somerfett.  He  received  his  honour  on  the  19th  of  April  in  the  yeare  of  our 
Lord  1661,  and  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  moneth  attended  at  the  coronation  of  his 
Majefty  King  Charles  the  Second.  And  on  Saturday  the  firft  of  June  in  the  fame 
year  1661,  hee  exchanged  his  tranfitory  for  an  eternal  weight  of  glory,  and  in  hopes  of 
a glorious  reunion  with  his  immortal  foul.  Neare  unto  this  place  relleth  his  earthly  and 
mortal  part. 
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« Reader,  if  thou  hafte  ought  that’s  deare, 

Exprefs ’t  by  thy  compaffion  here, 

Soe  may  noo  force  of  deftiny 
Gaufe  future  floweings  from  thine  eye ; 

Know  that  the  neighbouring  earth' enflirines 
The  caflcet  of  a gemme  divine; 

Nature  on  one  all  fweetnefs  plac’d. 

T’other  embellifhed  was  by  grace; 

Of  both  the  full  perfedions  join’d, 

Beautyes  and  virtues  rays  combined, 

A peerlefs  brightnefs  to  compofe. 

Which  death  ecclips’d  ev’n  as  it  rofe; 

And  rend’ring  it  as  Ihort  as  bright. 

Left  us  envelop’d  in  an  endlefs  night. 

In  fumme  there  lye  his  parents  worthy  chief 
Delight  and  hopes,  their  greateft  joy  and  grief. 

Chrift  was  his  life,  who  taught  him  foone  to  dye. 

And  gave  by  death  a blell  eternity.” 

Under  the  fecond  and  third  parts  of  this  monument,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
above,  are  two  angels  in  fine  white  drapery,  with  golden  crowns  on  their  heads,  each 
of  them  holding  a crown  in  one  hand,  and  pointing  with  the  other  hand  to  the 
label  ifiTuing  from  the  trumpet.  Their  faces  are  towards  the  effigy,  and  they  feem 
waiting  for  the  command  to  crown  him.  Above  their  heads  are  fine  rich  cornices  and 
pediments  fupported  by  two  black  projedling  and  detached  twifted  columns,  and  ter- 
minated by  two  ftoneftatues.  Underneath  thefe  angels  are  the  arms,  viz.  i.  Bridges, 
impaling  Speke.  2.  Or,  three  eagles  difplayed  Rodney;  impaling,  argent^  three 
cinquefoils  gules.  \ 

To  the  right  of  the  above  is  another  elegant  mural  monument  of  red  and  v,?hite 
marble,  terminated  by  a flaming  urn.  On  an  oval  black  tablet  encompaffed  with 
foliage  and  palm  branches,  with  a weeping  cherub  on  each  fide,  is  the  following  in- 

fcription: **  To  the  deare  memory  of  Anna,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Edward 

Rodney,  knt.  of  Rodney- Stoke  in  this  county,  and  beloved  wife  of  the  honourable  Sir 
Thomas  Bridges,  of  Kainfham.  She  was  truly  pious  to  God,  charitable  to  the  poor, 
loving  to  all.  She  left  this  life,  in  hopes  of  a glorious  refurrediion,  the  4th  of  April 
1705.”  Arms,  Bridges  impaling  Rodney. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a neat  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  with  a 
coved  pediment  terminated  by  three  urns.  On  each  fide  are  weeping  cherubs.  On 

the  tablet  is  this  infcription : “ H.  S.  E.  Thomas  Bridges,  eques,  antiqua  genero- 

forum  familia,  proceribus  etiam  foecunda,  oriundus:  cui  clarum  Rodneiorum  nomen 
et  fanguinem,  hserede  in  matrimonium  recepta,  feliciter  adjunxit  virtutis,  eruditionis, 
prudenti^  fpecimen  egregium;  Regi  optimo  Carolo  primo  inrebus  difficillimis  (non 
fine  gravi  patrimony  detrimento)  fidelis  ac  utilis.  Reftituto  Carolo  fecundofortunastam 
honefte  diminutas,  homo  quod  fatis  erat  frugi,  induftria  et  prudentia,  non  minus  honefle 

reparavit. 
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reparavit.  Ecclefijs  ornandis,  pauperibus  alendis,  pueris  erudiendis,  abdite,  ample 
tamen,  et  frequenter,  beneficus;  moriens,  parochias  de  Keyniham,  Covent-Garden, 
Rodney-Stoke,  Batcomb,  &c.  munificentias  teftes,  reliquit.  In  sedibus  fuis,  huic 
-ecclefias  proximis,  Feb.  die  xx"  D”'  mdccvi,  astatis  fuse  xc,  obijt.  Patri  optimo, 
Anna  Powell,  filia  natu,  (non  tamen  affedu)  fecunda,  hoc  monumentum,  M.  P.” — 
Arms,  Bridges  and  Rodney. 

Near  to  this,  and  on  another  mural  monument  of  grey  marble,  the  cornice  of  which 
is  fupported  with  two  columns,  round  and  Iwelling  in  the  middle,  and  terminated  with 

Corinthian  capitals  gilt,  is  the  following: “ To  the  memory  of  George  Bridges,  of 

Lincolnes-Inn,  efq;  the  fon  of  Edward  Bridges,  efq;  who  dyed  the  firft  of  Jan.  1677. 
To  the  memory  of  Katharine  Bridges,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Bridges,  efq;  a woman 
truly  eminent  in  her  duty  to  God  and  love  to  her  neighbours,  and  charitye  to  the  poore 
and  fatherlefs,  who  left  this  life  the  15th  of  April  1687.’' 

On  the  fame  wall  is  a rich  monument  of  fine  clouded  marble,  in  the  fwelling  tablet 
of  which,  furrounded  with  a feftoon  curtain  with  gilt  fringe  and  taffels,  is  infcribed, 

Infra  jacet  corpus  Harry  Bridges,  armigeri,  filii  Thomas  Bridges,  equitis  aurati,  et 
Anns  uxoris;  vir  patris  fus  verus  amator,  qui  annos  ultra  quinquagenarios  magiftratus 
^officiis  fideliter  fundus  eft.  Multis  peregrinationibus  varias  acquifivit  linguas.  Gallics, 
Plifpanics,  et  Italics,  apprime  fciens.  In  omnibus  denique  egregie  dodus,  prompto 
et  faceto  ingenio,  vixit  undecimo  die  Odobris  1728,  stat.  81.”  Arms,  Bridges, 
impaling  ermine^  two  piles  Jable. 

On  a flat  ftone  under  the  communion-table: Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Charles 

Bridges,  efq;  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Bridges  and  Anne  his  wife;  who  dyed  the  6th  day  of 
January  1668.” 

On  the  next  ftone: Flere  lyeth  the  body  of  Edward  Bridges,  fon  of  Sir  TKomas 

Bridges  and  Anne  his  wife;  who  dyed  the  firft  day  of  November  1678.” 

On  an  adjacent  ftone: “ Here  lyeth  the  Lady  Anna  Bridges,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas 

Bridges,  of  Keynfham.” 

And  on  another  next  to  it: — " Here  lyeth  Sir  Thomas  Bridges,  knt.  of  Keynftiam,” 

On  the  next  ftone: Here  lyeth  the  body  of  William  Bridges,  efq;  fonne  of  Sir 

Thomas  Bridges  and  Anne  his  wife,  who  dyed  the  loth  day  of  March  1684.  Anna 
Powejl,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Bridges,  departed  this  life  the  i8th  of  March  1740.” 

On  another  ftone  below  the  rails: “ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Harry  the  fon  of 

James  Bridges,  of  this  parifh,  gent,  and  Mary  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  the  15th 
of  Jan.  1720,  aged  one  year  and  four  months.  And  alfo  of  James,  Thomas,  and 
another  Harry,  who  all  dyed  infants.” 

On  another  ftone: Here  lyeth  the  body  of  James  Bridges,  gent,  natural  fon  of 

Harry  Bridges,  efq;  who  dyed  June  the  23d,  1741,  aged  44  years.” 

On  an  old  mural  monument  of  ftone,  againft  the  wall  of  the  north  aile : “ Mrs, 

Joane  Plover.  Anag. — Love  for  ante. 

“ Having  by  love  fulfill’d  the  law,  ftie  dies. 

That  natvre’s  law  might  have  its  facrifice. 
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Be  not  thov  curious,  reader,  to  knowe 
The  jewel  in  earth’s  cabinet  below  j 
If  an  infcription  will  give  content,  _ 

This  ftone  can  tell  flie  liv’d  as  innocent 
As  here  Ihe  lies : If  faints  receive  their  blis. 

Precious  in  God’s  fight  this  jewel  is. 

If  this  pleafe  hot,  reade  thou  her  name,  and  find 
The  exprefs  charafters  of  her  fweet  mind. 

To  be  where  flie ’s,  think  thov  it  noe  difgrace. 

An  element  fhould  be  in  its  proper  place. . 

Thus  earth  to  earth — like  is  of  like  defir ’d. 

And  thou  expeft  the  like  when  life’s  expir’d. 

Noe  triumph,  death!  that  Ibvldier ’s  not  flayne. 

That  trumpet’s  founds  can  raife to  die  is  gayne. 

**  Carendo  potius  quam  fruendo  beneficiumvagnofcimus.” 

Againft  the  eaft  end  of  the  north  aile  is.  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  in  the  center  of 
which  on  an  oval  black  tablet  incircled  with  foliage  (in  which  reft  two  weeping  cherubs 
in  a reclining  pofture,  the  one  holding  a fkull,  the  other  an  hour-glafs)  is  the  following 

infcription; Siftas  parumper  viator,  et  lachrymvla faltem  vrnam  humedtes  Henrici 

Flower,  generofi,  qui  fi  candorem  fpedtes  ceteris  tetatis  fvasprasfuit;  fi  modeftiamj  par 
omnibus:  fi  fcientiamj  paucis  inferior:  fi  religionem  (quod  nomen  defecata  hac  setate 
fchifmatum  voragine  psene  abforptum  eft)  ecclefiae  verte  apoftolicte  conftans  et  indefefibs 
vigvit  alvmnvs.  Quod  fi  Apollineam  lavrvm  addidifce  potviflet,  Apollinaris  facultas 
vivide  adhuc  floruiflet  Apollinis  filius.  Sed  invidente  fato  Junij  9,  anno  Domini  1667, 
vere  fui  menfis  cecidit  Flos.” 

On  a flat  ftone  in  the  paflage  of  the  middle  aile, Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Anna, 

the  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Maiy  Leman,  who  departed  April  23,  1633, 
tetatis  fuse  19. 

**  Grim  death,  the  eater  meate  doth  give. 

By  that  which  did  me  kill,  I live; 

The  grave  devours  me,  but  I fhall 
Live  to  fee  its  funeral; 

After  fome  ages  more  are  Ipent, 

The  gluttonous  grave  fhall  keep  a lent.” 

Againft  the  north  wall,  by  the  veftry-room,  are  the  following  records  of  benefadlions  s 
Benefa5iors  to  the  Poore  of  this  Parijh. 

Henry  Bridges,  efq;  gave  fifty  pounds,  tKe  profitts  to  the  poore  for  ever. 

**  Mr  Carew  gave  twenty  pounds. 

**  Mr.  William  Carter  gave  five  pounds. 

**  Mr.  Walter  Holbin  gave  fifty  pounds, 

**  Mr.  John  Wright,  five  pounds. 

**  Mr.  Stibbins,  five  pounds. 
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“ Mr.  Thomas  Holbin  gave  Eve  pounds  a year  for  ever,  to  be  paid  to  the  poore  of 
the  parifli  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 

Mr.  Thomas  Cox  gave  forty  (hillings  to  the  poore  for  ever. 

‘'The  feoffees  of  this  parilh  gave  fowerteene  pounds,  the  profitts  to  the  poore  for  even 

“ Mr.  John  Henry  gave  ten  (hillings  a yeare  for  ever  for  a fermon  to  be  preached 
every  yeare  on  New-year’s-day.  ' 

" Mr.  Robert  Bagnal  gave  fifty  pounds,  the  profitts  to  the  poore  for  ever. 

^I^MSEY  } Churchwardens,  1685.  VF.” 

In  another  frames  ’ 

“ Benefadors  to  the  Church  and  Poor  of  this  parifh. 

“ 1724.  Mrs.  Ann  Tilly,  late  of  this  parifh,  fpinfter,  deceafed,  gave  the  two  brafs 
branches  in  the  middle  and  fouth  ailes,  with  the  irons  and  ornaments  thereto.  She 
«lfo  gave  the  fume  of  forty  pounds,  the  profits  thereof  to  be  applied  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz.  20s.  to  the  poore  in  bread  on  Chriltmas-Eve  j los.  for  a fermon  on 
Chriftmas-day  in  the  eveningj  5s.  for  candles,  and  the  remainder  for  cleaning  the 
'branches  yearly  for  ever,  to  be  laid  out  and  paid  as  by  her  will  is  directed. 

“ 1725.  Harry  Bridges,  efq;  gave  the  Jiew  font  and  cover,  and  other  benefaftions, 
towards  ornamenting  this  church. 

“ 1729.  Mr.  John  Bowles,  late  of  Kingfton-upon-Thames,  deceafed,  by  his  will 
gave  lol.  a year  payable  at  Chriftmas  for  ever  to  put  poor  boys  of  this  parilh  to  fchool 
or  apprentices,  as  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  (hall  think  fit.” 

On  a third  frame: 

''  The  benefadlions  of  the  honourable  Sir  Thomas  Bridges,  and  of  his  virtuous  lady 
the  Lady  Anna  Bridges,  to  the  parilh  and  parilh  church  of  Keynlham. 

“ Sir  Thomas  Bridges  hath  given  one  hundred  pounds,  the  ufe  of  it  to  twelve  poor 
men,  to  be  diftributed  by  his  heir  and  the  mlnifter  of  the  parilh  for  ever. 

“ The  Lady  Anna  Bridges,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Bridges  lately  deceafed,  gave  the 
orimfon  velvet  altar-cloth  and  culhion,  and  a crimfon  velvet  pulpit-cloth,  all  with  gold 
fringe  j as  alfo  a large  Common-Prayer  book  to  be  ufed  at  the  altar. 

“ Sir  Thomas  Bridges  hath  given  two  filver  flagons,  a chafice,  and  cover,  with  his 
and  his  Lady’s  arms  on  it,  to  the  ufe  of  the  altar. 

“ Sir  Thonqas  Bridges  hath  ereded  a fchool,  and  endowed  it  with  twenty  pounds  a 
year,  for  the  teaching  of  twenty  poor  boys  of  the  town  and  parilh. 

Sir  Thomas  Bridges  hath  erefted  an  alms-houfe  for  fix  people,  and  endowed  it 
with  twenty-four  pounds  a year. 

" Sir  Thomas  Bridges  hath  given  twenty  (hillings  a year  for  preaching  a fermon  in 
the  church  of  Keynlham  on  the  4th  of  April,  in  memory  of  the  Lady  Bridges  for  ever.” 

In 
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In  a frame  over  the  veftiy  door; 

« Captain  Jame5  Saunders,  late  of  London,  and  a native  of  this  town,  by  his  will  of 
the  8th  of  March  1739,  gave  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli,  to  be 
difpofed  of  as  agreed  on  in  veftry ; and  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  churchwardens  to- 
wards keeping  this  church  in  repair,  and  preferving  the  grave-ftones  of  his  father 
and  family.” 

In  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a remarkably  large  benetoire,  with  two  circular 
bafons  for  the  reception  of  holy  water. 


BRJSLINGT  ON 

IS  a village  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  great  road  from  Bath  to  Briflol,  and  diftant 
from  the  latter  two  miles.  It  ftands  on  the  eafy  Qope  of  a hill,  and  is  wafhed  by  a 
jQ-nall  ftream  which  has  its  fource  at  Saltwell  in  the  parifh  of  Whitchurch. 

This  place  was  a part  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter,  granted  by  King  William  Rufus 
to  Robert  Fitz-Hamon,  nephew  of  William  the  Conqueror.  This  Robert  at  his  death 
left  iffue  four  daughters,  two  of  whom  were  abbeffes,.  viz.  Cecily  of  Shaftefbury,  and 
Hawife  of  Wilton,  Amice  married  the  Earl  of  Brifanny;  and  Mabel  was  married 
to  Robert  earl  of  Gloucefter,  one  of  the  illegitimate  fons  of  Henry  I.  who  had  in  her 
right  this  manor. 

To  this  Robert  fuceeeded  William  his  fon,  whole  ifllie  male  being  extin6b,  the  faid 
William  conftituted  John  a younger  fon  of  Henry  II.  his  heir.  He  died  in  1173,  and^ 
after  his  deceafe  the- king  retained  this  earldom  in  his  own  hands;  but  in  the  laft  year 
of  his  reign  he  gave  Ifabel,  tloe  filler  and  coheir  of  the  faid  William,  in  marriage  to  John  ' 
his  fon,  afterwards  King  of  England,,  who  before  he  came  to  the  crown,,  at  the  requell 
of  the  faid  Ifabelhis  wife,  granted  this  manor  with  all  its  appertenances  to  Sir  John  la 
Warre,  to  hold  by  the  fervice  of  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  grant  the  faid  King  John 
ratified  and  confirmed  in  the  eighth  year,  of  his  reign,® 

This  John  la  Warre  died  14  Joh.  leaving  Jordan  la  Warre  his  fon  and  heir,  who 
then  paid  two  hundred  pounds  for  livery  of  his  lands.”  His  wife’s  name  was  Johanna, 

To  whom  fuceeeded  John  la  Warre,  who  3 Edw.  I.  was  Iheriff  of  Herefordlhire,  in 
which  county  he  chiefly  had  his  refidence,  as  had  alfo  his  fuccelfor 

Roger  la  Warre,  who  27  Edw.  I.  was  furamoned  to  parliament  among  the  barons; 
and  died  feized  of  this  manor  14  Edw.  II.  leaving  by  Clarice  his  wife,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Sir  John  de  Tregoz,  a great  baron  in  Herefordlhire  and  Wiltlhire,  John  his 
fon  heir,  forty  years  of  age. 

*’  Rot.  Pip.  14  Job. 
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Which  John,  fon  and  heir  of  Roger  lord  la  Warre,  upon  the  death  of  Clarice  his 
mother,  29  Edw.  1.  had  an  afTignation  of  a moiety  of  the  lands  of  which  John  de 
Tregoz,  father  of  the  faid  Clarice,  died  pofiefled.  Among  them  was  the  manor  of 
Chelworth  in  this  county.  This  John  was  in  feveral  expeditions  in  the  time  of  Edw. 
I.  II.  and  III.j  he  married  Joane,  daughter  of  Robert,  and  filler  and  heir  to  Thomas 
lord  Grelle,  of  Manchefter  in  the  county  of  Lancafterj  and  having  been  fummoned  to 
parliament  from  i Edw.  II.  to  16  Edw.  III.  died  21  Edw.  III.  without  ifllie;  where- 
upon Roger  his  grandfon,  viz.  fon  of  John  his  eldeft  fon,  who  died  in  his  life-time,  by 
Margaret  daughter  of  Robert  Holland,  became  his  heir. 

Which  Roger  23  Edw.  III.  had  livery  of  the  lands  of  his  inheritance.  30  Edw.  III. 
he  was  with  Prince  Edward  in  the  great  battle  of  Poidliers,  where  the  Englifh  gained  a 
compleat  vidlory.  He  was  fummoned  to  parliament  36  and  37  Edw.  III.  and  died 
44th  of  that  reign,  feized,  among  many  other  manors,  of  Briflington  which  he  held  of 
Edward  le  Difpencer,  leaving  John  la  Warre  his  fon  and  heir.  Of  the  aforefaid  Roger, 
Robert  Wyteney  held  a knight’s  fee  in  Comb-Wyche.  The  faid  Roger  la  Warre  was 
buried  in  the  abbey  of  Swinelhead  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  was  fucceeded  in  his 
eftates  by  Sir  John  la  Warre,  knt.  twenty-five  years  of  age  at  the  date  of  his  father’s 
deceafe. 

This  John  had  fummons  to  parliarhent  from  44  Edw.  III.  till  21  Ric.  II.  He  died 
27  July,  22  Ric.  II.  without  iflue;  being  then  certified  to  have  been  feized,  among 
.divers  other  eftates,  of  this  manor  of  Briftleton,  which  he  is  faid  to  have  held  of  Thomas 
le  Difpencer  earl  of  Gloucefter,  as.  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter,  by  the  fervice  of  two 
parts  of  a knight’s  fee. 

At  the  death  of  which  John,  Thomas  his  brother  became  his  heir.  The  faid  Thomas 
was  redlor.of  the  church  of  Manchefter,  which  he  made  collegiate;  and  dying  4 Hen. 
VI.  Sir  Reginald  Weft,  knt.  was  found  to  be  his  heir;  being  the  fon  of  Joane,  late  the 
W'ife  of  Thomas  Weft,  and  fifter  of  the  faid  Thomas  de  la  Warre. 

Which  Reginald  Weft  was  fummoned  to  parliament  by  the" title  of  Lord  de  la  Warre, 
5 Plen.  VI.  in  which  firft  year  he  had  livery  of  his  lands.  He  was  in  many  cam*- 
paigns  in  France  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  dying  29  Henry  VI.  left  Richard  his 
fon  and  heir. 

Which  Richard,  in  confideration  of  his  fpecial  fervices  to  the  houfe  ofLancafter 
during  their  contentions  with  the  houfe  of  York,  38  Henry  VI.  obtained  a grant  of 
40I.  per  annum  during  his  life,  to  be  received  out  of  the  ifllies  and  profits  of  the  manor 
of  Old-Wutton  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  part  of  the  pofTeftions  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
(Richard)  then  attainted.  He  afterwards  went  abroad  to  avoid  the  politicks  of  the 
times,  and  died  16  Edw.  IV.  poflefled  of  this  manor,  which  defcended  to  his  fon  and 
heir  Thomas,  then  nineteen  years  of  age. 

This  Thomas  Weft  lord  de  la  Warre  was  a ‘great  favourite  in  the  courts  of  Hen.  VII. 
and  VIII.  of  the  former  of  whom  he  obtained  many  large  eftates  in  the  county  of 
Sujfiex,  being  part  of  the  pofTeftions  of  John  duke  of  Norfolk  attainted.  He  had  two 
wives,  I.  Elizabeth,  fifter  of  Sir  John  Mortimer,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  Thomas,  and 
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William  who  died  ilTuelefs,  and  four  daughters,  a.  Eleanor,  daughter. of  Sir  Roger 
Copley,  knt.  Pie  died  1525,  17  Henry  VIII. 

Thomas  We/t  lord  de  la  Warre,  fon  and  heir  of  the  laft-mentioned  Thomas  lord  de 
la  Warre,  fucceeded  him.  He  was  a knight  banneret,  and  being  eleded  knight  of  the 
garter,  Dec.  i,  1549,  was  inftalled  the  13th  of  that  month  at  Windfor.  He  married 
Elizabeth  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  John  Bonville,  knt.  but  left  no  iflue.  He  died 
m 1554,  feized  of  this  manor,  and  that  of  Shepton-Mallet  in  this  county.  By  an 
inquifition  taken  after  his  deceafe,  his  heirs  were  found  to  be  Joan  Dudley  duchefs  of 
N orthumberland,  being  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Eleanor  his  eldeft  filler,  the  wife  of 
Sir  John  Guildford,  knt.  and  the  three  daughters  of  his  fecond  filter  Dorothy,  the  wife 
of  Sir  Owen  Weft,  knt.  viz.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Nicholas  Deering;  Mary,  wife  of  John 
-Warnetj  and  Anne,  wife  of  James  Gage.  John  Lacey,  efq;  was  lord  of  this  manor 
30  Eliz.  and  from  him  it  defcended  to  Sir  Rowland  Lacey,  knt.  Sir  John  Lacey, 
knt.  and  Rowland  Lacey,  efq;  who  poflefled  it  in  1653;  whence  it  pafted  to  the 
family  of  Langton,  and  from  them  to  William  Gore  Langton,  efq;  (in  right  of  his 
wife)  who  Is  the  prefent  owner. 

2 Edw.  III.  A.  D.  1328,  a petition  was  prefented  in  parliament  at  the  fuit  of  Joan 
la  Warre,  complaining  that  the  manor  of  Briftleton,  which  then  and  always  was  with- 
out the  bounds  of  the  King’s  chace,  called  Kingfwood,  and  alfo  that  of  Filwood,  had 
been  included  within  the  faid  chaces  by  the  wardens  thereof." 

One  of  the  Lords  de  la  Warre  founded,  on  the  north  fide  of  his  manor  here,  a chapel 
to  the  honour  of  St.  Anne.  This  chapel  was  fifty-feven  feet  in  length,  and  fifteen  in 
breadth,  and  there  were  nineteen  buttrefles  about  it;  the  height  of  it  from  the  ground 
to  the  covering  of  the  arched  vault  was  eighty  feet.”*  The  place  where  this  chapel 
(long  fince  ruinated)  ftood,  is  but  little  known,  being  in  a nook  of  the  county,  oppofite 
Crew's-Hole  in  the  parilh  of  St.  George  in  Gloucefterftiire,  from  which  it  is  divided  by 
the  Avon.  A more  retired  fpot  could  hai'dly  be  found;  a deep  dell,  overhung  with  aged 
oaks,  alders,  and  poplars,  bounds  its  fouthern  afpe6l,  and  through  it  runs  a limpid  rivulet 
from  Briflington,  murmuring  over  a rocky  bottom,  and  forming  feveral  water-falls. 

The  living  of  Briflington  is  a donative  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter, 
and  in  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Popham.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Luke.  It  is  a neat  building,  compofed  of  a nave, 
fouth-aile,  and  chancel.  A well-built  tower  at  the  weft  end  contains  five  bells.  There 
are  feveral  infcriptive  memorials  in  this  church,  but  of  little  account;  and  the  following 
notice  of  benefadlions ; 

‘^A.  D.  1670.  Thomas  Jones,  yeoman,  fometime  churchwarden  of  this  parifti, 
gave  twenty  fhillings,  the  ufe  whereof  is  to  be  diftributed  to  fix  poor  houfekeepers 
every  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

“ 1686.  Thomas  Monday,  yeoman,  of  this  parilh,  gave  out  of  his  land  for  ever 
twenty  Ihillings  a year,  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  diftributed  to  the  poor  every  St. 
Thomas’s-day. 

‘ Rot.  Pari,  z Edw.  Ill,  * Itin.  Willelm.  de  Worcellre,  190. 

« 1698.  Sir 
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**  1698.  Sir  William  Cann,  knight  and  baronet,  of  this  parifh,  gave  twenty-five 
pounds,  the  profits  thereof  to  be  diftributed  in  bread  to  the  poor  the  firft  Sunday  after 
the  fecond  of  July  yearly  for  ever. 

“ 1724.  Mr.  John  Newman,  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  plumber,  gave  to  the  poor  of 
this  parifh  twenty-fix  pounds,  the  intereft  thereof  to  be  given  in  bread  on  St.  John’s  and 
St.  Peter’s  days  yearly  for  ever,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  the  parifh,  to 
thofe  poor  that  frequent  divine  fervice  at  this  church. 

In  the  church-yard,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  church,  is  an  old  tomb,  whereon  is  this 
Infcription;  1542. 

, Thomas  Newman 

Aged  153. 

This  ftone  was  new-faced  in  the  year  177 to  perpetuate  the  great  age  of  the 
deceafed.”^ 

* The  original  numerals  on  this  tomb  were  fimply  53 ; but  fonae  arch  wag,  by  prefixing  the  figure  i,  made  the 
perfon  here  interred  one  year  older  than  the  celebrated  Thomas  Parr,  who  died  in  1625,  at  the  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two.  Another  perfon  of  the  name  of  Newman,  who  was  coroner  for  this  county,  is  faid  to  have 
been  buried  at  King-Wefton,  at  the  age  of  132.  To  this  advanced  period  few  mortals  have  protrafled  their 
exiftence;  and  of  thofe  few,  little  is  recorded  but  their  names.  Among  the  Inftances  of  longevity  that  are  pre- 
ferved  to  us  either  by  the  pen  of  the  hiftorian,  or  the  parochial  regifter,  the  old  woman  of  Lancaihire,  called  the 
Cricket  of  the  Hedge,  who  died  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  yet  remembered  the  battle  of  Bofworth-Field, 
is  fet  down  as  a moft  remarkable  one,  and  may  ferve  to  fhew,  that  the  little  thread  of  life,  frail  as  it  is,  may, 
under  an  all-ruling  Providence,  by  temperance  and  alacrity,  be  long  preferved  from  quite  unravelling  or  fnapping 
off.  She  was  born  at  Over,  near  Delamere-foreft  in  Chefliire.  Her  chriftian  name  was  Margaret;  her  maiden 
name  unknown.  She  lived  for  fome  years  in  the  fervice  of  a family  called  Downs,  at  Shrigley ; but  was  after- 
wards married  to  one  Humphry  Broadhurft,  a day-labourer,  with  whom  (he  lived  in  a fmall  tenement  in  Hedge- 
Row,  in  the  townfhip  of  Rainow  In  the  county  of  Chefter;  from  which  place,  and  the  natural  merrinefs  of  her 
temper,  Ihe  acquired  the  name  of  the  Cricket  of  the  Hedge.  She  was  very  adtive ; never  known  to  be  fick  ; and 
could  walk  nimbly  till  a few  years  before  her  death.  Her  chief  diet  was  water-gruel ; and  in  her  old  age 
manchet  and  new-milk.  She  was  vilited  out  of  curiofity  by  people  from  all  parts,  and  among  the  reft  by  fome 
families  of  quality  and  diftindion.  Some  years  before  her  death  Sir  George  Booth  fent  for  her  to  his  feat,  and 
would  have  there  kept  her,  together  with  a relation  to  take  care  of  her;  but  after  ftaying  a month,  Ihe  told  Sir 
George  his  diet  would  not  do,  and  that  if  ftie  did  not  return  home  fhortly  (he  muft  die.  Towards  the  clofe  of 
her  life  (he  was  reduced  to  that  degree  of  weaknefs,  thatjhe  was  carried  like  a child  in  her  youngeft  daughter’s 
arms,  and  fometimes  was  rocked  in  a cradle.  She  lived  to  one  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
parilh  church  of  Preftbury.  To  an  enquiry  made  about  her  age  by  one  of  her  vifitors,  Ihe  returned  this  anfwer, 
“ I was  fourfcore  years  old  when  I had  that  fnicket,  (pointing  to  her  daughter  who  ftood  by)  and  flie  is  now 
turned  of  fixty.” Letter  at  the  end  of  thefixth  vol.  of  Leland’s  Itinerary. 
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This  fmall  compadparllh,  confiftingof  about  feven  hundred  acres,  is  fituated  on 
the  river  Chew,  two  miles  fouth  from  Keynfham,  of  which  manor  it  was  a part  at 
the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  and  was  that  hide  which  was  held  by  the  wife  of  Ulward, 
a freeman,  when  the  Norman  furvey  was  compiled/  When  it  came  by  grant  of  King 
William  Rufus  to  Robert  Fitz-Hamon,  lord  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter,  he  annexed 
it  with  other  great  pofleffions  to  the  abbey  which  he  refounded  at  T ewkefbury  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  on  the  fcite  of  the  old  monaftery  erefted  A.  D.  7 1 5,  to  the  honour 
of  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary,  by  Oddo  and  Doddo,  two  brothers,  dukes  of  Mercia/ 
In  1293  the  temporalities  of  the  abbot  here  were  valued  at  fix  pounds/  Fie  had  a 
charter  of  free-warren  in  Burnet,  and  by  grant  of  divers*  kings,  this,  with  his  other 
manors,  was  exempt  from  all  fecular  fervices/  An  inquifition  taken  13  Ric.  II.  fets 
forth,  that  the  abbot  of  Tewkefbury.  held  the  manor  of  Burnet  juxta  Keynfham,  as 
parcel  of  the  foundation  of  his  church  of  Tewkefbury,  of  the  heir  of  Lord  le  Difpencer 
then  a minor,  as  of  his  honour  of  Gloucefter.®  The  manor  and  advowfon  of  the 
church  continued  in  the  poireflion  of  the  fame  abbey  till  its  diftblution ; after  which, 
2 Eliz.  both  the  manor  and  the  advowfon,  with  all  the  tithes,  were  granted  by  the 
Queen  to  John  Cutte  and  Richard  Roberts.^  Which  John  Cutte  was  mayor  of  Briftol, 
and  died  1575  feized  of  the'manor  and  advowfon  of  Burnet,  leaving  ifiue  William 
Cutte  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  lord  of  this  manor  26  Eliz.  To  whom  fucceeded 
another  John  Cutte,  who  41  Eliz.  fold  the  manor  and  advowfon  to  John  Whitfon, 
alderman  of  Briftol,  who  gave  it  to  feoffees  in  truft  for  the  endowment  of  his  Red- 
maids’  hofpital  in  Briftol,  and  other  charitable  ufes.  The  mayor  and  certain  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Briftol  are  the  prefent  feoffees,  and  under  them  the  manor  of 
Burnet  is  held  by  Samuel  Day,  efq;  who  has  a neat  and  very  pleafant  dwelling-houfe 
adjoining  to  the  church,  built  of  late  years  near  the  fcite  of  the  old  court-houfe  inha- 
bited by  the  Cuttes. 

The  living  is  a reftory,  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  in  the  gift  of  the 
mayor  and  corporation  of  die  city  of  Briftol.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  is  the  prefent 
incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  and  confifts  of  a nave  and  one  fmall  fide 
aile  on  the  fouth  fide;  at  the  end  of  which  is  a curious  old  brafs  plate  to  the  memory 
of  John  Cutte,  lord  of  this  manor,  Joan  his  wife,  and  twelve  of  their  children. 

The  two  parents  are  reprefented  as  kneeling  at  an  altar  with  their  hands  clofed  in  a 
fuppliant  pofture,  and  books  open  before  them;  From  the  mouth  of  each  iffues  a label 
on  which  is  written  the  name,  viz.  John  Cutte,  Joan  Cutte.  On  the  father’s  right 
hand  are  his  eight  fons  in  a row,  kneeling,  with  their  names  on  labels  ifluing  from 
each  of  their  mouths;  viz.  Matthewe,  Thomas,  John,  Nicholas,  John,  Richard, 
William,  and  Robarte.  On  the  left  hand  of  the  mother  ai-e  her  four  daughters  in  the 

’ See  under  Keynfham.  *’  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monaftica.  ' Taxat.  Temporal. 

“ Cart.  Var.  ' Efc.  13  Ric.  II.  ^ Ter.  Syden. 
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fame  attitude,  and  their  names  diftlnguiflied  in  the  fame  manner,  viz.  Brigit,  Marye, 
Sufan,  and  Anne.  Both  the  parents  and  children  are  dreffed  in  a kind  of  loofe  robe, 
reaching  to  the  feet.  At  the  upper  corners  are  the  arms  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  viz.  on 
the  fmifter  fide,  on  a mount,  a caftle  with  two  towers  domed,  on  each  a pennon;  on 
the  dexter  bafe,  barry  wavy  of  fix,  a fliip  failing  from  behind  the  caftle,  the  fore  and 
main-maft  with  two  fails  on  each  in  fight.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  plate  is  the  Mer- 
chant’s mark. 

On  the  top  of  the  plate  is  this  infcription — Here  lyeth  buried  John  Cutte,  fome- 
tyme  mayore  of  the  cyttye  of  Briftolle,  who  deceafede  leving  his  wife  Joane,  and  hath 
had  betwene  them  8 fones  and  4 dovghters.  He  decefed  in  the  monethe  of  May  the 
21  daye  in  anno  Domini  1575.” 

On  the  lower  part  of  the  plate  is  infcribed, 

**  Par  jacet  hoc  tumulo  fociale;  uxore  maritus 
Jungitur:  ut  ledtus,  fie  tenet  urna  duos. 

Cuthevs  Johannes  conjunx,  vir  dignus  amari, 

Sumpfit  J ohannam : par  in  amore  decus. 

Pignore  multiplici  par  fselix  luftra  peregit 
Plurima;  fecunda  nunc  regnat  jundtus. 

Uterquam  Deos.” 

In  the  chancel  over  the  communion-table  is  a fmall  ftone  monument,  infcribed, 

Jane  Dyer,  daughter  of  Jane  the  wife  of  Mr.  Phillip  Gwin,  minifter,  who  departed 
May  12,  16  50.  Ralph  Dyer,  fon  of  J ane  the  wife  of  Mr.  Phillip  Gwin,  minifter, 
departed  April  9,  1652.” 

On  a neat  mural  monument  againft  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church: “ Near  this 

place  lies  the  body  of  Samuel  Day,  who  died  the  21ft  of  December  1708,  aged  55, 
Alfo  of  Samuel  his  fon,  who  died  the  8th  of  June  1734,  aged  41.  And  of  Mary  his 
widow,  who  died  the  i8th  of  November  1770,  aged  80.  As  alfo  the  body  of  George 
Phelps,  who  died  the  31ft  of  December  1750,  aged  34.  And  Samuel  Day  Phelps, 
his  fon,  by  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Day,  who  died  May  4,  1751, 
aged  50  weeks.  Alfo  of  one  fon  and  daughter  of  John  Day  by  the  faid  Mary.” 

Againft  the  north  wall: “ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John  Day,  efq;  who  departed 

this  life  the  31ft  day  of  January  1772,  aged  49  years.” 
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This  parlfh,  fo  called  from  its  having  belonged  to  one  of  the  Queens  of  England, 
lies  five  miles  foutheaft  from  the  city  of  Briftol,  and  two  nearly  eaft  from  the 
village  of  Whitchurch,  to  which  it  is  contiguous.  Its  fituation  is  woody,  inclofed,  and 
full  of  fprings;  fome  coal  is  produced  on  its  northeaft  limits,  near  Keynlham.  The 
whole  parilh  contains  about  twelve  hundred  acres.  The  great  road  to  Bath  lay 
formerly  through  the  village;  and  on  account  of  the  falubrity  of  its  air,  it  has  been  a 
place  of  much  refort;  particularly  in  the  year  1574,  when  the  plague  raged  fo  violently 
in  Briftol,  as  to  carry. off  two  thoufand  perfons,  houfes  were  fitted  up  here  for  the 
reception  of  families  from  that  city.  Queen  Elizabeth  had  gone  through  this  place  the 
year  before,  and  granted  it  a charter  for  a fair  to  be  held  yearly  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
July,  which  fair  is  ftill  continued. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  this  village,  with  that  of  Whitchurch,  and  many  other 
adjoining  places,  was  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Keynftiam,  and  therefore  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  general  furvey  of  that  age.  Upon  the  foundation  of  the  abbey  in  the  town  of 
Keynftiam,  it  was  fevered  from  the  body  of  that  lordftiip,  and  given  to  the  religious, 
whofe  revenues  in  this  place,  in  the  town  of  Keynftiam,  and  in  Filton  or  Whitchurch, 
were  in  the  year  1293  rated  at  twenty-fix  pounds.*  7 Edw.  II.  the  abbot  and  convent 
procured  a charter  of  free-warren  in  all  their  lands  lying  within  Charleton.'’  The 
abbot’s  court-houfe  ftood  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ftreet:  nothing  of  it  now  remains 
except  an  old  gateway,  the  arch  of  which  is  circular,  and  decorated  with  zigzag 
mouldings. 

After  the  fupprefllon  of  the  monaftery,  the  manor  of  Charleton,  among  other  pof- 
feftions,  was  fettled  in  jointure  on  Catherine  Parr,  the  laft  Queen  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
from  which  clrcumftance  the  parifti  obtained  its  name.  But  the  tithes  of  hay,  corn, 
and  other  articles,  and  alfo  a mefluage  or  tenement,  fituated  in  Charleton  near  the 
church-yard,  called  the  Sextery^  were  granted  to  Sir  William  Herbert,  knt.‘  The 
family  of  Popham  of  late  years  poftefTed  this  manor,  and  fold  it  in  1769  to  Vickris 
Dickinfon,  elq;  who  is  the  prefent  owner. 

The  family  of  Dickinfon  were  originally  from  Yorkfhire,  and  bore  for  their  arms. 
Or,  a bend  engrailed  between  two  lions  rampant  gules. 

William  Dickinfon,  B.  D.  was  redtor  of  Appleton,  and  of  Befille’s-Leigh,  near 
Oxford;  and  had  his  livings  fequeftered  by  the  parliament  for  his  attachment  to  the 
royal  caufe.'*  By  a daughter  of  Culpeper  he  left  ifllie  three  fons,  i.  Edmund  Dickinfon, 
M.  D.  who  died  in  April  A.  D.  1707,  aged  83,  and  v/as  father  of  Elizabeth  Dickinfon, 
foie  heirefstohis  eftates;  fhe  was  firft  married  to  Sir  Edward  Shires,  bart.  and  after- 
wards to  Baron  Bloomberg,  envoy  from  the  Duke  of  Courland.  2.  William  Dickinfon, 
who  was  of  Abingdon  in  the  county  of  Berks.  And  3.  Captain  Francis  Dickinfon,  of 

* Taxat.  Temporal.  Cart.  7 Edw.  II.  7 Ter.  Sydenham. 

Walker’s  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy, 
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Jamaica/  who  ferved  under  Pen  and  Venables,  at  the  taking  of  that  ifland  from  the 
Spaniards,  in  the  year  1655.  He  had  iflue  three  fons,  of  whom  the  furvivor  Caleb 
Dickinfon  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Vickris,  of  Chew-Magna  in  this 
county,  efq;  grandfon  and  heir  of  Richard  Vickris,  merchant  and  alderman  of  the  city 
of  Briftol.  Vickris  Dickinfon,  the  prefent  owner  of  Charleton,  is  the  youngeft  fon  of 
the  abovenamed  Caleb  Dickinfon,  by  the  faid  Elizabeth  his  wife;  to  whom,  and  to  his 
two  nephews  Barnard  Dickinfon,  of  Monks  and  of  Bowden-houfe  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  efq;  and  William  Dickinfon,  of  King-Wefton  in  this  county,  efq;  valuable  eftates 
in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  are  defcended  from  Francis  Dickinfon' their  progenitor  above- 
mentioned. 

The  living  of  Queen-Charleton  is  a donative  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bed- 
minfter,  and  in  the  prefentation  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Adams  is 
the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  is  a fmall  but  neat  ftrudure, 
compofed  of  a nave  and  two  fide  ailes,  with  a tower  at  the  well  end,  containing  a 
clock  and  four  bells;  one  of  which  has  this  infcription: 

There  are  feveral  memorials  in  the  church  to  the  family  of  Hayward. 

Benefactions.  **  Mr.  George  Lacy  gave  fix  pounds  to  the  poor  of  the  parilh  of 
Queen-Charleton,  to  be  diftributed  in  bread  by  the  minifter  and  churchwardens  on  the 
a 5 th  of  December  yearly  for  ever. 

“ Mrs.  Sarah  Lacy  gave  forty  Ihillings,  the  profits  thereof  to  be  diftributed  in  like 
manner. 

Mrs.  Anne  Lacy,  gave  ten  pounds  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

**  Mrs.  Mary  Freeman,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  dated  the  8th  day  of  May  1760, 
gave  the  intereft  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  by  quarterly  payments,  towards 
clothing,  books,  and  teaching  twenty  poor  children.” 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  nearly  on  a ten  years  average  26,  the  burials  25. 
The  parilh  is  remarkably  healthy,  there  being  a gentleman  now  alive,  and  in  good 
health,  of  ninety  years  of  age;  and  a widow  woman  of  the  age  of  ninety- two.  And 
about  twelve  years  fince  there  was  a yeoman  aged  near  a hundred,  and  his  father,  who 
was  alfo  born  and  lived  here,  died  at  about  the  fame  age.  Several  of  the  former  in- 
habitants have  lived  to  be  upwards  of  eighty. 

* Thorelby’s  Ducatus  Leodienfis. 
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This  parifli  is  fituated  in  a woody  country,  full  of  hills  and  deep  vales,  in  die 
fouthern  part  of  the  hundred,  bordering  upon  the  eaft  angle  of  that  of  Chew. 
It  confifts  of  only  about  twenty  houfes. 

Informer  times  it  was  a place  of  much  account,  and  polTelTed  by  perfons  of  the 
higheft  diftindlion.  At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  it  was  the  property  of  two  diftinft 
lords ; being  then  called  by  the  feveral  names  of  Celeworde^  and  Celkwert-,  the  former 
belonged  to  Euftace  earl  of  Bulloigne,  and  is  thus  furveyed: 

Alured  holds  of  the  Earl,  Celeworde.  Thuri  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  Thereof  in 
demefne  are  two  hides  and  a half,  and  three  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  with  one 
carucate,  and  in  demefne  another.  There  are  five  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  five 
furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  is  worth  fixty  fiiillings. 

’The  land  of  Alured  de  Merleherge. 

Alured  de  Merleberge  holds  of  the  King,  Cellewert,  and  Nicolas’of  him.  Carle 
held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five 
“ carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  four  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and 
four  cottagers,  with  one  plough.  There  are  feven  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres 
of  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  one  hundred  fliillings.”'^ 

Thefe  two  parcels  of  territory  afterwards  compofed  the  two  manors  called  Eafi:  and 
Weft-Chelworth,  and  both  were  held  by  barony,  as  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Ewyas, 
in  the  county  of  Hereford.  Harold  de  Ewyas  was  lord  thereof  in  the  time  of  King 
Stephen,  and  left  ilTue  two  fons,  John  lord  Sudley,  of  Sudley  in  Gloucefterlhire,  and 
Robert,  who  refided  at  Ewyas,  and  had  this  manor  given  him  by  his  father,  being 
polfefled  of  it  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  This  Robert  de  Ewyas  left  one  daughter, 
Sibil,  foie  heir  to  his  eftates,  who  being  married  to  Robert  de  Tregoz,  a baron  of 
Wiltfliire,  the  manor  paffed  into  that  family,  and  the  faid  Robert  de  Tregoz,  7 Joh. 
upon  the  colleftion  of  the-  fixth  fcutage  of  that  king’s  reign,  anfwered  thirty-eight 
marks,  for  nineteen  knights’  fees  belonging  to  the  honour  of  Robert  de  Ewyas  his 
father-in-law.'’ 

To  this  Robert  fucceeded  Robert  his  fon  and  heir,  who  20  Henry  III.  had  refpite 
for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds,  due  for  the  relief  of  thofe  lands,  which  were 
of  the  inheritance  of  Sibil  de  Ewyas,  his  mother  j and  doing  his  homage  had  livery 
thereof,  foon  after  which  he  obtained  liberty  to  pay  his  relief  by  twenty  pounds  per 
annum.'  / 

Robert  the  fon  of  Geffery  de  T regoz  fucceeded  to  this  manor  on  the  death  of  the 
laft-mentioned  Robert,  and  being  one  of  thofe  who  engaged  in  the  baronial  wars,  was 
(lain  in  the  battle  of  Evelham  in  Worcefterlhire,  4^  Henry  III. 

® Lib.  Domefday.  Rot.  Pip.  8 Joh.  * Rot.  Fin.  23  Hen.  IIL 
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On  his' death,  John  his  fon  and  heir  came  to  the  eftatej  and,  notwithftanding  his 
father’s  delinquency,  was  in  great  favour  with  Henry  III.  and  fromEdw.  I.  obtained  a 
charter  of  free-warren  in  all  his  demefne  lands  lying  in  Chelworth  and  Burnham  in 
this  county ; and  alfo,  befides  divers  other  grants  and  privileges  from  the  crown,  he 
11  Edw.  I.  being  in  the  expedition  then  made  into  Gafcony,  had  leave  for  his  wife  aad 
all  his  family  to  abide  during  his  abfence  in  the  caftle  of  Devizes  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  and  to  have  wood  from  Melklham,  and  other  forefts,  for  their  fires.^  He 
died  28  Edw.  I.  leaving  John  la  Warre,  fon  of  Roger  la  Warre,  by  Clarice  his 
eldeft  daughter,  and  Sibyll,  the  wife  of  William  de  Grandifon,  his  other  daughter,  his 
next  heirs.® 

8 Edw.  II.  this ' John  la  Warre  granted  to  William  de  Beauchamp  and  Joan  his 
wife,  this  his  faid  manor  of  Chelworth,  to  hold  of  the  King  in  capite  by  barony,  as 
parcel  of  the  honour  or  barony  of  Ewyas.^  Which  William  de  Beauchamp  died  feized 
of  the  fame  29  Edw.  III.® 

In  fome  procefs  of  time  this  manor,  poflefling  the  name  of  Weft-Chelwood,  or 
Weft-Chelworth,  was  tranfmitted  to  the  family  of  Latimer;  and  Sir  Thomas  Latimer, 
of  Braybrock,  knt.  held  it  2 Henry  IV.  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  brother  Edward, 
who  died  without  ilTue  12  Henry  IV.  leaving  John  Gryffin  his  coufm  and  next  heir, 
(viz.  the  fon  of  Richard,  fon  of  Elizabeth  his  lifter)  who,  doing  his  fealty,  had  livery  of 
his  lands. 

Edward  Griffin,  a defcendant  of  the  faid  John  Gryffin,  heir  to  the  Latimer  eftate, 
was  owner  of  Weft-Chelworth  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  and  in  the  23d  year  of  that 
Queen’s  reign,  fold  the  manor  to  John  Cockfwell.'' 

The  manor  of  Eaft-Chelworth  was  alfo  held  of  the  honour  of  Ewyas,  and  poflefled 
in  the  reigns  of  Richard  II.  and  Henry  IV.  by  the  family  of  Montacute,  of  whom 
it  was  held  for  many  generations  by  the  family  of  Cocks.’  The  families  of  Weekes, 
Bifle,  and  Morgan,  were  alfo  fometime  owners  of  it,  and  at  this  time  both  the  manors 
of  Eaft  and  Weft-Chelworth,  or  Chelwood,  are  the  property  of  Mrs.  Popham,  relidt 
of  Francis  Popham,  efq. 

The  living  of  Chelwood  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter. 
The  biftiop  of  Bath  and  Wells  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sayle  is  the  prefenc 
incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard.  It  is  a fmall  but  neat  building,  having  a 
nave,  chancel,  and  a fmall  fouth  aile.  At  the  weft  end  is  a tower,  built  in  1772,  con- 
taining one  bell. 

In  the  chancel  on  the  north  fide  is  a handfome  mural  monument  with  this  infcription: 

Near  this  place  are  interred  the  remains  of  Roger  Lyde  of  this  pariffi,  efq;  who  de- 
parted this  life  the  30th  of  January,  1760,  aged  52.  He  ferved  the  office  of  high 
Iheriff  for  this  county  in  the  year  1755,  and  adled  as  a juftice  of  the  peace  for  near 
thirty  years  with  great  integrity  and  honour.  Alfo  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Mr. 

' Inq.  ad  quod  damnum,  8 Ed.  II.  ' Efc. 

‘Efc. 
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Langley,  of  Warminfter  in  the  county  of  Wilts;  a woman  of  great  piety  and  charity; 
they  lived  together  many  years  in  great  alFeftion,  and  died  much  lamented.  She  de- 
parted this  life  Dec.  3,  1770,  aged  60.” 

On  another  monument  againft  the  fame  wall  is  an  infcription  to  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Pearce,  M.  D.  who  died  Nov.  15,  1770,  aged  74,  He  was  fifty  years  paftor  of  a 
congregation  of  proteftant  diflenters  in  this  parifh.  » 


COMPTON-DANDO, 

APanfh  denominated  from  its  owners,  lies  fouthweft  from  Keynfham,  fituated  in  a 
deep  woody  vale,  feven  miles  from  Bath,  and  the  fame  diftance  from  Briftol. 
The  lands  are  moftly  pafture,  and  the  dopes  of  the  hills  are  covered  with  woods  and 
coppices.  The  river  Ghew  runs  through  it  in  its  way  to  Keynlham.  Its  ancient 
name  was  Contitone,  as  it  is  written  in  Domefday-Bookt 

Mathildis  holds  of  the  Earl  [Euftace],  Contitone.  Wlnod  held  it  in  the  time 
of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.-  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  Thereof 
“ in  demefne  are  three  hides,-  and  there  are  two  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  five 
villanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fixty-four  pence 
“ rent,  and  five  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  four  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broadi 
It  is  worth  one  hundred  fhillings.”^ 

In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  this  manor  was  the  property  of  Alexander  de  Alno,  corruptly 
called  Danno,  or  Dando,  and  from  this  family  the  place  had' its  additional  name.** 
Which  Alexander  de  Alno,  7 Henry  II.  for  this  and  his  other  lands  in  this  county,  paid 
two  marks  into  the  King’s  exchequer;''  and  2 2d  of  the  fame  reign  the  faid  Alexander 
and  Robert  his  fon  were  amerced  in  the  fum  of  twenty  marks  for  the  foreft.'* 

To  this  Robert  fucceeded  Henry  de  Alno,  who  was  living  6 Ric.  I.  and  had  lands 
in  this  county  and  Dorfet.  He  feems  to  have  died  without  iffue;  for  8 Ric.  I.  Fulk 
de  Alno,  brother  of  Henry  and  Richard  de  Alno,  is  certified  to  hold  three  knights’  fees 
m Somerfet  and  Dorfet,  which  formerly  Robert  and  Alexander  de  Alno  held." 

Fulk  de  Alno  was  living  in  the  time  of  King  John,  and  then  occurs  among  the 
tenants  of  the  abbot  of  Glaftonbury.^ 

His  fuccelTor  was  Gefferey  de  Alno,  who  died  43  Henry  III.  then  feized  of  two 
carucates  of  land  in  the  village  of  Compton-D’Anno;  and  two  carucates  of  land  in  the 
village  of  Aftiton ; both  which  he  held  of  the  king  in  chief  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s 
fee.  At  the  time  of  his  deceafe  Alexander  his  fon  and  heir  was  thirty  years  of  age.® 

• Lib.  Domefday.  '' Cart.  Antlq.  ' Rot.  Pip.  7 Hen.  II.  “ Ibid.  22  Hen,  II, 
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Of  which  Alexander  de  Alno,  who  in  many  records  is  alfo  called  Danno,  this  manor 

Compton-Dando  was  held  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  by  Robert  Burnel,  bifhop  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  lord  chancellor,  and  lord  treafurer  of,  England,  by  the  fervice  of 
a pair  of  gilt  fpurs.''  The  fald  Robert  Burnel  died  A.  D.  1292,  21  Edw.  1.  leaving 
Philip,  his  brother’s  fon,  heir  to  his  eflates. 

Which  Philip  married  Maud,  daughter  of  Richard  earl  of  Arundel,  by  whom  he 
had  iffue  Edward  his  fon  and  heir.  , He  died  22  Edw.  I.  the  year  after  his  uncle  Biflrop 
Robert  Burnel. 

This  Edward,  4 Edw.  II.  was  in  the  expedition  made  into  Scotland,  as  alfo  7 Edw. II. 
being  then  of  the  retinue  of  Bartholomew  de  Badlefmere.  He  was  fummoned  to  par- 
liament by  the  title  of  Lord  Burnel,  from  5 to  8 Edw.  II.  and  dying  9 Edw.  II.  without 
jfllie,  his  lifter  Maud,  the  wife  of  John  de  Handlo,  became  his  heir. 

The  faid  John  de  Handlo  died  feized  of  this  manor,  which  he  held  in  right  of  the  faid 
'Maud  his  wife,  20  Edw.  III.  leaving  a fon  and  heir  Nicholas,  who  was  fummoned  to 
parliament  by  the  appellation  of  Lord  Burnel. 

29  Edw.  III.  this  Nicholas  lord  Burnel  was  in  the  wars  of  France,  and  again  in  the 
33d  year  of  the  fame  reign.  He  died  6 Ric.  II.  leaving  Hugh  lord  Burnel  his  fon 
and  heir. 

Hugh  lord  Burnel  was  knight  of  the  garter  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  with  whom  he 
ilood  in  fuch  high  efteem,  that  he  was  conftituted  chief  governor  of  feveral  caftles  in 
Wales  during  the  rebellion  in  that  principality.  4 Edw.  V.  Edward  his  fon  being 
then  dead,  he  entered  into  articles  of  agreement  with  Sir  Walter  Hungerford,  knt.  for 
the  marriage  of  Margery,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  Edward  his  faid  fon,  to 
Edmund  Hungerford,  efq;  fon  of  the  faid  Sir  Walter.*  Which  marriage  took  efFeft, 
and  after  the  death  of  Hugh  lord  Burnel,  8 Edw.  V.  Edmund  Hungerford  came  to  the 
pofleflion  of  this  manor.'' 

From  him  it  lineally  defcended  to  Sir  John  Hungerford,  Sir  Anthony,  John,  and 
Thomas  Hungerford,  who  fold  it  in  1567  to  Matthew  Smyth,  of  Long-Aftiton,  efq; 
whofe  great  grandfon  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  fold  the  fame  in  1664  to  Alexander 
Popham,  efq;  in  whofe  family  it  has  continued  ever  fince,  being  now  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Popham,  relift  of  the  late  Francis  Popham,  of  Houndftreet  in  the  parifli  of 
Markfbury,  efq. 

33  Edw.  I.  Peter  Fitz-Robert  granted  one  meftuage  and  ten  acres  of  land  in 
Compton-Dando  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bath.' 

48  Edw.  III.  Thomas  the  fon  and  heir  of  Richard  de  la  Ryvere  held  the  manor  of 
Severyswyke,  or  Sewardswick,  juxta  Compton-Dando,  of  Thomas  the  fon  of 
Edmund  de  Lyons.  And  Emma  the  wife  of  the  faid  Richard  held  for  her  life  one 
meflliage  and  one  yard-land  in  Compton  called  Grubbeswyke."*  Thefe  lands  de- 
fcended to  Richard  Priour  of  Widcombe,  who  married  Thomafia,  a fifter  of  the  faid 
Richard  de  la  Ryvere,  and  in  the  time  of  Edw.  IV.  were  held  by  Edward  Brooke  lord 

* Efc.  ' Dugd.  Bar.  ii,  62.  Efc.  8 Hen.  V.  ‘ Inq.  ad  quod  Damn.  Efc. 
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Cobham.  44  Eliz.  Sewardfwick  belonged  to  George  Young,  efqj  and  is  now  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Popham. 

Part  of  the  hamlet  of  Wollard  lies  within  this  parilh  weftward.  It  was  anciently 
die  poffeflion  of  the  Lords  Botreaux  and  Hungerford. 

Through  this  parilh  runs  that  ancient  boundary  called  Wansdike,  and  there  is  a 
field  belonging  to  Mrs.  Popham,  the  lady  of  the  manor,  which  to  this  day  preferves 
its  name. 

The  church,  valued  in  1292  at  one  hundred  Ihillings,"  was  appropriated  to  the  priory 
of  Bath.  It  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bedminfter.  The  bilhop  of 
Bath  and  Wells  is  patron  j and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gyllett  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  parilh  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  conlills  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north 
aile,  with  a tower  at  the  well  end  containing  five  bells. 

In  the  chancel  are  memorials  to  feveral  vicars  of  this  parilh,  viz.  Richard  Davis, 
buried  June  19,  1637.  John  Newman,  who  died  Aug.  1664,  ast.  40.  Nathaniel 
Till-Adam,  who  died  Jan.  4,  A.  D.  1692,  tet.  62. 

A.  D.  1727.  Mr.  John  Newman,  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  plumber,  gave  to  the 
poor  of  this  parilh  twenty-fix  pounds,  the  interell  thereof  to  be  given  in  bread  on  St. 
John’s  and  St.  Peter’s  days,  yearly  for  ever,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of 
this  parilh,  to  thofe  poor  that  frequent  divine  fervice  at  this  church.” 

Confiderable  lands  in  this  parilh,  in  Saltford,  and  in  other  parilhes,  belong  to  the 
church,  for  repairs  and  other  parochial  ufes. 

” Taxat.  Spiritual. 


FARMBOROUGH. 

This  village,  anciently  written  Ferenberge^  is  fituated  on  the  turnpike-road  from 
Bath  to  Wells,  eight  miles  dillant  from  the  former,  and  eleven  from  the  latter, 
in  a vale  watered  by  a little  llream,  formed  by  a fpring  which  rifes  in  Barrow-Hill  near 
Glutton,  and  runs  into  the  Avon  near  Twiverton  by  Bath.  The  land  of  this  parilli  is 
chiefly  pafture.  There  is  a large  coal-work  here,  about  a mile  .fouthwell  from  the 
church,  called  Haygrove,  long  noted  for  admirable  fuel. 

The  Bifhop  ofCoutances  held  the  manor  of  Ferenberge,  and  William  of  the 
**  Bifliop.  Edric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The 
arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  four 
« villanes,  and  three  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There  are  feventy-feven  acres  of 
“ meadow,  and  feventy-four  acres  of  paflufe.  It  was  and  is  worth  four  pounds. 

"To 
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To -this 'manor ^are  added  five  hides.  ,held  them  in  the  time  of  King 

Edward  for  oi>e  manor,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  catucates. 

Nigel  holds  them,  of  the  Biihop.  In  dernefne  are  .two  carucates,  with  one  fervant, 

and  one  villane,  and  five'cottagers.  There  are  feventy-feven  acres  of.meadoWj  and 

Ceventy-four  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  four  pounds.’^* 

In  veiy  early  days  this  manor  had  owners  of  its  name,  of  whom  William  de  Feme- 
berge  v/as  living  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  and  then  gave  lands  in  Farmborough  to  the 
abbey  ofKeynfham^  . ' 

For  many  fuccelTive  reigns  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Stafford,  of  Hooke  in  the 
county  of  Dorfet.  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford,  knt.  held  it  with  Glutton,  46  Edw.  III. 
by  the  fervice  of  two  knights’  fees.'’  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford,  knt.  ftiled  tlie  elder,  or 
■with  the  filver  hand,  his  fon  and  heir,  died  feized  of  the  fame  i Henry  V.  It  was  then 
held  of  the  King,  as  of  his  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  as  of  his  manor  of  Trowbridge,  by 
knight’s  fervice.*’ 

To  him  fucceeded  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford,  jun.  knt.  his  fon  and  heir,  who  died  20 
Hen.  VI.  leaving  iffue  Sir  William  Stafford,  who  died  feized  of  Farmborough,  28  Hen. 
VI.  and  -was  fucceeded  therein  by  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford,  knt.  of  Southwick  in  the 
county  of  Hants;  -who  2 Edw.  IV.  was  fummoiied  to  parliament  as  a baron;  and  4 
Edw.  IV.  was  created  Lord  Stafford  of  Southwick ; and  for  his  fervices  to  the  crown 
was  9 Edw.  IV.  advanced  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Devon.  ' By  his  will,  dated  3 Edw.  IV. 
lie  bequeathed  Ijis  /body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary  at  Glaflonbury,  and 
appointed  the  wardens  of  the  grey  friars  in  Exeter,  for  the  falvation  of  his  foul,  to  go  to 
every  parlfh  church  in  the  feveral  counties  of  Somerfet,  Dorfet,  Wilts,  Devon,  and 
Cornwall,  and  there  fay  a fermon.  He  did  not  long  enjoy  his  lands  or  his  title;  for 
9 Edw.  IV.  on  an  expedition  againfl  the  northern  rebels,  having  forfaken  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  by  his  defertion  occafioned  a vidory  to  the  enemy,  the  King  direded 
his  letters  to  the  flieriffs  of  Somerfet  and  Devon,  commanding  them  forthwith  to 
apprehend  the  Earl,  and  put  him  to  death.  Whereupon,  making  fearch  for  him,  they 
found  him  in  an  obfcure  place  near  Brent,  and  carrying  him  thence  to  Bridgwater,  cut 
voff  his  head,  Aug  ly,  9 Edw.  IV.  after  which  jhis  body  was  buried  according  to  his 
will  in  the  abbey-church  of  Glaflonbury,  under  an  arch  of  the  fouth  tranfept. 

Upon  his  death  the  manor  came  by  a coheirefs  to  the  family  of  Willoughby;  and 
after  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Willoughby,  was  granted  by  the  King  to  Percival 
Thirlevalle  and  his  heirs  male.'' 

By  the  inquifition  xalcen  after  the  death  of  Humphrey  Stafford  earl  of  Devon,  it 
appears  that  this  manor  and  the  advowfon  of  the  churchy  were  held  of  John  Selwood, 
^bbot  of  Glaflonbury.' 

In  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  was  veiled  in  the  family  of  St.  Loe. 

A fecond  manor  in  Farmborough,  anciently  called  Fryenborough  manor,  but  now^ 
B^irrow-Hill  Farnij  belonged  to  St.  John’s  hofpital  without  Redcliff-Gate  in  Brifiol, 

’ Lib.  Domefdjy.  Lib.  Feed.  * Efc,  " Harl,  MSS.  433,  ziou  ' Efc.  roEdw.  IV. 
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and  after  the  diffolution  was  granted  April  29,  36  Henry  VIII.  to  George  Owen,  efqj 
fervant  to  the  King,  who  3 June,  38  Henry  VIII.  fold  it  to  John  Bulb,  ofWiltlhire, 
cfq;  and  his  heirs.  John  Bulh,  grandfon  of  the  faid  John  Bufh,  5 Eliz.  conveyed  the 
fame  tO'M'atthew  Smyth,  of  Long-Afhton,  efqj  whofe  great  grandfon  Sir  Hugh  Smyth^^ 
bart,  fold  it  with  Compton-Dando,  in  the  year  1664,  to  Alexander  Popham,  efq;  an- 
ceftor  of the  late  Francis  Popham,  efqj  whoft  relift  Mrs.  Popham  is  the  prefent  pofTefTor 
of  the  manor  of  Farmborough. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bedminfter.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Gunning  is  the  patron  and  incumbent. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  All-Saints,  is  a fmall  building,  and  confifts  of  a nave^ 
chancel,  veftry-room,  and  porch.  A tower  at  the  weft  end  contains  fix  bells. 

On  a fmall  mural  monument  near  the  communion-table  is  this  infcription : 

“ Subtus  jacet  Solomon  Pages  Gallus,  generofis  parentibus  ortus  Anno  Domini 
1653,  in  ecclefise  reformatse  Caftello  Thierenfis  regimine,  patri  fuo  Johanni,  dignilfimo 
et  vigilantilfimo  paftori  fucceffit  Anno  Dom.  1681.  Pro  vera  puraque  Chrifti  fide  op- 
opprelfus,  vigente  papiftica  perfecutione  Ipoliatus,  tandemque  patria  exul,  in  Magnam 
Britanniam  proveftus  eft,  ubi  faluberrimum  portum  invenit  Anno  Dom.  1685.  Ad 
facros  ordines  ecclefias  Anglicanas  diac.  et  prefbyt.  admiflus,  vicarius  ecclefis  parochialis 
de  Old-Windfor  comit.  Berks  inftitutus  Anno  Dom.  1686.  Denique  ecclefias  hujufce 
parochialis  de  Farmborough  reftor  inftitutus  Anno  Dom.  1693.  Obijtji  Oft.  Anno 
Dom.  1725,  aetatis  fuas  72. 

“ Dans  animam  coelo]  reddidit  olTa  folo.” 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  wall: “ Underneath  lieth  the  body  of  Lucy,  relift 

of  Solomon  Pages,  late  reftor  of  this  parifli.  She  died  Oft.  i,  1745,  aged  76  years.’" 

On  a fmall  brafs.  plate  in  the  floor: — Here  lies  the  body  of  Mary,  daughter  of 
Solomon  Pages,  reftor  of  this  parilh,  born  Jan.  20,  1703,  died  May  21,  1724*” 

On  a ftone  adjoining: “ Here  lieth  the  body  of  Anne,  daughter  of  Solomon 

Pages,  late  reftor  of  this  parilh.  She  died  July  3,  1746,  aged  40  years. 

On  another  ftone: In  memory  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ifaac  Pages,  A.  M.  vicar  of 

Compton-Dando,  and  reftor  of  Burnet,  who  died  Jan.  6,  1780,  aged  70.” 

On  a flat  ftone  to  the  right  of  the  communion-table: H.  S.  E.  Gulielmus 

Aris,  hujusce  parochiae  nuper  reftor,  necnon  de  Shepton-Mallet  fidelis  paftor:  ob  exi- 
mium  temperantias  fpecimen;  fanaticorum  invidia  mter  ecclefiae  Anglicans  heroes 
invincibilisi  inter  cathedralis  Wellenfis  prebendarios  lumen  maxime  inobfcurum;  inter 
regios  apud  claflem  fniniftros,  decus  et  ornamentum;  maritorum  chariflimus;  fratrum 
amantiffimus j amicorum  optimusj  obijt  Septembris  8,  anno  Dom.  1693,  set.  fuse  39.” 

On  another  flat  ftone: “ Qu^ris  viator,  quis  fub  hoc  marmore  jacet?  Sunt  ex- 

uviae Gulielmi  Ambrofe,  hujus  ecclefiae  parochialis  nuper  reftoris  digniflimi.  In  pef- 
fimis  temporibus  fide,  in  optimum  principem  et  ecclefiam  incuria — a rebeliibus  faepe 
oppreflfus,  deviftus  nunquami  diem  obijt  7°  Maij  Anno  Dom.  1683,  setatis  fus  67°.” 
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This  parlfli  lies  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  hundred,  diftant  feven  miles  from  Bath, 
and  twelve  from  Eriftol,  comprifing  a village  meanly  built,  and  a hamlet  called 
Houndstreet.  About  half  a mile  northeaftward  of  the  church  Hands  Wingsbury-Hillj 
a confiderable  eminence,  on  which  formerly  ftood  a chapel,  longfince  demolifliedj  but 
die  traces  and  foundations  thereof  are  vifible.  This  parifh  abounds  with  fine  black 
and  blue  marie,  which  is  much  ufed  by  the  farmers  on  their  paftures,  of  which  the 
lands  moftly  confift.  , 

The  accounts  of  this  parifh  are  of  a very  early  date.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  926, 
King  Athelftan  gave  to  Duke  Athelm,  his  fon,  the  manor  of  Merkejburie,  confifting  of 
ten  hides,  and  he  afterwards  beftowed  it  on  the  abbey  of  Glaftonbury.*  In  the  Danifh 
wars  the  abbey  loft  pofleflion  of  it  j but  King  Edgar  again  reftored  it  about  A.  D.  963.'’ 
After  which  the  abbey  enjoyed  it  uninterruptedly  till  the  Conqueft,  when  the  King’s 
commifiioners  returned  the  following  account : 

The  church  itfelf  holds  Mercesberie.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for 
ten  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  four  hides  and 
a half,  and  there  are  two  carucates,  and  five  fervants,  and  fix  villanes,  and  five  cot- 
tagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  are  nineteen  acres  of  meadow,  and  forty  acres  of  " 
wood.  It  is  worth  ten  pounds. 

“ Of  this  land  a thane  holds  two  hides  and  a half.  It  is  worth  twenty  fhillings. 
Ofwald  held  it  in  the  time  &f  King  Edward,  and  it  could  not  be  feparated  from  the 
church.”"  ' 

In  1293  the  temporalities  of  the  abbey  here  were  valued  at  15I.  los.'  The  abbot 
had  a charter  of  free  w'arren  in  his  lands  within  this  manor  by  grant  of  King  Edward 
the  third.'  The  fame  monaftery  continued  in  pofiTeffion  of  the  manors  of  Markfbury 
and  Hunftreet  (which  laft  was  the  two  hides  and  a half  held  by  the  thane,  mentioned 
in  the  Norman  furvey)  till  its  diffolution  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  when,  by  a furvey 
taken  by  order  of  the  crown,  they  were  returned  as  follows: 

Rentes  of  ajfije  and  cujiomary  tenanntes. 

The  rentes  of  affife  and  cuftomarye  tenanntes,  apperteyning  unto  the  faid  mannor, 
with  the  workes  and'  cuftomes  whiche  by  tenure  of  theire  landes  they  are  bounde  to  doe, 
nre  of  the  yerely  value  of  16I.  4s.  5|d. 

“ Demaynes. 

The  demayne  landes  belonging  unto  the  fame  manour  are  lefton  out  by  indenture 
ibr  terme  of  yeres,  for  the  fome  of  81.  13s.  6d. 

* Gull.  Malmef.de  Antiq.  Glafton.  Ecdes.  ^ Ibid.  . * Lib.  Domefday. 

“ Taxat.  Temporal.  * Cart.  4 Edw.  III.  n.  87. 

Terquyfites 


iBiegnftamO 


MARKSBURY. 


427 


Pef^uyfttes  of  courtes  and  fynes. 

The  profittes  comming  of  the  perquyfites  of  courtes,  fynes  of  landes,  and  other 
cafualties,  are  this  yere  anfwered  in  the  bokes  of  accompts  at  4I.  4s.  6d. 

Able  men  to  ferve  the  King. 

Alfo  there  be  within  the  fame  lordefliipes  able  men,  to  doe  the  King  fervyce,  to 
the  nombre  of  17. 


Woodes. 

Alfo  there  are  apperteynyng  unto  the  faide  mannor,  certayne  woodes,  called  Hay- 
wood, Newoode,  and  the  Common,  fet  with  okes  and  afshes  of  dyvers  kyndes,  the 
acres  whereof  cannot  be  efteemed,  for  they  growe  in  plotts,  valued  at  this  furvey  to  be 
worth  106I.  19s.  8d.  whereof  may  be  made  a yerely  wood  fale  of  60s, 

Common. 

Alfo  there  is  a common,  apperteynyng  unto  the  fayde  lordelhipe,  wherein  the 
tenanntes  may  put  in  their  catle,  at  theire  pleafures,  conteynyng  i myle.”^ 

After  the  diffolution  the  manors  of  Markfbury  and  Hunftreet,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  church  of  Markfbury,  were  granted  to  Richard  Watkins,  alias  Vaughan,  35  Henry 
VIII.  and  now  both  manors  belong  to  Mrs.  Popham,  whofe  feat  is  at  Houndftreet, 
where  the  late  Francis  Popham,  efq;  erefted  a very  large  and  elegant  manfion,  which 
was  not  finifhed  before  his  death.  It  ftands  on,  or  nearly  on  the  fcite  of  the  old  manor 
houfe  of  the  abbots  of  Glaftonbury,  which  was  built  by  John  Chinnock,  abbot  of 
Glaftonbury,  containing  a chapel  dedicated  to  the  honour  of  St.  Nicholas,  a hall,  cham- 
bers, buttery,  kitchen,  with  a houfe  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hall,  called  the  Yatehoufe, 
and  a large  liable,  and  other  proper  out-houfes,  orchard,  barton,  &c.  The  manor- 
houfe  was  environed  with  a great  moat,  filled  by  a rivulet,  and  furrounded  on  all  fides 
with  oak  pales,  containing  near  two  acres  in  circumference.®  The  park  adjoining  to 
this  houfe  was  defervedly  efteemed  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  county. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter  j the  gift  is  in  Mrs. 
Popham,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  In  1192,  this  benefice 
was  taxed  at  lOOs.''  The  parfonage-houfe  has  lately  been  rebuiltj  and  in  digging  for 
the  foundations  in  1781,  two  Ikeletons  were  found,  near  one  of  which  was  a large  glafs 
bead.  It  commands  a fine  profpedt  to  the  north. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  and  confifts  of  one  aile,  and  a tower  containing 
four  bells. 


In  the  chancel  is  a handfome  ftone  tofnb,  inkid  with  black  and  white  marble,  and 

infcribed  on  the  front  as  follows; “ To  the  memory  of  Francis  Popham,  efqj  eldeft 

fon  of  Edward  Popham,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  feveral  parliaments  for  the  county 
of  Wilts;  defcended  from  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Popham,  and  heir  to  the  fortunes  as  well  as 
to  the  virtues  of  a family  diftinguilhed  by  its  attachment  to  the  intereft  of  their  country. 

*■  Return  of  the  Purveyors  printed  in  Langtoft’s  Chronicle. 

* Ter.  Ric.  Beere,  Abb.  Glafton.  in  Joh.  Glafton.  Hift.  ii.  354.  I*  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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This  monument  is  €re(5ted  by  his  widow,  in  tefl;imony,-of  her  affection.  Ob.  4 Feb. 
1779,  aet.  45.”  Arms,  Or,  on  a chief  guleSi  two  bucks’-heads  caboffed  of  the  field. 

Over  the.  communion-table  is  a ftone  10  the  memory  of  William  Counfell,  fome- 
time  redor  of  this  parifh,  who  died  April  25,  A.  D.  1674. 

Another  monument  perpetuates  the  memory  of  William  Waddon,  alfo  redtor,  who 
died' 16.82,  aged  55. 


P U B L O W 

IS  a large  village,  fituated  in  a fine  rich  vale,  on  the  river  Chew,  over  which  there  is 
a ftone  bridge  in  the  hamlet  of  Wollard,  where  it  divides  this  parifli  from  that  of 
Compton- Dando.  The  latter  fyllable  of  this  place’s  name,  which  ufed  to  be  written 
Lawe^  fignifies  a little  hill,  and  anfwers  to  the  Latin  tumulus -y  both  terms  being  intended 
to  fpecify  the  fepulchre  of  fome  great  perfons.  And  confidering  the  many  notable 
tranfadtions  which  muft  have  occurred  on  that  ancient  Belgick  boundary  TVanJdikey 
which  traverfes  this  parilh,  and  the  number  of  people  that  muft  have  periftied  in  arms 
thereon,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  in  thefe  parts  were  depofited  a multitude  of 
bodies  of  departed  heroes,  fufficient  to  diftinguilh  the  afylum  of  their  fepulchres. 

Its  name  however  does  not  occur  in  the  book  called  Domefday,  having,  with  regard 
to  its  landed  concerns,  been  blended  and  intermingled  with  other  manors.  It  anciently 
was  part  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter,  and  Gilbert  de  Clare,  one  of  the  lords  thereof 
founded  within  this  parifh,  about  the  year  1228,  a hermitage  or  cell,  wliich  from  its 
founder  was  denominated  Clarelewe.'  In  the  time  of  King  John  this  place  became  the 
property  of  the  great  family  of  St.  Loe,  or  de  San^a  Laudoy  lords  of  Newton  in  this 
county.*’  J3y  which  family  this  manor,  with  Pensford  and  Wollard,  was  held  of  the 
honour  of  Gloucefter  for  many  fucceflive  reigns,  till  it  came  into  the  family  of 
Botreaux,  and  from  them  pafTed  by  an  heirefs  to  the  Hungerfords,  and  afterwards  in 
like  manner  to  the  houfe  of  Haftings  earls  of  Huntingdon."  In  the  fchedule  of  Mary, 
the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Thomas  lord  Hungerford,  and  afterwards  wife  to  Edward 
lord  Haftings,  the  manors  of  Publow  and  Pensford  are  alTerted  at  the  yearly  value  of 
43J.  2s.  6d.j‘‘  and  in  the  inquifition  taken  after  the  deceafe  of  George  earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon, fon  of.Edward  lord  Haftings,  21  July,  36  Hen.  VIIL  the  manors  of  Pensford 
and  Publow,  valued  at  40I.  are  certified  to  be  held  of  the  king,  as  of  the  honour  of 
Gloucefter,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee."  13  Eliz.  Publow  and  Pensford  were 
in  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Becher,  knt.  and  they  now  belong  to  Mrs.  Popham. 

The  church  of  Publow  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  old  taxations:  it  is  an  iiupro- 
priate  curacy  in  the  deanery  of  Redclilf  and  Bedminfter.  ' Mr.  Peter  Cox,  of  Wrington, 
is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams  the  prefent  incumbent. 

••  MS.  Ter.  etap.  Cart.  Antiq.  Lib.  Feod.  et  Rot.  Pip.  ‘ Efc.  Dugd.  Bar.  iL  211. 

® Inq.  poftmort.  Geo.  Comit.  Hunt.  capt.  ap.  Crokehorne,  21  Jul.  36  Hen.  VIII. 
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' The  church  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints  j and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  two  fide 
. ailes.  At  the  weft  end  ftands  a very  handfome  tower,  containing  fix  mufical  bells. 
There  is  nothing  particular  in  the  church. 


PENSFORD, 

(Sometimes  called  Publow-Saint-Thomas,  on  account  of  its  being  a chapelry  thereto, 
and  the  dedication  of  its  Saint) 

IS  a fmall  but  ancient  market-town,  the  market  whereof  is  on  Tuefday;  it  is  feparated 
from  the  principal  part  of  Publow  by  the  little  river  Chew,  which  runs  acrofs  the 
ftreet,  and  has  over  it  an  old  ftone  bridge  of  three  arches. 

The  town  confifts  of  a few  ordinary  houfes;  but  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  a fine  woody 
vale,  almoft  furroimded  with  fmall  hills,  well  cultivated,  and  having  on  their  fides 
feveral  hanging  orchards,  which  form  a pleafmg  rural  fcene  from  every  part  of  the  town. 

About  two  or  three  centuries  ago  it  was  reckoned  a praty  market  townlet,  occu- 
pied with  clothinge.  Browne  of  London  yn  Limeftrete  was  owner  of  it.  The  towne 
ftood  much  by  clothinge.”*  It  has  dreadfully  decayed  fince  that  time,  and  now,  bereft 
of  the  benefit  of  trade,  many  of  the  houfes  are  fallen  into  ruins. 

Dr.  Stukely'’  tells  us,  that  its  name  is  derived  from  two  Britifh  words  Pen-IJcy  figni- 
fying  the  head  of  the  river,  being  near  the  fource  of  the  river  Chew.  It  was  a common 
ufage  with  our  anceftors  to  pay  a facred  reverence  to  the  fountains  of  rivers,  and  they 
were  frequently  fought  for  on  religious  occafions,  upon  a confidence  that  a divinity  muft 
neceffarily  refide  where  fo  beneficial  an  element  took  its  rife. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St,  Thomas  Becket,  and  is  a neat  modern  edifice,  con- 
fifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  fouth  aile,  and  a tower  at  the  weft  end,  more  ancient  than  the 
reft  of  the  ftru<ftur6. 

There  formerly  ftood  a chapel  at  a place  called  Borough-Banky  which  was  demolifhed 
-in  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  and  its  materials  appropriated  to  feme  private  ufe. 

There  was  alfo  a chantry  here  founded  by  one  of  the  St.  Loes. 

Mr.  William  Sage  gave  ten  fliillings  for  a fermon  to  be  preached  in  this  church  on 
Palm-Sunday,  and  twenty  fhillings  to  the  poor  not  receiving  alms,  yearly  for  ever; 
payable  four  days  before  Palm-Sunday,  by  the  churchwardens  of  St.  James’s  in  Briftol, 

**  Mr.  Thomas  Maggs  gave  out  of  his  eftate  called  the  Farm,  los.  for  a fermon  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  los.  to  the  poor  not  receiving  alms,  yearly  for  ever. 

Mr.  John  Silk  gave  to  the  poor  not  receiving  alms  five  fhillings  in  bread,  payable 
on  St.  John’s-day  yearly  for  ever,  out  of  a clofe  of  ground  called  Little-Field.” 

* Lei.  Itin.  vii.  104.  I«n.  Cur.  ii.  169. 
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P RISTON  lies  in  the  foutheaft  angle  of  the  hundred,  and  derived  its  name  from 
the  Saxon  Ppeoy’r,  a prieft,  and  ron,  a town.  Its  fituation  is  on  a rifing  ground, 
in  a woody  vale,  through  which  a little  brook,  rijing  on  Barrow-Hill,  winds  its  way 
towards  the  Avon.  About  a mile  weftward  from  the  church  is  a pleafing  eminence 
called  Prifsbarrowy  from  which  a fine  and  extenfive  profped  opens  to  the  fouth,  weft, 
and  north,  over  a richly  cultivated  country,  intermingled  with  hill  and  dale,  clofely 
vefted  with  wood. 

The  firft  account  we  have  of  this  place  commences  at  a very  early  period.  The 
pious  King  Athelftan,  (whofe  reign  is  rendered  memorable  to  pofterity  by  the  Saxon 
tranfiation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures; — a work  evincing  the  charadter  of  that  monarch,  the 
learning  of  his  prelates,  and  the  foftnefs  of  the  manners  of  that  age,  which,  though  em- 
‘brued  in  war,  was  taught  to  raife  the  fuperftrudture  of  conqueft  and  of  fame  on  the 
bafis  of  religion)  among  other  charitable  donations  to  the  monaftery  of  Bath,  founded 
by  his  predeceftbrs  Ofric  and  Offa,  gave  thereto  the  village  of  Prifton,  confifting  of 
ten  manfes;  a benefaftion  favoured  and  countenanced  by  the  fucceeding  monarchs, 
both  before  and  after  the  conqueft  of  England  by  the  Normans.*  In  King  William’s 
furvey  we  have  the  following  account  of  it: 

P'he  land  of  the  church  of  Bade. 

The  church  itfelf  holds  Prisctone.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for 
fix  hides.  The  arable  is  eight  carucates.  Of  which  in  demefne  are  two  hides,  and 
there  is  one  carucate,  and  three  fervants,  and  feven  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with 
“ fix  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  feven  fliillings  and  fix-pence  rent,  and  twenty  acres 
of  meadow,  and  fourfeore  acres  of  pafture.  It  was  and  is  worth  fix  pounds.”" 

In  1293,  the  temporalities  of  the  prior  in  this  place  were  valued  at  one  hundred  and 
ten  fhillings."  Walter,  a prior  of  this  houfe,  procured  of  King  Edw.  I.  a charter  of 
free-warren  in  all  his  lands  within  this  manor,  and  the  neighbouring  one  of  Stanton- 
Prior,'*  and  John  de  Dunfter  had  a confirmation  of  the  fame  grant.' 

After  the  diftblution  this  manor  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  laity,  and  it  is  now  poftefled 
by  William  Davis,  efq;  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  by  Mifs  Jenkins,  the  daughters  of 
William  Jenkins,  efq;  who  purchafed  it  fome  years  fince  of  Lord  Percival. 

The  church  was  valued  in  1292  at  fix  marks  five  ftiillings  and  four-pence.^  It  is  a 
redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Munton  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Luke,  is  a neat  building  of  one  pace,  with  a 
new-built  tower  containing  five  bells. 

* Excerpt,  e Regiil.  Priorat.  Bathon.  MSS.  Lib.  Domefday.  * Taxat.  Temporal. 
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On  the  north  wall  is  an  elegant  monument  of  amber-coloured  marble,  having  thereon 

a white  tablet,  with  this  infcription: “ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of 

William  Jenkins,  of  Prifton,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  28,  1766,  aged  54  years. 
She  was  one  in  whom  no  guile  was  found  j and  filled  all  the  ftations  of  life,  as  daughter, 
wife,  mother,  and  miftrefs,  with  approved  conduft.”. 

In  the  church-yard  is  a remarkably  large  old  yew  tree,  the  body  near  one  and  twenty 
feet  in  circumference. 


SALTFORD, 


Village  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  road  leading  from.  Bath  to  Briftol,  and  on 


the  banks  of  the  river  Avon,  which  divides  it  from  Kelwefton  on  the  eaft,  and 
Bitton  in  Gloucefterfhire  on  the  north.  Its  name  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  derived 
from  there  having  been  a ford  through  the  river  at  this  place,  at  a time  when  the  tide 
from  Briftol  flowed  above  this  parilh.  The  lands  are  in  general  pretty  good,  being 
a loamy  fand,  and  a ftone  rulh.  There  is  plenty  of  ftonc,  wherein  many  folTil  fliells 
are  found  of  the  oyfter,  carduum,  venus,  and  peften  fpecies.  The  wood  is  chiefly 
elm,  and  in  feveral  of  the  orchards  between  the  turnpike  road  and  the  Avon,  the  apple- 
trees  are  loaded  with  the  vijcum,  or  mifleltoe,  in  a very  uncommon  manner. 

The  manor  of  Saltford  was  one  of  thofe  many  which  were  originally  annexed  to  the 
honour  of  Gloucefter,  and  was  held  thereof  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  and  Edw.  I.  by 
the  family  of  Bayoufe,  and  afterwards  by  the  BaflTets  and  the  Rodneys  5 which  laft  family 
polTelTed  it  from  the  reign  of  Edw.  I.  to  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth  inclufive.® 

It  is  now  the  property  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Chandos. 

The  church,  valued  in  1292  at  fix  marks  and  a half,'’  is  re£torial  in  the  deanery  of 
Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  Duke  of  Chandos;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Davies  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  ftrudture,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  having  one  aile,  with  a 
clumfy  tower  at  the  weft  end  containing  one  bell. 

On  the  left  hand  of  the  communion-table,  is  a monument  of  white  veined  marble, 

infcribed, “ To  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Haviland  John  Hiley,  who  was  recftor 

of  this  parilh  42  years;  and  alfo  to  the  memory  of  Eleanor  his  wife,  both  interred  near 
this  place.  They  were  eminent  examples  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  exaft  in  perform- 
ing their  duty  to  God,  their  neighbour,  and  themfelves.  He  died  Sept.  27,  I754> 
aged  65  years;  Ihe  Feb.  13,  1770,  aged  82.” 

. There  are  alfo  divers  memorials  to  the  families  of  Richmond,  Purnell,  Flower, 
Hunt,  and  .Browning.” 


* Efc.  Var. 
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STANTON-DREW, 

(Originally  called  Stantone,  and  Stantune,  from  8rean,  a ftone,  and  ton,  a town,  and 
additionally  Stanton-Drew,  from  its  ancient  lords.) 

Stands  between  Pensford  and  Chew-Magna,  equidiftant  from  bothj  whence  the 
common  proverbial  rhyme: 

Stanton-Drew, 

" A mile  from  Pensford,  and  another  from  Chew.’* 

It  is  htuated  in  the  fouthweft  angle  of  the  hundred,  in  a fine  rich,  wooded,  and  well- 
cultivated  country.  The  lands  are  moftly  pafture,  and  very  good,  being  a reddifii 
ftrong  loam,  loofened  by  a little  fand.  Elm  is  the  principal  timber,  which  flourifties 
here  in  great  luxuriance. 

The  river  Chew  walhes  this  parilh,  and  runs  under  a ftone  bridge  northward  from 
the  church  in  its  way  to  Pensford;  The  road  to  that  town  from  Chew  pafles  to  the 
north  of  this  river,  and  in  the  road  lies  an  immenfe  ftone  called  UautvilW s-Coit^  (a  name 
it  has  fuftained  for  many  ages)  and  is  by  tradition  reported  to  have  been  thrown  hither 
by  that  gigantick  champion  Sir  John  Hautville,  from  Mays-Knolle-Hill,  upwards  of 
a mile  diftant,  the  place  of  his  abode.  The  tump  on  that  hill  is  alfo  affirmed  to  have 
been  the  cleanings  of  the  fame  man’s  fpades  and  fo  confident  are  the  common  people 
of  the  reality  of  the  manoeuvre,  that  a farm-houfe  erefted  of  late  years  near  the  coit, 
was  diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of  Hautville’s-Coit  Farm,  which  doubtlefs  it  will  pre- 
ferve  till  records  are  no  more.  This  ftone  was  formerly  of  vaft  magnitude,  being 
computed  to  have  weighed  upwards  of  thirty  tons  5 but  the  waggon  loads  of  fragments 
that  have  been  broken  from  it  at  different  times,  for  the  purpofe  of  mending  the  roads, 
have  diminilhed  its  confequence  as  to  bulk  and  appearance,  though  not  as  to  antiquity 
or  the  defign  of  its  eredion  j for  it  was  part  of  a very  remarkable  monument  of  anti- 
quity, which  has  diftinguiflied  this  parifh  for  many  ages,  and  has  diverted  the  fteps  of 
many,  a traveller. 

It  ftands  in  an  inclofure  northeaftward  from  the  church,  and  confifts  of  the  remains 
of  four  aflfemblages  of  huge  ponderous  ftones,  forming  two  circles,  an  oblong,  and  an 
eliipfis.  The  firft,  or  largeft  circle,  part  of  which  is  croflfed  by  an  old  hedge-row,  is 
weftward  from  the  other  parts,  and  is  three  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  compofed  of 
fourteen  large  ftones,  fome  of  which  are  fallen  and  lie  flat  upon  the  ground  j the  fecond 
circle  eaftward  is  eighty-four  feet  in  diameter,  and  confifts  of  eight  ftones;  the  oblong, 
confifting  of  five  ftones,  ftands  between  the  two  circles,  but  rather  inclining  to  the 
fouth;  and  at  the  foutheaft  extremity  of  all  is  the  eliipfis,  which  is  forty  feet  in  length, 
and  has  feven  ftones,  one  of  them  placed  as  it  were  centrically,  and  out  of  the  line  of 
arrangement.  The  ftones  which  form  the  fecond  or  inner  circle  are  the  largeft;  one  of 
thofe  on  the  weft  fide  being  nine  feet  high,  and  twenty-two  feet  in  circumference,  and 
would  upon  a calculation  weigh  upwards  of  fifteen  tons.  It  feems  to  be  a compofition 
of  pebbles,  grit,  and  other  concrete  matter,  and  never  to  have  been  hewn  from  the  rock. 
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This  part,  though  in  itfelf  immenfe,  and  occupying  a large  extent  of  ground,  appears 
to  be  only  the  centre  of  the  ftupendous  building.  Doubtlefs  there  were  many  avenues 
to  it,  and  Hautville’s-coit  feems  to  have  ferved  as  part  of  a portal  to  one  of  them 
There  were  alfo  other  outworks,  one  of  which,  confifting  of  three  prodigious  ftones, 
placed  in  a triangular  form,  ftill  remains  on  a fmall  eminence,  in  an  orchard  belonging 
to  Mr.  Fowler,  fouthweft  from  the  church.  Two  of  thefe  ftones  are  ftanding;  the 
largeft  meafuring  ten  feet  in  height,  and  fix  feet  and  a half  in  width  j the  one  that  is 
fallen  is  fourteen  feet  long,  and  eight  feet  wide.^ 

Dr.  Stukeley  calls  this  laft-mentioned  monument Cove\  and,  with  other  antiqua- 
rians, contends  that  the  whole  of  this  fingular  work,  as  well  as  Stonehenge  and  Abury 
in  Wiltftiire,  was  a temple  eredted  by  the  Britifti  Druids.^  And  Wood,  in  his  account 
of  Bath,  refers  it  to  the  Pythagorean  planetary  fyftem,  adopted  by  the  fame  people, 
who,  according  to  fome  writers,  profelTed  to  underftand  not  only  the  form  and  magni- 
tude of  the  univerfe  in  general,  and  of  the  earth  in  particular,  but  alfo  the  courfes  of 
the  ftars,  and  their  feveral  revolutions,' 

Future  antiquaries  perhaps  will  not  reft  fatisfied  with  either  of  thefe  opinions,  and 
probably  hereafter  the  pen  of  fome  able  writer,  confidering  the  vicinity  of  JVanJdikey, 
will  more  minutely  trace  its  origin,  and  define  it  a trophy  intended  to  commemorate 
fome  fignal  victory  obtained  on  that  important  rampart,  where  fo  much  blood  was 
Ihed  by  the  arms  of  Britons  and  Ceitick  barbarians.  The  many  camps,  rampires, 
military  ways,  and  ancient  reliques,  that  we  fee  in  this  part  of  the  country,  are  fo  many 
indications  of  that  contending  fpirit  which  once  animated  the  warlike  inhabitants  to 
defend  their  property  againft  the  invafions  and  aflfaults  of  foreigners.'*  The  common 
people  call  this  relique  '^he  Weddings  from  a tradition  that  as  a woman  was  going  along 
to  be  married,  flie  and  all  her  attendants  were  at  once  converted  into  ftones,  and  that 
it  is  an  impiety  to  attempt  reckoning  their  number. 

There  is  within  the  precindls  of  this  parifti,  and  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  ftones 
above  defcribed,  an  ancient  village  called  Bellutons  but  formerly  Belgetone-,  of  which 
if  we  admit  the  etymology,  that  it  fignifies  the  town  of  the  Belga^  it  will  add  confi- 
derable  weight  to  the  conje<5ture  that  Stantone  arofe  in  cpnfequence  of  the  Belgick 
incurfion. 

We  know  but  little  of  the  landed  hiftory  of  Stanton,  or  its  environs,  before  the 
Norman  Conqueft,  when  it  was  a part  of  that  huge  manor  of  Keynfham  which  included 
within  its  jurifdidion  fo  many  neighbouring  villages  and  hamlets.  It  then  confifted 
of  ten  hides.' 

About  this  time  great  part  of  the  place  began  to  be  pofTeffed  by  a family  who  de- 
rived their  names  from  itj  of  whom  were  Roger,^  William,  and  Hugh  de  Stanton, 
who  all  poffelfed  it,  or  at  leaft  a confiderable  part  of  it,  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Normans.®  Robert  de  Stanton  accounted  for  two  knights’  fees  in  the  time  of  Hen  II.'' 

» Notes  taken  April  9>  1789.  Itin.  Curiof.  ii.  i6g.  ' Defcription  of  Bath,  ii.  148. 

‘ See  vol.  i.  p.  170.  ' See  the  Domefday  extract  in  Keynfham.  *’  Jnquif.  Gheld. 
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and  after  him  came  Gefferey  de  Stanton,  who  had  lands  in  Timfborough,  Stowey,  and 
other  places  in  this  neighbourhood,  8 Henry  III.*  One  of  this  family  bore  the  appella- 
tion of  Drogo,  or  Drew,  de  Stanton,  and  gave  it  his  name  by  way  of  diftinftion  from 
another  parifh  in  this  neighbourhood  called  Stanton-Prior,  and  from  Stanton-Wick^, 
a hamlet  in  this  parifli.  T heir  defeendants  were  chiefly  refident  here,  and  at  Littleton 
in  Wiltfhire.  12  Edw.  III.  Walter  Drew  is  certified  to  hold  half  a knight’s  fee  in 
Stanton,  which  William  de  Stanton  formerly  heldj'‘  and  10  Henry  IV.  the  fame 
moiety,  late  the  property  of  Roger  Drew,  was  held  by  John  de  Montacute  earl  of 
Salilbury.'  Thefe  Drewes  were  nearly  allied  to  the  Dinhams  of  Buckland  and  Gorton,. 

The  family  of  Choke  were  the  fubfequent  pofleflfors  of  this  manor.  25  Henry  VL 
William  Gierke,  fon  and  heir  of  Robert  Gierke,  granted  to  Richard  Choke  of  Stanton- 
Drew,  and  Joan  his  wife,  one  mefliiage  and  one  yard-knd  in  the  village  of  Stanton- 
Drew,  formerly  in  the  tenure  of  John  Watkins.”  And  by  another  deed,  dated  28 
Henry  VI.  Richard  Gierke  of.  Briftol,  granted  to  the  faid  Richard  Choke,  a meflTuage 
in  Stanton  called  Milleplace,  with  a fulling-mill,  ten  acres  of  land,  and  a mefluage  called' 
Selyes"  This  Richard  Choke,  who  was  an  eminent  perfon  in  his  days,  had  a long  fuic 
with  John  Boteler,  concerning  his  right  and  title  to  this  manor,  which  terminated  32. 
Henry  VI.  by  a final  releafe  from  the  laid  John  Boteler  to  the  faid  Richard  Choke,  of 
all  his  right  in  the  manor  of  Stanton-Drew;  in  a meflTuage  there  fituated  called  Chokes,. 
another  called  Prikkes,  a third  called  Milleplace,  a fourth  called  Champneys,  and  a fifth 
called  P'iledhoufe,  in  Playftrete,  with  divers  other  lands  and  tenements.”  This  quit- 
claim was  confirmed  34  Henry  VI.  by  Edith  Sampbroke,  filler  of  the  faid  Joha 
Boteler.’’  This  Richard  Choke  was  afterwards  a knight,  and  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
England,  and  died  feized  of  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  Ric.  III.  Sir  John  Choke,  knt. 
grandfon  of  the  faid  Richard,  conveyed  the  fame  22  Henry  VII.  to  Giles  lord  Daubney. 
After  which  it  came  to  the  poflefTion  of  Sir  John  Cooper,  bart.  who  died  feized  thereof^ 
together  withStanton-Wick,  in  the  year  1631,  leaving  Anthony-Afhley  Cooper  his  fon 
and  heir.  The  manor  is  now  the  property  of  Peter  Coates,  efq. 

The  manor-houfe  is  an  old  venerable  building,  and  was  formerly  embattled,  and 
regularly  fortified. 

The  manor  of  Belluton  or  Belgetone,  was  held  by  Euflace  earl  of  Bulloigne,  as  parcel 
of  the  manor  of  Keynfham;  and  of  him  by  Alured. 

“ Alured  holds  of  the  Earl,  Belgetone.  Tovi  held  it  freely  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  four  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  is 
one  carucate  and  a half,  with  one  fervant,  and  five  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  with 
two  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fifteen  fhillings  rent,  and  twenty-two  acres  of  mea- 
“ dow,  and  twenty  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  four  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs 
broad.  It  was  worth  three  pounds,  now  four  pounds.”’ 

The  manor  of  Belluton  was  poflefled  for  a feries  of  years  by  the  Earls  of  Ormond. 
14  Edw.  III.  Cecilia  de  la  Hay  held  for  the  term  of  her  life  the  manor  of  Belveton  of 

* Cart.  Antiq.  Lib.  Feod.  ‘ Ibid.  Rot.  Claus.  25  Hen.  VI.  “ Rot.  Claus.  28  Hen.  VI. 

“ Rot.  Claus.  32  Hen.  VI.  Rot.  Claus,  34  Hen.  VI.  ^ Lib.  Domefday. 
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-the  King  in  chief  by  the  fervice  of  the  fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee,  remainder  to 
James  le  Boteler  earl  of  Ormond,  and  Eleanor  his  wife/  Which  James  Boteler  died 
-feized  of  the  fame  6 Ric.  II.  leaving  James  his  fon  and  heir  of  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.®  Elizabeth  his  wife  furviving  him  had  this  manor  in  dower.®  James  Butler, 
-the  fifth  earl  of  Ormond,  knight  of  the  garter,  and  lord  treafurer,  was  in  1449  created 
Earl  of  Wiltlhire  by  King  Henry  VI.  But  after  the  battle  of  Towton,  where  Lan- 
cafter  was  defeated,  he  was  attainted  for  high  treafon,  and  was  beheaded  at  Newcaftle 
in  1461.  By  which  attainder  the  manor  of  Belluton  came  to  the  crown,  and  was 
granted  2 Ric.  III.  to  Nicholas  Baker  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  to  hold  during  their 
lives,  or  either  of  them  longer  living."  In  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  John  Bifie, 
merchant  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  was  lord  of  this  manor  j and  in  the  fourteenth  year  of 
that  reign,  fold  it  with  Pensford  and  other  lands  to  Henry  Becher,  citizen  and  haber- 
daftier  of  the  city  of  London.*  It  now  belongs  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams. 

The  church  of  Stanton- Drew  was  appropriated  to  the  church  of  Wells  by  Bifhop 
Robert  Burnell,  and  was  taxed  in  1292  at  eighteen  marks  and  a half;  a penfion  of 
twenty  fhillings  being  paid  out  of  it  to  the  prior  of  Bromere  in  Hampfliire.*®  It  is  a 
vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Redcliff  and  Bedminfter,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  arch- 
deacon of  Bath.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Price  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  confifts  of  a nave,  chancel,  north  and 
fouth  ailes,  fmall  chapel  on  the  north  fide,  and  near  it  a tower,  the  belfry  under  which 
ferves  for  the  principal  entrance  into  the  church. 

In  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a neat  mural  monument  of  ftone,  with  this  in- 

fcription: In  memory  of  Samuel  Prigg,  fifty  years  the  worthy  vicar  of  this  parifh, 

whofe  truly  chriftian  behaviour  procured  him  the  affedlions  of  his  parifhioners,  and  the 
efteem  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  was  conftantly  refident,  and  fo  zealous  a performer 
of  his  duty,  that  even  the  extreme  feverity  of  the  winter  in  1739  could  not  deter  him 
from  perfevering  in  it  though  then  eighty  years  old,  by  which  he  contrafted  an  illnefs 
that  put  a period  to  his  well-fpent  life,  1739-40. 

James  Bernard,  of  Crowcombe  in  this  county,  efq;  his  grandfon,  caufed  this  mo- 
nument, wliich  is  very  unequal  to  his  merits,  to  be  ereAed  to  his  memory,  1777.” 

In  a chapel  on  the  north  fide  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  in- 

fcribed, ‘‘  To  the  memory  of  James  Lyde,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  on  the  12th 

day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1731,  in  the  d id  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Cornelius  Lyde,  efq;  whofe  monument  is  erefted  in  this  aile.  He  was 
bred  to  merchandife  in  the  city  of  Briftol,  and  followed  that  employment  near  thirty 
years  with  great  integrity,7-eputation,  and  fuccefs.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  retired 
to  his  eftate  in  this  parifli,  where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  that  tranquillity 
of  mind  and  general  efteem,  which  are  the  confequence  and  reward  of  an  upright  con- 
du61:  flowing  from  a principle  of  real  piety  and  univerfal  benevolence.  He  married 

' Rot.  Fin.  i4Edw.  III.  ' Efc.  ’ Ibid.  “ Harl.  MS.  433. 
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Martha,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  Michael  Pope,  of  Briftol,  merchant,  by  whom  he 
had  fourteen  children ; of  whom  fix  died  in  their  infancy,  and  are  buried  in  the  parilh 
church  of  St.  James’s  in  that  city;  as  alfo  their  eldeft  fon  Cornelius,  who  died  on  the 
^ipth  of  Jan.  1724,  aged  27.  Their  children  who  lie  buried  in  this  aile  were,  Mary, 
wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Provis,  who  died  Dec.  17,  1730,  aged  26  years;  James,  who 
died  Dec.  25,  1736,  aged  26;  Michael,  who  died  061.  13,  1734,  aged  20 ; Sarah, 
who  died  Jan.  21,  1737,  aged  20;  and  Efther,  who  died  Aug.  19,  1734,  aged  17  years, 
Martha,  his  relidt,  eredled  this  monument  to  his  memory  in  the  year  1738.”  Arms, 
A-zure^  an  eagle  with  two  necks  difplayed,  or  Lyde ; impaling  Argenty  two  chevrons 
gules  \ on  a canton  of  the  fecond  an  efcallop  or.  Pope. 

In  the  fame  chapel: “ Near  this  monument  lyeth  the  body  of  Cornelius  Lyde, 

of  this  parilh,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  on  the  25th  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1717,  aged  77.  He  was  a gentleman  of  great  piety  and  integrity,  and  lerved  his 
country  honourably  in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace  during  the  whole  reign  of  King 
William.  Here  alfo  lyeth  the  body  of  Mary  his  wife,  with  whom  he  lived  in  great 
love  above  fifty  years.  She  died  on  the  8th  day  of  June  1715,  aged  73.  She  bred  up 
eight  fons  and  three  daughters,  to  whom  Ihe  was  very  indulgent;  and  a bright  pattern 
of  virtue  and  piety.” 

On  a very  neat  mural  monument  of  white  marble  In  the  fame  chapel,  is  tliis  in- 

fcription: “ Near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  Anna-Maria,  the  wife  of  Lyonel 

Lyde,  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  efq;  who  died  the  24th  of  Feb.  1729,  aged  30  years.  Alfo 
the  bodies  of  their  fons  Benjamin  and  William.” 

In  the  fame  chapel  is  another  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  thus  in- 

fcribed: ‘‘  Here  is  interred  the  body  of  Sir  Michael  Fofter,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 

court  of  King’s-Bench,  who  was  born  Dec.  16,  1689,  and  died  Nov.  7,  1763.  Dame 
Martha  his  wife,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  James  Lyde,  efq;  is  alfo  here  interred.  She 
died  May  15,  1758,  in  the  57th  year  of  her  age.”  Arms,  Argent  a chevron  verty 
between  three  bugle-horns  Jabky  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence  azurey  an  eagle  difplayed  or. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  middle  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  with  this  in- 

fcription: “ In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Adams,  the  wife  of  John  Adams,  of  this 

parifh,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  15,  1768,  aged  68.  She  was  daughter  of  John 
Lyde,  of  the  parilh  of  Chelwood,  efq;  and  grandaughter  of  Cornelius  Lyde,  efq; 
whofe  remains  lie  interred  in  this  church.  She  was  a perfon  of  great  piety.  Alfo  Lyde 
Adams,  fon  of  the  faid  John  and  Elizabeth  Adams;  and  alfo  Lyde  Adams,  and  Sarah 
Adams,  their  grandchildren ; all  died  in  their  infancy.” 

In  the  fouth  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  yellow  marble,  bordered  with  black,  and 
terminated  by  an  obtufe  cone,  on  which,  under  a feftoon,  is  a fmall  oval  tablet  of  white 

marble,  containing  this  memorial: “ Near  this  place  lie  the  remains  of  Elizabeth 

Lyde,  reli6l  of  James  Lyde,  efq;  jun.  who  eredted  this  monument  to  the  memory  o 
his  father  and  mother.” 

On  the  tablet  of  the  bafement  below,  is  infcribed, “ Near  this  place  lie  the  re- 

mains of  David  Hopkins,  efq;  captain  in  the  militia  in  the  reign  of  King  James  II. 

He 


IScpQjatn.]  STANTON-DREW,  4^7 

He  was  hofpitable  to  his  neighbours,  and  charitable  to  the  poor.  Died  Oft,  i,  1730, 
Alfo  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hopkins,  relift  of  the  above  J ames  Hopkins,  who  was  delcended 
from  the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  the  Zouches.  A fincere  chriftian;  died  Sept,  i, 
1758.”  Arms,  Sahle^  on  a chevron  between  three  piftols  cr,  as  many  rofes  gules ^ 
Hopkins;  impaling,  Gules ^ bezantee,  a canton  ermine^  Zouch. 

On  the  chancel  floor; “ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Madam  Penelqpe  Selleck,  wife 

of  John  Selleck,  of  this  parilh,  efq;  and  daughter  of  Sir  John  Newton,  bart.  who  died 
the  28th  of  May  1722,  aged  63  years.” 

On  an  adjoining  ftone : “ Hie  jacet  corpus  Johannis  Selleck,  arm.  filii  Johannis 

Selleck,  faerse  theologias  doftoris,  canonis  refidentiarii,  et  archidiaconi  Wellenj.  duas 
duxit  uxores:  prima  fuit  Elizabetha,  Alia  Gulielmi  Cooke,  de  Highnam  in  comitatu  ■ 
Gloceftrise,  arm.  fecunda  Penelope  Alia  Johannis  Newton,  de  Barr-court  in  dco  comi- 
tatu Gloceftrias,  baronetti,  obijt  19°  die  Aprilis,  Anno  Domini  1719,  astatis  fu£e  80,” 

On  the  floor  in  the  middle  aile : Here  refteth  in  hope  of  a happy  refurreflion, 

the  body  of  William  Cox,  gent,  who  departod  this  life  the  27  th  day  of  Nov.  1673. 

- Here  alfo  lyeth  the  body  of  Anthony  Skutt,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  the  7 th  day  of 
January  1587.” 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  the  pious  Lady  Martha  Covpcr,  wife  of  Sir  John  Covper, 
knight,  father  of  Anthony  Skutt,  efq;  who  dyed  Nov.  16, 

In  memorie  of  Major  Edward  Bull,  of  Wellow  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  gent,  who 
departed  this  life  May  the  19th,  1685.” 

On  the  floor  in  the  fouth  aile; 

“ iDere  littb  tbe  top  of  DaoiD  gent*  (toasf  alfo  captain  of  tlie 

tmin*banti)  tobo  oieo  3lune  tlie  i2tp, 'anno  Domini  1697,” 

Round  a flat  ftone: “ Here  lyeth,  in  hopes  of  a joyful  refurreflion,  the  body  of 

Thomas  Hyppifley,  gent,  who  departed  this  life  and  was  born,  to  heaven,  Auguft  the 
1 1 th.  Anno  Domini  1678.” 

On  another  ftone  near  it: 

**  VnDER  : NEATH  THIS  TOMB  : HERE  DOTH  LV 

The  body  : of  Deborah  Hyppisley, 

In  eighty-to  death  her  did  call 
September  the  20  she  left  us  all.” 

In  feveral  parts  of  the  floor  are  ftones,  having  on  their  furface  the  worn  portraitures 
of  ancient  perfonages. 

Benefactors  to  this  parilh. 

Sept.  12,  1772.  Mrs.  Eliza  Lyde,  relidl  of  James  Lyde,  efq;  gave  one  hundred 
pounds  in  truft  to  John  Hooper,  efq;  of  Walcot  near  Bath,  and  Peter  Coates,  elq;  of 
this  panfh,  and  their  heirs  for  ever.  The  intereft  thereof  to  be  expended  in  teaching 
fix  poor  girls  in  this  parilh  to  read  and  knit.  And  if  it  fliould  be  more  than  fulAcient 

for 
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for  that  purpofe,  the  furplus  to  be  laid  out  in  books  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  poor  girls,  who 
are  to  be  always  chofen  by  the  majority  of  a veftry.  And  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  for 
t]ie  time  being  are  to  fee  that  this  intereft  money  is  properly  applied  to  the  ufes  above- 
ipentioned.  The  faid  Mrs.  Eliza  Lyde  gave  alfo  by  will  twenty  fhillings  a year  for 
ever,  payable  out  of  her  eftate  in  this  parilh,  to  buy  pious  books  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  Stanton-Prew,  to  be  diftdbuted  by  the  vicar  or  curate  thereof  for  the 
time  being. 

I 

Mr.  William  Sage  gave  ten  fhillings  a year  for  a fermpn  to  be  preached  on  Palm- 
Sundayj  and  twenty  fhillings  a year  to  the  poor  not  receiving  alms,  for  ever. 

Charles  Chancellor,  who  died  March  16,  1784,  and  lies  buried  in  the  belfry, 
under  the  bell  which  he  was  ufed  to  ring,  left  ten  fhillings  to  be  diflributed  to  the  poor 
in  bread  on  March  i6th,  (the  day  whereon  he  died)  or  the  Sunday  following.” 

The  parfonage-houfe  is  a curious  piece  of  antiquity.  On  a dead  window,  which  has 
horrid  figures  at  the  corners,  are  two  armorial  fhields  cut  in  the  ftone.  On  the  one  are. 
Three  garbs  within  a bordure  engrailed  j on  the  other.  On  a felTe,  a mitre,  with  labels 
.expanded  between  three  bucks’  heads  cabofTed  in  chief,  and  in  bafe  as  many  pheons. 
The  laft  coat  is  for  bifhop  Thomas  Beckington. 


ST-ANTON-PRIOR 

(So  called  from  its  having  formerly  belonged  to  the  priors  of  Bath) 

IS  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  this  hundred,  and  the  confines  of  that  of  Wellow,  in  a 
fine  woody  vale,  furrounded  with  gently  rifing  hills  in  fine  cultivation.  The  whole 
face  of  the  country  bears  ftrong  traits  of  antiquity.  At  a fmall  diftance  northward  from 
the  church  is  a large  and  long  infulated  knoll,  called  Stanton-Bury-hill^  on  which  is  a 
ipacious  camp  containing  upwards  of  thirty  acres.  The  principal  part  of  the  fortifica- 
tions feems  to  have  been  weftward^  the  main  rampart  runs  from  the  northweft  point  to 
the  length  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  yards,  forming  a terraep  about  five  feet  high,  from 
which  is  a fine  profpeft  of  the  rich  vale  of  Avon,  and  the  city  of  Bath  at  its  extremity, 
the  Wiltfhire,  Gloucefterfhire,  and  Monmouthfhire  hills.  From  the  end  of  this  terrace, 
vCaftward,  runs  a trench  fcven  feet  in  depth,  dividing  the  whole  hill  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  being  one  hundred  yards  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  where  it  turns  iri  a fmall 
curve,  humouring  the  fweep  of  the  hill.  The  fouthern  edge  has  but  little  appearance 
of  fortification ; no  more  has  the  weftern,  the  defeent.  on  every  fide  being  very  fteep 
and  precipitous.  It  has  always  been  thought  that  this  was  an  encampment  of  the 
Romans,  and  their  coins  have  been  frequently  difeovered  in  the  valley  underneath.  But 
as  it  ftands  near  Wanjdike,  hoftilities  might  have  commenced  on  this  important  pafs 
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before  the  arrival  of  the  Roman  arms ; and  the  Romans  might  afterwards  have  ufed 
a place  fo  well  fitted  to  their  hands.  It  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  throughout  the 
length  of  that  old  boundary,  which  has  been  fo  frequently  mentioned,  from  its  en- 
trance into  this  county  at  Bath-Hampton  to  its  immerfion  into  the  Channel,  there  are 
places,  whofe  names  and  appearance  indicate  the  hand  of  war,  and  tranfmit  to  pofte- 
rity  the  ferocious  a<5tions  of  our  hardy  forefathers.  Hampton  on  the  Avon  fignifies  the 
old  fortified  town-,  on  the  hill  above  it  are  feveral  old  intrenchments.  The  Barracks  ^ 
or  Barrows,  beyond  Lyncombe,,  are-  very  ancient  places  of  fepulture.  Barrow-hill, 
betwixt  thofe  and  Inglifhcombe  is  perhaps  the  largeft  tumulus  in  the  world.  At  Ing- 
lifhcombe  is  a caftle  of  very-' remote  antiquity.  The  camp  at  Stanton-Prior  follows 
next  upon  the  courfe  of  the"  ditch.  The  name  of  Publow,  as  we  have  before  obferved, 
is  very  ancient.  The  monument  at  Stanton-Drew  perpetuates  fome  fignal  viftory. 
Harelane,  leading  to  Mays-knoll,  another  very  ancient  fortification,  fignifies  the  Military 
Roads  and  Hareclive,  near  Broadfield-Down,  is  the  Military  Rock,  where  probably  blood 
was  fhed  in  defending  the  pafs  to  the  neighbouring  valley.  In  fo  late  days  as  thefe  it 
would  be  abfurd  to  expatiate  on  conjedlures  at  what  exadt  point  of  time,  or  in  what 
particular  manner,  the  events  arofe  which  have  thus  commemorated  the  places  above- 
mentioned;  but  they  ftill  remain  ftanding  monuments  of  heroic  adtions,  and  pofterity 
will-ever  view  them  with  that  pleafing  furprize  which  attends  the  furvey  of  paft  illuftri- 
ous  deeds,  reminding  us  chat  fVe  have  been. 

The  village  of  Stanton  was  pofTeffed  by  the  Saxon  kings,  and  fome  time  before  the 
Conqueft  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Bath;  it  confifled,  as  we  are  informed  by  Domef- 
day-Book,  of  three  hides. 

“ The  church  itfelf  holds  Stantone.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for 
“ three  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  is  half  a hide,  and 

there  is  one  carucate,  and  five  fervants,  and  four  villanes,  and  three  cottagers,  with 
“ two  ploughs.  There  are  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  pafture,  and 
“ thirty  acres  of  coppice  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  three  pounds.”* 

The  prior  of  Bath’s  lands  in  this  place  were  in  rated  at  forty-feven  fhillings  and 
fix-pence,**  and' 5 Edw.  I.  he  had  a charter  of  free- warren  in  the  fame.'  After  the 
fupprefTion  of  that  monaftery.  King  Henry  VIIL  in  the  31ft  year  of  his  reign,  granted 
this  manor  to  Thomas  Horner,  efq;  who  35  Henry  VIII.  fold  it  to  Gerard  Erington, 
gent,  and  he  likewife  6 Edw.  VI.  conveyed  the  fame  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church 
to  William  Rofewell,  efq.  1 Dec.  41  Eliz.  the  faid  William  Rofewell  had  licence  to 
alienate  the  manor,  with  its  appertenances,  and  divers  lands  in  Stanton,  to  William 
Richman.  After  which  it  pafTed  through  a variety  of  other  hands,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  William  Gore  Langton,  efq. 

The  living  is  a reftory  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bedminfter,  and  in  the  gift  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Phillott  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence.  It  is  a fmall  building  of  one  pace,  with  ^ 
an  embattled  tower  at  the  weft  end.  > 

f Lib.  Domefday,  ‘ Taxat.  TemgoraL  f Cart.  5 Edw.  I.  n.  23. 
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In  the  chancel  floor,  on  a white  marble,  is  this  Infcription Here  lie  the  remains 
of  the  Reverend  Samuel  Purlivent,  who  departed  this  life  March  7*  I775j  in  the  66th 
.year  of  his  age.” 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  church  is  a lofty  mural  monumentj  containing  the  effigies  of 
a man  and  woman  in  ancient  habits,  and  over  their  heads,  under  a circular  arch,  the 
figure  of  a man  defied  in  the  habiliments  of  the  church.  On  the  fides  of  the  monument 
are  the  effigies  of  a man  and  woman,  and  feveral  children  in  cloaks.  This  monument 
commemorates  Thomas  Cox,  efq;  who  died  in  1650;  Joan  his  wife,  and  feveral  of 
their  children. 

In  a corner  near  the  chancel  is  a mural  monument  of  marble,  infcribed  to  the  me- 
mory of  Robert  Long,  efq;  who  died  in  1697. 

This  parifii  gave  birth  in  1598  to  Gilbert  Sheldon,  who,  after  having  been  fellow 
and  warden  of  All-Souls  College  in  Oxford,  was  in  1660  made  Bifhop  of  London  j in 
.1663,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  j and  in  1667,  chofen  Chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Clarendon.  The  theatre  there  ereded  by  him  will  per- 
petuate his  name  to  pofterity.  He  died  Nov.  9,  1677. 


P I L T O N,  ALIAS  WHITCHURCH. 

This  village  is  three  rhiles  fouth  from  Briftol,  and  in  the  turnpike-road  from  that 
,>city  through  Pensford  and  Chewton  to  Wells.  Its  fituation  is  on  high  ground; 
but  bounded  by  ftill  higher  on  its  weftern  extremity,  where  a lofty  ridge  of  mountain, 
extending  from  Mays-Knoll  to  Dundry-Brow,  overlooks  a vafl:  extent  of  country. 

The  lands  of  this  parifii  are  in  general  a ftiffilh  loam,  with  clay  at  the  depth  of  about 
one  foot,  and  are  well  cultivated  throughout.  In  the  weftern  part  on  the  wafte  is 
found  the  lapis  hcematitesy  or  blood-ftone,  the  powder  of  which  has  in  all  ages  been 
efteemed  a fovereign  remedy  in  every  kind  of  haemorrhage,  and  in  ulcers  of  the  lungs, 
Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain,  are  the  countries  where  it  is  more  commonly  produced, 
and  the  fort  moftly  recommended  is  that  found  here,  which  is  white,  tranfparent,  and 
little  mixed  with  extraneous  particles. 

A fine  fpring,  called  Saltwelly  rifes  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  road  from  this  village  to 
Briftol,  whence  a fmall  rivulet  emerging'  runs  through  Briflington,  and  through  that 
very  romantick  glen  of  Newtek  into  the  river  Avon  at  St.  Anne’s. 

The  wood  is  chiefly  elm,  of  which  there  is  a tree  In  a farm  barton  here,  remarkably 
large,  meafuring  in  its  body  nineteen  feet  in -circumference,  and  each  of  its  limbs,  which 
are  ten  in  number,  being  confiderable  timber. 

The  firft  name  of  this  place  arofe  from  a very  ancient  town,  feated  in  the  long  for- 
gotten chace  of  Filwoodj  northweft  from  the  prefent  village,  whence  it  had  its  name, 
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and  where,  in  after  days,  the  abbots  of  Keynfliam  had  a grange,  a chape],  and  fundry 
lands  and  tenements.  But  a church  having  been  ere<5led  on  the  more  eaftward  part 
of  the  territory  where  once  had  flood  a cell  or  chapel  of  St.  Whyte,  an  ancient  Britifli 
faint,  and  Filton  thenceforth  running  to  depopulation  and  decay,  this  diftridl,  by  reafon 
of  its  increafe  of-inhabitants  emigrating  from  their  priftine  dwellings,  came  to  be  deno- 
minated fometimes  by  one  name  and  fometimes  by  the  other,  and  ftill  retains  the 
indiferiminate  appellation  of  ]Filton,  alias  Whitchurch. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conquefl  it  was  part  of  the  fifty  hides  of  Keynfliam,  and  was 
afterwards  granted  by  William  de  Clare  earl  of  Gloucefler,  to  the  Auflin  Canons 
founded  by  him  on  his  demefnes  in  that  town.  King  Edw.  II.  confirmed  the  grant, 
and  it  remained  with  that  abbey  till  its  diffolution,  when  it  was  attached  with  other 
lands  to  the  jointure  of  Queen  Catherine;  after  whofe  deceafe  King  Edward  VI.  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  manor  of  Fyltm,  alias  Whitchurch , to  Sir  John 
St.  Loe,  knt.  for  the  term  of  fixty  years.  Three  years  after  which  the  faid  Sir  John 
St.  Loe  afiigned  all  his  interefl  in  the  manor  and  the  tithes  of  this  parifh  to  Edward 
St.  Loe,  efq;  his  younger  fon.  This  Edward  St.  Loe  was  of  Stanton-Drew,  where 
the  family  had  a fair  manfion,  built  cafllewife,  and  flrengthened  at  the  angles  with 
embattled  towers.  The  faid  Edward,  by  deed  dated  061.  16,  4 Eliz.  alTigned  his  leafe 
of  the  manor  of  Whitchurch  to  Hugh  Smyth,  of  Long-Afhton,  efq.  Soon  after  which 
Queen  Elizabeth,  by  patent  bearing  date  10  Feb.  in  the  2ifl  year  of  her  reign,  granted 
the  manor  of  Filton,  alias  Whitchurch,  to  Edward  Downing  and  John  Walker,  efqrs. 
The  faid  Downing  and  Walker,  Dec.  10,  the  year  following,  conveyed  the  manor  to 
Matthew  Smyth,  efq;  and  his  heirs;  from  which  Matthew  Smyth  it  has  defeended  to 
Sir  John  Hugh  Smyth,  bart.  and  Edward  Gore,  efq;  the  prefent  poffelTors. 

The  tithes  of  Filton,  alias  Whitchurch,  were  granted  by  King  James  I.  in  the  feventh 
year  of  his  reign,  to  Francis  Morris  and  Francis  Phelipps  in  fee ; they  the  29th  day 
of  January  that  fame  year  granted  and  fold  the  fame  to  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt.  and  his 
heirs.  And  14  June,  3 Car.  I.  the  King  confirmed  the  manor  and  tithes  of  Whit- 
church to  Lady  Elizabeth  Gorges  for  life,  and  after  her  deceafe  to  Thomas  Smyth, 
efq;  her  fon  by  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  knt.  her  firll  hufband,  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

A manor  called  Lyon’s-Court  is  fituated  weftward  from  the  village  of  Whitchurch, 
and  its  manfion  is  ftill  remaining.  It  belonged  to  the  family  of  Lyons  (a  family  diftindl 
from  thofe  of  the  name  at  Afhton)  fo  early  as  the  thirteenth  century,  who  bore  for 
their  arms  Argent y two  lions  rampant  refpedling/^?^/^’,  and  were  retainers  to  the  abbots  of 
Keynlham,  under  whom  they  held  their  territory.  From  David  de  Lyons  ilTued  David, 
Robert,  Stephen,  Ralph,  Thomas,  (and  Roger  the  brother  of  Thomas,  who  died  without 
ifllie)  Thomas,  Thomas,  and  Nicholas;  which  Nicholas  had  one  fon  Richard,  who 
died  without  iftue,  and  alfo  a daughter, ’Edith,  who  inherited  his  eftates,  and  married 
Thomas  Holbeach,  the  fon  of  David  Holbeach,  efq;  of  the  county  of  Lincoln.  Which 
Thomas  Holbeach  by  the  faid  Edith  his  wife  had  ifflie  another  Thomas,  who  married 
Agnes,  daughter  of  Thomas  Triftram,  and  by  her  was  father  of  John  Holbeach,  who 
married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Richard  Bole,  defeendant  of  the  Boles  of  Lymington 
in  Ham-pfliire,  and  had  ilfue  by  her  John  Holbeach,  whofe  wife  was  Barbara,  the 
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daughter  of  John  Coxwell,  of  Ablington  in  the  county  of  Gloucefterj  he  had  alfo  a 
daughter,  Mary,  married  to  Arthur  Cam,  whofe  progeny  were  feated  in  the  county 
of  Bedford.  The  faid  John  Holbeach,  by  his  wife  Barbara,  had  iflue  Nathaniel 
Holbeach,  who  is  filled  of  Filton,  alias  Whitchurch,  in  1623.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Trevelyan,  of  Nettlecombe  in  this  county,  efq;  and  by  her  had  ifTue 
three  fons,  John,  Thomas,  Nathaniel;  and  four  daughters,  viz.  Elizabeth,  Margaret, 
Martha,  and  Urith.  A monument  in  the  church  perpetuates  the  remainder  of  this 
ancient  family,  whofe  eftate  here  is  now  poflefTed  by  Francis  Adams,  efq. 

The  living  is  a perpetual  curacy,  in  the  deanery  of  RedclifF  and  Bedminfler.  The 
lords  of  the  principal  manor  are  the  patrons,  and  the  Rev.  John  Collinfon  the  prefent 
incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas.  It  confifls  of  a nave,  chancel,  fouth  aile, 
a chapel  on  the  north  fide  the  belfry,  another  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel, 
and  a towei  containing  two  bells.  The  north  chapel  is  very  ancient;  and  in  former 
times  an  obit  was  obferved  iii  it  for  Thomas  Gay,  who  was  fleward  and  treafurer  of 
the  monaflery  of  Keynfham,  and  lies  buried  here  under  a large  flat  flone,  infcribed, 

“ ^icmcet  Cliomas!  qui  tienit  an  refufdtaqone  iftF  eccUe  apleanmo' 
ta : cocpu’  Que  fiiu  fepeUena  in  capella  il3icoIai  ne  UiUttWuht,  Cuf 
aieTPtciet®  De^  Dccimo  nono  Die  me0"  Slanuarij  anno  Dni  ^°cccc°ri:°u°.” 

His  anceflors  were  of  Goldworthy  in  the  county  of  Devon,  where  they  had  an  eflate,  and 
bore  for  their  arms.  Or,  on  a feffe  fable,  between  three  efcallop  fhells  azure,  five  lozenges 
argent.  The  fouth  chapel  has  been  the  burial-place  of  the  Lyons  and  the  Holbeach 
families;  and  on  the  fouthern  wall  is  a handfome  marble  monument  with  this  infcription: 

‘‘  This  monument  was  eredled  for  the  commemoration  of  the  honourable,  as  well 
as  antient  family  of  the  Holbeach’s,  at  the  expence  of  Mrs.  Sybilla,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Lloyd,  gent,  by  Mary,  relidl  of  the  lall  hereunder  mentioned  (one  excepted) 
John  Holbeach,  efq;  A.  D.  1735. 

From  David 
Thomas 
Thomas 
John 
John 
Nathaniel 
John 

Who  had  ifTue  John  and  Frances. 

The  faid  Mrs.  Frances  Holbeach  was  the  lafl  of  the  family,  who  died  06lober  the 
30th,  1732,  aged  63  years. 

Near  to  this  place  lies  buried  the  mortal  part  of  the  above-mentioned  Sybilla 
Lloyd,  who  left  this  world  the day  of  April  1745,  aged  71  years. 

Near  under  lieth  the  body  of  Elizabeth  Evett,  of  the  parifh  of  Old-Cleeve  in  this 
county,  (to  the  abovefaid  Mrs.  Sybilla  Lloyd  diftantly  related)  who,  at  the  age  of  25 
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years,  died  the  3d  of  June  1744.”  Arms,  on  a large  fliield  above  the  monument,  on 
a hatchment,  and  in  the  .window  on  ftained  glafs;  i.  Argenty  a chevron  engrailed  fable : 
Holbeach.  2.  Argenty  two  lions  relpefting  each  othery^/i?;  Lyons.  3.  Argenty  three 
torteaux,  a label  of  three  points  azure:  Triftram.  4.  Argenty  three  bulls’  heads  ca^ 
boded  fable:  Bole  of  Lymington.  5.  Or,  on  a chief  azurey  three  lions  rampant  of  the 
firft:  Lifley.  6.  Argenty  on  a bend  fable  three  clofe  helmets  or; , Compton.  7.  Or, 
on  a bend  engrailed  gules y three  crofs  croflets  fitchee  argent.  8.  Gules y a crofs  moline 
argent  between  four  mullets  counterchanged. 

On  the  left  hand  of  the  above  monument  is  another  of  white  and  Sienna  marble 

infcribed, “ In  memory  of  James  Colfton,  of  this  parilh,  gent,  who  died  22  Feb. 

1786,  aged  67.” 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  of  the  aile  is  a fmall  mural  monument  of  done,  infcribed  as 

follows: Hereunder  lyeth  y'  body  of  Thomas,  the  fon  of  Thomas  and  Joane 

Whippie,  of  f Green  in  tliis  parifh,  who  departed  this  life  y'  28th  day  of  June,  Anno 
Dom.  1699,  aged  56  years.  Near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  Hannah,  wife  of  the 
above-named  Thomas  Whippie,  of  this  parifh,  who  departed  this  life  the  7th  day  of 
December,  Anno  Dom.  1708.” 

At  the  weft  end  of  this  aile,  and  under  the  gallery  in  the  nave,  are  many  other  in- 
fcriptions  to  the  family  of  Whippie,  on  the  floor  j as  alfo  the  following  memoriali 

SARA 

LVKYNES, 

1599. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a neat  marble  monument  with  this  memo- 
rial:  Near  this  place  lies  the  body  of  Richard  Goodhind,  gent,  whofe  anceftors 

for  many  generations  refided  in  this  parifh.  He  departed  this  life  the  2d  day  of  May 
1754,  aged  49.  Alfo  the  body  of  Ann  his  only  daughter  and  heirefs:  fhe  departed 
the  7th  day  of  February  1762,  in  the  13th  year  of  her  age.  To  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  an  afFe<5lionate  hufband  and  dutiful  daughter,  Mary  Goodhind  caufed  this 
monument  to  be  erefted.”  Arms,  GuleSy  afeflTe  between  three  fleurs-de-lis  cr;  impaling 
argent  three  greyhounds  current  fable.  On  an  inefcutcheoh  gules  three  bezants  in  pale. 

In  the  chancel  floor  there  are  many  other  inferiptions,  nearly  obliterated,  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  fame  family. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  nave,  near  the  door,  there  is  a neat  mural  monument 

of  marble,  containing  the  following  infeription: Beneath  a ftone,  at  the  eaftward 

part  of  this  ile,  lie  the  remains  of  George  Stocker,  of  this  parifli,  efq;  a defeendant  of 
tlie  antient  family  of  the  Stockers  in  Chilcompton,  who  (having  by  his  own  induftry 
acquired  confiderable  wealth,  of  which  his  friends  and  the  poor  were  partakers)  departed 
this  life  Jan^  3'“,  1776,  aged  76.  Alfo  of  John  Stocker,  gent,  (nephew  to  the  former) 
and  of  Katharine  his  firft  wife.  He  died  14''’  Jan’'  1777,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 
She  died  18"’  December  1748,  aged  50.  In  memory  of  whom  George  (their  only 
fon)  caufed  this  monument  to  be  ereded.”  Arms,  Gyronny  of  fix  azure  and  argenty 
three  parrots  %'ert. 
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On  the  other  fide  of  the  north  door  is  another  monument  of  marble,  infcribed, 

“ Near  this  place  are  depofited  the  remains  of  Ifaac  Emery,  of  this  parilh,  gent.  He 
departed  this  life  the  2 ad  April  1761,  aged  70  years.  Alfo  Thomas,  his  fon,  who 
departed  this  life  the  19th  Sept"  1761,  aged  27  years.  Alfo  Charity  Emery,  wife  of 
Ifaac  Emery,  gent.  Alfo  Ann  Edols,  wife  of  Richard  Edols,  gent,  and  daughter  of 
Ifaac  and  Charity  Emery,  died  24th  March  1776,  aged  35  years.” 

The  pews  or  feats  in  this  church,  a fmall  number  excepted,  are  built  of  oak,  are  low 
and  open,  run  at  right  angles  from  fide  to  fide,  and  are  nearly  coeval  with  the  Re- 
formation, when  (exclufively  of  the  nobility,  patrons,  and  clergy)  people  fat  in  common, 
and  without  priority  or  diftindtion. 

Benefactors.  “ Sir  John  Smith,  late  of  Long-Afiiton,  kn‘  and  bar',  gave  forty 
Ihillings  to  be  diftributed  on  St.  Thomas-day  to  twenty  poor  people,  fhare  and  fiiare 
alike,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  minifter  and  churchwarden  yearly  for  ever. 

‘5  Mrs.  Frances  Holbeach,  fpinfter,  (daughter  of  John  Holbeach,  efq;)  gave  thirty 
pounds ; ten  fhillings  of  the  profits  thereof  to  the  minifter,  for  preaching  a fermon 
Shrove-Tuefday  in  the  morning,  and  the  remainder  to  be,  diftributed  to  the  poor  in 
bread  the  fame  day  yearly  for  ever. 

“ Mr.  Benjamin  Tipput  gave  five  pounds,  the  profits  to  the  poor  for  ever. 

**  Mr.  William  Opie,  fometime  fheriffof  the  city  of  Briftol,  gave  to  this  parifli  three 
pounds  fourteen  Ihillings  yearly  for  the  preaching  a fermon  in  this  church  once  a fort- 
night on  Sunday.  He  alfo  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh  twenty  Ihillings,  to  be  laid 
out  in  fixpenny  bread  and  diftributed  on  Chriftmas-day  yearly  for  ever. 

“ Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  of  Long-Alhton,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  baronet,  gave  twenty 
pounds,  the  profits  to  the  poor  for  ever. 

**  Thomas  Jones  gave  five  pounds,  the  profits  to  the  poor  for  ever.” 

There  was  a chantry  here,  endowed  with  twenty-four  acres  of  arable  and  pafture 
land  lying  in  Whitchurch,  i Edw.  III.* 

* Rot.  Fa£l.  Calefs.  1 Fd.  III.  m.  10. 
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Lies  between  the  hundred  of  Chewton  on  the  weft^  and  that  of  Frome  on  the 
eaft;  being  fevered  from  the  former  by  the  Roman  Foffe-road,  which  enters 
this  hundred  at  Radftock,  and  runs  throughout  its  whole  extent  towards  Ivel- 
chefter.  This  hundred  was  anciently  veiled  in  the  Norman  family  of  Salignac,  de 
Saligniaco,  or  Sulleny,  lords  of  the  manor  of  Kilmerfdon,  from  wl\ich  it  had  its  name* 
John  de  Sulleny  was  living  in  the  time  of  King  John,  and  was  father  of  Andrew  de 
SuUeny,  who  had  ifliie  Ralph  de  Sulleny,  lord  of  this  hundred  28  Henry  III.  To 
him  fucceeded  Geffrey,  de  Sulleny,  who  lived  at  Kilmerfdon  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
fame  reign,  and  was  father  of  Andrew,  and  grandfather  of  another  Andrew  de  Sulleny, ' 
who  had  lands  in  Babington  of  the  grant  of  Philip  de  Albany.  There  were  feveral 
branches  of  this  family  fettled  in  Cornwall,  Devon,  and  in  Britanny  in  France,  (where 
the  name  is  not  at  prefent  infrequent)  and  they  bore  for  their  arms.  Quarterly,  Argent " 
and  gules ^ This  hundred  contains  ten  parilhes. 
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This  parilh  Hands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  hundred,  in  a woody  vale,  about  ten 
miles  eaft  from  the  city  of  Wells.  Its  ancient  name  was  ChenemereJdone\  but  it 
is  not  diftinguifhed  as  a manor  till  after  the  Conqueft,  nor  do  we  find  any  further 
account  of  it  in  the  Norman  furvey  than  the  following: 

**  In  Chenemeresdone  is  half  a hide  of  land.  It  is  worth  ten  ftiillings,  Biftiop 
•*  Peter  held  itj  now  it  is  in  the  King’s  hands.”* 


• Lib.  Domefday. 
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In  -the  time  of  King  John,  John  de  Sulleny  granted  to  Alexander  de  Arfick,  in  free 
marriage  with  Emma  his  filter,  a third  part  of  this  manor,  which  defcended  by  heredi- 
tary right  to  Hugh  de  Tywej  which  Hugh  gave  the  faid  third  part  to  Walter  his  fon 
in  marriage  with  Emma  daughter  of  Thomas  de  Whelton,  (or  Walton,  a village  in 
this  parilh.)  After  the  death  of  the  faid  Walter  de  Tywe,  Emma  his  relid  married 
to  her  fecond  hufband  Adam  Nortoft,  and  they  two  joined  in  felling  this  third  part  of 
the  manor  to  Robert  Burnel,  bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  who  exchanged  the  fame  for 
other  lands  with  William  Botreaux,”  who  had  a charter  of  free-warren  in  all  his  de- 
mefne  lands  in  this  parilh  from  King  Edw.  1/  From  which  William  Botreaux  this 
portion  of  the  manor  defcended  to  William  lord  Botreaux,  and  afterwards  palTed  by 
:heireires  to  the  families  of  Hungerford  and  Haftings. 

The  other  portions  of  the  manor  were  very  early  the  property  of  the  family  of  De 
Albaniaco  or  D’Aubeney,  lords  of  South-Petherton  in  this  county,  of  whom  Philip 
D’Aubeney  died  feized  thereof  11  Edw.  1.  leaving  Elias  D'Aubeney  his  fon  and  heirj  by 
whofe  fuccelfors  it  was  held  till  the  whole  became  united  in  the  family  of  Haftings, 
progenitors  of  the  earls  of  Huntingdon.  31  Eliz.  Henry  earl  of  Huntingdon  fold  the 
manor  of  Kilmerfdon,  with  that  of  Walton,  which  was  a member  thereof  to  John 
Spencer,  citizen  and  alderman  of  London;  from  whom  it  came  in  procefs  of  time  to 
the  family  of  Goodman,  and  from  them  by  a coheirefs  to  Twyford,  and  is  now  jointly 
held  by  Samuel  Twyford  a,nd  Thomas  Samuel  JoUiffe,  efqrs. 

By  the  ancient  cuftom  of  this  manor,  the  widow  of  a tenant  was  entitled  to  all  her 
hulband’s  copyhold  lands  for  life,  which  fhe  forfeited  if  flie  remarried,  or  proved  incon- 
tinent; but  in  the  latter  cafe,  if  Ihe  came  into  the  next  court  after  the  tranfgrelhon, 
riding  aftride  upon  a ram,  and  made  an  open  acknowledgment  in  a certain  form  of 
words  before  the  lord  of  the  manor,  or  his  ftev/ard,  Ihe  was  readmitted  to  her  lands 
without  further  fine  or  ceremony The  like  cuftom  prevailed  in  the  manors  of  Eaft  and 
Weft-Enbourn  in  Berkfliire,  Torre  in  Devonlhire,  and  many  other  parts  of  England. 

The  hamlets  belonging  to  this  parifii  are, 

1.  Charlton,  where  is  a good  feat  of  Thomas -Samuel  Jollifte,  efq.  Here  for- 
jnerly  was  a cliapel,  and  many  large  ftone  coffins  have  been  found. 

2.  CoLEFORD,  which  In  the  Conqueror’s  time  was  parcel  of  the  eftates  of  Roger  de 
Curcelle,  and  was  thus  furveyed: 

“ Aluric  holds  of  Roger,  Colforde.  The  fame  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Ed- 
“ ward,  and  gelded  for  three  furlongs  of  land.  The  arable  is  half  a carucatc;  but 

there  is  one  carucate  in  demefne.  It  is  worth  two  fhillings.”^ 

3.  Luckington  and  Walton  were  both  manors  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft;  the 
former  was  the  property  of  Alured  de  Ifpania: 

Alured  himfelf  holds  Lochintone.  Alwi  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 

and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two  ca’  - 

Efc.  * Cart.  13  Ed.  L m.  6. 

* Blount’s  Law  Diilionary,  tit.  Free-Bmh,  Fragmenta  Antiq.  266,  Dodfworth’s  MSS.  Collefiicns,  vol, 
£34,  fol.  8.  ' Lib.  Dom«fday. 
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cates,  and  three  fervants,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  one  plough.  There  is  a mill  of 
ten  Ihillings  rent,  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  half  a mile  long,  and  three 
**  furlongs  broad.  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  fix  pounds,  now  three  pounds.”'^ 
Walton  was  the  land  of  Edmund  Fitzpain. 

“ The  fame  Edmund  holds  Waltune.  Elmar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  There  is  in 
demefne  one  carucate,  and  one  villane,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  one  plough  and  a half. 
“ There  are  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  forty  acres  of  pafture.  Coppice  wood  one 
furlong  in  length  and  breadth.  It  was  formerly  worth  four  pounds,  now  forty 
« Ihillings.”® 

Both  the  manors  of  Luckington  and  Walton  were  fometime  held  by  the  family  of 
Botreaux,  of  the  priory  of  Longleat  in  the  county  of  Wilts.*' 

4.  Lypiat,  where  afnciently  was  an  eftate  given  by  a family  of  that  name  to  the 
priory  of  Bradenftoke  in  the  county  of  Wilts. 

At  Newberry,  or  Newborough,  a fpot  fouthward  from  Kilmerfdon,  which  for- 
merly gave  name  to  a family,  is  a very  good  houfe  belonging  to  Dr.  Paget.  On  the 
hill  is  an  ancient  Roman  camp. 

The  church  of  Kilmerfdon  was  appropriated  by  William  de  Erleigh  to  the  priory 
of  Buckland  in  this  county;  and  in  the  return  made  A.  D.  1335,  t>y  Bifhop  Ralph  de 
Salopia,  to  the  King’s  writ,  direding  him  to  fend  an  account  of  the  poflelTions  of  the 
prior  and  brethren  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  within  this  diocefe,  this 
church  is  certified  to  be  worth  twenty-four  marks.* 

It  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  King.  The 
Rev.  Richard  Graves  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  is  a handfome  edifice,  con- 
fifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile,  with  a ftately  tower  at  the  weft  end. 

Along  the  top  of  the  communion-rails  is  the  following  infcription  in  gold  letters : 
Thvs  was  the  thankfvlnefs  of  the  well-difpofed  exprelTed  for  ftaying  the  great 
plagve  1625.” 

Here  is  a charity-fchool  founded  and  endowed  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Shute,  late  of 
St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  this  town  being  his  native  place. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a handlbme  mural  monument  of  black,  grey  and 
white  marble,  on  the  tablet  of  which  is  this  infcription : 

Near  this  place  lies  interred  the  body  of  Mary,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheir- 
efles  of  Gabriel  Goodman,  efqj  lord  of  this  manour,  and  widow  of  William  Hilliard, 
efq.  .Among  many  other  charitable  legacies,  Ihe  gave  tool,  to  the  poor  of  this 
paridi.  She  died  April  20,  1745,  aged  77.  Ann  and  Sarah  Twyford,  her  nieces  and 

Lib.  Domefday.  ' Ibid.  " Efc.  ' Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 
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executrixes,  and  only  furviving  iflue  of  her  fifter  Sarah,  creeled  this  monument  in 
gratitude  to  her  memory.” 

Arms,  Azure,  a chevron  argent  between  three  mullets  or-,  Hilliard.  Over  all,  on  an 
efcutcheon  per  pale  Jable  and  ermine,  an  eagle  difplayed  or. 

On  the  left  hand  of  the  communion-table  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of 
white  marble,  inferibed, 

‘‘  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Twyford,  M.  A.  treafurer  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  St.  David’s,  and  lord  of  this  manour;  a gentleman  of  a truly  re- 
fpedtable  charadter,  modeft,  and  unaffuming;  his  great  ambition  was  to  approve  him- 
felf  a good  man ; the  fweetnefs  of  his  temper  made  hirn  happy  in  himfelf,  and  he 
employed  his  abilities,  his  fortune,  and  authority,  in  rendering  others  fo.  And  thofe 
many  virtues  which  conftituted  his  felicity  in  this  life  will,  we  truft,  through  the 
merits  of  Chrift,  make  him  completely  happy  to  all  eternity.  He  died  April  27, 
1776,  aged  61.” 

Arms,  Argent,  two  bars  Jable-,  on  a canton  of  the  lafl,  a cinquefoil  or. 

To  the  right  of  the  communion-table  is  another  handfome  monument  of  white 
marble,  with  this  infeription: 

“ Near  this  place  are  dcpofited  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Twyford,  one  of  the 
ladies  of  this  manour;  whofe  decent  piety,  unaffefted  affability,  and  boundlefs  charity, 
rendered  her  life  honourable,  her  death  regretted,  and  her  memory  revered.  She  de- 
parted this  life  the  nth  of  Jan.  1765,  aged  86.  James  Twyford  hatli  caufed  this 
monument  of  his  gratitude  and  her  virtues  to  be  eredted  to  his  honoured  benefadrefs.” 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel: “ Near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  Mrs.  Ann 

Twyford,  late  lady  of  this  manour;  the  eldeft  daughter  of  James  Twyford,  efq;  by 
Sarah  daughter  of  Gabriel  Goodman,  efq;  formerly  lord  of  this  manour.  She  died 
unmarried  March  12,  1765,  aged  87  years.” 


A S H W I C K 

TS  a parifh  on  the  Foffe,  about  three  miles  north  from  Shepton- Mallet.  Its  ancient 
X name  was  EJcewiche,  which  it  feems  to  have  obtained  from  the  quantity  of  afh- 
frees  growing  hereabout,  Aepe  in  the  Saxon  fignifying  afh,  and  Fic  a village.  In 
that  part  of  the  parifh  bordering  on  Mendip-hills  is  found  a deep,  heavy,  green,  and 
indurated  clay,  frequently  in  the  fhafts  of  the  coal-pits,  of  which  here  are  feveral. 
About  the  depth  of  25  or  30  feet  is  alfo  found  a black  friable  marie,  which' would  be 
excellent  manure.  At  about  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet  is  a ftratum  of  pale  yellow  ochre 
very  hard  and  ponderous,  confiderable  quantities  of  which  are  raifed  and  fent  to  the 
colour  fhops ; but  of  late  years  moftly  from  another  part  of  Mendip  towards  the  north  weft 

near 
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near  the  Harptrees.  In  this  and  feveral  other  parts  of  thefe  hills  are  found  feveral 
fpecies  of  the  Secomia^  a kind  of  ftone  peculiar  to  Mendip. 

On  the  fouthweft  fide  of  this  parifh,  on  the  hill,  and  v/ithin  half  a mile  of  the  fofs-road, 
is  a Roman  camp  called  by  the  name  of  Majbury-Caftle.  It  confifts  of  a double  rampire 
and  .ditch,  about  three  furlongs  in  circuit,  having  two  oppofite  entrances,  guarded  by 
oblique  turns  of  the  vallum,  which  is  from'  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  deep.  William  of 
Worcefler,  from  vulgar  tradition,  informs  us,  that  this  caftle  was  built  by  a giant  of  the 
name  of  Mark',  that  in  his’  time  it  was  in  ruins;  but  that  there  Hill  remained  on  the  fpot 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  cart-loads  of  ftones.® 

The  manor  of  Afliwick  was  parcel  of  the  ancient  pofieffions  of  the  priory  of  Bath. 

The  church  itfelf  holds  Escewiche.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for 
‘‘  half  a hide.  The  ai-able  is  half  a carucate.  There  is  one  fervant,  and  two  villanes, 
“ rendering  forty-two  pence,  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and  three  acres  of  coppice 

wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  forty-two  pence. 

“ The  whole  of  this  land  belonged  to  the  faid  church  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
“ and  could  not  be  alienated  from  it.’”" 

The  temporalities  of  the  priory  here  were  in  the  year  1293  valued  at  fixty-three 
Ihillings  and  four^pence.'"  It  continued  in  the  pofiTelTion  of  that  houfe  for  upwards  of 
five  hundred  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  being  diffolved  by  Henry  VIII.  this  and 
its  other  lands  were  taken  away,  and  in  the  31ft  of  that  reign  this  mianor  was  granted  to 
Thomas  Horner,  efq.  36  Henry  VIII.  the  faid  Thomas  Horner  fold  the  capital 
mefiTuage  hereto  John  Stidman  and  his  heirs;  and  37  Henry  VIII.  the  manor  and  a 
mefifuage  called  Carejclift  to  the  fame  perfon ; from  whom  it  defcended  to  Robert 
Stidman,  probably  his  fon  and  heir.  It  now  belongs  by  inheritance  to  Matthew  lord 
Fortefcue,  who  bears  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a bend  engrailed  argent,  cotized  or. 

Great  part  of  the  hamlet  of  Oakhill  lies  within  this  parifh,  Handing  foutheaftward 
from  the  village.  It  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  Horfey.*'  It  is  now  only 
famous  for  a large  brewery  carried  on  with  great  reputation  by  MeflTrs.  Jordan  and 
Billingfley,  both  thefe  gentlemen  having  good  houfes  here.  Mr.  Billingfley’s  is  newly 
built,  and  Hands  in  a very  romantick  fituation,  in  a fine  fruitful  vale,  richly  wooded 
with  a variety  of  trees  and  fhrubs  on  either  fide  the  Hopes  v/hich  bound  its  extent,  and 
patched  with  immenfe  rocks,  which  projeft  throtigh  the  foliage  from  the  lofty  brow  of 
the  cliffs.  In  the  garden  is  an  old  fummer-houfe,  almoH  covered  with  ivy,  in  which 
Dr.  James  FoHer,  having  embraced  the  obnoxious  tenets  of  the  diffentient  diffenters, 
and  retired  hither  out  of  the  way  of  clamour  and  confufion,  Hudied  and  penned  many 
of  his  works.  A fmall  Hone  placed  therein  is  infcribed  to  his  memory  in  the  following 
words: — “ Sacred  to  the  memoiy  of  the  celebrated  James  FoHer,  D.  D.  who  in  this 
humble  and  retired  manfion,  fecluded  from  the  fury  of  bigots,  and  the  cares  of  a bufy 
world,  fpent  feveral  years ; and  compofed  many  of  thofe  excellent  difcourfes  on  natural 
religion  and  focial  virtue,  (with  the  annexed  offices  of  devotion)  which  have  been  read 

‘Itin.  p.  Z91.  ^ Lib.  Domefday.  * Taxat.  Temporal.  “Efc. 
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with  univerfal  admiration  during  the  laft  and  prefent  ages ; and  which,  while  they  exhibit 
to  pofterity  the  moft  beautiful  difplay  of  the  divine  attributes,  and  important  duties  of 
human  life,  will  immortalize  the  name  and  memory  of  their  learned  and  pious  author.” 

Alhwick  is  a chapel  to  Kilmerfdonj  the  church,  dedicated  to  St.  James,  contains 
nothing  remarkable. 


BABINGTON 

IS  a parifh  fituated  fouth  from  Kilmerfdon,  in  a flat  woody  country.  It  is  noticed  in 
the  old  record  among  the  eftates  of  Geflferey  bifhop  of  Coutances,  as  follows: 

“ Azeline  holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Babingtone.  Two  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of 
“ King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  five  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne 
“ are  two  carucates,  and  feven  fervants,  and  two  villanes,  and  tWo  cottagers,  with  three 
“ ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  forty  pence  rent,  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and 
“ fifteen  acres  of  paflure.  Wood  fix  fuilongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  was 
“ worth  forty  fliillings,  now  fixty  fhillings.’” 

In  this  place  refided  a family  of  its  name  from  the  time  of  Henry  II.  to  that  of 
Edw.  III.  and  were  people  of  great  diftindlion.  Sir  John  de  Babington  was  lord  of 
Babington  17  Edw.  I.  and  bore  for  his  arms  ten  plates.  There  were  feveral  branches 
of  this  family  feated  in  Nottinghamfhire,  Derbyfliire,  and  other  counties;’’  but  their 
arms  were  different,  viz.  ten  torteaux,  fometimes  with  the  addition  of  a lion  rampant. 
Gervaife  Babington  was  fucceffively  bifhop  of  Landaff,  Exeter,  andWorcefler,  in  the 
reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  James  I.  and  died  A.  D.  1610. 

In  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  the  manor  of  Babington  was  in  the  poffeflion  of  John 
Ap-Adam,  whofe  heirs  are  certified  to  hold  the  fame,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  chapel 
there,  and  the  hamlet  of  Middlecote,'  by  the  fervice  of  two  knights’  fees  and  a half. 
It  was  afterwards  held  by  the  Lords  Botreaux,  who  had  a charter  of  free- warren  in  their 
demefne  lands  within  the  parifh.  14  Edw.  I.  William  lord  Botreaux  held  a fair  in 
the  village  of  Babington,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Babington.  But  the 
manor  had  fcmetime  before  been  pofTeffed  by  the  Chedders,  and  paffed  by  a coheirefs 
of  Thomas  Chedder,  21  Henry  VI.  to  Sir  John  Newton,  and  by  his  fon  Richard’s 

’ Lib.  Domefday.  •>  See  Warton’s  Hift.  of  Kiddington,  p.  38,  39,  40. 

' Now  a depopulated  place.  It  belonged  alfo  at  the  Conqueft  to  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances : “ Azeline  holds 

“ of  the  Bifliop  Mi  llescote.  Two  thanes  held  it  of  the  church  of  Glaflonbury,  and  could  not  be  feparated 
“ from  it,  and  gelded  for  five  hides  and  a half.  The  arable  is  five  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate  and  a 
“ half,  and  three  fervants,  and  nine  villanes,  and  fix  bordars,  and  five  cottagers,  with  five  ploughs.  There  is  a 
mill  of  fix  fhiliings  and  fix-pence  rent,  and  three  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  four  furlongs  long,  and  two  fur- 
" longs  broad,  and  as  much  wood.  It  was  worth  forty  fhiliings,  now  four  pounds.”  Lib.  Domefday. 
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coheirefs,  i and  2 Ph.  and  Mary,  to  Sir  Thomas  Griffin,  knt.  It  afterwards  came  to  the 
pofleffion  of  William  Long,  efqj  and  is  now  the  property  of  Norton  Knatchbull,  efq; 
nephew  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Long. 

The  living  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Fromp,  and  in  the  gift  of  Samuel  Twyford, 
and  Thomas  Samuel  Jolliffe,  efqrs.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Batchelor  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  was  built  in  the  year  1750  by  Mrs.  Longj  it  is  a fmall  neat  edifice, 
dedicated  to  St.  Margaret. 

The  manfion  of  Mr.  Knatchbull  Hands  near  it,  in  a very  pleafant  fituation,  being 
Iheltered  on  the' north  by  a fine  wood  at  about  a furlong  diftance;  between  which  and 
the  houfe  is  a large  piece  of  water.  The  pleafure  grounds  are  prettily  difpofed. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  annually  on  an  average  fix;  the  burials  four. 

The  expences  of  the  poor  here  were  in  1770,  61I.  15s.  yd.;  in  1778,  89I.  8s.  7d. 


BUCKLAND-D  INHAM 

Lies  eaftward  from  Babington,  on  the  borders  of  the  hundred  of  Frome.  Its  fitu- 
ation is  nearly  on  the  eaftern  brow  of  a hill,  which  overlooks  feveral  pleafant 
vales  of  mead  and  pafture.  A fine  fpring  rifes  at  Moonleigh’s,  and  from  it  a rivulet 
runs  into  the  Frome.  Another  fpring  iflfues  at  Barrow-Hill,  and  forms  a brook,  which, 
after  dividing  this  parilh  from  that  of  Elm,  runs  alfo  into  the  river  Frome.  The  turn- 
pike-road fromBrillol  to  the  town  of  Frome  palfes  through  the  village,  which  confifts 
of  a long  ftrcet  of  mean  houfes.  It  formerly  was  a large  and  very  confiderable  place, 
having  a market  on  Tuefdays,  a fair  for  three  days,  and  a very  large  manufadlure  of 
woollen-cloth.  Here  was  a market-crofs  and  towri-houfe,  where  affizes  were  frequently 
held.  This  town  arofe  chiefly  from  the  munificence  of  the  Denhams  its  old  lords, 
who  gave  it  its  name,  and  many  of  whom  refided  here  in  a noble  manfion  long  fince 
level  with  the  ground. 

That  it  was  in  ancient  timxes  a very  confiderable  m.anor,  appears  from  the  great  furvey 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  which  fays, 

**  Donno  [a  King’s  thane]  holds  Bochelande.  The  fame  held  it  in  the  time  of 
“ King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  twelve  hides.  The  arable  is  feven  carucates.  There 
are  five  ploughs,  and  eleven  villanes,  and  five  cottagers,  and  feven  fervants,  and  forty 
“ acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  coppice  wood,  and  half  a mile  of  pafture  in 
“ length,  and  one  furlong  and  a half  in  breadth,  and  a mill  rendering  feven  fhillings. 
“ It  was  formerly  worth  eight  pounds,  now  one  hundred  fliillings.”® 


* Lib.  Domefday. 
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BUCKLAND-D  INHAM.  [Eilmersnoit^ 


The  manor  of  Buckland  came  to  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Dinhams  foon  after  the  Con- 
quell.  Of  this  family  an  account  has  already  been  given  in  the  defcription  of  Corton, 
in  the  hundred  of  Horethornej*’  to  which  the  reader  is  referred j and  it  only  remains 
here  to  fay,  that  both  this  manor  and  that  were  held  under  the  fame  name  till  difperfed 
by  coheirefles  in  the  time  of  Edw.  IV.  After  which  it  was  chiefly  held  in  moieties  or 
parcels.  30  Henry  VIII.  John  lord  Zouch  and  Seymour,  fon  and  heir  of  John  lord 
Zouch,  and  Joan  his  wife,  c^ne  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  John  lord  Dinham, 
held  two  parts  of  the  fourth  part  of  this  manor.  19  Henry  VIII.'"  Sir  William 
Compton,  knt.  held  at  his  death  a fourth  part  of  the  fame,  leaving  Peter  Compton  his 
fon  and  heir.'*  33  Eliz.  Henry  lord  Compton  fold  his  part  to  Webb,  and  he  to  Hodges.. 
And  36  Henry  VIII.  John  earl  of  Bath  fold  a fourth  part  of  the  manor  to  Thomas. 
Bamfeilde,  efq.  By  which,  and  various  other  purchases  the  manor  became  jointly 
veiled  in  the  families  of  Bamfeilde  and  Hodges  j and  the  lhare  of  the  former  is  now 
inherited  by  Sir  Charles  Bampfylde,  bart.  that  of  the  latter  by  Henry  Strachey,  of 
Sutton-Court,  efq. 

The  church  of  Buckland-Dinham,  valued  in  1292  at  fifteen  marks,*  is  a peculiar  and 
prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Wells.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Payne  is  the  prefent  prebendary 
and  redlor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ames  is  vicar. 

The  church  Hands  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael/  it 
confills  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  fide  ailes,  with  a tower  at  the  well  end,  containing 
five  bells. 

In  the  north  aile,  on  three  llones  in  the  floor,  lie  the  effigies  of  Sir  John  Dinham 
and  Joan  his  wife,  with  another  of  the  fame  family.  On  railing  one  of  thefe  llones  a 
few  years  fince  a human  body  was  found  beneath  it  in  a llone  coffin,  which  on  being 
touched  crumbled  into  dull.  This  Sir  John  Dinham,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Edw.  II. 
founded  a chantry  in  the  church  of  Buckland,  and  gave  twenty  acres  of  arable  land, 
two  acres  of  meadow,  and  pallure  for  four  oxen,  with  two  mills,  all  in  the  parilh  of 
Buckland,  to  a chaplain  to  perform  divine  fervice  in  the  church  of  St.  Michael  of 
Buckland,  for  the  foul  of  the  faid  John  every  day  for  ever.® 

Colonel  Warwick  Bampfylde  gave  by  will  ten' pounds  per  annum  for  ever  to  the  poor 
of  this  parilh,  who  do  not  receive  colledion. 

There  is  a fmall  hamlet  called  Murtree  or  Mortrav. 


The  parilh  of  Buckland  gave  name  to  a very  ancient  and  opulent  family,  who  were 
lords  of  Hemington  hard  by. 

* See  p.  361,  362,  of  this  vol.  ‘ Inq.  pod  Mort.  '*  Inq,  capt.  ap.  Yevyll,  22  Jan.  20  Hen.  VIII. 

* Taxat.  Spiritual.  ' Eilon,  by  miftake,  fays  St.  Mary.  * Inq.  ad  quod  Damn.  19  Edw.  II. 
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HARDINGTON. 

Northward  from  Buckland  Ues  Hardington,  a parilh  almofl:  depopulated^ 
It  belonged  to  the  Bifhop  of  Coutances  at  tho  time  that  the  Norman  furvey  was 
drawn  up,  and  in  all  probability  had  its  name  from  Harding  one  of  the  Saxon  thanes, 
who  poflefTed  confiderable  property  in  this  neighbourhood, 

Ralph  holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Hardintone,  Three  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of 
“ King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  four  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne 
“ are  two  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and  one  villane,  and  feven  cottagers,  with  three 
“ ploughs.  There  are  thirty- fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  twelve  acres  of  coppice-wood.. 
“ It  v/as  and  is  worth  four  pounds.  In  this  manor  is  one  hide  appertaining  to  Ha- 
“ MiNTONE.  Baldwin  holds  it,  and  has  common  pafture  for  this  manor.”* 

William  and  Alexander  de  Hardington  were  of  this  place  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.'’ 
The  heirs  of  John  Le  Sore  held  the  manors  of  Hardington  and  Wydergrave  9 Edw.  II. 
by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee.'"  John  de  Pederton  was  afterwards  lord  of  this 
manor,  and  at  his  death  left  a daughter,  Agnes,  married  to  John  Baumfilde,  efq;  whofe 
fbn,  Peter  Baumfilde,  poflefTed  this  eflate,  and  tranfmitted  it  to  his  pofterity;  Sir 
Charles  Warwick  Bampfylde,  bart.  being  the  prefent  owner.  The  manor-houie,  now 
in  ruins,  flood  near  the  church  j and  there  was  a fine  park  flocked  with  deer,  extending 
to  the  top  of  a hill  from  which  there  is  an  extenfive  and  pleafing  view. 

The  living  is  a redory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  gift  of  Sir  Charles 
Warwick  Bampfylde.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  flrudure,  fifty  feet  long,  and  eighteen  wide j a fmall  tower 
Hands  at  the  well  end. 

In  the  chancel  is  a flately  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  infcribed, **  In 

memory  of  the  honourable  Colonel  Warwick  Bampfield,  late  of  this  plat:e,  efq;  who 
deceafed  Dec.  6,  1694,  aged  72.  As  alfo  of  John  Bampfield,  efq;  his  elder  brother^ 
and  of  Dame  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir  James  Drax,  their  filler;  who,  together  with  her 
hufband,  were  interred  in  a vault  in  the  parifh  church  of  St.  John  Zachariah,  London, 
which  was  confumed  in  the  great  conflagration  of  that  city  in  1666,  and  not  rebuilt.. 
And  likewife  in  memory  of  Thomas  Bampfield,  efq;  their  grandfather;  and  alfo  of 
Thomas  Bampfield,  efq;  their  great-grandfather.”  Arms,  On  a bend  three  mullets,. 

* Lib.  Domefday.  * Cart.  Antiq.  ^ Efc. 
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is  the  next  parifli  northweft  from  Hardington,  fituated  on  a gentle  declivity,  in  a 
country  well  wooded  and  watered.  This  was  one  of  the  four  manors  which  Baldwin 
de  Execelire  poiTefled  in  this  county  from  the  grant  of  King  William  the  Conqueror. 

Baldwin  holds  Hamitone  of  the  King.  Siward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  twenty-one  hides.  The  arable  is  twenty  carucatesj  thereof 
“ in  demefne  are  eight  hides,  and  there  are  four  carucates,  and  eleven  fervants,  and^ 
“ twenty-fix  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  twelve  ploughs.  There  are  twelve 
“ acres  of  meadow,  and  fifty  acres  of  coppice-wood.  Failure  half  a mile  long,  and 
“ half  a mile  broad.  It  was  and  is  worth  nineteen  pounds.  Of  this  land  one  hide  lies 
‘‘  in  the  common  pailure  of  Hardintone,  a manor  of  the  Biihop  of  Coutances.”* 

This  Baldwin  de  Execeilre,  whofe  former  name  had  been  Baldwin  de  Brionis,  was 
flieriff  of  the  county  of  Devon,  an  office  appertaining  to  the  honour  of  Oakhampton, 
.given  him  by  King  William  the  Conqueror.  Richard,  his  eldeil  fon,  who  was  fur- 
named  de  Redvers,  or  Rivers,  was  by  King  Henry  I.  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign 
created  Earl  of  Devon,  and  was  the  firft  perfon  that  ever  enjoyed  that  honour;  to  which 
a number  of  manors,  not  only  in  Devonftiire,  but  in  this  and  other  counties,  were 
annexed  for  its  dignity  and  fupport.  Elemington  was  one  of  thofe  manors,  and  an 
inquifiqon  taken  i Edw.  I.  fets  forth,  that  John  de  Courtney  held  the  faid  manor  of 
the  King  in  capite  by  barony,  by  reafon  of  its  being  a member  of  the  barony  of  Oak- 
hampton. And  Hugh  de  Widworthy,  Nicholas  de  St.  Vidlore,  and  Roger  de  Moel, 
held  half  a knight’s  fee  of  the  faid  John  Courtney  in  the  manor  of  Hemington  by 
knight’s  fervice.'’  In  this  family  of  Courtney  it  continued  till  the  time  of  Edw.  IV. 
when  Elizabeth  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Thomas  Courtney  earl  of  Devon,, 
who  was  taken  in  the  baftle  of  Towton  in  1461,  transferred  it  by  marriage  to  Sir  Hugh 
Conway,  kn!^  From  that  family  it  pafiTed  to  Sir  William  Knevett,  knt.  and  thence 
to  the  families  of  Buckland  and  Coppleftone.  36  Henry  VIII.  Richard  Buckland  and 
Humphry  Coppleftone  conveyed  the  manor  with  the  redlory  and  advowfon  of  the 
church  of  Hemington  to  Thomas  and  John  Bampfield,  efqrs.'  in  whofe  family  it  has 
continued  till  this  time,  and  is  now  the  eftate  of  Sir  Charles  Warwick  Bampfylde,  bart. 

Within  this  parifli  were  formerly  feveral  confider.able  villages,  having  m^jnerial 
riglitS  under  the  lords  of  Hemington. 

High-Church,  which  ftands  northeaftward  from  Hemington,  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  fpot  where  the  original  parifti-church  ftood.  i Ric.  11.  Thomas  Flory  held  a 
third  part  of  a knight’s  fee  in  High-Church.  10  Henry  IV.  William  Burlefton  was 
owner  of  this  manor."*  i Henry  VI.  Hugh  Courtney  earl  of  Devon  died  feized  of  the 
third  part  of  one  knight’s  fee,  which  William  le  Prous  formerly  held  in  Ileigh-Church 
juxta  Hemington.'  This  place  is  now  reduced  to  one  houfe,  which  is  the  ancient 
manfion  of  its  lords,  and  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill, 

* Lib.  Domefday.  Efc,  ' Licence  to  alienate.  ’ •‘Elc.’  'Ibid. 
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Near  High-Church  is  Falkland,  another  ancient  manor,  which  gave  name  to  a 
family.  lo  Henry  IV.  Walter  the  fon  of  John  Folkland,  who  was  outlawed  for  felony, 
held  one  meffuage  and  ten  fhillings  rent  in  Falkland  of  William  Burlefton  as  of  his 
manor  of  High-Church.^  In  the  time  of  Henry  V.  Nicholas  de  St.  Vigore  held  the 
fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee  here.  It  now  belongs  to  Sir  Charles  Warwick 
Bamfylde,  bart. 

A third  ancient  manor  within  this  parilh  is  Huntminster,  a name  which  feems  to 
imply  a church  there  in  the  Saxon  times.  William  le  Prouz  held  the  village  of  Hunt-  , 
minfter  in  the  manor  of  Hemington  20  Edw.  I.^  The  fervice  by  which  it  was  held  was 
half  a knight’s  fee.  This  place  is  now  depopulated. 

The  benefice  of  Hemington  was  valued  in  1292  at  nineteen  marks  j and  a penfion  of 
four  marks  was  paid  out  of  it  to  Henry  de  Efie,  canon  of  Sarum.’’  It  is  a redlory  in 
the  deanery  ofFrome.  The  lord  of  the  manor  is  patron,  and  the  Rev.  Giles  Hill  is 
the  prefent  incumbent. 

' The  church,  which,  according  to  Browne  Willis,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  confifts 
of  a nave,  chancel,  fouth  aile,  and  tower  at  the  weft  end. 


On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a mural  monum.ent  of  ftone, In  memory 

of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hill,  daughter  of  Mr.  Stephen  Hill,  redor  of  this  parifhj  and  Mary 
his  wife,  who  died  at  Bath,  March  i,  and  was  buried  at  the  entrance  into  this  chancel 
March  3,  1725,  aged  18  years.  In  this  chancel  lies  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gyles 
Hill,  A.  M.  redor  of  this  parifhi  he  died  Od.  29,  1755,  aged  63.” 


Near  the  communion-table; “ Here  lies  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Hill, 

M.  A.  late  redor  of  this  parifli,  who'died  July  24,  1737,  aged  84  years.  Alfo  Mary 
the  wife  of  Stephen  Hill  died  January  9,  1752,  aged  87.” 

On  a brafs  plate  on  a tomb  in  the  fouth  aile  is  the  following  infcription; “ Here 

lyeth  the  body  of  John  Halkfield,  which  departed  to  God  full  mekely  in  the  yeare  of 
our  Lord  God  1528,  on  whofe  foul  God  have  mercy.  Amen.” 

In  this  aile  are  feveral  flat  ftones  to  the  Vigor  family. 

On  a black  ftone  in  the  middle  paffage: “ Here  lies  the  body  of  Adolphus 

Darknel,  of  Folkland,  gent,  who  died  June  14,  1710.  And  of  Sarah  his  wife,  who 
died  Aug.  31,  17 ii.”  Arms,  a lion  paftant  regardant  between  three  helme-ts. 


On  an  adjoining  ftone:— Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Francis  Hales,  gent,  who  de- 
parted this  life  June  i,  1764,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age.”  Arms,  Chevron  Jahle 
between  three  lions  rampant.  Creft,  a lion  rampant. 

Againft  one  of  the  pillars  in  the  fouth  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  infcribed, 
Sifte  viator.  Heare  by  lyeth  the  bodys  of  Edward  Batchelor,  gent,  and  Katharine 
his  wife,  expedting  the  joyful  day  of  refurredlion.  Katharine  departed  the  20ch  of  July,  - 
Edward  departed  the  iith  of  Dec.  1667.  Cum  legls  efto  memor.  He  gave  50I.  to 
the  poore  of  five  neighbouring  parifhes,  lol.  to  each  pariftij  and  the  reft  he  diftributed 
to  his  kindred  by  confanguinity  and  affinity.” 

^ Efc.  ® Ibid.  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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On  the  foiith  wall  of  the  fouth  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  infcribed, 

“ Near  this  place  lies  interred  the  body  of  Samuel  Vigor,  gent,  v/ho  died  Sept.  14,^ 
1711,  in  the  7 ift  year  of  his  age;  who  gave  for  the  relief  of  two  poor  labouring  men, 
each  not  having  above  four  in  family,  two  cottages,  and  5I.  4s.  per  annum  for  ever. 
And  20s.  per  annum  to  be  diftributed  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh  in  bread  on  the  25th 
of  Dec.  yearly  for  ever.  Alfo  50s.  per  annum  for  the  fchooling  of  two  poor  children 
of  this  parifli,  and  two  poor  children  of  the  parifh  of  Wedmore,  for  ever.” 

On  a frame  againft  the  north  walh “ The  honourable  Col.  Warwick  Bampfield, 

of  Hardington,  (who' dyed  Dec.  6,  1694)  by  his  laft  will  gave  20I.  a year  forever,  out 
of  the  old  rents  and  profits  of  Hemington,  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh.” 

In  the  church -yard  are  many  grave-ftones,  but  nothing  of  confequence  appears  on 


them. 


HOLCOMBE 


IS  a parifh  weft  from  Babington,  fituated  in  a country  interfecfted  with  deep  vallies; 

whence  its  name.  The  foil  is  moftly  red,  very  rich,  and  abounds  with  coal;  the  ^ 
lands  are  chiefly  pafture.  The  manor  was  the  property  of  Roger  de  Curcelle  foon 
after  the  Conqueft,  and  had  this  defcription;  ' 

Alward  holds  of  Roger,  Holecumbe.  He  himfelf  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  two  carucates.  In  de- 
mefne  is  one  carucate,  and  two  fervantsj  and  one  villane,  and  five  cottagers,  with  half 
‘‘  a plough.  There  is  a mill  of  fixpence  rent,  and  feventy-five  acres  of  pafture,  and 
“ fifteen  acres  of  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  ten  fhillings.’” 

This  manor  was  held  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter,  under  whom  its  chief  lords  after 
the  Conqueft  were,  the  family  of  Palton.  William  de  Palton  held  at  his  death,  28 
Henry  VI.  the  manor  of  Holcomb,  of  the  heir  of  John  Wyke,  together  with  the  feveral 
manors  of  Paulton,  Timfborough,  Corfcomb,  Wick,  Bourbache,  Camerton,  Withi- 
comb,  Elworthy,  Brompton-Ralph;  and  lands  in  Paulton,  Timfborough,  Cameley, 
Chewton-Mendip,  Camerton,  Clutton,  Dunkerton,  Midfummer-Norton,  Kilmerfdon, 
Durcot,  Holcombe,  Whitchurch,  and  Hinton-Blewet.  Thefe  lands  defcended  to 
Joan  the  wife  of  John  Kelly,  and  Agnes  the  wife  of  Nicholas  St.  Loe,  his  coufins  and 
and  heirs.'’  This  manor  became  afterwards  the  property  of  the  Horners. 

The  abbey  of  Keynfham  had  property  in  the  village,  and  prefented  to  the  benefice, 
which  is  a redlory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  now  in  the  gift  of  Thomas  Horner,  of 
Mells-Park,  efq.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Biftiop  istheprefent  incumbent. 


* Lib.  Domefday. 
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The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  is  romantically  fituated  in  a circular 
hollow,  on  the  brow  of  a very  deep  valley  to  the  weft.  It  is  a very  old  building, 
having  a fine  Saxon  arch  at  the  entrance  of  the  porch  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  other 
marks  of  ancient  architefture. 

In  the  year  1770  this  parifti  paid  to  the  poor  144I.  13s,  5d.i  in  1778,  153I  5s.  5d. 


IS  a village  fituated  eight  miles  fouth  from  Bath,  in  the  turnpike-road  from  that  city 
to  Wells,  and  upon  its  interfedion  with  the  old  Roman  Fofle-road,  from  which  it  is 
denominated;  Rab,  in  the  Saxon  language,  fignifying  a road,  and  Sroc,  a village. 
This  road  for  about  a quarter  of  a mile  is  vifible  almoft  in  its  original  ftate,  being 
raifed  high  above  the  fide-dikes,  about  fix  feet  broad,  and  having  a convex  furface. 
As  this  is  not  at  prefent  a publick  road,  it  may  poflibly  remain  a monument  of  anti- 
quity for  many  ages  to  come. 

Although  from  its  name  the  Saxons  feem  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  place; 
yet  no  mention  is  made  it  in  the  furvey  taken  of  their  lands  in  the  time  of  King 
William  the  Conqueror.  It  was  given  by  King  William  II.  to  Robert  Fitz-Hamon 
earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  held  of  his  fucceffors  Earls  of  Gloucefter  for  feveral  centuries.* 
1 1 Edw.  I.  it  was  found  by  an  inquifition  that  the  tithings  of  Radftock,  Babington, 
Hardington,  and  Holcombe,  which  belonged  of  old  to  the  hundred  of  Kilmerfdon, 
had  in  the  time  of  Henry  III,  been  withdrawn  therefrom  by  Richard  earl  of  Gloucefter, 
by  reafon  of  their  being  of  the  fee  of  the  faid  Earl.'’  About  this  time  Henry  de 
Mountfort  was  mefne  lord  of  this  manor,  .and  was  fucceeded  therein  by  Reginald  de 
Mountfort  his  fon  and  heir,  who  held  the  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  by 
the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee,  7 Edw.  IL'  He  was  alfo  lord  of  Wellow.'  1 3 Edw.  III. 
Philip  de  Wellefleigh  held  the  manor  of  Radftock  of  Hugh  Difpenfer,  reverfionary 
after  his  death  to  William  Banifter  and  Elizabeth  his  wife.^  19  Ric.  II.  William 
Banifter  held  the  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  of  Lord  le  Dilpenfer, 
by  knight’s  fervice  and  fuit  of  court,  as  of  the  honour  of  Gloucefter.  He  died  that 
fame  year,  leaving  one  daughter,  Joan,  to  inherit  his  eftates.  Which  Joan  was  mar- 
ried to  Robert  de  Alfoxton,  of  Alfoxton  in  the  parifti  of  Stringfton,  whom  ftie  furvived, 
and  had  to  her  fecond  hulband  Sir  John  Hill,  knt.  by  whom  ftie  had  iflue  Robeit 
Hill,  who  was  of  Spaxton  in  this  county.  He  died  4 Henry  VI.  leaving  John  his 
fon  and  heir;  to  whom  fucceeded  a fecond  John,  whofe  foie  daughter  and  heirefs  was 
married  to  Sir  William  Say,  knt.  Flaving  no  iflue,  the  manor  reverted  to  Elizabeth 
fifter  of  the  laft-mentioned  John  Hill,  the  wife  of  John  Cheyney,  efq;  whofe  fon  John 
left  four  daughters  his  coheireflTes,  one  of  whom  being  married  to  Edward  Waldegrave, 


“ Cart,  Antiq.  •’  Ex  bnndel.  Efc. 

VOL.  II. 


* Lib.  Feed. 


N n n 


458 


R A D s T O c K.  [MmersBon, 


cfq;  transferred  this  manor,  with  other  eftates,  to  that  family,  in  which  it  ftill  continues, 
being  now  the  pofleflion  of  John  Earl  Waldegrave,  Vifcount  Chewton. 

The  benefice  of  Radftock  is  reilorial,  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  and  in  the  patronage 
of  Lord  Waldegrave.  The  Rev.  Mr.  James  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  The  prior  of 
Bath  received  from  the  parfonage  a yearly  penfion  of  four  marks.^ 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  is  a fmall  plain  ftrudure,  and  contains  no- 
thing remarkable. 

A coal-work  has  of  late  years  been  opened  in  this  parifli,  and  is  carried  on  with 
great  fuccefs. 

* Taxat,  SpirituaS. 


STRATTONon  theFOSSE.  • 

This  place,  lying  fouthward  from  Radftock,  obtained  its  original  name  from  it5 
fituation  on  the  fame  old  ftreet,  the  Fofle,  (as  its  modern  appellation  more 
plainly  exprefles  it)  running  in  a ftrait  line  to  the  ancient  town  of  Ivelchefter.  There 
are  other  places  in  various  parts  of  England  called  by  the  fame  name,  and  for  a 
fimilar  reafon. 

King  Edgar  gave  this  manor,  confifting  of  fix  hides,  to  the  abbey  of  Glaftonbury,^ 
of  which  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Confeflbr  it  was  held  by  Alwold,  one  of  the 
Saxon  thanes.  But  William  the  Conqueror,  taking  this  among  other  lands  belonging 
to  that  monaftery  into  his  own  pofteflion,  beftowed  it  upon  his  favourite  prelate  and 
afliftant  the  Bifhop  of  Coutancesj  and  we  find  it  thus  recorded  in  the  general  furvey: 

The  fame  William  holds  of  the  Bifhop,  Str  atone,  Alwold  held  it  in  the  time 
“ of  King  Edward  of  the  church  of  Glaftingberie,  nor  could  it  be  feparated  fi*om  it, 
“ and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  are  two 
“ carucates,  and  three  fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  fix  cottagers,  with  a plough  and  a 
“ half.  There  is  a mill  of  five  (hillings  rent,  and  twenty  acres  of  meadow.  Failure 
“ four  furlongs  in  length  and  breadth.  Wood  three  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs 
“ broad.  It  was  worth  fifty  (hillings,  now  four  pounds. 

To  this  manor  is  added  one  hide  and  a half  in  Picote,  (now  called  Pitcott.) 
“ Wlmar  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  could  go  where  he  would.  The 
“ arable  is  one  carucate.  There  are  two  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  with  one  fervant. 
“ There  is  a mill  of  forty  pence  rent,  and  feven  acres  of  meadow,  and  two  furlongs  of 
“ pafture,  and  one  furlong  of  wood.  It  was  and  is  worth  twenty  (hillings.  William 
holds  it  of  the  Biihop.”*’ 

* Johan.  Glafton.  Hift.  de  rebus  Glaftonien.  i.  139,  Lib.  Domefday. 

The 


EilmergUonO  STRATTON  on  the  fosse.  ^59 

The  manor  of  Pitcott  is  thus  further  furveyed: 

« The  fame  [Edmund]  holds  Picote.  ladulf  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  three  hides  and  a half.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  are 
« two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  three  villanes,  and  eight  cottagers,  with  two 
ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fifty  pence  rent.  There  are  eight  acres  of  meadow, 
“ and  twelve  acres  of  pafture,  and  fifty  acres  of  wood.  It  was  and  is  now  worth  four 
pounds.”" 

The  Gournays  were  the  lords  of  Stratton,  till  it  became  affixed  to  the  dutchy  of 
Cornwdlj  whereto  it  now  belongs,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  living  of  Stratton  is  a reflory  in  the  deanery  of  Frome,  valued  in  1292  at  nine 
marks.*^  The  Prince  of  Wales  is  patron;  the  Rev.  Philip  Dart  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Vigor,  confilling  of  a nave,  chancel  and  north  aile 
newly  built  by  Mrs.  Knatchbull,  who  alfo  new  pewed  the  church  in  1782  with  neat 
pannelled  deal.  The  chancel  was  rebuilt  (all  but  the  eaft  wall)  at  the  expence  of  the 
Rev,  Richard  Hughes,  redor. 

' Lib.  Domefday.  '*  Taxat.  Spiritual. 


WRITHE  I NGTON 

IS  a fmall  village,  containing  about  fourteen  houfes,  and  fituated  on  the  northeaft 
Hope  of  a hill  eaftward  from  Radftock.  Its  ancient  name  was  WntelinSioney  under 
which  It  is  noticed  in  the  Norman  furvey,  as  follows : 

Bridoward  holds  Writelinctone.  Bridwold  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  fix  hides.  The  arable  is  five  carucates,  and  in  all  there  are 
‘‘  eight  villanes  and  three  cottagers.  There  are  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  and  twenty 
‘‘  four  acres  of  pafture,  and  twelve  acres  of  coppice-wood.  It  was  heretofore  worth 
one  hundred  ffiillingsj  now  four  pounds.”* 

This  manor  is  now  the  property  of  William  Moore,  of  Charlton,  efq. 

The  church  is  a prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Sarum;  the  prefent  redor  is  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Trickey,  of  Salilbury.  In  1292  it  was  valued  at  eight  marks.'’ 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary-Magdalen,  is  a fmall  and  humble  pile,  ftanding 
in  a pidurefque  Ipot  under  the  hill;  in  the  bottom  of  the  vale  below  it  are  rich  meads 
watered  by  a ftream  rifing  at  Stone-eafton,  and  running  through  this  parifh  and  Rad- 
ftock into  the  Avon  near  Bath,  It  is  built  of  ftone,  and  confifts  of  the  nave,  one  fmall 

* Lib.  JDomefday.  Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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aile,  chancel,  and  porch.  Its  length  from  eaft  to  weft  is  52  feet,  width  22  feet,  the 
roof  coved  and  cieled,  being  22  fe^t  high.  At  the  weft  end  is  a very  fmall  low  tower 
containing  two  little  bells. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  mural  monument  of  grey  marble,  with 

the  following  infcription: ‘‘H.  I.  L Maria  vxor  Thomas  Coxeter,  A.  M.  hujus 

eccles.  re£t„  filia  Johan,  et  Maris  Deacon  de  Burfordin  agro  Oxon..  gen’*  ob.  5'“  die 
Junij,  A.  D.  1727,  stat.  fus  60.  Maria  relida  J.  Deacon,  predidl.  ob.  5'°  die  9bris,. 
A.  D.  1710,  stat.  fus  84.  Richardus,  Sara,  Benjamin,  infantes  & proles  T.  & M. 
Coxeter  predidt.  Richardus,  ob.  Jan”'  17,  A.D..  1697,  i"""  menfe  stat.  fus.  Sara  ob. 
14“  Maij  A.  D.  1705,  1'““  menfe  stat.  fus..  Benjamin,  ob.  die  Feb,  A.  D.  i7io> 
setat.  fus  2"°.  Omnefqj  refurredlionem  felicem  expedtant..”^ 

In  the  north  aile  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,.  with  the  following  infcription : 

**  To  the  dear  memory  of  Bridget,  wife  of  J5.  Salmon,  of  Writhlington,  gent,  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Bridget  Eyre,  of  the  city  of  New-Sarum,  who  died  Jan.  4, 

1691,  aged  26.” 

On  a black  tablet  of  marble  beneath  this  mo'hument  Is  the  following  infcription ; 

Neer  this  place  refteth  the  body  of  Bridget  Eyre,  relidl  of  William  Eyre,  of  the  city 
of  New-Sarum,  clerkj  her  firft  hufband  was  Thomas  Flower,  of  Melkftiam  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  gent,  and  fhe  was  daughter  of  John  Mitchell,  of  Calfton  in  the  faid 
county  of  Wilts,  gent.  She  died,  in  the  aflured  hope  of  a joyful  refurredlion  to  ever- 
laftinglife,  the  loth  of  February,  1692,  aged  68.” 

On  two  ftones  in  the  chancel  floor: Mary  Deacon,  1710.  Richard  Coxe, 

1697.  Mary  Coxeter,  1727.  Sarah  Coxeter,  1705.” 

On  a ftone  in  the  fouth  aile: **  Mrs.  Bridget  Eyre,  died  the  loth  day  of  FeU 

1692,  aged  68.  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Salmon,  died  Dec,  6,  1719,  aged  63.” 


Cfie 
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This  dlftria,  confiftlng  of  two  parifties,  is  contiguous  to,  and  was  formerly 
part  of  the  hundred  of  Kilmerfdon,  under  the  jurifdidlion  of  whofe  lords  it 
continued  till  the  time  of  Henry  III.  when  it  was,  at  the  inftance  of  the  monks 
of  Glaftonbury,  releafed  from  all  fuit  and  fervice  to  the  hundred  court,  by  Ralph  de 
Sulleny,  then  lord  of  the  manor  and  the  hundred  of  Kilmerfdon.* 

Thomas  Horner,  efqj  is  the  prefent  lord  of  this  Liberty. 

^ Regift.  Abbat.  Glafton.  Job.  Glafton.  Index  Chartar.  400. 
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This  is  a large  and  populous  parifh,  three  miles  weft  from  Frome,  and  thirteen 
eaft  from  Wells.  The  fituation  of  the  village  is  very  beautiful  and  pidlurefque, 
the  ground  being  full  of  hill  and  vale  pleafingly  intermingled  with  wood.  To  the  eaft 
of  the  church  is  a romantick  narrow  valley,  called  JVadbury  or  Modbury  Vaky  which 
extends  in  a winding  diredtion  to  the  extremity  of  the  parilh,  and  is  afterwards  continued 
through  that  of  Elm  and  into  Frome,  where  it  finally  ends,  its  length  being  nearly 
two  miles:”  it  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been  formed  by  the  violent  effedt  of  an 
earthquake,  the  projedting  rocks  on  one  fide  anfwering  to  the  indentures  on  the  other. 
It  is  about  fixty  yards  in  breadth  at  the  bottom,  where  a river,  at  fome  feafons  not 
inconfiderable,  flows  over  a rocky  channel,  in  which,  from  the  inequality  of  the  furface, 
many  bold  cafcades  are  formed.  The  margin  of  the  ftream  is  thickly  overhung  with 
fhrubs  and  oak  trees.  The  fides  of  the  vale  are  from  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  high,  nearly  perpendicular,  and  clothed  with  fine  hanging  coppices,  through 
which  vaft  rocks  projedl  with’  amazing  grandeur.  On  the  top  of  the  rocks  are  the 
veftiges  of  fome  very  ancient  encampments,  the  works  on  each  fide  the  valley  oppofite 
to  each  other.  On  Newboroughy  or  Netv  'bury  hill,  is  JVadbury  camp,  of  a fquarifh  form, 
furrounded  by  a fingle  ditch : this,  though  fmall,  pnuft.  have  been  a ftation  for  horfe, 
as  there  are  evident  remains  of  a road,  made  at  immenfe  labour,  for  the  cavalry  to  go 
down  the  rocks  to  the  river.  On  the  fummit  of  a hill,  not  far  diftant,  to  the  northeaft, 
was  another  fmall  encampment,  to  this  day  called  “ the  Bulwarks it  had  three 

*“  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  this  fequeftered  vale  there  are  two  iron  forges,  which  at  this'  period  are 
carrying  on  a trade,  little  inferior,  in  point  of  extenlion,  to  thofe  in  the  northern  part  of  this  kingdom.  All  the 
weftern  counties  are  fupplied  at  thefe  manufadlories  with  every  iron  implement  of  hulbandry,  and  their  con- 
nexions extend  to  the  European  and  American  continents. 

ditches. 
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ditches,  one  within  the  other,  and  was  w'ell  calculated  for  a poll  of  obfervation,  com- 
manding a view  of  the  country,  to  a great  extent.  At  a fniall  diftance  fouthward  from, 
the  church  is  an  eminence  called  'Tent-Hill^  where  many  human  bones  have  been  difco- 
vered  in  digging  for  lapis  calaminaris.  And  on  the  fummit  of  the  down,  called  Kings- 
down,  there  is  a fquare  area,  furrounded  by  a fofle  nearly  obliterated,  with  an  entrance 
on  the  north,  in  which,  tradition  fays,  was  formerly  fought  a bloody  battle,  great 
numbers  flain,  and  in  particular  two  kings j from  which  circumftance  the  down  derived 
its  name.  The  bodies  of  the  flain  were  faid  to  have  been  interred  in  a large  adjacent 
tumulus,  which  being  levelled  fome  years  fince,  in  making  the  turnpike-road  from 
Frome  to  Radftock,  difclofed  a vaft  quantity  of  human  bones  corroborative  of  the 
tradition. 

There  are  feveral  coal- works  in  this  parifh.  In  fome  of  which  is  a ftratum  of  clay 
equal  to  the  Stourbridge  in  the  manufadture  of  crucibles:  lead,  manganefe,  pipe-clay, 
and  fuller’s-earth,  are  alfo  found  here.  In  a hill  called  Vobjler-Tort  from  the  hamlet 
of  VoBSTER,  is  a vein  of  afli-coloured  marble,  ftreaked  with  red. 

In  many  old  records  in  the  parifli  cheft,  and  in  divers  deeds  in  the  poflTefllon  of  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  this  parifli  is  ftiled  Parocbia  Mellist  the  parifli  of  honey;  and  not 
unaptly  fo;  as  bees,  if  the  expreflion  may  be  allowed,  feem  almoft  indigenous  here; 
there  being  many  places  among  the  rocks  and  in  the  trunks  of  old  oak  trees  where  they 

have  continued  time  immemorial. It  occurs  very  early  in  the  monaftick  records. 

About  A.  D.  942,  King  Edmund  I.  gave  to  Earl  Athelftan  the  whole  village, 
confifting  of  twenty  hides,  and  foon  after  the  faid  Earl  beftowed  the  fame  on  the  Abbey 
of  Glaftonbury,*  in  which  the  firft  donor  was  interred. 

“ The  church  itfelf  holds  Mvlle.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for  twenty 
“ hides.  The  arable  is  twenty  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne  are  ten  hides,  and  there 
“ are  two  carucates,  and  two  fervants,  and  eight  villanes,  and  feven  bordars,  and  five 
“ cottagers,  with  three  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  five  fliillings  rent,  and  fifteen  acres 
of  meadow,  and  twelve  acres  of  pafture.  Wood  one  mile  long,  and  two  furlongs 
“ broad.  It  is  worth  to  the  abbot  ten  pounds. 

“ Of  the  land  of  this  manor  Godeve  holds  of  the  abbot  one  hide.  Her  hufband 
held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  it  could  not  be  feparated  from  the  church. 
**  It  is  worth  feventy-eight  pence. 

“ The  Bifliop  of  Coutances  holds  of  the  King  five  hides  and  a half  belonging  to  this. 
“ manor.  Two  thanes  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  but  could  not  be  feparated. 
“ from  the  church.  Azeline  holds  it  of  the  Bilhop.”’’ 

Soon  after  the  Conqueft  one  Harding,  the  fon  of  Eadnoth,  a lawyer  and  a powerful, 
man  in  his  days,  by  fome  falfe  and  unjuft  pretence,  diftrained  this  manor  and  that, 
of  Leigh  from  the  monaftery,  and  took  them  into  his  own  hands ; this  occafioned. 
a long  litigation:  but  at  length  Abbot  Herlewine  wrefted  them  from  him,  and  re- 
ftored  them  to  his  houfe,"  which  (after  fome  other  contention  with  Roger  de  la  Mare 
in  the  time  of  Abbot  de  Blois)  retained  pofleflion  of  the  fame  till  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  The  revenues  of  the  abbot  in  this  place  were  in  1293  valued  at  16I.  iis.^^ 

» Adam  de  Domerh.  Hill.  i.  73.  •’  Lib.  Domefday.  ‘ Job.  GMon.  Hift.  i.  164. 

."  Taxat.  Temp.  Geffrey 
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Geffrey  Fromont  procured  it  a charter  of  free  warren]'  Walter  Monington,  a market 
and  a fairj^  John  de Taunton  built  a fumptuous  grange  upon  the  manor and  John  de 
Selwood,.  whofe  father  had  large  polTeflions  in  the  parifh,  intended  to  have  rebuilt  the 
town  in  the  form  of  a crofs,'’  but  finifhed  only  one  ftreet,  which  is  in  part  ft  ill  ftanding. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  I.  a writ  of  quo  warranto  was  brought  againft  the  abbot  of 
Glaftonbury,  to  fhew  caufe  for  his  retaining  two  fliillings  accruing  from  the  ftiej-ifFs 
attendance  and  aids  at  Modbury  in  the  manor  of  Mells.  The  abbot  not  being  able  to 
defend  his  right,  the  two  Ihillings  were  adjudged  to  the  King;  but  afterwards  remitted.' 

The  manor  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  by  the  diflblution  of  the  monaftery 
of  Glaftonbury,''  was  purchafed;  (as  we  are  informed  by  Leland)'  by  Mr.  Florner, 
whofe  feat  was  then  at  Cloford,  and  in  whofe  family  it  has  continued  ever  fince. — 
To.  Thomas  Horner,  efqj  who  was  living  31  Henry  VIII.  fucceeded  Sir  John 
Horner,  knt.  of  Cloford,  who  was  fheriff  of  this  county  6 and  1 5 Eliz.  and  died  24 
Sept.  29  Eliz.^  leaving  Thomas  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  then  forty  years  of  age. 
This  Thomas  was  knight  of  the  fhire  27  Eliz.  and  IherifF  of  the  county  4 Jac.  1.  and 
died  about  the  loth  of  that  reign.  John  Horner  his  fon  and  heir  was  a knight,  and. 
was  flieriff  of  this  county  14  Jac.  I.  alfb  knight  of  the  fhire  2 Car.  I.  and  again  in  1654. 
He  married  Anne  daughter  of  Sir  Geo.  Speke,  of  White-Lackington  in  this  county, 
knt.  by  whom  he  had  Sir  George  Horner,  knt.  who  alfo  12  Car.  II.  was  knight  of  the 
fhire  for  this  county,  and  was  fucceeded  by  George  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  who  married 
Elizabeth  daughter  of  Robert  Fortefcue,  of  Filleigh  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and  by 
her  had  iftue  Thomas  and  John.  Thomas  the  eldeft  married  Sufannah  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Stangeways,  of  Melbury  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  and  afllimed  thence  the 
name  ofStrangeways  Horner.  He  was  knight  of  the  fliire  for  this  county  in  1713,  and 
again  in.  1727;  he  died  Nov.  20,.  1741,  and  left  ifllie  a foie  daughter  and  heirefs,  Eli- 
zabeth, wife  to  Stephen  Fox,  efq;  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Ikhefter.  John  the  fecond. 
fon  of  George  Horner,,  and  grandfon  of  Sir  George,  married  Anne  daughter  of  Edward 
Phelips,  of  Prefton-Plucknet,  efq;  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Sir, 
Edward  Phelips,  of  Montacute  in  this  county,  knt.  and  had  iftue  one  fon,,  Thomas. 


* Cart.  4 Ed.  III.  n.  87.  ' Regift.  Abbat.  Glafton. 

e Adam  deDomerham.  Hill.  ii.  573;  " Eel.  Itin.  vii;  106.  ' Job.  Glafton., Hift.  i.  2£p.- 

The  following  furvey  was  then  taken  of  this  manor,  viz. 

“ The  Mannour.  of  Melles. 

Rentes  of  Ajfife  and  Cufomary  Tenannts.  The  rentes  of  aflife  and  cuftomary  tenanntes  there,  apperteynyng*' 
unto  the  faide  mannour,  with  the  workes  and  cuftomes,.  whiche  they  are  bounde  to  doe  by  tenure  of  there 
landes,  are  of  the  yerely  value  of  3,7!.  i8s.  4ld. 

“ Rentes  and Permes.  The  fcyte  of  the  faide  mannour,.  with  the  demaynes  apperteynihg  unto  the.fame,  are? 
letton  by  indenture  for  the  fomme  of  61.  6s.  8d. 

“ Perqiiifites  of  Court es  and  Fynes.  The  profittes  of  the  courtes,  fynes,  and  other  cafualties,  are  anfwered 
to  the  King’s  Highnefs  this  yere  at  27I.  3s.  3d. 

“ Able  Menne  to  fernse  the  King.  Alfo  there  are  of  able  menne,  belongyng  unto  the  fame,  able  to  doe  the  • 
King  fervyce,  to  the  nombre  of  30. 

“ Bondcmen.  Alfo  there  be  within  the  fayde  lordelhip  certayne  bondemen,  to  the  nombre  of  i.” 


‘I tin.  vii.  106. 


Langtoft’s  Chron.  ii.  354; 

Horner, . 
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Horner,  who  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  this  manor.  The  family  arms  are,  Sahky  three 
talbots  palTant,  argent^  2 and  i. 

The  feat,  called  Mells-Park,  a park  of  high  antiquity,  is  delightfully  fituated;  the 
plantations  are  of  large  extent,  the  gardens  fine,  and  the  whole  environs  laid  out  with 
great  tafte. 

The  living  of  Mells  is  reftorial,  and  in  the  deanery  of  Fromej  the  lord  of  the  manor 
is  the  patron;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bifhop  the  prefent  incumbent.  It  was  anciently  ap- 
propriated to  Glaftonbury-abbey,  and  valued  in  1292  at  thirty-five  marks." 

The  church  is  a handfome  ftruftur^,  confiding  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  two  fide  ailes.  ’ 
At  the  weft  end  is  a lofty  tower,  containing  a clock  and  fix  bells."  In  the  north  aile  is  a 
large  vault  belonging  to  the  Horner  family;  to  whofe  memory  are  feveral  monuments. 

In  the  fouth  aile,- “ Here  lyeth  interred  Sir  John  Horner,  knt.  who  dyed  the 

25th  of  Oft.  1659.  Dame  Ann  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Sir  George  Speke,  of 

Whitlackington  in  this  county,  knight  of  the  Bath,  who  died  March  22,  1665.” 

“ This  is  fet  up  in  remembrance  of  Elizabeth,  who  dyed  April,  22,  1680;  Ann,  who 
dyed  June  2,  1682;  Sufanna,  who  dyed  April  28,  1684: — the  daughters  of  George 
Horner,  efq;  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  Honourable  Colonel  Robert 
Fortefcue,  of  Filleigh  in  the  county  of  Devon,  efq.’' 

In  the  north  aile  is  a ftately  mural  monument  of  white  and  grey  marble, 

Infcribed  by  Thomas  Horner  to  the  pious  memory  of  his  father  George  Horner, 
(who  died  the  i ith  of  March  1707)  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  (who  died  the  5th  of  Sept. 
1693)  daughter  of  Robert  Fortefcue,  efq;  of  Filleigh  in  the  county  of  Devon;  and  of 
one  brother  and  four  fifters  near  interred. 

« And  20  Nov.  1741  died  the  abovewritten  Thomas  Strangeways  Horner,  efq;  and 
Avas  buried  in  the  vault  underneath,  with  two  of  his  fons,  which  he  had  by  his  wife 
Sufanna  Strangeways  Horner,  of  Melbury-Sampford  in  the  county  of  Dorfet.  The 
Right  Hon.  the  Lady  Ilchefter  is  their  only  furviving  child.”  Arms,  Horner;  impaling 
Azure,  a bend  engrailed  argent,  cotifed  or:  Fortefcue. 

On  a monument  of  white  marble  againft  the  north  wall,  is  this  infcription: " To 

the -memory  of  Anne  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  George  Horner,  this  is  erefted  by 
Baldwin  Malet,  efq;  to  whom  Ihe  was  married  Jan.  3,  1677,  and  by  whom  Ihe  had 
ifllie  five  fons,  and  one  daughter,  whereof  four  fons  were  only  living  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  was  on  the  ift  day  of  Auguft  1689.”  Arms,  Malet  impaled  with  Horner. 

In  the  chancel  is  a handfome  monument  of  white  and  Sienna  marble,  with  an  elegant 
and  juft  infcription  to  the  memory  of  the  late  worthy  reftor,  Thomas  Paget,  S.  T.  B. 
who  died  A.  D.  1783,  aged  78. 

" Taxat.  Spiritual. 

“ “ The  chirch  (dedicated  to  St.  Andrew)  is  faire  and  buildid  yn  tyme  of  mynde  ex  lapide  quadratn,  by  the 
hole  paroche.  One  Garlande,  a draper  of  London,  gave  frely  to  the  building  of  the  veftiarie,  a fine  and  curiofe 
pece  of  vvorke.  One  • • • * a gentilman  dwelling  there  yn  the  paroche  made  a fair  chapelle  in  the  north  fide  of 
the  chirch.  There  is  a praty  maner-place  of  Hone  harde  at  the  weft  ende  of  the  chirche.  This  be  likelihod  was 
partely  buildid  by  Abbate  Selwodde  of  Glafteinbyri.  Syns  it  fervid  the  former  of  the  lordeftiip.” 

Lei.  Itin.  vii.  106. 
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This  village  ftands  at  a fmall  diftance,  nearly  fouthweft  from  Mells.  The  old 
name  thereof  was  Lantocai,  as  appears  by  the  ancient  records  of  Glaftonbury, 
which  inform  us,  that  in  the  year  of  grace  681,  Hedda  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  with 
the  confent  of  the  kings  Kentwin  and  Baldred,  gave  Lantocai,  now  called  Legh,  con- 
fiding of  fix  hides,  to  the  monks  of  Glaftonj  which  donation  was  confirmed  by  King 
Cedwalla,  who,  although  a pagan,  fubfcribed  to  the  deed  the  fign  of  the  crofs  with  his 
own  hand/ 

This  Hedda,  or  Headda,  fucceeded  Eleutherius  in  the  bifhoprickof  Winchefter,  and 
was  efteemed  a pious  and  juft  perfon,  one  who  worthily  exercifed  his  epifcopal  charge, 
in  teaching  and  directing  his  flock,  being  enabled  thereto  more  by  the  love  of  piety 
engrafted  in  his  heart,  than  by  the  advantages  of  ftudy  or  of  learning/  This  pre- 
late, to  whom  many  miracles  were  attributed,  died  July  7,  A.  D.  704,  or,  according  to 
others,  A.  D.  705/  ‘ , 

The  village  of  Leigh  feems  to  have  fomewhat  fuffered  by  the  feveral  depredations  of 
hoftility  which  intervened  betwixt  this  peptod  and  the  Norman  invafion;  for  in  the 
account  given  thereof  in  the  record  of  William  the  Conqueror,  it  is  fet  down  at  no 
more  than  four  hides,  whereas  fix  were  its  valuation  at  the  time  of  its  being  beftowed 
on  the  abbey.  The  account  given  of  it  is  as  follows: 

The-  church  itfelf  holds  Lega.  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  it  gelded  for  four 
“hides.  The  arable  is  ten  carucates.  Thereof  are  in  demefne  two  hides.  One  of 
“ them  was  thane-land,  but  could  not  be  feparated  from  the  church.  In  demefne  are 
**  four  carucates,  with  one  fervant,  and  feven  villanes,  and  ten  cottagers,  with  five 
“ ploughs.  There  are  thirty-five  acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  pafture,  and 
“ fix  acres  of  wood.  It  is  worth  eight  pounds.”'^ 

- Very  little  further  mention  is  made  of  this  manor  till  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  when, 
after  a pofleflion  of  upwards  of  eight  hundred  years,  the  abbey  parted  with  it  to  the 
crown.  After  which  it  paflTed  with  Mells  j to  which,  with  regard  to  ecclefiaftical  mat- 
ters, it  is  a chapel. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Giles,  is  a lofty  Gothick  ftrudlure,  confifting 
of  a nave,  two  fide  ailes,  chancel,  and  porch,  all  covered  with  lead.  At  the  weft  end 
ftands  a ftately  tower,  embattled,  and  containing  fix  bells. 

This  parifhpaid  to  the  poor  in  1770,  186I.  6s.  3d.j  in  1778,  228I.  2s.  lod. 

^ Adami  de  Domerham  Hift.  i.  50,  51.  Joh.  Glafton.  Hift.  i.  91.  Bed.  Hift.  Ecclefiaft.  lib.  5.  c.  19. 

* Godwin  de  Praefulibus,  205.  Lib.  Domefday. 
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This  Hundred  is  Tcattered  into  feveral  parcels;  that  which  contains  the  parifh 
of  its  name,  and  alfp  that  of  Eaft-Lambrook,  lies  between  the  hundreds  of 
Bulfton  and  Martock.  A fmall  portion,  containing  the  parifli.of  Huilh- 
Epifcopi,  lies  near  Langport;  and  two  other  parts,  divided  by  a ftrip  of  South-Petherton 
hundred,  and  containing  the  reft  of  the  pariflies,  are  fituated  in  the  extreme  part  of  the 
county  fouthward,  on  the  borders  of  Devon.  This  whole  hundred  formerly  belonged 
to  the  Bilhops  of  Bath  and  Wells. 


KINGSBUR  Y 


IS  a parilh  fituated  on  the  river  Parret,  running  hence  to  Langport  northward,  and 
dividing  this  part  of  the  hundred  from  the  hundred  of  Pitney.  Its  ancient  name 
was  Qhingejherle^  and  its  ancient  pofleflbrs  were  the  Bilhops  of  Wells: 

“ The  fame  Billiop  [i.  e.  Gifo]  holds  Chingesberie.  He  alfo  held  it  in  the  time 
of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  twenty  hides.  The  arable  is  twenty-four  carucates. 
Thereof  are  in  demefne  fix  hides,  and  there  are  two  carucates,  and  four  fervants,  and 
‘‘  fixteen  villanes,  and  four  cottagers,  with  eleven  ploughs.  There  are  two  mills  ren- 
dering  thirty  Ihillings,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow.  Pafture  one  mile  long, 
and  three  furlongs  broad. 

“ Of  the  fame  land  of  this  manor  three  knights  and  a clerk  hold  eight  hides.  It 
is  worth  on  the  part  of  the  bilhop  twelve  pounds.  On  the  part  of  the  knights,  eight 
pounds."* 

• Lib.  Domefday. 
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41  Henry  III.  the  Bifhop  had  a charter  of  free-warren  in  this  manor j'’  and  in  1293 
the  temporalities  thereof  were  valued  at  forty-five  pounds.'  From  its  thus  early 
belonging  to  the  fee  of  Wells  it  obtained  the  additional  title  of  Epijcopi^  being  in  old 
records  filled  Kingshury-Efi/copiy  to  difiinguifh  it  from  other  lordfiiips  of  the  name. 

The  Earl  of  Berks  was  fome  time  lord  of  this  town,  and  it  now  belongs  to  the 
Honourable  James  Everard  Arundel. 

The  redlory  of  Kinglbury  was  anciently  appropriated  to  the  chancellorfliip  of  Wells, 
eredted  A.  D.  1135,  and  in  this  dignity  it  fiill  continues.-  2 061;.  1447,  the  Bifhop 
confirmed  the  ordination  of  the  vicarage  of  Kingfbury,  made  by  Bifhop  Walter 
Kafelfliaw  in  1302,  when  Henry  Hufee  was  chancellor  of  Wells,  and  redtor  of  this 
parifh,  by  which  the  vicar  was  allotted  a houfe  and  curtillage  with  eleven  acres  of  arable 
land  in  the  demefne  fields  of  the  redlor,  and  one  acre  of  meadow  lying  near  the  vicarage 
garden.  The  vicar  and  his  fucceflbrs  to  have  all  kinds  of  oblations  and  mortuaries 
contingent  to  the  parifli  church,  and  oblations  contingent  to  the  chapel  of  the  blefled 
Mary  Magdalen  in  the  court-houfe  of  the  redlor;  as  alfo  the  tithe  of  lambs,  calves, 
chicken,  geefe,  pigs,  pigeons,  eggs,  wool,  flax,  honey,  cheefe,  milk,  butter,  apples,  and 
pears,  accruing  as  well  from  the  parifliioners  as  the  court-houfe  of  the  bifhop  in  the 
village  of  Kingfbbury;  and  the  third  part  of  the  tithe  of  hay  coming  from  the  parifh- 
ioners,  and  all  the  tithe  of  hay  coming  from  the  bifiiop’s  demefnes  in  the  manor  of 
Kingfbury.  The  vicar  and  his  fucceflbrs  to  pay  the  redlor  a yearly  rent  of  two  fhil- 
lings  due  from  the  vicarage-houfe,  and  in  confideration  of  a certain  Ipace  of  ground 
granted  by  the  redlor  for  the  enlarging  the  vicarage  court;  to  maintain  at  their  own 
expence  a chaplain  and  a clerk,  to  officiate  for  them  in  the  faid  church;  to  give  holy 
water  to  any  proper  clerk,  who  fhall  frequent  the  fchools  in  work  days;  to  officiate 
themfelves  on  fabbath  days  and  fefiivals  in  the  the  faid  parifh  church;  and  moreover  to 
provide  and  fupport  proper  and  ufual  lights  in  the  chancel  of  the  faid  church ; but  to 
be  charged  with  no  other  burden.'*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Perkins  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  is  a large  and  fiately  Gothick  firuc- 
ture,  built  of  the  Ham  llone,  confifiing  of  a nave,  chancel,  two  ailes,  belfry,  porch,  and 
vefiry-room.  At  the  wefi  end  is  a very  magnificent  tower,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  high,  of  excellent  mafonry,  and  adorned  at  the  top  with  twenty  Gothick  pinnacles 
of  curious  workmanfhip.  Againft  this  tower  are  eleven  flatues  of  kings,  &c.  placed  in 
Gothick  niches,  fome  fitting  in  armour,  crofs-legged,  but  many  of  them  much  muti- 
lated. Their  coats  are  carved  in  ftone  on  the  fouth  front,  but  time  has  defaced  the 
bearings. 

The  nave  is  divided  from  the  chancel  by  a curious,  ancient,,  open-work  fcreen  of 
five  arches,  with  a large  projedling  cornice  curioully  carved;  over  which  there  was 
formerly  a rood-loft.  Above  the  fcreen  the  arch  is  filled  up  with  a painting  of  the 
royal  arms,  with  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

The  fide  ailes  are  divided  from  the  nave  by  eight  pointed  arches,  fupported  by 
odlangular  columns. 

? Cart,  41  Hen.  HI,  m.  5.  Taxat.  Temporal.  “ Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 
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In  the  chancel,  and  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  north  aile,  the  windows  are  ornamented 
with  beautiful  painted  glafs.  The  fubjefts  are,  kings,  bilhops,  faints,  and  armorial 
Ibields  of  feveral  bilhops  of  the  diocefe,  and  of  the  chancellors  of  Wells,  wnh  a fcroll 

“ MeiS  ^tortfilnapt  cancell,  Wt\h  lianc  feneflram  fieri  fecit,” 

There  is  an  infcription  to  Judith,  the  wife  of  John  Gould,  of  Southay  in  this  parifh, 
gent,  who  died  June  -17,  1758,  aged  57.  And  in  the  church-yard  is  a tomb  to  James 
Gould,  who  gave  fifty  pounds  to  five  poor  widows  of  this  parifli,  and  the  like  fum  to 
as  many  poor  widows  of  Ilminfter.  A worthy  example  ! He  died  Feb.  25,  1750. 

There  are  feveral  hamlets  in  this  parifh,  as  Timbridge,  Burrow,  Southay,  and 
Thorney,  which  lafl  was  one  of  the  three  iflands  belonging  at  the  Conquefl  to  the 
abbey  of  Muchelney.®  - . 

Here  is  a large  moor,  or  common,  called  West-Moor. 

* See  Domefday,  under  Muchelney,  in  Pitney  Hundred. 


EAST-LAMBROOK. 

TO  the  fouth  of  KingTiiry  lies  Eafl-Lambrook,  fltuated  on  the  little  flream  of 
Lambrook,  which  denominates  the  parifh,  and  diyides  it  from  South-Petherton. 
It  is  called  .E^-Lambrook,  as  being  eaftward  from  another -village  or  hamlet  of  the 
name.  The  landholders  here  have  an  unlimited  right  of  common  in  Weftmoor. 

At  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  this  place  was  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Kingfbury- 
Epifcopi,  and  therefore  does  not  occur  in  the  Norman  record;  nor  indeed  are  there 
any  memorials  of  curiofity  in  any  fubfequent  documents  to  diflinguifh  this  place  in 
hiflory.  The  manor  is  partly  veiled  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Wells;  to  whom  it 
was  affixed  by  Queen  Elizabeth;  and  partly  in  the  Hon.  Mr.  Arundel. 

The  living  is  a reftory  and  peculiar  in  the  deanery  of  Crewkerne,  and  in  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Wells.  The  Rev.,  Jofeph  Good  is  the  prefent 
incumbent.  The  living  has  been  augmented  with  Queen  Anne’s  bounty,  200I.;  and 
the  private  donations  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bowyer  of  Martock,  130I.;  and  the  truftees  of 
Mr.  Pyncombe’s  will,  70I. 

The  church  is  a fmall  ftruflure,  containing  nothing  remarkable.. 
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HUISH-EPISGOPI,  or  B I S H O P ’s  - H U I S H. 

This  is  a large  parifli,  adjoining  to  Langport  on  the  northeaft  fide  of  that  town, 
and  wafhed  by  the  river  Ivel,  which,  coming  from  Ivelchefter,  here  joins  the 
Parret,  near  a wooden  bridge  fupported  by  four  ftone  piers.  It  contains  the  hamlets 
of  Combe,  Pisbury,  and  part  of  Wearne,  the  reft  belonging  to  the  tithing  andparifh 
of  Pitney.  Moft  of  the  lands  are  pafture  and  meadow,  in  which  vaft  numbers  of 
cattle  are  reared  and  fatted  for  the  London  market. 

The  manor  of  Huifh,  which  is  Hot  diftinguilhable  in  the  Domefday  record,  was 
anciently,  and  ftill  is,  parcel  of  the  revenues  of  the  biftioprick  of  this  diocefe,  although  it 
has  feveral  times,  by  fome  means  or  other,  been  alienated  from  it.  The  lands  of  the 
bifliop  in  this  place  were  rated  in  1293  at  twenty  pounds,®  and  a charter  of  free-warren 
.was  granted  for  the  fame  by  King  Henry  III.” 

The  little  village  of  Pijhuryy  was  formerly  fometimes  tvritten  Epje  and  Epijhury^  and 
was  thus  furveyed  at  the-  Conqueft : 

‘‘  Ralph  [de  Limefi]  himfelf  holds  Epse.  Ulward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward,  and  gelded  for  half  a hide.  The  arable  is  one  carucate.  There  is  one 
villane,  and  fixteen  acres  of  meadow.  It  is  worth  three  ftiillings.”‘ 

Of  the  manor  of  Wearne  notice  vdll  be  taken  in  the  hundred  of  Pitney,  to  which 
it  properly  belongs. 

The  church  of  Huilh,  valued  in  1292.  at  100  marks,^  is  a prebend  in  the  cathedral 
of  Wells,  and  is  annexed  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Wells  in  perpetuum.  The  vicarage 
is  united  with  Langport,  and  the  prefent  incumbent  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Michell. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a good  edifice,  confifting  of  a nave, 
chancel,  and  two  fide  ailes.  At  the  weft  end  is  a very  fine  lofty  and  ftately  tower,  the 
top  of  which  is  beautifully  ornamented  with  eight  Gothick  pinnacles,  each  furmounted 
with  a fpear  head,  the  iron  being  more  than  two  feet  in  length  above  the  ftone- work. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  chancel  is  an  old  black  ftone  mural  monument,  infcribed : — 
“ Heere  under  was  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Erances  Court,  buryed  y* 
5th  of  May,  Anno  Dom.  1672.  Heere  lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Court,  who  de- 
parted this  life  the  4th  of  Feb.  1677,  who  dedicated  this  memorial,  tetatis  fuae  37.” 
Arms,  Paly  of  fix,  or  and  azure^  on  a chief  of  the  firft  an  eagle  difplayed  Jable. 

In  the  north  aile: “ George  Eflexe,  efquyre,  and  Margery  his  wife,  were  both 

buried  in  this  place.  May  23,  1588.”  Arms,  Quarterly  or  and  gules^  a faltire  fretty, 
counterchanged. 

Near  the  pulpit,  on  the  north  wall,  ftands  a handfome  monument  of  grey  and  white 

marble,  with  this  infcription; “In  memory  of  Thomas  Keat,  A.  M.  redor  of 

Afliington  and  King’s-Wefton  in  the  county  of  Somerfet.  A gentleman  of  a humane 
deportment,  great  candour,  and  ft  rid  integrity;  whofe 'regard  for  the  minifterial  func- 

* Taxat.  Temporal.  Cart.  41  Hen'.  III.  in.  5.  ' Lib.  Domefday.  ® Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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tion  was  very  confpicuous  in  a faithful  difcharge  of  it.  To  the  advancement  of  learn- 
ing a tteady  friend,  and  in  every  relation  of  life  truly  exemplary.  He  died  Aug.  5, 
1750,  aged  60  years.” 


CHARD. 

This  ancient  town  was  in  the  Saxon  and  Norman  days  denominated  Cerdre,  which 
feems  to  arife  from  Cerdic,  a famous  Saxon  general,  who  was  adtive  in  thefe 
parts  in  encountering  the  native  Britons. 

It  is  fituated  in  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  county,. on  high  ground,  twelve  miles 
fouth  from  Taunton,  eight  weft  from  Crewkerne,  and  twelve  eaft  from  Honiton  in 
Devonlhire.  It  confifts  principally  of  two  ftreets,  interfedling  each  other,  of  good 
width,  pitched  with  flints,  and  containing  many  good  houfes.  There  is  alfo  a long, 
row  of  houfes,  called  Crow-Lane^  from  a fine  fpring  of  water  which  rifes  near  the 
church,  and  runs  into  the  river  Ax,  turning  feveral  grift  and  fulling-mills  in  its  courfe. 
At  the  weft  end  of  the  principal  ftreet  rifes  a very  fine  fpring,  from  which  leaden  pipes 
are  conveyed  to  four  conduits,  which  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  excellent  water,  and 
the  furplus  forms  fmall  ftreams  of  about  two  feet  wide,  on  each  fide  of  the  principal 
ftreets  between  the  carriage  road  and  foot- way.  It  is  obferved  by  the  annotator  oa 
Camden’s  Britannia,  that  the  ftream  from  thefe  fprings  may  be  eafily  turned  north  or 
fouth,  either  into  the  Severn  or  South-Sea.  This  is  a real  fad,  and  hence  it  appears 
that  this  is  the  'higheft  land  between  the  vales  which  communicate  with  either  fea. 
Both  the  Channels  may  be  feen  from  a fpot  called  BomdslanCy  and  from  Snowden-hiii 
a vaft  profped  difclofes  the  Welch  lands  beyond  the  Severn. 

At  the  angle  where  the  two  ftreets  meet  ftands  an  ancient  Gothick  building, 
formerly  a chapel,  but  now  ufed  as  a town-hall j another  publick  edifice  ftands  near 
the  middle  of  the  principal  ftreet,  which  ferved  formerly  for  an  afiize-hallj  and 
now  occafionally  for  a rharket-houfe.  The  market  is  held  on  Mondays, “ and  great 

’ Copy  of  a letter  publilhed  refpefting  the  market  at  Chard  : “ Whereas  fince  the  determination  of  Mr. 

Baron  Price,  on  the  late  trial  concerning  the  borough  of  Chard  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  the  market  there  is 
begun  to  be  held  on  Mondays  as  formerly:  And  whereas  certain  perfons,  falfely  pretending  themfelves  to  be 
Mayor  and  BurgelTes  of  the  faid  borough,  here  lately  fet  up  a Tuefday’s  market  by  virtue  (as  they  pretend)  of  a 
charter  from  King  Charles  the  Second.  And  to  all  fuch  perfons  as  repair  to  the  Monday’s  market ; This  is  to 
give  Notice,  That  by  advice  of  Council  fuch  grant  of  a Tuefday’s  market  is  in  itfelf  void,  and  the  faid  charter 
long  fince  determined  : And  that  the  market  of  the  faid  borough  will,  as  legally  it  may  be  given  by  the  faid 
pretended  Mayor  and  BurgelTes  to  the  contrary.  And  we  the  members  of  the  old  corporation  of  portreeve  and 
burgefles,  do  hereby,  as  formerly,  engage  all  coft  and  damage  that  may  accrue  unto  them  by  reafon  of  their  re- 
pairing unto  the  faid  Monday’s  market.  Dated  the  2d  day  of  January  1704. 

“ Nath.  Pitts,  John  Pitts,  John  Chapman,  Richard  Ivery,  George  Sel^ood, 

Richard Legge,  John  Nevjcomen,  John  Smith,  John  Slater,  George  Strong.” 

Dr.  Stukely  mentions  a market  kept  formerly  here  on  Sundays.  Itin.  Curiof.  i.  156. 
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quantities  of  corn  and  cattle  are  brought  thereto.  It  is  alio  the  largeft  market  for 
potatoes  in  England^  thirty  waggon-loads  being  brought  on  a market-day' frequently 
during  the  feafon,  and  feldom  lefs  than  twenty.  There  is  a range  of  lhambles,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  covered  with  a roof  of 
tile,  and  fupported  by  brick  pillars.  Three  fairs  are  held  here.  May  jd,  Auguft  5th, 
and  November  2d. 

This  town  was  formerly  a borough,  and  fent  members  to  parliament  from  28  Edw.  I. 


to  2 Edw.  III.  viz. 

28  Edw.  I.  John  Benedift,  Thomas  Havill. 

6 Edw.  li.  Peter  Clerk,  William  Sopere. 

y John  Langefarr,  Stephen  de  Legh, 

8 John  Benedidt,  Thomas  Havill. 

15  William  Sopere,  John  Benedidf. 

16  — William  Sopere,  John  Benedidt. 

19 Henry  Corton,  Henry  Fabri. 

1 Edw.  in.  John  le  Smyth,  Richard  le  Dykere. 

2  John  le  Smyth,  Richard  le  Dykere. 


This  privilege,  however,  has  for  many  years  been  loft,  by  reafon  of  a difufe  and  a 
negledt  of  the  charter,  originating  from  fome  publick  and  popular  difpute.  The  town 
is  now  governed  by  a portreve  (who  is  annually  chofen  at  a court-leet,  out  of  the 
burgefl'es)  and  two  bailiffs.  The  portreve,  befides  his  other  offices,  has  the  govern- 
ment of  an  hofpital  endowed  with  two  eftates  by  a Mr.  Harvey,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
of  old  and  infirm  parifhioners,  who  have  generally  been  chofen  by  the  faid  portreve 
and  burgeffes.  Here  is  alfo  a work-houfe. 

It  has  already  been  faid,  that  the  whole  of  this  hundred  belonged  formerly  to  the 
bilhops  of  this  diocefej  and  this  manor  of  Chard  was  confequently  part  of  their 
pofTeffions: 

“ The  fame  Biftiop  holds  Cerdre.  He  alfo  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
**  and  gelded  for  eight  hides.  The  arable  is  twenty  carucates.  Thereof  in  demefne 
‘‘are  two  hides,  and  there  are  two  carucates,  and  eleven  fervants,  and  twenty  villanes, 
“ with  fourteen  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  yielding  thirty-pence,  and  twenty  acres  of 
“ meadow.  Wood  two  miles  long,  and  four  furlongs  broad,  and  as  much  of  pafture. 
“ Of  the  fame  land  a thane  holds  two  hides,  which  cannot  be  feparated  from  the 
“ church.  The  whole  is  worth  fixteen  pounds.”*’ 

41  Henry  III.  the  bifhop  procured  a charter  of  free-warren  in  all  his  demefne  lands 
within  this  parilh,'^  which  were  rated  in  1293  at  32I.  3s.  4d.‘*’  The  manor  is  now 
leafed  out  to  Earl  Poylett. 

The  parifh  of  Chard,  or  as  it  has  ufually  been  called  Chardland,  contains  five'tith- 
ings,  viz.  - I.  Old-Chard,  in  which  ftands  the  church. 

Lib.  Domefday.  * Cart.  41  Hen.  III.  m.  5.  “ Taxat.  Temporal. 

2.  CriM- 
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2.  Crim-Chard,  nofth  of  the  town.  I 4.  Forton,  fituated  fomhward. 

3.  South-Chard.  ' | 5.  Tatworth,  fouthward  alfo. 

In  which  tithings  are  the  following  hamlets : 

I.  Langham,  in  Crim-Chard  tithing,  where  is  a manor  and  farm  belonging  to  Sir 
John  Smith,  of  Sidling  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  bart,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for 
many  generations.  He  bears  for  his  arms,  a fefs  cotifed  between  three  martlets 

cr:  Creft,  a greyhound  fejant,  collared  of  the  laft. 

a.  Chorley,  in  the  fame  tithing. 

3.  Turnham,  in  the  tithing  of  Old-Chard. 

4.  Chelson,  in  the  tithing  of  South-Chard.  And, 

5.  Perry-Street,  in  the  tithing  of  South-Chard. 

The  greater  part  of  the  lands  in  this  parilh  are  pafture  and  meadow,  fome  of  the 
latter  very  rich.  The  arable  is  moftly  ftone-rulh  and  marie,  which  laft  is  ufed  for 
manure.  Here  are  feveral  quarries  of  ftonej  fome  freeftone,  and  others  a coarfe  kind 
of  agate  or  flint,  which  takes  a fine  polifh,  and  contains  fpar  and  {hells  of  various  kinds. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh  are  leafed  out  under  the  Dean  of  Wells,  the  redlory 
being  annexed  to  that  dignity.  The  benefice  is  vicarial,  in  the  patronage  of  the 
bifhop  of  the  diocefe.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Alford  is  the  prefent  incnmbent. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  ftands  in  the  deanery  of  Crewkerne,  being 
a large  handfome  edifice,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  forty-fix  in 
breadth,  and  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  north  and  fouth  ailes,  a north  and  fouth 
tranfept,  and  tower  at  the  weft  end,  containing' a clock  and  five  bells. 

At  the  northeaft  corner  of  the  fouth  tranfept  is  an  antique  and  ftately  mural  monu- 
ment of  various  kinds  of  marble  and  porphyry.  The  middle  divifion  contains  two 
arched  receffes,  in  which  are  the  effigies  of  the  perfons  to  whofe  memory  it  was  ereifted, 
kneeling  at  an  altar  face  to  face,  their  hands  in  a fuppliant  pofture,  refting  on  the  altar. 
Behind  the  man  are  fix  fons,  behind  the  woman  five  daughters,  all  kneeling  in  the 
fame  attitude.  They  are  all  in  black  robes  and  large  ruffs  j the  woman’s  robe  comes 
over  her  head  like  a modern  calafh.  On  each  fide  thefe  receffes  is  a round  column 
with  a Corinthian  capital  gilt.  Thefe  pillars  fupport  the  cornice,  at  the  corners  of 
which  ftand  obelifks;  between  them  is  a divided  femicircular  pediment,  on  the  fides 
of  which  recline  two  angels  with  golden  hair,  one  holding  a dolphin,  the  other  a dove 
and  palm  branch.  In  the  interval  are  tlie  arms,  Gu/es,  two  bends  wavy  or.  Under- 
neath is  this  mfcription: “ Hereby  lieth  interred  (expelling  their  Saviour)  the 

bodyes  of  William  Brewer,  of  Chard,  phifitian,  and  Deanes  his  wife,  who,  living  forty 
years  in  happy  wedlock,  in  full  age  departed  this  lifej  Ihee  dying  8°  Nov.  1614,  and 
hee  24°  July  1618,  having  iffue  only  fix  fons  and  five  daughters,  all  men  and  women 
growne,  and  all  comforts  to  them. 
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“ Mourn  not  for  us,  whom  death  tranflates  to  glory. 

But  for  thyfelfe — whofe  lif's  a dying  ftorye. 

Gazers  mufe  not,  now  you  thefe  ftones  behold. 

Viewing  thefe  fable  lines  in-fet  with  goldi 
It’s  not  to  keepe  alive  the  memorle 
Of  thofe  whofe  alhes  heere  interred  lye, 

Whofe  godlye  lives  yet  live,  and  fhall  for  aye 
When  thefe  hard  ftones  are  moulder’d  quite  away. 

Their  children’s  zeale  well  weighing  parents’  care. 

And  Chriftian  love  to  all  while  breathing  ayre. 

With  grateful  harts  moft  thankfully  erecft, 

Vnto  their  afties  dear,  this  monument.” 

At  the  fouth  corner  of  the  fouth  tranfept  is  a mural  monument  of  black  marble,  on 

which  is  a white  tablet  with  this  infcription: “ In  memory  of  John  Lane,  gent. 

who  ferved  in  his  Majefty’s  own  regiment  of  horfe  upwards  of  fourteen  years,  under 
the  command  of  three  colonels,  John  Lord  Vifcount  Irwin,  Richard  Lord  Vifcount 
Cobham,  William  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery.  To  the  troop  of  the  two 
laft  noblemen,  quarter-mafter.  Afterwards  had  three  commiflions  in  the  firft  regiment 
of  Tower-hanilets,  commanded  by  Charles  Earl  Cornwallis.  He  retreated  to  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  and  died  in  the  borough  of  Chard,  Jan.  24,  1767,  aged  79.” 

In  the  north  fide  aile  is  a handfome  mural  monument  of  white  and  grey  marble, 

infcribed, “ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John  Eveleigh,  of  Crim-Chard,  who  died 

April  26,  1767,  aged  32  years.  An  exemplary  member  of  the  church  of  England} 
being  of  ftricft  probity  and  integrity,  humane  to  his  dependants,  beloved  by  his  equals, 
and  an  example  of  conjugal  affeftion.  His  difconfolate  widow,  greatly  regretting  her 
lofs,'has  caufed  this  monument  to  be  erefled  as  a teftimony  of  the  love  ftie  bore  him.” 
Arms,  Per  pale  or  and  JabUy  a chevron  between  three  griffins  paflant,  counterchanged. 

In  this  church  were  formerly  feveral  gilds,  fraternities,  and  chantries,  viz. 

1.  The  fraternity  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  Mary.  William  Atkyns  and  others,  wardens 
of  this  fraternity,  were  recorded  for  having  purchafed  burgages  in  the  town  of  Chard 
without  the  King’s  licence,  19  Ric.  II.' 

2.  The  chantry  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  Robert  Strange  gave  a rent  and  burgage  in 
Chard  to  the  ufe  of  this  chantry,  19  Henry  VI.^ 

3.  William  Pears,  the  laft  incumbent  of  a gild  here,  was  in  1J53  allowed  a penfion 
of  5I.® 

In  the  town  of  Chard,  in  the  rebellion  of  the  laft  century,  the  Royalifts,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Penruddock,  who  here  proclaimed  the  King  in  perfon,  fuffered 
a fevere  defeat,  and  feveral  of  their  leaders,  being  taken  to  Exeter,  were  there  impri- 
foned  and  put  to  death. 


John 


* Inq.  ad  quod  d^mn.  ^ Pat.  i9Hen,  VI.  p.  3.  m.  23.  ^ Willis’s  Hilt,  of  Abbies,  ii.  201. 
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John  Sanford,  fon  of  Richard  Sanford  of  this  place,  was  entered  a commoner  of 
Baliol-college  in  Oxford,  in  1581,  and  afterwarcb  was  made  one  of  the  chaplains  at 
Magdalen- College  in  that  univerfity,  where  he  contradled  an  intimacy  with  Sir  John 
Digby,  and  accompanied  him  as  his  chaplain  in  his’  embafly  to  Spain.  He  at  length 
became  prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and  redtor  of  Ivychurch  in  Kent.  He  publiihed 
feveral  books  on  a variety  of  fubjeds,  being  a perfon  of  great  learning,  a folid  divine, 
well  Ikilled  in  feveral  languages,  and  a tolerable  Latin  poet.'’ 

Simon  Every,  created  a baronet  in  1641,  was  a native  of  Chard,  and  a great  fufferer 
for  King  Charles  I.  He  married  the  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Henry  Leigh,  of 
Egginton  in  the  county  of  Derby,  knt.  whereby  he  became  poflfeffed  of  that  eftate,, 
and  where  his  pofterity  were  thenceforward  feated.. 

* Athen.  Oxon.  I.  540. 


COMBE-ST. - NICHOLAS. 

Northwest  from  Chard  lies  Combe-St.-Nicholas,  a very  large  parilh,  di- 
vided into  four  tithings,  viz.  Ham,  Clavhanger,  Wadford,  and  Beth  am. 
There  is  alfothe  hamlet  of  and  the  ancient,  though  now  depopulated  village 

of  fVaJiony  in  which  tradition  relates  was  formerly  a nunnery. 

The  manor  of  Combe  belonged  before  the  Conqueft  to  one  Azor,  or  Arfer,  a perfon 
employed  in  the  court  of  King  Edward  the  Confeffor,  of  whom  it  was  procured  by 
Gifo  bifhop  of  Wells,  together  with  the  manors  of  Worminfter  and  Lytton/  We 
find' the  following  notice  of  it  in  the  Norman  record:. 

" The  fame  Bifhop  holds  Cumbe.  Azor  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and 
**  gelded  for  twenty  hides.  The  arable  is  fixteen  carucates.  Of  that  in  demefne  are 
“ eight  hides,  and  there  are  three  carucates,  and  twelve  fervants,  and  fifteen  villanes,. 

and  thirteen  cottagers,  with  twelve  ploughs.  There  are  twelve  acres  of  meadow, 
“ and  half  a mile  of  pafture  in  length  and  breadth,  and  one  mile  of  wood  in  length  and 
breadth.  It  was  worth  ten  pounds,  now  eighteen  pounds.’'"’ 

A.  D.  1234,  Joceline  bifhop  of  Bath,  having  finifhed  the  ordination  of  the  provofl- 
fhip  in  the  cathedral  of  Wells,  endowed  that  office  with  this  manor  and  reftory,  as  alfo 
with  the  manor  and  redlory  of  Winfham,  and  the  redlory  of  Chard  and  Wellington, 
charged  with  the  payment  of  the  falaries  of  the  fifteen  Combe  prebendaries,  to  eaeli 
61.  13s.  4d.'  After  this  ordination,  the  bifhop  decreed  in  what  manner,  and  with  what 

» Godwin  de  Prsefulibus,  366.  '>  Lib.  Domefday. 

* The  bufinefs  of  the  provoft  was  to  take  care  and  keep  an  account  of  tlie  goods  and  chattels  which  were 
poffeffed  in  common  by  the  canons. 
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flock,  the  faid  manor  ihould  be  tranfmitted  to  fuccefTion.  And  then  he  fhall  leave  to 
his  fucceflbr  in  the  faid  provoftlhip  a hundred  and  feven  acres  fowed  with  wheat  at 
Comhe,  and  a hundred  and  forty-nine  acres  fowed  with  oats,  and  feventy-eight  acres  and 
a half  of  fallow.  And  of  flock  in  the  fame  place,  forty  oxen,  or  five  fhillings  in  lieu  of 
each  ox,  if  fo  be  that  fo  many  oxen  fhould  not  be  found  there.  Alfo  two  hundred 
flieepj  the  price  of  each  fheep  twelve-pence. — At  Winjham  he  fhall  leave  thedemefnes 
in  a proper  Hate  of  cultivation  without  any  fixed  number  of  acres  or  meafurej  'and  of 
flock  fixteen  oxen,  the  price  of  each  ox  three  fhillings  and  fix-pence,  and  one  plough- 
horfe,  value  three  fhillings ; fix  fows  and  a boar,  the  price  of  all  four  fhillings ; ewes  and 
rams  in  all  one  hundred  and  thirty-two,  the  price  of  each  ewe  or  ram  five-pence,  and 
fifty-three  lambs,  value  of  each  two-pence  halfpenny.  At  Chard  he  fhall  leave  the 
demefnes  tillaged,  without  number  or  meafure,  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  Winfham, 
and  the  fallow  without  any  flock.  At  Wellington  he  fhall  leave  nothing  in  culture.** 
The  value  of  the  vicarage  of  Combe  in  this  inflrument  is  five  marks. 

King  Edward  III.  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  a charter  of  free- 
warren  in  this  manor,'  which  continued  in  the  provoflfnip  till  its  abolition,  and  was  then 
annexed  to  the  deanery,  whereto  it  now  belongs.  By  a furvey  taken  the  8th  day  of 
0£lober  in  the  i6th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  manor  of  Combe-St. -Nicholas,  with 
the  re6lory,  parcel  of  the  revenues  of  the  Dean  of  Wells,  was  rated  at  61I.  4s.  2|.d.* 

The  living  is  a vicarage^  and  peculiar  in  the  deanery  of  Crewkerne,  and  in  the  patro- 
nage of  the  Dean  ofWells.  The  Rev.  Chriflopher  Tatchell  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a large  handfome  building,  in  length  one  hundred  and  fourteen  feet, 
and  in  breadth  fifty  feet;  cohfifling  of  a nave,  chaned,  north  and  fouth  aile,  with  a 
fquare  embattled  tower,  containing  five  bells  at  the  well  end. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a very  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  and 
Sienna  marble,  inferibed, — “ To  the  memory  of  Henry  Bonner,  efq;ofWallon  in  this 
parifir,  who  died  in  Dec.  1680,  and  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age : Of  Henry  Bonner,  efq; 
his  fon,  who  died  the  2d  of  Augufl  1717,  and  73d  year  of  his  age:  And  of  Mary 

" Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen.  " Cart.  17  Ed.  III.  n.  ^i.  Edton’s  Thefaurus,  p.  56. 

® “ Omnibus  ad  quos  &c.  Jocelinus  Dei  gratia  Bathon.  Epifeopus,  falut.  Cum  venerabilis  frater  Stephanas 
Waterford  Epifeopus  ecclefiam  de  Comba  ad  prsepofituram  de  Comba  pertinentem  in  honore  fandli  Nicholai 
in  vigilia  beati  Laurentij  1 239  de  mandate  noftro  in  praefentia  noftra  dedicaverit,  ipfam  ecclefiam  de  Comba  in 
hunc  modum  dotamus,  viz.  quod  contulimus  ipfi  praepoliturae  nomine  diftae  eccleliae  advocationem  vicariae 
ecclefiE  de  Cherde  cum  jurifdidione  archidiaconali  ejufdem  parochiae.  Et  cum  ipfa  vicaria  de  Cherde  elTet 
onerata  in  40s.  praediilo  praepofito  annuatim  folvendis,  de  ipfius  praepofiti  confenfu— Vicariam  ipfam  ab  obli- 
gatione  ipfa  foluturam  efie  inperpetuum  ex  certa  caufa  pronunciamus.  Et  ne  mutulari  videatur  pratpofitura  per 
aliquod  faflumnoftrum  &praEdi£l;i  praepofiti  confenfum,  praediftae  praepofiturae  in  recompenfationem  prxdiiftor. 
40s.  dedimus  molendinum  de  Fordyngton  cum  manfo  & terra.  Item  molendinum  de  Hornelbowe  cum  manfo  & 
terra — & molendinum  de  South-Cherde  cum  manfo  & tenemento — habenda  & tenenda  de  nobis  & fucceflbribus 
noftris  reddendo  inde  [de  hoc  ultimo  nominato  molendino]  fingulis  annis  20s.  Dat.  apud  Comb,  per  manum 
rnagiftri  Walt,  de  Maydenefton  in»vigil.  fanfli  Laurentij  pontificatus  noftri  34.  Confirmatur  hoc  per  capitulum 
Well.  & Tho,  prior.  & conv.  Bath,”— — .far  Regijiro  Job>  de  Drokensford,  Ep,  B.  ^ W, 
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the  wife  of  the  faid  Henry  Bonner,  efq;  and  daughter  of  Robert  Strode,  efq;  of  Slape 
in  Dorfetfliire,  who  died  2d  of  June  1729,  and  76th  year  of  her  age : As  alfo  of  other 
the  anceftors  and  defcendants  of  the  Bonner  family,  who  for  many  generations  have 
been  buried  in  this  place  j was  this  monument,  with  a truly  filial  and  affeftionate^efteem, 
ere(5led  by  Elifabeth  daughter  of  the  above  Henry  and  Mary  Bonner,  Anno  1757.” 

Near  the  above  is  another  very  neat  mural  monument  of  grey,  white,  and  Sienna 

marble,  on  the  tablet  of  which  is  this  infcription: **  On  the  north  fide  of  this 

church  lies  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joel  Smith.  The  celeftial  part  is  fled  to  heaven; 
living,  he  was  beloved  j now  deadi  lamented  by  all.  He  was  remarkable  for  humanity, 
good  fenfe,  true  friendlhip,  and  for  enduring  the  tortures  of  a lingering  diftemper  with 
Chriftian  patience.  If  the  pious  wilhes  of  a large  circle  of  friends  could  have  availed 
any  thing,  he  had  ftill  continued  among  usj  but  heaven  determined  otherwife.  John 
Collins  eredted  this  monument  of  his  grief  and  afFeftion  to  the  memory  of  his  dear 
departed  friend;  and  as  a teftimony  of  his  gratitude  to  him  for  many  obligations.  /He 
died  at'Hatch-Court,  13  Jan.  1758,  in  the  36th  year  of  his  age. 

“ Reader,  if  thou  haft:  a tear,  ' 

Shed  the  precious  tribute  here.’^ 

On  a flat  ftone  in  the  chancel  floor;-  Between  this  ftone  and  the  north  wall  lies 
the  body  of  Thomas  Meacham,  (fon  of  James  Meacham,  gent,  late  of  Betham  in  this 
parifh,  and  Dorothea  his  wife)  who  died  July  18,  1749,  aged  14  years.  And  under- 
neath, among  the  remains  of  feveral  of  her  anceftors,  lieth  the  body  of  the  faid  Dorothea 
(daughter  of  John  Pike,  gent,  and  late  wife  of  John  Pitts,  efqj  of  Chard)  who  died 
Jan.  13,  1764,  aged  55  years.” 

On  another  ftone; 

“ ^cre  Ipetl)  tbe  of  OBU^abetl)  tbe  toife  of  ^pBcnfiam,  efq*  toijo 
toas  turieo  31une  7, 1631,  Igetf)  alfo  tlje  tjoug  of  faiU  ^enrg  ^goen^ 
Ijam,  efq.  tolio  toag  fiurieo  3[an.  30*  1671;* 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  annually  on  an  average  17;  and  the  burials  18, 
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W I N S H A M 

IS  a confiderable  pariHi  on  the  borders  of  Devon,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  the 
river  Ax,  fituated  four  miles  eaft  from  Chard,  and  five  weft  from  Crewkerne,  being 
feparated  into  two  tithings,  viz. 

1.  WiNSHAM  tithing,  containing  about  one  hundred  houfes,  which  form  three  ftreets 
round  the  church;  it  includes  allb  two  hamlets,  Purtington  north,  and  Ameram  fouthweft. 

2.  Street  and  Leigh  tithing,  confifting  of  twenty-one  houfes.  In  this  tithing  is  a 
gentleman’s  feat,  therefidence  of  James-Benedidus  Marwood,  efq. 

A confiderable  manufadure  of  narrow  cloth  is  carried  on  in  this  pariih,  and  employs 
moft  of  the  poor. 

The  manor  of  Winfham  had  long  before  the  Conqueft  been  vefted  In  the  church  of 
Wells,  but  by  fome  finifter  practice  or  other  was  alienated  from  it,  and  fell  into  the 
hands  of  one  Elfi,  a Saxon,  whom  Biihop  Gifo  compelled  to  reftore  it  to  its  proper 
owners.®  It  was  thus  furveyed  at  the  Conqueft: 

“ Ofmund  holds  of  the  Bifliop,  Winesham.  Elfi  held  it  in  the  time  of  King 
**  Edward,  and  gelded  for  ten  hides.  The  arable  is  fixteen  carucates.  Thereof  in 
**  demefne  are  four  hides,  and  there  are  three  carucates,  and  twelve  fervants,  and  fifty 
“ villanes,  with  nine  ploughs.  There  are  two  mills  of  twenty  Ihillings  rent,  and  fix 
acres  of  meadow.  Wood  half  a mile  long,  and  a furlong  and  a half  broad.  It  was 
worth  fix  pounds,  now  ten  pounds.”’’ 

After  which  the  manor  was  difpofed  of  as  the  preceding  one  of  Combe-St.-Nicholas, 
being  firft  vefted  in  the  provoftlhip,  and  afterwards  in  the  deanery  of  Wells,  in  which 
laft  dignity  it  ftill  continues. 

A charter  of  free-warren  was  granted  for  this  manor  by  King  Edw.  III.' 

The  abbot  of  Ford  in  Devonfliire  had  a large  eftate  in  Winfliam,  it  being  valued  in 
1293  at  22I.  IIS.  8d.'‘ 

The  manors  of  and  Street  were  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  William 
de  Moion: 

Robert  holds  of  William,  Lege.  Sirewald  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  three  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  .In  demefne  is  one  caru- 
cate,  with  one  fervant,  and  five  villanes,  and  two  cottagers,  and  eight  acres  of  mea- 
dow.  Wood  two  furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  was  formerly  worth 
“ thirty  Ihillings,  now  twenty  {hillings.”' 

* Godwin  de  Praefulibus,  366,  " Lib.  Domefday.  ® Cart.  17  Ed,  III.  n.  l. 
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Roger  holds  of  William,  Strate.  Hufcarl  and  Almar  held  it  in  the  time  of 

King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  one  hide  and  a half.  The  arable  is  two  carucates. 

There  are  three  villanes,  and  one  cottager,  with  one  plough,  and  one  acre,  and  a half 

of  meadow.  Pafture  five  furlongs  long,  and  two  furlongs  broad.  It  was  and  is 

worth  fifteen  fhillings.”'^ 

The  laft-mentioned  place  derived  its  name  from  the  Roman  Stratum,^.  or  Street, 
called  the  Foje-Road,  which  runs  through  it  in  its  way  to  Devon,  the  ancient  Danmonii 
of  that  people,  who  carried  their  arms  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  tp  the  other,  and 
left  their  reliques  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  Itinera  by  which  they  paffed.  In  the. 
year  1684,  an  urn  containing  many  Roman  coins  was  found  betwixt  this  village  and 
Winfham.  The  manors  of  Street  and  Leigh  now  belong  to  Henry  Hoft  Henley,  of 
Norfolk,  efq. 

The  manor  of  Partington  was  alfo  the  property  of  the  Mohun  family,  and  was  held 
of  them  for  many  years  by  the  Cheynes,  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  feej®  but  it 
does  not  occur  in  the  Norman  record.  A fpring  rifes  in  this  hamlet  which  forms  a 
brook,  and  turns  three  grift-mills.  It  lies  north  from  Winfham. 

The  lands  of  this  parifh  are  moftly  pafture j the  country  woody,  and  the  roads 
narrow  and  flinty. 

The  church  is  a Gothick  edifice,  in  length  ninety-four  feet,  in  width  twenty- two 
feet,  confining  of  a chancel,  nave,  porch,  and  belfry  covered  with  tiles.  Between  the 
nave  and  chancel  ftands  an  embattled  tower,  with  a clock  and  five  bells. 

The  living  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Crewkerne,  ana  the  patronage  thereof 
belongs  to  Lord  Francis  Seymour,  as  Dean  of  Wells.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Royfe  is  the 
prefent  incumbent. 

This  church  contains  two  mural  monuments  on  the  eaft  wall  of  the  chancel,  viz. 
I.  An  antique  monument  of  white  and  black  marble,  on  the  tablet  of  which  is  this 
infcription;— — Sacrum  memoriae  Roberti  Henley,  (fil.  natu  max.  Henrici,  nepotis 
Robert!  Henley  de  Leigh  in  agro  Somerfetenfi  armigeri  i et  hujus  comitatus  unus  prae- 
pofitorum)  qui  epidemica  graflfante  febre  hinc  demigravit.  Elizabetha  conjunx  ejus 
fideliflima,  prior  e folis  natabus  Edmund!  Lambert!  de  Boyton  in  campo  Wiltonienfis 
armigeri  et  Dulcibellae  fili«  Richard!  Swaine  de  Blandford  in  comit.  Dorfet,  armigeri, 
certa  refurredlionis  fauftae  fpe  freta,  hoc  pofuit  mnemofynon,  A.  D.  1639.”  Arms, 
AzurOy  a lion  rampant  argent  within  a bordure  of  the  fecond,  charged  with  eight  torteaux. 

2.  A neat  monument  of  white  and  other  veined  marble,  infcribed, In  memory 

of  Mary  Royfe,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Royfe,  vicar  of  this  parifh  j who,  to  the  graces  that 
adorn  a Chriftian,  added  the  engaging  converfation  of  a friend,  the  affedtionate  duties 
of  a daughter,  and  the  truth  and  tendernefs  of  the  beft  of  wives.  Thefe  merits,  which 
entitled  her  to  the  efteem  of  all  that  knew  her,  conftituted  her  happinefs  here,  and  will 
perpetuate  it  to  all  eternity.  She  died  Auguft  10,  1747,  aged  37.  Alfo  near  the 

^Lib.  Domefday.  e Efc.  20  Ed.  11.  et  alibi. 
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fame  place  lies  Interred  Tryphena  Royfe,  wife  of  William  Royfe,  vicar  of  this  parifli, 
who  died  Aug.  2,  1741,  aged  65; — a fincere  Chriftian.” 

On  a ftone  in  the  chancel  floor; " Here  lieth  the  body  of  Thomas  the  fon  of 

Thomas  Hillard,  of  Hayne  in  the  parifli  of  Otterford,  in  the  county  of  Sumfett,  gent, 
who  died  Nov.  27,  A.  D.  1680,  anno  astatis  odtavo.” 

On  a tomb  in  the  church-yard: “Here  lies  the  body  of  Adam  Abraham,  of 

Purtington,  gent.  M.  A.  of  Wadham-college,  Oxon,  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  12, 
1709.  Atkins  Abraham,  of  Purtington,  gent,  lieth  herej  who  departed  June  21, 
1764,  aged  75.” 

One  of  the  Henley  family  left  a benefadion  of  3I.  los.  per  annum,  for  the  fchooling 
of  poor  children  of  this  parifli,  which  is  now  advanced  to  five  pounds. 
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This  Hundred,  lying  weftward  from  the  formed,  and  from  that  circumftance 
thus  denominated,  is  divided  into  two  parts ; the  firft  of  which  is  fituated 
contiguous  to  Devonfhire,  between  the  hundreds  of  Taunton-Dean  on  the 
eaft,  and  Milverton  on  the  weft,  and  contains  the  parifhea  of  Wellington  and  Buckland; 
the  other  lies  on  the  northweft  fide  of  Milverton,  adjoining  to  the  hundred  of  Williton 
and  Freemanorsj  and  contains  the  parifties  of  Wivelifcombe,  Fitzhead,  Bifliop’s- 
Lydiard,  and  Afh-Priors. 


W E L L L I N G T O N 

IS  a large  and  ancient  market-town,  on  the  borders  of  the  county  of  Devon,,  being 
in  the  high-road  from  Bath  and  Briftol  to  Exeter.  It  confifts  of  four  ftreets,  the 
principal  one  of  which  is  called  High-ftreet,  and  is  full  half  a mile  in  length,  being 
for  the  moft  part  wide  and  fpacious,  and  contains  many  good  brick  houfes.  The 
market  is  on  Thurfdays,  and  well  ferved  with  moft  forts  of  provifion:  there  are  alfo 
two  fairs,  one  of  which  is  held  on  the  feaft  of  the  nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptift;  and 
the  other  on  the  tenth  day  of  November.  Both  the  market  and  fairs  were  originally 
procured  of  the  crown  by  the  biftiops  of  Wells,  who  for  many  centuries  poffefled  this 
manor.  They  alfo  caufed  the  town  to  be  erefted  into  a borough,  and  ft  anciently 
enjoyed  many  privileges  from  the  grants  of  different  kings. 

The  earlieft  hiftorical  account  we  find  of  it,  commences  with  the  reign  of  King 
Alfred,  who  gave  the  manors  of  Wellington,  Buckland,  and  Lydiard,  to  After,  the 
tutor  of  his  children j which  Affer  was  afterwards  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Sherborne, 
VoL.  II.  * ft 
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and  died  in  that  dignity  A.  D.  SSj."*  After  his  deceafe,  and  the  inftitution  of  the 
bifhoprick  of  Wells  by  Plegmund  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  manors  abovemen- 
tioned  were  conferred  by  the  King  on  Aldhelm,  the  firft  bifliop  of  this  diocefe,  for  the 
fupport  and  maintenance  of  his  epifcopal  honour.  To  him  fucceeded  Wifelinus, 
Elfeth,  Wlfhelm,  Brithelm  monk  of  Glaftonbury,  Kineward,  Sigar,  Aldwyn,  Bur- 
wold,  Leoning,  Ethelwyn,  Brithwyn,  Merewith,  Dudoca,  and  Gifo,  fucceflive  bifrops 
of  this  diocefe,  and  owners  of  this  manor,  before  the  Norman  Conqueft.  It  was  then 
by  order  of  King  William  furveyed  by  commiffioners,  whofe  report  was  as  follows; 

“ The  fame  Bifhop  [i.  e.  Gifo]  holds  Walintone.  He  alfo  held  it  in  the  time 
“ of  King  Edward,  and  gelded  for  fourteen  hides.  The  arable  is  thirty  carucates. 
“ Thereof  in  demefne  are  three  hides,  anch  there  are  four  carucates,  and  thirty-one  fer- 
vants,  and  fifty-three  villanes,  and  fixty-one  cottagers,  with  twenty-five  ploughs. 
There  are  tv/o  mills  of  fifteen  fhillings  rent,  and  one  hundred  and  five  acres  of 
meadow.  Pafture  one  mile  long,  and  half  a mile  broad.  Wood  three  furlongs 
long,  and  as  much  broad. 

Of  the  land  of  this  manor  John  holds  of  the  Bifliop  two  hides  of  the  villanes’  land. 
The  whole  is  worth  twenty-five  pounds. 

‘‘  T o this  manor  is  added  one  hide,  which  Alvera  held  in  the  time  of  King  Edward 
for  a manor.  The  arable  is  three  carucates,  and  there  are  with  it  eight  villanes, 
and  four  cottagers,  and  one  fervant.  There  are  five  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  three 
furlongs  long,  and  as  much  broad.  It  is  worth  thirty  Ihillings.’’ 

Bifhop  William  Button  obtained  of  King  Henry  III.  a charter  of  free-warren  for  his 
manor  of  W ellington  and  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  the  lands  belonging  to  the  biflioprick 
in  Wellington  and  Buckland  were  valued  at  fixty  pounds.'*  This  manor  continued  in 
the  poflelTion  of  the  bifhoprick  till  2 Edw.  VI.  when  Bifliop  Barlow  granted  it,  toge- 
ther with  the  borough  of  Wellington,  with  lands  there  and  divers  other  appertenances, 
to  Edward  duke  of  Somerfet,  and  his  heirs,  to  be  held  of  the  King  as  of  his  manor  of 
Muchelny  in  free  focage  by  fealty  only.'’  In  the  MS.  fchedule  of  the  faid  Duke,  the 
manor  of  Wellington  is  valued  at  37I.  os.  iid.  and  the  borough  at  61.  7s.  iid.^  Upon 
tJie  Duke’s  attainder  it  came  to  the  crown,  where  it  continued  till  the  a 2d  of  James  I. 
when  it  was  granted  in  fee  to  Sir  James  Fullerton  and  James  Maxwell,  who  in  the 
fame  year  granted  it  to  feoffees  in  truft  for  Sir  Francis  Popham,  fon  of  Sir  John  Popham, 
lord  chief  juftice  of  England,  whofe  heirs  enjoyed  it  for  feveral  defcents.  The  manor 
of  Wellington  is  now  the  property  of  Herbert  Sawyer,  efq;  and  that  of  the  borough 
belongs  to  Thomas  Harrifon,  efq.  Courts  leet  and  baron  are  held  for  both. 

The  benefice  of  Wellington  is  a vicarage  in  the  deanery  of  Taunton,  and  in  the 
patronage  of  Prowler  Thomas,  efq.  The  Rev.  William  Jeffe  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 
In  1292  it  was  rated  at  tv/enty  marks.®  “ 

* Godwin  de  Praefulibus,  332.  This  account  does  not  altogether  agree  with  King  Ina’s  charter,  nor  with 
Camden’s  affertion  that  Edward  the  elder  (who  was  the  fon  of  King  Alfred)  gave  Wellington,  which  was  the 
land  of  fix  tenants,  and  Lediard,  which  had  twelve  tenants,  to  the  Bilhop  of  Sherborne.  See  Britannia,  i.  57. 

*’  Lib.  Domefday.  . * Cart.  41  Hen.  Ill,  m.  5.  Taxat.  Temporal. 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,,  and  is  a (lately  Gothick  edifice, 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet  in  length,  and  fifty  in  breadth,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel, 
north  and  fouth  ailes,  two' fmall  chapels,  a.veftry-room,  and  porch,  all  covered  with 
lead,  except  the  chancel,  which  is  tiled.  At  the  weft  end  is  a handfome  embattled 
tower,  decorated  with  twelve  Gothick  pinnacles,  and  a turret  on  the  fouth  fide. 
This  tower  is  one  hundred  feet  high  to  the  battlements,  and  contains  a clock  and 
eight  bells. 

In  the  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church  is  a magnificent  tomb,  ftirrounded 
with  a pallifado  of  wood  and  iron,  on  the  table  of  which  lie  the  efiigies  of  Sir  John 
Popham,  and  that  of  his  lady.  He  is  drefied  in  his  judges  robes,  chain,  and  fmaH 
fquare  black  cap  ■,  and  placed  with  his  head  toward  the  weft.  On  the  lower  bafement, 
at  the  head  and  feet,  are  four  other  fmaller  figures  of  two  men  and  two  women,  kneel- 
ing face  to  face.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  fanje  bafement  are  five  boys  and  eight  girls, 
drelTed  in  black,  kneeling  in  a row.  And  on  the  fouth  fide  are  nine  women  kneeling 
in  the  fame  manner.  Over  Sir  John  and  his  lady  is  a fuperb  arched  canopy,  orna- 
mented with  the  family  arms,  rofes,  paintings,  and  obelilks;  the  whole  fupportedby 
eight  round  columns  of  black  marble,  five  feet  high,  with  Corinthian  capitals  greei>  ^ 
and  gilt.  On  tlie  weft  fide  of  this  canopy  is  the  following  mfcription  : 

Sir  John  Popham,  knighte,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England)  and. of  the  honourable 
privie  counfel  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  after  to  King  James  j died  the  lothof  June 
1607,  aged  76,  and  is  here  interred.” 

This  Sir  John  Popham  was  a native  of  Huntworth  in  this  county,  where  his  an- 
ceftors  refided  for  many  generations.  He  was  educated  principally  at  Baliol  college 
in  Oxford,  and  from  thence  removed  to  the  Middle  T emple,  where  he  became  a bar- 
rifter,  fummer  or  autumn  reader  in  1568,  ferjeant  at  law  foon  after,  fblicitor-general  in-' 
1579,  attorney-general  two  years  after,  and  likewife  treafurer  of  the  Middle-Temple. 
In  15  92  he  was  made  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  King’s-Bench,  (an  office  he  executed 
with  remarkable  feverity,  but  impartial  juftice)  and  that  fame  year  received  the  ho- 
nour of  knighthood  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  being  one  of  her  privy  council.  In  this 
town  of  Wellington  he  built  a large  and  ftately  houfe  wherein  he  refided  feveral  years,, 
and  during  that  time  greatly  enhanced  his  fortune  by  the  purchafe  of  feveral  valuable 
cftates  in  this  county  and  that  of  Devon.  In  the  time  of  the  great  civil  war,  this  houfe 
was  by  ftratagem  taken  pofifeffion  of  by  one  Bovetof  Taunton,  who  converted  it  rnta 
a garrifon  for  the  ufe  of  the  parliament  army,  and -defended  it  for  a confiderable  time 
againft  Sir  Richard  Grenville,  who  came  to  its  refcue;  in  which  conteft  it  was  fo 
ruined,  that  it  never  after  was  re-edified.  Sir  John  was  a great  patron  and  benefadoi- 
to  Wellington,  and  in  purfuance  of  his  will,  bearing  date  21  Sept.  1604,  an  hofpital 
was  .erefled  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town  for  the  maintenance  of  twelve  poor  and 
impotent  or  aged  people,  whereof  fix  to  be  men,  and  fix  women  j and  for  the  education 
of  two  poor  men’s  children.  The  prefident  of  this  hofpital  has  a ftipend  of  one 
Ihilling  and  fixpence  per  week,  and  the  other  five  men,  one  fhilling  each.  The  matron 
of  the  women  has  alfo  one  fhilling  and  fixpence  per  week,  and  the  other  five  women 
one  fhilling  eachj  and  eight-pence  to  each  of  the  two  children)  and  fuch  clothes- yearly 
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as  by  the  will  are  direiled.  An  eftate  of  land  is  veiled  in  the  governors  of  the  hof- 
pital  for  fecuring  the  endowment. 

Againft  the  eaft  wall  of  the  fame  chapel  wherein  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  lies  interred, 
is  a brafs  plate  with  an  infcription  to  the  memory  of  another  of  the  fame  family ; 

Maria  Alexandri  Popham,  de  Huntworthy  comitatu  Somerfet,  generofi,  uxor  tertia 
Tho.  Gatchell,  de  Clawfey,  armigeri,  filia  natu  maxima  j cafta,  pudica,  pia;  fuis 
blanda,  omnibus  benigna:  beatse  refurredlionis  fpe,  hac  [haud]  teterna  domo  (relidtis 
Thoma  & Alexandro  filiis)  adquiefcit.  Ob'  18  die  Odtobris,  A.  D.  1717,  aetat.  49.” 
Arms,  Argent^  on  a chief  gulesy  two  bucks’  heads  cabofled  cr,  Pophamj  impaling 
ermine^  a garb  azurcy  on  a canto rr  of  the  fecond  an  annulet  or,  Gatchell. 

On  a brafs  plate  in  the  chancel  floor: Here  lyeth  the  bodies  of  three  worthy 

gentlemen,  fuccelTively  poflTeflTors  of  the  manfion-houfe  of  Nowers  in  this  parifh. 
Firft,  William  Gifford  was  here  buried  Nov.  5,  1 581.  Next,  William  his  fonne  was 
here  interred  Dec.  i,  1626.  To  him  fucceeded  John  his  fonne,  who  dyed  without 
iffue,  and  was  here  buried  June  4,  1675.” 

In  the  fouth  aile  is  a plain  mural  monument  of*  black  and  white  marble,  infcribed, 

''  In  memory  of  Edward  and  Mary  Jeffe,  fon  and  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William 

Jeffe,  vicar  of  this  parifh.  Edward  died  Sept.  24,  1765,  aged  253  Mary  died  Dec. 
27,  1766,  aged  24  years;  and  are  bothbtiried  in  a cave  in  the  church  porch.” 

On  a black  frame  againft  the  fouth  wall: . 

“ James  Goddard,  gent,  by  his  deed  dated  7th  of  October  1589,  gave  for  the  ufe 
of  the  poor  of  Wellington  twenty  Ihillings  yearly,  payable  out  of  the  eftate  called 
Lancockcy  on  our  Lady’s-day,  for  the  term  of  three  thoufand  years. 

John  Greenflade,  gent,  gave  by  his  will,  dated  29  Aug.  1620,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor  of  Wellington,  five  Ihillings  yearly,  payable  one  month  before  St.  Andrew’s- 
day,  for  the  term  of  three  hundred  years. 

Thomas  Rowe,  of  London,  factor,  gave  by  his  will,  dated  19th  of  July  1658,  to 
the  poor  of  Wellington,  the  ufe  of  fifty  pounds  for  ever. 

George  Hawkins,  gent,  gave  by  his  will,  dated  10  Jan.  1621,  to  the  poor  of 
Wellington  five  Ihillings  yearly  out  of  Peafchay  for  the  term  of  one  hundred  years. 

“ John  Ware,  of  Columftoke,  Devon,  gent,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Wellington  the 
ufe  of  five  pounds  for  ever.  1683. 

Edward  Hickman,  of  Exon,  gent,  gave  by  his  will  fifty-two  Ihillings  yearly, 
payable  on  Chriftmas-day,  to  ten  poor  people  of  Wellington  (who  have  no  relief  from 
the  faid  parifh)  for  the  term  of  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  and  his  dwel- 
ling-houfe  in  Exon  is  bound  for  the  fame.” 

On  the  north  wall: 

‘‘  John  Parfons,  merchant,  late  of  Samford- Arundel,  by  his  will  bearing  date  Jan. 
26,  1702,  gave  the  ufe  of  ten  pounds  for  ever  to  ten  ancient  poor  people  of  this  parilli 
who  do  not  receive  relief. 
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“ John  Perry,  of  Perry y gave  by  his  will  the  ufe  of  five  pounds  for  ever  to  five  poor 
perfons  of  this  parifh  who  have  no  relief. 

“ Thomas  Marfh,  fen.  of  this  town,  tallow-chandler,  by  his  will  dated  the  sift  of 
April  1703,  gave  the  ufe  of  five  pounds  for  ever  to  five  ancient  people,  at  the  church- 
warden’s difcretion.” 

John  Salkeld,  filled  by  King  James  1.  (who  converted  him  to  proteflantifm)  the 
learned  Salkeldy  was  fbmetime  vicar  here,  and  publifhed  two  treatifes,  one  of  Angels, 
i6i3j  the  other  of  Paradife,  1617.  He  died  1 64-1-.'’ 

"^There  was  a fervice  in  the  church  of  Wellington,  whereof  John  Spycer  was  the  lafl 
incumbent,  and  was  allowed  in  1553  a penfion  of  3I.  7s.  5d.*  , 

By  an  accurate  furvey  taken  1784,  the  number  of  houfes  in  the  town  and  thefeveral 
hamlets  of  the  parifh  of  Wellington,  was  found  to  be  as  follows: 


In  the  Town  — — — — 

^ At  Rockwell-Green,  commonly  called  Raw-Green  ^ — — 

Payton,  lying  weft  of  the  town  — — - — 

Holywell-Lake,  commonly  called  Holway-Lakey  weftward  alfo 
Pleamoor’s-Cross,  commonly  called  Plymouth' s-CroJsy  and 
Wrangway,  fouth  of  the  town  — — 

Westford,  fituated  weftward  

Standee,  and  Oldway,  fouth  — . — — 

Ford,  fouth  

Farm-houfes  and  other  fcattered  dwellings  — — 


462 

93 

14 

26 

33 

24 

23 

17 

48 


* Athen.  Oxon.  ii.  242. 


Total  740 

‘ Hift.  of  Abbies,  ii.  203. 


W EST-BUCKLAND 

Stands  two  m.iles  eaflward  from  Wellington,  and  feven  fouthweftward  from 
Taunton,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ridge  of  Blackdown-hills.  In  this  parifli  are 
three  hamlets : 

I.  Ham,  a mile  northweft  from  the  church,  containing  twelve  houfes. 

2.  Stert,  or  Silver -Jireety  half  a mile  northeaft,  fix  houfes. 

3.  Chilson,  a mile  weft,  fix  houfes. 

The  reft  of  the  houfes  lie  fcattered  about  the  church,  and  towards  Blackdown.  The 
whole  number  being  about  eighty  j fome  of  which  are  farms  3 but  moftly  cottages,  on? 

compofed 
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compoied  of  reddifh  mud  walls,  covered  with  thatch.  The  lands  are  in  general  rich, 
pretty  equally  divided  between  pafture  and  tillage,  and  worth  on  an  average  twenty- 
five  fhillings  an  acre.  In  the  hamlet  of  Chiljon  are  about  one  hundred  acres  of 
common  land,  on  which  the  inhabitants  in  general  turn  catde,  although  the  right  is 
confined  to  the  copyhold  tenants.  In  that  part  of  the  parilh  which  lies  on  Blackdown, 
rife  many  fprings,  the  waters  of  which  unite  in  a little  rivulet  which  turns  a grift-mill, 
called  Rugging-Milli  and  falls  into  the  river  Tone.  Another  ftream  runs  by  the 
common,  and  has  over  it  a ftone  bridge  of  two  arches.  The  roads  in  this  parilh 
are  very  narrow,  deep,  and  ftonyj  the  banks  on  each  fide  high,  and  the  hedges  meet 
in  an  arch  above  head. 

The  manor  ofWeft-Buckland  was  heretofore  beftowed  as  Wellington,  and  has  been 
for  many  centuries  the  property  of  the  bilhops  of  this  diocefe. 

Weft-Buckland  is  a chapel  to  Wellington.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
and  is  a confiderable  edifice  of  Saxon  and  Gothick  architecture,  confifting  of  a nave, 
chancel,  north  and  fouth  ailes,  with  a well-built  tower  at  the  weft  end,  eighty  feet  high, 
and  containing  five  bells. 

In  the  floor  of  the  chancel  there  is,  among  a few  others,  this  infcriptlon; “ Sub 

hoc  tumulo  jacet  corpus  Malachse  Thurfton,  Medicinse  DoCtoris:  pauperibus  fuit  mu- 
nificus,  omnibus  gratus,  infirmis  faius.  Obijt  focius  Sidney  Cantabrigienfis,  tertio  die 
Junii,  Anno  Domini  1701,  jetat.  fuae  73.” 

Richard  Blackmore  gave  twenty  pounds  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh,  the  intereft 
thereof  to  be  diftributed  to  fuch  as  have  no  relief,  at  Chriftmas  for  ever. 

The  chriftenings  in  this  parilh  are  annually  on  an  average  9J  the  burials  7, 
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TO  this  place,  which  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Fipehpcombe,  various  etymologies 
have  been  given : fome  have  imagined  that  it  derived  its  name  from  the  number 
cither  of  weevils  (or  grubs,  Fepl  being  the  Saxon  term  for  that  infedt)  or  of  weafels, 
with  which  the  combe  or  valley  might  formerly  have  abounded;  others,  laughably 
enough,  have  conjectured,  that  the  name  Wivelifcombe,  or  (as  they  call  it)  Wifelejs^ 
combey  originally  arofe  from  the  circumftance  of  the  place  being  informer  times  inhabited 
chiefly  by  priefts,  who,  during  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  lived  here  in  common,  and 
officiated  in  the  neighbouring  parilhes.  Another  conjedture  may  yet  be  hazarded,  that 
the  name  is  compounded  of  the  Saxon  words  Fepelp,  which  implies  a clofe  covering, 
and  Lorn  tie,  the  ulual  name  in  that  language  for  a valley  j whereby  the  word  WiveliJ- 
€ombe  will  be  made  to  figuify,  the  cloje^  or  inclojed  valley ^ which  indeed  is  really  the  cafe, 

the 
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the  fpot  being  on  every  fide,  except  a fmall  opening  towards  Taunton,  fliut  in  by  lofty 
hills,  covered  with  rich  and  very  beautiful  woods. 

It  is  a large  market-town,  eleven  miles  weft  from  Taunton,  and  feven  north  weft 
from  Wellington,  being  fituated  in  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  hundred  we  are  defcribing, 
and  fevered  from  the  former  by  part  of  the  hundred  of  Milverton.  It  confifts  of 
feven  irregular  ftreets  and  lanes,  one  of  which,  leading  from  the  church  to  the  market- 
place, where  four  ftreets  meet,  is  very  fteep.  Here  were  formerly  two  markets,  the 
one  on  Tuefdays,  the  other  on  Saturdays;  but  the  latter  only  is  retained.  There  is  a 
market-houfe  for  the  corn,  and  a long  row  range  of  old  fhambles.  Three  fairs  are 
held  annually  for  ftieep,  cattle,  and  pedlary  ware,  viz.  May  2d,  Trinity-Monday,  and 
the  25th  of  September. 

The  town  is  governed  by  a bailiff  and  a portreve,  annually  chofen  at  a court  held  in 
May.  The  portreve  is  always  ele6ted  out  of  a part  of  the  town  called  the  Borough ^ 
and  at  the  court,  ale-tafters,  and  examiners  of  weights  and  meafures,  are  appointed. 

A confiderable  woollen-manufadture  has  for  more  than  two  centuries  been  carried  on 
in  the  town,  and  ftill  flouriflies.  The  goods  moftly  made  are  blanketings,  knap-coat- 
ings, kerfey,  and  other  coarfe  cloths;  ftrouds,  ermine,  and  baize.  Many  of  thefe  arc 
fent  to  London,  Briftol,  and  Exeter,  for  home  confumption,  and  for  exportation  to 
Spain  and  Guernfey. 

Within  this  parifti  there  are  about  five  hundred  acres  of  common  land,  near  four 
hundred  of  which  are  on  Main-Downy  a hill  about  a mile  weftward  from  the  town, 
on  the  top  of  which  is  a good  race-ground  nearly  two  miles  in  circumference,  on  a 
fine  ftrong  turf.  From  the  plain  on  this  hill  there  is  an  extend ve  view  of  the  coun- 
try, particularly  to  the  eaft  and  foutheaft,  over  the  vale  of  T aunton  and  the  moors, 
to  Mendip-hills,  and  Hum-hill  near  Yeovil.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  hill  is  a fine 
fpring,  which  fends  a ftream  to  the  town,  where  it  is  received  into  a refervoir  in  Weft- 
fh'eet,  and  thence  is  diftributed  by  pipes  to  moft  of  the  houfes.  On  another  part  of 
the  hill  is  a pool  of  water,  called  Meer-Booly  which  is  never  dry,  although  it  has  no 
vifible  fpring. 

The  river  Tone,  riling  in  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Clotworthy,  bounds  this  parifh  on 
the  weft,  dividing  it  from  Huifh-Champflower,  and  Chipftaple.  Many  other  excellent 
fprings  rife  in  this  parifh,  and  turn  four  or  five  mills,  three  of  which  are  in  the  hamlet 
of  Ford. 

The  woods  in  this  parifh  are  eight  in  number,  and  in  contents  about  feventy-two 
■acres,  chiefly  crowning  the  fummits,  or  clothing  the  flopes  of  the  hills.  The  wood  is 
moftly  oak  and  beech. 

The  foil  is  various;  but  for  the  moft  part  a red  loam  mixed  with  ftone-rulh.  There 
is  a vein  of  yellow  clay  or  ochre,  much  ufed  by  the  tanners  and  fellmongers  in  dreffmg 
their  leather,  and  for  that  purpofe  it  is  carried  to  a confiderable  diftance.  There  is 
alfo  great  plenty  of  blue  lime-ftone,  and  fome  of  a whitifh  kind,  called  Popfle.  The 
lands  are  nearly  one  third  arable,  and  bear  remarkably  fine  crops.  The  fields  ai'e  in 
general  large,  divided  by  good  quick  fences,  well  planted  with  trees. 
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In  the  year  1777,  the  number  of  houfes  in  the  town  of  Wivelifcombe  was  359,  and 
of  inhabitants  1 533.  Befides  which  there  are  feveral  hamlets,  as, 

1.  Croford,  or  Crowfordy  one  mile  eaft,  which  contains  twenty  houfes,  moftly 
thatched  cottages. 

2.  Ford,  about  a mile  northeaft,  ten  farms,  and  ten  cottages. 

3.  Langley,  a mile  north,  eight  farms,  and  fix  cottages. 

4.  Wheatfield,  a mile  and  a half  north,  eleven  farms,  and  four  cottages. 

The  reft  of  the  houfes,  about  fixteen  in  number,  are  moftly  farms,  and  ftand  fingly 
about  the  parifh.  The  whole  number  of  houfes  is  about  444,  and  of  inhabitants 
nearly  1900.  Freeholders  refiding  in  the  parifh  about  30. 

Wivelifcombe  was  a place  of  fome  note  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  although  it  is 
not  diftinguifhed  in  their  annals  as  a ftation  or  military  poft.  In  the  earlier  part  of 
their  tranfadlions  in  this  ifland  they  had  a large  caftrum  or  encampment  on  a hill  about 
a mile  eaftward  from  the  town,  which  ftill  is  called  the  Caftle.  Its  fummit  contains 
about  twelve  acres;  and  although  it  is  moftly  covered  with  coppice-wood  and  bufhes, 
the  veftiges  of  fortifications,  and  the  foundations  of  buildings,  are  ftill  difcernible  on  its 
furface.  Part  of  the  fofle,  which  is  very  deep,  and  is  extended  round  the  hill,  has  been 
deftroyed  by  the  working  of  a quarry^  Near  the  centre  of  the  area,  feveral  Roman 
coins,  chiefly  of  Trajan,  Antoninus  Pius,  Tacitus,  and  Gallienus,  were  difcovered  in 
the  year  17 ii.  At  another  time  an  urn,  filled  with  money  of  the  fame  people,  was 
dug  up  in  the  neighbouring  valley:  The  number  of  coins  contained  therein  was 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred,  moft  of  them  the  fize  of  a halfpenny,  and  were  all  of 
copper;  but  there  were  not  above  half  a dozen  among  them  that  were  of  different 
forts.  The  legends  on  the  obverfe  were,  “ Imp.  Diocletianus  Aug.  Maximianus. 
Conftantius  nobil.  Maximinus.  T.  C.Val.  Severus  nobil.  Imp.  Conftantinus  Aug.” 
On  the  reverfe  of  all  was  the  figure  of  Mars,  with  this  legend  “ Genio  Populi  Romani.” 

The  Danes  availed  themfelves  of  this  caftle  during  their  inroads  into  thefe  parts; 
and  after  they  withdrew,  the  Saxons,  beginning  to  recover  their  tranquility,  tranfplanted 
themfelves  to  the  neighbouring  vale,  and  gave  the  fcite  of  their  new-built  habitations 
the  name  of  Wivelifcombe. 

Henceforward  the  place  became  of  confequence,  conftituted  a large  lordftiip,  and 
was  always  held  by  the  Saxon  kings,  till  Edward  the  Confeffor  granted  all  his  lands 
here  to  the  church  of  Wells.  The  extent  of  thofe  lands  appears  in  the  Norman  furvey: 

The  fame  Bilhop  holds  Wivelescome.  He  held  it  alfo  in  the  time  of  King 
“ Edward,  and  gelded  for  fifteen  hides.  The  arable  is  thirty-fix  carucates.  Of  that 
“ in  demefne  are  three  hides,  and  there  are  four  carucates,  and  eight  fervants,  and  fixteen 

villanes,  and  three  cottagers,  with  feven  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  of  fifty-pence  rent,. 

and  thirty-four  acres  of  meadow,  and  two  hundred  acres  of  pafture,  and  fourfcore 

acres  of  wood. 

Of  the  land  of  this  manor  three  knights  hold  of  the  Bifhop  nine  hides,  and  have 
“ there  fixteen  ploughs.  This  land  is  of  the  demefiie  of  the  bifiioprick,  and  cannot  be 

alienated 
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alienated  from  the  bifhop.  It  is  worth  to  the  bifhop  ten  pounds,  to  the  knights 

fifteen  pounds.”* 

Bifhop  Button,  A.  D.  1 2.56,  obtained  of  King  Henry  III.  a charter  of  free- warren  for 
himfelf  and  his  fuccefibrs,  in  this  and  other  of  his  manors }“  and  John  de  Drokensford 
either  raifed  from  the  ground,  or  rebuilt,  a ftately  palace  adjoining  to  the  cemetery, 
which  his  fucceflbr  in  the  fee,  Ralph  of  Shrewfbury,  greatly  improved.'"  A.  D.  1331, 
in  the  time  of  the  laft-mentioned  bifhop,  Simon  Mepham,  D.  D.  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, then  vifiting  the  diocefe  of  Bath,  kept  his  birth-day  at  this  palace and  it 
feems  to  have  been  a favourite  feat  of  every  prelate  from  John  de  Drokensford  who 
died  here,  to  Thomas  Godwin,  who,  out  of  neceflity  and  not  by  choice,  parted  with, 
this  manor  for  the  term  of  ninety*^nine  years,  to  purchafe  peace  and  quiet.'"  The  other 
epifcopal  palaces  in  this  county  were  at  Wells,  Banwell,  Chew-Magna,  Evercreechy 
‘Twiverton,  and  Claverton^  The  palace  of  Wivelifcombe  is  now  in  ruins;  and  a work- 
houfe,  erefted  in  the  year  1735,  occupies  part  of  the  fcite  of  the  ancient  edifice. 

The  manor,  with  that  of  Fitzhead,  is  held  under  the  prefent  bifhop  by  the  Hon.  John- 
Bulkeley  Coventry-Bulkeley.  There  is  alfo  another  manor,  which  is  included  in 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  charter  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells,  under  whom  it  has  long 
been  held  by  the  Lords  Stawel.  ' . 

There  is  a third  manor  within  this  parlfh,  called  Oakhampton,  of  which  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Wells  are  alfo  lords  paramount,  and  which  is  held  under  them  by  Sir 
William  Yea,  bart.  This  alfo  is  included  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  charter.  By  an  in- 
quifition  taken  3 Edw.  III.  it  was  found  that  John  de  Drokensford,  bifhop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  died  feized  of  one  mefluage  and  three  virgates  of  land  in  the  hamlet  of 
Oakhampton,  within  the  manor  of  Wivelifcombe,  which  tenements  were  held  of  the 
bifhoprick  of  Bath  and  Wells,  by  the  fervice  of  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee.'  And 
the  faid  bifhop  was  thereby  certified  to  have  obtained  the  whole  hamlet  aforefaid  of 
Sir  John  de  Clyvedon,  knt.  paying  yearly  to  the  faid  John,  for  the  life  of  James 
Trivet,  40I.  per  annum.  And  the  fame  John  de  Clyvedon  obtained  the  faid  mefluage 
and  lands  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs  of  the  faid  James  Trivet.®  ' ^ 

The  church  of  Wivelifcombe,  valued  in  1292  at  forty  marks,'’  is  a prebend  belong- 
ing to  the  cathedral  of  Wells.  A vicarage  was  ordained  7 kal.  Nov.  1262,  confifling 
of  the  following  portions,  viz.  in  all  the  alterage  obventions  of  the  church  of  Wivelif- 
combe, and  the  chapel  of  Fitzhead,  and  in  all  fmall  tithes  of  the  whole  parifh,  except 
the  tithes  of  all  forts  of  fheaf  growing  in  the  curtilages ; and  in  the  tithes  of  hay  at 
Fitzhead  only;  and  in  the  tithes  of  mills  and  flax  throughout  the  parifh;  as  alfo  in 
mortuaries,  or  firfl;  legacies  of  the  whole  parifh,  faving  from  the  tenants  of  the  faid 
church.  The  vicar  alfo  fhall  have  a houfe  with  curtilage  at  Wivelifcombe,  ufually 

‘ Lib.  Domefday.  Cart.  41  Hen.  III.  m.  5.  Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen. 

“ Anon.  Hift.  Edvardi  tertii,  ap.  Walt.  Hemingford  Chron.  399.  , 

* Sir  John  Harington’s  Nuga  Antiqu£,  p.  132.  Athen.  Oxon.  i.  710.  Biog.  Di£l.  &c.  ^ Lei.  Itin.  ili.  125;. 

‘ Efc.  Taxat.  Spiritual. 

appropriated 


VoL.  II. 


Rrr 


490 


'w  I V E L I s c o M B E. 


appropriated  to  the  ofEciating  minifter,  and  another  at  Fitzhead,  with  .curtilage,  which 
the  chaplain  ufed  to  occupy.*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Dowring  is  the  prefent  incumbent  of 
the  vicarage. 

There  was  a chantry  in  the  church  of  Wivelifcombe,  and  the  laft  incumbent  of  it, 
Thomas  Inarpone,  received  in  1553  a penfion  of  4!.'' 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  according  to  Browne  Willis;  but  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  according  to  other  authority.  It  confifts  of  a nave,  north  and  fouth 
ailes,  and  at  the  weft  end  a tower  and  fpire,  with  a fet  of  chimes,  a clock,  and  fix  bells. 

In  the  fouth  aile  is  an  antique  mural  monument  of  various  kinds  of  marble,  much 
defaced  by  time.  In  front  are  three  fmall  round  detached  columns  with  Corinthian 
capitals  gilt.  The  centre  one  divides  the  monument  into  two  parts^  in  which  are  two 
arched  recelTes  containing  black  tablets,  with  thefe  infcriptions : 

To  pofterity.  Heere  reft  in  afured  hope  of  a joiefull  refurredlion,  through  Chrift 
Jefus,  the  bodies  of  Humphrey  Windham,  of  Golden-Hill  in  the  parifli  of  Wivelif- 
combe in  the  county  of  Somerftt,  efq;  third  fonne  of  Sir  John  Windham,  of  Orchard 
in  the  fame  county,  knight,  (long  fince  deceafed)  and  Margery  his  wife,  eldeft  daughter 
and  coheire  of  John  Stevenfon,  of  Hodfdon  in  the  countie  of  Hertford,  efq;  who  lived 
together  above  forty-three  years,  having  iffue  a fonne  and  one  daughter ; which  fonne 
dying  young,  Elizabeth  their  foie  daughter  and  heire  married  John  Colles,  of  Barton 
in  the  county  of  Somerfete,  efq;  by  whom  hee  hath  had  iflfue,  at  erecfting  of  this  monu- 
ment, fix  children,  a fonne  and  five  daughters ; which  fonne  dyed  an  infant,  and  lyeth 
in  this  vault.  The  faid  Humphrey  Windham  departed  this  mortal  life  the  a9th  day 
of  May  1622,  aged  84  and  upward.  Margerie  his  wife  died  the  ift  of  Sept.  1620, 
red  72.  Valete,  pares  incomparabiles ! Feftinantes  fequimur. 

To  the  eternal  memorie  of  Humphrey  Windham,  efq;  and  Margerie  his  wife: 

Here  lies  a pair,  who  for  their  equal  loves 
Let  after  ages  terme  the  turtle  doves : 

A hee  and  fiiee  whofe  like  this  weftern  foile 
Shall  hardly  match,  nay  fcarce  again  ovr  ifle. 

That  fame  herfelf  adores  the  memorie 
Of  Humphrey  Windham,  and  his  Margerie, 

His  matchlefs  wife,  whofe  heav’n-bleft  fkill  and  coft 
Cur’d  fundry  (whom  the  furgeon  held  for  loft) 

Of  dangerous  wounds,  dim  eyes,  and  fefter’d  fores. 

Sent  maymed  cripples  crutchlefs  from  her  doors. 

T o fowerfcore  fower  of  yeares  hee  did  afpire, 

A counfellor,  a juftice,  and  a fquire; 

Hence  was  hee  wife  to  judge,  and  juft  to  doe. 

Religious,  good,  and  nobly-minded  too; 

The  orphan’s  father,  and  the  widow’s  friend. 

Learned,  wife,  fincere,  and  conftant  to  the  end. 

f .Excerpt,  e Regift.  Wellen.  “ Willis’s  Hift.  of  Abbies,  ii.  203. 
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Yet  from  this  nonejuch  couple  did  proceed 
But  one  foie  daughter,  fair,  and  heire  indeed 
Both  of  their  virtues  and  eftates,  who  lives. 

And  in  her  life  their  fecond  being  gives. 

Here  only  doth  their  earthly  pawne  remaine. 

Which  at  Chrift’s  coming  mull  be  fetcht  againe.’* 

Under  this  monument  are  their  effigies  in  ftone  lying  on  a tomb. 

On  a brafs-plate  in  the  chancel  north  wall : — Here  lyeth  William  Crowther,  M.  A, 
and  vicar  of  Wivelifcombe,  who  dyed  June  8,  1617.”  Arms,  A bend  dexter  wavy. 

On  a ftone  in  the  chancel  floor: Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Richard  Wood,  late 

minifter  here,  buried  April  2,  1645.” 

On  two  black  tables  are  the  following  benefaflions : 

John  Perry,  of  Gerbefton,  gent.  1582,  gave  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifli  two 
feveral  fums  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  lent  to  eight  honeft  laborious  men,  two  years 
gratis,  towards  keeping  them  on  work,  and  from  becoming  chargeable. 

‘‘  Henry  Story,  gent.  1648,  gave  unto  David  Story  and  others  of  this  parilh,  a 
melTuage  containing  two  burgages,  fituate  in  Golden-hill,  for  one  thoufand  years,  upon 
truft  that  they  ffiould  yearly  pay  all  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  unto  the  churchwardens 
and  overfeers  of  the  poor,  to  be  by  them  diftributed  amongft  indigent  perfons  for  their 
better  relief  on  the  feaft-day  of  St.  Thomas  in  every  year. 

“ John  Hutchines,  gent,  anno  1589,  gave  to  Robert  Story,  and  John  Yea,  and  their 
heires,  one  clofe  of  land  containing  three  acres,  lying  at  Croford-hill-head,  upon  truft 
that  they  ffiould  yearly  for  ever  diftribute  the  profits  thereof  among  the  poor  of  the 
pariffi,  fourteen  days  before  E after. 

Samuel  Bird,  of  London,  gent,  anno  1647,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  pariffi  two 
hundred  pounds  for  the  purchafing  fome  land  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  poor,  with  which 
money  certain  lands  lying  at  Poleffiill  in  Milverton  were  purchafed. 

William  Bowerman,  vicar  of  this  pariffi,  anno  1562,  gave  unto  the  churchwardens 
and  other  inhabitants  of  this  pariffi  twenty  pounds,  to  be  by  them  lent  to  four  honeft 
clothiers  of  this  pariffi  for  two  years  gratis,  that  ffiould  employ  the  poor  people  in  {pin- 
ning, weaving,  &c. 

‘‘  Elizabeth  Coles,  widow  of  John  Coles,  efq;  and  daughter  of  Humphrey  Windham, 
did,  by  the  direftion  of  the  faid  Humphrey  Windham,  and  John  Coles,  efqrs,  ere<fl:  an 
almshoufe  for  the  fettlement  of  eight  poor  aged  people  j and  did  alfo  order  the  charity 
of  one  ffiilling  and  fix-pence  a week  to  be  for  ever  paid  unto  every  and  each  of  the^faid 
poor  people;  which  money  is,  by  a decree  made  in  the  high  and  honoiu'able  court  of 
chancery,  charged  on  the  manor  of  Wivelifcombe. 

“ Thomas  Holway,  gent,  gave  unto  feveral  inhabitants  of  this  pariffi  the  inheritance 
of  thofe  fix  burgages  fituate  in  Golden-Hill,  (part  whereof  is  a certain  parcel  of  ground 
now  called  the  Pariffi  Clofe)  in  truft  that  they  ffiould  yearly  for  ever,  at  the  feaft  of 
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Eafter,  pay  all  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  unto  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  the 
poor,  to  be  by  them  yearly  for  ever  applied  towards  repairing  the  church  and  main- 
taining the  poor.” 

Here  is  an  hofpital  founded  by  Sir  John  Coventry,  for  twelve  poor  people. 

There  is  alfo  a poor-houfe  near  the  church,  called  the  Church-houfe,  in  which  live 
eight  families.  A private  donation  has  alfo  furnilhed  feventeen  fmall  cottages  for 
needy  and  diftrefled  families. 


FITZHEAD 

Adjoins  to  Wivelifcombc  on  the  northeaft.  It  has  been  written  Fivehead,  and 
Fifhide,  and  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  ancient  accounts  of  Wivelifcombc, 
in  which  manor  it  was  included  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft. 

The  country  about  this  little  village  is  tliickly  wooded,  and  pleafantly  intermixed 
with  hills  and  vallies.  The  lands  are  moftly  in  tillage,  and  a confiderable  quantity  of 
flax  is  raifed  here.  There  are  no  fo fills,  and  very  few  other  natural  produdtions  j divers 
forts  of  fcarce  moffes  clothe  the  banks  of  the  inclofures,  and  the  fides  of  the  roads, 
which  are  narrow,  and  overhung  with,  hedges. 

The  church  is  a curacy  and  peculiar  in  the  deanery  of  Dunfter.  The  Rev.  John 
Farthing  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  is  a fmall 
Gothick  edifice,  of  one  pace,  with  a tower  at  the  weft  end,  containing  a clock  and 
five  bells. 

On  tire  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a neat  mural  monument  of  black  and  white 

marble,  on  which  is  inferibed, “ Undef-  three  tombs  in  the  church-yard  are  interred 

the  bodies  of  Simon  Cannon,  efq;  and  of  Jane  his  wife.  Of  John  Southby,  efq;  and 
of  Mary  his  wife,  (who  was  daughter  and  coheir  to  Simon  Cannon  j)  alfo  of  Jane  and 
Robert  Southby,  their  fon  and  daughter.  And  in  the  vault  under  the  family  feat  in  this 
chancel,  lie  interred  the  bodies  of  Cannon  Southby,  efq;  (who  died  July  7,  1768)  of 
Betty  his  wife,  and  of  Jane  their  daughter.”  Arms,  Sahle,  a chevron  between  three 
crofs-crofslets,  or. 

On  the  n^ve  fouth  wall  is  an  antique  oval  monument  of  marble,  with  this  infeription: 

“ In  memory  of  Robert  Cannon,  fon  of  Simon  Cannon,  fen.  and  Jane  his  wife, 

who  died  on  St.  John’s-day  1690,  aged  15  years.” Arms^  ' Argent y on  a fefle  gules 

between  three  crofles  patee  Jabky  as  many  martlets  of  the  firft. 

On  a brafs-plate  in  the  middle  paflfage: “Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Richard 

Cannon,  who  deceafed  April  29,  1603.”  , 

In  the  church-yard  is  a very  fine  yew-tree,  16  feet  round  with  a very  large  fpread. 
There  ;s  alfo  an  old  crofs. 
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BISHOP’s-LYDIARD,  or  L Y D I ARD-EP I S C O PI. 

This  large  parifh  lies  at  the  very  northeafl;  extremity  of  this  divifion  of  Kingfbury- 
Weft,  and  contiguous  to  Taunton-Dean.  Befides  feveral  hamlets,  fome  of  which 
are  within  that  hundred,  it  comprifes  a fmall  town;  but  which  was  in  former  times 
much  more  confiderable  and  populous  than  at  prefent,  having  the  advantage  of  a 
market  and  fairs  obtained  to  it  of  the  Kings  of  England,  by  the  intereft  of  the  bifliops 
of  the  diocefe,  who  were  its  ancient  lords,  and  from  whom  it  received  the  name  by 
which  it  is  at  this  day  diftinguifhed. 

This  diftridb  may  boaft  of  great  antiquity.  There  is  within  its  precindts  a place 
called  Conquest,  or  Conquest-Farm,  near  which,  in  the  year  1666,  a very  large  urn 
was  dug  up  by  a labouring  perfon,  containing  no  lefs  than  fourfcore  pounds  weight 
of  Roman  coins,  of  the  Emperors  Claudius,  Ne^o,  Pomitian,  Nerva,  Trajan, 
Antonine,  Septimius-Severus,  Tacitus,  Gallienus,  Tetricus,  and  a great  number  of 
others.  Another  urn  of  nearly  equal  weight,  was  about  the  fame  time  found  in  the 
parifh  of  Stogumber.  From  the  circumftance  of  thefe  difcoveries,  the  different  ages 
of  the  coins,  the  immenfenefs  of  their  quantity,  and  particularly  the  name  of  the  place 
Conquest,  near  which  they  were  found,  a writer,  whofe  refearches  are  rather  more 
curious  than  critical,  has  in  along  Treatife®  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  in  fome  place  of 
the  valley,  which  extends  from  the  weft  fide  of  Quantock,  from  Taunton  to  Lydiard, 
Stogumber  and  Watchet,  the  Romans  compleated  the  conqueji  of  lb  much  of  Britain 
as  is  now  called  England;  and  that  they,  throughout  many  ages  afterwards,  continued 
a legion  or  part  of  one  here,  which  they  paid  with  fuch  money  as  this,  to  prevent  in- 
furredlion  by  land  and  invafion  by  fea. 

The  Common  tradition  however  is,  that  Conquest  had  its  name  from  a fignal  vic- 
tory obtained  there  over  the  Danes  by  the  Saxons,  under  the  command  ofKing  Alfred; 
which  might  have  been  the  cafe,  although  the  other  likewife  ftiould  be  ftridly  true. 

Certain  it  is  that  King  Alfred  at  that  period  pofTelfed  all  the  lands  of  Lydiard;  and 
when  he  emerged  from  tlie  troubles  in  which  the  Danes  had  involved  him,  and  began 
to  advert  to  the  concerns  of  domeftick  life,  he  gave  this  manor,  with  thofe  of  Wel- 
lington and  Buckland,  to  After  the  preceptor  of  his  children,  as  a reward  for  his  care 
over  them.  But  a Ihort  time  after,  the  fame  difpofal  which  attended  Wellington, 
attended  this  manor  alfo;  and  the  firft  bifhops  of  Wells  became  pofTefTed  of  this  large 
and  valuable  territory.  Its  ftate  about  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conqueft  may  be  learnt 
from  the  following  record: 

The  fame  Biftiop  holds  Lidegar.  He  alfo  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward, 
and  gelded  for  ten  hides,  wanting  one  virgate.  The  arable  is  fixteen  carucates. 
“ Thereof  are  in  demefne  three  hides,  and  there  are  two  carucates,  and  five  fervants, 

® See  the  Difcourfe  publifhed  by  Hearne  (who  afcribes  it  to  Gibbons)  in  Peter  Langtoft’s  Chronicle,  p.  441. 
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" and  twenty  vlllanes,  and  twelve  cottagers,  with  fix  ploughs.  There  is  a mill  render- 

ing  thirty-one  pence,  and  thirty  acres  of  meadow.  Failure  one  mile  long,  and  three 
“ furlongs  broad,  and  as  much  wood, 

“ Of  this  land  of  the  manor  two  knights  hold  three  hides  of  the  villanes^  land,  and 

have  there  three  ploughs.  The  whole  is  worth  thirteen  pounds.”'* 

King  Henry  III.  in  the  41ft  year  of  his  reign  granted  to  the  bilhop  of  the  diocefe  a 
charter  of  free-warren  in  all  his  lands  in  Lydiard  and  other  places;'  and  King  Edw.  I. 
granted  a charter  for  a weekly  market  to  be  held  here  on  Monday,  and  two  fairs 
yearly,  viz.  on  the  feall  of  the  Nativity,  and  the  Annunciation  of  the  Blefled  Virgin 
Mary,  to  continue  for  fix  days;''  which  charters  received  the  confirmation  of  other 
fucceeding  kings.  A.  D.  1293,  the  epifcopal  temporalities  in  this  place  were  rated  at 
20I.'  The  laft  billiop  that  polfelfed  the  manor  was  bilhop  Barlow,  who  in  1 548 
exchanged  it  away  with  Edw.  VI.  for  other  lands,  and  thus  coming  either  by  grant  or 
purchafe  through  a variety  of  polfelfors,  it  is  at  length  enjoyed  by  J ohn  Lethbridge,  efq; 
whofe  feat,  called  Sandhill-Parky  is  fituated  at  the  diltance  of  about  half  a mile  well- 
ward  from  the  church. 

To  the  eafl  lies  Lydiard-Pincherton,,' or  Punchardon,  a hamlet  and  manor, 
which  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  was  held  by  Hugh  de  Punchardon,  by  knight’s  fervice, 
of  the  callle  of  Dunller/  William  de  Punchardon,  fon  of  this  Hugh,  was  living  here 
in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  and  then  bore  for  his  arms  a crofs  cercelee  voided,  as  appears 
from  a feal  affixed  to  a deed  ftill  extant.®  This  William  at  his  death  left  feveral 
daughters  heirs  to  his  ellates;  of  whom  Aubrea  married  SirHamelynde  Deaudon,  of 
Deaudon  in  the  county  of  Devon,  by  whom  ffie  had  a fon  named  Thomas,  who  died 
without  ilfue,  and  two  daughters;  Mabil,  wife  of  Sir  Baldwin  Malet,  of  Enmore,  and 
Joan,  the  wife  of  Roger  de  Claville.'*  Mabil  had  for  her  part  the  manor  of  Lydiard- 
Punchardon;  and  14  Edw.  I.  ffie  and  Thomas  de  Pin  are  certified  to  hold  half  a 
knight’s  fee  here  of  John  de  Mohun.'  i Edw.  IV.  Hugh  Malet,  fon  of  another  Sir 
Baldwin  Malet,  a defeendant  of  the  former  qf  that  name,  granted  to  John  Wadham 
the  elder,  efq;  William  Ronyon,  efq;  and  others,  this  his  manor  of  Lydiard-Punchardon, 
for  fix  years  to  raife  fortunes  for  his  daughters;  and  afterwards  further  granted  the  faid 
manor  to  Walter  Bluet,  William  Montague  of  Henley,  John  Wadham  the  younger, 
&c,  for  the  term  of  life,  and  to  the  ufe  of  Thomas  Malet  his  fon  and  heir,  and  Joan 
his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Wadham."  27  Henry  VII.  it  appears  that  William  Malet' 
veiled  this  manor  and  others  of  his  inheritance  in  Lord  Fitzwarren,  Sir  Amice  Poulet, 
Sir  Nicholas  Wadham,  &c.  The  prelent  owner  thereof  is  Lady  Harriet  Acland. 

Another  manor  in  this  pariffi,  called  Week,'  is  the  property  of  Richard  Crofs,  of 
Broomfield,  efq.  Several  fmall  hamlets,  unnoticed  in  hiltory,  are  likewife  included 
within  its  limits. 

•’  Lib.  Domefday.  ' Cart.  41  Hen.  III.  m.  y.  ^ Cart.  19  Edw.  I.  n.  45.  • Taxat.  Temporal. 

' Lib.  Feod.  mil.  caftri  de  Dunfter.  ® Ex  Autog,  ” Sir  William  Pole.  ‘ Lib.  Feod.  Ex  Autog. 

* For  the  neighbouring  manors  of  Eaft-Bagborough,  and  Eaft-Combe,  fee  under  Weft-Bagborough,  and 
Combe-Flory,  in  the  adjoining  hundred  of  l aunton-Dean. 

The 
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The  living  of  Bifliop’s-Lydiard  is  a vicarage  and  peculiar  in  the  deanery  of  Taunton, 
and  in  the  patronage  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bowen  is  the 
prefent  incumbent.  It  was  given  A.  D.  1239  canons  of  this  cathedral  by 

bilhop  Joceline.  - 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  large  and  handfome,  confiding  of  a 
nave,  chancel,  and  fide  aiks,  all  covered  with  blue  tile.  A large  ftately  tower,  one 
hundred  feet  in  height,  ftands  at  the  weft  end,  and  contains  a clock  and  eight  fine  bells. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a mural  monument  of  ftone,  ^nfcribed, In 

memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Bathurft,  firft  wife  of  John  Palmer,  Doftor  in  Phyfick,  late 
warden  of  All-Souls  college  j afterwards  of  Dr.  Ralph  Bathurft,  dean  of  Wells,  and 
prefident  of  Trinity  college,  Oxford  j the  only  child  and  heir  of  John  Triftram,  of 
Baunton  in  Devon,  efqj  by  the  Hon.  Mary  Ley,  daughter  of  James  earl  of  Marlbo- 
rough, Lord  High-Treafurer  of  England,  who  died  at  Conqueft-Farm  in  this  parifh, 
April  14,  1690,  in  the  73d  year  of  her  age.  And  alfo  of  John  Palmer,  efq;  her  fon, 
who  died  there  March  15,  1689.  Her  only  furviving  child  and  executor  Elizabeth 
wife  of  George  Baynard,  of  Cliffe-houfe  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  efq;  erefted  this  mo- 
nument as  a teftimony  of  her  duty  and  affedion.” 

On  the  fouth  wall  is  a plain  neat  mural  monument  of  fine  white  marble,  with  this 

infcription: M.  S.  Elizabethse  Cannon,  viri  honorabilis  Hugonis  Somerville, 

HonoratifTimi  Domini  Jacobi  Baronis  Somerville,  filii  natu  fecundi,  dilediflimge  fimul 
& amantiffimas  uxoris,  Chriftopheri  Lethbridge,  de  Weftaway,  in  agro  Devonise,  armi- 
geri,  et  Marias  uxoris,  fobolis  unicas.  Quse  puerperii  cafibus  fuccumbens,  propinquis 
asque  ac  amicis  flebilis  occidit.  Fuit  inim  (ft  alia  quaspiam)  yalde  amabilis,  oris  placidi, 
fermonis  fuaviflimi,  integritatis  priftinae,  fed  virtutes  fiias,  non  eft  hujus  marmoris 
annumerare:  quas  et  quant®  fuerunt  dies  fupremus  indicabit.  Obijt  die  quarto  Odlo- 
oris  An.  Sal.  1765.” 

On  the  wall  of  the  north  aile  is  an  elegant  mural  monument  of  white  and  Sienna 

marble,  infcribed  as  follows: In  the  vault  near  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of 

Elizabeth  Periam,  relift  of  John  Periam,  of  Hill,  efq;  and  daughter  of  John  Southey, 
of  Fitzhead,  efq;  a kind  and  affeftionate  wife,  whofe  virtues  were  confpicuous;  in 
piety  truly  Chriftian,  in  charity  liberal,. in  friendlhip  ftncere,  benevolent  to  all.  She 
lived  beloved,  and  died  lamented  May  14,  1767,  aged  63.”  Arms,  GuleSy  a chevron 
engrailed  between  three  leopards’  heads  cr,  Periam : impaling  Gules  a chevron  between 
three  crofs-croflets  argenty  Southey. 

On  a brafs-plate  againft  the  eaft  pillar  of  the  fouth  aile, “ Here  lie  entombed  the 

bodies  of  Nicholas  Grobham  and  Eleanore  his  wife.  He  died  Aug.  7,  1585,  and  fhee 
Sept.  27,  1594;  levinge  ilTue  behind  them  three  fonnes,  Richard,  John,  and  Georgej 
and  two  daughters,  Johane,  and  Grace.” 

On  the  fouth  aile  wall  in  a niche  ftands  a fmall  monument  of  ftone  with  a wreathed 
fluted  urn,  and  the  following  infcription: — H.  S.  E.  Vir  vere  reverendus,  Georgius 
Farewell,  A.  M.  qui  in  hac  ecclefta  vicarii  munere  per  36  annos,  fideliter  fundtus, 
ob.  II  June  1774,  ®tac.  67.” 
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On  a flat  flrone  under  the  communion-table : “ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Henry 

Poulett,  efq;  brother  to  the  Hon“®  John  Lord  Poulett,  baron  of  Hinton-St.-George, 
who  departed  this  life  the  8th  of  May 

On  another  ftone; ''  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Malet  Poulett,  fon  of  Henry 

Poulett,  efq;  who  lyeth  here  by;  the  faid  Malet  was  buried  Nov.  23,  1672,  aged  38. 
Alfo  the  body  of  Margaret,  daughter  of  the  faid  Henry,  and  After  of  the  faid  Malet, 
who  dyed  Od.  24,  1683.” 

On  the  next  ftone: Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Mr.  William  Moore,  fen.  fellow 

of  New-Col.  in  Oxon;  who  lived  flfty  yeares  vicar  of  this  parilh;  and  died  the  24th 
day  of  May,  Anno  Dom.  1665,  aetat.  vero  fuas  82.” 

In  the  church-yard  is  a large  handfome  tomb  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Hamilton, 
of  Bath,  gent,  fixtli  fon  of  John  Hamilton,  efq;  of  Neelftone  near  Glafgow  in  Scotland, 
who  died  June  7,  1779,  aged  49. 

There  is  alfo  a flne  crofs  eighteen  feet  high,  with  three  rows  of  fteps.  The  pedeftal 
is  odangular,  and  contains  flxteen  fmall  ftatues,  two  in  each  compartment.  Another 
ftatue  ftands  in  a nich  on  the  eaft  flde  of  the  pillar. 

Here  is  an  almshoufe,  founded  and  endowed  with  lands,  &c.  by  Grobham  Howe, 
efq;  for  the  maintenance  of  feven  poor  people  who  do  not  receive  any  relief  of  the 
parifti.  Thele  are  paid  two  {hillings  and  four-pence  a week  each,  and  have  feparate 
rooms  and  gardens.  Prayers  are  read  twice  a week  in  the  alms-houfe. 

Here  is  alfo  a charity- fchool  founded  by  John  Dyke,  efq;  about  the  year  1740,  for 
clothing  and  fchooling  of  twenty  poor  children.  This  charity  is  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
churchwardens  for  the  time  being. 

Here  is  alfo  another  charity,  given  by  John  Daw,  of  about  eleven  pounds  a year, 
for  fupplying  eight  poor  men  with  coats  of  kerfey  cloth ; and  eight  poor  women  with 
drugget  jackets,  every  year.  For  this  charity  fixtruftees  are  appointed,  and  the  lives 
Ailed  as  they  drop. 
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Lies  a llttle  to  the  fouthweft  of  Bifhop’s-Lydiard,  and  is  a fmall  parifli  fo  called 
from  the  Priors  of  Taunton,  who  in  former  times  poffeffed  the  manor,  and  had 
here  a court,  or  manor-houfe. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  ConfeflTor  it  was  a part  of  the  manor  of  Bifhop’s-Lydiard, 
and  then  confifted  of  three  hides  and  one  yard-land,  according  to  the  Danegeld  valu- 
ation, and  was  held  by  bifhop  Gifo;  but  it  was  afterwards  taken  from  the  church  by 
Harold  earl  of  Kent  and  Weflex,  afterwards  king,  and  at  his  deceafe  became  veiled  in 
"William  the  Conqueror,  in  whofe  hands  it  remained  till  given  to  Roger  Arundel  his 
attendant  into  England.  The  compilers  of  the  Norman  furvey  at  the  end  of  their 
recital  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  church  of  Wells,  obferve  that  Roger  Arundel  holds 
Aijfaoixh^  King  injufte^  They  likewife  give  the  following  further  account  of  this 
territory: 

Roger  himfelf  holds  Aixe.  Ailric  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  and  gelded 
for  two  hides.  The  arable  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate,  and  three 
fervants,  and  five  villanes,  and  five  cottagers,  with  two  ploughs.  There  are  eight 
‘‘  acres  of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of  wood.  Failure  two  furlongs  long,  and  one  fur- 
long  broad.  It  is  worth  twenty  Ihillings. 

“To  this  mandr  is  added  Aixa.  Sawin  held  It  of  the  Billiop  of  Wells  in  the  time  of 
**  King  Edward,  and  it  could  not  be  feparated  from  him,  and  gelded  for  one  hide,  and 
“ one  virgate  of  land.  The  arable  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  is  one  carucate, 
and  the  villanes  have  two  carucates  and  a half.  It  was  and  is  worth  thirty  Ihillings. 
“ Roger  holds  it  of  the  King,  and  GivoM  of  him.”'’ 

This  Roger  Arundel  was  the  fon  of  Roger  de  Montgomery,  lord  of  Montgomery, 
a town  of  Normandy,  lying  fouthward  from  Lifieux.  When  he  came  into  England 
with  William  afterwards  furnamed  the  Conqueror,  that  King,  befides  a number  of 
manors  and  ellates  lying  chiefly  within  this  county,  conferred  on  him,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  his  reign,  the  earldom  of  Shrewlbuiy,  the  barony  and  callle  of  Arundel,  with 
the  title  of  Earl,  and  the  county  of  SuflTex  appendant.  From  him  the  town  and 
county  of  Montgomery  in  Wales  derived  their  name.  He  had  feveral  fons,  of  whom 
Robert  was  furnamed  Robert  of  Belleme,  a town  of  Perche,  where  he  had  great  pof» 
fefTions.  He  was  a benefadlor- to  many  monafteries  in  Normandy  and  in  England  i 
and  the  priory  of  Auftin-Canons  in  Taunton  lying  near  this  his  lordlhip,  he  gave  the 
fame  confifting  of  tvv^o  hides,  together  with  the  church  and  appertenances,  in  perpetual 
alms  to  that  monaftery.' 

• Lib.  Domefday.  Ibid. 

* The  word  Dijfam  in  the  charter  of  King  Edw.  III.  printed  in  the  Monafticon,  tom.  ii.  p.  83,  Ihould  be  cor- 
refled  aiffam. 

VoL.  II.  Sss  The 
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The  temporalities  of  the  prior  of  Tauntom  in  this  parifh  were  in  1293  valued  at 
loos."  There  was  a houfe  in  the  village  belonging  to  the  priory,  the  ruins  of  which 
were  of  late  taken  down. 

After  the  diflblution.  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  reign,  granted 
the  manor  and  rectory  to  John  Leighe,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  3ir  John  Leigh, 
knt.  whofe  daughter  and  heir  Agnes  Leigh  was , married  to  Edward  Fitzgarret,  efq. 
Which  Edward  Fitzgarret  and  Agnes  his  faid  wife,  9 Eliz.  joined  in  conveying  the 
fame  to  John  More  and  John  Boftock."  The  manor  and  patronage  of  the  living  are 
now  veiled  in  John  Lethbridge,  efqj  who  Inherits  them  from  his  uncle  the  late  John 
^Periam,  efq. 

Another  manor  is  denominated  Ash-Herbert. 

The  church  of  Afh-Priors  was  valued  in  1292  at  twenty  fhillings.^  It  is  a curacy 
in  the  deanery  of  Taunton.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Luxftone  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

The  church  is  a fmall  building,  confifting  of  a nave,  chancel,  and  north  aile,  with  a 
tower  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  are  three  bells. 

At  the  northeaft  corner  of  the  aile  is  a ftone  monument,  infcribed  to  the  memory  of 
Robert  Blake,  gent,  who  died  Nov.  29,  and  of  Mary  his  wife,  who  died  061.  25,  1704, 
with  the  obits  of  feveral  of  their  children,  and  the  arms.  Argent^  a chevron  between 
three  garbs  /able. 

t Taxat.  Temporal.  * MS'.  Carew.  ' Taxat.  Spiritual. 
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i^ount)0tJoroug{)-CrGfs 
J^OUnUftOn,  in  Odcombe  323,  325 

Houndjlreety  in  Markfbury  426,  427 

Huish-Episcopi  - - 470 

Hultemorey  in  Glaftonbury  - 268 

Hummer y in  Trent  - 383 

Huntham  cum  Slough  - - 179 

l^untmmfter,  in  Hemington  455 
Huntfgate-Milly  in  Wotton-Courtney  49 


Huntspill,  cum  Puriton 
Hundred 

: — Parifti 

Cogan 

Be  la  Hay 

Mareys 

Verney 


} 


389 

390 

393 

392 

393 

^pDon'(!i:i)atterboufe,  or  Cemple  236 

I. 

Inyn' s-Conrty  in  Bedminfter  - 284 

K. 

CiCnCOt-Crors,  in  Long-Afliton 

Hamlet 

Kenton-Mandeville 
Keyfordy  in  Frome 
Keynsham  Hundred 

Parifli 

Kilmersdon  Hundred 
Parifh 


i- 


304 

78 

189 

399 

400 


King-Weston 
Kingsbury-East  Hundred 

Pariih,  or  Kingsbury 

Episcopi 

Regisy  in  Milborne-Port 

West  Hundred 

Kingston-Seymour 
Knapy  in  North-Curry 
Knolky  in  Bedminfter 


Selworthy 

Kynnyard-More 

L. 

Lambrook-East 
JLamington,  in  Long-Aftiton 
Lancelly -Hills 
Langhamy  in  Luxborough 
Chard 

JLanglCp,  or  St.  Algar’s,  in  Frome 

in  Wivelifcombe  - 

Laverleyy  in  Weft-Pennard 
Laverton  - - - 

Lay  more 3 in  Crewkerne 


445 

80 

467 

353 

481 

122 

178 

284 

95 

41 

268 

469 

3^4 

276 

25 

473 
1 89 
488 
275 
211 

159 

He 
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PAGE 

9Aex 

Hz  in  Glaftonbury 

259 

Milborne-Port  * 

1 

Leigh  - - - 

465 

Wick 

1 

352 

— — in  Winfham 

478 

Minehead 

26 

Leighion,  in  Cloford 

205 

Misterton 

- 

165 

in  North-Curry 

179 

^ontiurp 

461, 

, 462 

Littleton-High 

145 

60OnkQ)aitt,  in  Marfton-Bigot 

216 

105 

21 

Lotterford,  in  North-Cheriton 

360 

Moor  don,  in  North-Curry 

- 

U9 

Lovington 

82 

Moorlands,  in  Stoke-Gregory 

- 

181 

Lower-Milk  in  Exford 

21 

Moorfide,  in  Backwell  * , 

- 

307 

Lubbon,  in  Baltonfbury 

270 

Moreton,  in  Compton-Martin 

- 

133 

Luckham  - - ' 

^ucDe^Combe 

_ 

206 

JVeJi  - - J 

• 22 

Mur  tree,  or  Mortray,  in  Buck-  7 

Luckingtony  in  Kilmerfdon 

446 

land-Dinham 

i 

452 

kLudwell- Bridge i in  Cutcombe 

6 

N. 

Lullington 

212 

Nemnet 

_ 

318 

Luxborough 

24 

Newborough,  in  Kilmerfdon 

447 

Lydford-West 

83 

Newport,  in  North-Curry 

179 

Lydiard-Bishops 

493 

New-Pown,  in  Weft-Pennard 

275 

— — Pincherdor,  in  ditto 

494 

Northmore,  in  Glaftonbury 

7 

Lynch-Weft^  in  Selworthy 

41 

Northover,  in  Glaftonbury 

268 

Lyons-Courty  in  Whitchurch 

341 

North-Pown,  in  North-Cadbury 

65 

CfOf0>  in  Long-Afhton 

304 

NoRTON-HAUTyiLLE 

106 

Lyfiatj  in  Kilmerfdon 

447 

Malreward 

- 

108 

A/r 

Midsummer 

- 

149 

Under-Hamden 

_ 

334 

Maperton 

85 

Nunney 

_ 

216 

Mare-Green,  in  Stoke-Gregory 

180 

' 

Marksbury  _ _ , 

426 

0.. 

Marjh,  in  Dunfter 

16 

Oakhampton,  in  Wivelifcombe 

489 

Marston-Bigot 

213 

Oakhill,  in  Afhwick 

- 

449 

Magna  - - ^ 

1 

Oaktrow,  in  Cutcombe 

- 

& 

Parva  - - j 

‘ 374  ■ 

Oare 

- 

33 

^artenefcp,  in  Mere  * 

274 

Odcombe' 

- 

324 

Martin-Street,  in  Baltonfbury 

270 

Old-Down ' 

127, 

154 

449 

Oldford,  in  FrOme  - 

- 

186 

a^aps-Enoil  - - - 

J08 

Oldway,  in  Wellington 

- 

485. 

Mells  and  Leigh  Liberty  - 1 

• 461 

Orchardl-ey 

- 

222. 

Parifli  - J 

P. 

Mere  - _ _ 

272 

Pamborow 

_ 

244 

Merriot  - - _ 

169 

Parret-Nortb 

_ 

335 

^iDUlecot  - - - 

450 

Paulton 

_ 

152 

Midghill,  in  Chelvy 

318 

Payton,  in  Wellington  - 

- 

48'5 

Pendomer 

[ 504  I 


Pendomer 

tAOE 

348 

Pennard-West 

275 

Pensford 

- 

429 

Periion,  in  Minehead 

- 

31 

Perry-Street y in  Chard 

- 

473 

Pijburyy  in  Huifh-Epifcopi 

- 

470 

Pitcotty  in  Stratton  ontlie  Fofle  458,459 

Pleamoor's-Crojsyin  Wellington 

485 

POINTINGTON 

- 

375 

Pool-PowHy  in  Luxborough 

- 

24 

PoRLOCK 

- 

34 

We/i 

- 

37 

Poftlcburp,  in  Cloford 

- 

205 

Priston  ~ - 

- 

430 

PUBLOW 

- 

428 

PuRITON 

- 

396 

PurtingtoHy  in  Winlham 

- 

479 

R. 

Radstock. 

. 

457 

Ranjcombe,  in  Wotton-Courtney 

49 

3Saj?en0’0sCrOf0,  in  Long-Alhton  304 

3R05iI,  in  Winford 

- 

321 

Road 

- 

223 

Rockwell-Greeny  in  Wellington 

485 

Rodden 

225 

Roddenbury-Hilly  in  Frome 

- 

186 

Rodehuijhy  in  Carhampton 

- 

2 

iRotonam'jFctrp  and  J|)ermi'? 

296 

tagc,  in  Long-Alhton 

I 

Rowndhamy  in  Crcwkerne 

c 

- 

^59 

b. 

9nnC’0,  in  Briflington 

413 

— Ctpf0,  in  Chew-Stoke 

- 

101 

— Cat|mrme’0#ofpitai,  in  ? 

282’ 

Bedminfter 

— iftana'^ill,  in  Crewkeme 

165 

Saltford 

431 

Sandford-Orcas 

- 

377 

Sandhill-Parky  in  Bilhops-Lydiard 

494 

Seaborough 

_ 

171 

Selwood-Foreji 

195 

Selworthy 

- 

40 

in  Compton-Dando  422 
Seymour' s-Courty  in  Beckington  200 
^f)arpbaiTt=:Patk,  in  GlaBonbury  286 
Shutwood-Greeny  in  Weft-Hatch  180 
Slatterfordy  in  Maperton  - 86 

Snails-tiilly  in  Weft-Chinnock  329 
Southayy  in  Kingfbury-Eaft  - 469 

Southmorey  or  Allermore  - 268 

in  Weft-Pennard  - 275 

Southwoody  in  Baltonfbury  - 270 

Sparkford  - - 86 

Sparkjhayy  in  Porlock  - 37 

in  Stoke-Gregory  - 181 

Standerwick  - - 227 

Standby  in  Wellington  - 485 

Stanton-Drew  - - 432 

Prior  - - 438 

TBurp-Hill  - 438,439 

Wick  ..  - 434 

in  Dunfter  - 15 

Stawel,  or  Stowel  - 379 

Sterty  in  Babcary  - - 6 

Weft-Buckland  - 485 

Sticklepathy  in  Combe-St.  Nicholas  475 
Sticklinchy  in  Weft-Pennard  275 

Stiveleighy  in  Mere  - - 274 

Stofordy  in  Berwick  - 337 

Stoke-Gregory  - - 180 

Pero  - - 42 

Beauchamp  - 319 

^tofeeleigb'^antp,  in  Long- 1 
Afhton  - - j 

Stolef  s~Greeny  in  Weft-Hatch 
Stone-Easton 

in  Chew-Magna 

Stowey 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse 
6’/m/-Eaft,  in  Weft-Pennard 

in  Winlham 

Sutton-Bingham 
Montis 

BiJhopSy  in  Chew-Magna  I 

Northy  Knightony  or  Mi~  L 


litisj  in  ditto 


289 

180 

153 

95 

no 

,458 

275 

479 

349 

88 

95 


Sutton^ 


[ S°S  ] 


Sutton-Wick 

PAGE 

95 

Symonfoathy  in  Exmore 

- 

20 

T. 

’Tatworthy  in  Chard 

- 

473 

Ceuburg^Camp 

- 

206 

Ccmple^ClOUD,  in  Camely 

- 

124 

Tent-Hilly  in  Mells  - 

- 

461 

C!)egne’S'CrOf0,  in  Long-Afhton  304 

Thorn-Falcon 

- 

181 

in  Caftle-Cary 

- 

56 

Thorneyy  in  Eaft-Kingfbury 

- 

469 

in  Butcombe 

- 

314 

Thurlbeer 

- 

182 

Tillam-Jlreety  in  Baltonlbury 

270 

Timberscombe 

- 

43 

Timbridgey  in  Eaft-Kinglbury 

469 

Timsbury 

- 

III 

Tivingtony  in  Selworthy 

- 

41 

C00mec#arfe,  in  Henftridge 

366 

COtt,  in  Glaftonbury 

- 

264 

Treborough  - . - 

- 

.45 

Trent 

- 

380 

Trudoxhilly  in  Nunney 

- 

217 

Turnhaniy  in  Chard 

- 

473 

Tytheringtony  in  Frome 

- 

186 

U. 

OaUi0,  in  Frome 

- 

188 

Ubley 

155 

VenHy  in  Milborne-Port 

- 

354 

Vobjlevy  in  Mells  ~ 

461 

OinCpacD,  in  Glaftonbury 

244, 

, 268 

in  Pamborough 

- 

244 

W. 

QBaHtlUtp,  or  e^ontjurg  Camp,  -) 

in  Mells 

461 

Vale  - 

J 

Wadfordy  in  Combe- St.  Nicholas 

475 

Wales y in  Queen’s-Camel 

- 

74 

Walleyy  in  Chew-Stoke 

- 

lOI 

Waltony  in  Kilmerfdon 

- 

447 

tajanisrjifee, 
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279>  433*  438*  439 


Wanstraw 

Warmoor^  in  Stoke-Gregory 
^aflon,  in  Combc-St.-Nicholas 
Wayford  - - - 

C3}leargaU'i^ilij  in  Gladonbury 
2x[JCl)i5ing,  ancient  monument  fo  1 
called,  in  Stanton-Drew  - j 
Wellington 

Wehorii  in  Midfummer-Norton 
WeJl-'Towni  in  Backwell 

— in  Baltonfbury 

Wejlbury^  in  Odcombe 
JVeJlfordy  in  Wellington  -r 
Wefthayy  in  Mere  - 
Weston-Bampfylde 

Littky  in  ditto 

in  Wanftraw 

Whatley 

Wheatfieldy  in  Wivelifcombe  - 
Whitchurch  - 

-■  — in  Henftridge 

Wich anger y in  Luckham 
Wick-Nprthy  in  Chew- Magna 
Widcombe-Northy  in  Chewton 
■■  — Southy  in  Hinton-Blewic 

PFilkinthroopy  in  Horfington 
Winford  - - 

WiNSHAM  - - 476,  478 

Witcombey  in  Corton-Dinham 
With am-Fri ARY  Liberty  - 

— ^ — lg>arili) 


: ! 


PAGE 

228 

180 

475 

175 

265 

433 

48 1 

150 

307 

270 

324 

485 

273 

89 

228 

230 

488 

440 

364 

23 

95 

118 

145 

472 

320 


362 

232 


WiTHYCOMBE 

WiVELISCOMBE 

Wollardy  in  Compton-Dando 

WOLVERTON 

Woodhill-Greeny  in  Stoke-Gregory 
WoodhoufCy  in  Odcombe 
Woodlands -Eafi  in  Frome 
Wejiy  in  ditto 


47 
486 

423 

224 
180 

324 

188,  194, 


in  Weft-Pennard 

Woodjlony  in  North-Cadbury 
Woolminftony  in  Crewkerne 
Worminfier-Hill 


U 


275 

65 

159- 

- 276 » 

WOTTON* 
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tAGE 

WOTTON-COURTNEY  48 

— Fordi  in  ditto  - 49 

North  - - 276 

2^0rtf);P,  in  Porlock  ^ 37 

Wrangway^  in  Wellington  - 4^5 

JVrantage,  in  North-Curry  - 178 

Writhlington  - “ 459 


3 

PACK 


Y. 

in  Long-Afliton  - 304 

Tarnor^  in  Porlock  ~ « 37 

TeanJionj  in  Henftridge  - 364 

Priory,  in  ditto  - 365 

fnCtogtrgn  - - 240 
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PAGE 

PACB 

^ARHAMPTON  Hundred 

1 

Hillhoufe  Liberty  (part  of) 

- 

20c 

V_><  Catalh  - 

51 

Horethorne  - 

* 

35. 

Chew  _ 

93 

Houndfborough,  Berwick,  & Coker  323 

Chewton  - - 

115 

Huntfpill  cum  Puriton 

- 

389 

Cranmore  Liberty 

207 

Keynlham  - 

- 

399 

Crewkerne 

159 

Kilmerfdon  - 

445 

Curry-North 

177 

Kingfbury-Eaft 

- 

467 

Frome  - - 185, 

, 211 

- Weft 

- 

481 

Glalton  Twelve  Hides 

237 

Mells  and_Leigh  Liberty 

- 

461 

Haredive  and  Bedminfter 

•279 

Witham-Friary  Liberty 

- 

232 

- 

=ss=aa& 

ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 

TOVOLUMEII. 

»AGE  - _ 

3.  line  2.  after  vicarage,  read  and  a peculiar.  ^ ? 

7.  I.  4.  for  reftory,  r.  vicarage. 

32.  1.  18.  r.  Alexander  Fownefs  Luttrell. 

43.  1.  22.  for  redory,  r.  curacy,  1.  23.  r.  the  Rev.  Nathanfel  Blafee  Price. 

45.  1.  7.  for  Knyphton,  r,  Knyfion. 

46.  1.  33.  This  rhanor  became  after-wards  parcel  of  the  polTefficms  of  the  abbey  of  Cleeve;  and  on 
the  diflblution  thereof,  Henry  VIII.  31ft  of  his  reign,  granted  it  to  John  Wjndham  and  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  the  prefent  century,  when  it  was  fold  to  Sir  John 
Trevelyan,  bait. 

56.  1.  33.  fpr  Taylor,  r.  Turner. 

^ii.  title,  r.  Catafl[)>  !•  22.  r.  the  Rev.  John  Whicher. 


I 
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63.  Barrow-South,  L.y.  f.  nas,  r.  has\  J.  g.  f.  re£tory,  r.  curacy  and  a peculiar-,  1.  10,  r.  the  Rev. 
I'homas  Charles. 

65.  I.  4.  f.  reftory,  r.  curacy, 

73.  1.  2g.  r.  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitehead. 

81.  1.  24.  f.  vicarage,  r.  rediory, 

83. -  1.  5.  after  curacy,  r.  and  a peculiar-,  L 6.  r.  the  Rev.  Rees  Thomas. 

84.  1.  29.  after  reftory,  r,  and  a peculiar^ 

85.  Maperton,  1.  3.  after  Can,  r.  or  Cale. 

94.  I.  II.  f.  chara£leriftic(k,  r.  charaBeriJileks. 

<g2,  1.  2.  £ Goldlborough,  r.  Goldefbrough. 

From  96  to  105  the  pages  are  mifnumbered. 

93.  [loi]  1.  32.  r.  the  Rev.  John  Butler  Barber. 

96.  [104]  1.  10.  r.  the  Rev.  James  Howell. 

X05.  1.  4.  f.  taining,  r.  containing, 

109.  laft  line,  r.  the  Rev.  John  Butler  Barber. 

1 1 2.  1.  29.’  r.  the  Rev.  William  Brudenell  Barter. 

1 18.  laft  line.  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  27th  of  April,  in  the  i8th  yeaf 
of  her  reign,  granted  to  Roger  Manners  the  priory,  reftory,  and  church  of  Chewton  under 
Mendip,  with  all  the  rights,  members,  and  appertenances  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  late  be- 
longing to  the  diflblved  monaftery  of  Sheane  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  the  advowfon  and 
right  of  patronage  to  the  vicarage  and  parifti  church  of  Chewton  aforefaid,  and  the  chapels 
of  Emborough,  Stone-Eafton,  Farrington,  and  Paulton,  thereunto  annexed.  The  faid  Roger 
Manners  afterwards  granted  the  fame  to  Sir  George  Kingfmill,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
£ommon-bench ; and  the  faid  reftory  and  right  of  patronage  are  now  in  Robert  Kingfmill,  efq; 
of  Sidmonton-place  in  Hampfliire.  The  fite  of  the  priory  was  fome  years  fince  granted  over 
to  Richard  Jenkyns,  efq.  See  p.  I2Q. 

mg.  1.  4.  It  was  fold  in  1720  by  the  Stockers  to  Mr.  Hawes,  one  of  the  direftors  of  .the  South-.f£& 
Company,  from  whom  it  was  taken  and  fold  by  a£l:  of  parliament.  ' 

Ibid.  &paflim,  for  Lord  Weymouth,  r.  Marquis  of  Bath. 

134.  1.  3.  r.  the  Rev.  John  Hofldns  Abrall. 

136.  1.  7.  f.  reffory,  r.  curacy-,  I.  8.  f.  Ston-Eafton,  r.  Stone-Eajdon, 

139.  1.  32.  f.  1405,  r.  1406;  1.  38.  f.  vicarage,  r.  curacy. 

145.  1.  6.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brookes. 

153.  Title,  f.  Midsummer-Norton,  r.  Paulton. 

162.  1.  24.  infert.  The  living  is  a curacy,  the  Rev.  Robert  Alhett  Is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

165.  1,  4.  £ St.  Ranus,  r.  St.  Reyn  -,  ibid.  £ his,  r.  her. 

175.  1.  9.  r.  The  Rev.  George  Gibbs.  , • 

179.  1.  15.  £ lies,  r.  is  a peculiar-,  1.  16.  £ Canon,  r.  Robert. 

200.  A manor  in  this  parifh  belonged  to  the  monaftery  of  Maiden-Bradley  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
and  after  its  dilTolution  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  37th  year  of  his  reign  to 
Auguftin  de  Auguftinis,  M.  D.  who  fold  it  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Beckington  to 
Thomas  lord  Wriothefty,  and  he  i Edw.  VI.  conveyed  the  fame  to  Thomas  Compton,  gent, 
and  his  heirs.  24  Eliz.  Jofeph  Compton  fold  the  faid  manor,  with  meffuages  in  Beckington, 
Ridge,  Berkley,  and  Standerwick,  to  Thomas  Webb  and  Margaret  Iris  wife,  and  Robert  Webb 
their  fon.  MSS.  Sydenham  and  Carew. 

206.  1.  15.  Hill-House,  from  which  fprang  the  Liberty  of  that  name,  anciently  flood  in  a field  of 
Cloford  Farm,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  turnpike-road  from  Frome  to  Brewton,  and  about  five 
miles  and  a quarter  from  tlie  iirft-mentioned  tow'n.  A few  old  pollard  tress,  and  the  irregula- 
rity 
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rity  of  the  furface  of  the  ground,  ferve  to  point  out  its  fite.  The  annual  court  for  this 'Liberty 
is  held  at  Coleford,  at  which  four  peace-officers  are  chofen ; one  for  the  Liberty  at  large ; one 
f(jr  the  parilh  of  Holcombe-,  one  for  the  tithing  of  Edford-,  and  the  other  for  the  tithing  of  Allis- 
Street,  within  the  pariffi  of  Cloford.  '-?•  v 

212.  f.  rectory,  r.  curacy. 

215.  1.  as.  The  new  church  was  confecrated  in  Sept.  1789.  ^ ’ 

227.  1.  2.  r.  is  a curacy  in  the  deanery  of  Fromej  the  Rev.  John  Rogers  is  tire  prefent  incumbent.-  •. 
229.  1.  37.  r.  The  Rev.  Robert  Wells. 

263.  1.  34.  , The  livings  of  Glafton  St.  Benedid  and  St.  Jolm  are  curacies  j the  Rev.  Matthew  . 
Hodge  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

273.  I.  29.  The  living  is  a curacy  in  the  jurifdidion  of  Glaftonbury;  the  Rev.  John  Bowen  is 
the  prefent  incumbent.  ' 

275.  Weft-Pennard,  1.  16.  r.  The  living  is  a curacy  in  the  jurifdidion  of  Glaftonburyj  the  Rev. 

Henry  Hopkins  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

31 1,  laft  line,  r.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fallowfield. 

326.  1.  26.  f.  notwitftanding,  r.  notwithjiandmg. 

336.  1.  4.  r.  William  Morton  Pitt. 

339.  1.  28.  r.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Tomkins. 

342.  1.  6.  for  Mr.  r.  Dr.  _ 4 

343.  1.  32.  f.  fon,  r.  defcendant. 

344.  Weft-Coker,  1.  15.  r.  The  Rev.  John  Jeremy.  ' 

352.  1.  34.  f.  a market,  r.  one  hundred  and  one  merchants.^ 

359. '^1.  33.  r.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Fox. 

360.  1.  29.  after  patron,  r.  and  Incumbent. 

370.  note  \ for  Excheq.  r.  Efc. 

374.  1.  2.  dele  th[s  parijh.  Laft  line,  r.  The  Rev.  John  Williams  is  the  prefent  incumbent-  ' 

'37^-  33*  r*  THeRev.  Francis  Woodforde. 

378.  1.  16.  after  tharks,  r.  The  Rev.  George  Hutchins  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

379.  1.  26.  r.  The  Rev.  John  Palmer. 

396.  laft  line,  after  chapel,  r.  dedicated  to  St.  Paul  and  St.  Auguftine. 

400.  Note  ^ laft  line,  for  r.  DSp. 

416.  1. 18.  So  in  the  original,  but  r.  “ Plurima;  nunc  regnat  jundus  uterque  Deo.” 

418.  1.  12.  r.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Ireland. 

479.  1.  22.  after  vicarage,  r.  and  a peculiar.  ’ 

482.  f.  Alvera,  r.  Jlveva. 

488.  1.  7.  This  manor  belonged  to  William  de  Monafteriis  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  and  came  by 
. his  daughter  to  William  de  Witefield,  who  was  lord  of  Wheatfield  i Ric.  I.  and  3 Joh. 
Lib.  nig.fcac.  & Rot.  pip. 

494.  laft  line,  After  limits,  r.  of  which  Nonington  gave  name  to  an  illuftrious  family,  whereof 
was  Sir  Baldric  de  Nonington,  a knight  and  lord  of  this  manor  temp.  Edw.  I. 
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